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lR.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  to  open  his  new  fyftem  for  the  Mr.  chan- 

government  of  India  -*•*-  No  one,  he  faid,  could  he  more  cellor  Pitt, 
deeply  imprefied  than  he  was  with  the  importance  of  the 
fubje&  on  which  he  was  then  going  to  enter :  in  whatever 
point  of  view  he  confiderod  it,  he  felt*  that  no  fubjeft  could 
poffibly  be  more  interefting.  In  this  bufincfe  were  in* 
vohred  tlie  profperity  and  ftrength  of  this  country  5  the 
happineft  of  the  natives  of  thoie  valuable  territories  in 
India,  which  belonged:  to  England ;  and  finally  the  Confti-  «7 
tutiort  of  England  itfelf.  India  had  at  all  times  been  of 
great  cpttfequence  to  this  country,  from  the  refoutfees  of 
opulence  a'nd  ftrength  it?lffttrded,  and  that  confequqtice 
had,  of  courfe,  increafefd'ftt  proportion  to  the  loffes  fyf- 
tained  by  the  difmemberment  of  other  great  pofleffions; 
by  which  loffes,  the  limits  of  the  empire  being  more  con- 
trailed,  the  remaining  territories  became  more  valuable*— 
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He  was  aware  that  nothing  could  be  well  more,  difficult 
than  to  digeft  a  phn,  which  fhould  at  once  confirm  and 
enlarge  the  advantages  derived  to  this  country  from  its 
connections  with  India ;  to  render  that  connection  a  blef- 
fing  to  the  ^native  Indians,  rfnd  at  the  fame  time  preferve  in-  . 
violate  the  effence  and  fpirit  of  our  own  conftitution  from 
the  injuries  to  which  this  connection  might  eventually  ex- 
pofe  it.  Gentlemen  would  recollect  with  a  degree  ot  hor- 
ror, to  what  dangers  that  happy  conftitution  was  expofed 
laft  year,  when  a  bill  was.  introduced  into  Parliament, 
Which  would  have  eftablifhed  a  fyftem  dangerous  to  every 
thing  that  Englifhmen  held  dear;  they  would  recollect, 
that  the  liberties  of  this  country  had  well  near  fuffeted  lhip-> 
wreck:  the  danger,  however,  was  happily  over;  and  the 
Legiflature  had  now  an  opportunity  to  confult  about  the 
means  the  rtioft  likely  to  reconcile  and  fecure  the  interefts 
of  the  People  of  this  country,  of  the  people  of  India,  and 
of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  as  far  as  it  might  be  affected 
by  the  connection  with  India  —  To  his  lot  fell  the  arduous 
talk  of  propofing  to  the  Houfe  a  plan  which  lhould  anfwer 
all  thefe  great  purpofes :  he  was  aware  that  no  plan  could 
be  devifed,  to  which  fome  objections  would  not  lie ;  he 
was  aware  that  it  was  $ot  poflible  to  devife  a  plan  that 
fhould  be  free  from  imperfection;  he  fhould  therefore  cbn- 
fole  himfelf  if  he  fhould  be  able  to  fugged  the  means  of  do- 
ing the  mod  good  to  India  and  to  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
.with  the  leaf);  injury  to  our  conftitution.  In  the  arrange- 
ments that  he  mould  propofe,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
proceed,  without  giving  to  fome  body  of  men  an  acceflion 
of  power;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  veft  it  where  he  fhould 
have  reafon  to  think  it  would  be  leaft  liable  to  abufe,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  fhould  be  fufficient^  and  not  more 
than  fufficient  for  all  the  propofes  for  which  it  fhould  be 
given  :  fufficient  to  fecure  to  this  country  the  weajth  arifing 
from  the  commerce  of. the  Company;  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Hindoftan,  peace  and  tranquillity;  and' to  enfprce  obedi- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  to  the  • 
-orders  that  fhould  be  fent  to  them  from  boinc.  In  framing 
fuch  a  fyftem,  he  thought  it  bis  duty  never  to  lofe  fight  of 
this  principle,  that  though  neyebarter  could  or  ought  to  fu- 
perfede  ftate  neceffity,  ftill  poshing  but  abfolute  neceffity 
cpuld  juftify  a  departure  from  charters :  he  admitted  that  - 
charters  ought  not  to  ftand  in  the  way  of  the  general  good 

and 
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and  fafet^of  the  country;  he  admitted,  that  no  charter 
ought  td  bt  fuffered  to  ftand  ill  the  way  of  a  reform,  on 
which  Hie  being  or  w£lfare,of  the  country  "depended;  hut 
at  the' fame  time  he  contended,  that  a  charter  ought'never 
to  be  invad6dy  except  when  the  public  fafety  calleet  for  its 
alteration  r  charters  were  fecred  things;  oh  tnetri  depended 
the'  property,  franchifes, '  and  every  thing  that  was  dear  td 
Englishmen ';  and  wantonly  to  invade  them,  would  be  to 
unhinge  the  Conftitution,  and  throw  the  State  into  anarchy 
arid  cdnfiifipn. 

With  refpedHo  the  India  Company,  its  afiairs  were  not  iii 
a'ftate  that  catfed  for  a  revocation  of  th6  charter;  the  necef- 
fity  whifch  would  juftify  a  revocation,  did  not  exift  in  this 
ca'fej'ahd  hefdt  no  frhall  degree  of  fatisfaftion  in  the  af- 
furanbei*  that  at  the  moment  when  he  had  to  propofe  fuch' 
meafures  for'  the  govenfnent  of  India,  and  the  conduit  o^ 
the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  as  to  his  judgement 
appeared  moil  applicable,  there  no  longer  exifted  any  dan- 
ger of  the  beft  and  moft  facred  rights  of  Engliflimen  being 
made  a  facrifice  to  the  ambitious  projefts  of  thqfe,  whos 
under  the  neceffity   that   aftually  exifted,  had  taken  the 
defperate  refolution,  that  nothing  fliort  of  meafures  of  the' 
moft  decifive  and  extreme  nature,  and  meafures  far  exceed- 
ing the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  could  be  effeftual.  He  thanked 
God,  fo  great  a  facrifice  had  been  efcaped  ;  and  he  truifted 
that  the  fenfe  plainly  and  incontrovertibly  declared  to  be 
entertained  upon  the  fubjeft  by  the  majority  of  the  People 
of  England,  would  prove  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of 
that  Houfe,  and  that  they  would  join  with  him  in  opinion, . 
that  although  it  muft  on  all  hands  be  admitted,  that  there 
did  exift  a  great  and  urgent  neceffity  for  the  interference  of 
the  Legiflature  with  regard  to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and. 
the  future  government,  of  India,  yet,  that  neither  ftate  po- 
licy npr  common  prudence  called  for  the  Legiflature's  pro- 
ceeding beyond  the  limit  of  the  cxifling  neceffity,  much, 
lefs  of  going  the  length  either  of  deftroying  the  rights  of 
any  individuals  or  bodies  of  men,  eftabliflied  upon  the  moft 
facred  of  all  foundations,    the  exprefs.  words   of  folemn 
charters,    recognized  and   confirmed   by  repeated  adts  of 
Parliament;  or  of  dire&ly  changing  the  conftitujtion  of  the 
country,  and  departing  from  thofe  known  principles  of.go- 
vfernment,  which  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftor&had  provided, 
and  which  had  proved  for  ages  the  uninterrupted  four-ce  of 
fecurity  to  the  liberies  of  Engliflimen.    ft  wasj  he  faid*  to 
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taitiment  of  which  they  had  borne  fo'laige~a  thare.  The 
commerce-to  and  from  India,  therefore*  he  meant  to  leave, 
where  it  ought  to  be  left,  in  the  management  of  the  Com- 
pany. .1 

It  had,  he  remarked,  been 'ever  held,  that  commercial 
Companies  could  not  govern  empires ;  but  that  •  was  -a 
matter  of  fpeculation,  which  general  experience  proved' to 
be  not  true  in  pra&ice,  however  univerfally  admitted  in 
theory.  The  Eaft-India  Company  had  conduced  its  com- 
merce, a*nd  governed  a  vail  empire  for  years ;  and  it  was  to* 
be  remembered 'that  the .  Eaft-India  Company  was  no  new 
eftabliihment ;  it  refted  on  charters  and  ads  of  Parliament; 
thofe  charters  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  regarded,  and,  as  far 
as  pof&ble,  the  rights  exercifed  and  enjoyed  under  them  ought 
to.  be  held.facred.  But,  as  he  had  before  obferVed,  there 
were  410  rights,  that  by  accident  or  time  became  fatal  to  the 
interefts  or  the  Public,'  or  to. the  fafety  of  the  State,  which 
xnuft  not  be  cbtiched.  The  matter* was,  how  to  connect 
the  conftitution  of  the  Company  witbthe  national  inteiefts ; 
from  that  regard  and  attention  to  chartered  rights  which  he 
ever  ihould  profefs,  and  which  every  man  ought -to  pra&ifo, 
he  had  been  led  rather  to  canfider,  •  whether  it  was- not  pot- 
fible  to  model  the  old  conftitution  of  the  Company;  fo  as 
to  make  it  anfwer  every  view;  of  the  State,  and  every,  inte- 
reft  of  the  Public,  rather  |ha.n  to  make  a  new  one ;  not  thinks 
ing  it  necefiary  to  confifcate,  annihilate,  and  deflroy,  where 
the  purpofe  could  be  attained  without  proceeding  to  any 
fuch  violent  lengths* 

In  the  meafures  to  be  taken  for  the  future  government  of 
India,  if  they  had  the  Company's  concurrence,  it-  wotld 
furely  be  admitted  that  they  took  thefafeft  line  ;  that'they 
had  purfued;  and  the  meafures  he  ihould  propofe*  were  fuch 
as  the  Company  agreed  to.  The  control  he  had  mentioned 
ought  undoubtedly  to  remain  where  the  conftitution  had  • 
placed  all  power,  in  the  executiveGovernment  of  the  country. 
The  management  of  the  commerce  he  meant  to  leave  with 
the  Company.  The  patronage  fhould  be  feparate  from  the 
executiveGovernment;  but  given  where  it  would,  he  fhould 
propofe  regulations  that  would  efientially  curtail  and  dimi- 
nifli  it,  fo  as  to  render  it  as  little  dangerous  as  pofllbie.  The 
patronage,  however,  lie  would  truft  with  no  political  fet  of  ' 
men  whatever.  Let  it  be  in  India;  it  would  be  free  from 
corruption  then  ;  and  when  exercifed  under  the  reftridions 
and  limitations  he  ihould  propofe,  could,  he  flattered  himfelf, 
be  attended  with  no  bad  conferences.  He  enlarged  upon 
4  tbefe 
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lR.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  to  open  his  new  fyftem  for  the  Mr.  Chan- 
government  of  India  -i»  No  one,  he  faid,  could  be  more  ««Hor  Ktt. 
deeply  impreffed  than  he  was  with  the  importance  of  the 
fubje&  on  which  he  was  then  going  to  enter :  in  whatever 
point  of  view  he  confiderod  it,  he  felt' that  no  fubje&  could 
poffibly  be  more  interesting.  In  this  bufinefe  were  in* 
volved  the  profperity  and  ftrength  of  this  country  $  the 
happinefs  of  the  native!  of  thole  valuable  territories  in 
India,  which  belonged?  Co  England ;  and  finally  the  fconfti-  7 
tutiort  of  England  itfclf.  India  had  at  all  times  been  of 
great  cottfequenee  to  this  country,  from  the  refources  of 
opulence  aftd  ftrength  it  slffcttded,  and  that  confequetfice 
had,  of  courfe,  increafed  hi  proportion  to  the  loffes  fuf- 
tained  by  the  difmemberment  of  other  great  poffeffions; 
by  which  loffes,  the  limits  of  the  empire  being  more  con- 
tracted, the  remaining  territories  became  more  valuable*— 
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tion  of  the  Court  of  Direftors,  fubjed  to  the  negative  of  tbd 
Crown  ;  and  the  Court  of  Directors  were  to  have  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  officers  of  all  the  fubordinate  governments, 
excepting  only  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who,  for  various 
teatbtas,  would  remain  to  be  appointed  by  the  Crown.  Ha 
faid,  it  might  poffibly  Be  argued,  that  if  the  Crown  nomi- 
nated the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  had  a  negative  upon  the 
reft  of  the  appointments,  that  all  the  patronage  Tematned 
in  the  hands  of  Government  at  home.  This,  however,  was 
far  from  being  the  cafe;  the  patronage  0/ great  appointments 
not  being  the  fort  of  patronage  for 'the  Public  to  entertain  a 
jealoufy  about,  and  the  other  patronage  being  diffufed  and 
placed  in  s Bengal,  the  influence  from  it  was  confiderably 
weakened  and  diminifhed;  add  to  this,  all  offices  going  by 
gradation  and  fncceffion,  would  be  a  forcible  check  upon 
the  patronage,  and  tend  greatly  to  its  redu&ion.  Having 
difcufled  this  matter  very  fully,  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  ftate, 
that  much  would  depend  on  the  manner  of  adminifteringthe 
government  in  India,  and  that  his  endeavours  fhould  be  du 
re&ed  to  enforce  clear  and  fimple  principles,  as«  thofe  from 
which  alone  a  good  government  could  arlfei  The  firft  and 
principal  objeS,  he  faid,  would  be  to  take  care  to  prevent  the 

fovernment  from  being  ambitious  and  bent  on  conqueft. 
ropenfities  of  that  nature  had  already  involved  India  ia 
great  expences,  and  coft  much  bloodmed.  Ambition  and 
trouble  were  companions  but  too  often  ;  and  they  had  prov- 
ed particularly  hurtful  to  our  interefts  in  India.  Indeed 
they  were  what  ought  moft  ftudiouQy  to  be  avoided  there* 
Commerce  was  our  objed,  and  with  a  view  to  its  extension, 
a  pacific  fyftem  ought  to  prevail,  and  a  fyftem  of  defence 
and  conciliation.  The  Government  there  ought,  therefore, 
in  an  efpecial  manner  to  avotd  wars,  or  entering  into  alii* 
ances  likely  to  create  wars.  At  the.  fame  time  that  he  faid 
this,  he  did  not  mean  to  carry  the  idea  fo  far  as  to  fuggeft, 
that  the  Britifli  Government  in  India  was  not  to  pay  a  due 
regard  to  feltfrdefence,  td  guard,  again  ft  fudden  hoftilities 
from  the  neighbouring  powers,  and,  whenever  there  was 
reafon  to  expeft  an  attack,  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  preparation. 
This  was  -undoubtedly  and  indifpenfably  neceflary;  but 
whenever  ftrch  circum  fiances  occurred,  the  executive  power 
in  India  was  not  to  content  itfelf  with  afting  there,  as  the 
■nature  of  the  cafe  might  require  ;  it  was  alfo  to  fend  iirnne>« 
diate  advice  home  of  what  had  happened,  of  what  me&fures 
had  been  taken  in  confeq'uence  of  it,  and  of  what  farther 
jneafures  were  intended  to  be  purfued.    He  mentioned  alfo 

the 
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the  inftitution  of  a  tribunal  to  take  cognizance  of  fuch  mat- 
ters, and  .ftate  how  far  fuch  a  tribunal  fhould  be  empowered 
to  a£l  without  inftrudUons  from  home.     He  next  faid*  that 
the  fituation  of  the  Indian  Princes,  in  cottae&ion  with  our 
Government,  and  of  the  number  of  individuals  living  im~ 
mediately  under  our  Government,  were  ohjedts  that  ought 
to  be  the  fubjedt  of  an  inquiry.     The  debts  due  from  one 
Indian  Prince  to  another,  over  whom  we  had  any  influence, 
fuch1  as  the  claims  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  upon  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore,  ought,  undoubtedly,  to  be  fettled  on  a  permanent 
footing ;  this,  and  the  debts  of  the  natives  tributary  to  us, 
ought  alfo  tq  be  the  fubjc&s  of  inquiry.     Another  objedk 
of  inveftigation,  and  an  objedl  of  confiderable  delicacy,  was 
the  pretenfions  and  titles  of  the  landholders  to  the  lands  at 
prefent  in  thejr  pofieflions ;  in  the  adjuftment  of  this  parti* 
culur,  much  caution  mull  be  adopted,  and  a  means  found, 
that  w'oulo1  anfwer  the  end  of  fubftantial  juftice,  without 
going  the  length  of  rigid  right ;  becaufe  he  was  convinced, 
and  every  man  at  all  converfant  with  Indian  affairs  muft  be  . 
•  convinced,  that  indifcriminate  reilitution  would  be  as  bad  as 
indifcriminate  contifcation.     Another  very  material  regu- 
lation, or  rather  principle  of  reform,  from  whiqh  folid  hopes 
of  providing  a  furplus  adequate  to  the  debt  in  India  might  be 
drawn,  was,  the  retrenchment  of  our  eftabliihments  in  that 
country.     At  prefent  it  was  a  well-known' fa&,  that  all  our 
eftahlifhments  there  were  very, considerably  overcharged  ;  at 
any  rate,  therefore,  there  mull  be  no  augmentation  fufFered  ; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  the  pofilbility  of  fuch  an  improvident 
meafure,  a  return  of  all  the  eftablifhments  muft  be  called 
.  for.     With  regard  to  the,  means  of  reducing  them,  they 
ought  to  be  laid  before  Parliament,  and  fubmitted  to  the 
.  determination  of  both  Houfes.     Every  intended  increafe  of 
the  eflablifliment  ought  alfo  to  be  fubmitted  to  Parliament, 
.  and  the  Company  to  be  immediately  reft  rained  from  fending 
out  any  more  interior  fervants.     He  ftated,  that  it  would  be 
neceilary,  by  proper  provifos,  to  compel  the  execution  of 
thefe'  points  ;  and  the  better  to  guard  againft  the  continuance 
.  of  that  rapacity,  plunder,  and  extortion,  which  Was  (hock- 
ing to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  difgraceful  to  the  na- 
tional charadter,  he  propofed  to  render  the  Company's  fer- 
vants refponfible  for  what  they  did  in  every  part  of  India, 
and  to  declare  it  illegal  and  punifhable,  if  they,  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever j  accepted  fums  of  money,  or  other  valuables, 
from  the  natives.     This  would,  he  hoped,  tend  effedtually 
to  check  private  corruption.     There  were,  he»  was  aware,  a 
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certain  fpecies  of  prefents,  fo  much  a  part  of  the  ceremonies 
inf'eparable  from  t.he  manners  of  the  Eaft,  that  an  attempt 
to  direct  that  they  fhould  not  be  received,  would  be  utterly 
impracticable  ;  but  even  as  much  as  poffible  to  guard  againft 
any  bad  confequences  refiilting  from  the  continuance  of  the 
pradlice  in  .queftion,  be  meant  that  the  bill  fhould  oblige  the 
Company's  fervants  in  India  to  keep  an  exalt  and  faithful 
regifter  of  all  fuch  prefents.  '  With  regard  to  thofe  6i  the 
Company's  fejrvants,  who  did  not  comply  with  the  dire&ions 
the  bill  would  hold  out  to  them,  and  to  fuch  other. directions 
as  mould,  under  the  fan&ion  and  authority  of  the  bill,  be 
•tranfmitted  to  them  from  home,  fuch  perfonsihould  be  con- 
sidered as  guilty  of  offences  punishable  in  the  degrees  ftated 
in  the  bill,  which  fhould  contain  a  fpecial  exception  of  thofe 
guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders  and  other  crimes,  which, 
from  their  confequences,    being  of  a  moft  fatal  tendency, 
muft  bo  pvmifhed  with  great  feverity.     In  refpeft  to  jhis 
•part  of  his  fubje6t,  the  Houfe,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  go 
along  with  him  in  feeling  the  neceffity,  and  at  the  farrie  tirfie 
the  extreme  difficulty,  of  providing  a  proper  tribunal,  before 
which  perfons'  charged  with   offences  committed  in  India 
ftiould  be  tried.     He  owned  he  had  an  extreme  paniality  to 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  diftributing  juftice  in  this  country  ;  fa 
muchl  fo,  that  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  for  a  moment  to 
think  ferioufly  upon  the  idea  of  departing  from  that  fyftem, 
without  the  utmoft  reluftance;  wrthput  mentioning  .names, 
however,  or  referring  to  recent  inftances,  every  man  muft 
acknowledge,  that  at  prefent  we  had  it  not  in  our  power  to 
do  juftice  to  the  delinquents  of  India  after  their  return  home. 
The  infufficiency  of  parliamentary  profecutions  was  but  too 
obvious;  thf  neceffity  for  the  inftitution  of  fome  other  pro*- 
cefs  was  therefore  undeniable.     A  fummary  way  of  proceed- 
ing was  what  had  Struck  him,  and  he  believed,  thofe  who 
had  thought  much  upon  the  fubje<Sr.,  as  moft  advifeable  ;   the 
\       danger,  however,  was  the  example  th,at  muft  jirife  from  any 
deviation  from  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  trial  in  this  country, 
it  being  perhaps  the  firft,  the  dearefry  and  the  moft  eflential 
confideration  in  the  mind  of  every  Englifhman,  that  he  herd 
his  property  and  his  perfon  in  perfedr.  fecurity,  from   the 
wife,  moderate,  and  liberal  fpirit  of  our  laws.     Much,  how- 

*  ever,  was  to  be  faid  with  refpc<9:  to  the  cafe  in  point ;   either 
,     »       a  new  prccefs  muft  be  inftituted,  or  offences,  equally  ftiock- 

•  ing  to  humanity,  oppofite  to  juftice,  and  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  religion  and  morality,  muft  continue  to  prevail 

■ '  unchecked,  uncontrolled,  and  unreflrained.     The  neceflitv 
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of  jthe  cafe  Outweighed  the  rifk  and  the  hazard  of  the  inne-  ♦ 
vation  ;  and  when  it  was  confidertd  that  thofe  who  went  to  v 
India  hereafter,  would  know  the  danger  of  tranfgrefling  be- 

.  fore  they  left  England  ;  he  trufted  it  would  be  admitted  that 
the  expedient  ought  to  be  tried.  Should  fuch  a  law  pafs, 
every  man  who  went. to  India  in  future,  would,  by  fo  doing, ^ 

^  content  to  ftand  in  the  particular  predicament  in  which  the 
particular  law  placed  him;  and  in  thus  agreeing  to  give  up 
fome  of  the  moft  euential  privileges  of  his  country,  he  would 
do  no  more  than  a  very  numerous  and  honourable  body  of 
men  did  daily,  without  the  fmalleft  impeachment' of  their  - 
characters,  or  the  purity  of  the  motives  that  impelled  their 
coriduft. 

Mr.  Pitt  fuggefted  loofely  ,what  his  idea  of  the  fummary 
fpecies  of  trial  he  meant  to  authorife  was.     He  faid,  there 
mud  be  an  exception  to  the  general  rules  of  law ;  the  trials 
mult  be  held  by  fpecial  com  million  :  the  Court  mult  not  be 
tied  down  to  ftrifl:  rules  of  evidence ;  but  that  they  muft  be  * 
upon  their  oaths  to  give  judgement  confeientioufly,  and  pro-    - 
nounce  fuch  judgement  as  the  common  law  would  warrant, 
if  the  evidence  would  reach  it.     Much,  he  was*aware,  would 
depend  on  the  conflitution  of  the  Court.     His  defign,  there- 
fore, was,  that  it  fliould  be  compofed  of  men  of  known  ta-  ' 
lents,  un impeached  character,  and  high  confequence;  that 
their  impartiality  (hould  be  farther  fecured  by  their  being 
to  be  chbfen  by  ballot ;  and  that  a  certain  number  out  of  the 
whole  nominated  fliould  make  a  Court,  in  order  that  there  ( 

might  exift  the  chance  of  a  choice  by  ballot.    The  perfons 
to  be  balloted  for,  {hould  be  fome  of  them  from  among  the 

:  Judges,  fome  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  fpme 
members  of  that  Houfe,  Such  a  mixed  aflemblage,  from  the 
..very  firft  chara&ers  in  the  kingdom,  Would  leave  no  room 
for  fufpicion;  or  poffible  impeachment  of  juftiee ;  and  in  or* 
der  ftill  more  ftrongly  to  fortify  the  fubjeifc  jagainft  injuftice, 
they  fhould  not  be  chqfen  till  the  hour  of  trial,  and  fliould 
then  be  all  fworn.  To  effefl:  the  purpofes  of  the  inftitution 
of  fuch  a  tribunal,  they  fliould  be  empowered  to  take,  depo-  / 
iirjons,  and  receive  information,  communicated  by  witnefles 
who  were  in  India  when  the  delinquent  was  ftated  to  have 
committed  the  offences  he  might  ftand  charged  with;  and 
farther,  they  fliould  be  judges  both  of  the  law  and  the  fa £t. 
With  regard  to  the  punifliments,  they  fhould  be  governed 
by  the  punifliments  the  law,  as  it  flood,  autborifed  in  cafes 
of  mifdemeanor,  viz,  fine  and  imprifonment ;  but  the  ex-,  y 
tent  of  thefe  fliould  reft  in  the  dil'cretion  of  tjie  Court,,  to 

apportion 
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v  apportion  according  td  their  opinion  of  the  proved  enormity 

of  the  crime:  and  as  a  farther  means  of  rendering  futh  a 
tribunal  awful,  and  its  plans  of  preventing  the  perpetration 
of  crimes  /hocking  to  humanity  from  continuance,  effe&ual, 
it  fliouH  be  armed  with  the  power  of  examining  the  parties 
charged  as  delinquents,  by  interrogatories,  as  to  the  value 
of  their  efFcfts,  in  order  the  better  to  be  able  to  govern  the 

Suantum  of  the  fine  to  be  levied  in  cafe  of  conviction  ;  it 
lould  alfp  be  armed  with  the  power  of  examining  the 
amount  of  any  man's  property  on  his  arrival  in  England 
from  India  :  and  (ince  purity  and  abftinence  were  the  objects 
every  man  muft  defire  fliould.  characterize  the  conduct  of 
their  countrymen  in  Afia,  the  Company  ihould  not  have  it 
in  their  power  to  employ  any  one  of  their  fervants  convicted 
of  a  mifdemeanor  while  he  had  been  in  India,  nor  fhouhl 
any  perfon  be  foffered  to  return  to  that  country  after  his 
flay  in  this  beyond  a  certain  limited  period.  Mr.  Pitt  inter- 
fperfed  his  notification  of  the  different  principles  and  regula- 
tions which  his  intended  bill  went  to  the  eftablifliment  of, 
with  a  variety  of  illuftrations  and  arguments,  delivered  with 
great  force  of  eloquence ;  and  concluded  with  returning  his 
thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  having  indulged  him  with  fp  patient 
shearing,  and  .moved,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in,  a  , 

,    •'  bill  for  the  better  regulation  and  management  of  the  Eail- 
44  India  Company,  and  of  the  poffeffions  in  India." 
Mr,  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  faid,  fuch,  he  faw,  was  the  difinclmation  of  the 
Houfe  to  hear  more  debate  than  was  abfolutely  neceflary  at 
that  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  and  fuch  had  obvioufly 
been  their  impatience  during  the  delivery  of  what  they  had 
heard,  and  their  eagernefs  to  rife  as  foon  as  the  right  ho- 
~  no  arable  gentleman  had  concluded,  that  he  would  hot  dif- 
cufs  the  arguments  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
-juft  urged,  nor  the  principles  that  he  had  laid  down,  till 
the  bill  was  properly  before  the  Houfe,  and  came  to  its  fe- 
cond  reading.     He  wifhed  only  to  know  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  whether  he  meant  to  bring  in  three 
bills,  or  one  bill,  comprehending  all  the  three  heads  under 
•which  he  had  ranged  his  fubjedi:,  or  rather,  under  which  he 
had  himfelf  divided  it,  when  he  propofed  the  bill  which  had 
paffed  that  Houfe,  but  had  been  loft  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
in  the  laft  Parliament :  he  meant  the  head  of  government  of 
India  by  a  new  eftabliftiment  at  home  ;  the  head  of  regula- 
,       tions  applicable  to  the  government  of  India,  upon  the  fpot, 

.  in  Afia ;  and  the  third  head,  of  the  means  of  bringing  del  in - 

'       quents 
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quents  in  India  to  punifhment  in  England,  after  their  return 
home  ?  Mr,  fox  laid  farther,  that  with  regard  to  the  two 
latter  points,  viz.  the  regulations  of  the  government  in 
India,  and  the  tribunal  to  be  inftituted  for  the. trial  of  Indian 
delinquents  at  home,  he  felt  no  great  obje&ion  ;'  but  with 
regard  to  the  new  bill,  as  far  as  related  to  the  eftablifliment 
for  the  government  of  India  here,  and  the  feveral  principles 
laid  down  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  early> 
part  of  his  fpeech,  he  was  fo  unfortunate  as  not  only  to  dif- 
fer in.  opinion  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
but  to  differ  moft  completely  and  entirely.  He  was,  by 
what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  day,  , 
'  more  than  ever  convinced,  that  the  principles  contained  in 
the  bill  he  had  the  honour  to  have  brought  in  laft  year, 
much  as  through  prejudice  and  mifconfirudion  they  had 
been  clamoured  againft,  were  the  only  true  principles'  for  a 
government  in  India  to  ftand  upon,  with  any  hopes  of  pro- 
ducing much  good  either  to  that  country  or  to  this.  Hold* 
ing  this  opinion,  be  might  naturally  be  expeded  to  have  4 
good  deal  to,  fay  upon  the  fubjetS  ;  and  a  good  deal  he  fhould 
think  it  his  duty  to  fay,  if  it  were  only,  as  in  his  particular 
cafe  it  might  be  thought,  to  be,  by  way  of  felf-evidence ;  but 
he  fhould  referve  himfelf  till  the  iecond jeading  of  the  bill: 
he  trufted,  therefore,  that  the  bill  would  be  brought  in  as 
foon  as  poffible ;  by  which  he  meant,  neither  much  delayed, 
nor  mucji  hurried ;  and  that  due  notice  would  be  given  when 
it  would  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  great  as  the  three  objedb  were,  Mr.  Chan, 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded,  he  meant  ccUor  Pitt* 
to  comprehend  them  in  one  and  the  fame  bill.  That  bill 
was  already  almoft  in  a  fhape  to  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  he  imagined  it  would  be  ready  to  be  prefented  and  read 
a  firft  time  next  Friday ;  in  which  cafe,  as  it  now  happened 
from  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the  period  of  the  Jeffion,  and 
the  heat  of  the  weather,  that  difpatch  was  flood  likely  t* 
procure-that,  which  delay  at  any  other  feafon  was  the  heft 
means  of  obtaining,  viz.  a  pretty  full  attendance,  he  fhould 
move  for  it  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  next  week,  on  any  day 
the  Houfe  fhould  beft  approve.  .    l 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  as  it  Was  to  he  one  bill,  the  time  of  his  MftFou 
roakiog  has  oppofition  to  it  would  be  neceflarily  affe&ed  hy 
it,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  «mderftaod. 
For  inftance,  if  he  had  not  approved  the  two  ftcood  heads 
of  the  bill,  he  would  have  oppofed  the  tail  at  its  leooad  read- 
ing 
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ing:  fctit  approving  them,  and  not  approving  the  firft  head, 
he  could  not  confiftcntly  approve  the  commitment  of  a  bill 
containing  what  he  thought  to  be  falurary  regulation^, 
0  and  might,*  therefore,  poflib'ly  think  the  Committee  the  fit 
place  for  hirft  to  make  his  pppofition  \  he  mould,  however| 
referve-  himfelf  till  the  bill  was  before  the  Houfe. 
The  queftion  was  put  and  carried* 

A  petition  having  been  prefented  to  the  Houfe  on   the 

part  of  the  honourable  St.  Andrew   St.   John,  complain* 

>     ing  of  an  undue  ele£tion  and  return  for  Bedfordihire,  and 

.    ftating  the  fa£U  relative  to  that  election,  in  confequence  of 

which  Lord  Ongley  had  been  declared  the  fitting  member; 

TbtSpeak*      The  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe,  that  Tuefday,  the  ifcth 

«*•  of  Oftober,  was  the  day  on  which  the  other  petition  already 

prefented  on  the  fubjedk  of  the  Bedfordshire  ele&ion,  was 

appointed  to  be  heard ;  it  was  therefore  moved  «•  That  the 

w  petition  of   Mr.   St.   John  be  appointed  for  the  fame 

«<  day."  %  \  .<  . 

A  very  long  debate  enfued  x>n  the  iardfliip  of  Mr.  St.: 

John's  cafe,  who,  by  the  mere  matter  of  being  the  firft  on 

the  poll,  had  been  prevented  from  having  the  merits  of  his 

ele&ion  tried  when  his  opponent's  petition,  complaining  only 

of  the  return,  was  decided.   It  was  therefore -agreed,  that  hi* 

petition  ihould  be  tried  that  feflion,  and  not  be  put  off  to  the 

next.     A  motion  was  made  accordingly  by  Mr.  Fox,  and 

negatived. 

Lord  Beauchamp  .moved  for  the  third  reading  of  the  in- 

'fblvent  bill. 

Mr.Pwlet.     'Mr.  Paulet  faid,  I  rife,  Sir,  in  conformity  with  my  former 

conduft  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  to  give  my  oppofition  to  this 

hill;  every  idea  of  juftice  to.  public  credit  urges  me  to  do 

fb.     The  lofs  of  that  credit,  whofe  decline  is  too  apparent 

at  prefent,  mull  be  accelerated  by  fuch. frequent  deviations 

from  the  fecurity  of  the  laws — A  former  bill  of  this  nature 

recited,  that  aQs  of  this  nature  were  inexpedient,  dangerous, 

and  cautibufly  to  be  reforted  to.     Such  language  from  the 

Legiflature  implied  an  encouragement  to  men  in  trade  to 

extend  that  credit,  which  a  ftrifif  execution  pf  the  laws  ought 

to  fecure,  and  which  was  given  on  the  confidence  that  no 

future  relaxation  of  this  nature  ihould  prematurely  take 

t,  place; 
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place;  this  tneafure  is  then  evidently  an  injuftice,  on  the  me- 
rits of  which  I  will  take  the  fenfe  ot  the  Houfe. 
On  the  divifion,  the  Ayes  were        -        -        -    29 
Noes,      -      -      --    -     -      6 

Majority,  ,    -   •  -  23 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid;.  that  having  moveo*  for  leave  to  Mr.  Chan- 
bring  in  "  A  bill  for  the  better  government  of  India,**  hew  as  ce,lo»  Pitt» 
informed  by  perfohs  more  converfant  than  he  was  with  the 
forms  of ,  the  Houfe,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  that  bill,   could  not,   confidently  with ' 
"thofe  forms,  put  into  it  any  thing  that  was  foreign  to  the 
title ;  as  it  was  his  intention  to  include  in  the  fame  bill  the 
eJftabltfliment  of  a  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  Eaft-India  delin- 
quents, it  became  neeeflary  fpr  him  to  move,  that  it  1>e  an 
Inftruction  to  the  Committee,  to  infert  claufes   to  that 
effedt,  and  to  enter  the  title  of  the  bill  accordingly.     He 
then  made  his  motion,  which  was  carried  without  any  con- 
verfation; 

Mr.  Sheridan  requefted  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Mr.  Stei^ 
would  inform  him  if  an  idea  of  what  was  gone  abroad,  had  *•"• 
any  foundation,  that  the  bill  for  preventing  bf  fmuggling, 
by  commutation  of  duties  on  tea,  was  to  be  abandoned;  as 
the  delay,  of  introducing;  it  feemed  to  countenance  the  rer 
port,  and  thefe  people  who  viewed  many  parts  of  it  in  an 
unfavourable  light,  particularly  the  people  of  Yoric,  yere 
inclined  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  was  the  intention  of  Adiriinif- 
tratiOn;  and  he  particularly  obje&ed  to  that  principle  of 
commutation  which  burdened  the  Public  with  fo  extend ve  * 

a  tax  as  that  on  windows,  which  he  would  recommend  to 
,be  laid  afide,  and  to  which  he  would  give  every  oppofition, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  the  bill  was  by  no  means  Mr.  Chan- 
to  be  abandoned  ;  but  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  cellor  Pltu 
would  make  fome  allowances  for  the  weighty  and  complica- 
ted bufinefs  to  which  the  detail  of  Eait-India  regulations 
muft  neceflarily  fubjeft  Minifters ;    the  experience  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  had  already  a  .bill  prepared  for 
jhat  purpote,  muft  give  him  a  readineis  b^pnd  men'  wto^ 
muft  weigh  the  matter  here. 

Some  warm  and  rather  ill-humoured  etfpreffions  dropt  be- 
tween Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  when  the  Houfe  interfered, 
and  put  a  ftop  to  the  converfation. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  that  the  inland  duties  on  cocoa,  coffee,  Mr.Roffc 
&c.  be  taken  off,  and  be  hi'd'toft'the  importation  bf  them. 

Vol.  XVI.  D  Mr. 
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Mr.  Eden.  Mr.  Eden  defired  to,  be  informed,  if  there  jwrere  any  cooi- 
ihutation  duties  intended  in  lieu  of  thefe,  and  what  they 
produced ;  of  if  there  was  any  difference  in  the  produce,  in 
the' manner,  now  propofed ;  he  alfo  obferved,  that  the  exemp- 
tion of  inland  duties  expofed  the  revenue  more  to  the  temp- 
tation of  fmuggling.      -     ^ 

Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Rofe  replied,  they  were  not  intended  as  commutation 
.  .  taxes;  the  amount  of  the  inland  duties,  be  faid,  was  only 
about  25,0001.  a  yeai^ ;  and  what  was  laid  upon  the  imports, 
was  meaut^only  as  an  equivalent  to  that;  but  fuppofing  the 
whole  fliould  be  loft  by  an  increafe  of  fmuggling,  the  excife 
Would  hot  be  a  lofer  thereby,  as  the  colledtioh  and  manage* 
knent  of  this  duty  coft  40,000].  annually. 
Leave  was  given ^ 

Mr.  chair.  •    Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  rofe  and  faid,  he  meant  to  make 

<*ttor  Pitt.  a  motjon>  which,  he  flattered  himfelf,  would  neither  pro- 
voke much  debate,  nor  be  attended  frith  incomplete  fuccefs. 
What  he  meant  was,  to  endeavour  to  cure  the  very  extra- 
ordinary delicacy  and  backwardnefs,  that,  iVappeared>  the 
,  Exchequer  had  hitherto  fliewn,  whenever  the  fu'ms  levied 
on  counties  that  had  not  raifed  their  militia  in  time,  had 
been  tendered  for  receipt;  and  with  this  view  he  moved, 
-   '      '  *'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  direfting 

'•«  the  payment  into  His  Majefty's  Exchequer,   of  all  the 
%i  fums  that  have  been  raifed  and  levied  tipon  any  county  of 
"  Great  Britain,  for  not  having  raifed  the  militia  for  the 
"  faid  county." 
Ordered. 

Mr  Chancellor  Pitt  next  defired  to  call  the  attention  of- 
the  Houfe  to  a  fubjeft  of  confiderable  importance,  which 
*  liad  a  good  deal  engaged  their  attention,  and  the  attention 
of  the  Public  without  doors,  he  meant  the  tax  on  coals, 

',;  .  which  he  had  propofed  among  *he  other  impofts  dated  to 

the  Houfe  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  week,  as  the  ways  and 
means  by  which  he  meant  to  provide  for  the  intereft  of  the 
money  wanted  for  the  public  fervices  of  the  yfcar.  When 
&£  ha<J  firft  mentioned  the  tax,  the  Houfe  would  recolle£fc, 
.  that  he  had  expfSflly  dated,  that  if  a  tax  upon  coals,  not 
"brought  into  the  port  of  London,  could  be  fo  laid,  as  to 
avoid  its  operating  either  immediately  or  by  its  effefl:  to  .the 
prejudice  of  our  manufa&ures  arid  to  the  detriment  of  the 
'national  interfts,  he  fhould  be  of  opinion,  that  fuch  a  tax 
was  an  advifeable  one :  this  opinion  of  his  remained  un- 
altered; but  from  the  information  he  had  been  abje  to  col- 

lea 
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left  upon  the  fubje£t,  he  found  iron's  minds  fo  adverfe  to 
the  tax,  and  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  make  fuch  an 
infinite  variety  of  exceptions  and  regulations,  in  order  to 
prevent  it  from  having  an  injurious  effect  on  one  or  other 
of  our  manufactures,  that  he  thought  it  more  expedient  to 
abandon  the  tax,  than  to  endeavour  to  adopt  the  variety  of 
modifications  of  it  that  had  already  appeared  to  be  neceflary  s 
fince,  he  could  not  expe£t,  amidil  the  multitude  of  imppr- 
tant  public  fubjedts  that  called  for  his  attention,  to  be  able 
to  prepare  a  bill  properly  guarded  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  feflion.  Having,  therefore,  taken  his  resolution  to! give 
up  the  tax  on  coals,  he  thought  it  his  duty,  as  early  as 
poffible,  to  fignify  the  fame  to  the  Houfe.  But  while  he 
declared  that  he  abandoned  the  tax  upon  coals,  he  meant 
not  to  be  under  flood  as  having  abandoned  the  principle  of 
it;  to  that  he  ftill  adhered;  remaining  perfectly  perfuaded, 
that  if  means  could  be  found  to  modify  the  tax  in  the  man- 
ner that  he  had  mentioned,  it  would  be  a  good  one ;  and  the 
Houfe  would  do  him  the  juftice  to  remember,  that  he  had 
exaftly  defcribed  it  in  this  manner  when  he  had  propofed 
it  5  and  had  at  that  time,  and  on  fubfequcnt  occasions,  de- 
clared  himfelf  not  fo  wedded  to  any  propofal  of  his  own, 
as  to  be  .deaf  to  convi&ion,  could  arguments  be  adduced  to 
fhew,  that  the  tax  was  not  an  advifeable  one  under  all  the 
circumftances  of  it.  Having  heard  enough  upon  the  fub- 
je&,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  abandon  that  tax,  but  he 
begged  to  be  underjtood  as  determined,  difagreeable  and 
irkfome  as  it  was  to  impofe  burdens  on  the  People,  not 
to  flinch  from  that  part  of  the  duty  of  the  fituation  he  held ; 
arid  although  he  gave  up  this  tax  on  coals,  on  the  grounds 
that  he  had.ftated,  to  be  firmly  of  opinion,  that  When  a 
tax  was  propofed  from  a  reafonafcle  expectation  that  it  was 
a  proper  one,  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought  not 
to  give  way  upon  flight  rcafons,  or  to  abandon  it  on  account 
of  fome  little  degree  of  clamour  that  it  might  excite.  Hav- 
ing confented  to  give  up  this  tax,  it  would  be  his  duty  to 
fubftitute  another,  in  order  to  provide  an  adequate  fuiji  to 
the  deficiency  that  the  lofs  of  the  propofed  tax  on  coals 
would  occafiori";  and  he  relied  upon  the  good  fenfe,  the 
wifdom,  arid  the  liberality,  of  that  Houfe,  for  fupport;  not 
imagining  that  they  would  be  more  unwilling  fcr  more  dif- 
ficult in  contenting  to  give  their  approbation*  to  another 
tax  to  be  fubftitutcJd  in  lieu  of  the  intended  tax  on  coals, 
merely  becaufe  he  had  agreed  to  abandon  that  tor  reafons 

Da  of 
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1  0f  an  urgent  nature.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he 
{hould  take  a  very  early  day  for.  propofing .  the  tax  to  be 
(iibftituted —  And  then  moved,  <4  That  to  much  of  the 
u  order,  for  bringing  in  a  bill  or  bills,  upon  the  refolutions 
u  reported  from  the  Committee  of  ways  and  means,  on 
"  Thurfday  laft,  as  relates  to  the  making  provifion  in  the 
u  faid  bills,  purfuant  to  the  refolutions  impofing,  duties 
u  on  co^ls,  pe  difcharged." 
Sir  John  Sir  John  fVrotteJley  rofe  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  rjght 
Wwucflay.  honourable  gentleman  for  What  he  had  juft  faid,  and  to 
acknowledge,  the  very  handfome  manner  in  which  he  had 
condufted  himfelf  all  through  the  bufinefs.  Sir  John  de- 
clared, he  had  that  day  received  feveral  letters  from  his 
conftituents,  full  of  alarm,  in  confequence  of  their  having 
heard  of  the  tax  that  had  been  propofed  to  be  laid  upon 
coals;  and. he  had  not  the fmalleft  doubt,  but  that  the  alarm 
would  have  fprcad  universally  throughout  the  kingdom,  had 
the  right  honourable  gentlepian  perfifted  in  his  intention 
.  of  taxing  an,  article,  fo  effential  and  unavoidable  in  its  ope- 
ration upon  almoft  every  fpecies  of  manufacture  in  England : 
what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  therefore  had  that 
day  declared,  he  was  perfuaded,  would  give  general  fa- 
tisfa&ion. 
td,  DeUval  Lotd  Delayed  alfo  exprefled  his  fatisfa&ion  on  the  oc;ca- 
fion  —  His  Lordflrijp  ftated  the  particular  profits  of  the  pro- 

£  meters  of  coal  mines,  upon  every  quantity  equal  to  the 
iondon  chaldron;  and  fliewed,  that  it  did  not  exceed  fix- 
jpence  or  a  Shilling  upon  each  chaldron. 
Mr*  Burke.      Mr*  Burke  de fired  the  refolutions  the  Houfe  had  come 
to  in  1782,  for  the  recal  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  of  Mr, 
Haftings*  might  be   read  —  This  having  been  complied 
with,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  aright  honourable  gentleman ,  had 
.  »         juft  received  much  eulogium  for  having  abandoned  a  pur- 
pofe  which  he  had  originally  propofed,  and  he  abandoned 
it  profeffedly  becaufe  he  found  his  purpofe  to  be  imprafti- 
cable :  in  like  manner  he  i.ofe  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that 
be  {hould  abandon  any  farther  purfuit  of  meafures  againft 
,     Sir  Elijah  Impey,.  and  that  for  the  fame  reafon  as  that  af- 
figned  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  viz.  becaufe  he 
found  it  would  be  impra&icale  for  him  to  purfue  any  — 
But  he  did  not  intend  to  propofea  fubilitution  for  what  he 
abandoned,  and  therefore,  as  he  was  not  about  to  follow 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  example  in  all  its  parts, 
he  prefumed,  he  (hould  not  (hate  in  all  tbe  glory  that  had  at- 
tended 
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tended  k.  Having  faid  this,  he  reminded  the  Houfe,  that 
the  refolution*  he  had  juft  had  read,  originated  in  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  Secret  and  the  Sele£t  Committees  \  that  one 
of  them  had  been  moved  by  Sir  Adam  Fergufo/i,  and  the. 
other  by  General  Smith,  neither  of  whom,  greatly  to  the 
lofs  of  the  Public,  were  now  in  Parliament*  but  as  it  was 
well  known  that  he  had  taken  an  a£tive  and  a  bufy  part,  as 
a  member  of  the  Seleft  Committee,  it  might  be  thought 
that  he  would  purfue  what  they  had  begun,  and  therefore 
he  rofe  to  fignify  that  he  abandoned  all  thoughts  of  fo  do- 
ing, from  a  convi&ion  that  it  would  be  impracticable.  He ' 
had  read,  he  faid,  in  a  report  of  what  bad  paffed  in  that 
Houfe,  on  a  day  when  he  was  not  prefent,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  when  he-  announced  the  arrival  of 
Sir  Elijah  Impey  in  England,  lamented  '{he  abfence  of 
fome  perfon  concerned  in  propofing  the  refolution  for  hi* 
recal.  As  he  might  as  well  be  that  perfon  as  any  other,, 
he  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  anounced  Sir  EHjah  Impey's  arrivaf  as  a  Minifter,  or 
by  way  of  feaftjng  the  Houfe  with  a  piece  of  news,  if  he. 
had  done  it  with  the  latter  view,  he  muft  tell  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  it  was  no  news  to  him,  for  he  had  heard 
it  before 5  but  if  he  had  given  the  information  as  a  Miniftery 
that  gave  the  bufinefs  a  very  different  completion.  Mr* 
Burke  then  proceeded  to  argue,  that  it  was  rather  the  duty 
of  the  Minifter,  as  the  Minifter,  and  reprefentative  of  the 
reft  of  the  King's  fervants,  to  enforce  the  resolutions  of 
that  Houfe  refpefting  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  than  that  of  any 
private  and  individual  member  of  Parliament.  He  faid,, 
the  Committee  and  the  Houfe  had  laid  the  grounds  of, 
the  proceeding,  and  it  became  the  Minifter  fo  far  to  fall 
in  with  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  as  to  take  up  their  refolu- 
tions and  aft  upon  it.  The  refolution  dated  a  charge,  and 
that  charge  called  for  trial.  Perhaps  impeachment  before 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  the  proper  procefs  \  if  fo,  with 
what  hopes  of  fuccefs  could  he,  an  individual,  venture  to 
go  on,  when  the  perfon  likely  in  that  cafe  to  be  the  judge, 
a  man  high  in  abilities,  high  in  fituation,  high  in  every  ~ 
refpe£t,  had  exprefsly  declared,  that  "  with  refpe£t  to  the 
u  Reports  of  the  Sele<9:  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
"  mons,  he  regarded  them  no  more  than  the  hiftory  of  .    . 

€i  Robinfon  Crufoe.  Thus  had  this  nobleman,  who  was 
to  be  the  judge,  prejudged  the  caufe,  and  declared  his 
.mind  to  b$  poifoned  upon  the  fubjeft. 

Lord 
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Id.  Mahos      lord  Mabon  called  Mr.  Burke  to  order  5  his  Lordftiip 
faid,  he  held  it  to  be,  diforderly  for  any  member  in  that 
Houfe  to" repeat  the  exacl  words  that  had  been  fpoken  in 
debate  in  another  Houfe  of  Parliament.     If  the  honourable 
gentleman  perfifted  in  fuch  a  practice  he  would  have  rc- 
courfc  to  a  fimilar  pra&ice. 
Mu  Bwfke.      Mr.  Burke  faid  with  a  fmile,  the  noble  Lord  was  perfeftly 
welcome,  pttimufque  damufque  vici'ffim*   In  order  to  accomr 
modate  himfelf  ,to  the  order  of*  the,  Houfe,  however,  he 
*  ftated  what  had  beert  faid  by  Lord  Thurlow'  in^a  fpecch  be- 
x     fore  Chriftmas  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  upon  the  firft  read- 
ing of  Mr.  Fox's  Eaft -India  bill,  as  words  fpoken  in  a 
coffee  houfe,  and  thus  proceeded  to  comment  upon  thofe 
parts  of  that  fpeech,  irt  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  defended  and  extolled  Mr.  Haftings,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  had  reprobated,  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  had  printed 
the  Reports  of  Committees  ,of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
fold  them  as  panaplets,  in  order  to  run  down  the  Gover- 
nor General's  character.     Mr.  Burke  faid,  by  comparing 
the  Reports  of  the  Select  Committee  to  the  hiftory  of  Ro- 
binfon1 Crufoe,  he  prefumed  the  noble  and  learned  perfon 
meant  to  defcribe  the  Reports  to  be  fables.     He  could 
hardly  mean  more ;  nor  did  he  fuppofe,  though  Robinfon 
Crufoe  was  held  in  difrefpecl:  in  another  aflembly,  that  every 
Robinfon  was  equally  difefteemed  there — [A  loud  laugh]  Af- 
ter fome  pleafantry,  Mr.  Burke  urged  Mr.  Pitt  to  take  up 
the  bufinefs,  and  exprefstyvdcclared  that  he  had  no  perfo- 
nal  enmity  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey;  to  his  knowledge  he  had 
never  feen  him ;'  he  wifhed  him  well ;  it  was  his  public  con- 
duct: folely  that  he  regarded;  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  fay 
a  good  deal,  both  relative  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey  and  Mr.' 
Haftings,  but  it  had  been  to  their  a&ions  only  that  he  had 
fpoken  j  he  had  nothing  to  fay  to  the  virtues  or  vices  of 
any  man  ;  it  was  enough  for  him  that  their  actions  called 
for  animadverfion.     He  concluded  a  fpeech  of  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour's  continuance,  with  repeating  his  pofition, 
that  as  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ftood  cjiarged  in  the  refolution  of 
that  Houfe,  with  having  been  guilty  of  a. breach  of  duty  in 
office,  it  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  MinifterVo  conduct 
the  profecution  againft  him.  \ 

Mr.  Chan-     '  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  'though  there  was  n^  queftion 
•ellorPitt.  before  the  Houfe  he  hoped  he  might  be  indulged  with  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  a  fpeech  addreflett  to  himfelf — He 
then  ftated,  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  declare  to  the 
4  Houfe, 
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Houfe,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who  had  been  recalled  from 
India  by  Hi?  Majefty*  in  Confequence  of  an  addrefs  of  that 
Houfe,  4was  arrived;  but  he  begged  leave  to  decline  the  ho- 
nour of  being  fubftituted  as  Sir  Elijah's  profecutor \  the  bu-    '  . 
finefs  was  in  better  hands. 

Mr.  Burke  made  a  (hott  reply  t>y  way  of  explanation ; 
and.  Major  Scott  attempted  to  fpeak;  but  the  Speaker  de* 
glared  as  there  was  no  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  he  could 
not  fuffer  the  converfation  to  proceed. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a.  Committee,  when  Mr.  Hujpy  Mr.Hoflep, 
alked  to  what  objeft  the  Commiffioners  were  next  to  direft 
their  attention  ?  fie  faid,  he  did  not  diflike  either  the  Com* 
tfiiflioners  or  the  expence  of  their  falaries $  but  he  con- 
ceived it  was  not  meant  to  be  a  permanent  commiflion, 
and  therefore  he  wifhed  to  know  to  what  they  were  next  - 
to  point  their  inquiries.  ♦ 

.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  itated,  that  the  Houfe  had  not  left  Mr.  Chan,, 
the  Commiffioners  to  their  discretion  entirely,  and  fuffered  allor  PlUf 
them  to  proceed  in  their  examination  of  the  public  accounts  N 

in  the  manner  that  they  thought  the  B$ft ;  but  in  moft  of 
■the  bills  that  had  pafled  for  continuing  the  commiflion  from 
year  to  year,  it  had  been  a  dire&ion  to  the  Commiffidners, 
to  pay  their  earlieft  attention  to  fome  particular  objeft; 
fuch  as  the  cxtraordinaries  of  the  army  in  one  cafe,  parti* 
cular  offices  in  another,  and  fo  on.  At  prefent,  the  Com- 
jniffioners  were  engage^  in  a  very  important  enquiry,  an 
enquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  accounts  of  the  cuftoms. 

Mr.  HuJJiy  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  he  was  aware  that  Mr.Haflej* 
the  Commiffioners  had  hitherto  proceeded  to  investigate 
the  accounts  of  the  receipts,  difburfements,  Sec.  of  the 
Fubordinate  accountants;  what  he  wiffied  to  know,  was, 
whether  they  meant  to  inquire  into  the  .Exchequer  itfelf, 
the  place  where  the  public  money  was  firft  received,  and 
whence  it  was  firft  Jffued  ?  That,  Mr.  Hufley  faid,  he 
confidered  as  the  fountain  of  all  the  public  accounts, 
as  pre-eminent  over  every  other  office  of  account;  and 
therefore  he  wiffied  to  know,  whether  and  when  the  Com- 
miffioners would  proceed  to  examine  into,  and  report  the. 
nature  of  keeping  accounts  in  the  Exchequer.  He  alfo 
wiffied  to  know  if  any  thing  was  meant  to  be  propofed  by 
the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon 
any  part  of  the  various  Reports  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
Accounts  that  feffion  ? 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pit*  faid,  be  feared  it  wpuld  be  impoffiblc 
•tllor  Pitt,  to  bring  forward  any  meafare  upon  the  Reports  of 'the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Accounts,  in  the  (hort  period,  that,  he  hoped, 
there  remained  of  the  prefent  feffion ;  efpecially  as  fuch  a 
number  of  different  affairs,  of  the  utmoft  importance,  were 
yet  to  be  done,  and  which  could  not  be  poftponed;  he  Bat- 
tered himfel£  however,  that  another  feffion  would  not  be 
fufiered  to  efcape  without  the  Reports  being  fully  difcofled 
and  adled  upon.  Not  that  the  Reports  had  failed  of  efie&, 
becaufe  they  had  not  yet  been  rendered  the  immediate  ground 
of  any  legiflative  proceeding ;  they  had  conduced  to  the 
public  fervice  very  eflentially,  in  accelerating  the  payment 
of  the  public  money  in  various  inftances;  and  it  was  not  to 
be  reckoned  among  the  leaft  of  the  advantages  refulting  from 
v  them,  that  they  had  awakened  the  public  jealoufy  to  many 

fads  and  circumftances,  that  well  merited  to  be  watched 
with  a  jealous  eye,  and  which,  till  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Accounts  had  brought  them  to  light,  were  iri  a 
manner  obfeured  and  hid  from  public  acquaintance.     With 
^    regard  to  their  inquiry  into  the  accounts  of  the  Exchequer 
in  the  firft  raftance,  as  their  commiffion  authorifed  and  di- 
xeded  them  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure,  receipt^  and 
manner  of  accounting  for  the  public  money,  their  doty  na- 
turally extended  to  every  fpecies  of  public  expenditure,  re- 
ceipt and  account,  and  confequently  comprehended  the  office 
of  Exchequer,  which  they  would  doubtlefs  dired  their  atten- 
tion to,  before  they  conudered  their  inquiry  to  be  finiilied, 
.    and  the  obje&  of  their  .institution  to  be  fully  completed. 
Here  the  converfation  ended. 

July  9. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P/Vs  Eaft-India  bill  having  been  brought 
.    in  and  prefented, 
Mr.  Wnx-     Mr.  fVraxall  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  give  any  oppofition 
*"•    s        to  a  bill,  the  neceffity  of  which  was,  he  believed,  admitted 
by  the  whole  Houfe ,  the  fpirit  of  which,  as  it  had  been 
opened  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  approved, 
and  every  degree  of  delay  in  the  introdu£tion  of  which,  he 
had  lamented  in  the  ftrongefi  manner.    He  faid,  that  he  was, 
.    ,        however,  far  from  imputing  any  part  of  that  delay  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  at    the  head  of  his  Majefty's 
anairs,  as  under  the  circumftances  in  which  every  new  Par- 
liament met,  and  particularly  the  prefent  Pariiament/which  ^ 
had. been  occupied  by  the  Weftminfter election  during  the" 

firft 
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firft  three  weeks,  he  was  perfuaded  no  part  of  the  delay 
could  be  attributed  to  Minftry. 

Mr.  Wraxall  declared,  that  he  was  happy  to  fee  the  decifion 
:md  firmnefs  which  charadterifed  the  right  honourable  gent-  •, 
leman  in  bis  minifterial  capacity,  vifible  in  the  outlines  of 
the  bill,  and  peculiarly  in  that  firft  principle  of  it,  the  accu- 
rately defining,  and  at  the  fame  time  augmenting  and  en- 
larging, the  powers  vefted  in  the  Supreme  -Government*  of 
Bengal.  He  obferved,  that  whoever  was  converfant  in  the 
hiftory  of  Ind'ra  fdr  thefe  laft.  ten  years,  and  even  with  the 
tranfadlions  of  the  pre/ent  moment,  muft  immediately  ad- 
mit the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  increafing  the  power  of  the 
government  general,,  and  rendering  it  fupreme  over  every 
part  of  India,  in  all  the  great  outlines  of  war,  of  peace,  and  of 
policy.  He  faid,  that  (he  fullen  acquiefcence  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Bombay,  during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  Marattah 
war,  in  the  orders  of  the  government  general,  but  ftill  more, 
the  contemptuous  and  infolent  refufal,  which  the  repeated  ' 

and  peremptory  commands  of  the  Supreme  Council  had  met 
with  from  Lord  Macartney  and  the  government  of  Madras, 
Called  loudly  for  ibme  inftant  and  effectual  in terpofit ion.  He 
hoped  his.  Majefty's  Minifters  meant  to  apply  an  effectual 
remedy  to  thofe  evils,  which  could  only  be  done  by  defining 
and  extending  the  powers  to  be  granted  by  the  prefent  bill 
to  the  government  of  Bengal.  , 

Having  laid  down  this  principle,  Mr.  Wraxall  faid,  that  he 
hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant  likewife  to  in-  . 
froduce  another  very  important' and  efiential  regulation, 
though  n&  mention  of  it  appeared  in  the  bill  before  the  Houfe; 
— he  meant,  the  eftablifhment  of  a  regular,  expeditious,  and 
certain  communication  between  England  and  the  Eaft  Indies. 
To  thedifgrace  of  every  Adminiftration  which  had  governed  ' 

this  country  for  many  years  paft,  he  faid',  that  although  plans 
had  been  repeatedly  given  in,  no  effectual  fteps  had  been 
taken  to fettle  any  fuch  mode  of  communication,  tjhough  no-  * 
fhing  could  be  more  eafily  efFecied  by  a  wife  and  a&ive 
Miniftry.  He  faid,  that  it  was  equally  incumbent,  from 
motives  of  humanity,  as  from  found  policy,  to  eftablifti  fuch 
a  conftant  conveyance ;  and  he  infianced,  by  the  fatal  con- 
fluences refulting'Trom  the  delay  in  tranfmitting,  accounts 
df  the  lajte  general  peace  to  India,  which,  though  ratified  in 
the  beginning  of  February  laft  year,  was  not  fent  out  over-  . 
land  for  near  two  months,  and  by  fea  for  nearly  three 
months."  The  confluence  of  this  negleft  was,  Mr.  Waxall 
obferved,  that-  intelligence  of  this' important  event  wate  firft 

Vol.XVL  E  "  conveyed 
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conveyed  to  India  by  private  letters,  which  put  a  ftop  to  the 
effufion  of  blood,  at  amoft  critical  and  momentous  period  of 
the  War,  when  our  very  exiilence  on  the  coaft  of  Coromaa- 
del. was  in  the  extremeit  danger.    •       , 

Mr.Wraxall  faid,  that  before  he  fet  down,  he  (hould  make 
one  remark,  which,  although  he  did  not  mean  to  propofe  as 
&queftion  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  yet  he  trailed* 
however  unimportant  the  quarter' from  whence  it  originated, 
was  not  unworthy  of  his  attention*  It  was,  that  he  noped 
Mmiftry  had  no  intentions  of  recalling  the  prefent  Governor 
General  of  Bengal,  in  whofe  capacity,  integrity,  and  refource* 
#  he  exprefled  the  higheft  confidence.  He  traced,  therefore,, 
that  no  folicitation  or  intereft,  from  whatever  quarter  it 
j*iighi:  come,  or  however  high  the  perfon  who  might  be  in 
contemplation  to  fill  the  poll,  would  be  able  to  induce  his. 
Majefty's  Minifters  to  difmifs  a  man,  who  had  evinced  in  alk 
bis  part  condu&,  that  he  &i  worthy  of  the  arduous*  fituation 
in  which  he  had  prefided  to  many  years. 

Mr.  Wraxall  concluded  by  thanking  the  Houfe  for  the  in- 
dulgence which  they  had  (hewn  him,  and  by  preffing  the  at- 
tention of  Miniftry  to  the  points  of  regulation  which  he  had 
recommended.  .  ' 

Mr.  Demp.      Mr.  Dsmftfter  wi filed  to  know,  if  any  part  of  the  bill  went 
fter  to  fon$ify  the  appointment  of  a  Court  of  Appeal  in  BengaL 

Mr.  Dempfter  faid,  the  caufe  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey's  being  re- 
called was,  his  having  accepted  the  office  of  prefident  of  fuch. 
a  sourt;  he  happened  not  to  be  in  the  Houfe  when  Sir 
Elijah's*  arrival  was  under  cUfcuffion,  or  he  fhould  have 
fpoken  upon  the  fubjed ;  but  undoubtedly  a  Court  of  Appeal 
was. extremely  neceffary  in  India,  becaufe  every  landholder, 
there  had  fome-conne&ion  or  other  with  the  revenue  of  the. 
government;  a  circumftance  which  proved  a  mart  fruitful 
fourceof  litigation. 

]Mo  anfwer  being  given,  the  bill  was  read  a  firft  time. 
Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved  for  it  to  be  read .  a  fecond  time, 
•cMor  Pitt.  and  faid,  he  wifted  to  choofe  ,a  day  mpft  agreeable  to  the 
Houfe  in  general*     From  what  had  been  faid  upon  the  fubjedt 
laftTuefday,  he  nether  imagined  the  oppofition  intended  to 
be  made  to  it,  would  be  offered  in  the  Committee,  and  not  on 
the  fecond  readings     If  agreeable,  therefore,  he  would  move, 
that  it  he  printed,  read  a  fecond  time  on  Tuefday,  and  com-. 
.  roitted  for  Wednefday. 
Mr.  Fo»w         Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  no  defire  to  delay  the  bufinefs;  but  as 
the  bill  was  extremely  long,  and  could  not  be  printed  before 
Tuefday,  he  thought  Wednefday  rather  too  foon  a  day  for, 

gentlenjea 
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-gentlemen  to  ptepare  thcmfelve*.  For  his  part,  many  tif  the 
regulations  for  the  internal  government  of  India,  which  ap- 
peared from  ^he  breviate  to  form  the  middle  j>ait  ot  the  bill, 
lie  moft  probably  ihould  approve,  and  therefore  he  fhould  not 
oppofe  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  but  fhould  referve  what 
he  had  to  fay  upon  it  til!  it  was  in  the  Committee; 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  then  propofed  Friday  for  the  day  of  Mr.  Chan- 
-commitment,  which  Mr.  Fox  aflbnted  to,  CiUor  Klta 

July  12. 

TTi*  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  the  Houfe  to  re- 
folve  itfelf  intq  a  Committee  upon  the  bill  impofing  an  ad- 
dkipnal  duty  of  one  half-penny  a  pound  on  candles,  and  Mr9 
Gilbert  having  taken  his  feat  at  the  table, 

Mr.  Slopcr  rofe  to  exprefs  his  wifhes,  that  fome  means  could  Mr.  Slopcr* 
be  devifed  of  altering  the  mode  of  laying  this  tax,  fo  that  ijt 
might  not  afieft  the  poor.  He  afkod,  whether  it  could  not 
be  done  by  exempting  the  fmaller-fi*ed  candles  from  the  new 
duty,  and  laying  it  fomewhat  heavier  upon  thofe  lifually  con- 
fumed  by  the  rith  and  wealthy  I 

Mr*  Rofe  faid,  the  Commifiioners  of  Excife  had  been  con-  Mr.  Rofe. 
fulted  upon  the  fubjefi,  and  they  had  been  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  no  alteration  fimtlar  to  that  fuggefted  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  trouW  be  hazarded,  without  opening  fo 
wide  a  door  to  fraud  and  abufe,  that  it  •was  much  to  be  ' 

feared  the  produ&ivenefsof  the  tax  would  be  in  a  great  mea- 
sure defeated.  ;  k 

Mr.  Martin  faid, "he  neverthelefs  wiflied  much,  that  means  Mr.Martin. 
could  be  found  to  take  the  weight  of  fuch  taxes'  from  the 
poor,  and  lay  it  upon  the  rich  and  the  luxurious ;  he  fug- 
gefled,  that  if  the  fmali  candles  ufed  by  the  poor  could  be  ex- 
empted, the  deficiency  might  be  made  good  by  an  additional 
tax  oh  wax  candles.    ' 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  what  the  honourable  gentleman  fuggefted,  Mr.  Eden, 
founded  too  plaufibly  to  thofe  who  did  not  happen  to  know 
the  detail  of  thefe  fubje&s,  to  pafs  without  observation  :   he  . 
thought  it  right,  therefore,  to  apprise  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  the  Houfe,  that  the  duties  to  "which  wax  candles 
weft  fubje&,  were  already  fo  high,  as  to  throw  a  great  (hare 
of  the  whole  manufacture  into  the  hands'  of  illicit  dealers ; 
-that  the  whole  produce  of  that  duty  was  now  funk  to  about 
5000I.  a  year ;  much  of  which  was  paid  by  one  houfe;   and  " 
that  it  would  be  expedient  rather  to  lower  the  duty  than  to 
raife  it*    .Having  faid  this,  however,  from  motives  of  candour, 

E  2     •  he 
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he  begged  ndt  tb;be  underftood  to  defend  the  prefent  pro- 
-pofition  on  tallow  candled  ;    he  felt  ftrongly  the  objections 
to  which  that  tax  was  liable,  fo  far  as  it  reached  the  lower 
people  ;    it  was,  however,  difficult  at  prefent,  to  find   a 
productive  tax  not  liable^  to  that  objection. 
Mr.Rofc. .      Mrf  Rofe  faid,  that  it.waswHhed  to  take  fome  occafion 
of  examining  the  ftate  of  the  duties  en  wax  candles ;   and 
f  that  with  refpefl:  to  excepting  the  fmali  candles,  the  Com- 

|    •  .    miffioners  of  Excife  had  been  unable  to  frame  any  plan  for 

j  that  purpofe. 

I  W[r.  James       Mr;  James  Luttrell  pleaded  in  favourof  the  tax,  as  a  tax, 

j  Luttrell..     tnc  weight  of  which  would  fall'  upon  the  rich,  and  its  ope- 

ration upon  the'  poor  be  extremely  light  and  eafy.  .  The 
tax,  he  obferved,  was  a  general  tax,  and  a  tax  upon  con- 
sumption;  the  larger  fort  of  candles,  every  body  muft  al- 
low, would  be  confumed  chiefly  by  the  wealthy  ;  whereas, 
the  fmaljer  fort,  a  fmaller  number  of  pounds  of  which  only 
were  bought  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  by  the  pooreft  fami- 
'  lies>  would  alfo  depend  "greatly  /or  their  confumption  on 
the  rich,  fince,  in  confequence  of  the  new  tax,  they  would 
.    .  naturally  direct  their  fervants  to  ufe  them  in  their  (tables 

and  other  offices.   - 
Mr.  Polte-       Mr.  Pulteney  faid,  if  the  Commiflioners.  of  the  Excife 
»*/•  could  aflign   no  better  reafon  for  the  opinion   they   had 

given,  againfi*  any  alteration  of  the  duty  in  iefpeft  to  the 
difference  between  fmall  candles  and  large  ones,  than  the 
1  argument  the  honourable  gentleman  had  oppofed  to  what 

had  been  faid  upon  the  fubjed,  they*  wotdd  be  abje  to '  ad- 
vance very  little  to  the  purpofe.  There  was  a  degree  of 
incopfiftency  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  argument  that 
he  could  not  fubferibe  to.  How  could  a  tax!  be  faid  to  fall 
heavy  upon  the  rich,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  defcribed  as 
falling  light  upon  the  poor  ?  It  could  not  be  argued  both 
ways.  Mr.  Pulteney  faid,  it  ftruck  him  as  a  matter  ex- 
tremely eafjr  to  make,  a  diftindion  between  large  candles 
and  fmall  ones  \  nor  could  he  conceive  on  what  ground  of 
reafoning  it  was,  that  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Excife  oh-^ 
jefted  to  fuch  a  regulation;  It  was  a  mere  matter  of  office.; 
*  and,  if  thofe  who  were  intruded  with  the  management  of 
the  collection  of  any  part  of  the  revenue,  ftarted  at  a  trifling 
difficulty,  or  were  afraid-of  giving  themfelves,  of  thbfe  em- 
ployed under  them,  a  little  additional  trouble,  the  Lcgif- 
lature  might  as  well  decline  making  any  laws  whatever  in 
aid  of  the  revenue.    He  recommended,  therefore,  that  th? 

bill 
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bill  ihould  be  poftponed  till  the  Commiffioners  of  Excite 
had  been  examined  at  the  bar,  and  the  Houfe  had. heard, 
whether  the  reafons  they  might  be  able  to  affign  againft  the 
alteration  fuggefted,  were  fubftantial  reafons  or  not.  Be- 
fore fuch  an  event  had  taken  place,  he  declared,  he  had 
heard  nothing  that  ^ad  convinced  his  mind,  that  the  re- 
gulation Could  not  be  adopted  with  very  little  difficulty. 

Sir  James  Jobnflone  declared  himfelf  to  be  ftrongly  of  Sir  Jab* 
opinion  with  his  honourable  relation,  and  faid  the  Com*  JohnftyM. 
miffioners  of  Excife  muft  know  a  great  deal  more  about 
.candles  than  he  had  any.  idea  of,  if  they  were  ferioufly  of 
opinion  that  mould  candles,  and  candies  of  a  fuperior  fort 
and  fize,  were  not  eafy  to  be  diftiriguimed  from  farthing 
candles.  With  regard  to  gentlemen's  fervants  ufing  far- 
thing candles,  if  they  were  ordered  to  do  fo, "  they  would 
not  obey  fuch  orders,  but  would  have  the  beft  candles.  * 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  admitted  that  there  was  a  degree  of  Mr.  Chan, 
jnconfiftency  in  arguing  that   the  rich  would  pay  very  hea-  cell°r  **«• 
vily  towards  the  tax,  in  confequence  of  jthe  number  of  fmall 
eandles  they  confumed  ;  and  that  the  poor  would  fcarcely 
pay  any  thing  for  the  candles  of  the  fame  description  that 
they  ufed.     The  defence  of  the  tax  rcfted  altogether  upon  . 
another  ground ;    it  was  not  upqn  the  number  of  fmaU 
candles  confumed  by  the  rich,  but  upon  this  point :  the  tax 
was  a  tax  on  candles  by  the  pound,  and  confequehtly  the 
rich  being  in  the  habit  of  ufing'  a  fort  of  candles  that  had 
but  few  to  the  pound,  they  would  pay  the  largeft  (hare  of    ; 
the  duty  5  whereas,  the  fort  of  candles  generally  confumed 
by  the  poor,  contained  a  great  number  in  each  pound;  and 
the  fa&  Was, 'that  the  poor  bought  but  a  few  pounds  of - 
them  in  the  courfe  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Sloper  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Sloper, 
that  the  poor  confumed  moft  of  thofe  candles,  each  pound 
of  which  was  divided  into  a  confiderable  number,  and,  he 
faid,  he  believed  there  was  no  great  probability  of  the*  rich 
and  affluent  ufing  farthing  candles,  becaufc  it  would  turn 
out  to  be  very  bad  oeconomy,  from  the  fervants  throwing 
them  about  as  they  undoubtedly  would  do  ;  but  Mr.  Sloper 
bbferved,  there  were  various  of  our  manufactures  made  by  .  * 
candle  light  during  a  great  part  of  the  year  $  and  the  poor 
niaruira&urers  not  only  worked'  by  candle  Hgtyt,  but  were 
obliged  to  have  candles  of  a  tolerable  fize,"  and  few  to  the 
p6und  to  work  by.  On  fuch  candle  confumers-the  intended 

;  duty 
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duty  would  fall  very  heavy*  and  therefore  he  wifeed  fame 
difttn&ion  to  be  made. 
M*.Kok.<  .  .  Mr,  Rffe  again  faid,  the  qtteftton  had  been,  prefled  upon 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Excife  very  clofcly,  ,  but  they  had 
tinanimoufly  declared,  that  any  fuch  alteration  would  let  in 
abufe,  and  rain  the  produce  of  the  tax. 
Mrjolliftc.      tAt.'Jottiffh  faid,  that  what  was  a  mere  trifle  to  the  rich, 
wps  *  great  deal  to  the  poor  ;  and^even  half  a  farthing  only 
taken  from  thofe  who  could  not  earn  above  a  {hilling  a 
,  day,  was  miffed  by  them.     He  wiffied,  theiefore,  the  right 
honourably  gentlemen  would  reconfider  the  matter,  and  dajr 
a  penny  a  pound  upon  moulds,  and  thofe  forts  of  candles 
moft  ufed  by  the  rich,  and  families  in  the  middling  line  of 
,  life,  and  exempt  the  poor  from  the  tax  wholly. 
.    At  length  the  daufe,  without  the  amendment,  was  read, 
and  paffed. 

When  Mr.  Gilbert  came  to  the:  claufe,  authorizing  ex- 
cife officers,  to  enter  the   houfes  of  tallow- chandlers,  by 
night  and  by  day,  whenever  they  thought  proper, 
Mr.Hm&y.      Mr.  Hujpy  rofc  and  faid,  he,  could  not  fit  ftill  and  hear' 
a  claufe  fo  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  liberty  pafs  in ' 
filehce*    Would  that  Houfe  fufier  it  to  be  ena&ed,  that  an 
excife  officer  fhould  enter  private,  houfes  in  the  middle  of 
^  the  night,' or  when  he  chofe  to  do  fo  ?    furely  there  was 
fomethtag  too  arbitrary  and  oppreffive  in  the  proportion 
for  Engliihmen  to  accede  to  it  !• 
Mr.  JUfe.  '    Mr*  Rofi  faid,  the  claufe  complained  of  was  a  regulation 
-not  originally  in  the  bill,   but  now  propofed  at  the  exprefs 
defire  of  the  trade  ihemfeivefc. 
lit.  s«w.    k  Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridgt,  Mr,  Sheridan,  and  fome  other 
m  dWsh  •  gentlemen,  thought  nothing  could  excaifc  fuch  an  example 
i£     U%m  *£  tyranny  and  defpotifm.     Mr,  Sawbridge  contended,  that 
the  making  of  candles  was  a  manufacture  that  could  not  be 
carried  on  in  fecret ;  the  fmell  of  the  tallow  was  a  fufficient 
indication  of  its  being  about ;  men's  nofes  would  tell  them  ^ 
*wfcen  candles  were  nuiking,  and  therefore  there  could  be 
no  rtafonable  argument  advanced  to  juftify  fo  violent  a 
fubverfiort  of  die  liberty  and  freedom  of  the  lubje&. 
TheSoiici-      The  Sclicinr  Gemral   (Mr.  Macdonald)  remarked,  that 
totCtncral.  thofe  who  made  candles,  with  a  view  to  defraud  the  reve- 
nue, generally  made  them  in  the  night,  when  few  nofes 
Vere  paffing  by.    The  tallow  chandlers,  he  obferved,  ifrcrc 
the  beft  judges  of  the  tricks  that  could  be  played  in  theif 
own  trade }  and  it  was  evident,  fuch  a  claufe,  as  theclaufe 

in 
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in  queftion,  was  aftually  neceffary  to  put  the  fair  trader 
on  an  equal  footing  with  thofe,  who  made  a  praftice  of 
making  candles  clandeftinely,  or  they  never  would  havede* 
fired  to  have  a  claufe  inferted  in  the- bill,  which  certainly 
would  fubjeft  them  .to  very  great  inconvenience,  and  was 
in  its  nature  .extremely  harm  andfevcre*  ,    . 

iThe  claufe  paffed,  ancfthe  bill  went  through  the  Com-* 
mittee. 

The  Houfe  went  into'  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  the 
prevention  of  fmuggling^  Mr.  Gilbert  in  thechair. 

Mr.  Eden  obferved,  that  as  he  found  many  very  cofefi-  Mr.lrisa^ 
derable  alterations  in  the  bill,  whichv  would  make  it  diffe# 
very  much  from  the  form  in  which  it  was  originally  brought 
in?  he  ventured  to  fugged,  for  the  consideration  of  thfe  Com- 
mit tee,  the  propriety  of  admitting  for  the  prefent,  without 
debate/the  different  alterations  that  the  Minifter  might 
think  it  convenient  to  propofe  ;  that  the  Chairman  fhould 
then  report  progrefs,  and  afk  leave  to  fit  again  ;  and  that 
in  the  mean  time,  the  bill  (hould  be  printed  with  the 
amendments ;  gentlemen  would  then  have  time  to  eon- 
fider  the  nature  of  the  amendments  with  that  attention 
'  which  was  due  to  fo  important  a  bufinef?,  as  was  that  of 
introducing  new  reftriftions  upon  the  fubjeft,  though  for 
the  laudable  and  neceffary  purpbfe  of  crufhing  the,ruinous 
fyftem  of  fmuggling. 

Mr.  Chancefior  Pitt  approved  of  the  fuggeftion  thrown  Mr.  Chia* 
out  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  he  did  not' wifli  to«iUoc  Ktt* 
hurry  the  houfe  to  adept,  without  the  mod  ferious  conftder- 
ation,  the  alterations  that  he  intended  to  propofe  in  the 
bill ;  and  therefore  he  would  not  objeft  to  the  Chairman's 
reporting  progrefs,  and  the  bill  being  printed  in  toe  mean, 
time.    The  principal   alterations  he, intended  to  propofo 
were,  firft,  with  refpeft  to  the  four  feas,.  and  next,  with  r<e- 
fjpeft  to  the  fize  of  the  veffels,  which  in  certain  fituationi 
fnould  be  made  liable  to  feizure**     He  was  of  opinion,  that 
to  fubjeft  to  confiscation  veffels  that  fliouldbe  found,  in  the 
circumftances  defcribed  in  the  bill,%within  the  four  feas, 
would  be  a  very  effe6\ual  way  to  check  fmuggling  %   how- 
ever,  in  compliance  with  the  wifhes  of  fome  gentlemen,   • 
he  was  willing  to  depart  from  that  exprcflion,  as  it  then 
ftood  in  the  bill,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  them  to  be  too  in- 
definite ;  and  inftead  of  it,  he  would  adopt  the  principle  of 
the  hovering  aft,  by  which  veffels  hovering  about  the  coaft» 
within  the  diftance  of  two  leagues,  are  liable  to  confifcai 

tion : 
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turn:   he  Qieant  to  extend  the  principle  in  its  operation; 

and  to  make  the  diftance  from  the  fhore,  within  which  the 

veiiels  might  be  feized,  four  leagues  inftead  of  two. 

Mr.  1¥U-    ,t   jyjr-  fviiberfme  agreed  with  his  Tight  honourable  friend, 

bolbrcc     jn  mQfr  0£  t^e  provifipns  0f  hig  bill ;  but  there  was  one  to 

\  which  he  neyer-  could  fubferibe  5    and  >that  was,  that  the 

dj  owner  of  a   (hip  (hould,  \n  all  #fes  indiscriminately,  be 

Jj  obliged  to  anfwer  for  the  attempts  of  the  matter  of  the  (hip 

Si  or  the  mariners  to  fmuggle.     He  had  no  obje&ion  that  the  N 

H|  owner  (hould  be  made  to  anfwer  in  all  cafes,  in  which  it 

"!  x '  •    (hould  appear  that  he  was  privy  to  the  mifcondu&  of  the 

m  "        'matter  and  mariners  ;  but  he  could  not  corifent  that  a  Va- 

luable (hip  (hould  be  confiscated,  when  it  (hould  appear  to 
£t  the  fatisfa&ion  of  every  impartial  man,  not  only  that  the 

jv  owner  was  not  privy,  but  that  in  reafon  he  could  not  be 

fi'  deemed  privy  to  the  fmuggling  pra&ices  of  the  matter  and 

Sj  mariners.    In  order  to  elucidate  this,  he  fuppofed  a  cafe  of 

jl[|  a  (hip  worth  forty  or  fifty  thoufahd  pounds,  the  cargo  in- 

\\  *         *  eluded,  on  board  of  which  (hould  if  found  a  quantity  of 

!  fpirits,  exceeding  by  a,  few  quarts,  two  gallons  per  man 

for  her  company  ;    in  fuch  a  cafe  it  mutt  ttrike  every  man, 
f  that  the  owner  would  not,  for  a  few  gallons  of  fpirits,  run 

'         ~  the  rifque  of  having  fuch  a  property  as  bis  (hip  and  cargo 

confiscated,  *  What  he  wifhed,  therefore,  was,  that  in  fuch 
j,  cafes,  if  fpirits  to  (b  fmall  a  degree  beyond  the  quantity 

,  allowed  for  the  ufe  of  the  (hip's  company^  .(hould  be  found 
"■■   .-     in  the  (hip,  as  (hould  fatisfy  every  honeft  man  that  thefe 
fpirits  mutt  be  the  venture  of  the  matter  or  mariners,  and 
'  .    not  of  the  owner,  that  in  fuch  cafes*  the  (hip  and  cargo 

1  x   .  fhould  not  be  confiscated  \  but  that  the  matter  and  mariners 

|.f  ;,  (hould  be  folely  refponfible  for  their  own  mifconduft.     Ac* 

cording  to  the  laws  now  in  being,  the  innocent  were  molt 
prepoft^roufiy   fubje<flted   to   punifliments   in   thefe   cafes> 
A  while  the  really  guilty  perfons  efcaped  with  impunity  ;  for* 

the  innocent  owner  had  his  property  confiscated,  oecaufe 
his  marine!: s  happened  to  have  taken  a  few  gallons  of  fpirits 
more  than  the  law  allowed ;  and  a  cargo  and  (hip  worth 
50,0001.  were  forfeited  under  the  ridiculous  idea  that  the 
owner  mutt  have  intended  to  have  faved  a  few  (hillings  by 
fmuggling  two  or  three  gallons  of  fpirits.  He  was  aware 
that  fome  rigorous  rheafures  mutt  be  adopted  to  check  the 
alarming  growth  of,  fmuggling  j  and  therefore  he  had  no 
oojeftion.  that  the  confiscation  of  (hip  and  cargo  (hould  take 
place  on  every  occafion,  where  there  (hould  be  found  fuch 
,       .   v   \,  *  aquan- 
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a  quantity,  of  uncuftomed  goods  on  board,  as  might  fairly, 
be  prefumed  to  have  been  put  thereon  the  account,  and* for 
the  benefit  of,  the  owner  ;  but  he  would  fubjeft  the  mari-t 
ners  and  mailers  only  to  punifhment  in  all  cafes  in  which  it 
fhould  appear  that  the  owner,  unlefs  out  of  his  fenfesj 
could  not  be  thought  to  have  any  knowledge* of  the  few  ar- 
ticles'of  uncuftomed  goodfe  that  fhould  be  found  on  board 
his  (hip :  and  in  order  to  (hew  that  he  meant  nothing  more 
than  this,  and  that  he  was  fincere  in  his  profeffions  of  Tea*  . 

din'efs  to  fecond  the.  right  honourable  gentleman  in  his  en* 
deavburs  to  crufli  fmuggling,  he  would  only  propofe  that 
no  veflels  under  the  burden  of  100  tons,  mould  be  freed 
from  confutation,  in  fuch  cafes  as  he  had  alluded  to. 

The  Solicitor  General  (Mr.  Macdonald)  faid,  he  could  by  The  Solici. 
no  means  approve  of  what  the  honourable  member  had  fug*  torG«nir**» 
gelled  ;  it  would  be  a  departure  from  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  law,  the  expediency  of  which  had  been  recognized 
in  all  ages,  Cf  that  a  mailer  ought  tote  refponfible  for  the 
4<  conduft  of  his  fervants  j"  and  if  Parliament  lhould  once 
depart  from  that  principle,   it  was  impoffible  to  fore  fee 
where  the  abuf^s  and  frauds  would  terminate :  in  the  cafes 
alluded  to  by  the  honourable  member,  the  owner  might- 
give  fecret  orders  to  the  mailer  and  his  mariners  to  fmuggle 
fmall  quantities*  and,  by  ptomifes  of  indemnification,  per- 
fuade  them,  in  cafe  of  detection,  to    fay,  that  the  uncuf- 
tomed goods  found  on  board,  were  on  their  own  account, 
and  not  on  that  of  the  owner :    if,  therefore,  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  proportion  fhould  be  adopted,  the  guilty 
owner  would  be  enabled  to  preferve  his  property,  and  the 
innocent   mariners  would  be   punifhed.      If  any   certain 
quantity  'fhould  be  mentioned,  any   thing  beyond  .which 
would  fubjeft  the  fhip  to  confifcatiou,  it  would  be  deemed 
tantamount,  to  a  Kcenfe  to  carry  the  quantity  fo  fpecified, 
which  in  the  firft  inftance  would  be  an .  evil,    and  in  the 
fecond,  would  be  made  a  handle  for  fmuggling  almoft  with 
impunity  ;  for  then  a  large  veffel,  the  cargo  of  which  might 
originally  have    confifted  wholly  of    uncuftomed   goods,' 
might  difcharge  part  here  and  there,  along  the  coaft,  until 
at  laft  the  cargo  might  be,  fweated  down  to  the  precife   ,      M 
quantity  fpecified  in  the  bill,  and  then  the  fhip  would  be  * 

<?ut  of  the  danger  of  confifcation.  If,  as  the  law  now 
ftands,  a  profecution  fhould  be  commenced  for  the  confif- 
cation of  a  large  (hip  on  account  of  an  infignificant  number 
of  gallons  of  (pints,  Che  officers  of  the  Crowp,  an4  the 
Vol.XVI.  ?  Court 
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Court  of  Exchequer  would  fufficiently  difcountenance  it  > 
and  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  fet  a  jury  that  would 
find  for  the  Crown.      It  was  not  till  within  thefe  four 
months  that  he  had  an  opportunity  to  be  a  witnefs  to  pro- 
ceedings in  revenue  caufes  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  bu£ 
in  that  (hrort  time  he  had  feen  endugh  to  convince  him, 
that  if  the  laws  were  nbt  very  ftri&,  they  would  mofl  cer- 
tainly be  evaded  ;  for  there  was  an  aftonifhing  difpofition 
in  tradefmen,  even  of  the.  heft  reputation,  to  evade  the 
duties  :    he  had  this  day  convi&ed  l'ome  perfons,  who  had 
,        a  houfe  of  the  firft  name  in  the  diftillery  bUfinefs  in  Briftol, 
who  had  the  meannefs  to  pick  off  the  plates  of  the  padlocks 
put  upon  their  war ehoufes,  whiqh  the  excife  officers  were 
.  authorifed  to  do  by  law,  that  the  diftillers  might  not  be 
f    able  to  wbrk,  except  in  the  prefence  of  the  officers :  thefe 
people  had  berti    this  day  convicted  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
*  chequer,  of  having  picked  off  the  plates  of  the  padlocks,  in 
order  that  they  might  get  falfe  keys  nrtade  for  them,  by 
which   they  would  be  able  to  unlock  their  doors,,  and  go 
to  work  unknown  to  the  officers.     He  had  known  others, 
who  had  run  the  greateft  rifques,  merely  to  fave  fo  fmall  a 
fum   as  60I.      He   hoped,   therefore,    that  if   gentlemen 
wifhed  to  preferve  the  revenue*  they  would  not  infift   on 
making  the, mafter  and  mariners,  arid  not  the  owner,  rc- 
fponfible  for  any  uncuftomed  goods   that  might  be  found 
on  board.     In  fuch  a  cafe  as  the  honourable  member  de- 
scribed, tire  equity  of  the  court  would  perhaps  fave  the 
owners  harmlefs ;    but  even  if  his  own  propofition  were 
adopted,  there4  would  ftill  be  as  great  ground  for  hardihip 
as  before  i  for.  inftance,  fuppofe  the-  owner  fliould  not  be 
anfwerable,  except  when  the  quantity  of  fpy*ts  on  board 
his  fhip  exceeded  60  gallons  :   fuppofe  there  {hould  be   6<2 
gallons  oh  board,  the  honourable  gentleman  woUld  then  ex- 
claim, what  a  ha*diliip  here  is,  that ,  a  valuable  (hip   and 
.  vargo  fhould  be  forfeited  for  fo  paltry  a  quantity  of  fpirits 
as  two  gallons  !     The  line  could,  not  be  drawn  \  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  beft  not  to  attempt  \il 
Mr.Atkin-      j^j..  Atkinfon  rpfe  next,  and  in  a  fpeech  of  confiderablc 
.  lengthy  objecled  to  the  claujfe,  as  pernicious  in  the  extreme 

to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom.  He  faid, 
that  Houfe,  and  indeed  the  Legislature  in  general,  had 
gone  on  making  regulations  and  revenue  laws  for  rnaay 
years  paft,- with  a  view  to  prevent  fmuggling,  without  even 
confidering  chat  there  was  fuch  a  perfon  as  a  fair  trader  in 

cxifteneei 
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;r     cxiftence  5   hence  the  various  laws  that  had,  been  enafted 
Fi     for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  defeating  the  ingenuity  of  thofe, 
8     who,  by  illicit  praftices,  endeavoured  to  defraud  the  reve- 
f    nu9,  were  in  effeft  fo  many  traps  and  fnares  fet  for  the  fair  . 
■>     traders,  and  might  be  regarded  as  (tumbling  blocks  placed  , 
*     in  the  way   of  commerce  and  navigation.     He  f aid,  the 
>     fevere  reftri£tions  that  trade  and  commerce  laboured  under, 
s     wctc  but  of  modern  invention.     Ir>  order  to  fhew  the  vali- 
f     ditjr  of  this  affertion,  he  traced  the  feveral  laws  now  in 
''     being  on  the  fubjedi  of  fmuggling,  one  by  one,  till  be  came 
i     to  the    19th   and    21ft  of    the   pre  lent  King,  which   Tie 
s     defcribed  as  the  moft  fevere  upon  the  merchant  of  any  that 
had  yet  paired.     The  ftatute  of  Edward  the  Third,  that 
had  formerly  been  pleadable  in  relief  of  the  fhip  owners, 
had  been  fince  contrafted  by  fo  many  a£b  of  Parliament, 
that  it  was  no  longer  to  be  relied  on,  as  a  iafe  prote&ion 
againft  improper  feizures  of  (hips.     That  ftatute  exprefsly  » 
declared,  that  veffels  having  no  more  than  a  fmali  quantity 
of  fpifits  or -tea  on  board,  over  and  above  the  legal  quanr 
tity,  mould' not  foe  forfeited  or  oonfifcated ;  but  the  opinions 
of  men  differed  much  abovtt  the  prefent  effeft  of  that  law, 
by  fome  it  was  deemed  obfolete,  by  others  as  dorie  away 
entirely  by  ftatutes  fubfequently  pafled.     As  fafts  were  in- 
finitely before  argument,  he  would  ftate  a  fingle  inftance  of 
what  .happened  to  himfelf,  to  fhew  how  unjuft  the  law 
was,  *and  what  unwarrantable  oppreflions  merchants  were 
expofed  to  as  the  law  ftood  at  prefent. ,  In  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  war,  a  fhip  of  550  tons  burden  was  purchafed  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  haviiig  been  laden  with,  a  cargo  of 
prize  goods,  was  configncd  to  their  houfe.  When  fhe  arrived 
in  the  channel,  the  crew  were  all  prefled,  and.fuch  a  com- 
plement of  men,  foreigners  and  others,  as  could  be  pro-  , 
cured,  was  put  on  board,  in  order  to  navigate  her  to  Rot- 
terdam, to  difpofe  of  her  cargo.     She  there  took  on  board 
a  cargo  of  flax,  and  on  her  paflage  home  fhe  was  met  by 
the    Harwich  Cuftom-hdufe  boat,    the   officer  of    which 
found  fome  bottles  of  gin  under  the  loofe  flax  :  in  all  there 
might  be  from  twenty  to  thirsty  gallons*      He  feized  the 
gin,  but   let  the  vefTel  go.     Upon'his  return  tQ  Harwich, 
after  a   confutation  with  his  fuperior  officer,  he  came  up 
to  London,  and  there  procured  the  feizure  and  detention 
of  the  vefTel.     This,  as  he  had  been  fince  informed,  Mr. 
Atkinfon  faid,  was  done  by  the  exprefs  dire&ion  of  the 
Board  of  Cuftoms.     As  foon  as  he  heard  of  it,  he  applied 

F  %  to 
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to  the  Board,  and  remonftrated  on  the  hardship  of  the  cafe, 
contending,  that  however  the  letter  6f  the  law  might  run, 
according  to  the  fpirit  of  it,  it  never  could  be  meant  that 
the  penalty  of  confifcation  (hould  extend  to  vefiels  having 
.on  board  fuch  a  quantity  of  fpirits  as  he  had  mentioned, 
and  that  brought  home  under  the  circumftances  he  had 
defcribed. '  After  an  infinite  deal  of  vexation  and  trouble, 
,  «hd  repeated  remonftrances,  he  was  given  to  underftand, 

that  he  might  have  the  (hip  again,  upon  fatisfying  the  of- 
ficer who  made  the  feizure.  The  officer  demanded  five 
hundred  pounds.  He  refufed  to  pay  it,  declaring,  that  he 
should  rather  apply  to  a  jury,  or' to  that  Houfe,  for  tedrefs. 
At  length,  on  again  remonftrating  to  the  Board  of  Ctiftoms, 
he  learnt,  that  there  was  an  officer  belonging  vto  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  inquire  into  the  claims  of 
thofe  officers  who  had  made  ferzures,  and  to  mitigate  them 
whenever  they  appeared  to-  be  unreasonable.  This  officer 
had  no  legal  power  to  oblige  the  feizing  officers  to  fubmit 
to  his  decifion;  but  fuch  was  his  authority,  that  whatever 
he  declared  to  be  in  his  opinion  reafonable,  was  feldom 
difputed.  By  this  officer,  one  hundred  pounds  was  de- 
clared to  be  an  adequate  compenfation,  and  one  hundred 
pounds  he  paid.  This  inftance  therefore  would  "(hew  the 
nardfhips  merchants  are  liable  to  under  the  claufe  in  quef- 
tion.  Such  was  his  fenfe  of  it,  that  his  houfe,  which  had 
for  many  years  had  large  concerns  in  (hipping,  had,  ever 
iince  the  raft  he  had  mentioned,  been  getting  out  of  that 
v  branch  of  bufinefs  as  fall  as  poffible.  They  had  now  but 
one  fhip  afloat,  and  they  were  accuftomed  to  hate  from 
twenty  to  thirty.  ^  As  foon  as  tryt  jnterefts  of  thofe  .con- 
cerned in  one  fhip  fell  in,  they  were  determined  to  part 
"with  that,  and  never  to  have  any  farther  concern  in  (hip* 
ping,  becaiife  there  was  no  knowing  to  what  danger  a  Chip 
owner  might  not  be  expofed,  if  he  was  made. to  anfwer  for 
the  condu£k  of  thofe  over  whom  he  could  not  have  the 
leaft  poffible  control.  Mr.  Atkinfon  (hewed  the  wanton- 
nefs  of  the  law  in  making  merchant  (hips  of  large  tonnage 
liable  to  all  the  feverities  of  the  fmuggling  laws, -when  it 
was<notoriou$  that  fmugglirig  was  not  carried  on  in  (hips 
©f  that  fiae  or  defcription.  He  declared,  that  the  refolu- 
tipn  fcot  to  fiave  any  concern  in  (hipping  was  not  peculiar 
to  his  houfe*  but  that  it  was  the  general  determination  of 
the  merchants  of  London,  and  that  the  confequence  which 
the  refyri&ions  of  late  years  impofed  on  commerce  threa- 
tened, 
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tin  ened,  was  an  injury  to  navigation  and  trade,  ten  time* 

igkt,i  greater  than  any  benefit  the  revenue  could  be  fuppofed  to 

•ait:  receive  from  thefe  reftri&ions. 

s  hss  .    The  Solicitor  General  (Mr.  Macdonald)  faid,  Mr.  At  kin-  TheSoHci- 

nac  fen  mull  have  been  miferably  advifed,  Gnce,  had  he  gone  **  G*0*** 

it:  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer  for  relief,  they  would  have  un- 

i-  doubtedly  ordered  the  (hip  to  have  been  delivered  up  to  him. 

ergr  ^         In  that  Court  he  faid  the  Crown  could  not  obtain  a  verdift, 
t[(  fuch  was  the  inclination  of  juries  to  favour  the  fubjeft,  ex- 

cepting only  in  cafes  in  which  it  could  be  made  appear  to  a 
.52  demonftration  almoft  that  the  Crown  was  in  the  right.    The 

,ffc  argument  urged  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  a  reafon 

jfc  why  the  clauie  ought  not  to  ftand,  went  to  fet  loofethe  prin- 

i     ciple  of  every  revenue  law  in  being,  viz.  that  the  law  looked 
>.  to  the  owner  and  matter  as  anfwerable  for  the  conduct  of 

,*  thofe  employed  under  them;  and  this  was  generally  held  to 

jc  be  the  bed  means  of  fecuring  the  revenue  from  fraud  and 

>  impofition,  becaufe  it  was  natural  to  imagine,  when  the 

1.  Owner  was  to  fuffer  for  the  mifconducl  of  the  matter,  and 

[.  the  matter  for  the  mifconduft  of  the  mariners,  both  the  one 

.,  end  the  other  would  feel  it  to  be  their  intereft,  tp  prevent 

r:  thofe,  on  whofe  neglect  or  difobedience  of  the  laws  fo  mack 

\'  depended,  from  doing  any  thing  that  would  {kit  their  pro- 

:t    •         Perty  ^n  danger,  and  confequently  would  be  made  extremely 
1  careful  and  vigilant  in  behalf  of  the  revenue. 

r  Mr,  Alderman  Watfon  alfo  oppofed  the  claufc,  as  extremely  Mr.  After* 

,  detrimental  to  commerce.     Mr.  Watfon  ftated  the  cafe  of  «*»**** 

,i  ',  a  merchant  in  America,  who  had  as  little  defign  or  intention 

f,  to  fmu£gle  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  but  wfco 

..  would  have  had  a  large  and  meft  valuable  veffel  feited  and 

,  conttfeated,  in  confequence  of  the  fecond  mate's  having  pot 

;,  on  board  a,  {ingle  hogfhead  of  tobacco  without  the  knowledge 

I  of  the  matter,  had  he  not  bribed  the  officer  to  betray  his  doty. 

'  Mr.  Watfon  alfo  ftated  another  cafe  of  a  cargo  of  ginf«B£* 

\  ihipped  from  Quebec,  and  which,  as  no  fuch  article  waste 

be  found  in  the  book  of  rates,  was  to  be  entered  and  pail 

duty  for  ad  valorem.    It  was  entered  through,  raiftake  wider 

the  name  of  a  peculiar  drug  imported  from  Africa ;  and  it 

having  been  found  to  have  been  entered  falfely,  was  fch&ftl^ 

J  and  fifty  pounds  demanded  by  the  feizing  officer  by  way  m 

compofition,  although  the  whole  cargo  of  ginfeng  was  Mt 

worth  more  than  feventy  pound*. ' 

Mr.  IV.  Stanhope  reprt>bated  the  claufe  in  very  feme  terms;  Mr.  w. 
fce  faid,  the  effefts  of  it  had  been  moft  ably  combated  try  flie*  Scanh©pe, 

of 
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of  bufinpfs  perfeftly  convcrfant  with  the  fubjeft.  It  was  not 
jiecefiafy,  therefore,  for  him  to  go  much  into  the  difcuffion  ; 
he  muft  contend,  however,  that  the  laws  againft  fmuggling 
Were  the  direct  reverfe  of  what  they  ought  to  be;  for  they 
,  had,  as  paft  experience  proved,  turned  outfo  many  fetters 

fdrged  for  thepurpofe  of  fhackling  commerce,  while  fmug- 
gling  throve  under  them.    This,  he  (aid,  was  an  undeniable 
faft  ;  we  had  of  late  years  multiplied  reftricYtons  upon  trade, 
and  it  was  on  all  hands  agreed  that  there  was  more  Smuggling 
than  ever. 
The  Attor-      The  jftiorney  General  (Mr,  Arden)  faid,  the  prefent  fubr 
Ae^ General  jeft  of  confideration  was  not,  whether  the  claufe  was  a  right 
one  in  principle,  becaufe  the  principle  already  exifted  a«  law  ; 
it  was  merely,  whether  it  was  wife  to  extend  the  hovering 
laws  to  four  leagues,  inftead  of  letting  their  extent  remain 
limited  to  two,  as  they  flood  limited  by  the  a£t  paired  four  years 
"  ago.     Mr.  Attorney  faid,  no  fhip  feized  with  a  fmall  parcel 
of  tea,  or  a  fmall  quantity  of  fpirits  on  board,  had  been  con- 
•fifcated  under  the  prefent  claufe,  nor  was  it  likely  vthat  any 
ever  would.     The  extreme  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  verdict 
for  the  Crown  ijn  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  might  make  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  perfectly  eafy  in  that  refpfedt. 
Mr. Baring.       Mr.  Baring  complained  of  the  claufe,  as  injurious  in  the 
extreme  to  the  fair  trader.     He  faid,  he  had  read  the  bill 
over  attentively,  and,  looked  at  as  a  law  againft  fmugglingt 
he  confidered  it  as  mere  wafie  paper,  though  it  was  fraught 
with  much  ground  of  objection  with  regard  to  its  effeft  on 
commerce.     Mr.   Baring  ftated  a  cafe7,   where  a  merchant 
(hipped  fome  cafks  of  Woolwich  fand  to  be  made  ufe  of  in 
a  manufacture  in  America ;  the  cuftom-houfe  officer  miftook 
it  for  fullers  earth,  on  the  difcovery  of  an  attempt  to  ex- 
port which,  the  fhip  containing  it  is  not  only  liable  to  con* 
iifcation,  but  heavy  penalties  attach  on  the  m after,  owner, 
&c.*The  (hip  was  feized,  and  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  fome  - 
thpufands  was  obliged  to  be  given,  before  the  veffel  was  fuf- 
fered  to  proceed  with  the  fand.    Mr.   Baring  declared   that 
be  had  left  off  all  concerns  with  (hipping,  and  never  would 
engage  in  that  branch  while  a  principle  like  the  principle  of 
the  claufe  in  difcuffion  was  fufFered  to  remain  on  the  ftatutc 
book.     He    pointed  out  the  infinite  difad vantages   under 
which  a  private  merchant  defended  a  caufe  againft  the  CrQwn 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer;  in  the  firft  place  the  Crown 
paid  no  cofts,  and  in  the  next,  two  guineas  a  man  were  al- 
ways giyen  to  the  jury,  when  they  found  a  verdiA  for  the 

Crown, 
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Crown,  an4<only  one  guinea  when  they  found  for  a  defeat 
dant.  • 

The  Jttorney  General  (Mr.  Arden)  rofe  to  remove  the  The  Atte*- 
impreffion  fo  violent  a  mif-ftatement  of  a  matter  of  fact  might  neyG«nl 
occafionin  the  minds  of  the  Public,     It  never,  he  faid,  had 
been  a  rule  for  the  Attorney,  General  to  order  a  jury  of  the  * 

Court  of  Exchequer  two  guineas  a  mam  when  they  found 
for  the  Crown,  and  onjy  one  guinea  when  they  found  for 
the  defendant..  The  practice  formerly  had  been  for  the 
Crown  to  give  a  fpecial  jury  of  that  Court  always  two  gui- 
neas a  man ;  and  when  the  irkfomenefs  of  the  caufes  tried  in 
the  Exchequer,  and  the  time  they  took  in  hearing,  were 
confidered,  he  thought  the  fum  perfectly  reafonable  to  be 
given ;  but  on  account  of  the  popular  clamour  raifed  by  it,  ' 
and  the  prevalence  of  theWulgar  error  juft  mentioned,  the 
cuftom  had  lately  been  abandoned,  and  now  a  jury  never 
had  more  than  one  guinea  a  man,  which  in  his  con&ience  he 
thought  they  dearly  earned.  The  confequence  of  the  re- 
duction had  been,* that  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  thcr 
could  get  a  fpecial  jury  to  attend ;  he  therefore  declared* 
that  he  fhould  not  be  at  all  adverfe  to  reviving  the  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  Beauf/y  fpoke  to  the  following  effect:  —  Though  I  Mr.  1 
have  the  greatcft  refpeft  for  the  feritiments  of  the'  learned  %• 
gentleman  who  fpoke  the  laft  but  one  in  'the  debate,  and 
though  my  mind  is  impreffed  with  the  fulleft  conviction  that 
all  which  is  Hew  in  this  bill,  will  deferve,  with  very  little  al- 
teration,- the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  the  Committee,  yet 
I  cannot  but  think,  that  to  the  firft  claufe  of  the  bill,  the 
principle  of  which  is  certainly  not  new,  many  *juft  and  for- 
cible objections  may  be  made  —  And,  indeed,  Sir,  my  con-^ 
ftituents,  with  whofe  opinion  I  entirely  concur,  have  in- 
flructed  me  to  proteft  againft  the  injuftice  of  thofe  particu-    . 
lar  regulations  which  the  firft  claufe  of  this  bill  propofe*  to 
continue  and  extend.  ' 

To  be  convinced  of  the  hardfhip  of  thofe  regulations,  it 
is  fufficient  to  know,  that  they  fubject  to  the  fame  peoaltie% 
perfons  of  oppofite  characters,  and  of  totally  oppofite  inte- 
refts;  the  owners  of  veflcls  employed  in  the  fmuggling  trade, 
and  the  owners  of  (hips  engaged  in  a  fair  and  regular  com- 
merce. .  , 

That  they  are  perfons  of  oppofite  interefts  and  oppofite 
characters,  I  have  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  prove,  no{- 

withftanding 
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withftanding  the  conclusion  of  a  learned  gentleman,  who 
fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  a  conclufion  as  candid  as  it  i* 
logical,  that  becanfe  he  knew  a  rich  diftiller  in  Briftol, 
who  was  an  unfair  manufacturer,  that  therefore  every  mer- 
chant in  the  kingdom  muft  be  a  fmuggler.    •, 

The  traffic  in  which  a  fmuggling  vefTei  is  engaged,  is* 
undoubtedly,  a  perpetual  violation  of  the  law;  an  illicit 
trade  is  the  objeft,  not  of  the  matters  and  mariners  alone, 
but  of  the  owner  himfeif  when  he  fends  the  veffel  to  fea — 
In  this  cafe,  therefore,  that  forfeiture,  both  of  veffel  and 
6argo,  which  the  cl*ufe  in  queftion  prefcribes,  cannot  be 
thought  unjuft ;  for  not  the  matter  and  mariner  alone,  but 
the  owner  himfeif  is  deeply  involved  in  guilt. 

The  owners,  on  the  contrary,  of  fuch  veffels  as  are  em- 
ployed in  a  regular  commerce,  cannot  wi(h  that  their  (hip* 
lhoutd  be  engaged  in  any  illicit  trade ;  they  cannot  wifh  to 
'wage  wai*Vith  the  Government  of  their  country;  for  on  the 
protection  afforded  by  that  Government  the  very  cxiftence 
of  their  commerce  muft  depend  —  If,  then,  a  feaman  (houW 
privately  convey  on  board  a  few  pounds  of  tea,  or  a  few  gaU 
Ions  of  fpirits,  the  failor  is  guilty,;  the  matter  may  be  cul- 
pable, but  generally  fpeaking,  the  owner  himfeif  is  entirely 
innocent— -Hence  it  unavoidably  follows,  that  the  forfeiture 
of  the  veflet  and  cargo,  which  in  the  cafe  of  the  fmuggler 
is  perfeSfy  equitable,  becaufethe  owner  is  guilty,  would, 
in  this  cafe,  be  contrary  to  all  juftice,  becaufe,  though  the 
matter  and  the  mariner  may  be  guilty,  the  owner  himfeif 
#&  innocent. 

In  reality,  Sir,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  no  fituation  can 
be  more  diftreffing  than  that  of  an  honerf  owner  of  a 
veffel ;  for  the  revenue  laws  are  calculated  not  to  protcft  hi* 
property,  or  encourage  his  commerce,  but  to  harrafs  his  trade 
and  endanger  his  fortune. 

The  very  fame  law  (that  of  the  1  jth  of  the  prefent  King) 
which  declares  that  his  veffel  and  cargo  fhall  be  forfeited 
if  a  Angle  pound  of  tea,  or  a  fingle  gallon  of  fpirits  more 
*  than  the  legal  allowance  to  the  feamen,  fhall  be  found  on 
board,  that  very  fame  law  declares,  that  the  penalties"  upott 
the  matter  feall  not  be  incurred  unlefs  the  illegal  quantity 
of  goods  on  board  amount  to  one  hundred  pounds  of  tea, 
or  one  hundred  gallons  of  fpirits.  Thus  a  fingle  pound  of 
tea  is  deemed  a  fufficient  reafon  for  ruining  the.  innocent 
owner,  but  nothing  lefs  than  one  hundred  times  that  quan- 
tity 
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tity  is  thought  a  fufficient  reafcn  for  punithing  tfcex  negli- 
gent, or  perhaps,  wnfully  offending  matter.       .  r  v       . 

Another  law  there*  is,  (that  of  the  21ft  of  hie  prefect 
Majefty)  \Khich,  if  poffible,  is  (till  njcfre  irrational  anil 
perverfej  for  whilfirit  pretends  to  give  the  owner  a  re- 
medy in  jcafes  of  forfeiture  againft  the  mafter  and  the 
planners,  it  annexes  to  that  remedy  an  almbft  im  poffible 
.condition)  which  is,  that  the  owner  fhall  prove  that  the 
raafter  or  the  feamen  not  only  received  the  gqods  on  board, 
but  fecreted  and  concealed  them  there, 
*  •  Indeed  the  very  princpje  of  this  law  is  flrange  and  extra*  ' 
vagant  j  for  if  the  owner  of  the  veflel  be  a  party  to  the 
fraud  which  occafioned  the  forfeiture,  how  abfurd  is  the 
law  that  gives  to  an. offender  a  power  .to  levy  a  fine  on  the  ' 
affociates  and  partners  of  his  guilt ;  if,  on  the  other  hand* 
the  owner  be  innocent,  how  unjuft  is  the  law  which 
makes  the  previous  ruin  of  an  innocent  man  the  condition, 
on  which  alone  the  guilty  fhall  be  puhiihed.  To  fay  the 
truth,  Sir,  injuftice  is  the  very  principle  on  which  the 
whole  fyftem  of  our  fmuggKng  laws  is  built;  for  it  makes 
$he  owner  of  a  veffcl  refponfible,  for  the  condud,  not  of 
the  matter  alone,  but  for  that  of  every  feaman  on  "board  5 
it  makes  him  refponfibie  for  the  condud  of  men,  of  whofe 
offences  he  is  guiltlefs,  and  over  whofe  actions  he  can  have 
no  poffible  control.  Injuftice  is  indeed  So  entirely  the 
principle  of  pur  fmuggling  laws4  that  in  the  firft  place, 
they  creqtt  the  offence,  and  in  the  next  they  declare,  that 
he  who  is  not  guilty  of  that  offence  fhall  be  punithed  for 
him  who  is.  What  ftould  any  of  us  fay  if  our  ftablei, 
or  any  of  our  other  buildings  were  liable  to  forfeiture,  be- 
caufe  a  weekly  labourer,  hired  by  the  fteward,  h*4  con- 
cealed in  thofe  buildings,  a  few  pounds  of  tea,  or  a  few 
gallons  of  brandy :  how  ftould  we  exclaim  againft  the  in- 
juftice of  punifting  us  for  the  offences  of  a  man  whofe 
actions  we  cannot  control^  and  whofe  mifcondu&,  there- 
fore, we  had  no  power  to  prevent.  Yst,  to  this  very  in- 
juftice e#ery  fliip  owncyr  in  the  kingdom  is  at  this  hour 
expofed. 

A  learned  gentleman  has  faid,  that  the  ftatute  of  the 
27  Edward  III.  prote&s  the  property  of  the  owner  from 
the  hazard  of  being  forfeited  hy  any  private  a&  of  the 
.mariners ;  for  that#ftatute  declares  that  the  veulbl  fhall  not 
be,  confiscated  for  a  trifle,  brought  into  the  /fhip  without 
the  privity  qf  the  lhafter,    Bui  furel y ,  Sir,  k  ,is  impafible 
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^  -for  the  learned  ^gentleman  who  fills  fo  high  a  department 

H  in  the  law,  not  to  know  that  the- ad  of  Edward  III.  can 

i!  give  no  prote&ion  to  any  veffels  but  thofe  which  are  out- 

j  I  ward  bound ;  for  in  that /eign  all  the  cuftoms  of  the  king- 

'  dom  were  cuftoms  outwards,  rand  pf  cotine  it  is  to  the  for- 
feiture of  (hips'  fox  the  non-payment  of  cuftoms  outwards, 
/  and  to  the  forfeiture- of  thofe  xady,  that. this  aft  can  poffibly 
jj|  ^  relate.    Upon  the  ground.  «f  his  own  argument,  therefore, 

£'  '  it  is  evident,  that  Chip*  homeward  bound  are  liable  to  for- 

I J  feiture  from  the  ^private  aft  of  the  feamen  \  and  even  with 

I  regard  to  veflfcls  outward  bound,  the  conftruftion  of  the  law 

jji:  is  exceedingly  dubious 5  for  the  judge,  whenever  he  plcafes, 

■m  is  at  liberty  to  confider  the  aft  of  Edward  III.  as  repealed 

*  :  by  the  positive  words  of  later  ftatutes. 
,v    But  the  learned  gentleman  has  alfo  told  us,  "  that  though 
» ««  the  law  be  rigorous,  its  feverity  is  foftened  by  the  prac- 

€C  tice  of  the  courts."  Now,  Sir,  what  is  this  but  to  con- 
fefs  the  injuftice  of  the  law;  what  is  this  but  to  fay  the 
law  is  fo  very  oppreffive-— fo  very  cruel-—fo  very  tyrannical 
-—that  the  courts  of  juftice  refufc  to  enforce  its  execu- 
tion ?— -Surely j  Sir,  fuch  ftatutes  ought  to  be  repealed,  for 
|  while  they  continue  in  force,  how  precarious,  is  the  fecurity 

jji  of  the  fubjeft  ! — His  property  depends  not  on  the  law  of 

{[,  the  land,  but  on  the  difcretion  of  the  court :'.  discretion  is- 

fabftituted  for  law,  and  when  this  is  the  cafe,  who  fhall 
be  fare  that  he  is  fafe  ?  Miferable  indeed  is  the  fituation  of 
that  man,  whofe  fecurity  depends  on  the  mercy  of  the 
judge  ;  yet  deplorable  as  that  fituation  is,  it  is  at  this  time 
.  the  fituation  of  every  (hip  owner  in  the  kingdom. 

but  while  I  reprobate  the  prefent  fyftem  of  our  revenue 

laws,  as  from  the  ftrongeft  convi&ion,  I  am  compelled  to 

do,  I  think  it  my  duty  W  remind  the  Houfe,  that  no  part 

of  the   evil?  of  that   fyftem  are  chargeable  on  the   right 

:  honourably  gentlemaii,  who,  with  fo  much  advantage  to 

his  country,  has  at  prefent  thfe  conduQ:  of  her  affairs. 

The  two  moft  irrational  of  the  laws  which  conftitute^that 

.    fyftem — I  mean  thofe  of  the  19th  and  21ft  of  his  prefent 

Majefty,  are  among  the  baneful  fruits  of  a  former  admi- 

nfftration,  whofe    exiftence  this  country  will  long  have 

-reafon  to  lament.  »       "l    . 

It  is  from  an  anxious  defire  to  mitigate  the  injuftice  of 
thofe  afts,  that  I  am  led  to.  give  the  u$moft  fupport  in  my 

*  *  power  to  the  motion  my  honourable  friend  has  made.     I 
could  wifli,  indeed,  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  revenue 
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.  laws  might  be  much  more  attentively  examined  than,  the 
•  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe,  in  the  prefent  advanced  date  of  the 
feffion,  will  eafily  admit $  for  whenever  that  examination 
{hall  take  place,  it  will  be  found,  that  our  ftatute  books  are 
difgraced  by  a£ls  of  Parliament  which  extend  the  burden  of 
the  law  to  thoufands  of  perfons  that  are* not  within  this 
reafon  of  the  law.     It  will  be  found,  that  moil  of  our  re- 

fulations  are  at  the  fame  time  oppreflive,  yet  inefFedual* 
t  will  alfo  be  found,  that  fome  of  our  afts  of  Parliament 
contradift  the  fir  ft  principles  of  civil  fociety,  by  annexing 
impunity  to  guilty  and  punt/hment  to  innocence* 

When  the  Houfe  fhall  be  informed  of  thefe  things,  I 
am  confident  they  will  feel  as  ftrongly  as  I  do,  the  neceffity 
of  adopting  fuch  meafures,  as  may  reconcile  law  to  jujiice$ 
and  aBs  of  Parliament  to  the  prafticc  of  the  courts. 

Mfr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  law  clearly,  that  if  the  Mr.  Chan. 

advice  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  opened  the  ceUor.PlU* 

debate,  had  been  taken,  much  time  would  have  been  faved, 

and   a    confiderable  deal  of  the  .obje&ion  that  had  been 

ftated  would  have  been  found  to  be  unneceffary ;  becaufe, 

as  the  bill  ftood  at  prefent,  gentlemen  argued  in  trje  dark, 

and  there  appeared  to  be  reasonable  ground  for  oppofition 

in  many  places  where  the   amendments  intended   to  be 

made,  went  to  the  removal  of  every  poffible  ground  of  opr 

pofition.      He  hoped,  therefore,    the   Committee  would 

confent  to  wave  all  farther  difcuflion  for  the  prefent,  and 

let  the  blanks  be  filled  up,  in  order  that  the  debate  upon 

the  bill  might  be  taken,  when  its  real  ihape  was  nearer 

completion,  and  all  its  parts  fhould  be  more  entire,  and 

confequently  better  to  be  underftood.     Having  faid  this,  he 

proceeded  to  controvert  many  of  the  objections  taken, to  the 

claufe  in  queftion,  and  dire&ed  moft  of  his  arguments  to 

the  combating^ thofe  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  Atkin-.  .''  . 

fon.     He  faid,  he  by  no  means  apprbved  what  had  fallen 

from   his    honourable  friend,     relative    to  the  infertion 

,  of  a  claufe,  declaring,  that  veffels  fhould  not  be  liable  to 

feizUre,  on  board  of  which  only  a  fmall  quantity  of  tea  or 

fpirits  fhould  be  found,  over  and  above  the  quantity  allow* 

ed  by  law.     Such  a  claufe  would  operate,  as  his  learned 

friend  (the  Solicitor  Ceneral)  had  ftated,  as  an  incitement- 

to  illicit  praftices,  and  a  licence  for  fmuggling.     Veflels, 

he  obferved,  lad$n  with  feizable  cargoes,  were  often  long 

under  purfuit  previous  to  capture,   and  in  the  time  they 

plight  either  land,  or  throw  fo  much  of  their  cargoes  over- 

G  2  *    board, 
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jl        .    •  »        B64r£f-   is  vfoufd   reduce  their  quantity  to  the  quantity 
l|  frhicfi  Bis  honourable  friend  wifhed  to  declare  liable  <*nl  J 

"E  fo  th£  payment  of  treble  cofts.  . <  Again,  the  owners  might 

if  tkrrt  on  firtuggling  under  the  name  and  through  the  mean* 

J|  6f  tne  mafter,  agreeing  to  pay  all  his  forfeitures.     With 

f{  r6gafrd  to  the  principle  bf  the  claufe  being  a  hew  principle, 

H  the  rfcverfe  wa9  the  fa£h     The  claufe  created  no  new.  prin- 

||'  "  cipie  of  law,  it  merely  extended  the  preftnt  law,  by  the 

;  •:.  difference  0/  four  leagues  compared  to  two.     With  regard 

y,  to  'the  inftance  adduced  by  the  honourable  gentleman  bc- 

^  hind  him,  he  had  paid  that  attention  to  the  words  he  had 

I  Introduced  the  cafe  with,  that  the  ingenuity  with  which  it 

j:i:j  ^WaS  put  deferred.      The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid 

t*  ri  fihgie  inftance^  wa&  better  thaft  any  arguments  hp  could 

ijl!  offer*     He  was  glad  to^  hear  him  ftate  it  as  a  fingle  inftance* 

y».  becaufe  it  entitled  him  to  prefume  it  was  the  only  inftance, 

Ijjjj  df  a  firniiar  flature  that  cbuld  be  adduced*    That,  however 

Sj  •  feterfe  and  hard  as  it  undoubtedly  was,  did  not  pfove  that 

U;  the  prefent  claufe  was  fo  extremely  oppreffive,  becaufe  the 

Vjjj  honourable  gentleman  hadfl:ated,  that  though  the  vefiel 

pt  feized  .Wa&  a  moil  valuable  one,  the  utmoft  demanded  of 

jjj!;  himj  as  a  cdmpofition  by  the  officer  who  feized  the  (hip* 

was  five  hundred  founds,  which  the  honourable  gentleman, 
tefufed  to  pay*  and  declared  he  had  rather  taTce  the  fenfe 
-.y  bt  a  jury,    or  appeal  to  the  Legiflature  5    and  the  dhly 

!!§'  iurri  he  had  afterwards  paid  for  the  recovery  of  fo  valuable 

it  {hip;  was  one  hun^redf  poUrids,  Mr.  Pitt  declared,  that 
ihou£h  that  (hewed  the  honourable  gentleman's  confidence, 
in  the  juftice  of  a  jury,  he  was  far*from  rneanirrg  to  infi- 
huate  that  the  expenee  and  trouble  he  had  been  put  to, 
flit!  not  greatljr  exceed  what  ought  to  have  attended  the 
fcircumftance.  Before  he  fat  down  he  acknowledged,  that 
,  If  a  claufe  prudently  dfaWn  could  be  inferted,  authorizing 
Ibme  intermediate  jurifdi&ion  or  other  to  declare  between 
tlife  ferzurfe  and  the  trial,  that  under  particular  circum- 
.ftanceSj  the  (hip  fhould  be  reftored,  and  the  forfeiture 
ought  not  to  be  profeeuted,  he  (hould  have  no  objeftion. 
But  in  managing  fo  delicate  a  regulation,  infinite  caution 
would  be  requisite  to  guard  againft  abufe  on  the  one  hand 
and  oppreflion  on  the  other.  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  courfe  of 
.  his  fpeechfaid,  he  flattered  himfelf  fo  ferious  a  confequence 
as  had.  been  that  day  denounced  by  two  honourable  gentle* 
men,  viz.  *he  total  deftru&ion  of  commerce,  and  their 
'abandonment  of  commercial  purfuits,  \lrould  not  follow 
v  '  -      the 
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the  paffing  of  a  bill  containing  a  claufc  like  that  fo  much 
debated. 

Mr.  Wilherforte  rofe  to  explain,  and  Contended  that  his  Mr.  Wil- 
right  honourable  friend,  in  order  to  controvert  his  propfed  terf°"*« 
amendment,    had  ingenioufiy  contrived  to  ftate  a  cafe, 
which  feemed  not  very  probable  evfer  to  exift,  but  to  Jiavd  ' 
been  built  tip "  folely  for  the  fake  of  the  argument  of  the 
hioment,  viz.  the  reafoning  drawn  fr6m  the  poffibllity  of  a 
teflel  having  fpirits  on  board,  having  contrived  to  land  Of 
otherwife  get  rid  of  fo  much  precifely,  as  fhould  ferve  to 
reduce  the- cargo  to  the  fmall  quantity  which  he  Wiflied  to 
have  declared  liable  to  the  payment  of  treble  the  value 
only.    Mr.  Wilberforce  defired  the  Committee  to  recoiled, 
that  he  grounded  the  whole  of  his  argument  on  the  idea, 
that  a  veffeFs  having  but  a  very  fmall  quantity  on  board, 
6ver  and  above  the  legal  quantity,  was  in  itfelf  a  fufficient- 
ly  ftrong  prefumptiori,  that  the  owner  of  the  (hip  had  no  '    . 
knowledge  of  the  circumftance,  and  consequently  no  defign 
to  fmuggle. 

Mr.  Dundas  anfwered  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  very  candid-  Mr.Dundis 
ly  met  his  arguments.  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  the  fituation  ha 
had  long  held  of  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  made  him  per- 
fectly familiar  with  the  fubjeA.  He  declared,  he  differed  fo 
far  from  his  learned  friend,  that  he  wiflied  there  was  an  au- 
thority lodged  fome  where  or  other,  to  declafe  a  ihip  with  a 
fmall  quantity  of  feizable  fpirits  on  board  not  liable  to  con-  - 
fifcation.  He  knew  their  ideas  were,  that  it  were  better  for 
the  law  to  remain  as  it  flood.  Mr.  Dundas  pointed  out  the 
inconfiftencies  of  the  various  arguments  urged  in  die  courfe 
of- the  debate. 

Mr.-  Pulteney  declared,  Mr.  Dundas  and  the  right  honofir-  Mr.  Pultc- 
able  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  given  him  great  fatif-  ney* 
fa&ion,  and  removed  much  doubt  and  difficulty  from  his 
mind. 

Mr.  Jtkinfon  replied  fully  to  that  part  of  the  fpeech  of  Mr.Atki*. 
*Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,   which   turned  upon    his  argument.  *on* 
Mr.  Atkinfon  faid,  the  fuggeftion  thrown  out  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  relative  to  an  authority  being  to  be    t 
lodged  fomewhere  to  decide  upon  the  condu£t  of  the  officer 
who  feized  a  ihip,  and  to  fay  whether  his  claim  to  the  deten-       - 
tion  of  the  veflel,  was  or  was  not  to  be  litigated,  had  greatly 
quieted  his  fears  and  apprehenfions.  .  In  anfwer  to  the  Soli- 
citor General's  declaration,  that  he  had  been  miferably  ad- 
vifed,  in  regard  to  the  inftance  he  had  cited  of  the  ihip  of 
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fiveihundred  and  fifty  tons  burden,  that  had  been  feized  and 
detained,  as  a  pra£Ucal  merchant,  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  be 
had  not  been  ill-ad vi fed,  nor  did  he  think  he  had  a£ted 
wrong*  When  .the  lofs,  and  expence  incurred  by  demurrage, 
wear,  and  tear,. and  by  a  law-fuit,  (which,  though  a  very 
good  thing  for  a  profef&onal  man,  was  a  very  expenfive  and 
unpleafant  one  to  a  merchant)  were  considered,  he  was  con- 
.  vtnced  of  two  evils,  he  had  clyofen  the  leaft,  by  paying  the 
hundred  pounds*  Mr.  Atkinfon  exprefled  a  wifh,  tint  a 
jury  in  the  Court  of 'Exchequer,  who  were  the  beft  poflible 
judges;  of  the  cafe,  were  empowered  to  grant  a  defendant 
cofts  when  he  fhoulfljippear  to  tliem  to  be  deferving  of  hav- 
ing his  expences  reimburfed. 

Lord  Mulgrave  and  Mr.  Sheridan  faid  a  few  words  each. 
Sir.  Henry     *  Sir  Henry  Flctclxr  ftated  the  cafe  of  three  (hips  belonging 
Fletcher,     to  Cumberland,  that  had  been  feized  under  circumstances 

particularly  hard  and  oppreffive. 
Mr:  Rolle.       Mr.  Rofle  recommended,  that  the  forty  thoufand  fmug- 
gfers  who  would  be  deprived  of  their  livelihood,  if  the  in- 
Mj|;  '  N      fended  regulations  againft  fmuggling  took  the  defired  effect,' 

;;|  Should  be  induced  to  follow  agriculture,  by  having  the  wafte 

•jii  lands  and  forefts  allotted  to  them.     Mr.  Rolle  defired  to 

kmryv  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  if  any  thing  was 
meant  to  be  done  upon  the  two  Reports  that  had  been 
prefented  upon  the  fubjedt,  by  thofe  employed  in  thq 
inquiry }  x  ' 

vMr.  Chan.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  was  not  quite  fo  fanguine  in 
cellar  Pitt,  jjjj  expectations  of  the  effeft  of  prefent  meafures  in  progrefs, 
for  the  prevention  of  fmuggling,  as  to  imagine  that  forty 
•   thoufand  fmugglers  would  be   inftantly   deprived   of  their 
bread;   but  undoubtedly  fomething  was  meant  to  be  done 
upon  the  two  Reports  in  queftion,    though  he  feared  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  the  Public  had  been  fo  much  obliged  for 
conducing    the   inquiry,    would    have    furniftied    farther 
grounds  for  proceedings,  before. he  ftiould  be  able  to  pro- 
pofe  any  meafures  upon  the  Reports  alreadygprefented. 
Capt.  Mac-      Captain   Macbride    ftated  the  very  great  difficulty  and 
bride.         rifque  a.  cuftom-houfe  cutter  ran  in  attempting  to  purfue 
colliers,  with  a  view  to  feize  any  fpirits  they  might  have  on 
board.    There  was  great  danger,  he  faid,  in  fmall  veflels 
being  run  down  by  fucji  fliips,  fince  the  power  of  their  bows 
was  equal  to  the  power  of  heavy  (hot.     With  regard  to  the 
ideas  that  had  been  thrown  out  by  fome  gentlemen  about  the 
hardfliip  of  veffeJs  being  liable  to  leisure  in  cafes,  where, 
from  having  made  their  voyages  in  a  fhorter  time  than  was 

ufual, 


i 


,"HJ 


A.  1784/  DEBATES.  *j 

ufual,  the  mafter"  and  fliip's  company  happened  to  have  a 
trifle  more  of  the  portion  of  fpirits  allotted  to  each  remain- 
ing on  hand,  than  was  allowed  ;  he  faid,»  that  hard  (hip  was 
in  fact  of  little  confequence,  becaufe  it  was  eafy  to  be  avoid- 
ed. Let  the  matter  in  fuch  cafe  ftart  the  whole  of  the  over- 
plus into  one  calk,  atid  enter  it  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  and 
there  was  an  enct  of  the  rifque.  He  reprobated  the  prefent 
fyftem  of  revenue  regulations  for  the  prevention  K>f  fmug- 
gling,  in  very  decided  terms  ;  the  revenue  cruizers,  in  gene- 
ral, he  declared  to  be  nothing  better  than  fo  many  nefts  of 
fmugglers  ;  and  fo  far  from  its  being  "at  all  likely  that  finug- 
gling  fhould  be  put  an  end  toby  their  means,  he  contended, 
that  it  was  promoted  and  encouraged.  He  defcribed  the 
manner  in  which  revenue  cruifers  were'  fitted  out,  and  the 
mode  of  their  being  manned.  Their  complements  frequently 
con fi fled,  he  faid,  of  the  fathers  and  brothers,  fons  and  ne- 
phews, of  the  very  perfons*  againft  whom  they  were  fent  tov 
cruize;  and  alked,  if  it  was  likely,  that  they  (hould  a&  rt- 
goroufly  again  ft  thofe,  to  whom  they  were  fo  nearly  related. 
He  flated  the  prevalence  of  fmuggling  to  be  enormous,  and 
declared,  fmuggling  had  been  carried  on  during  the  late  war, 
in  a  manner  unexampled  in  all  former  wars.  In  the  war 
before  the  laft,  the  fmugglers  acted  fo  far  horieftly,  that  they  ' 
did  not  conduct  themielves  as  enemies  to  their  country; 
whereas  in  the  laft  war,  they  enticed  away  our-  failors,  con- 
cealed fuch  as  deferted,  gave  intelligence' to  the  enemy,  and 
did  every,  thing  in  their  power  to  fubvert  and  deftroy  the  in- 
terefts  of  Great  Britain.  At  prefent,  he  faid,  the  practice 
was  purfued  under  extraordinary  circumftances.  All  our 
coafts  were  covered  with  an  armed  banditti,  and  no  man 
dare  put  the  laws  in  being  in  force  againft  them.  If,  there- 
fore, that  houfe  did  not,  without  delay,  proceed  to  proper 
meafures  for  the  prevention  of  fmuggling,  and  carry  thole 
meafures  into  execution  with  fpirit  and  effect,  this  country 
muft  be  undone,  for  it  was  not  merely  the  revenue  that, was 
affected  by  fmuggling,  (though  that  would  be  mifchief 
enough)  but  the  manufactures  and  agriculture  of  the  ifland 
would  be  ruined,  if  a  fpeedy  check  was  not  put  to  the  illicit 
practices  now  carrying  on.  The  farmers  near  the  coafl  al- 
ready had  changed  their  occupation,  and  inflead  of  employ- 
ing their  horfes  in  tilling  the  foil,  they  ufed  them  for  the 
more  advantageous  purpole  of  drawing  the  fmuggled  goods 
up  the  country.  The  manufacturers  alfo  would  catch  the 
contagion,  ana  the  loom  and.  the  anvil  would  be  deferted* 
One  meant  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  evil,  Captain  Macbride 
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fak}>  we  had  in  our  power,  and  that  was,  to  refort  to  a 
jnore  eft  dual,  mode  of  guarding  our  coafts,  and  preventing 
the  landing  of  uncuftomed  goods ;  a  mode,  which  would  at 
"the  fame  time  prove  an  excellent  nurfery  for.  ourfeamen,  and 
enable  us  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  on  the  breaking,  out  of  a  war* 
much  fooner  than  we  hitherto  had  been  able  to  do.  What 
he  meant  was  this  :  as  the  fmugglers  now  carried  on  their 
trade  in  fhips,of  three  hundred  tons  burden,  and  ojther  large 
veflels,  to  commiflipn  the  guardfhips,  and  fend  them  to 
cruize  againft  the  fmugglers,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  extend 
the  hovering  laws  much  farther  than  the  prefent  bill  pro- 
posed. Four  leagues  was  too  narrow  an  extent;  in  fome 
placea  the  hovering  laws  ought  to  extend  to  mid-channel, 
and  in  others  to  fix  leagues  at  the  lead.  Every  profefEonai 
man  knew  how  common  the  pra&Jce  was  for  large  finuggling 
veflels  to  lay  to  at  fea,  and  deliver  their  cargoes  on  board  ou,r 
colliers  and  other  coafting  veflels,  whifch  dropped  their  fpirits 
a^ong  the  coaft  as  they  proceeded,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames  northward.  With  regard  to  the  guardfhips,  the 
Public,  he  faid,  knew  very  little  about  them.  For  his  part, 
was  a  war  to  break  out  to-morrow,  a  guardfhip  was  the  laft 
.fliip  %he  fhould  wifli  to  be  appointed  to.  It  was  veflels  in 
actual  and  a&ive  fgrvice,  and  not  ftatjonary  (hips,  that 
made  good  feam*n.  If,  therefore,  the  hints  he  had  fug- 
gpfted  were  adopted,  there  plight  be  fome  hopes  of  checking 
Smuggling  effectually,  and  at  the  fame  time,  as  he  had  faid, 
a  fare  rneans  found  for  keeping  up  a  large  body,  of  ufeful 
feamen,  whom,  in  cafe  of  fudden  emergency,  we  cquld  cover 
with  a  net,  as  it  were*  and  colleft,  without  delay,  for  the 
national  feVvice  agaipft  an  enemy.  In  proof  of  Jus. afjertion 
of  the  inadequacy  of  the  revenue  cruizers,  as  at  prefent  coq- 
du&ed,  to  defeat  the  induftry  and  ingenuity  of  illicit  traders; 
he  begged  l$ave  to  read  a  letter,  which  he  had  receiyed  a  few 
days  Ence  from  an  officer,  who  now  commanded  the  frigate 
■that  he  bad  the  frphour  to  comrnand  laft  war.  ^hp  letter 
w&  -dated  Plymouth,  July  7,  and  flated,  tlaat  knowing  it 
-WPtfld  give  Captain  Macbrule  pleafure  to  hear  they  had  taken 
a  fmuggling  yeflel ;  the  writer  fat  down  to  give  him  an  ac- 
count of  that  event ;  it  went  on  to  ffcte,  that  the  veflel 
captured  had  on  board  it,  wh$p  takeji,  the  Captain  of  a 
revenue  lugger,  andfou*  of  his  crew;  apd  that  the  .qcew  of 
thefmuggler.confcfted  of  nineteen  ftput  fellows..  That  the 
Captain,  of  the  revenue  lugger  pretended  he  had  bcpwJedtlie 
.feittfigler  very  near  the  French  cq&ft,  and  gave  a  very  #u£- 
awrdAqCoufltt pf  >h^  #ftt .having  done  his  duty,  &$  brought 
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the  veflel  into  port  as  a  feizure.  Captain  Macbride  made  a 
few  comments  on  this  letter,  and  concluded  with  faying, 
that  hte  wa$  not  ufed  to  public  fp&kingi  but  on  a  fubjedt  of 
*fo  much  national  importance,  he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  give  the  Houfe  all  the  information  in  his 
power. 

After  Captain  Macbride  had  fat  do.wn,  the  Committee 
^onfented  to  adopt  Mr.  Eden's  fifft  propofal  of  admitting  the 
amendments  fubjiltntio,  and  re-prihting  the  bill. 

>*  *3- 

The  order  of  the  day  being  moved,  for  thelecond  reading 
of  the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  qf  the  government  of 
India,  and  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-lndia  (Company  ;  the 
fame  wa$  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the  queftion  being  put, 
"  That  the  faid  bill  be  committed," 

Mr.  Fran f is  rofe*  and  obferved,  that  froty  the  thinnefs  of  Mr»Francii. 
the-  £Ioufe,  he  concluded  it  was  not  intended  to  enter  into 
the  general  merits*  or  detail  of  the  bill  that  day  ;  and  there- 
fore fhould  confine  himfelf  to  a  few  queftions. for  information, 
which  he  begged  leave  to  put  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, thinking  that  the  earlier  he  ftated  thefe  queftion? 
the  better,  as  he  apprehended,  that  the  claufes  on  which 
they  arbfe,  had  been  incorrp&ly  worded,  and  the  fooner  any 
Yeroal  miftakes  were  corrected  the  better*  In  the  firft  place 
be  obferved,  that  through  the  whole  bill,  no  notice  whatever 
was  taken  of  a  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Company's 
forces  in  India ;  that  this  office  exifted,  though  the  fucceflion 
to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  was  not  a&ually  filled  up  ;  that  he  could 
not  fuppofeit  poflfble,  that  it  was  intended  that  there  fliould 
be  no  fuch  Commander  in  Chief;  but  that,  whether  it:  was 
or  not,  there  was  evidently  an  error  of  fa£t  in  the  17th 
claufe,  Which  provided;  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Prefidencv  of  Fort;  William,  for  the  time  being,  fhould  have 
voice  ana  precedence  in  Council,  next  after  the  Governor 
General,  That  this  provifion  fuppofed,  that  the  perfou  fo 
defcribed  had  a  feat  1/1  the  Council,  fince  it  regulated  his 
rank  there.  But  that  in  truth  he  was  not  a.  member  of  the  -  \  »  •* 
Council;  and  that  no  provifion  was  mgde  for  the  Com*  * 
mander  in  Chief  of  all  the  forces  in  India,  who  always  had  a 
feat  in  the  Supreme  Council. 

Mr.  Francis's  fecond  queftion  related  to  the  89th  claufe; 
he  faid,  he  could  not  believe  it  poffible  that  this  claufe  could 
have  been  corre&ly  worded,  or  that  it  could  ferioufly  exprefs 
the  intention  of  the  mover.    The  claufe  faid*  that  noperfon 
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to  in  any  pablic  capa- 
>  thither  on  any  terms 
*  of  their  health,  or 
longer  at  home  • 
7.    That  this 
guilty,   anr' 
who  h? 
ipfofo 
dir 


veflels  to  1; 


colliers  ar> 

along  tb 

Thame 

Publir 
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.rved  h. 
„  -rience  in  the  ic 
.rfd  himfelf  as  out  of  tu. 
why  an  honourable  gentle- 
t  who  certainly  did  not  come  to 
aid  who,  he  was  happy  to-  obferve, 
a  change  of  air  for  fcis  recovery,  fhould 
.»  returning  *to  a  country,  where  he  had 
.iimfelf  with  great  honour,    and    which  *un- 
..e  would  not  have  quitted  in  time  of  war,  bdt  for 
more  important  duties  of  a  public  embaffy. 


Mr.  Chan- 
cel or  Pitt, 


ji£  Francis's  third  quefiion  related  to  a  rpore  important 

r  f['  He  faid,  that  in  the  15th  paragraph,  a  power  was 
^n'to  th6  new  Commiffioners,  not  only  to.  fend  orders  to 
f  |dia  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Dire&ors*  a  point  which 
he  fliould  take  another  opportunity  to  confider,  but  to  fend 
01ders  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of  the-  military  forces 
there,  that  is,  to  the  military  officers  appointed  by  the 
•Crown  djre&ly,  and  not  through  the  medium  of,  or  even  in 
communication  with,  the  civil  government  there.  He  con- 
cluded with  declaring,  that  this  rauft  be  a  miftake  in  the 
wording  of  the  clatife;  for  he  could  not  fuppofe  it  poffible 
that  it  Uiould  be  intended  not  only  to  fet  afide  the  Court  of 
Dire&ors  at  home,  but  the  civil  government  abroad,  which 
of  courfe  would  throw  the  whole  power  of  thofe  govern- 
ments into  the  hands  of  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  who 
would  themfelves  be  Under  the  immediate  ahd  exclufive 
orders  of. the  Crown. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  Hbufe  would  fee  that  the 
obfervations  of  the  honourable  gentleman  went  to  points 
that  could  only  be  vdifcufled  with  propriety  in  the  Com* 
mittee ;  he  hoped  therefore,  he  fhould  ftand  excufed  if  he 
did  not  go  much  at  length  into  a  reply  then.  He  would  juft, 
however,  fay  a  word  or  two  upon  each.  With^regard  to  the 
firft  queftion  of  the  honourable  gentleman, .  viz.  whether  it 

wa» 
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was  mteated  to  abohlh  t!  yr^  not  ^gore  thcm#    He 
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„ake  a  part  in  the  pre  v,   nought  in  within  a  day 
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,ature  and  extent  of  the  bill  to  the  Houic.  \  Late,  ' 

*j  the  third  point,  viz*  the1  doubt  exprefled  by  ti*.  ^oceed 

able  gentleman,  as  to  whether  it  was  meant  to  fend  u      m  lt 
orders  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  In<\\a      %u* 
*    without  communication  of  fuch  orders  to  the  Direftors  at        * 
home,  or  to  the  civil  government  in  India,  there  poffiMy 
might  be  fome  inaccuracy  in  the  claufe  that  warranted  fuch 
a  ftggeftion  ;  jf  that  fhould  prove  to  be  the  cafe,  the  claufe 
muft.be  amended  in  the  Committee;  certain  it  was,  that 
'   there  was  no  .intention  to  fend  out  any  orders  without  com* 
munication  to  tbofe  Directors  who  formed  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee of  correfpondence,  much  lefs  to  do  any  thing  that 
fhould  tend  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  render  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  India  independent  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment in  that  country. 

JVfr.   Eden   faid,    that  he  perfectly  concurred    with  the  Mr.  Ea«k 
Chancellor;  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  the  expediency  of.  poft- 
poning  all  difcullion  of  particular  claufes  to  the  Committee; 
hat  he  wiflied  to  make  one  obfervation  upon  the  bill,  which 
certainly  was  not  improper  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  pro* 
ceeding.     It   was  a  conGderation  of  the  higheft  moment, 
and  he.  muft  requeft  gentlemen  to  revolve  it  in  their  minds ; 
jf  he    yras  well  founded  in  his  fentiments  refpe&ing  it,  he 
might  iafely  foretel  that  it  would  much  affeft  the  whole  pro* 
grefs  of  the  bill  through  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.    He 
would  admit  that  the  ftate  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  was 
unfortunately,  and  fatally  fuch,  as  to  call  loudly  for  better 
regulation  and  management ;  he  would  admit,  that  the  delin- 
quencies of  perfons  employed  by  the  Company  were  fuch, 
md  fo  circuroftanced,  as  to  call  loudly  for  a  more  efie&ual 
ribunal  than  any  that  at  prefent  exifted ,  but  it  did  not  fol- 
ow     that  confiaerations  fo  complicated  and  fo  momentous, 
*  H  2  and 
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laid,  we  had  in  our  power-  __j:,  ;_  „„„.      ... 

more  eflftSM  mode  ofgy/  ^TrtSu^  pt>bhc  Cap> 
jthe  landing  of  uru:ufto4v  « J^StT  °?  V"' 

Ihe  feme  time  prove  an7/  Tuf        Jf1**  ' 

enable  ¥s  to 'fit  out  a,/  t£  ^  ^ 

he  meant  was  this  ;  >>*  *!*  &wl?> , ' 


trade  in  fhips>of  th/frl 
Yeffels,   to  corarr/fil* 


nan  who 


cruize  againft  t'JL*  *bf?r' 

/         .     Jthe  hovering  J/  ft*  ™  ■ 

pofed.    Four!    '  5  .A  wC 

places  the  '/*  ^J^'Tfr  ' 

andinoth  -ered  hrmfelf  as 

man  kne'  "  * an.  "onourab'e  & 

veifels  r  "ott)  who  ccrta,nIY  did  not  come  . 

collier  .in, 'and  who,  he  was  happy  to-  obferve, 

ajonr  **"*  a  cr,ahSe  °f  a'r  f°T  ^]S  recovery,  /hould 

Tj?  -»  fr°m  ^turning  »to  a  country,  where  he  had 

P>  ,ihed  himfelf  with  great  honour,    and    which  *un- 

"         i*My  ^e  wou^d  not  have  quitted  in  time  of  war,  but  for 
'J0\  more  important  duties  of  a  public  embaiTy. 
%  ^%U.  Francis's  third  quefiioft  related  to  a  rpore  important 

0int."  He  faid,  that  in  the  15th  paragraph,  a  power  was 
^iven  to  th6  new  Cornmiffioners,  not  only  to  fend  orders  to 
fliclia  without  the  knowledge  of  die  Directors*  a  point  which 
lie  {hould  take  another  opportunity  to  confider,  but  to  fend 
orders  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of  the-  military  forces 
there,  that  is,  to  the  military  officers  appointed  by  the 
Growi>  d,iredlly,  and  ffot  through  the  medium  of,  or  even  in 
communication  with,  the  civil  government  there.  He  con- 
cluded with  declaring,  that  this  rnuft  be  a  miftake  in  the 
wording  of  the  clatrfe;  for  he  could  not  fuppofe  it  poffible 
that  it  ftiould  be  intended  not  only  to  fet  afide  the  Court  of 
Dire&ors  at  home,  but  the  civil  government  abroad,  which 
of  courfe  would  throw  the  whole  power  of  thofe  govern- 
ments into  the  hands  of  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  who 
Would  themfelves  be  Under  the  immediate  arid  excluflve 
orders  of. the  Crown. 
Mr.  Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  Houfe  would  fee  that  the 
cellar  Pitt,  obfervations  of  the  honourable  gentleman  went  to  points 
that  could  only  be  \difcufled  with  propriety  in  the  Com- 
mittee; he  hoped  therefore,  he  fhould  ftand  excufed  if  he 
did  not  go  much  at  length  into  a  reply  then.  He  would  juft, 
however,  (ay  a  word  or  two  upon  each.  With^regard  to  the 
£rft  qiieftion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,,  viz.  whether  it 

.     was- 


make  a  part  in  the  ^;  be  brought  in  within  a  day 

to  be  any  obfcurity  *  V  Houfe  ' would  proceed  to  the 

n  idea,    that .  wor  ^  V  vita  regard  to  the  making 

•nmittee.    The  i  >  .  delinquents  in  India  after 

-Iced  upon,  •  *Vlfent  bill,  hernuft  difcr 

"onswho  *?  pieman.     So  intimately 

Ml  had  *  Mi>  bill  did  he  cbnfider 


St' 


ntir  .  **  I  ;"0  materially  condu- 

v  *  *V  ^nd  of  the  better       - 

b  und  an  u.  m  Vcuii  have  been ;  ot 

a  explained  himu..  vjye  indeed,  it  it 

.*  nature  and  extent  of  the  ribunab  ^ate» 

to  the  third  point,  viz.  the'dou*,  ould  proceed 

able  gentleman,  a$  to  whether  it  *,*  %nd  when  tt 

orders  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  ortant  bu* 

*    without  communication  of  fuch  orders  to  the  ^  *****  ^l 

.  home,  or  to  the  civil  government  in  India,  there  w        ^Drt^e. 
might  be  fome  inaccuracy  in  the  claufe  that  warranted  r      ^ • 
a  fcggeftion  ;  if  that  fhould  prove  to  b*  the  cafe,  the  ^    v*aD(? 
rnuft.be  amended  in  the  Committee;  certain  it  was,  a  . 

'   there  was  no  .intention  to  fend  out  any  orders  -without'eo,^        tt 
munication  to  tbofe  Directors  wbo  formed  the  Secret  Coml 
mittee  of  correfpondence,  much  lefs  to  do  any  thing  that 
ftiould  tend  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  render  the  Commander 
j  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  India  independent  of  the  civil  go*  ■ 
;  vernment  in  that  country. 

Mr.   Eden   faid,    that  he  perfectly  concurred    with  tbeMr.tdt^ 
Chancellor*  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  the  expediency  of,  poft- 
poning  all  difcuifion  of  particular  claufes  to  the  Committee,; 
but  he  wiftied  to  make  one  obfervation  upon  the  bill,  which 
certainly  was  not  improper  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding.   It   was  a  confideration  of  the  higheft  moment, 
and  he.  muft  requeft  gentlemen  to  revolve  it  in  their  minds ; 
if  he  was  well  founded  in  his  fentiments  refpe&ing  it,  he 
might  fafely  foretel  that  it  would  much  afieft  the  whole  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bill  through,  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.    He 
would  admit  that  the  ftate  of  the  Eaft -India  Company  was 
unfortunately  and  fatally  fuch,  as  to  call  loudly  for  better 
regulation  and  management ;  he  would  admit,  that  the  delin- 
quencies of  perfons  employed  by  the  Company  were  fuch, 
and  fo  circumftanced,  asito*  call  loudly  for  a  more  effectual 
tribunal  than  any  that  at  prefent  exifted ,  but  it  did  not  fol- 
low, that  coafiderations  fo  complicated  and  fo  momentous, 
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arid  at  the  fame  timefo  diftind  and  fo  feparate,  ought  to  be 
included  in  the  fame  bill.    It  was  highly  exceptipnabk  to 
blend  bufinefles  in  the  fame  ad,  even  if  the  feffion  were  now 
in  its  commencement;  how  much  more,  then,  was  it  liable 
to  objq&ion*  when  done  towards  the  clofe  of  a  feffion,  in  the 
hurry  of  a  moment,  in  thin  Houfes^  and  when  the  mind*  of 
thofe  who  were.attending,  were  folly,  occupied  by  many  fub- 
je&s  of  moil  ferious  difficulty*     But  his  objection  went 
farther— -He  had  410  wiih  to  pay  court  to  the  other  Houfe  of 
Parliament  beyond  their  juft  pretentions ;  he  could  not  how- 
ever forget,  that  the  part  of  the  prefent  bill  was  peculiarly 
„  ,  proper  for  the  confideration  of  that  Houfe,  affiflcd  by  the 
twelve  Judges,  the  chiefs  of  whom  happened  alfo  to  be  Peers 
of  Parliament*     But  what  was  the    fadfc  refpe&ing  thofe 
affiftahts  i    The  bill  was  to  be  fen t' to  the  Lords  at  the  very 
moment  when  all  the  Judges  were  known'to  be  abfent  on 
the  circuits ;  and  yet  that  bill  was  to  overturn  the  whole 
conftkutional  fyftem  of  judicature,  fo  fat  as  the  Eaft-India 
pofleffions  were  concerried.   It  was  to  enable  a  new  Court  to 
decide,  "  in,  a  fummary  coude, .  without  the  formality  of 
*•  pleading,  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,  without  any 
"  rules  of  evidence,  without  depofitions  upon  oath,  without 
"  parole  teftimony,  -but  on  paper  writings  tranfmitted  from 
'   '  u  the  Eaft  Indies  to  the  Dire&ota."    An  extremity  fo  re- 
pugnant to  the  feelings  of  Englishmen,  was  perhaps  become 
neceflary ;  but  furely  it  merited  the  confideration  of  thofe 
who  &ere  beft  able  by*  their  wifdom  and  by  their  weight  to 
confider  it,  and  to  advife  refpefling  it.    It  was  a  want  of  at- 
tention to,  thofe  who  would  be  abfent  from  the  Houfe  ;    it 
was  a  fevere  hardship  on  the  only  law  officer  who  would 
be  prefent  in  the»Houfe.     He  ivifhed,  therefore,  that  thefe 
diftin&  parts  of  the  bill  might  be  feparated  \    he  fliould  then 
he  mor6  at  liberty  to  ftate  how  far  the  doubtful  part  alight 
he  poftponed  without  public  inconvenience. 
■   He  alfo  wifhed  to  afk  a  queftion  :  it  had  been  propofed  to 
give  relief  to  the  Company*  on  the  view  of  their  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  as  well  as  to  provide  for  their  future  better  govern* 
ment.    What  was  become  of  the  bill  of  relief,  and  why  was 
it  not  brought  forward,  that  both  proceedings  might  go  hand 
in  hand,  and  throw  light  on  each  Other  ? 
Mr.  chan,.     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  reminded  the  Houfe,  that   a    right 
c       Put*  honourable  gentleman,   not  the?*  in  the  Houie,  bad    lately 
argued,  that  he  would  not  confent  to  grant  any  relief  to 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  tilf  the  bill  for  regulating    their 
affairs,  and  the  future  government  of  India,   ihould   be  in 
4  the 
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the  Houfe ;  it  was,  therefore,  he  laid,  a  little  hard  to  hav* 
it  now  obje&ed  againft  the,  prefent  bill,  that  the  .bill  for  the  '  , 
intended  .relief  of  the  Company  was  not  before  them.  *  He 
could  however  affure  the  Houfe,  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the'  £aft-India  Company  would  be  brought  in  within  a  day 
or  two;  he  believed,  before  the  Houfe  would  proceed  to  the 
difcuffion  of  the  prefent  bill.  With  regard  to  the  making 
the  institution  of  a  tribunal  to  try  delinquents  in  India  after 
their  return  home,  a  part  of  the  prefent  bill,  he  rnuft  differ 
totally  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  So  intimately 
connected  with  the  other  obje&s  of  the  bill  did  he  confider 
the  inftitutjon  of  fuch  a  tribunal,  and  fo  materially  condu- 
cive to  the  furtherance  of  thofe  obje&s,  and  of  the  better 
-  government  of  India  in  future,  that  he  fhould  have  been  of 
opinion,  that  the  bill  was  exceedingly  defective  indeed,  if  it 
had  not  provided  for  the  inftitution  of  fuch  a  tribunal*  Late,  ' 
therefore,  as  the  fefljon  was  advanced,  he  fhould  proceed 
with  the  bill  in  its  prefent  comprehenflve  form ;  and  when  it 
was.confidered,  what  an  accumulated  load  of  important  bu* 
Chefs,  from  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  public  affairs,  they 
f  were  under  the  neceffity  of  difpatching  ere  they  rofe  for  the 
recefs,  he  trufted  every  gentleman,  who  was  aware  of  the 
prefent  neceffity  of  their  coming  to  fome  depifive  regulations 
refpe&irig  the  future  government  of  India,  as  early  as  pof- 
.  fible,  would  not  thinSL  he  adted  rafhly  or  ill-advifedly,  id' 
urgihg  all  theohje&s  to  which  the  bill  bore  relation,  to  dif- 
citi&on  at  one  and  the  fame  time. 

The  bill  waa  committed  for  the  16th  inftant. 
A  fhort  converfation  occurred  on  the  propofed  amend* 
meats  of  the  candle  tax. 

-Lord  Btwchamp,  in  a  fltort  fpeech,  Aated  his  intention  to  Lord  Beau- 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  power  of  chwop. 
the  Speaker,  in  regard  to  the  iffuing  of  writs  for  the  ele&ion 
of  members  in  cafes  of  death  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament. 
His  Lordihip  recited  how  that  power  at  prefent  flood,  and 
faid,  be  wiflied  to  au thorife  certain  Commiffioners  to  exercife 
the  power  now  veiled  fokly  in  the  Speaker,  either  in  cafe  of 
his  death*  or  abfence  from  the  kingdom.  The  power  he 
alluded  to,  was  the  power  of  direftidg  the  Clerk  of  the  Crowft 
to  iffue  a  new  writ*  on  publifliing  a  notification  in  the  Ga- 
zette, that  a  .certificate  of  the  cfeath  of  any  member  had 
been  made  to  the  Speaker  by  two  members.  His  Lordihip 
fatd  likewife*  that  he  meant  to  move  the  repeal  of  the  fe- 
veral  a£ts  of  Parliament  which  touched  upon  this  fubjed* 
and.  to  ilate  the  whole  of  their  purport  in  this  new  bill,  fo. 

that 
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-  that  the  Speaker  might  have  only  one  law  to  look  to*  in 
future,  as  the , guide  at  his  conduct  in  theft  particulars.     He 
added,  that  he  had  turned  his  thoughts  to  another  object, 
which,  however,  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  with  left  con- 
fidence than  the  two  forrner.     What  he  meant  was,  whether 
it  might  not  be  advifeable  to  fhorten  the  time  now  limited 
for  giving  notice,  thaj  a  writ  would  be  iffued?    As  the  law 
.     flood,  gentlemen  knew  fourteen  days  was  the  notice  obliged 
to  be  given ;  whereas,  during  the  fitting  of  Parliament,,  any 
member  might  come  down,  and  move  tor  a  new  writ,  as  a 
raattej  of  courfe ;   he  fubmitted  it,  therefore,  to  the  Houfe 
with  great  deference,  whether  a  fhorter  notice  than  fourteen 
days  would  not  be  fufficient.     His  Lordfliip  concluded  with 
moving, 

'<  That  the  a<Sb  of  10  George  III.  cap*  41,  and  1 5  George 
"  III;  cap.  36,  be  read." 

Which  being  done,  his  Lordfliip  moved, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of 
"  the  faid  afts,  and  to  fubftitute  other  provifions  in  lieu 
"  thereof." 
L  Mr.  Jen-        Mr.  Jenkinfon  faid,  he  chearfuily  rofe  to  fecond  the  noble 
kinfoii.      Lord's  motion,  and  he  rofe  the  rather,  as  he  was  the  perfon 
who  had  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  one  of  the  bills  now- 
meant  to  be  repealed.     Mr.  Jenkinfon  approved  much  of  the 
idea  of  comprehending  all  the  regulations  relative  to  the 
%    duty  of  the  Speaker,  on  the  death  of  a  member,  in  one  bill; 
but  he  was  not  prepared  to  fay,  he  thought  the  laft  idea  of 
the  noble  Lord,  that  of  ihortening  the  time  of  notice,  fit  to 
be-  adopted. 
i*he  Attor-     The  Attorney  General  was  of  opinion,  that  a  power  might 
ncyGenenibe  given  in  the  fame  bill  to  the  Speaker  to  iffue  a  writ,  in 
cafe  of  a  vacancy  occafioned  during  the  recefs  by  a  member's 
'  accepting  of  a  place. 
Lord  Mixl-     Lord  Mulgrave  oppofed  the  propofition  with  regard  to 
jrtvc,        Shortening  the  fourteen  days  notice.     His  Lordfliip  ftated 
to  the  Houfe  the  jet  of  the  arguments  that  had  been  urged, 
when  the  bill  vefting  the  Speaker  with  the  power  of  iffuing 
his  warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  make  out  a  writ, 
upon  receiving  a  certificate  of  any  member's  death,  had  been 
under  difcuffioQ. 
Lord  Bean-     Lord  Beau  champ  reminded  the  Houfe,   that   he  had  not 
«l*n>p.       ftated  his  idea  of  Shortening  the  fourteen  day's  notice,  as  a 
matter  upon  which  he  felt  confidently.     His  Lordfliip  by  no 
means  approved  ttafuggeftion  of  the  Attorney  General  with 
regard  to  authorizing  the  Speaker  to  iffue  his  warrant  to  tha 

Clerk 
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Clerk  of  the"  Crown  to  mate  out  a  writ  upon  a  vacancy  oc- 
cafioned  during  the  recefs  of  i  arliament  by  a  member's  ac- 
cepting a  place  under  Government. 

Sir  James  J$bnJione  would  not  confeat  to  ihorten  the  four-  Sir  junet 
teen  days  notice.  Johnftone. 

Mr.:  Dtmpfttr  faid,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  Attorney  Mr.  Demp- 
General's  proportion  might  not  be  adopted  in  the  bill  now  **u 
propoled  to  be  brought  in. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wondered  that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  Mr.  ShcrU 
•not  feel  that  it  by  no  means  became  that  Houfe  to  facilitate <Un# 
its  members  hi  the  obtainment  of  places  under  the  Crown. 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  there  was  a  martifeft  difference  between  a 
v  borough  remaining  unreprefented  a  ihort  time,  during  the 
recefs  of  Parliament,  and  its  continuing  unreprefented  while 
the  Parliament  was  fitting*  Mr.  Sheridan  introduced  the 
condu&*>f  the  High  Bailiff  of  Weftminfter,  and  the  cafe  of 
the  Weftminfter  fcrutiny,  by  way  of  elucidating  his  argu- 
ment. 

Lord  Mahtn  replied,  and  retorted  on  Mr.  Sheridan  with  UrdMaha* 
iefpe&  to  the  Weftminfter,  ele&ion,  and  the  fituation  of  his 
right  honourable  friend.  ■     »   .     ' 

At  length  the  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

7«iy  15- 

Mr.  Dempjier  propofed,  that  in  the  prefent  moment,  when  Mr,  Demp. 
fo  many  burdens  were  to  be.  laid  on  the  People,  'it  would  be  ftcr« 
wife  and  faiutary  to  print  the  tax  bills ;  and  a  jfhort  conver- 
fation  occurred,  in  which  Mr.  Rofe  faid,  that  the*Treafury 
would  be  happy  to  give  every  fpecies  of  information  to  the 
Houfe  on  the  tax46,  but  to  print  the  bills  would  be  incon- 
venient and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Eden  requefted  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer*  to  Mr.  E<t<ns 
inform  the  Houfe.  whether  any  roeafure  was  yet  decided  re«*  . 
fpe&ing  the  American  trade — It  could  not  efcape  remark, 
that  the  advance  of  the  fummer  tended  every  day  .to  relax  the 
attendance  of  gentlemen  in  the  houfe,  and  a  meafure  of  fuch 
magnitude  ihould  neither  be  attempted  precipitately,  nor  in  * 
thin  Houfes.    The  right  honourable  gentleman,  however, 
would  trecolle&,  that  the  prefent  temporary  bill  muft  expire 
in  a  few  days,  and  no- meafure  had  yet  beer}  taken  either  for 
jts  continuance  or  any  new  fyftem.     Was  the  prefent  bill 
to  be  continued  to  the  next  feffion  ?  He  could  anfwer  for.  his 
own  concurrence  if  that  was  intended,  becaufe  he  did  not 
feel  fufficieotly  informed  to  adopt  any  new  plan,  and  faw  no 
.  /  danger 
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'danger  in  the  prolongation  of  this  expedient.  Many  gentle* 
,  men,  indeed,  who  now  fupported  andrefted  on  that  .piao* 
had  originally  darted  at  it  a»  big  with  the  moft  horrible 
alarms;  fc  had*  however,  been  renewed  •  fix  times,  and  pof- 
fibly  Hecies  repititia  placebit ;  it  was  originally  limited  to  three 
Wfeftks,  but  would  probably  complete  itt  three  years.  If, 
however,  any  other  plan  was  in  contemplation*  he  muft  hope 
that  either  he  fliould  be  permitted  to  move  for  the  infor- 
mations on  which  that  plan  was  to  be  grounded*  or  that 
they  would,  without  delay,  be  brought  and  laid  upon  the 
table.  .  . 

Kir.  Chan.  Mr.«  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwercd,'  that  undoubtedly  it  was 
ceiiorPitt,  hts  intention  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  conttderation 
%  of  the  Houfe  early  in  the  next  week. .  He.  did  'not  think, 
that  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  any  comprehenfive  and  per- 
manent fyftem  of  American  commerce  could  be  oxpefted  to 
have  a  full  and  mature  difcuffion :  perhaps  the  prefent  tem- 
porary bill  might  be  continued  ;  perhaps  a  middle  plan  Alight 
be  adopted  for  a  limited  time;  but  bctfould  fubmit  the 
whole  within  a  few  days  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe.  *  '     ♦ 

The  order  of  the  day  for  receiving  the  Report  of -the 
Committee  on  the  fmuggUng  bill  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Eden.       Mr.  Eden  moved  to  re-commit  it,  which  was  confented  to, 
and  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  the  Committee  proceeded 
to  re*confider  the  feveralamendmeats  that  had  been  infertcd 
in  the  Committee;  and  firft, 
Mr.  Walter     Mr.  Walter  Stanhope  objedted  to  the  operation  of  the.  bill's 
Stanhope,    being  to  commence  fo  early  as  the  firft  day  of  Septenv- 
ben    Many  of  the  ^perfons  to  be    afife&ed  by  this  bill,  he 
faid,  might  now  be  upon  the  fea,  and  in  all  probability  the 
bill  would  not  have  patted  both  Houfes  before  the  letter  end 
of  Auguft ;  Mr.  Stanhope  therefore  thought  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely hard  to  make  the  bill  commence  its  operation  fo 
early  a?  the  firft  day  of  September. 
Mr.  Chan.     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  really  faw  no  ground  for  the 
eeiior  Pitr.0bjefti©n;    fince  the  thing  declared  by  the  firft  enafting 
ekufe,  to  be  unlawful  from  and  after  the  firft  of  Seprcm> 
ber,  was  already  known  to  he  unlawful  at  this  moment 
the  claufe  only  bringing  it  within  a  particular  limit  of  our 
coafts.  .    '        •!-'••  •-  *   • 

The  amendment  paffed. 

Whcrf  Mr.  Gilbert  came  to  the  words  declaring,  that  any 
fiiip  or  reffci  hovering  within  four  leagues  of  the  toaft&of 

the 
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the  kingdoto*  and  having  on  board  aay  foreign  brandy  or  - 
fpirits,  'or  any  tea  over  and  above  a  certain  quantity  de*»  « 
fcribed  in  jbe  cl&ufe,  fhould  be  forfeited  and  loft, 

Captain  Macbride  -moved  to.  leave  out  the  words  <c  four  £■£*•  Mac* 
u  l$a{pjes,"  and  to  infert  the  words  "fix  leagues.'* 

This  led  to  a  long  and  defultory  opnverfation,  rn  which 
Captain  Macbride,   Mr.  W.  Stanhope,  Sir  Richard  Sutton, 
Captain  James  Luttrell,  Lord  Mulgrave,  the  Attorney  Gc-  * 
nerd,  the.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr,  Rolle,  Mr* 
Dundas,  Mr.  Eden,  a^nd  other  gentlemen  took  part. 

(Joe  gentleman  ftarted,  as  an  objection  to  the  propofed  . 
amendment,  that  fix  leagues  wis  in  tome  parts  of  the  Chan- 
nel within  a  league  of  the  French  coaft,  particularly  in  the, 
Straits  of  Dover;  and  tharthe  extending  the  operation  of  the 
a£k  fo  near  a  foreign  coaft,  might  give  juft  caufe  of  of* 
fence  to  foreign  powers,  \and  be  attended  with  infinite  dif* 
ficulty.  .  ,  ' 

Mr.  Eden  endeavoured  to  obviate  the  difficulty,  by  inferfcf  Mr.Eata. 
ing  an  amendment,  and  faying,  "  fix;  leagues,  where  the 
"  faid  fix  leagues  (hopld  not  be  more  than  mid  channel." 
'       Lord  Mulgrave  thought  there  fhould  be  a  qualifying  claufe  Lord  MuU 
in  favour  of  foreign  fhips,  and  that  our  own  (hips  found  ho*  sr*ve- 
vering  within  fix  leagues  fhould  be  liable  to  forfeiture,  but 
foreign  (hips  fhould  not  be  liable,   till  they  came  much 
nearer  .our  coafts.  > 

Captain  Macbride  faid,  fuch  a  diftinfiion  would  be  im-  Capt.  Mae. 
mediately  confidered  by  the  fmugglers  as  a  dire&ion  to  them  bride* 
tofmuggle  in   foreign  bottoms,  and  that  they  would  have   » 
recourfe  to  that  practice  accordingly*  <   He  faid  farther,  that 
the  Britifli  fmugglers  would  become  burghers  of  Qftcnd  or 
Flu(hing,  and  of  various  Dutch  and  Fleuiifh  towns,  and1 
would  carry  on  their  illicit  trade  >in  veiTels  with  the  colour*  .; 
of  thofe  towns  flying  at  their  maft  head. 

Mr.  Dundas  recommended  it  to  the.  Commit  tee  to  confider 
that  they  were  making  a  law  for  the  better  prefervation  of 
the  Britifli  revenue,  and  to  mix  no  foreign  confiderations  in 
the  bufinefs.  j  He  faid  foreign  powers  cq^ld  not  be  fo  unrea- 
fonable  as  to  take  offence  at  the.  provisions  of  an  aft  of  the 
Britifli  Parliament,  obvioufly  dire&ed  by  itate  policy  and, 
neceffity.       ,'■•/• 

Mr.  Rden>  after  concurring  with  Mr-  Dundas  as  to  ths  Mu  Eden, 
propriety  of  making  no  diftioftions  in  the  hovering  diftance, 
between  Britifh  and  foreign  frm*§clers,  which  among  other 
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iff  confluences  might,  he  faid,  affeft  the  bufinefs  of  Britifh 
fhip  builders*  proceeded  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  a  point  of  the  utmoft  importance.  The  bill  in  agitation 
purported,  to  difarm  the  fmuggling  veffels;  to  clip  their 
wiogs;  to  Fncreafe  the  limits  within  which  they  are  forfeit- 
able;  and  all  this  in  addition  to  \ other  meafures  intended  ta 
tower  the  duties  on  the  articles  which  chiefly  fupport  their 
trade.  It  was  probable,  that  fitch  a.  combination  of  n>ea- 
fures  would  force  many  thoofands  of  able  feameo  and  aftive 
landmen,  either  to  live  in  a  ftate  06  defperate  rapine,  or 
throw  themfelves  /into  the  arms  of  foreign  countries,  unlefs 
the  humanity  and'wifilom  of  Parliament  would  give  them 
encouragement  to  come  home  into  the  clafs  of  honeft  and 
induftrious  citizens.  Under  thefe  fentimetrts  he  felt  peculi- 
arly anxious  to  bring  forward  a  claufe  of  indemnity  and  par- 
don for  all  paft  offences  commited  in  purfuit  of  illicit  trade  z 
ana*  he  was  happy  to  fipd  that  fuch  a  claufe  was  likely  to 
meet  the  cordial  approbation  and  fupport  of  that  quarter 
which  was  moll  effential  to  its  fuccefs.  If,  therefore,  he 
might  hope  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  encouragement  of  the  Houfe,  he  would, 
on  a  future  day,  bring  forward  fuch  a  claufe,  by  way  of 
rider,  to  be  tacked  to  the  bilU 

Mr.  Chancellor  pin  faid,  that  the  .claufe  now  announced 
woulJ  certainly  have  his  moft  hearty  concurrence;  it  ap- 
peared to  him*  under  all' the  prefent  circumftances,  to  be 
equally  humane,  juft,  and  wife;  and  he  hoped  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  take  the  trouble  of  preparing 
Inch  a  claufe  accordingly,  for  the  difcuf&on  of  the  Houfe  — 
Mr.  Pitt  laid  farther,  that  he  would  take  that  opportunity  of 
declaring,  that  he  had  .  caufed  a  claufe  to  be  drawn  for  the 
purpofe  which  he  had  ftated  when  the  fubjeft  was  laft  un- 
der difcuffion,  viz',  to  have  it  declared  by  fome  competent 
authority,  whether  a  feizure  of  a  veffcl  fhould  beperfifted 
in  and  profecuted  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  to  forfeiture, 
under  certain  cafes ;  fuch  as,  when  a  quantity  of  contraband 
goods  Was  found  o»  board,  to  fo  trifling  an  amount  as  to 
make  it  evident  that  the  owner  could  have  no  concern  in 
the  bufinefs,  and  to  render  it  probable  that  the  mafter  even 
was  ignorant  of  the  goods  being  concealed.  Mr,  Pitt  faid,  the 
forms  of  the  Houfe,  he  believed,  made  it  impoflible  for  him 
to  move  the  claufe  in  the  Committee,  but  he  would  move 
it  at  the  fit  opportunity . 

'"'.♦"  Mr. 
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Mr.  Atiinfaft  declared  his  fatisfa&ion  at  the  right  "honour-  Mr.  Atkin-  , 
able  gentleman's  having  it  in  his  intention  to  propofe  the  foA- 
claufehe  had' defer i bed  —  Such  a  claufe,  he  laid,  would  go, 
a  great  wiy  towards  removing  the  fears  and  apprehensions 
of  the  flrip  owners  and  merchants,  who,  as  the  law  iiood  at 
prefent,  were  expofed  to  great  hardfhips. 

The  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Arden)  Aafed  to  the  Houfe,  The  Attor- 
in  order  to  prevent  mifcohceptions,  that  what  an  honourable  neyGencrai 
member  (Mr.  Atkiafon)  had  ftated  on  a  former  day,  as  a  moil  ' 

flight  and  vexatious  feizure,  viz.  eighteen  bottles  of  fpirits, 
•concealed  under  fome  loofe  hemp,  turned  o\jt  upon  inquiry* 
to  be  a  feizure  of  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  gallons,  with 
various  other  articles  of  (1  Iks,  chintz,,  ice.  &c.  Mr.  Attor- 
ney read  a  lift  of  the  feveral  articles  found  on  board  the  vef* 
fel,  that  had  been  feized,  and  faid,  he  thought  thofe  who  re- 
ieafed  the  veflel  a&ed  wifely,  but  he  trailed  his  right  honour- 
able friend's  claufe  would  not  go  that  length. 

Mr*  At  kin/on  faid,  he  knew  not  where  the  learned  gentle*  Mr.  Atkin- 
«nan  got  his  ftatement>  btit  he  had  never  beard  that  the  ihip  fon« 
contained  any  fuch  quantity  —  Even  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five gallons,  however,  put  in  eighteen  bottles  or  half 
ankers,  -were  not  large  matters  to  conceal  under  loofe  hemp 
in  the  manner  that  he  had  ftated  $  and  as  to  the  chintz  or 
jnuflins,  every  body  mull  fee  thofe  articles  were  articles  of 
common  failors  fmuggllhg,  and  which  every  maririer  might 
even  conceal  from  the  mailer  by  wrapping  them  round 
his  body,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  contended,  that  % 
merchant  or  ihip  owner  opght  to  lofe  his  fliip  6n  that  ac- 
count* 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  he  would  not  be  fo  diforderly  as  to  Mr.  Iden. 
refer  to  any  paft  debate ;  but  if  it  fllould  happen,  that  in 
any  future  difcuffion,  refpecYing  the  deficiencies  and  errors 
of  the  EailJndia  Directors'  Reports,  fuch  fums  as  he  might 
/late  to  amount  to  many  millions,  fhould  be  treated  by  a 
certain  J>ire£toY  as  mere  thoufahds  or  hundreds,  he  muil  be 
permitted  to  revert  to  the  prefent  anecdote*  arid  to  remind 
that  Director  of  an  unhappy  inaccuracy,  either  in  the  faculty 
of  keeping  accounts,  or  of  taking  informations,  which  led 
htm  to  ftate  eighteen  bottles,  as  one  hundred  and  twepty-fivei 
gallons. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Ptit  faid,  he  trailed  it  was  not  'the  pro-  Mr.ckan- 
per  bufiaefe  of  the  Committee  to  be  difarffing  to  what  ex-  €en°f  phu 
tent  of  fmuggled  goods  his  intended ckufe  would  be  limited; 
the  fad  was,  he  did  not  intend  to  limit  it  to  any,  but  to  leave 
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It  to  a  jury  to  pronounce,  whether  a  fhtp  with  a  given  quan- 
tity of  fmuggled  goods  found  on  board,  fhould,  or  mould  not 
be  proceeded  upon  in  the  Court  of'  Exchequer,  ftill  holdmg 
the  owner  to  be  refponfible  for  the  conduftof  the  jnafter. 
This  idea  was  precifely  correfpondent  with  the  ideas  fuggefted 
on  a  former  day  by  a  learned  friend  of  his,  whofe  fupport  he 
flattered^  hknfeif  his  claufe  would  receive. 
The  Attorney  General  ihook  his  head. 
M'.  Atk'w     Mr.  Atkirfoh  faid,  the  owner  undoubtedly  ought  to  be  re- 
1 jn-  fponfible  for  the  conduct  of  the  matter  5    that  was  l>ut  fair 

and  reafonable:  what  he  had  complained  of  as  extremely  un- 
juft,  was,  to  hoM  him  to  be  refponfible,  and  to  declare  his 
fliip  liable  to  forfeiture  for  the  condudt  of  the  mariners,  over 
whom  he  could  not  poffibly  exercife  any  control. 
Vr.  Beau«  -  Mr.  Beaufoy  fpoke  to  the  following  efie<&  —  The  diflikc 
"fi;  »  foy-  /  which  the  learned  gentleman  has' ejcprefled  to  the  claufe  which 
the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wkfties  to 
introduce,  furprifes  me  much,  for  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
from  what.fources  of  argument  his  obje&ions  <*an  poffibly  be 
drawn -^  The  clauie  appears  to  me  to  confult  the  wifhes  and 
' >|  the  interefts  of  every  defcription  of  men,'  whofe  interests  and 

'jil  ,  wifixes  on  the  fubjed  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  weight 

j  with  the  Houfe  — Afle  the  Judges  their  opinion — They 

,j:  .  t  wilt  tell  the  learned  gentleman,  that  they  fhfdl  rejoice  in  a 

claufe  which  enables  them  to  do  that  by  the  authority  of 
•Jaw,  which  motives  of  juftice  have  always  impelled  then*  to 
do  on  jhe  doubtful  authority  of  an  ancient  ftatute,  acknow- 
ledged to  be  inapplicable  to  veflels  bomtward  >boundt  and  by 
many  perfons  even  with  regard  to  veflels  outward  bound, 
Juppofed  to  be  repealed  by  the  pofitive  words  of  later  a£U. 

Enquire^  the  fentiments  of  the  juryman  -»-  He  will  un- 
doubtedly fay,  that  the  claufe  will  relieve  him  from  a  cruel 
embarraUment,  by  reconciling  his  regard  to  equity  to  the 
obligations  of  his  oath. 

The  fhip  owners  Will  tell  the  learned  gentleman*  that  to 
themXhe  clauie  will  be  the  greateft  of  bleflings;  for  it  will 
make  them  refponfible  only  for  the  conduit  of  the  mafter, 
over  whom  they  have  fome  power,  and  not  for  that  of  the 
feaman,  on  whofe  a&ions  they  can  have  no  poflibtet  con- 
trol. \    % 

For-what  intereft,  then,'  does  the  learned  gentleman  plead 
when  he  condemns  the- intended  claufe?  He  anfwers,  for  the 
interefts  «f  the  revenue. 

..  .  Sir,  when  the  hopoiirable  gentleman  can  provq  that  tht  in- 
terefts of  the  revenue  require  the  punifhment  of  the  innocent, 
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and  the  acquittal  of  the  guilty  —  When  he  can  prove  that 
thofe  interefts  Will  be  advanced  by  dtfcouraging  honeft  in- m  % » 
duflry  —  When  he  can  prove  that  the  revenue  will  increafe 
ifi  proportion  as  the  commercial  intereft  is  opprefled — then, 
but  not  till  then,  the  learned  gentleman  will  prove,  that  a 
regard  to  the  revenue  requires  the  fuppreffion  of  the  claufe.  * 

To  me  the  claufe  appears  to  be  equally  confonant  to  con- 
fiderations  of  juftice  and  confidertions  of  policy  —  it  is  cer- 
tainly confonant  to  conflderations  of  juftice;  for  every  free 
man  has  a  right  to  know  the  law  under  which  he  lives  —  If 
the  Legiflature  has  a  right  to  exad  obedience  from  him, 
he,  on  his  part,  has  a  right  to  demand  from- the  Legiflature 
a  fpecific  declaration  of  its  will:  land  to  this  he  has  a 
double  claim,  when  the  offence  is  merely  artificial,  for 
in  fuch  cafes,  the  feelings  of  nature  cannot  be  his  guide. 

.  The  claufe  is  equally  confonant  to*  confiderations  of  po-  * 
licy;  for,  while  the  fubjedk  is  uncertain  of  the  law,  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  his  own  infecurity,  the  apprehenfion  under 
which  he  lives,  the  perpetual  dread  of  unknown  danger, 
gives  him  a  fenfe  of  mifery  that  renders  him  indifferent  at 
lead,  and  perhaps  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  Government— 
To  me,  therefore,  the  claufe  appears  to  be  recommended  by 
every  confederation  that  ought  to  influence  the  condu&  of  . 
the  Legiflature  ;  and  being  fo  recommended,  I  have  no  doubt 
of  its  receiving  the  entire  aflent  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  claufes  of  the  bill. 

July  16. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved,  for  the  Houfe  to  re- 
fblve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Eaft-India  bill;  and  the 
order  having  been  read,  the  Speaker  put  the  queftion,  "  that 
**  he  leave  the  chair." 

Mr.  Francis  then  rofe,  and  defired  to  know  if  that  were  Mr.  Fraacit 
not  the  proper  ftage  of  the  bill  for  him  to  ftatepbje&ions  lie 
entertained  to  the  general  principle  of  it,  as  well  as  its  indi* 
vidual  parts?  -  * 

The  Speaker  repeated  the  crueftion  that  had  been  put,  and  The  Speak., 
faid;  any  bbje&ion  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  might  be  then"' 
(bred.  - 

Mr.  Francis  thereupon  rofe  again,  and  And,  as  he  had  ftrong  ***•  *«*"• 
obje&ions  to  offer  again  ft  the  principles  upon  which  the  bill 
proceeded,  he  conceived  his  entering'4nto  adifcuffion  of  thofe 
principles  then,  would  be  perfectly  couGftent  with  the  orders 
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of  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  he  would  (late  to  the  Houfe  the 
<  variety  of  remarks  that  hadfuggefted  themfelves  to  his  rpind  ' 
upon  the  bill. 

He.  then  began  with  obferving,  that  duty  might  furvive 
hope*  and  that  he  feared  both  the  ttoufe  ana  he  were  taking 
unneceffary  pains*  and  endeavouring  to  make  a  law  of  regula- 
tion when  it  was  too  late,  and  after  the  objedt  of  the  law  was 
loft.     Should  this  unfortunately  prove  {rue,  a  long  fpeech 
\    (       would  hereafter  appear  to  have  been  the  more  irkfome,  b*- 
cauie  ill  timed  i  though  he  had  little  hopes  of  fuccefs  from 
any  thing  be  might  fay,  he  would  oeverthelefs  do  his  duty* 
'  notwithstanding  that,  he  feared  he  ftiould  be  under  the  neceffity 
of  making  a  longer  fpeech  than  the  Houfe  might  wifli  to 
..  bear ;  but  the  importance  of  the  fuHedt,  and  the  magnitude 
of  the  objtfts  which  the  bill  profefled  to  provide  for,  ren? 
dercd  it  impoffible  for  him  to  comprife  his  remarks  in  a  very 
.       ftort  cornpafs.   .  The  hill  confuted  of  three  parts ;   the  firft 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  new  fyftem  of  government 
a*  home  f>y  the  inftitution  of  a  Commiflion,  with  the  effe&s 
of  which  he  ihould  not  meddle,  but  fpeak  merely  of  the  fa£ls 
it  was  to  reft  upon  ;  the  fecbnd  part  related  to  regulations  of 
government  in  India;  while  the  third,  turned  wholly  upon 
die  inftitution  of  a  new  judicial  tribunal  for  the  purpofeof 
trying  Eaft-Indja  delinquents.    The  bill,  Mr.  Francis  faid* 
as  it  Hood  at  prefoptt  had  no  foundation  whatever,  but  was'  • 
a  conclusion. without  premifes.    It  ftated  itfelf  to  be  a  re- 
medial bill,  and  yet  was  wholly  filent  as  to  the  perlbns  who 
had  committed,  and  the  abufes  that  had  been  committed  in 
India,  wjiieh  made  fuch  a  bill  neceffary.     This  appeared  to 
him  the  more  extraordinary^  as  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, when  he  opened  it  to  the  Houfe,  had  not  been  at  all 
during  of  the  mention  of  thofe  abufes  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech,  although  he  now  thought  proper   not  to  fay  one' 
,      word  about  tbem  in  the  bill,    He  would  next  obferve,  that' 
the  bill  went  on  thefe  two  principles,  the  abofe  of  powep 
abroad^  and  the  want  of  power'  at  home ;'  to  remedy  which; 
it  propfed  to'increafe  the  power  abroad,  and  to  reduce  the? 
power  at  home.  Qnvthe  principles  of  almoft. every  claufef  irt 
the  bill,  the  Directors  ought  to  he  annihilated,  whereas  they 
were  left  in  exiftence,  but  in  a  ftate  not  greatly  to  he  envied. 

»   -  •-!  .'    Poor  gentleman !   they  were  fuffered  to  remain  nominally ; 

^  deduced  to  mere  clerks  3   the  fhadow  of  the  direction  left, 

without  the  fubftance !  The  weaknefs  of  the  Directors,  and 
their  inefficacy  and.  want  of  power,  to  enforce  obedience  to 
theii;,  own  orders,  had  been  admitted  on  all  hands— Tore* 

tnedy 
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medy  this  weakhefs,  a  claflring  power  was  created,  and  that 
of  two  defcriptions  ;>  one  a*  nominal  power,  the  other  a  real 
one.  While  it  was  declared,  that  the  Di  te&ors  are  too  feeble 
to  enforce  their  own  orders,  they  were  made  the  channel  of 
the  orders  of  a  higher  power,  and  muft  degrade  them, ,  This 
he  reprobated  as  extremely  injudicious  and  tinwife,  declaring 
that  rnere  forms  were  of  noufe,  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
fubfift  when  a  conftitution  was  eflentially  altered.  Having 
made  thefe  general  <  remarks,  he  proceeded  to  obferve  upon 
the  particular  claufes  of  the  bill;  and  fifft,  that  there  was 
i\o  preamble;  the  bill  being,  as  he  had  before  remarked,  a 
conclufion  without  premifes,  a  remedy  without  diforder,  and 
a  punishment  without  a  crime. 

From  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  art 
his  fpeech,  he  did  imagine  that  the  preamble  Would  have 
been  full,  and  that  it  would  have  fpecjfied  the  abufes  the  bill 
was  intended  to  cure.  He  next  defired  to  call  the  attention 
of  th§  Houfe  to  claufe  3  (page  2  of  the  printed  bill)  in 
which  they  would  find,  that  the  new  Commiffion,  confifting 
of  Privy  Counfellors,  who  who  were  not  only  "  inverted  • 
••  with  the  fuperintendance  and  control  over  all  the  Britifh 
#<  territorial  pofleffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  but  over  the 
*  affairs  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  trading 
"  thereto."  By  thefe  words  they  had  the  commerce  and 
concerns  of  the  Company,  as  well  as  its  revenue  and  its  po- 
litical iriterefts,  put  completely  under  their  fuperintendance 
and  control*  He .  was  aware  that  there  was  a  proviilon  in 
the  fubfequent  parf  of  the  bill,  which  did,  in  fome  meafure, 
except  the  commercial  concerns  of  the  Company  from  being 
fubjedk  to  the  fuperintendance  .and  control  of  the  new  Com* 
miffion,  but  not;  in  his  mind  fufficiently  to  remove  the  ob- 
jection, to  Which  the  wording  of  the  third  claufe  was  liable. 
Claufes  marked  8,  9,  10  (page  4  of  the^printed  copy)  obliged  %  ' 
the  i)ire6tors  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  Commiffioners, 
and  the  next  claufe  empowered  the  Commifiioners  either  tQ 
approve  or  ditapprove  of  the  difpatches  of  the  Dire&ors. 
The  next  to  that  gave  them  a  power  to  trapfmit  to  the  Di* 
reftors  any  orders  or  inftru&ions  to  the  Governments  and 
Prefidencies  in  India,  which  orders  the  Dire&ors  are  obliged 
to  fend  over  to  India;  and  the  claufe  immediately  following 
provides  an  appeal  to  His  Majefty  in  Council,  whenever  a 
.  difpute  ihould  arife  between  the  Directors  and  the  Comrnif- 
fioners,  as  to  what  is,  and  what  is  not,  a  queftion  of  com- 
merce. This  appeal,  Mr.  Francis  obferved,  was  from  the 
Mini Jler  to  the  Mimfter,  becaufethe  Minifter  naturally  was  , 

one 
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one  of  the  Privy  Cottncil,  and  the  member  by  whole  advice 
his  Majefty  would  chiefly  be  guided.  The  next  claufe  con- 
tained a  matter  to  which  he  ha/d  lately  taken*  the  liberty  of 
drawing  their  attention,  as  a  matter  of.  great  importance; 
what  he  meant  was,  the  power  given  to  the  new  Commiffion 
,to  fend  orders  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  in  India  fepa« 
ratety  and  independent  of  the  civil  Government. 

The  Commanders  in  Chief,  be  faid,  were  appointed  by  the 
Crown ;  the  confluences  of  fuch  a  power  being  fuflered  to 
be  given,  were  fo  obvioufly  alarming,  that  he  could  not  but 
conceive  there  was  fome  nnftake  or  other  in  the  clauie.  The 
wording  alio  of  the  17th  claufe,  which  declared  the  Com- 
.  mander  in  Chief  bf  Fort  William  was  to  fuceepd  Mr, 
Haftings,  in  cafe  of  death,  removal,  or  refignation,  muft  in 
-  like  "manner  be  founded  in  miftake,  becaufe  no  fuch  officer 
.  had  ufuaily  a.  feat  or  /a  voice  in  Council.  -  With  regard  to  * 
-  the  claufe,  page  7,  of  the  printed  bill,  that  enabling,  that 
the  Court  of  Directors  ihould,  within  a  time  to  be  limited, 
fend  out  a  fit  and  proper  perfon  tobe  Governor  of  Fort  St. 
George,  he  defired  to  know,  if  Lord  Macartney  was  to  be 
recalled  ?  The  moment  he  heard  that  Lord  Macartney  had 
quarrelled  with  Mr.  Haftings,  he  faid,  he  was  pertyaded  he 
was  a  good  officer,  arid  was  doing  his  duty.  He  ftated  . 
what  led  him  to  fortp  this  opinion.  Claufe  30,  page  i2,  he 
faid  he  perfefitly  concurred  in ;  it  was  certainly  right  to  ena£l 
that  the  a£ts  of  the  Directors  ihould  not  be  revoked  by  the 
(general  Court  of  Proprietors* ;  but  then  at  the  fame  time  it 
was  not  very  confident  with  fome  principles  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  formerly  laid  down  about  the 
facredntfs  of  charter*!  rights.  Claufe  32  alfo  he  approved; 
thinking  it  perfeftly  right  that  the  other  Prefidencies  fliould 
be  dependent  on  Fort  William  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.  The 
next  claufe,  that  marked  33,  page  n,  he  hail  read  over  again 
and  agairi^  and  he  could  not  make  common  fenfe  of  it.'  The 
claufe,  as  it  flood,  ftated,'  that  the  rules  .were  to  extend  to 
the  rules.  This  was  fheer  noli  fenfe  ;  the  qoeftion  was,  to 
what  fubje£t  matter  a  thing,  not  to  what  perfons  or  places, 
the  power  of  making  rules,  &c.  extends.  He  aiked,  was  the 
general  legiflative  power  meant  to  be  vefted  in  the/Governor 
General  or  Council?  The  whole  of  the  claufe  feemed  to 
want  tranflAting  into  fenfe.  The  claufe  reprobating  fchemes 
of  conqueft  and  extenfion,  as  meafares  repugnant  to. the 
wifh,  the  honour,  and  policy  of  the  nation,  he  approved 
highly  ;  but  like  every  other  good  claufe  in  the  'bill,  it  wa% 
clogged  with  an  exception  which  defeat^  the  rule  it  laid 

down. 


A.  1784.  D  *E:  B  JvA'i  *I  E  ;  S.  , .  ;  J$$ 

down  J  *  He  wiflied  to  'fete  a  pv  opo&lion  f<*  full  oif  truth  and    • 
'  ;wffd6r»,  not  only  acknowledged,  but  eqforced-i— lit  ttisffioft 

*  eflential'vicHv,  conrinded  Mr*  Francis,  the  plan  o£.  thebill  is    . 
'   moft'fcfTetotially  defective.    It  alludes-  to  fU&e  and  'offences 

'  Which'  are'  not  dated,  and  to  criminals  whom,  fo  far  from 

attempting  to  puni(h,  it  does  not  even  venture  to  defcribe. 

1   If  fuch  fa&S  and  criminals  do  not  exift,  the  whole  biU  is  a 

1   fuperfluity,  bditenpon  a  falfehoodw*  It  fuppofea  imaginary  ' 

disorders,  for  the  imaginary  merit  of  corre&ing  then*— 

•  But  if  they  really  exifted,  it  would*  he  in  vain  to  espe£fc 
that  they  would*  be  checked  <&  prevented  by. -the  4m}Jty 

*  threats  of  a  Legrflature,!  that  contented  itfelf  with  piling 

-  up  laws  upon  laws,  and  regulations  on  regulations— of  a 
Legiffature,;  that  never  had  hithert  been  obeyed^  yet  ^always 
looked  forward  to' future  obedience.    Reward  and  punkh- 

^menfc  Was  the  right  and  left  hand  of  Government—-  It  .was 
the  office  of  the  head  to  frame  and  denounce:  the  law,  but 
it  was  the  hand 'that  mutt  enforce  it.  In  another  point  of 
'  view;  the  bill ;wa»  unjuft  as  well  as  JmpotenU  It  made  no 
'  diftm&ioti  between  thofe  perfons  who  had  uniformly  aded 
on  the  principles  yoU  approve,  and, others  who  had i uni- 
formly a£edon;  the  principles-  you  /  condemn  j  In  not 
ftatirig  any  to;  be  innocent,  it  fappofed  ill  to  he<  guilty  — - 
He  faid  he  would  now  do  what  the? anover  of  the.  bill  had 
not  courage  to  do;  he  would  attach  refpcmfibility  to  power, 

-  and  affirmed,  that,  at' the  end  of  the  year  17,77,  :tbe  whole 
political'  {>oWef  of  th«  Britife  empire  in  India,,  nominally 
vefted  ih  the  Governor  General  and  Council  *  wasrre^lly  . 
and  fubftantrally  vefted  in  Mr..  Haftings.    If  Mr.  Haftings, 
fupported  by  *>ne  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  againft 

♦  the  other  twoi"  was  not  exolufively  refponfiWe  for  the  war 
which  was  Undertaken  at  that  period,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe  of  con^ueft  and  extension  of  dominion^  which  carried 

:dt*folit«mJ  with  it  wherever  it  extended,  and  which  had 
_  ehdfcd  in  "  the '  ruin  of*  the»  Eaft-India  Companyi :  *it  was  .fit 

*  that  Tarliamettt  and 4  the1  nation  fcould  kno  w^  nay,  it  iwa  s 
r:  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  inquire,  who  was;  the  author  of 
:    the  war,  afYd' wftciwas  to  be  atifwerable  for  it*    Ea&«,  it 

•  -would  be  faid',  ihight  be*  Very  differently )  represented,  ;and 
•  ■  vturiouffy  accounted  for,  efpecialty  at  fo.  .great  a.  diftance  as 

-  from  Iftdfct  tc^Etfgland.1  *  He  well'  knew  the  facility,  with 
-which  fads  at  fuqh  a  diftance  might  be  dated  to  advan- 
tage.   But  prhiCiples'  formaHy  declared,  and  deliberately 
"    Vol.  XVI.  '      .      K  avowed, 
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avowed,  were  not  to  l>e  difguifed  6r  retrafted.  They  ftood 
for  public  judgement,  and  they  demanded  it.  If  the  Houfe 
had  any  doubt  about  the  fa£t,  let  them  look  to  the  acknow- 
ledged principles  of  the  perfon  to  whom  the  fad  was  ira- 
'   puted.     Did  Mr.  Haftings  himfelf  deny,  that  cojiqueft  and 

•  extent  of  dominion  were  his  objeft  in  the  purfuit  of  the 

•  Marattah  war?  No,  he  avowed  it.  Let  him  anfwer  for 
himfelf  — ■  He  would  not  run  the  rifque  of  doing  hjm  an 
injuftice.  x 

.  <*  If  the  Britifli  arms  and  influence  have  fuffered  a  fc- 

<c  vere  check  in  the  Weftefh  world,  it  is  the  more  incum- 

.  '  u  bent  on  ihofe  who  are  charged  with  the  interefts  of  Great 

•  M  Britain  in  ihe  Eaft,  to  exert  themfelves  for  the  retrieval 
c*  of  the  national  lofs;  that  we  have  the  means  in  our 
*#  power,  and  that,  with  fuch  faperior  advantages  as  we 
4€  poffefs  over  every  power  which  can  oppofe  us,  we  ihould 
*',not  aft  merely  on  the  defenfive  #." 

,  In  thefe  explicit  words  you  have  all  the  policy,  and  all 
the  juftice  of  the  Marattah  war— If  we  have  fuffered  loffes 
*•  in  the  Weft,  let  us  repair  them  in  the  Eaft ;  wherever  we 
are  powerful,  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  attack.  Surely  if  no 
-  other  evidence  exifted,  it  would  ntft  be  very  unreasonable 
to  prefume,  that  Mr.  Haftings* s  meafures  had  been  formed 
on  the  principles  he  profeffed. 

He  .was  ready  to  admit,  that  the  claufe  in  aueftion  did 

.all  that  could  be  done,  by  mere  legiflative  prohibition,  to 

put  a  ftop  to  fuch  meafures  in  future—  Yet  he  very  much 

feared,  that  the  general  rule  would  be  defeated  by  the  ex- 

,  caption  that   attended  it.     The  Governor   General    and 

Council  were  not  to  make  war,  or  to  commence  hoftilities 

.  againft  any  of  the   country  powers,  unlefs  fuch    powers 

Ihould  actually  be,  making  preparations  for  the  commence- 

•  -     ment  of  hoftilities  againft  us  or  our  allies.     He  begged 

j     leave  to  affure  the  Houfe,  that  whenever  the  Governor 

General  and  Council  were  -difpofed  to  make  war    upon 

their  ne4ghbours,  they  could  at  all  times  fabricate  a  cafe 

to  fuit  their  purpofe,  and  fend  home  a  mafs.  of  incontro* 

.  >  vertible  evidence   to  fupport   it.     The  exception    in  the 

next  claufe?,  by  which  a  fimilar  latitude  was  given  to  Fort 

St^  George  and  Bombay,  was  not  fo  dangerous,  becaufc 

*     ,         thofe  Presidencies  were  nearer  to  a  power  that  might  con« 

*  Confutation  of  the  a  ad  June,  1778. 

trol 
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trol  them.    They  corfd  not  make  war,  if  the  Governor    . 
General  and  Council  were   ferioufly  determined  againft 
it.    But,  again,  he  faid,  one  example  was  worth  an  hun- 
dred laws,    ,  *  \  *° 

He  was  not  very  cotwerfant  with  the  affairs  of  the  coaft 
of  Coromande V  «nd  therefore  fliould  offer  hut  a  fingle  ob- 
servation on  the  feveial  claufes  that  related  to  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  debts  due  to  Britifh  fubje&s  from  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  any  other  of  the  na- 
tive pwrtefted  princes  in  India.  The  labour  of  inquiring 
into  and  liquidating  thofe  debts,  which  the  bill  impofed  on 
the  Governor  General  and  Council,  in  addition  to  their 
own  immediate  duties,  would  be  very  heavy,  and  he  be- 
lieved, equally  ufelefs.  They  might  adjuft  the  accounts, 
but  he  had  110  conception  how  the  debts  were  to  be  paid 
out  of  an  exhaufted- revenue,  and  a  ruined  country.  He 
believed  it  to  be  impoffible,  unlefs  a  preference  was  to  be 
given  to  the  private  debts  before  thofe  of  the  Company, 
which  he  prefumed  was  not  intended. 

The  final  fettlement  of  the  prefent  indeterminate  rights 
and  poffeffions  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore,  with  refpeft  to  each  other*  was  a  juft,  a  necef- 
fary,  and  an  attainable  object.    The  principles  on  which 
the  fettlement  was  to  be  made,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
bed  that  could  be  adopted  —  But  he  moft  ftrongly  ob- 
jected to,  and  protefted  againft-  the   idea  of  leaving  the 
execution  of  the  meafure  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  —  The  power  which  predominated  in  that  go- 
vernment was  notorioufly  partial  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot> 
and  hoftile  to  the   Rajah  of  Tanjore.    The  tribunal  to 
which  the  parties  were  referred,  was  prejudiced  in  favour 
of   the  ftronger  of  the  two,  and,  if  its   intentions  were 
ever  fo  upright,   (hould  not  be  trufted  with  the  power 
of  judging  between  them  — Neither  was  it  neceffary — - 
There  was  no  queftion  of  right  between  the  contending 
parties,  which  might  not  be  decided  as  properly  and  as 
effectually   in  England  as  it  could  be  in  Bengal.  ,  The 
Court  of  Dire&or$  had  all  the  materials  before  them  — 
They  might  determine  the  points  in  difpute,  and  fend 
their  orders  directly  to  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  Fort 
St. -George,  to  carry  their  decifion  into  effec\    If  they 
could  do  it  they  ought  to  do  it. 

On  a  fimilar  principle  of  reafon  and  juftice,  he  objected  to 
the  mode  adopted  in  the  next  claufe,  for  the  profefled  purpofe 

K  z  of 
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1  of  *re«flating^  certain  Rajahs*  zemindar*,  -polygjirs,  and  pther 
landholders^  vwhorhadi  been- difpofie&d  o£  thpirJaqfo.  .The 
claims  of  the  parties. were tobo  referredjQ  the  refpeclive  Pre- 
sidencies, who  were  to  inquire,  into,  and  determine  upon  them  :> 
thtftis,  if  injuftice  had  been  doner,  the  perfontfr  who  had  done 

x  it,  -were  to  repair  k  attheir  difcrerion. ;  Was  there  any,  colour 
of  ^eopriety,  was  thererany  prudence  in  fuch  a  delegation  of 
power?  Couldanyonethjnk.it  would  he  effedlual?.  For  ex- 
ample J  wasit  to  be  believed,  that  any  orders  from  the  Court  of 
Direfibrs,  or:  even  from  the  higheft  power  in  this, country, 
coukl  eng%gs.*Mr.  Haftings  £o  liften  Jto  the  claims  of  the  Rajah 
of* Benares)  Could  h*  be  reafonably  deemed  an  impartial 
judge  of  fuch  claims? .  He  had  told  the  Diredors*,  that  "  if 
<c  they,  jfhould  proceed  to  order  thereftoration  of  Rajah  Cheyt 
"  Sing^prad,  if  the  Council  /hould  refolveto  execute  the  order, 
"  ht  would  inftantly  give  up  his  ftation  ^nd  the  fervice."  He 
fuppofed . it  would  ^e  a oueAion  in  the, jCpun,cjil,  whether  the. 
order  of , the  Directors  mould  be  'executed  or.f  not ;  and  he 
fairly  apprifed  them  of  his  own  refolqtion( to  oppole  it.'  For 
his  own  part*  he  was  perfuaded  that  he  would  hazard  his  life 
rather  than, fubmit. to  carry  the  order  into  execution  himielf. 

'    Yety  if  ever  .there  was  a.  cafe  .that  called,  upop  the  national 
•§r      *  honour  and  humanity  for  juftice  and, protection,  afluredly  it 
was  that  of:  the  Rajab  of  Benares. . 

The  next  claufe  wasumaterial  indeed*  The  well-being,  if 
not  the  exiftenee,  of  the.  natives  of  all  our  Eaftern  dominions, 
depended -on  a  firm  eftabliflimentof  that  principle  of  taxation 
which  appealed  to  be  the  object  of -the  claufe.     Ever  fince 

.  he  hid  known  any  thing  pf .  the  fubjeS,  or  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity ofbfferifyr,  an  opinion  about,  it*  it  had  been  the  labour 
and  eflbrt  of  hiilife  to  inepjeafce  and  eftablilh  the?  truth  of  this 
pronpfitionfr-that  the  tribute,  rent*,  fer  vice,  or  payment  to  be 
*  paid' by  the  feveral  landholders,,  of  whatever  denomination, 
fKould  be  fixediind  unalteyahle.  The  profefled  objeift  of  this 
claufe  was  the  real  object,, and  refult  of  every  conclufion',  tha$ 
His  underbidding  wascapable  of  deducing  from  experience  and 
reflection.  The  means  taken,  to  accomplish  it  were  the 
very  worfl  that  could  be  thought  of.  After  twenty  year? 
pofleflion  of  the  Dewanny,  after  twenty  years  collection  of 
the  revenues,  the  fixation  of  the  rents  was  ftill  to  he  a  quef- 
tion  for.  future  inveffigation.-r-Good  God> !  were  thefe  inqui- 
sitions into  the  property  of  bur  Indian.  fubje&*--were  thefe 

!M\  v  *  aoth'SJSarch,  17S5*   - 
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Scrutinies  into  the  value  of  their  eftates,  never  to  have  an  end ! 
Were  the  native*  of  Ihilia  nev6r  to  have  a  quietus  under  ait 
Englilh  government ! — Iri  the  year  1784.  we  order  the  Go-  ' 
veraments  abroad  to  devife  tych  methods  as  Khould  to  them  *" 
feetri  moil  fitting  and  convenient  to  eftabliflt  a  fixeij  and  utt-'  ' 
alterable  tribute!  The  language  held  by  the  Dire&ors,  feven 
years  ago,  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  was  wifer  and  more  humane  ■ 
than  ours,,  and  ought  to  be  a  lefibn  to  us»     Ip  July,  1777^  ' 
.  fpeaking  of  a  new  mode  of  inquffttion  propofed  and  eflabliihed 
by  Mr.  Haftings,  theV  faid,  *«  In  theprefent  ftate  of  thebufi-  * 
"  nefs,  oqr  furprife  and  concern  were  grdat,  on  finding,  by  * 
"  our  Governor  General  rtiinute  of 'the'firft  of  November, 
"  1776,  that,  after  more  than  feven  years  iqveftigation,  in-  » 
"formation  is  ftill  fo  incomplete,  as  to  render  another  iimo- 
"  vation,'.  ftill  more  Extraordinary  than  any  of  the  former, 
"  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  formation  of  a  new  fettfement.*  : 

But  the  prcfent  courfe,  it  Teems,  was  taken,  in  order  to 
prevent  atoy  corrupt  or  oppreffive  pra&ices.— The  Cqurt  of  • 
Directors,  he  faid,  were  in  poffeffion  of  annual  acounts  of 
-the  revenues  of  Bengal  fincc  the  year  1766.     They  had  an 
aqcount  before  them  of  the  demand,  receipt,  and  balance  of 
every  refpe&ivc  year.     In  (hort,  they  poffeiled  every  poffible  * 
light  and  information  on  the  fubje£l  which  the  Government  - 
of  Bengal  ought  to  look  for,  or  would  be  able  to  obtain. 
They  might  take  the  collections  of  any  one  year  for  a  ftan- 
vdard,  or,  what  was  much  better,  they  might  take  an  average 
of  the  «611edtibns  of  feveral  years,  and  determine  at  once, 
and  forever,  what  all  the  principal  diftrifts  fhould  invariably  > 
pay.    Perhaps  it  might  be  neceffary,  though  he  did  not  think 
it  would,  to  leave  fome  parts  of  the  minuter  diftribution  to 
the  power*  upon  the  fj>6t.    The  lefs  was  left  to  it  the  better. : 
The  only  danger  of  thfe  mode  he  propped,  or  of  any  fixation 
that. could  be  proppfefl,  was  this, — that,  take  what  period 
or  what  average-  we  would,  confidering  the  daily  and  rapid; 
decline  of  the  country,  the  amount  of  revenue,   fo  taken, 
wodldprove  too  mtich. '  The  ftate  of  the  country,  and  of  the* 
people^  called  as  loudly  for  abatement,  as  the  neceffities  of 
the  Company  called  fot  iricreafe  of  revenue.    .•    - 

This  was  the  true  way  to  prevent  corrupt  or  oppreffive 
praftices.  If  we  referred  it  to  the  fervants  abroad,  to  devife 
the  methods,  and  then  to  tranfmit  their  proceedings  and  de-* 
terminations,  tp  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  for  their  final  orders 
and  direftions :— in  the'firft  place,  the  delay  of  itferf  would 
be  a.  new,  6r,J  father,'  i  cibhtlhued  a&  of  pppreAon  to  the 

natives; 
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natives ;  bui  what  was  much  worfb,  oar  meafures  were  oppo- 
fed  to  our  experience :— we  unneceffarily  give  powers,  which 
we  know,  or  ought  to  know,  havs,  bee,n  <y>nftantly  abufed* 
One  example,  if  there  were  00  other,  ought  to  deter  us  from 
replacing  a  fimilar  truft  in  fitailar  hauls'.  He  had  a  right  to 
affert,  though  not  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  the  five* 
years  fettlement  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  made  in  the  year 
1772,  was  fold  by  the  Committee  of  Circuit.  The  faft 
was  notorious  in  India  ;  but  it  was  on  the  authority  of  the 
Conrt  of  Directors  that  he  affirmed  it  to  be  true.  In  their 
letter  of  the  4th  of  March,  1 778,  they  ordered  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  forthwith  to  commence  a  profe- 
cution  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  againft  the  per- 
fons  who  compofed  the  Committee  of  Circuit,  or  their  rc- 
prefentatives*. 

He  did  not  doubt  that  the  fabfequent  claufe,  for  fecuring 
the  penfions  allotted  to  fpme  of  the  zemindars  in  lieu  of 
their  lands,  was  drawn  up  with  a  benevolent  intention^  but 
he  believed  the  fad  it  referred  to  was  mifunderftood.  The 
fifft  and  leading  effort  of  national  juftice  fhould  be  to  rein- 
ftate  the  proprietors,  of  overy  denomination,  in  the  poflef- 
lion  of  their  property.  The  very  meafure,  that  forced  thefc 
penfions  on  the  zemindars,  was  an  a&  of  the  moft  defpotic 
oppreflion.  The  rents  demanded  of  thf  m,  for  this  very  pur- 
pofe,  were  fo  high,  that,*  rather  than  be  anfwerable  for  fums 
which  they  knew  their  lands  could  not  afford,  they  accepted 
of  penfions,  and  furrendered  the  poffeflion  and  management 
of  their,  eft  a  tes  to  ftrangcrs,  to  farmers,  to  adventurers,  to  the 
banyans  of  the  Prefident  and  Council  of.  Fort  William.  Is 
it  otherwife  to  be  believed,  that  any  man  in  his  fenfes  would 
give  up  his  landed  eftate  for  a  penfion,  to  be  held  at  the  plea- 
sure of  an  arbitrary  Government  ? — Do  juftice  to  thefe  peo- 
ple, and  there  will  he  no  foundation  for  this  claufe. 

It  was  proper  and  neceffary  that  the  Court  of  Directors, 
fhould  be  reftrained  from  fending  any  new  fervaot,  civil  or 
military,  to  India,  unfit  the  eftabli  foments  were  fixed  ;  and, 
when  they  were  fixed,  it  was  equally  prpper  that  the  Direc- 
tors fhould  be  reftrained  from  fending  out  writers,  cadets,  or 
others,  -beyond  the  number  neceffary  to  fill  up  vacancies  as 
they  happened.     The  fervice,  he.  declared,  was  overloaded 

*  This  letter  is  figned  by  the  prefent  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chair- 
man of  the  Court  of  Piicftors,  Mr,  Smitji  and  Mr.  Deraynes. 

'""./*'     With 
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„    with  ufelefs  fervants ;  they  were  a  harden  to  the  Govern-  - 
ment,  and  they  conftituted  a  tax  of  the  worft  fort  upon  the 
country. 

There  did  not  feem  to  be  occafioo  for  a  law  to  confirm  an 
cxifting  rule  of  the  Company's  fervice.  It  was,  and  always 
had  been  eftablifhed,  that  promotions  fhould  be  made  accor-  x 
ding  to  feniority.  The  latitude  gjven  in  the  exception  was 
perfectly  unnecefiary,  as  well  as  incorreftly  worded  f  The  , 
Governments  abroad  were  ready  enough  to  find  urgent  occa- 
fion  to  deviate  from  the  general  rule.  The  vote  in  Council 
was  the  very  ad  of  deviation,  not  the  medium  through  which 
they  faw  caufe  for  it.  % 

The  next  claufe  might  properly  be  combined  with  another, 
which  flood  at  a  diftance  from  it ;  he  meaot  to  confider  the 
fixty-feventh  and  eighty-ninth  claufes  together.  By  the 
*  former,  no  perfon,  beyoi\d  a  certain  age,  was  to  be  lent  to 
India  as  a  cadet  or  writer ;  but  no  reaton  for  the  limitation 
.  was  aligned.  .  By  the  latter,  no  perfon  whatfoever,  who 
fhould  have  been  employed,  in  any  capacity  whatfoever,  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  fhould  be  capable  of  being  appointed  to  any 
ftation  or  office  .in  India,  after  he,  having  returned  to  this 
kingdom,  fhould  have  refided  at  home  a  certain  time,  ynlefs 
.  it  could  be  proved  that  fuch  refidence  was  neceflary  forrhis 
health  ;  fo  that  the  worft  man  in  the  fervice  was  capable  of 
being  reinftated,  provided  he  reiigned  on  account  of  his 
health;  whereas  an  able  and  meritorious  fervant,  who  might 
have  been  obliged  to  come  to  England,  and  to  refide  tHere 
Jonger  than  the  limited  period,  for  the  moft  urgent  and  : jus- 
tifiable reafons,  though  not  for  ill  health,  was  utterly  prohi- 
bited from  returning  to  a  fervice,  to  which  he  mighthave  de- 
voted his  life,  and  for  which  he  might  have  reiinquifhed  all 
other  profpe£U  and  purfuits.  He  faw  no  reafon  for  the  dif- 
tinftion.  There  Was*  no  pofitive  merit  in  ficknefs,  though  it 
had  a  natural  claim  to  indulgence.  ,  One  would  think  that 
the  executive  power  of  the  Company,  if  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors'were  equal  to  any  of  their  duties,  might  fafely  he  trufted 
with  fuch  details  as  thefe.  It  was  not  an  objeft  that  appa-r  ; 
Tently  required  the. inter pofition  of  the  Legiflature ':  bur,  if  „ 
it  did,  the  proper  and  ufeful  regulation  would  be,  not  ajrfo-  ' 

f  The  terms  of  the  exception  are,  "  unlefs  any  of  the  faid  Govern- 
"  ments  aud  Prefidencies  (hall,  on  any  very  urgent  occafion,  by  a  vote 
"  in  Council,  fee  caufe  to  deviate  from  the  faid  general  rule." 

lutely 
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r/. ^td^\|o |m4iU>it» iblyn^cc*  from  returning  to  the  fervice.  6ut 

to  prevent  their  gaining  ranlc  in '.their  abfence  OveYthdfei  Who 

.continued  }o  do  their  duty  on  the  fpot.    Whoever  ftayed'in 

*  Englindf  beyond'' the.  Hipit  of  a  reafonabte  leave  of  abfence, 
(hould  return  precifely.tp  the  rank  he  held  wheft  he  left  India. 
.   Taking  the  operation,  of  the  two  claufes  together,  the  re- 

!   fult  feemed  to  be,  that,  in  the  firft  iriftance,   no  ban,    who 

fliould  h*vc  acquired  kpqwledge  or  experience  in  England, 

,  fhoutf  be  permitted  to  go  to  Jndia  j  and  that  no  man,   who 

;.  ^Igbt  iiaye  acquired*  knowledge  and  experience  in  India, 

Ihould  be  permitted  to  return,  linlcfs  his  faculties  had  been 

fnfficiently  impaired  by  his  infirmities,  to  qualify  him  for  re- 

!   fupingthe  ^uties  of  bis.ftation.    The  favourite  idea  feemed 

,  fo  be,  that  youth  and  inexperience  Ihould  govern 'Bengal. 

c    An  old  njaxim  of  policy  attached  experience  to  years,'  and 

;    wifdpin  \?  expedience  ;  and  though  he  knew  there  was  a  bril- 

u  Uant  e^ceppon  to  this  rqaxim,  he  wifhed.it  to  be1  left  wliere 

,.  it  f{opd^r7a,brilUant  exception  to. a  general*  principle;  .'£nd 

Wff  that  the  exception  thbuld  be  converted  into  *  tule. 
, .  ,  Nothing  c;aa  be  objected  to  the  principle  arid ,  tturpofef  of 
h,  Jthat  claufc^  wliich  makes  all  offences  committed  by  Britifh 
(  fubjedts  jn  every  other  part  of  India,  or  under  pretence  of  the 
I,  order  of  any  native  protected  Prince,1  Amenable  to  the4  fame 
t  .iaw^anij.  liable,  to  the  fame  penalties,  as  if  they  bad  been 

*  jcommijtted.wthm^he  territories  di^eftly  fubjeft  tothfe  $ri- 
IJl  tiJh  Govei^ment.    At  the  ianhe  time,  there  woifld  be  a  legal 

*  difficulty  in  the' proceeding,  whicb Tgentlemen  of  the  bro- 

*  feflion  wopld  do  well  to  confider.    Trie  brocefs  of  odr  courts 
.ofjuftice  does  not  run  beyorid  the  limits  of  ourown'pro- 

.  ' '  yinces ;  fo  that,  although  the  party  accufed  may  be  to  your 
*"pOwef>  the  witneffes  neceflary  to  convict  or  acqtfit  iiim 
"  '  cannot,  in  any  regular  cqurfe  of  proceeding,  be  compelled  to 
2  .appear.  If  this  difficulty  be  not  provided1  for,  there'edn  be 
no  trial  of  the  offences  in  queftion . 

"  Oni  tlie  lubjecV  oiT  prelents,  his  opinion,  perhaps,  might 
bethought:  particular^  Forms  and  appearance*,  he4 knew, 
were  againft  it.  Undoubtedly  the  Governor' General  'and 
Council,,  the  Judges,  and  any  others  who  have  great  6ftab~ 
lifhed  fafaries,  Ihould  derive  no  other ! advantage  from  tfheir 
ftation^  \Vjth  refpe£fc.{<rttem,  the  prohibition  of  prefents 
/" .  was  proper;  but  tf  ougfet  to  be  coVnpletef.  ]  Hfc ■  t6\X\& affure 
tbe.Houfej  that  t1>e*|xce^tion  ih  faVpur  bf  prfferits'oT  cere- 
iv  on  folemnoccafions,  war  fSfchde'd  6n  Idefo  itfhich  he 
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knew  to  be  fallacious.    The  acceptance  of  ceremonial  pre- 
fents  was  no  way'neceflary  for  fupporting  the  dignity  of  men 
in  power,  nor  had  the  refafai  of  them  ever  giv^n  offence. 
General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monfon,  and  himfelf  conftantly 
refufed  them.     They  told  the  natives,  it  was  againft  the 
law  of  England,  the  very  law  by  which  they  were  appointed, 
and  they  were  fatisfied.      Mr.  Haftings  declared,  that  he 
fliould  continue  to  receive  nuzzers,  and  carry  them  to  the 
Company's  account.    Our  other  honourable  colleague*  who 
was  now  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  entirely  approved  of  the 
honourable  Prefldent's  condu&  in  the  receipt  of  complimen- 
tary nuzzers :  but  he  did  not  equally  approve  of  accounting 
for  them  to  the  Company.    His  words  were;  c<  I  might  here 
"  make  a  tender  to  the  Public  of  the  trivial  nuzzers,  to  the 
"  acceptance  of  which  my  ftation  has  impelled  me.    But 
"  what  is  proper  for  the  Governor  General,  would  in  me,  I 
"  apprehend,  appear  rather  in  the  light  of  a  confequential, 
"  insignificant  difplay  of  rigidnefs   in  excefs  I"      In  Mr, 
Haftings's  letters  they  had  teen  fome  fplendid  examples  of 
the  fublime.    The  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  words  he 
had  juft  repeated,  fucceeded  better  in  the  profound.     It  was 
his  forte.    Thofe  trivial  prefents  accumulated  very.  faft.     If 
he  had  laid  himfelf  out  for  the  receipt  of  them,  he  had  no 
doubt,  that  while  he  was  in  Bengal  he  might  have  realifed 
eight  or  nine  thonfand  pounds  from  this  petty  fource  of  profit. 
To  men  in  high  ftations.,  the  prohibition  fhould  be  abfolute. 
In  all  ftatioris,  it  fliould  be  highly  penal  to  receive  roonfey 
for  corrupt  purpofes,  or  to  extort  it.     In  the  ordinary  trans- 
action of  bufinefs,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  prefents 
wefe  not  dangerous,  and  he  knew  that  they  were  ufeful. 
The  government  of  Bengal,  through  all  its  gradations,  was 
a  government  of  favour,  not  of  juftice.  Nothing  would  ever 
be  done  for  the  natives,  if  they  did  not  gratify  the  perfons 
who  forwarded  there  affairs.     Whenever  there  -fliould  be  a 
government  of  ftricSt  juftice   in  Bengal,   and  whenever  pro- 
vifion  fliould  be  made  for  the  various  offices  under  it,  pro- 
portioned to  their  refpe&ive  rank  and  power,  prefents  might 
be  totally  abolifhed.     Till  then,  they  neither  can  nor  ought 
to  do  it — till  then,  the  oaths  prefcribed  to  the  colle&ors  of 
the  revenue  would  bind  none  but  men  of  honour.     Men  of  a 
different  character  would  either  totally  difregard  the  pro- 
hibition, or  fatisfy  their  fcruples,  if  they  had  any,  by  ac- 
commodating the  exception  to  all  cafes,  or  all  cafes  to  the 
exception.    For  the  purpofe  of  receiving  prefents  of  cere- 
mony, all  occafions  would  be  found  fufficiently  folemn. 
Vol.  XVI.  *  K  ;  By 
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By  the  fifty-ninth  claufe,  the  "whole  gift  of  prefer*  was  to 
be  forfeited  to  the  King:  by  the  feventieth,  the  court  of 
juftice  might  order  the  gift  to  be  reftored  to  the  party  who 
gave  it.  Gould  the  fame  pfcefent,  fuppofing  it  were  a  dia- 
mond, be  forfeited  to  the  Crown  and  reftored  to  the  owner; 
ot  was  k  meant  that  the  offender  fliould  forfeit  double  the 
value  in  every  iitftaiic*  £— The  two  claufes  feemed  to  hiin  to 
contTadfft  one  another. 

The  feventy  firft,  Mr*  Francis  (aid,  made  an  exception  in 
feivour  of  counfellots  at  Jaw^  phyficians,  furgeoos,  or  chap- 
lains ;  but  it  took  no  aefcice  of  attornies,  who  were  much 
more  in  the  receipt  of  fees  than  any  of  the  others. 

With  reipeft  to  the  wilful  difobeying,  or  the  wilfully 
omitting  to  execute  the  Company's  orders,  if  there  were  no 
material  inft&ncce.  of  the  disobedience  aUuded  to*  the  law 
that  propofed  tp  punilh -it.  hereafter  was  fuperfluc»s  and 
unjuft.  The  Legiflature  iriteHpofed  before  it  watt  calied 
.  upon  :— -it  fuppofed  offences,  which  were  not  ftated,  aad,  by 
foppofing  them  to  exift  generally,  it  confounded  the  inno- 
cent with  the  guilty.  If  they  did  exift  to  a  degree  that 
\  warranted  and  demanded  the  interposition  of  the  Legiflatnre, 
they  ifougbt  to  be.  punitihod  as  well  as  forbidden ;  at  lead:  the 
©fenders  dught  to  be  reomsed  from  their  places.  When  the 
bwS;ptobihMJed^i^nefiat^'andperfe<&  impunity  encouraged 
on  the  othetvwasrt  reafbnaWeto*xipe&  that  the  prohibition  ' 
ihoold  be  regarded  ?— The  minds  of  men  would  be  determin- 
ed by  what  we  do,  not;  by  what*  We  fay ;  and  the  mom  we 
threaten,  tine  more  we  hull  be  defpifed. 

The  two  ne*t  daefes  gave  a  *noft  exorbitant  and  formi- 
dable power  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  and  so 
the  fubordinate  Prefideftcks ;  revbn  to  Benceolen  I— All  yer- 
ions  fufpefled  of  carrying  on  any  illicit  commerce  or  -oor- 
refpondence  with  arty  body,  might  be  feiaed,  imprifonod,  .and 
-detained  in  cuftody  by  the  Governor's  wartrant,  until  the 
.Governor  and  Council  ftould  think  fit  to  bring  then*  to 
trial,  .«r  fend  them  to  England.  No  fa£t  was  ftafced,  or  even 
alluded  to,  that  might  *eq dire  the  delegation  of  io  dangerous 
a  truft.  dHe  declared,  that  while  he  was  in  India,  there 
never  wag  anlnftance  fitltobe  named  as  the  fbundatioh  of 
fuch  a  law  *s  this ;  nor  bad  he  heard  of  any  fine*.  Corre- 
fpondeoce  <wkh  the  'enemies  of  the  State  was  high  fcreafoa, 
.  and  treafon  might  be  pmiifhdd  without  a  new  law.  Bmt  <what 
was  meant  bty  illicit  commerce?  What  tranfacYion  was  there 
.  in  life  which  an  arbitrary  Government  might  not  interpret 
into  an  illicit .  commerce  ?  Was  it  raeaqt  to  deny  the  .parties 
x  ...  the 


,  A.  1.784.  DEBATER  *$y 

!  the  benefit  of*  the  Habeas  Corpus^  or  to  leave  to  the  difcj* tfon 
1  of  the  Governor  and  Council  at  what  time  the  party  ihould 
1  be  tried,  ox;  to  their  option  whether  he  ihould  be  tried  on 
1  the  fpot,  or  font  a  prifoner  to  England  ?  He  knew  perfe&ly 
well  what  was  meant.1  The  liherty  of  every  individual  in 
•  India  was  to  be  held  at  the  mercy  of  the  Governor  General. 
The  claufe  had  no  real  obje£t,  but  to  increafe  his  perfonal 
1  power,  and  to  make  it  irrefiftible. 

He  had  now  gone  through  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  bill. 
1  Before  he  proceeded  to  the  third,  he  had.  an  appeal  to  make 
to  the  honour  and  to  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe.    It  was  of  a 
1  nature  fo  perfonal,  that  it  would  probably  excite  their  cu- 
riofity  y  but  it  was  alfo  conne&ed  with  the  public  fervice. 
It  had  a  natural  and  a  neceflary  relation  to  the  general 
object  of  the  prefent  bill,  and  therefore  deferved  their  at- 
tention.   It  concerned  the  fervice  of  the  Public  in  future, 
that  the  character  of  men,  who  had  faithfully  and  honour- 
ably difcharged  the  duties  of  a  high  ftation,  (hpuld  be  pro- 
tc&6d  from  reproach.    The  infults  offered  to  the  memory 
of  fuch  men,  contributed  to  deter  Qthers  from  following 
their  example,    were  injurious, to    the  community,    and 
ought  to  be  refented  with  univerfal  indignation.    It  was 
not  of  himfelf.  be  fpoke  ; — that  fpirit  of  preemption  did 
not  belong  to  him.    He  was  proud  of  the  fortune,  that 
connected  his  name  and  united  his.  labours  with  thofe  of 
Clavering  and  Monfon,  and  it  was  all  the  diftin&ion  he 
pretended  to. 

When  he  fought  to  obtain  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, it  was  not  merely  for  the  honour  of  fitting  there, 
nor  for  any  delight  he  took  in  the  debates.  With  refpe£fc 
to  India  affairs,  his  fir  ft  view  was,  not  to  ferve  England  or 
the  India  Company,  but  the  natives  pf  India,  if  he  could. 
To  them  he  was  bound  by  every  obligation  of  juftice,  grati- 
tude, and  comp^fEon.  From  them  .he  received  the  falary, 
which  gave  him  a  fortune.  But,  even  if  the  fervice  of  Eng- 
land, had  been  his  only  objeft*  this,  is  the  courfe  he  ihould 
have  taken  to  purfue  it.  "  I  will  not,"  fays  Mr.  Francis, 
€c  appeal  to  your  virtues,  or  fuppofe  that  you  have  any.  If 
"  you  have  common  fenfe,  if,  as  interefted  men,  yon 
*«  underftand  your  own  intereft,  you  will  treat  the  crea- 
"  tures  fubjec*  to  your  power  with  lenity  and  juftice. 
€C  If  wealth  be  your  objeft,  you  will  proteft  the  induftry, 
"  you  will.nurfe  and  cherifh  the  eil^te;  by  which  you  expefifc 
«'  to  be  enriched.9.1 

*  It  2  His 
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His  fecond  reafon  for  obtaining  a  feat  in  Parliament 
was  to  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  his  own  condu&, 
if  it  fhould  be  queftioned,  or  defending  it,  if  it  fhould  be 
attacked.  The  laft,  and  not  the  leaft  urgent  reafon  was, 
that  he  might  be  ready  to  defend  the  chara&er  of  his  col- 
leagues, not  againft  fpecific  charges ;  which  he  was  fure 
would  never  /be  produced, '  but  againft  the  language  of 
calumny,  which  endeavoured  to  alperfe,  without  daring 
to  accufe.  It  was  well  known  that  a  grofs  and  public  infult 
had  been  offered  to  the  memory  of  General  Clavering  and 
Colonel  Monfori,  by  a  perfon  of  high  rank  in  this  country. 
He  was  happy  when  he  heard,  that  his  namfe  was  included 
in  it  with  theirs.  So  highly  did  he  refped  the  charade: 
of  thofe  men,  that  he  deemed  it  an  honour  to  (hare  in  the 
injuftice  it  had  fuffered,— It  was  in  compliance  with  the 
forms  of  the  Houfc,  and  not  to  fhelter  himfelf,  or  out  of 
tendernefs  to  the  party,  that  he  forbore  to  name  him.  He 
meant  to  defcribe  him  fo  exa&ly,  that  he  could  not  be 
miftaken.  He  declared  in  his  place  in  a  great  affembly,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  a  grave  deliberation,  €€  that  it  would  have 
«c  been  happy  for  this  country,  if  General  Clavering, 
"  Colonel  Monfon,  and  Mr.  Francis,  had  been  drowned 
€*  in  their  paffage  to  India."— If  this  poor  and  fpiteful 
inve&ive  had  been  uttered  by  a  man  of  no  confequence  or 
repute,  by  any  light,  trifling,  inconiiderate  perfon,  by  1 
Lord  of  the  Bedchamber,  for  example,  or  any  of  the 
other  filken  Barons  of  modern. days,  he  {hould  have  heart 
it  with  indifference.  But  when  it  was  ferioufly  urged  and 
deliberately  infifted  on  by  a  grave  Lord  of  Parliament— 
by  a  Judge, — by  a  man  of  ability  and  eminence  in  his  pro- 
feflion,  whofe  perfonal  difpofi  tion  was  ferious,  who  carried 
gravity  to  fternefs,  and  fternefs  to  ferocity,  It  could  not 
be  received  with  indifference,  or  anfwered  without  refent- 
.  ment.  Such  a  man  would  be  thought  to  have  inquired 
before  he  pronounced.  From  his  mouth,  a  reproach  was 
si  fentence,  an  inveAive  was  a  judgement — The  accidents 
of  life,  and  not  any  original  diftinftion  that  he  knew  of, 
had  placed  him  too  high,  and  himfelf  at  too  great  a  diftancc 
from  him,  to  admit  of  any  other  anfwer  than  a  public  de- 
fiance, for  General  Clavering,  for  Colonel  Monfon,  and 
for  himfelf.  This  was  not  a  party  queftion,  nor  ihould  it 
be  left  to  fo  feeble  an  advocate  as  he  was  to  fupport  it.— 
The  friends  and  fellow  foldiers  of  General  Clavering  and 
Colonel  Monfon  would  affift  \)im  in  defending  their   me« 

morfi 
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mory. ,  He  demanded  and  expe&ed  the  fupport  of  every 
man  of  honour  in  that  Houfe,  and  in  the  kingdom.  What 
chara&er  was  fafe,  if  flander  was  permitted  to  attack  the 
reputation  of  two  of  the  mod  honourable  and  virtuous  men 
that  ever  were  employed,  or  ever  periflied  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country  ? — He  knew  thfrt  the  authority  of  this  man 
was  not  without  weight  j  but  he  had  an  infinitely  higher 
authority  to  oppofe  to  it.  He  had  the  happinefs  of  hear* 
ing  the  merits  of  General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monfon 
acknowledged  and  applauded  in  terms,  to  which  he  was 
not!  at  liberty  to  do  more  than  to  allude.  They  were  rapid 
and  expreflive.  He  muft  not  venture  to  repeat,  left  he' 
fhould  do  them  injuftice,  or  violate  the  forms  of  refpedl, 
where  effentially  he  owed  and  felt  the  mofL  But  he  was 
fufficiently  underftood.  The  generous  fenfations,  that 
animate  the  Royal  mind,  were  eafily  diftinguifhed  from 
thofe,  which  rankled  in  the  heart  of  that  perfon,  who  was 
fuppofed  to  be  the  keeper  of  the  Royal  confcience. 

The  third  divifion  of  the  bill  included  the  inftitution 
of  a  new  court  of  judicature,  avowedly  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  the  criminal  jurifprudence  of  this  country, 
and  of  which  there  was  no  example  but  the  Star  Chamber, 
in  the  hiftbry  of  England  —  His  furprife  and  disappoint- 
ment, when  he  heard  this  part  of  the  bill  recommended 
and  infilled  on  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  were 
not  to  be  exprened.  Yet  he  might  have  been  in  fome 
.degree  prepared  for  the  event  —  This  was  not  the  firft  in- 
dance  in  which  he  had  obierved  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  never  more  urgent,  was  never  more  elo- 
quent in  eftablifhing  the  truth  of  a  general  proportion, 
or  in  exalting  the  virtues  of  a  general  principle,  than  at 
the  moment  he  was  going  to  introduce  an  exception  to  it. 
No  man,  who  heard  him,  could  have  forgotten,  howearneft- 
ly  arid  how  vehemently  he  recommended  it  to  the  Houfe, 
not  to  let  their  anxiety  for  the  better  government  of  India, 
however  laudable,  engage  them  to  do  any  thing  inconfiftent 
with  the  fecurity  of  their  own  domeftic  eftablifhment,  or 
that  might  direftly  or  indirettly  intrench  on  their  own 
conftitution.  —  From  this  general  caution,  he  proceeded 
to  a  warm  and  animated  panegyric  of  the  trial  by  jury  — • 
He  declared  moft  folemnly,  that  he  thought  he  was  going 
to  new  model  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at  Cal- 
cutta, and  to  reftore  the  Britifh  fubje&s  in  India  to  their 
birthright,  of  which  they  were  deprived  by  the  charter  of 
that  court,  for  no  good  purpofe  that  he  co\ild  difcover,  but 

certainly 
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certainty  without  aiiy  good  effefh    When  the  fight  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had   thus  eftabtiflied    his  premafe% 
by  an  appeal  to  constitutional  topics*  which  always  gain 
upon  an  Englifli  audience,  be  turned  fhort  to  a  conchifioi*} 
which,  Mr.  Francis  imagined*  muft  have  difappointed  and 
aftoniflied  every  man,  who  was  not  immediately  in  the  fc*» 
cret  -*- Ci  That  the  beft  genetal  rules  were  fubje£t  to  cx- 
«  ceptiona,  that  neceffity  created  a  law  of  its  own,  and 
"  that  fuch  a  neceffity  exifted  at  prefent  —  That  the  pw- 
"  nifliment  of  Indian  delinquents  could  not  be  obtained  by 
"  proceedings  in  Parliament,  nor  by  profecution  in  the 
"  courts  of  common  law ;  of  courfe  there  was  no  alterna- 
te tive,  but  to  create  a  fpeoial  judicature,  with  fummary 
46  proceedings,  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury^ 
"  for  the  trial  of  offences  committed  in  Indian 

In  the  firft  place,  he  denied  the  fuppofition  on  which 
the  inference  was  founded  —  He  had  no  doubt  that  de- 
linquency of  every  kind  might  be  effectually  triecl'  and  pu» 
niflied  by  the.  judicatures  that  eaift.    But  if  he  thought 
otherwrfe,  if  he  were  perfectly  convinced,  that  Indian  de*- 
linquents  could  no  way  be  punHhed  but  by  a  violent  in- 
novation in  the  criminal  law  of  the  kingdom,  he  would  not 
purchafe  their  punifhment  at  fo  ruinons  an  expence— He? 
would  not*  for  the  fake  of  that  object,  though  he  thought 
it  impprftuit,  content  to  a  breach  of  any  kind  in  the  prin- 
cipal barrier  of  the  freedom  of  England  — r  When  the  pre* 
cedent  was  eftabliflied,  he  knew  not  what  farther  innoT 
vations. might  be  gradually  grafted  upon  it,  or  how  rapidly 
it  might  advance  to  the  deftrudion  of  thofe  principles, 
which  it  began  with  invading, .  We  were  not,  yet,  howT 
ever,  reduced  to  that  consideration  —  Let  us,  he  faid,  try, 
whether,  in  effect,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  war- 
ranted ,in  affirming,  that  there  is  no  alternative  —  If  there 
was,  the  principles  we  both  ptofefs  obliged  him  to  prefer 
it.    He  was.  but  little  of  a  lawyer,  and  was  very  defirous 
to  be  anftru&ed.    If  h*  fliould  be  miftaken  in  his  facts, 
fome  of  the  learned  gentkmen  oppofite  to  him  would  have 
the  goodnefs  to  correct  him. 

(Supposing  it  to  be  admitted,  *hat  taking-  the  law  as  it 
siow  ftood,  the  formality  of  pleading,  and  the  difficulty  of 
*fcertaining,  according  to  the  ftri&  rules  of  evidence,  fads 
which  have  arifen  beyond :  the  fea,  were  fuch,  .as  wouty 
create  a  failure  of  juftice,  it  did  not  foUow,  that  it  was  at 
til  ooceflary  to  deprive  perfons  ace  rife d  of  offences  ia 
India,  of  trial  by  jury  —The  Court  of  King'*  Beoc^-W 
r  '•    *  -  already 
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already  the  fbwer  of  trying  tnifdeineanoTs  committed  in 
India,  Haider  the  :13th  of  George  III.  cap.  63.  with  the 
afiiftsncc  of.  a  jury.  *  If  the  forms  of  pleading,  and.  the 
rules  of  -evidence  flood  in  the  way  of  juftice,  let  the  law- 
be  altered : '  with  refpeft  to  fpecial  pleading  and  evidence, 
let  the  icing's  Bench  be  governed  by  the  fame  rules  that  are 
laid  <dowu  to  govern  the  pra&ice  of  this  new  court  j  and  then 
k  would  be  as  competent ,  as  this  can  be,  to  take  cognizance 
of,  arvdpunifh  *ofience6  committed  in  India;  and  (till  the 
party  aocufed  would,  in  every  inftanoe,  have  the  privilege 
of  being  tried  by  his  peers.  When  the  act  of  17 74  was 
made,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  ateer  the  hw  with  re- 
gard to  evidence:'  and  it  was  accordingly  enacted,  that  de- 
positions taken  under  a  cottimiffion  in  India,  •  fhould  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  in  the  King's  Bench  *,  but  trial  by  jury 
'  ftill  remained.  The  Legislature  did  nothing  to  affect  that 
mode  of  trial.  Before  that  a&,  a  mifdemeanor  committed 
rn  India  could  not  have  been  tried  upon  an  Information  in 
the  King's  Bench,  fo  that  here  was  a  new  jurifdiftion  given  to 
that  Court ;  its  jurifHiction  was  at  leaft  extended  to  offences 
in  India,  which  •were  before  not  cognizable  in  that  Court, 
either  by  Information  or  Indictment.  At  common  law, 
«re£rfons<x>nttmtted  out  of  tiie  realm  were  not  puniftiabie  in 
England.  To  remedy  this  defect,  various  acts  were  made  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. :  but  even  in  the  arbitrary  reign 
of  *hat  monarch,- no  attempt  was  made  to  deprive  the  fubjeft 
of  trial  by  jury.  At  common  law,  murders  committed  in 
■foreign  pam  could  w>t  be  inquired  wvto  in  England  ;  but  by 
the  33d  Henry  VIII.  cap.  23.  they  might  be  inquired  of,  and 
tried  by  the  King's  fpecial  comitwflioii  in  England.  By  that 
-act  a  new  tribunal  w-aSeref&ed;  but  ft  ill  no  attempt  was 
•made  to  abolifh  trial  by  jury.  Even  in  that  comrniffion 
icourt,  the  party  had  the  privilege  of  being  tried  by  his  Peers* 
If  it  were  true*  that  a  new  fpectes-of  criminality  made  a  new 
•courfeof  proceeding  unavoidable,- the  ground  of  the  difti  no- 
tion muft  be  fairly  and  clearly  eftablifhed.  The  anfwer,  he 
«*pe£ted,  'muft  not  be  technical,  but  plain  enough  to  fatisfy 
^t he  undetfftandmg  of  men  who  were  not  learned.  When  the 
common  interaft  was  at  flake,  the  common  fenfe  of  the  na- 
tion fhould  becttofttfted. 

He  fhould  fay  a  «word  or  two  more  on  the  general  fituation 
3of  the  C9utftry,'and  have  done.  We  have  it  from  the  au- 
thority <of  <a  nobte  Lord  (Lard  Delaval)  or  rather  of  a  noble 
convert,  whofe  opinions-Very  property  bend  to  his  .experience, 

that 
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that,  sit  a  former  period,  he  had  oppofed  the  prefent  Admi- 
niftration,  becaufe  he  difapproved  of  the  courfes  by  which 
they  had  poffeflcd  themfclves  of  power ;— that  the  cafe  was 
now  completely  altered ;  that  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  had 
fceen  uoanimoufly  declared,  and  that  the  united  voice  of  the 
nation  could  not  be  re(ifted ; — that  the  Minifter  had  now 
come  into  power,  at  the  front  door  of  the  Houfe,  and  qq 
the  fhoulders  of  the  people.  He  did  not  mean  to  difpnte  the 
troth  of  thefe  propofitions,  much  lefs  the  propriety  of  any 
change  of  opinion  that  might  be  founded  upon  them.  Take 
the  faft  as  it  was  ftated,  and  compare  it  with  the  confequen- 
ces  which  it,  had  immediately  produced.  Wherever  fenfa- 
tion  exifted,  the  comparison  would  be  felt ;  and  if  men  were 
ftill  capable  of  reflection,  it  would  force  them  to  reflect. 
The  very  firft  aft  of  this  popular  Adminiftration,  of  a  Mi- 
nifter who  came  into  power  on  the  fhoulders  of  the  People, 
attacked  the  democracy  of  the  country,  and  annihilated  the 
firft  of  all  the  popular  powers  of  the  conftitution.  The  de- 
cifion  of  thequeftion  upon  the  Weftminfter  ele&ion,  how- 
ever it  might  be  turned,  or  in  whatever  colours  it  might  be 
dreffed,  carried  you  finally  and  inevitably  to  thiscooclufion; 
that  the  People  of  Gceat  Britain  might  be  governed  by  laws, 
to  which  they  had  not  confented,  and  might  be  taxed  by  a 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  which  they  were  not  reprefented. 
If  this  was  the  faft  of  Weftminfter  to-day,  why  not  of  Lon- 
don to-morrow, — of  Middlefex  the  next  i  On  the  face  of 
the  precedent  he  faw  nothing  to  confine  it. 

The  fecond  meaftire  of  this  popular  Adminiftration,  he  in- 
filled, attacked  the  trial  by  jury,  and  threatened  to  abolifh  it. 
Such  were  the  inftant  operations  of  that  very  power,  which 
pretended  to  be  derived  from  the  confidence  of  the  People. — 
But  if  the  People  of  England  were  not  mad  as  well  as  blind, 
If  they  had  not  loft  their  underftandiftg  as  well  as  their  feel- 
ings, they  would  loon  fee  how  unwifely  they  had  beftowed 
•their  confidence,  and  repent  of  their  delufion,  when  repent- 
ance was  too  late. . 
Mr.  Caw'.  .  Mr.  Cawthorne  rofe  to  exculpate  Lord  Delaval  from  any 
thornc.  fufpicion  of  having  been  actuated  by  any  impure  motive  in 
the  conduct  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded 
—He  faid,  he  was  perfuaded,  there  was  not  a  member  of 
that  Houfe  more  independent  in  principle,  or  who  afted  with 
a  greater  degree  of  difintereftednefs  than  the  nohje  Lord  ; 
and  he  hpld  it  to  be  but  an  a&  of  juftice  for  him  to  declare 
as  much  in  the  noble  Lord's  abfence. 

•  ■    •    •  -  Mr, 
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Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  always  liftened  to  the  ho-  Mr.  Chan- 
nourable  gentleman  with  great  attention,  who  had  opened  ccilor  i>ltt* 
the  debate,  whenever  he  rofe  to  fpeak  upon  Indian  topics, 
becaufe  undoubtedly  the  honourable  gentleman  had  it  in 
his  power  ^o  communicate  a  confiderable  degree  of  loc^l 
information  to  the  Houfe.  On  the  prefent  occafion;  he 
believed,  he  fliould  (land  without  excufe,  if  he  much  lon- 
ger prevented  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  by  attempt- 
ing to  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  through  the  wide 
and  extenfive  field  that  he  had  gone  over,  fiiice  the  Houfe, 
he  doubted  not,  would  join  with  him  in  opinion,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid  nothing  that  could  in  any 
degree  convince  them,  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  go 
into  a  Committee;  but,  on  the  contrary,  almoft  every 
thing  that  had  dropped  from  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
an  adJitional  argument  for  the  bill's  going  immediately  to 
a  Committee*— The  honourable  gentleman  had  made  a  va- 
riety of  remarks  upon  almoft  every  claufe  of  the  bill;  but 
by  far  the  greateil  number  of  thofe  remarks  were  eafy  to 
be  obviated.  With  regard  to  the  preamble  not  being  more 
(luffed  with  a  recital  of  abufes,  he  really  faw  no  reafon  for 
the  preamble  to  comprife  a  hiftory  of  all  the  abufes  that  had 
prevailed  in  India  for  thefe  twenty  years  paft,  any  more 
than  a  catalogue  of  the  names  of  thofe  perfpns  who  had 
committed  the  largeft  {hare  of  the  abufes  alluded  to.  The 
bill  was  not  a  bill  of  a  retrofpe&ive  nature,  but  a  bill 
framed  with  the  defire  of  providing  a  better  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment in,  India,  and  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  affairs 
for  the  time  to  come;  and  the  aim  of  it  had  been  to  attain 
that  end  by  two  means;  by  the  power  of  recal,  lodged  in 
a  Board  of  Control  and. Superintendence,  and  by  the  infti- 
tution  of  a  tribunal  for  the  trial  and  punifhment  of  future 
delinquents  in  India  after  their  return  to  England.  Who 
had  mod  merited  cenfure  and  punifhment  for  their  conduct 
in  India  hitherto,  and  what  the  nature  of  that  con  duel:  had 
bpen,  were  sonfiderations  totally  diitintfc  and  feparate  from 
the  principle  and  purvicu  of  the  prefent  bill,  and  might 
hereafter  come  under  difcuflion.  At  prefent  he  begged 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  bill,  which 
was  the  only  topic  before  them,  and  to  remark,  with  regard 
to  what  they  had  juft  heard,  fome  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's objections  appeared  to  arife  wholly  from  his  not 
having  properly  understood  the  nature  and  meaning  of  the 
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particular  claufes  to  which  they  had  been  applied  z  others 
were  obje&ions,  which  wduld  no  longer  exift,  after  the 
amendments  were  propofed  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
propofe  ;  and  in  anfwer  to  fuch  of  them,  as  complained  of 
claufes  being  fo  worded,  as  to  require  to  be  translated  into 
fenfe,  he  could  only  fay,  that  thofe  individual  claufes  had 
been  copied  entire  from  a  bill  that  bad  been  brought  into 
the  laft  Parliament  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppo- 
fite  to  him,  and  had  gone  through  a  ftaee  or  two  exaftly 
as  they  were,  and  without  any  perfon's  finding  out,  as  the 
honourable  genleman  had  done,  that  they  flood  in  need  of 
tranflation.  A  few  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  objec- 
tions had  arifen  from  his  having  thought  proper  to  forget 
that  they  had  already  been  anfwered  on  a  former  day;  a 

Sreat  part  of  his  fpeech,  that  which  went  upon  what  had  oeen 
:ated  to  have  been  faid  by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  in  ano- 
ther place,  in  the  laft  feffion  of  the  laft  Parliament  (and 
which  he  would  take  jipon  him  to  aflert,  was  not  a  correct 
account  of  what  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  then  faid) 
though  it  arofe  from  fentiments  which  might  very  na- 
turally be  fuppofed  to  have  been  excited  in  the  bread  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  would  not,  he  believed,  be  thought 
by  the  Houfe  in  general  to  have  any  very  near  relation  to 
the  immediate  fubje&  then  before  them  — •  He  would- not, 
however,  any  longer  delay  the  Houfe  from  going  into  a 
-  Committee,  out  would  referve  what  he  might  have  to  fay 
cpon  the  bill,  till  after  it  had  been  amended,  affuring  gen- 
tlemen, that  he  had  not  the  prefumption  to  fuppofe,that  a  bill 
Comprehending  fo  many  important  objefls  flood  any  chance 
of  coming  out  of  a  committee  in  nearly  the  fame  flate  in  which 
h  might  go  into  it.  He  had  himfelf  a  variety  of  amendments 
to  propofe,  that  would  materially  .alter  it,  and  bring  it 
much  nearer  to  the  principle  which  he  had  opened  to.  the 
Hottfe  a  few  days  fincc,  as  that  to  which  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  adapt  it ;  and  he  expe&ed,  when  in  the  Committee, 
to  receive  a  confiderable  degree  of  information  from  gen- 
tlemen of  all  fides,  whence  many  ufeful  amendments  might 
be  fele&ed ;  fo  that  upon  the  whole,  the  bill  would  re- 
ceive a  fufficient  (hare  of  improvement,  to  render  it  much 
more  generally  agreeable  than  he  feared  it  wafc  in  its  prefent 
form  and  (hape.  The  Chancellor  concluded  with  moving 
u  That  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair." 
itfr.  For.  Mr.  Fox%  in  a  fpeech  of  two  hours,  difcufled  the  principle 
of  the  bill.    He  began  with  faying,  that  he  rofe  in  the  prefent 

flage 
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ftage  to  objeft  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  becaufe  he 
found  himfelf  under  the  ncccflity  of  objecling  to  the  biU 
toto  calo— in  all  parts,  and  in  its  fundamental  principles.  He 
had  flattered  himfelf  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
fecond  and  third  propofitions— thofe  regarding  the  regula- 
tions, and  the  new  judicature  to  be  appointed  for  India, 
would  be  fc  far  conformable  to  the  opinions  which  he  held 
!>n  the  fubjeft,  that  he  would  have  been  able  -to  go  into  the 
Committee,  and  for  this  reafon  he  had  foreborne  to  fay  any 
thing  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill ;  but  now  that  the 
bill  was  printed,  and  that  he  was  able  to  examine  tjie  two 
latter  parts  as  well  as  the  firft,  he  muft  freely  and  explicitly 
declare,  that  he  objefted  to  the  whple.  He  thought  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill  the  dirett  oppofite  of  what  they  ought  to  hp 
with  regard  to  the  regulations  as  well  as  the  government.; 
and  he  could  never  confent  to  the  iaftitution  of  the  fort  of 
tribunal  Hated  in  the  bill,  without  giving  up  every  principle 
on  which  he  had  been  taught  to  approve  of  the  criminal  judi- 
cature of  England. 

As  he  objefied,  therefore,  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  the 

frefent  was  the  ftage  in  which  he  muft  deliver  his  opinion;. 
le  begged  the  Houfe,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to  be  deceived 
by  the  diftin&ions  which  it  was  now  the  Lnceflant  praQi^e  to 
make  between  the  principles  and  the  obje&s  of  a  bill.  It  was 
lately  become  the  praftio*  to  confound  the  p*ie  with  the  other. 
Jt  was  often  faid  to  them,  What  !  would  you  refufe  to  go 
•into  the  Committee  on  a  brll  which  has  for  its  principle  v> 
.reform  the  abufes  of  India}  Would  you  objea  to  a  bijll 
wh|ch  is  to  reftore  the  zemindars  tip  their  poffeflions,  and 
which  is  to  punifh  delinquents  ?   They  thus  artfully  cog-  j 

.founded  the  matter ;  for  tbefe  were  not  the  principles  bpt  the  j 

.obje&s  of  the  bill.  The  principles  were  very  different ;  an4, 
to  the  principles,  that  is,  to  the  fooodfttiqns  of  .the  bill,  ifee 
Houfe  were  ever  to  look  ;  and  when  tbefe  were  not  goo49  , 

they  were  not  justifiable  in  going  to  a  Committee,  merely  b*~  I 

caufe  the  end  was  defirabic.  No  man  upon  earth  acknow- 
ledged with  more  readinefs  than  hedid^  *foo  neceffity  of  the 
object  of  the  prefent  bill ;  no  man  would,  go  greater  lengths  j 

to  accomplish  it ;  but  he  could  not  accept  of  the  principles 
of  this  bill  as  the  means  ;    much  left  could  he  believe  th*t  I 

thefe  means,  if  accepted,  would  be  effeftoal.  j 

In  regard  to  the  nrft  part  of  the  bill,  namely,  the  fettle-  j 

rnent  of  the  government  of  India,  he  muft  obferve,  that  on 
ifcc  bill  which  he  had  die  honour  to  propofe  to  the  laft  Par- 
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lifttncntj  St  was  afTerted  that  be  had  violated  the  chartered 
Tights  of  the  Company — and  chartered  rights  were   of   fo 
facred  a  nature,  that  nothing  bat  extreme  neceffity    could 
juftify  their  violation.     The  Chancellor  of  th*  Exchequer. 
had  made  the  confeffion,  that  neceffities  might  arife  to  joftifjr 
the  refcinding  of  a  charter ;   and  it  was  well  he  did  (b  ;    for 
if  ever  a  charter  was  completely  and  totally  annulled,  it  was 
the  charter  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  by  the  prefent  bill. 
He  by  no  means  brought  this  as  a  charge  againft  the  right 
honourable  gentleman-r^it  was  his  opinion  that  the  charter  of 
the  Company  ought  to  be  annulled.— Tt  had  always  been  his 
opinion,  that  no  charter  ought  to  exift  pernicious  to  theconi*- 
tnunity  whom  it  arretted,  and  that  the  rights  of  a  few  ought 
not  to  ftand  in  competition  with  the  well-being  and  bapn- 
pinefs  of  the  whole.     This  had  always  been  his  opinion,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  come  over  to  it.     He 
had  abandoned  his. former  opinion  on  this  fubjeft.     He  by 
no  means  brought  this  againft  him  as  a  charge  ;  on  the  con- 
trary he  wiflied  to  God  he  had  abandoned  all  his  other  opi- 
nions, and  all  the  principles  on  which  he  came  into  office-—? 
he  fhould  like  him  and  his  Miniftry  the  better. 

When  the  right  honourable  gentleman   brought  in   his 
fbrtrter  hill,  he  faid  that  his  entrenchment  on  the  charter  af 
the  Company  was  not  a  violation,  becaufehe  had  the  confent 
of  the  Company.     On  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  the 
Houfe  had  heard  of  no  confent.    .The  confent  indeed  which 
'  the  right  honourable  gentleman  then  flood  upon  Was  a  fal- 
lacy ;  becaufe  in  a  community  like  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
the  ebnfent-of; every  individual. proprietor  was  ntcseflary  to 
-r  fdrrender,  and  could-onry  make  it  legal ;  for  where  eveiy 
-individual  proprietor  tof  ftocfc  was  concerned  and  involved, 
♦it  wis  a  fallacy  to  fay  that  a  rcfolutioa  of  the  General  Court, 
'  haftily  convened,  poorly  attended,  or  even  confining  of  a 
crtajority,  could  make  a  farrender  of  the  properties  of  thofe 
who  were  abfentv* 'lUien  it  was  a  delufion ;  but  here- this 
cifcumftancewa*  wanting— There  was  no  confent  even  hint- 
'cd  at,  and  in  reality  norieihad  been  given*  1    He  begged, 
-therefore,  that  they  might  *  hear  110.  more  of  his  bill  having 
violated  chartered  rights,  and  that- therefore  it  wasnot<ohe 
'borne^— the  prefent  bill  was  guilty,  if  it  was  guilt,  of  equal 
violation  ;  and  tt  bad  this  peculiar  quality,   that  it  violated 
the  charters  of  the  Company  withoqt  ptornifittg  to  ajnendthe 
•  general  intercfts-of  the  empire. 
•"■*   '  ••        1      •    •      '     '    '    :  '.  .   :..:Tbe 
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The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  abandoned  his  ground 
with  refpect  to  Commiifidners.  He  had  adopted  the  notion 
contained  in  his  bill,  of  veiling  the  powers  in  the  hands  of 
Commiffioners— *and  he  muft  again  repeat,  that  he  wilhed  to 
God  he  had  abandoned  all  his  other  principles.  He  wifhed 
he  had  abandoned  the  principles  on  which  he  came  into 
power— principles  which  were  neither  honourable  to  himfelf 
nor  fafe  for  his  country.  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
continues  Mr.  Fox,  has  taken  notice  of  what  my  friend, 
Mr.  Francis,  has  faid,  reflecting  the  preamble  of  the  bill; 
In  my  mind,  the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Francis  is  perfectly 
juft ;  but  the  omiffioti  of  the  abufes  by  the  framers  of  the 
bill  has  been  very  artful.  If  they  had  A  a  ted  the  grievances 
of  the  Eaft  Indies,  they  would  have  expofed  the  weaknefs  of 
the  bill ;  for  they  would  have  fbewn,  that  not  one  of  itg 
provisions  was  calculated  to  redrefs  the  grievances  which  the 
preamble  would  have  dated  to  exift.  This  is  my  idea,  and 
I  truft'l  fUall  make  it  appear — I  truft  I  (hall  be  able  to  (hew 
the  Houfe,  that  it  is  a  bill  calculated  to  Increafe  every  prin- 
ciple that  bas  given  .rife  to  the  calamities  of  India;  that  in- 
Head  of  reforming,  it  is.  calculated  to  perpetuate  the  abufes 
which  exift,  and  to  put  the  conclufive  leal  to  the  miferable 
fyftem  of  that  country. 

What  are  the  principles,  of  the  calamities  in  India?  Are 
they,  that  worfe  men  have  been  fent  to  India  in  the  govern* 
ment  of  our  af&irs,  than  thofe  who  go  elfewhore,  or  who  ftay 
at  hope  ?  No-rr^l  he  men  are  not  worfe,  but  the  temptations 
to  delinquency  have  been  greater, .  and  the  greater  diftance 
from  the  feat  of  government  has  given  impunity  to  abufe. 
If  this  is  the  fource  of  the  calamity,  which  I  contend  it  is, 
(What  is  the  remedy  ?— rSurely  that  the  power  (hall  in  future 
t>e  given  to.  perfons  on  the  fpfct  here,  who  confequently  will 
jpeither  have  the  temptations  nor  the  impunity.  Inftead  of 
which  the  bill  before  us.  gives  more  temptation  and  power  to 
e  Governor  in  Jndia.— He  is  rendered  infinitely  more  capa- 
e  of  abgfe,  and  he  is  fet  more  above  the  reach  of  punifh- 
ent, — What  has  been  declared  as  the  next  principle  of  our 
lamities  ) — *f  That  orders  from  home  have  been  difobeyed 
*  in  Jndia,  and  that  no  inftructions  which  have  been  fent 
out  have  at  any  time  been  regarded."  What  is  the  evident 
medy  for  this  evil?  Surely  to  make  the  chief  officer  in 
dia  fo  directly  dependent  on  the  fource  of  Government  at 
>me,  that  he.ftpuld  not.  have  it  in  his  power,  whatever 
ight.be  \ib  inclination,  p>  clUbbfSy  (h*  $rdeis  which  h* 

might 
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might  receive.  Iaftead  of  which,  the  bill  adds  (6  confiderably 
to  the  powers  of  the  Governor  there,  that  he  has  00  cheer 
upon  his  ambition.     If  the  bill  had  been  framed  by  the  de- 
linquents themfelvet,  it  could  not,  ip  my  mind,  have  beea 
more  dire&ly  and  clearly  calculated  to  perpetuate  the  abufes. 
Whether  the  bill  may  not  be  framed  by  thofe  delinquents,  or 
at  leaft  by  their  emiffaries,  is  a  matter  which  it  is  not  our  bufi- 
fiefs  to  difcufs,  whatever  may  be  our  fufpfcions.* 
•    My  next  principle,  continues  Mr.  Fox,  with  regard  te 
India,  always  has  been,  that  whoever  has  the  government, 
ought  alfp  to  have  the  patronage.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  may  talk  fpecioufly  in  this  Houfe  about  the  di» 
,     *ifion  of  the  power  and  the  patronage  ;   but  in  my  mind, 
if  there  be  a  receipt,  a  noftrum  for  the  making  of  a  weak 
government,  it  it  by  giving  the  power  of  contriving  mea- 
sures to  one,  and  the  nomination  of  the  perfons  who  are  te 
euttf  thofe  meafores  into  execution  to  another. 
'    rothing  in  my  mind  can  be  more  clear  than  this  pro- 
portion, that  the  concerting  of  the  meafure,  and  the  ap- 
pointing of  the  officer,  ought  to  be  in  the  fame  bread 
Inftaftce  a  great  army :    If  a  plan  of  operations  for  an  im- 
portant campaign  was  -concerted  hf  one  Board,  wtmld  it 
not  be  the  height  of  madnefs  and  abfurdity  that  the  power 
of  nominating  the  general  who  was   to  carry  that   plan 
into  effeGt  fliould  be  trutted  to  another  ?    In  fuch  a  ridicu- 
lous fyftem,  where  would  be  the   refponfibiKty  f      The 
authors  of  the  plan,  if  it  mifcarried,  would '  fay  tfce  fault 
was  in  the  officer.     The  nominators  erf  "the  officer  would 
fay  it  was  in  the  plan.      Oh  but,  fay  the  Mkiifters,  we 
know  that  fuch  a  fyftem  would  be  too  abfurd  to  tuft,  and 
therefore,  you  foe,  we  have  the  power  of  a  negative?.    I  am 
pleafed  that  they  have  any  thing  that  looks  like  unity  ;  foe 
fureiy  nothing  can  be  fo  ridiculous,  and  nothing  fo  cfeild- 
tflij  as  todtsjoin  the  patronage  from  the  Government. 
•'  If,  for  inftance,  the  newComnriflioriers  fliould  fend  out 
inftrudions  to  -cheek  all  farther  acceffion  of  territory— all 
"future  fanguinary  meafures — all  rapacioufnefs  and  -Mood- 
fhed— and  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Court  of  IMrc&ef* 
Aould  appoint,  which  it  is  very  probable  theyr;w**ld  do, 
Mr ,  Hafttngs  to  carry  their  inftru&iana  into  execution ; 
doe*  not  the  bare  ftatement  of  the  eafe  (hew  the  coropleat 
4bf«r<lity  of'  the  idea  ?    Theories  which  do  not  conncfi 
ftieafims  wtfh  men  are  not  theories  for  this  world— r-Tb* 
'are  the  cfciatefat  with  *wfci#tl  •  r*elufe  may  divert  hu 
:  :  ••*  ,  "*       "  fane 
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fancy,  bat  they  are  not  principles  on  which  a  Statesman 
Would  found  hit  fyftem.  Mr.  Haftings,  for  inftance,  has 
declared  his  mind.  He  has  {hewn  us,  by  the  experience 
of  many  years,  that  he  is  determined  to  difobey  orders 
which  tend  to  peace — but  what  are  all  the  inftances  com* 
pared  to  that  daring  acl:  of  difobedience*— his  not  carrying 
into  execution  the  orders  for  the  reftoration  of  Cheyt  Sing? 
[Here  Major  Scott  called  acrofs  the  table,  «  No  fuch 
««  orders  were  ever  fent."J  Mrf  Fox  went  on.  He  thought 
there  were ;  but  (hould  ne  be  ordered  to  replace  Cheyt 
Sing*  after  he  has  declared  that  he  will  never  confent  to 
fo,degrading  an  inftruftion,  what  muft  be  the  feelings  and 
fentimetits  of  India  on  the  occafion  ?  Would  they  not  fay, 
Thefc  are  pompous  words-— You  preach  out  charity  to  the 
ear — You  fay  peace,  peace,  when  there  is*  no  peace— You 
tell  us  that  the  fanguinary  fjrftem  fliall  be  no  longer  pur- 
sued, and  in  the  fame  breath  you  continue  a  perfon  in 
power,  of  whom  &  learned  gentleman  (Mr,  Dundas)  faid, 
«  that  he  never  went  out  of  Bengal  without  carrying  blood 
«  and  devaftation  in  his  train — That  he  never  paid  a  vifit 
"  to  the  borders  but  for  the  imprifonment  of  fome  Prince, 
*'  or  the  extermination  of  a  people/' — What  other  can  we 
conceive  of  fuch  iqconfiftency,  but  that  you  defign  to  cheat 
us  ?  We  can  have  *io  opinion  that  you  are  ferious— You 
have  all  along  given  tHe  fame  inftru&ions  to  the  fame  man  % 
he  has  always  difobeyed  them,  and  we,  therefore,  have 
no  longer  confidence  in  your  fincerity.  But  the  negative 
provides  againft    the  appointment  of   improper  officers.  • 

The  Commiffioners  have  a  negative,  and  therefore  they 
have  full  power.  Here,  then,  is  the  compleat  annihilation 
of  the  power  of  the  Company. — Minifters  take  the  com* 
pleat  government  into  their  hands/  and  here  is  a  full  and 
direct  violation  of  chartered  rights.  That  the  bill  origi- 
nated in  India,  or  that  it  was  in  all  its  parts  fuggefted  by 
men  who  had  imbibed  the  politics  of  India,  he  verily  be*, 
lieved*  It  was  a  fdieme  of  dark  and  delufive  art,  and 
ieemed  to  be  built  on  the  model  of  the  attack  made  on  the 
Gfeit  Mogul,  and  the  King  of  Bengal.  It  worked  upon 
the"  Company's  rights  by  flow  and  gradual  fap.  The  firft 
affumption  made  by  the  Minifter  was  the  power  of  "  fu- 
*'  perintendence  and  control."  What  he  means  by  this 
power  I  cannot  cafily  imagine.  Docs  he  mean  inch  a 
Superintendence  and  control  as  this  Houfe  has  over  Mini-  ' 

iters  i    No  \  for  this  Houfe  has  not  the  power  of  giving 

official 
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official  inftru&ions— It  is  to  be  an  «  a&ive  control  ;*'  and 
this  is  the  next  ftep. — An  aftive  control  is  not  a  very  clear 
fpecies  of  authority,  and  may  be  carried  to  a  very  great 
length,  until  at  laft  they  give  a  full  expofition  of  their 
•views,  and  (eize  upon  every  thing  but  the  fliew  of  autho- 
rity. Such,  exa&ly,  I  am  informed,  was  the  plan  by 
which  the  Great  Mogul  and  the  King  of  Bengal  were  re- 
duced to  what  they  now  are* 

•  To  this  artful  and  progreflive  fcheme  I  peremptorily 
©bje£L  If  it  be  right  to  veil  the  powers  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  in  a  Board  of  Privy  Counfellors,  to  which  how- 
ever I  fliould  objeft,  it  ihould,  at  any  rate,  be  done  openly. 
A  great  nation  ought  never  to  defcend  to  gradual,  and  in- 
fidious  incroachment.  Do  what  you  wifh  for  openly — and 
{hew  the  Company  that  what  you  dared  to  do,  you  dare  to 
juftify.  If  the  queftion  were  merely,  whether  the  powers 
ought  to  be  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Dire&ors,  or 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Privy  Counfellors,  I 
fliould  not  hefitate  one  moment  to  give  it  to  the  latter;  but, 
unqueftionably,  I  do  not  approve  of  the  idea  of  giving  it 
to  a  Board  of  Privy  Counfellors. 

.  The  great  obje&  in  fettling  the  government  of  India 
affairs  is  to  contrive  the  means  of  feparating  the  commerce 
from  the  revenue.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
is  infinitely  more  fond  of  talking  about  looking  our  fitu- 
ation  in  the  face  than  he  is  of  really  doing  fo,  has  not 
upon  this  occafion,  and  in  this  inftance,  looked  our  (fru- 
ition in  the  face*  I  took  much  pains  in  my  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  commerce  and  the  revenue.  I  confulted  with 
every  one  capable  of  giving  me  inftru&ion,  or  of  fugge fl- 
ing the  means ;  but  I  could  not  devife  the  means  of  really 
and  beneficially  feparating  the  commerce  from  the  revenue. 
I  found  that  they  were  fo  involved,  as  to  be  for  $  time  at 
Jeaft  infeparable.  I  found  that  the  revenue  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  the  conducing  of  the  "commerce,  and  that  the 
commerce  was  efieutial  to  the  colle£tton  of  the  revenue.  I 
felt  the  difficulty.  I  agreed  with  fome  of  the  mod  intelli- 
gent men,  that  a  feparation  might  be  effe&ed  by  time,  but 
J  looked  our  (ituation  in  the  face,  and  finding  trie  neceflity 
of  the  ftate  called  for  the  government  of  India,  I  took  the 
Commerce  as  well  as  the  government.  This  was  my. 
zneafure,-  and  the  Houfe  knows  the  cry  which  was  circu- 
ited throughout  the  country.  What  is  the  meafure  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ?  The  Board  may  fend  in- 
\  ftru&ians 
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ftru£tibns  to  India  in  commercial  matters,  where  they 
think  the  revenue  is  concerned.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  may  do 
this.  But  if  the  Company  fliould  conceive  that  the  fuojedt 
.  of  the  inftrudHons  is  merely  commercial,  they  may  appeal 
— appeal  to  whom,  from  whom  ?  Appeal  front  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  onfe  of  the  principal  Secrc- 
*  taries  of  State,  for  the  time  being,  to  the  King  in  his 
council  ?  What,  will  not  the  Kiug  in  his  council  advife 
and  take  the  opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  ?  Or  is  it  insinuated  by  the  bill^ 
that  the  fecurity  of  the  Company  confifts  in  the  appeal 
being  from  the  oftenfible  advifers  of  the  King  to  the  fecret 
junto,  who  are  really  the  efficient  Minifters  of  the  coun- 
try ?  ,  Is  this,  which  has  been  with  fo  much  probability 
fufpefted  td  be  the  cafe,  now  to  be  acknowledged  ?  ,  Or  ft 
the  appeal  any  thing  more  than  a  fallacy  and  a  farce  ? 

Here,  th^n,  is  the  difference  between  my  abominable' 
bill  and  the  bill  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  be- 
tween my  bill,  which  has*  excited  fo  much  clamour,  but 
upon  which  I  am  ready  now,  and  ever  ihall  be,  to  appeal 
from-  the  Public  to  the  Public*  not. doubting  but  that,, 
however  they  were  deluded  by  the  nonfenfe  of  epithets  for 
a  time,,  they  will  form  a  true  judgement  at  laft.  By*my 
wicked  bill  the  commerce  was  taken  as  well  as  the  go- 
vernment. By  this  bill,  if  the  Commiffioners  do  meddle 
with  the  commerce,  the  Direftore  have  the  glorious  privi- 
*  lege  of  appealing  from  the  Minifter  to  the  Minifter.  My 
bill  placed  the  commerce  in  the  hands  of  nine  gentlemen, 
who  either  *were^t  that  time,  or  had  been  formerly,  in  the 
dire&ion,  and  who  confequently  were  competent  to  the  care 
of  it.  This  bill  gives  government,  territory,  revenue,  and 
commerce,  to  a  Board  of  Privy  Counfellors.  This  is  a  bill, 
in  my^mind,  calculated  to  perpetuate  weaknds.  It  perpetu- 
ates weaknefs  by  dividing  the  power.  Leave  the  entirte 
powers  with  the  Dire&ors,  or  take  tljem  entirely  away. 
There  is  no  middle  courfe  to  be  run. 

I  have  been  told  fince  I  c^me  into  the  Houfe  this  *  day, 
that  the  claufe  of  fecrecy  is  to  be  withdrawn.  I  am  gla£ 
to  hear  it,  if  it  is  meant  fairly — It  would  have  been/  highly 
abfurd  that  fuch  a  contradi&ory  Tyftem  fliould  have  been 
eftabhfhed  under  the  name  of  a  Government,  where  orders 
might  fecretly  be  conveyed  to  India  by  the  Commiffioners, 
at  the   very  moment  when  they  were!  giving  their  open 

Vol.  XVI,  M  counte- 
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countenance  to  inftru&ions  to  be  fent  from  the  Dire&ors 
of  a  quite  contrary  tendency.  It  would  have  been  a  farce, 
a  child's  play,  rather  than  a  Government,  to  fufler  fuch  a 
fcheme  ox  dark  intrigue. 

I  now  come  to  fpeak  of  the  influence,  which  has  been 
made  fo  much  a  topic  of  declamation  and  of  clamour.  I 
do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  I  wouid  infinitely  rather  fee  the 
influence  ere&ed  at  home  than  abroad,  becaufe  I  am  fure 
that  at  home  it  would  be  much  lefs  than  abroad.  'Will 
any  man  tell  me,  that  if  Mr.  Haftings  had  been,  at  home 
.  he  would  have  been  able  to  do  the  fame  things  which, 
with  his  long  arm,  he  has  been  able  to  do  ia  India  ?  Could 
he  have  witnftood  the  refolutions  which  the  learned  gen- 
tleman  (Mr,  D )   fo,  much  to-  his  "honour,  .moved 

stgainft  him  two  years  ago  ?  Or  could  he  have  had  fuch 
influence  as  to  nave  worked  upon  the  fame  learned  gen* 
tleman,  after  be  had  made  the  declaration  which  I  have 
recalled  to  the  memory  of  the  Houfe,  "  That  Mr*  Haf- 
"  tings  never  went  to  the  borders  of  Bengal,  without  hav- 
,  €(  inc  in  view  the  imprifonment  of  a  Prince,  or  the  exter- 
«*  mination  of  a  people/'  fliould,  in  two  ihort  years,  ftate 
to  the  (loufe  much  in  his  praife,  and.  very  little  in  his  dif- 
favour,  and  ihould  fay,  that  "  his  recal  was  only  a  matter 
U  of  expediency  at  the  time."  Could  fujeh  a  convierfion 
have  been  accomplifhed  by  any  perfon  in.  England  I  No, 
Sir,  it  is  the  great  India  Governor  at  Calcutta  wbofe  in- 
fluence I  dread.  But,  fay  Minifters,  the  plan  of  fuccef- 
fion  by  feniority  and  gradation  will  deftroy  the  great  influ- 
ence of  the  Chief  Governor  in  India.  Is  this  true  ?  Are 
all  Captains  alike  ?  all  Majors,  all  Colonels,  all  appoint-, 
inents  of  the  fame  rank,  civU  and  military  ?  No,  the  fource 
of  influence  in  India  is  the  fervice  on  which  they  are  fent. 
One  Captain  may  be  fent  to  one  place,  and  another  to, 
another ;  one  to  Benares,  another  to  Owde  \  and  the  great 
objeft  is  to  pxpeure  the  lucrative  inftead  of  the  valuelefs 
deftination.  Hence,  then,  the  absurdity  of  the  pfoje&ed 
fcheme  of  feniority  and  gradation.  By  fuch  a  fcheme  you 
take  from  the  power  at  home  the  means  of  fecuring  the 
attachment  and  loyalty  of  the  inferior.  Compare,  it  again 
to  an  arrny.  The  General  muft  undoubtedly  be  invented 
with  powers  fufficieut  to  the  execution  of  the- meafures 
intruded  to  him ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  (liquid  conftant- 
ly  know,  that  his  authority  is  derived  fronv  a  fource  to 
which  all  his  army  look  up  for  preferment;,  and!  from 
"'  '  ■■-*•-,  which 
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•which  alone  lie  can  draw  fecur  it  jr.  for  hitftfelf,  eftablifh  the 
principle,  that  all  his  officers  and  men  fhould  be  advanced 
according  to  feniority  and  gradation,  leaving  to  him  the 
fole  authority  of  fending  this  Colonel  to  one  fervice,  and 
that  to  anothef ;  and  what  is  the  confequence  ?  That  the 
*rmy  becomes  the  property  of  the  General  more  than  the 
King,  Juft  fo  of  the  Company.  If  the  civil  and  military 
"officers  do  not  look  to  home  for  preferment,  if  their  for- 
tunes are  to  depend  folely  on  the  chief  Governor,  what 
more  have  they  to.do  than  to  court  his  favour,  by  enter- 
ing into  his  views*  If  he  fhould  defire  to  difobey  the  in* 
itru&ions,  his  army*  is  ready  to  fiipport  him,  for  tfyfc 
parent  power  has  yielded  up  the  means  of  drawing  the  ex- 
pe£tationsof  the  body  to  itfelf.  Unhappy  land  !  thus  art 
thou  devoted  to  the  continuance  of  that  pernicious  fyftem 
which  has  devafted  thy  fields !  which  hzs  drenched  itfelf 
in  thy  blood,  and  fattened  on  thy  fpoils  !  Thus,  miferable 
people,  are  you  to  be  abandoned  to  the  mercilefs  and  infati- 
able  lufts  of  a  fucceffive  band  of  fanguinary  adventurers, 
before  whofe  eves  no  puniihment  is  fet  up  equal  to  the 
temptations  which  the  luxuries  of  your  land  prefent  to 
them  i  '  Would  it  not  be  better  to  fay  to  the  Governor 
which  you  fhall  fend  out,  A&  as  you  pleafe  in  Hindoftap 
for  thele  four  years  to  come.  Do  as  you  like  5  all  I  fliall 
require  from  you  is  to  give  me  an  account  of  your  tranf- 
anions  when  you  return  ! 

My  bill  was  chkrged  with  ere&ing  A  fourth  eftate  in  the 
Legislature.  Did  my  bill  ereft  aity  eftete  which  did  not 
exift  at  the  time  ?  The  Court  of  Dire&ors  was  the  fourth 
eftate,  and  my  bill  only  changed  the  natUjre*of  that  eftate. 
It  changed  it  from  ah  eftate  without  efficacy,  to  one  which 
promifed  to  have  it**- 4t  changed  it  from  one  which,  frbnl 
its  quality^  was  liable  to  much  delufion,  to  one  which, 
by  being  inceffantly  under  the  eye  an^  infpe&ion  of  Ptf- 
liamerit,  was,  lefs  liable  to  impofition,  or  to  mifconduft. 
It  changed  it  from  one  not  controlable,  to  one  conftantty 
under  check,  and  immoveable  by  addrefs  from  either  Hoiife. 
Could  the  Commiffiooers  have  endured  one  moment  aftet 
an  addrefs  ?  They  could  not,  like  the  prefent  Minifters  Ui  . 
the  lad  Parliament,  come  to  teafon  igainft  the  addrefs. 
They  muft  have  retired*.  If  that  Boaid  had  been  nomi- 
nated and  removeable  by  the  CrOvirn,  I  may  venture  t6 
fufpeft  that  the  bill  would  not  have  been  fo  harihty  treated 
in  another  Houfe* 

1         -  l  M2  If 
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-If  I  had  made  the  Board  removeahle  by  the  Crown,  it 
might  not  have  been  fo  palatable  to  the  laft  Hfeufe  of  Com- 
mons 5  but  to  the  other  branches  of  the  Legiflatufe,  I  tbii.k 
1  may  venture  to  fufpeft  it  would  have*  been  more   agree- 
able.    I  have  been  accufed  of  grafping  at  power.      Did  I 
(fyew  fuch  a  difpofition  ?     The  road  was  open.     I  had  only 
fo  be  mitrQmental  to  the  influence  of*  the  Crown,   to  the 
increafe  of  that  influence  which  I  had  contributed  to  dimi- 
^'.nifb,,  and  the  road  to  power  was  open  ;  but  it  would    nei- 
ther  have'  been  honourable  to  myfelf,  nor  fafe   for  the 
People.     I  chofe  my  courfe  5  and  1  do  not  regret  the  per- 
gonal confequences.     This  bill,  on  the  contrary,  increafe* 
thei-  nfluence  of  the  Crown,  without  reforming  the  abufc 
of  India  ;  it  goes  a  length  which  mine  never  pre  fumed  to 
go  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  too  much  the  chai?&er  of  the  pre- 
fent  Miniftry  to  fubje£t  the  country   to  very  great   and 
alarming  inconventencies,  for  very  uncertain,  and,  at  bell, 
but  very  (lender  good.     I  (hall  have  occafion,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
expofure  of  this  truth. 

With  regard  to  the  regulations  which  are  propofed  with 
refpe&to  prefehts,  I  think  that  in  the  year  1784  they 
are  idle  and  ridiculous.  They  .were  made  in  the  year  177?. 
They  were  then  made  as  ftrong  as  they  can  be  now,  and 
they  have  been  of  no  avail.  The  only  efficacious  plan  of 
putting  an  end  to  this  and  every  other  abufe  is,  by  the  in- 
ftitutkm  of  a  vigorous    Government.      Place    vigorous 

?owers  in  the  hands  of  'men  conftantly  under  the  eye  of 
arliament,  and  what  are  the  confequence*  ?  If  they  fliould 
come  down  and  fay,  "  We  fent  out  ftri&  injunctions,  but 
€(  they  have  been. dlfobeyed,"  the  anfwer  would  be  apt 
and  conclufiye,  "  Why  clo  you  not  Remove  the  difobedient 
*c  officer  ?s  Inftantly  appoint  his  fuccefibr,  and  bring  home 
**  the  delinquent."  Such  was  the  profpeft  which  I  had  in 
/tHe  appointment  o(  Commifiioners  ;  and  fo  far  am  I  from 
.thinking  that  the  inftitution  of  fuch  a  Board  would  have 
given  immenfe  influence  to  the  Minifters  who  fhould  ap- 
point, that  even  now,  when  1  fliall  hardly  be  fufpe&ed  of 
;wifliiag  pcrnianency  to  the  Minifters  in  being,  I  am  mod 
"earneftjy  defirous  that  they  fhould  inveft  Commifiioners 
yfiih  the  complete  power  of  the  Indian  affairs  ;  fo  anxious 
am  J.  for  the  permanency  of  the  Indian  Government. 

But  I  was  aiked,   why  fhould  the  Indian  government 
bt  rendered  -more  permanent  than  the  Britifh  ?  It  is  more 

neceflary, 
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neceflary,  in  my  opinion,  that  there_fhould  be  more  per- 
manency *n  a  diftant.  government  than  in  a  near  one;-— 
Shocks  in  the  one  cannot  be  obferved  when  they  happen, 
and  the  effeft  of  changes  might  'not  be  feen  in  tnne  to  be 
remedied.  My  Board  had  not  complete  permanency,  but 
it  had  a  chance  for  permanency  by  its  conftitution.  From 
what  {puree  has  .all  the  wcaknefs  of  the  Indian  government 
iptung  ?  From  the  variations  which  happened  in  our  Go- 
vernment at  home.  Why  has  Mr.  Haftings  prefumed  10 
difobey  the  orders  of  Government  ?  Becaufc  he  ha&  depen- 
dence on  a  party,  which,  in  the  chance  of  changes  may  be 
able  to  prdtedl  him  by  the  time  that  his  difobedience  is 
known.  I  fee  an  honourable  gentleman  fmile  (Major  Scott) 
perhaps  that  gentleman's  fmile  means. to  jnfinuatc,  that  his 
great  friend's  dependence  is  on  a  power  not  liable  to  the 
changes  of  party,  and  from  which  all  the  calamities  of  the 
reign  have  originated  —  Perhaps  it  is  too  true,  and  too 
viable,  that  the  prefent  bill  is  the  production  of  the  fame 
fountain.  The  time  may  come,  and  I  truft  it  is  not  far 
diflant,  when  the  eyes  of  that  quarter  may  be  opened  to  the 
true  interefts  of,  the  Crown  and  People.  To  fum  up  my 
objections  to  the  firft  part  of  the  bill,  they  are  thefc : — It 
provides  for  a  weak  government  at  home  by  the  divifion  of 
the  power — and  it  perpetuates  the  abufes  in  India,  by 
giving  additional  authority  t<*  the  officers  abroad.  It  is  un- 
♦atefman-like  in  its  principles ;  for  it  abfurdly  gives  the 
power  pf  originating  meafures  to  one  Board,  and  the  norm* 
nation  of  officers  for  the  execution  of  thofe  meafures  to  ano- 
ther—It increases  influence  without  yetting  refponfibility; 
and  it  operates  by  dark  intrigue,  rather  than  by  avowed 
authority. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  bill,  confiding  of  the 
regulations,  I  think,  and  always  did,  that  the  zemindars 
and  polygars  ought  to  be  leftored  to  theif  pofTemons,  and 
that  the  rents  fhould  be  fixed  and  fettled  by  a  rule  of  paft 
periods,  and  not  of  future  inquiry.  Begin  frefh  inquiries 
and  afieffrnents,  and  you  give  authority  to^  the  very  evils 
which  you  profefs  to  remove.  I  confider  all  the  prohibi- 
tory claufes  againft  piefcnts,  as  new  words,  and  mult  do  fo 
in  recollecting  how  much*  has  already  been  tried,  *  and  to 
how  little  effe£L 

Mr.  Fox  here  referred  to  the  conduft  of  General  Cla- 
vering,  Colonel  Monfon,  and  Mr.  Francis^  of  which  he 
fpoke  in  the  moft  handfomc  terms  j  he  alluded  %o  the  me- 
morable 
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morable  expreffion  of  Lord  T ,  a  that  he  wifhed  the 

*<  fbip  had  gone  to  the  bottom  that  cdnveyed  ttyetn  to 
w  India  ;M  an  expreffion  which  he  foftened*  by  faying,   that 
he  made  the  wi(h   u  becaufe  he  Could  fpare  them  out  of 
**  the  world/'  He  treated  this  language  in  terms  of  ftrong 
indignation;  and  having  fpoke  at  fome  length  of  the  facul- 
,  ties  and  features  of  the  noble  Lord's  mind,  he  came  to  the 
•  third  part  of  tfce  bill,  which  was  for  the  inftitution  of 
the  tribunal  —  He  faid,  that  when  he  brought -in  his  bill 
he  was  hot  ready  on  this  delickte  fubje£t  —  This,  however, 
was  clearly  his  intention,  that  however  he  might  mean  to 
.  legalize  certain  kinds  of  evidence,  it  never  was  his  idea 
,.   to  touch  with  unhallowed  hand  the  trial  by  jury.     He  was 
as  much  the  advocate  of  the  popular  power  of  the  judica- 
ture  of  England,  as  he  was  of  the  popular  power  of  the 
Legiflature.     Tne  beauty  of  the  trial  by  jury,  was  not  fo 
much,  in  his  idea,  that  a  roan  was  tried  by  his  peers,  as 
that  he  was  tried  by  men  colletted,  as  it  were,  by  chance — 
totryonefaft  —  to  judge  qf  the  fingle  cafe  with  minds 
tmtirt&ured  by  precedents  —  It  was  the  office  of  the  Judge 
in  our  courts  to  call  up  precedents  to  his  aid,  and  to  make 
up  his  mind   more  from    what  his  knowledge  furnifhed 
him  withal  of  precedents  and  prattice,  than  from  the  dis- 
cretionary feeling  of  the  moment  — -  while,  again,  it  was; 
the  office  of  the  jury  to  deterntf  ne  only  on  the  fa£ts  adduced, 
without  referring  to  what  might  have  been  done  on  fimilar 
cafes  before.     The   new  tribunal  partook  of  neither  of 
thefc  qualities  in  perfeftion  —  they  were  too  much  of  law- 
yers to  be  jurymen,  and  too  much  in  the  nature  of  jurymen 
to  be  lawyers ;  that  is,  they  knew  enough  of  precedents 

♦      .fo  warp  their  judgements  on  the  cafe,  and  too  little  of  pre- 
cedents to  be  found  in  their  law. 

He  defcribed  the  orders  of  men  of  Which  the  tribunal 
was  Compofed  -^  It  was  compared  to  courts  martial,  but  in 
his  mind  without  truth  -*-  A  foldier  embraced  hi*  profeffion 
with  the  knowledge  of  that  tribunal,  and  hisfubmiffion  was 
voluntary.  Here  it  was  not ;  for  thofe  now  in  India  were 
to  be  tried  by  this  new  tribunal :  befldes,  a  foldier  had  the 
advantage  of  being  tried  fcy  men  of  congenial  ideas  and 
habits  with  his  own.  But  it  was  in  truth  to  be  a  fcreen  for* 
delinquents,  for  no  man  was  to  be  tried  but  On  the  accufa- 
tion  of  the  Company  or  of  the  Attorney  General.    Ade- 

,         linquent,  therefore,  had  only  to  conciliate  Government, 

and  he  was  fecure.    He  iitftanced  Mr.  Haftings,  and  de- 

.    '3  -  ;  fcribed 
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fcribed  this  tribunal  to, be  a  bed  of  juftice,  which  had  bcem 
callpd  a  bed  where  juftice  flept. 

After  many  forcible  arguments  on  the  danger  and  effi* 
cacy  of  fuch  a  tribunal,  he  concluded  with  a  very  animated 
apoftrophe  to  the  Houfe,  "to  beware  of  the  adventures  of 
this  Miniftry,  which,  if  it  could  not  boaft  of  the  vigour  of 
youth,  had  at  lead  all  its  ralhnefs. 

Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  who  had  juft  fpoken,  had  been  careful  in  fc;t» 
ting  out,  to  /caution  the  Houfe  again  ft  being  mifled  by 
the  dangerous  and  abfurd  idea  that  prevailed,  namely, 
that  every  bill,  though  acknowledged  to  be  imperfefl;* 
ought  to  go  into  a  Committee.  He  declared,  that  he  had 
no  wifli  to  avail  himfelf  of  any  fuch  general  opinion.  He 
confefled,  that  the  commitment  of  a  bill  was  the  ftage  in 
which  it,  was  mod  likely  to  be  cleared  of  errors  5.  but  at  the 
fame  time,  he  would  fay,  that  a  bill  might  be  fo  faulty 
in  its  principles,  as  to  render  it  utterly  inadmiflible  into  any 
Committee.  If  full  credit  could  be  given  to  the  affertion* 
of  the  rigbt  honourable  gentleman  — if  the  Houfe  were  to 
receive  his  words  as  the  oracles  of  truth  —  then  would  there 
be  the  greateft  reafon  for  granting,  that  the  bill  which  was 
then  before  the  Houfe,  was  one  of  thpfe  which  ought  to  be 
immediately  arretted  in  its  progrefs.  His  long  and  elaborate 
harrangue  went  dire&ly  tq  prove,  that  it  would  bfe  unfafet 
to  proceed  farther  in  the  bufinefs  in  which  the  Houfe  waa 
then  engaged.  It  could  not  be  denied,  that  the  arguments 
that  had  beerj  u,fed,  were  numerous  and  plaufible;  fome 
of  them  wfere  even  ingenious  — -  They  tended  to  eftablifh 
a  variety  of  fa£ls  againft  the  bill ;  and  if  they  could  have, 
eftablifhed  them  beyond  the  poffibility  of  doubt,  or  fo  as  not 
to  have  been  overthrown,  the  bill  would  certainly  have  ap«. 
peared  in  a  defpicable  light  indeed.-  In  that  cafe.,  he  would 
have  been  the  firft  man  to  ihtreat,  that  it  might  never  be 
received  into  a 'Committee.  But,  as  his  fentiments  on  that 
head  ^ere  widely^different  from  thofe  .of  the  right  honour- 
able g^ntleman^  he  would  forbear  any  fuch  felicitation  — 
He  would  indulge  himfelf  with  entertaining  .ftrong  and 
fanguijie  hopes,  that  the  fyftem  for  the  regulation  of  the 
territorial  poffeffions  in  India,  which  had  been  propofed  by 
his  right  honourable  friend,  would  not  only  be  a  fafe  one 
to  the  Constitution,  but  one  that  would  tend  at  once  to 
enrich  the  Cqmpany,  and,  to  fecure  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  natives  of  the  Eaft.    Thefe  were  advantages  which 

had     - 
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had  not  bfefcn  fully  comprehended  in  any  former  bill  of  the 
.fame  kind;  in  the  prefent,  they  were  completely  fo;    time 

•  and  experience  had  united  to  forward  the  well-meant  en- 

•  deavours  of  tliofe  who  had  plan  tied  it.  The  sight  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  feemed  defirous  to  appeal  to  the 
Publlcon  that  occafion  —  He  appeared  to*  look  for    Come 

.fpecies  of  triumph,  from  contracting  his  bill  with  that  of 
the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchcque ;  but 
fmall  would  b?  the  praifes  that  an  impartial  defcerning 
Public  would  grant  on  fuch  a  companion. 

The  principles  and  the  ultimate  ends  of  the  two  bills 
were  very  oppofite,  to  each  other— The  one  boafted  that  it 
took  no  power  from  the  Crown,  nor  gave  any  to  the  legi- 
ilative  branch  of  Government ;  while  it  was,  at  that  very 
moment,  annihilating  every  particle  of  power  which  pro- 
perly belonged  to  the  Crown,  or  tb  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Legiflature  ;  .and  alfo  robbing  a  great  and  refpe&- 
able  body  of  men  of  their  deareft  and  their  moft  invaluable 
rights.  The  other  bill,  again,  was  intended  to  lodge  a 
principal  lhare  of  the  executive  power  of  the  territorial  laws 
of  India,  in  that  department  of  Government  in  which  it 
ought,  by  right,  to  be  vetted  ;  and  it  (hewed  every  degree 
of  tendernefs  to  the  chartered  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
India  Company :  it  was,  in  fine,  one  which,  he  doubted 
not,  would  produce  that  happy  and  defirable  mixed  Govern- 
ment, which  every  friend  to  the  immunities  of  a  wealthy 
people,  and  every  ftfpportcr  of  a- free  and 'noble  Conftitn* 
-lion,,  would  chearfully  welcome  and  maintain.  Th6  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  attacked  it,  becaufe  it  was  fo 
repugnant  to  the  notions  which  he  had  expreflcd  on  the 
appearance  of  his  bill  in  that  Houfe.  He  was  happy  to 
think,  that  the  great  defeft  imputed  to  it,  was  of  that 
kind— that  ^ery  def eft  was,  in  his  honeft  opinion,  the 
greateft  excellence  which  itpoflefled.  Though  the  p'fefent 
Dill  gave  new  powers  to  Government,  yet  they  were  fo 
tfrcumfcribed,  that .  they  could  not,  m  the  hands  even  of 
the  moil  abandoned  Prince,  be  converted  into  inftruments 
of  mifchief  or  oppreflion.  They,  went  .only  to  give  thofe 
checks  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Company,  which  all  the 
world  confeftd  to  be  indifpenfably  neceffary.  One  officer, 
or  two,  Government  was  enabled  to  appoint ;  and  it  was 
to  have  a  voice  in  recalling— beyond  that  its  power  did 
not  extend  \  all  other  rights  and  privileges  were  to  remain 
with  thofe  men  who  had  long  been  allowed  to  have  the 

'WW* 
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j  ufteft  claim  to  them.  Thence  it  appeared,  that  the  patronage 
and  authority  over  the  Eaft-India  Company's  concerns  was, 
by  the  bill  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  equally*  divided 
among  different  powers.  Was  the  cafe  fuch  with  the  bill  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  I 
No :  there  was  there  to  be  no  diftribution  of  patronage— -His 
Board  of  Commiflioners  were  to  poflefs  all,  fully  and  indifpu- 
tably.  Every  appointment,  civil,  military,  and  commercial, 
-was  to  proceed  from  them— -Every  individual  dependent  on 
the  Company  was  compelled  to  ftoop  to  them— They  were 
to  be  princes  at  home,  and  fovereign  umpires  abroad :  a  revo- 
lution at  which  nought  but  the  afpiring  ambition  of  that  right- 
honourable  gentleman  could  have  aimed.  He  had  offered 
many  arguments  to  ihew,  that  his  bill  was  equal,  if  not  pre- 
ferable, to  that  of  his  right  honourable  friend.  In  order  to 
prove  that,  he  had  argued  well,  and  he  bad  alfo  argued  fo-t 
phiftically  v  but  neither  hh  j'uft  reafonuig  nor  his  fophiftical; 
reasoning  had  been  fufficient  to  convince  him  that  their  rafe- 
Tits  were  at  ail  equal..  ... 

The  right,  honourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to 
afperfe  the  biiibefore  the  Houfe,  on  the  fcore  of  its  being 
calculated  to  beOow  too  great,  a  ihare  of  patronage  on  the 
Crown*  By  that  bill  it  was  to  be  enacted,  that  no  one  cadet 
-  ihould  be  appointed  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  years ;  for  a  time, 
indeed,  within  which  the. charter  of  the  India  Company 
would  expire :.  and  did  that  argue,  a  defire  of  grafpkig  at  too 
n^nch  patfonage  ?'  It  was.  farther,  to  beena&dd,  that  all  pro-, 
motions*  in  Iacbaihould  follow  in  a  regular  fucceffion.  From 
that  circumflance,  every  means  of  favouring  and  promoting  the 
fons  of  great  families  Was  cut  off.  It  had  alfo  been  alleged 
agaiftft  the  pfefent  meafure,  that  no  public  good  was  to  be 
eipe&eri  frcmi.it,  becaufe  ooe  body  of  men  >vere  to  nominate, 
and  another  to  execute.  On  that -head  he  did  not  need 'to', 
ufe  many  words  ;  for  nothing  of  confequence  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  honourable  gentleman.  Had  he  endeavoured 
to  ihew,  that  theCro^rn  bad  affumed  either  too  much  or  too 
little  power,  then  would  he  have  made  room  for  difputing  the 
point :  but,*  as  he  had  judged  it  proper  to  wave  that  conside- 
ration, there. was  nothing  more  to  be  faid.  ?wb.{hort  argu- 
ments, he  had  adduced  ;  and  of  thefe  he  would  cyily  obferve, 
that  he  didT'not  deem  it  fait  to  copimend  the  one  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  other:  in  truth,  they  were  both  equallv  falfe* 
ajid  hollow.  Should  the  bill  be  reckoned  defective  by  the 
Committee,  On  account' of  the  circumflance  which  had  been 
mentioned,  (till  he  was,  iq  his  own  mind,  convinced  that  the 
Vol  XVl.  N  '  affair* 
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affairsof  the. Company, -and'ofshe  nation,  would  riot  fuiJer 
much  from  that  detecY;  .for  it  related  chiefly  to  the  conduct 
of>the  Company's  fervants :  and  he  was  perfuaded,  that  their 
difobed'tence  had  never  been  fo  in ftru mental  in  promoting^  the 
ruin  oflthe  Company's  aff.ars,  as. the  want  of  permanency  in 
the  fyftem  of  government  adopted,  by  the  Directors  at  home. 
The  Marittah  war,  for  example,  way  not  undertaken  through 
the  obftinacy  or  drlbhedience  of  the! leading  men  in  India  : 
it  was  undertaken  by  the  advice  and  order  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  He.  illuftrated  and  fapported  his  aflertiqn  by  fe- 
veral  ftrong  evidences.;  and  feeing  an  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Fcancis)  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  failing,  he 
affirmed  the  facl:  flill  more  pofitiviely ;  and  engaged  to  prove 
hy  whenever  that  gentleman- flioukl  think  proper toenter  into 
>  aconfceft  with  him  t>n  the fobje<&.     Here  he  defended  his 

former  conduct  againil.  fame:  changes  *>f  inconfifleney  that 
Had  J>ee#  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Fox.     He  faid  he  never 
did  vote  for  therecal  of  Mr^Haftings,  becaufe  he  blanftd  his 
proceedings.     He  did  once  wifll  to  fee  him  in  England  ;  -and 
his  reafoit  was*  not  that  he  thought  he  bad  ai9»d  wrong,  but 
that  he  fared  that  he  would,  not  be  able  to  .recover  tta  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  India..    Thefe  wonte"toighb.fiot  be, 
precifely  what  he  uttered  on  thatoccafion ;  bu<f:the  fenri- 
ment  he  knew  to  be  identically  the  famo.  '  Having  fpoken  at 
fome  length  in  vindication  of  hwnfelf,-  he  again- rejbmed 
his  reafeoings    on   the*,  immediate   objecl  ♦  of:  uthat-  day's 
meetings    TheLbill  under oHfcuflioti^he  faid,  was- not  held  up 
to  the  world  a*  a,  complete  ami  undxceptionahle  viewi  of  what 
it  wouldvbe  -prober  to  do  with  regard  to  Indja.    It  contained 
die  fcreat  leading  features  .only  of  a  fyftem  for'tbe'gdvern- 
ment  of  that>catxfttry.*  Wh*t  it  fet  forth  on  tbetfiibjeci  of 
refponfibility,  might  be  fufceptible  of  improvement';  though 
he  did  reollythink,  that,  in  that  particular,  it  was  iefe  excep- 
tionable, by  much  than 'any  former  bill.,  it  repofed  acertaih 
truftin  a  .determinate  number  of  Commiifionersv  •  It  obliged 
the  India  Company  to  fubmitto  the' infpe£Hon  of  thefe.  Com-* 
roiffioners,  copies  of  all  their  orders  and  dtfpafiches ;,  and  if 
any  of  them  fliould  be  deemed  improper,  it  gave  them  a 
power  of  making  any  alterations  and  amendments.'  .But, 
faid  the  hououtable  gentleman,  fan  the  oppofite.fide,  my 
Gommiffioners  were  obliged  to  come  down  to  Parliament, 
and  gjve  an  account  of  their  proceedings  :    fo,  added  Mr. 
Dundaai'will  feveral  of  the  new  Gommiffioners ;  and  befides, 
the  laws  then  waiting  to  be  .finally  difcufled  hv  the  Commit- 
tee, made  every  France,  liable  to.  the  feverefl:  reprehenfion.  • 

...  /There 
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There  was  no  k rime,  there  was  hardly  any  piece  of-negleft 
-whatever,  that  was  not  made  puni (liable  in  one  ihape  or 
other.  On  force  of  the  topics  to  which  he.  had  been  (peak- 
ing, he  remembered  fame  very  finking  words  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  on  two  former  days.  The  fir  ft  of  thefewas 
fo  long  ago  as  the  9th  of  April,  1782.  Thofe  words  he  read, 
and  the  purport  of  them  was,  "  That  the  Legiflature  ought 
"  to  be  careful  not  to  deprive  the  Company  of  the  privilege  of 
"  appointing  their,  own  fervants;  and. that  it  behoved  them  to 
"  treat  with  the  utmoft  circumfpedlion  and  tendernefs  thofe 
"  inherent  rights  of  the  Company,  their  charters,ojcc  which  were 
•«  as  dear  to  them  as  life  itfelf."  Here  Mr.  Dundas  confefled 
that  he  never  had  been  very  fearful  of  the  Crown,  acquiring, 
too  much  influence.  He  believed  that  there  would  have  been 
no  danger  in  granting  it  more  than  the  bill  before:  them  pro-i 
pofed  to  grant.  -  What  he  meant,  at  that  inftant,  to  obferve, 
was,  how  vaft  an  alteration  had  been  obtained  in  the  fentk 
meats  of  that  honourable  gentleman  fince  the  year  1782.  In 
the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  he  faid,  "  Let  us  keep  a  watch- 
«'.  ful  eye  ovjer  the  proceedings  of  the  Company,  that  we  may. 
"  be  able  to  remove  their,  fervants  as  we  {hall  judge  it  ex- 
"  pedient :"  and  all  the  Houfe  well  knew,  with,  what  refpedl 
and  feeling  he  then  propofed  to  treat  the  Company's  charters. 
On  that  day  he  discovered  that  he  was  again  pofiefled  of  his 
original  ideas*  Prom  thefe  changes,  he  was  difpofed  to  hope* 
that  the  day  was  not  far  off  when  Jfcheir  opinions  would  accord  ;- 
when  that  gentleman  would  confefs,  that  the  fentiments  of 
his  earlier  years  were  thofe  otwifdom  and  found  policy.  He 
alfo  reminded*  him  of  the  language  which  he  beh}  laft  winter 
refpefting  patronage.  On  the  article  of  permanent  govern- 
ment, Mr.  Dundasfaid  feveral  ;thjngs  in  anfwer  to.  the  right 
konourabicgeotleman.  The  appointment  by  one  let  of  men» 
and  the  execution  of  law  by  another,  was  the  chief  ground 
ever  which  the. honourable  gentleman  had  trodden.  He  had, 
from  the  coufideiation  of  thefe  circumftances,  concluded, 
that  the  newly-propofed  fyftem  was  too  abfurd  to  laft.  The 
ftrength  of  his  arguments  was  derived  from  the  notion,  that 
no  efficacious  meafu  res  could  be  taken,  while  there  was  any 
chance  of  difference  of  opinion  fub filling  between  the  feparate 
branches  of. the  Indian  government.  He  had  a  queftion  of  a 
nature  fomewhat  fimilar  to  afk  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
His  Board  of  Comminioners  Was  to.  continue  for  four  years. 
Adminiftrations  were  fometimes  known  to  change  within  a 
rouChiabster  time  than  that,  .  How,  then,  weie  thofe  Corn- 
mifliQners  to  act,  when  a  new  Miniflry,  with  fentiments  the 
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countenance  to  inftru&ions  to  be  fent  from  the  Directors 
of  a  quite  contrary  tendency.  It  would  have  been  a  farce, 
a  child's  play,  rather  than  a  Government,  to  fuffer  fuch  a 
fcheme  of  dark  intrigue. 

1  now  come  to  fpeak  of  the  influence,  which  has  been 
made  fo  much  a  topic  of  declamation  and  of  clamour.  I 
do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  I  would  infinitely  rather  fee  the 
influence  ere&ed  at  home  than  abroad,  becaufe  I  am  fure 
that  at  home  it  would  be  much  lefs  than  abroad.  Will 
any  man  tell  me,  that  if  Mr.  Haftings  had  been  at  home 
,  he  would  have  been  able  to  do  the  fame  things  which, 
with  his  long  arm,  he  has  been  able  to.  do  irt  India  ?  Could 
he  have  witnftood  the  resolutions  which  the  learned  gen- 
tleman  (Mr.  D )    fa  much  to-  his  "honour,  .moved 

agaihft  him  two  years  ago?  Or  could  he  have  had  fuch 
influence  as  to  nave  worked  upon  the  fame  learned  gen* 
tleman,  after  he  had  made  the  declaration,  which  I  have; 
recalled  to  the  memory  of  the  Houfe,  "  That  Mr,  Haf- 
<c  tings  never  went  to  the  borders  of  Bengal*  without  hav- 
,  <c  ine  in  yiewtheimprifor>ment.of  a  Prince,  or  the  exter- 

•*  mmation  of  a  people,"  fliould,  in  two  Ihort  years,  ftate 
to  the  Houfe  much  in  his  praife,  and  very  little  in  his  dif- 
favour,  and  (hojuld  fay,  that  "  his  recal  was  only  a  matter 
€i  of  expediency  at  the  time/'  Could  fujeh  a  convierfion 
have  been  accomplished  by  any  perfon  ill  England  I.  No, 
Sir,  it  is  the  great  India  Goyernor  at  Calcutta  whofe  in- 
fluence I  dread*  But,  fay  Minifters,  the  plan  of  fuccef- 
fton  by  feniprity  and  gradation  will  deftroy  the  great  influ- 
ence of  the  Chief  Governor  in  India.  J$  this  true  ?  Are 
all  Captains  alike  ? :  all  Majors,  all  Colonels,  all  appoint- 
ments of  the  fame  rank,  civU  and  military  ?  No,  the  fource  j 
of  influence  in  India  is  the  fervice  on  which  they  are  fent. 
One  Captain  may  be  fent  to  one  place,  and  another  to. 
another  *  one  to  Benares,  another  tq  Owde  ;  and  the  great 
'  objeft  is  to  pxpeure  the  lucrative  inftead  of  the  valuelefs 
deftination.  Hence,  then,  the  abfordity  of  the  projected 
fcheme  of  feniority  and  gradation.  By  fuch  a  fcheme  you 
take  from  the  power  at  home  the  means  of  fecuring  the  j 
attachment  and  loyalty  of  the  inferior.  Compare,  it  agaii* 
to  an  army.  The  General  mud  undoubtedly  be  inverted 
with  powers  fufHcient  to  the  execution  of  the- meafures 
intruded  to  him ;  but  at  the  fame  tim£  he  fhpuld  conltant- 
ly  know,  that  his  authority  is  derivedl  from  a  fource  to 
which  all  his  army  look  up  for  prefetmeht,  and:  fronx 
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which  alone  he  can  draw  fecur  it  jr.  for  himfclf,  eftablifh  the 
principle,  that  all  his  officers  and  men  fhould  be  advanced 
according  to  feniority  and  gradation,  leaving  to  him  the 
fole  authority  of  fending  this  Colonel  to  one  fcrvice,  and 
that  to  anbthcf ;  and  what  is  the  confequence  ?  That  the 
army  becomes  the  property  of  the  General  more  than  the 
King,  Juft  fo  of  the  Company.  If  the  civil  and  military 
'officers  do  not  look  to  home  for  preferment,  if  their  for*  „ 

tunes  are  to  depend  folely  on  the  chief  Governor,  what 
more  have  they  to  .do  than  to  court  his  favour,  by  enter- 
ing into  his  views*  If  he  fliould  defire  to  difobey  the  in^ 
ftruflions,  his  army  is  ready  to  fiipport  him,  for  thfc 
parent  power  had  yielded  up  the  means  of  drawing  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  body  to  itfelf.  Unhappy  land!  thus  art 
thou  devoted  to  the  continuance  of  that  pernicious  fyftem 
which  has  devafted  thy  fields !  which  hzs  drenched  itfelf 
in  thy  blood,  and  fattened  on  thy  fpoils  !  Thus,  miferablc 
people,  are  you  to  be  abandoned  to  the  mercilefs  and  infati- 
able  lufts  of  a  fucceflive  band  of  fangiiinary  adventurers, 
before  whofe  eyes  no  punifhment  is  fet  up  eqiral  to  the 
temptations  which  the  luxuries  of  your  land  prefent  to 
them?  'Would  it  not  be  better  to  fay  to  the  Governor 
which  you  fliall  fend  out,  A£t  as  you  pleafe  in  Hindoftap 
for  thefe  four  years  to  come.  Do  as  you  like  j  all  I  fliall 
require  from  you  is  to  give  me  an  account  of  your  trans- 
actions when  you  return  ! 

My  bill  was  charged  with  ere&ing  a  fourth  eftate  in  the 
Legiflature.  Did  my  bill  creft  aily  eftate  which  did  not 
exift  at  the  time  ?  The  Court  of  Dire&ors  was  the  fourth 
eftate,  and  my  bill  ohljr  changed  the  nature  *of  that  eftate. 
It  changed  it  from  ah  eftate  without  efficacy,  to  one  which 
promifed  to  have  it»»-4t  changed  it  from  one  which,  frbrtt 
its  quality^  was  liable  to  much  delufion,  to  one  which, 
by  being  inceffantly  under  the  eye  an^  iftfpeAion  of  £af- 
liament,  was,  lefs  liable  to  impoGtion,  or  to  mifconduft. 
It  changed  it  from  one  not  controlable,  to  one  conftantfy 
under  check,  and  removcable  by  addrefs  from  either  Hoiife. 
Could  the  Commiffioners  have  endured  one  moment  after 
an  addrefs  ?  They  could  not,  like  the  prefent  Minifters  Ut  , 
the  laft  Parliament,  come  to  feafon  againft  the  addrefs'. 
They  muft  have  retired*  If  that  Boaid  had  bre£n  nomi- 
nated and  removeable  by  the  CroWn,  I  may  venture  to 
fufpeft  that  the  bill  would  not  have  been  fo  harfbly  treated, 
in  another  Houfe* 
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truth.  Thefe  were  the  perfons,  the  only  perfons,  who  wen 
qualified  to  decide  the  important  concerns  of  India.  He  con- 
cluded with  exprefling  his  iincere  wifli  to  lee  the  Speaker 
leave  the  chair. ' 

Mi.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  complained  of  mifquotation  of  language  by  the 
learned  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft.  He  allowed  that 
what  had  been  ftated  as  his  opinion  refpe&ing  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  was  in  part  true.  He  faid  that  it  was  better  to 
lodge  the  management  of  affairs  with  the  India  Company, 
than  with  the  Government  of  this  country.  But  what  was 
the  Government  of  this  country  at  that  period  )  He  trufted 
no  perfon  who  had  attended  to  the  revolution  of  the  country, 
or  to  the  procedure  of  Parliament,  was  ignorant  of  it ;  and 
he'  thought,  that  on  this  ground  he  might  fafely  reft  the  vin- 
dications of  the  affertion  he  had  uttered  on  the  occasion  al- 
luded to  by  the  learned  gentleman. 

He  entered  into  various  elucidations  of  the  ftaternents  of 
opinion  which  the  learned  Lord  had  attributed  to  him,  and 
faid,  that  if  perverting  language  was  the  mode  which  he  had 
adopted,  it  was  furely  the  beft  method  of  putting  a  period  to 
all  companion  of  idea,  to  all  companion  of  difference,  on  a 
point  in  which  variety  of  fentiment  was  admifnble.  Here  he 
was  interrupted  by 

Sir  G.  Schuckburgh,  who  called  him  to  order. 

Mr  Foi.  Mr.  Fdx  faid,  that  on  all  occafions,  he  would  fubje&  his  own 
judgement  to  that  of  the  Houfe,  but  that  he  would  not  allow 
himfelf  to  be  infulted  by  any  man.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  (hew  that  he  had  tranfgrefled  the  orders  of  the 
Houfe,  he  would  Men  to  him ;  but  this,  he  was  convinced, 
he  could  not  do,  as  he  had  only  ,been  explaining  points  and 
elucidating  paragraphs  in  his  former  fpeech  which  had  been 
miiquoted*  and  to  which  ailufion  had  been  made,  - 

Ld.  Dela?al  Lord  Delaval  faid,  he  was  very  glad  he  had  not  interrupted 
the  honourable  gentleman— (meaning  Mr.  Dundas)  dn  deli- 
vering the  very  able  and  eloquent  fpeech  he  had  made,'  replete 
with  incontrovertible  arguments,  and  full  of  much  informa- 
tion, upon  the  fubje£t  wbichihehad  difcmTed.  He  made  an 
,  apology  to  the  noble  LpnLin.  the  blue  ribband,  who  ftood  up 
when  he  did,  for  detaining,  the  Houfe  from  hearing  him ;  fay- 
ing, he  was  fure  his  Lordfhip  would  confider  him  as  called 
upon  to  jnakefome  reply  to  an  honourable  gentleman,  who, 
as  he  was  informed  by  gentlemen  fitting  near  him,  had  quoted 
fome  expreflions  that  he  had  ufed  upon  a  former  day,  in  order 
tofitew  that  he  changed  his  opinion  relative  to  the  confidence 
due  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHequer,  and  given*  as  his 
•;j  reafon 
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reafon  for  havidg  attered  it,  that  he  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  concur  with- the  general  fentimeuts  of  the  People.  He 
faid  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  been  pleafed  to 
animadveit  upon  what  he  had  (aid,  was  a  young  member  of 
Parliament,  that  he  himfelf  had  fat  twenty-five  years  in  that 
Houfe;  and  he  would  venture  to  affirm, ;  there  was  not  a  gen- 
tleman within  thofe  walls  who  would  alledge  that  he  had  ever 
defer  ted  or  abandoned  any  principle  which  he  had  at  any  time 
fupported  as  a  rule  of  condudt ;  he  very  readily  acknow- 
ledged, that  what  he'underftood  the  honourable  gentleman 
bad  faid  in!  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  as  to  his  having  altered  an 
opinion,  was  true,  ahd  that  he  gloried  in  it  ;  he  fhould  al- 
ways hold  himfelf  open  to  convidHon  *  that  he  voted  with 
the  majority  of  the  laft  Parliament,  becaufe  he  fuppofed  they 
fpoket  the  fenferof  the  Bedple,  and  that  he  voted  with  the  ma- 
jority .of  the  prefent  Parliament,  becaufe  he  was  fure  they 
fpoke  the  Tenfe  of  the  People ;  that  he  had  not  altered  his 
opinion  refpe&ihg  the  right  hbnourable  gentleman,  of  whom 
he  bad  always  conceived  the  higheft  admiration,  but  tbat  he 
had  totally  changed  his  opinion  refp#£ting  a  report  calculated 
to  afie£t  tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  $  fituation  as  a  Mi- 
ni ft  er.  His  Lordihip  faid,  he  learnt  the  report  from  feveral 
honourable  gentlemen  in  the  laft  Parliament  who  fat  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  but  only  from-thisir  fpeeches  in  their 
places,'  for  that  he  never  had  converfed  with  any  of  them 
upon  .any  political  fubje£fc  whatfoever,  at  any  time,  in  private;- 
that  the  belief  of  that  report  was  formerly  very  epidemical  in 
that  Houfe ;. that  he  caught  the  infection  hi  it  on  tbe  oppofite 
beddie&;  but  that  he  did  not  fee  why  the  honourable  gentle*, 
man  ./houldie  angry  with  him  becaufe  he  had  gone  into  the 
country  and  had.  got  cured  of  it  there.;  had  not  he  ample 
j unification  for  the  alteration  of  the  opinion  he  held  during 
the  laft  Parliament  ?  ^  Wene  not  all  the  points  on  which  he 
founded  it  iri  common- whh  the  majority  of  the  laft  Parlia- ' 
ment,  and  in  which  they  differed  from  the  right  honourable 
Chancello£;.of  the  [Exchequer,  fully  at  iffue  before  the 
People  prior  to  and.  at  the  laft  general  ele&ion  i  Were  they 
not  argued  before  therrt  with  all  the  eloquence  o£  thofe  wh* 
oppofedhimi  Were  they  not. reafoned  upon  in  ptmphlets 
Written  by  thfe  ableft  party  writers,  who  placed  them  in  every 
pofiible  point  ofyiew  which  they  thought  beft  calculated  to 
convert  them>to  their  opinions  i  Were  riot  poft-chaifes,  dili- 
gence^ ftage-coaches,  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  from  the  vaft 
numbers  of  thefe  laborious  and  ingenious  publications  which 
wera  {Ufptrfed,  bro^d-whtcied  waggons,  loaded  with  them } 

Ho 
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He  did  not  blame  tbefe  nteans  of  conveying  the  lentiments 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  opponents  to  every  part 
of  the  kingdom  ;  he  was  glad  that  every  thing  that  know- 
ledge and  ingenuity  could  fugged  upon  all  the  queftions  in 
which  the  majority  of  the  laft  Parliament  had  differed  with 
the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  been 
fo  difleminated ;  but  he  urged,  that,  as  nevertheless  the  People 
4iad>  almpA  with  one  voice,  borne  loud  teftimony  to  the  vir- 
tues and  abilities  of  that  illuftrious  character,  he  felt  nounea- 
f}mis  ou  occount  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  having!  made 
remarks  upon  his  having  changed  his  opinion ;  he  differed 
extremely  with  that  honourable?  gentleman  who  had  made 
remarks  upon  his  fpeech,  in  the  opinion  he  had  given,   that 

,  either  upon  account  of  the  bill  then  before, the  Hoofe,  or  of 
any  other  meafyre,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  be- 
come  left  .popular  than  at  .the  general  election;  that  if  the 
people  of  .Gjceat  Britain  wore  at  any  time,  which  the  did  not 
helieye  WP*jW  ever  be,  the  cafe,  to  change  their  opinion  con- 
cerning the  rjght  honourable  gentleman,  he  fhoorid  think  it 
iflcumlje.M  on  hun»  a$  one  of  their  reprefentatthres,  to  alter  his 
^(H$re  a  laugh)  —Let,  fajd  his  LonHhip,  that  gentleman 
Iwgftjytipj&ink*  I  oughfcnpt  taJubfcribe  tothe  general  fen- 
tknepts  of  Jibe  People  :  it  is  confident  in  that  gentleman 
nqho  laugfoflkto  laugh,  beqaufe  he  has  declared  in  his  place, 
h#  anpreh«nfioBs  left  the  members  of  this  Houfeihoald  pay 
too:  roucJv*tfc**ion  to-  their  conftitvents.  Let  the  honour- 
able, gentleman  wjio  laughed,  afk  his  friend,  the  late  worthy 

.  i*cft*W  of  the  county  tftf  -Norfolk,  why  he!  is-  not  here,  and 
many,  othear?,  why  they  are  ahfent  ?  Hi*  Lordihrp  feid, 
that  fr&  W»*  neither  to  be  afFeOed  by  tforididcule  nor  by 
the  argujtJeoU  tbdt  |iad.  been  made  ufe  of  on  the*  fubjeft  ;— 
he  qoij&wM  that  this  high  approhatraniof  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  was  pot  confined  to  the  conftituents  of  a  few 
jdacpfo  J>ut  had  been  loudly,  prafcflhl  by  almoft^ll  the. people 
iHttoikiflgdoin ;  that  ail thofe quefWs  in  difjiute between 
tf#  Chancellor  vf  the  Exchequer  and  the  4aft~  >arlia- 
npofi,  hadrbeen  tried  before  die  awftd  jui&ibfamn  tribunal 
of  the  People,  from  whom  no  appeal  can  *te  ettefofe  thofe 
who  lanjriaed,  orbefoite  this  Hoofe;  and  he  Wo^ldi ever  con- 
tend, that  he  who  altws  and  golems  his  ppmion  by  tjiatuf  the 
People,  proves  himieif  ^  better  friend  to  the'  Conftitutien 
thantWfewho  afej&ta  langK  at  foe}*  a  ddchration.;  And 
now,  frjd.his  Lowbfyp,  having  taken  th*  liberty  off  fjpeak- 
j*g  my  fmimp*nt*t  pretty  freely,  of  thr  honourable  gentle- 
i*an4|Kfl6te  Jaoe,  ^'h^gOangh^a^ 

I  Will 
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I  will  beftow  my  praife  upon  him  for  fome  expreflions  which 
jufl  now  fell  from  hiip,  in  which  he  proceeded,  as  far  as 
the  prefent  fituation  that  he  ftands  in  would  well  admit, 
to  hint  a  wifh  for  fuch  an  union  of  abilities  and  experience 
as  was  defired  in  the  laft  Parliament — [Here  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
No.]— upon  which  his  Lordfhip  faid,  then  he  would  treat 
it  in  another  way,  and  therefore  he  declared  he  thought  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  hardly  view  it  as  neceflary 
for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  come  down  from  his 
high  ftation,  in  order  to  treat  with  him,  as  the  People  them- 
felves  had  removed  all  the  difficulties  that  Hood  in  the  way 
during  the  laft  Parliament,  of  fuch  a  treaty;  and  that  ifthoie 
who  difapproved  of  his  Lord/hip,  in  giving  his  fupport  to 
the  prefent  Minifter,  would  follow  his  example,  in  fupport-* 
ing  all  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration  which  were  calcu- 
lated for  the  benefit  of  the  Public,  it  would  at  once  put  an 
end  to  party  animofities  and  diftradtions,  and  fecure  the 
Welfare  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Francis  rofe  immediately  to  allure  the  noble  Lord,  Mr.Francit* 
tfiat  in  the  allufion  which  he  had  made  to  a  fpeech  delivered' 
by  the  noble  Lord  on  a  former  occafion,  he  had  meant  no- 
thing dMrefpeftful  to  hfrti  5  what  he  faid  upon  the  fubjedt 
was  necef&ry  to  the  purpofe  of  an  argument  he  was  then 
urging*  but  he  had  not  introduced  it  in  a  manner  that  could 
havegiveh  the  noble  Lord  offence,  had  he  been  prefent  when 
he  urged  it.    ' 

Lord  North  aflured  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  not  take  up  U.  Ncrth. 
much  of  their  time,  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  beft  way1 
to  befpeak  their  attention.  Hrs  Lordfliip  then  defcanted  with 
fome  pleafantry  ort  the  obfcrvations  of  Lord  Delaval.  with 
regard  to  the  tfkSt  of  ^what  had  lately  paffed  without  doors,,  " 
declaring,  that  although  Mr.  Coke,  the  late  worthy  repre-: 
tentative  for  Norfolk;  v*a$  no  longer  a  member  of  that" 
Houfe,  and  though  another  gentleman  had  gone  down  to 
Banbury,  in  order  to  be  chofen  in  his  ftead,  and  prevent 
him  from  continuing  a  member,  yet  he  flill  adhered  to  his 
old  opinion  ;  in  his  time,  he  faid,  he  hid  feen  many  changes 
of  opinion,  he  had  alfo  lately  witnefied  a  variety  of*  changes, 
but  notwithftanding  he  had  lived  in  a  court  a  pretty  confi- 
derabie  part  of  This  life,  and  might  on  that  account  be  expect- 
ed to  prove  fupple  and  pliant,  he  had  not  bent  to  the  pre- 
vailing .prejudices  of  the  day;  he  ftill  remained  in  the  fame 
Opinion  that  he  had  taken  up  before  the  diffolution  of  Par- 
liament ;  *  he  fttH  thought  the  bill  brought  in  by  his  right 
honourable  friend  for  the  government  of  India,  and  the  regu- 
-    VoLiXVI.  O  latipn 
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lation  of  the  Company's  affairs,  a  better  bill,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  }han  that  now  under  confideration.  He  might  be 
thought  obflinate,  he  might  be  deemed  ftubboru,  in  thus 
pertinacioufly  perfevering  to  differ  from  the  generality  i  he 
could  not  help  it,  it  was  his  opinion,  and  he  would  abide  by 
it.  Speaking  of  Lord  Thurlow,  and  juftifying  him  from  the 
fufpicion  of  having  any  inhumane  intention,  when  he  uied 
the  expreffion  relative  to  Sir  John  Covering  and  Colonel 

.  Monfon,  that  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  debates,  he  faid, 
every  expreffion  apparently  harih,  that  efcaped  men  in 
the  heat  and  ardour  of  debate,  ought  not  to  be  con- 
•fidered  with  ferioufnefs.  The  fame  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  on  the  fame  day  compared  the  Reports  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  that  Houfe  to  Robin fon  Crufoe,  and  (aid,  they 
deferved  no  better  credit.  Now  no  man,  he  believed,  imagin- 
ed that  this  was  tlie  noble  and  learned  Lord's  real  opinion, 
and  he  dared  to  fay,  his  learned  friend  oppofite.  to  hi  en  had 
not  been  angry  at  the  comparifon,  although  he  had  been  the 
-  , author  of  fome  of  thofe  Reports.  He  knew, ,  for  his  part, 
that  the  Comparifon  would  not  hold,  becaufe  they  were  not 
quite  fo  entertaining  as  Robinfon  Crufoe,  and  he  believed  his 
learned  friend  was  not  ready  to  allow,  that  they,  were  quite 
fo  fabulous.  The  only  perions  who  had  treated  them  as  if 
they  had  been  mere  romances,  had  been  the  General  Court 
oT  Proprietors  of  the  Eail- India  Company,  wins  notwith- 
ftahding  what  was  ftated  in  thofe  Reports,  and  notwithstand- 
ing a  resolution  of  that  Houfe.  di reeling,  the  recal  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  had  paid  the  Reports,  and, resolutions, of  tihe,  Houfe 
grounded  on  thofe  Reports,  no  more  regard  than  if  they 
had  been  a  fecond  chapter  of  Robinfon  Crufoe,,  .  * 
Maj. Scott.  Major  Scott  rofe  after  Lord  North;  but  the  Houfe  being 
then  very  clamourous  for  the  queftton,  the  Major,  obfe^ved, 

§ .  that  he  knew  too  well  the  refpe&  he  owed  to  the  opinion  of 
^  '    the  Houfe,  to  prefume  to  detain  them  after  their  patience  had 

.  been  with  great  reafonexjiaufled.,  If,  however,  they  would 
have  the  goodnefs  to  allow  him  three  minutes,  he  would  be 
perfectly  iatisfied,  and  he  trufted  he  fhould  in  that  time  be 
able  to  affign  fome  very  good  reafons  for  fending  the  bill  to 
a  Committee,  where  it  might  be  purged  of  the  obje&ionable 
claufes,  and  rendered  of  real  fervicexo  the  country,  ^d  the 
Eaft-India  Company.  An  honourable  gentleman,  who 
opened  the  debate  (Mr.  Francis)  had  gone  over  a  wide  field; 
he  could  not  now  follow  that  gentleman,  and  keep  n$  pro- 
mife  to  the  Houfe.  All  he  fhould  fay,  therefore,  was,  that 
he  totally  differed  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  to 
his  opinion  of  the  defperate  ftate  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal ; 

but 
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hut  he  trufted  the  Houfe  and  the  Public  would  recoiled!, 
that  in  twenty-five  days  after  the  honourable  gentleman 
landed  in  Calcutta,  in  1774,  he  tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of 
Directors  as  melancholy  a  picture  as  he  had  now  given  to 
the  Houfe.  He  then  found  Bengal  depopulated,  its  revenues 
wafted,  and  even  murders  daily  committed  in  our  moft  po- 
pulous cities.  That  defcription  was  as  fabulous  as  this 
day's:  The  honourable  gentleman  had  himfelf  feen  many 
profperous  years  in  Bengal  fince  1774;  and  he  trufted,  that 
in  the  next  ten  years  they  ftiould   iee  many  more. 

.  With  refpeft  to  the  declamation  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  he  earneftly  prayed  him  to  bring  a 
'charge  againft  Mr.  Haftings  —  He  talked  in  general  terms 
of  difobedience  of  orders  —  Would  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  have  the  goodnefs  to  defcend  to  the  level  of  com- 
mon rjaortals,  and  fpecify  one  fingle  inftance  of  fuch  dif- 
obedience ?  The  Major  faid,  he  would  confent  that  Mr. 
Haftings  (hould  fuflFer,  if  his  reafons  for  fuch  difobedience 
did  not  bear  him  out.  With  refpeft  to  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  to  be  expected  from  the  increafe  of  Indian  wealth 
and  influence  in  that  Houfe,  and  in  the  country,  he  would 
quickly  remove  the  apprehenfions  of  the  Houfe  and  the  Pub- 
Iic,by  oppofing  a  few  fimple  fa&s  to  unmeaning  and  unfoun- 
ded afiertions.  Much  had  been  faid  of  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Haftfngs  in  that  Houfe  and  in  the  nation.  He  folemnly  denied  • 
the  faft,  if  it  was  meant  to  convey  an  infrnuation  of  corrupt 
or  improper  influence ;  Mr.  Haftings  was.  as  unconnected 
with  the  prefent  as  with  the  late  Minifters —  All  he  afked 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Haftings  was  jufttce,  and  he'wanted 
neither  favour  nor  protection  from  any  man.  Much  alfo- 
tad  been  faid  of  the  influence  of  Eaft  Indians  in  general  irr  ~ 

that  Houfe  —  On  a  former  occafion  be  had  partly  refuted  a 
calumny  of  this  kind,  by  the  beft  poflible  mode,  by  an  ap- 
peal to  fafts  —  He  now  held  in  his  hand  a  paper  which 
contained  an  exaft  lift  of  all  the  civil  fervants  of  the  Com- 
pany, appointed  to  Bengal  in  the  laft  twenty-two  years, 
and  hoped  that,  with  the  remarks,  would  be  received  as 
part  of  his  fpeech.  They  were  in  number  four  hundred 
and  eiglit — of  thefe,  thirty-feven  only  had  returned  to  Eng- 
land* one  hundred  and  fifty  were  dead;  and  three  hundred 
and  twenty-one  now,  he  hoped,  live  there.  Every  gentle- 
man knew  that  Bengal  was  the  place  of  acquiring  fortunes; 
and  if  the  Houfe  would  perufe  the  whole  of  this  paper 

O2  calmly 


ioo  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1784. 

calmly  and  coolly,  they  would  be  convinced  that  there  was 
not  the  fmalleft  foundation  to  apprehend  thofe  dreadful  con*' 
fequences  which  the  /ight  honourable  genlejnan  dreaded, 
from  the  vaft  wealth  and  influence  of  Mr.  Haftings,  and 
other  EaftJndia  gentlemen.  He  fiiould  beg  the  affiftance 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Francis^  who  nodded 
a/Tent)  to  refute  the  ridiculous  ftories  that  were  propagated. 
He  knew  that  they  had  not  the  fmalleft  foundation  in  truth. 
The  Major  then  produced  a  paper,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : 

A  lift  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  in  the  civil  fervice  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  in  Bengal,  from  1762  to  1784,  fpe- 

,  cifying  the  number  that  have  returned  to  England,  who 
died  in  the  country,  or  are  now  reudent  there. 

No,  appointed.         Yean.        Returned  home.         In  BcngaJ.        Dead. 
28  1762  7  4  17 

*4  17^3  5  5  4 

*  16  «764  3  6  7 

34  176S  5  8  21 
20              1766     .3                   S  ** 

3.      *161  *       ~      * 

35  i768       5      •  16     *4 

48        1769        4         22      ,22 
24       1770       —         14      IO, 

33  ini  3  if  13 

41  *77*  •— •  26  15 

16  1773-4  —  14  2 

»  28  1775  —  *4  4 

5  l176  —  3  * 

22  1777  —  20  z 

24  1778  —  22  2 

25  1779  1  23  1 

26  1780  —  26  — 

•  28     1781     —       28     —  ' 
,i      1782     —       1     -— 

3S     ^783      —   '    3S     — 
508  37      321     150 


Names 
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jmes  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  appointed  to 
Bengal  in  the  two*and-twenty  years,  and  have  returned 
to  England. 

John  Bathoe  Robert  Colville 

Ifaac  Sage  William  Bcnfley 

.Alexander  Higginfon  John  Sbakefpear 

B.  G.  Wright  Edward  Parry 
Edward  Babcr  L.  Darell 
Charles  Goring  Richard  Sumner 
William  Harwood  Frederick  Stuart 
Alexander  Campbell  Charles  Coxe 
Evan  Law  Edward  Smith 
Edward  Golding  Richard  Griffith 
"William  Luihington  J,  P.  Auriol 

C.  W.  B.  Roufe  J.  Fydell 
G.  Ducairell  J.  Baugh 
W.  B.  Martin  C.  Fleetwood 
Thomas  Hinchman  J.  Cator 
Gideon  Johnftone      v  H/S.  Chandler 
Thomas  Pattle  George  Lucas 

W.  Thackray  Richard  Tilghraan. 

John  Hogarth 

There  is  not  a  more  miftaken  idea,  than  that  which  has 
teen  fo  induftrioufly  circulated,  and  believed,  of  the  rapid 
nd  enormous  fortunes' made  by  the  Company's  fervants  in 
Jengal.  This  lift  is  warranted  to  be  accurate,  and  it  proves, 
hat  of  five  hundred  and  eight  civil  fervants,  appointed  in 
he  laft  twenty- two  yearj,  thjrty-feven  only  have  returned 
:o  this  country,  one  hundred  and  fifty  are  gone  from  whence 
they  never  can  return  $  and  according  to  every  probablfc 
calculation,  not  thirty-feven  of  the  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  now  in  Bengal,  will  return  in  the  next  ten 
years  with  fortunes  acquired  in  India — of  the  thirty-feven 
who  have  returned,  not  a  man  has  brought  home  an  enor- 
mous fortune ;  many  of  them  lefs  than  2o,oooI.  fome  of 
them  not  a  (hilling :  nor  has  one  fortune,  to  my  knowledge, 
been  rapidly  acquired ;  and  of  the  whole  number,  two  only 
are  members  of  the  Houfe.  - 

The  fortunes  that  have  been  acquired  by  military  gentle-* 
men,  who  have  gone  out  or  been  appointed  cadets  or  offi- 
cers in  Bengal,  in  the  laft  twenty-two  years,  are  ftill  more 
inconfiderable*    In  that  lime  above  1200  officers  have  been 

appointed    . 


"  / 


io2  PARLIAMENTARY      .    A;  17J 

,  appointed  in  Bengal,  but  not  thirty  of  the  i?oo  Have  | 
^  turned  with  any.  fortunes, at  all;  and  two,  Captain  V>i 

therfton  and  myfelf,  have  the  honour  to  fit  in  this  Hou! 
Of  this  number  I  know  only  five  who  have  brought  hoc 
above  20,oool.  and  many  have  returned  with  lefs  than  $oci 
About  thirty  officers  Tince  have  returned,  being  difabled  j 
wounds  or  ill  health,  and  have  now  a  very  bare  fubfifte^ 
from  Lord  Clive's  military  fund. 

That  large  fortunes  have  been  acquired  in  Bengal,  t 
man  will  doubt;  but  the  time  is  long  fince  pafled.  A 
trfc  firft  revolution,  in  1756,  upon  the  Englilh  acquirin 
power  in  Bengal,  and  in  confequence  of  the  battle  of  Plaffej 
fome  very  enbrmous  fortunes  were  made. 

Again,  in  the  firft  acquifition  of 'the  Duannee,  whei 
the  entire  government  of  a  great  .'kingdom  devolved  upol 
a  very  few  Engliih  gentlemen,  rapid  and  enormous  fci 
tunes  were  made  by  two  or  three  of  them,  nor  was  it  poll 
Cble  it  fliould  be  otherwife.  > 

Our  Commanders  in  Chief,  too;  in  thofe  days,  Genenl 
Smith,  and  "Sir  Robert  Barker,  acquired  very  large  for< 
tunes  from  the  power  and  influence  they  enjoyed,  by  be- 
ing conftantly  at  Allahabad  with  the  King,  or  in  the  Vizier'! 
country. 

Again,  by  the  treaty  of  1775  with  the  prefent  Vizier,  the 
entire  management  of  Oude  fell  (as  Mr.  Haftings  foretoW 
it  would)  into  the  hands  of  the  refident  at  his  court  — 
This  was  naturally  the  fource  of  great  influence,  and  gretf 
emolument  to  two  Engiifh  gentlemen,  not  yet  returned 
to  England.  - 

It  is  a  circumftance  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  all  the 
civil  fervants  who  have  gone  out  in  the  laft  twelve  years, 
that  is,  fince  Mr.  Haftings  .became  Governor,  only  one  has 
returned,  and  that  gentleman  never  profited  fixpence  by  his 
appointment ;  for  he  quitted  Bengal  either  before  it  ar- 
.nve4,  or  ,a  very  few.  months  after,  with  an  unblc- 
mifhed  reputation  — He  returned  with  his  relation,  Mr. 
Francis.       N 

It  is  equally  worthy  "of  remark*  that  not  a  fingle  gentle- 
man,  who  has  been  in  the  Governor  General's  family, 
.civil  or  military*  has.  returned  to  England,  with  any  for- 
tune, myfelf  excepted;  and  I  certainly  did  not  acquires 
.fortune  in  Mr.  Haftings's  family:  I  brought  with  me,  or 
left  behind,  about  7000I.  being  all  that  I  acquired  ia 
fixteen  years. 
'  *  If 
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If -iuch  is  the  ftate  of  die4 fortunes  acquired  by  gentlemen  - 
p pointed  to  Bengal,  far  the  laft  two  and  twenty  years,  it  * 
rill  be  found,  upon  inve (ligation,  that  the  fortunes  acquired  . 
t  Madrafs  and  Bombay,  by^entlemen  of  the  fame  ftaudiqg, 
re  ft  ill  more  incoiifiderable.     They  are  fewer  in  number;  . 
nd  I  do  not  fuppofe,  that  thirty  gentlemen,  who  went  out  ' 
i  or  fince  176a,  have  returned  to  England  from  both  Pre- 
sidencies,    This,  however,  is  capable  of  proof :  but  as-Ben**. 
ral  has  been  called  the  garden  of  Lden,  I  confine  myfelf  to  , 
hat  fpot.    Enorm9US  as  were  the  fortunes  acquired  in  Ben-.., 
;al  at  the  battle  of  Plafley,  by  which  an  empire  was  con-  * 
juered   for  Great  Britain,    and   at  our  acquisition  of  the  [ 
L>uarjnee,  they  did  not  amount  to  fo  much  as  was  acquired 
->y  individuals  here,  by  one  of  the  noble  Lord's  loans,  during -t 
the  late  .calamitous  and  urifotfunate  war.     I  fball  be  trujy  , 
happy,  if  it  /hould  be  my  good  fortune,  by  preferving  that  * 
Tacreu  regard  to  truth,  from  which  I  have  never  yet  deviated^  . 
to  remove  from  the  minds  of   the  Public  thofe.  prejudices  . 
which  have  been  inftilled  into  them  by  the  bold  aflertions  : 
of  men  who  have  (aid  and  unfaid,  juft  as  it  anfwered  their  * 
political  piirpofes;  and  who,  when  they  were  in  theplenw  , 
tude   of  power  npver  dared  to  do  what  they  ought  to  have 
done,  if  they  r#a]ly  thgught  Mr.  Haftirigs  a  delinquent,  that 
is,  to  have  brought  in  a  bill  for  his  removal  upon  fome  one 
fpecific  charge.     Inftead  of  this,  what  is  it  they  did  ?    Their 
leader  uccufed  him  of  a  crime,  for  which,  if  he  had.  been 
guilty,  his  life  would  have, been  too  poor  a  facrifice ;  he  theij  o 
declared,*  be  meant  nothing  perfonal  again  ft  bimj  and  in  the  ' 
end,    th<s   Mr.  Haftings,    this   notorious  delinquent,    was 
offered  a  full  and  free  pardon  for  all  his  offences,  provided', 
his  friends  woijld  tacitly  fubmit  to  fee  the  Company,. his  be-  f 
nefa&ors  and  prefervers,  deprived  of  their  rights,  and  plun-  * 
dered  of  their  property.  '         " 

The  Houfe  again  called  for  the  queftion.  .       ' 

Mr.  Dcmpfter  entreated  their  patience  for  the  hundredth  JMr,  Dtmp- 
part  of  a  minute;  he  faid  he  would' ftate  his  objections  to,*cr« 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  without  arguing  upon. them— % 
The  negative  of  the  Crown  upon  the  Company'*  appoint-. 
mentor-Mr.  Pitt  faid  in  a  low  voice  acrofs  the  Houfe,  "  I ; 
"  will  give  up  that,"— The  appointment  of  the  three  Com-'- 
roanders  in  Chief—"  I  will  give  that  up  alfo." — Very  well, \ 
faid  Mr.  Dempfter ;  if  you  give  up  the  next  point  to  which  % 
I  object,  I  will  vote  for  the  bill :  I  will  never  confent  that . 
the  Court  of  Proprietors  ifaall  be  deprived  of  their  franchifes :  t 
—I  think  the  lots  of  our  freedom  would  foon  follow— Mr. ! 
* <  Pitt 
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Pitt  gave  an  unfavourable  «  Mr/*— Mr .  Dempfter  laid,  tha 
be  would  oppofe  the  bill— He  obje&ed  to  the  fele&ion  a 
judges  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  they  had  already  a 
fegiflative  and  a  fuperintending  and  controling  power,  bnj 
they  had  not  a  judicial  capacity ;  and  he  for  one  would  not 
be  forced  to  be  a  judge— [A  loud  laugh.]  He  begged  leave  tha 
to  fuggeft  to  the  Houfe  what  he  had  often  thought  would  k 
the  belt  thing  that  could  be  done  with  the  territorial  poffit 
fions — He  knew  the  Houfe  would  not  liften  to  a  propofitioc 
for  reftoringthem  to  the  natives;  probably  they  would  net 

Erern  them  better  than  we  do ;  he  would  not  abandon  the 
ge  body  of  our  fellow  fubje&s,  who  were  actually  in  Ino\ 
earning  their  bread,  he  might  truly  fay,  with  the  fweat  of 
their  brow ;  but  he  would  propofe,  that  His  Majefty  {houli 
be  requefted  to  fend  over  one  of  his  fons,  and  make  him 
King  of  that  country :  we  might  then  make  an  alliance  or 
federal  union  with  him,  and  then  we  could  enjoy  all  the 
advantage  that  could  be  derived  from  the  pofleffioii  of  the 
Eaft  lames  by  Europeans— the  benefit  of  commerce. 

The  queftion  being  called  for,  a  divifion  took  place,  at 
midnight :  when  there  appeared,  • 

For  die  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  -    -  276 
Againft  itt  -         -         -        **     61 

Majority  of  courfe  for  the  bill,  -  -  215 
The  Speaker  then  left  the  chair,  and  the  Houfe  went  into 
a  Committee,  Lord  Mahon  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Chan.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  exprefled  the  fatisfaftion  which  he 
cdlor  Pitt,  felt  from  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  in  having  thus  for- 
warded the  bill  for  the  Regulation  of  India ;  the  decided  fup- 
port  with  which  fo  refpedtable  a  majority  honoured  the 
irieafure,  encouraged  him  to  hope  for  their  farther  acquief- 
cence  in  making  a  progrefs  even  at  this  late  hour  (between 
twelve  and. one  o'clock;)  he  had  been  aflured,  that  no  op- 
position was  intended  to  the  commitment  of  the  bill>  yet  a 
vfery  confiderable  one  was  made  to  it,  therefore  lie  felt  nitn- 
fetf  under  the  neceffity  of  intreating  the  patience  of  the 
Houfe,  to  porfue  the  intention  with  which  the  bill  was  this 
davfto  be  lard  before  them,  though*  at  fq  very  late  an  hour. 
The  advanced  time  of  the  feffion,  which  had  not  been  an  idle 
one,  urged,  that  procraftination  fhould  6e  avoided*  and  that 
the  bufinefs  fhould  be  entered  on  accordingly  as  it  was 
intended  for  this  day ;  and  as  the  bill  in  its  general  principle, 
came  fo  well  recommended  by  the  authority  which  it  brought 
from  the  Houfe,  he  trufted  that  the  minute  and  component 
*"  *  parts 
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parts  lwou14  'not :be  <f)bjcSs  ,rf  <any  opposition  which  might 
unneceffarily  deday:-the  Hoofe,  he  therefore  moved,  that  the 
bill  be  read;  paragraph  by  paragraph*/  i..:: 

'     Mri  Fox  thought  the  rigfit  'honourable  gentlerhan's  opi*  Mr.  Fox. 
niortv    inllebrnrhjcimg,  that   theomore   minute,  (as  be  was 
pleafell  to  fay  >•  parts  of  thehili  imight  pafsof  courfe,  becaufe 
the  genera]  principle  had  been  /tarried,  was  rather  Angular* 
xvrieij'  tKe.cauferJdf  that  oppofition  which  was  made  to  the  .  ,.; 

hill's  comnaitmsht*.  was  thofe.  very  cbuaes  which  the  right 
honorable. gejuleman  iiowAjleddrnpute  fiooerclaufe  eftab- 
lifhed  CommifiipBers  for  th*.goyer*iment  :of  India  ;  another 
erected  a  tribunal  for  the  pyntfhment  of :  deiinqoents,'  and 
were  thefe "mtruite^  Tothafc gen tleman  they, might Xeetn  fo,  -  -,.».  t.' 
hut  tlipir  im^rAaijice.recjuiFieifl'jniat^re i  difcuffiwv;  and  at  fo 
late  an  houclliQ;thoughtf  enfering  upbnfo.  weighty,  aifuhje£k 
rather  precipitating  the  matter;  -he  therefore  ttrge<J,ibe  put* 
ting  off .ttoij&rthef  confid^atioia  af  it  for  the .pveieitf1.  .He 
&lfo  -argued,  .that  it  was  in  jrcaeral.underftood,  that  the  con- 
cvfjrwf  e:of  jjie  , j&8>lj^a-(^Tipaj&y44was  badi  to  this,  bill  j  % 
this  he  had  reafon  to  believe  was  not  the  cafe  ;  he  had,  fr6tni 
authority,  a^anyOr^rons"  f5[r  fe^a^lhat  t>e  Prc^rjeidrs* .  .1:. 

Gpn(enCwas  not  with  mftny  fc&tf  s  xw*-the  biH*-*he  wiflieri  thfe 
MmiA^r  >VQ^i4te  ^ptictt ;  that  he*  would  ftandi  forth  and 
avbw;h$w.  Ja*^he  -wss.fuppQrted.by  Ad  qpinim.of  the  Com- 
pany.] (  He  huftfc}f{M*'Fb$)  admitted qu?ftidosfaiiift  asife*  ^ 
.whicb'.woiAM  ^^.cQnirolindifpen^hle^TihdtliAt  that  con- 
trol, whiph  .might,  meet  ,the  ,  fqjiajifcrobatoioai  of.  the  Com- 
pany, would  be  an  ineffectual  remedy  for  the  complaints  to 
be  removqdji  for  flhlMfc^i^IdAr^wlU  jwatcanftriWd,  ail  .the 
mifchiefs:  ar9ftTlia$,w§re  «0^v  explained ,oi; obi*  hd  would 
have  it  undgs8oo&  that  ^fteL£Qrur.pl  going  *a  bcj;eftabli{hed, 
went  farther  fhan.the  confetH  oftbeCompaoy  attended  it. 
:    Mr;  CtofiteHorc#<f  :rep3^  nq  farther  Mr.  Cham 

confent  r^auk^d  ;now,  tbao^diere  whs  jia  the.  fatft' ftffion,  ceU-rPitl- • 
\vhen  the  Fame  matter  was  before xh&* Hpufe  daen':  to  the 
gener4)  Itnosiptertf  tjhs  Wither*  was.  tio.diflenf  at, that  time  m 
or  now ;  ,afld  though,  thgre,  yas,:a;dtffohtfLon  of  Parliament 
fijKfte^yep  ihW  wa^:»p  ^fl&tfiafr^fahe, Company  ear. Pro- 
'pri&frnrt*  render,  new  Jeajshpflgs  G»Uhe.  occafiob  neceflary 
to  he.reforted  to  at  prefent.  There  was  not  any. cjjaeftion 
npw  w.h'iGh  jnvolyedr  the;  anriMnlatioh/and  confifcation  of 
right  and  property*  -  Jtfifti<#*;3S*faY\as'  expediency  would 
permit,  was.  confulted  on  the  prefent  occafipt*;,  and  yet  fuch 
W¥  &t.  CQn^ucJ.  iafcefldei  te:he*pAtffc*di  j&at  every  iodul- 
/>  VHl,  XVL  *  P  gence 
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gence  whs  made  to  thofe  who  were  to  be,  the  objo&s  of  tk 
bill,  >  or  who  would  be  coacerned  in  its  operation* 
Mr.  Powyi.      Mr.  Ptwys  declared  hiotiplf  unwilling  to  enter  ibto  a  bufi-j 
-  "•    '•  ntft  of  that  importance  at  fo  late  an  hour.    He  faid,  that 
though  be,  voted  for  the  commitment  of  the  bill,   yet  his 
fentimtnfcs  bidJiim  a&  very  tidier ently  on  foipe  of  its  clau&s, 
which  he  did  not  approve  ofc .% 
Mr.  Martin  *    M**  Martifi*  feetiments  wetos  fimilar.    He  requested,  that 
as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (hewed  fo  much.concern 
for  theconftitotion  in  pontics,  that  he  would  fhew  a  little 
alfofor  that  of  the  members,  *mi  not  prefs  a  manor  of  that 
freight  at  io  advanced  an  honrv    r 
Mr.suri-  ♦    Mr*  Sbtt»da»  faid,  that  fo  fer  from  the  confent  of  tbe 
***•  Company  afhially  being  with  the  right  feoaourable  gentle- 

man inih^prefent  meagre,  that  he  thought  himfelf  autho- 
rise^ t6*!kK  if  be  had  not  even  had  thediftat  of  the  Com- 
pany Agnized  to  him  ?  And  if  they  had  not  a  meeting  post- 
poned to  Tuefday  from  yeftetdajs,  to  take  into  confederation 
feterai  obje<Siens  vthich  ubey  eadrefled  to  have  to  the  prefect 
bi»i   .  ,     .:.:    i-m.  .1.....      - 

Mr.  Smith. '  Nfr.  &m*£,  Chairman  oft&e  EaA4ndia  Company*  replied, 
that  the  Court,  which  wlas  brig  yefterdfcy  upon  the  buunefs 
had  adjourned  to  Tuefdvy,  a»:they  thw  exited  to  havt 
trie  bhnta  filled  up,  before  which  time  they  cfculd  net  give 
g»  opinion^  they  agreed,  be  foid,  in  tine  jpnneip&v  that  they 
were  fatisfied  to  rejign  fart  of  thei#  polttJesl  eontrol*  as  a 
concede* otv  for  the  acfonta&e*  which  they  reared  from 
Government.  '      •    ^ 

Mr.  Aider-      Mtf  Alderimo  Nmutikm  fatd,  he;  had  heard  it  mentioned 
maivNcwn.  at*he  Cowtfof  Dire&ofs,  that  the  prefer*  Jul!  was  ten  time* 
***•         worfe  thafc  tbe  former*  (MfeJfafo)    This  wag  %rified,  he 
fatiL  by  a  t er y/gsneral  concurrence  of  the  Proprietors  present 
v  -    yefiprday.'  As-  to  tlie.eottipaaratiftf [merits *>f  either,  he  did 
11  •-' rt0tiifoke-u|loft  him  tojndge^fcut  fuch  wete  the  epinitfes  that 
prevailed^.  r^hi«  knowledge^     '  ::•  .rr..r  •* 

Mr.  Atkin.      Mfv  &&*[**  faid,  that  a  very  teamed  gemtetaan  haH  made 
fon.  along  fpetch  on  the  buiduefs;  but  he,  who  was:  prefent,  ,did 

not  fittd  above  otoe  O?  two  t&Tdes  very  particular  On  that 
pomt,  as  they  intend!*!  eo  **ft  thttr  decifiofc  on  the  re^urt  of 

Tuefday.     *  :  ■      .•'..-.    \    ".. -  -  I  --.  ;  | 

Mr. Hufley.  Mr;  i&#^  retjueftai  that  the  blanks  in  tbfc biHs  torght  be 
filled  up  this  night*  ftib>fito*t&%  and  he  recommitted  on  tbe 
day*  when  gentlemen  might  turn  their  full  attention  to" them. 
This  he  reootoitfendad  *ii  a  matted  to  which  all  fides  ef  the 
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Houfe  oaight  4gr^e,  as  k  bow  feemed  to  be  thfc  otily  $dint 
which  divided  them.  * 

Mr.  Chancellor  /***  faid,  he  did  not  wifh  to  ptoccaftinate  Mr.  Chan- 
the  fcufinefs ;  this  day  he  would  have  applied,  as  he  intend*  ceUor  Pitt* 
ed  to  fotward  the  biil ;  it  would  be  doing  nothing  to  proceed 
in  that  mariner,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite 
to  hkn  (Mr.  Fox)  had  declared  his  opinion  contrary  to  fome  <> 

of  thefe,  he,  and  thofe  gentlemen  with  whom  alone  he  con* 
fulted,  entertained ;  he  would  not,  therefore,  wifh  to  be 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  fueh  information  as  the  Committee 
would  give.    ' 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  on  the  bufinefs ;  and  when  the 
Chairman  came  to  that  claufe  which  ftates  the  number  of 
Conumffioners  to  be  fix,  two  of  whom  were  to  be  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  for  the  time  being,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  home  department,  befides  four  others 
to  be  of  His  Majefty's  Privy  Council,  and  three  to  be  a 
quorum, 

Mr.  Fox  defined  to  be  informed,  if  orders  iffued  by  tbefe  Mr.  T&;  " 
Commiffioners  were  to  be  figned  by  thofe  of  the  oommtffion 
who  were  of  the  Cabinet.  The  neceffity,  he  faid,  arofe  for 
pointing  out  the  two  officers  above  mentioned,  as  they  muft 
be  of  the  Cabinet ;  and  hard/hips  might  arife  where  thefe 
Commiffioners,  who  were  not  of  the  Cabinet,  might  autho- 
rife  raeafures  for  the  condudk  of  the  Company  s  fcnrants, 
which  would,  perhaps,  militate  againft  the  views  qf  the 
Government  in  this  country,  and  of  which  they  might  b* 
ignorant.  He,  therefore,  thought  that  the  nation  ought  to 
Ijave  them  refponfible,  and  not  nominal  officers,  to  whom 
they  might  look,  as  to  all  other  officers  in  his  Majefty's 
executive  Government :  but  if  the  avocations  of  thefe  place* 
might  render  the  interference  of  the  gentlemen  who  filled 
them  to  as  not  to  be  refponfible,  by  putting  their  fignature* 
tp  the  orders  ifiued,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  prefident,  chair- 
map,  or  fome  fuch  officer  among  the  Commiffioners,  to  be 
the  oftenfible  and  refponfible  chara&er  to  the  Public  for  what 
was  to  be  done  by  that  Board,  and  that  that  perfon  fhould 
be  a  Cabinet  Miniflter,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  meafures  of 
Government  and  the  Company  from  jarring. 

Mr.  Eden  fupported  the  obfervations  or  his  friend,  and  ifr,  l 
faid  this  Houfe  would  find  it  an  auk  ward  hardship,  in  cafe 
of  mtfmarugement  and  mifcondu£t,   not  to  know  who  to 
afli,  or  from  whom  to  demand  fuch  information,  as  they 
had  continually  a  right  to. 

?  z  Mr.  . 
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Mr.  Shtn- "   Mr.SbtrMan  faid,  as  there  Were  no  fpecific  chara&et-s  to  \* 
dan.  pointed  out  for  the  commiffion,  the  two  officers  mentioned 

ought  to  lie  refponilhle  for  their  fignatures )  and  refuelled, 
that  a  meafure  of  fuch  importance  might  be  deferred  to  a 
more  proper  hour  and  a  fuller  Houfe. 
Mr.  Chin-  •    Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  the  officers  of  ftate  men- 
cellw  Pitt,  tioned  were  to  be  refponfible,  and  not  nominal  co  mm  ifli  oners; 
and  that  due  care  fhould  always  be  taken  for  the  inftru&ion 
of  the  Board,  as  far  as  what  might  relate  toj  cr  interfere  witb,  I 
the  Government  of  this  country  ;  and  he  was  not  of  opinion, ' 
that  it  would  be  neceflary  for  thefe  officers  to  fign  every  dif- 
patch,  as  the  bufinefs  could  be  Well  managed  by  the  remaining 
members  of  the  commiffion,  unlefs  in  matters  of  importance. 
Mr.  Fox.  *  -    Mr.  Fox  argued,  that  a  cabinet  minifler  only  was  compe- 
*  tent  to  judge  of  what, was  important  in  that  line;  and  this 
declaration  induced  him  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the  two  officers 
of  ftate  muft  be  neqeflarily,  from  the  weight  of  their  own 
bufinefs,  fometimes  nominal.  , 

*foc  J3>*A-     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  and  the  Houfe  divided  on  the 
celor  Pkt.  queflion,  when  the  numbers  were, 

For  the  bill  to  ftand  as  it  was,       ...       -       92 
For  Mr.  Fox's  motion, 4i  to  defer  the  confi* 

deration  of  the  claufe,"      c  •»       -      -      r         7 

■  1 

s     ,  Majority  for  the  Minifter,       .■*---      85 

When  the  Committee  came  to  the  claufe  that  empowers 
the  Board  of  Control  and    Superintendence   to    originate 
orders, 
Mr.  Ch«-     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,   by  way  of  amendment,   to 
cellar  Wtt»  modify  the  claufe,  by  leaving  out  the  words  conveying  a 
pofitive  power  to  originate  orders  at  will,  and  to  infert  words 
authoring  the  Board  to  originate  orders,  in  cafe  the  Court 
of  Directors  neglect  to  tranimit  difpatches  to-the  Board  after 
fourteen  days  notice,  upon  any  one  fubjeit,  which  the  Board 
may  think  neceflary  to  take  up. 
The  amendment  was  carried.4  - 
Mr.  Atkin-     Mr.  Jtkinfon  faid,  he  rofe  to  return  the  right  honourable 
fun.  gentleman  hi&  thanks  for  the:  alteration  he  propofed, '  as  it  in 

facl  removed  his  principal  objection  to  the  bill. 
Hti&Qiv  Major  Scott  faid,  that  he  fhould  he  unpardonable,  indeed, 
if,  after  having  kept  his  word  with  the  Houfe  as  to  three  mi- 
nutes, he  fhould  now,  that  morning  was  advanced,  intrude 
on  the  Committee  for  more  than  a  fingle  minute.  He  merely 
rofe  to  return  this  thanks  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
and  to  tell  him?  that  he  had  attended  a  Committee  appointed  to 

.'-   *  watch 
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watchover  the  rights  of  the  Company  on  Tuefday  lafl :  that 
he  then  held  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  the  bill  which  he  brought 
"with^him  from  that  Committee/ and  the  alteration  now  pro* 
pofed  precifely  met  the  ideas  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  at- 
tended on  that  day,  as  would  appear  from  the  mark  on  the 
margin,  which  he  had  made  in  conformity  to  their  fentiments 
and  his  own.  He  could  affure  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  thatCommittee  was  compofed  of  very  refpe&able 
and  very  induftrious  men  ;  and  that  they  had  done  good  fer- 
vice*  to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  to  the  nation  too, 
during  thelaft  winter,  by  their  honeft  and  indefatigable  at- 
tempts to  open  the  eyes  of  the  People  of  England,  and  to 
convince  them  of  the  evil  tendency  of  the  bill  brought  in  laft 
year. 

The  Committee  having  thus  proceeded  through  the  part  of 
the  bill  which  applied  to  the  domeftic  regulation  of  India,  re- 
ported progrefs,  and  alked  leave  to  refume  itlelf  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  would  take  that  opportunity,  Mr.Chta- 
as  he  faw  fo  full  an  attendance,  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  in  cellor  Pitt* 
opening  the  budget,  he  had  taken  bccafion  to  .mention  the 
civil  lilt,  andto  ftate  that  there  had  a  debt  accrued,  and  was 
accruing  upon  it ;  he  wifhed  therefore  to  give  notice,  that  he 
meant  on  Monday  next  to  bring  that  matter  under  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  if  there  was  a  debt  upon  the  civil  lift,  it  un-  Mr,  F«u 
doubedly  was  right  to  bring  that  debt  forward,  and  to  ftate 
it  to  the  Houfe  ;  but  he  was  a  little  furprifed  at  hearing 
fuch  a  debt  was  accruing,  becaufe  he  had  been  informed  by 
the  Board  of  Treafury,  with  which  he*  might  be  fuppofed  to 
have  the  greateft  connection,  that  the  civiMift  was  kept  within 
bounds'during  the  fhort  exiftence  of  the  Adminiftration  in 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  have  a  fhare. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  again  to  affure  the  Houfe,  that  if  Mr-  chf"- 
the  infferrnation  he  had  received  was  correct,  the  greateft  part cellor  *liU 
of  the  debt  in  queftion  had  accrued  during  the  exiftence  of 
that  very  Board  of  Treafury,  to  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  juft  alluded  ;  a  full  and  exaft  ftate  of  the  debt* 
and  of  the  periods  of  time,J  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  accrued,  was  now  preparing,  ano*  fliould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe. 

July  19,  •* 

Sir  William  Dolben  moved  for  a  fum  of  money  to  be  paid  Sirwilium 
to  Weekes  Dolben,  Efq.  in  difcharge  of  an  old  claim  which  VMzn. 
he  had  on  the  Ordnance,  a*  the  representative  of  the  late 

'-—  ■  -  Weekes, 


■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  Wcetes,,  Efy   He  explained  the  m&ttor;, and,. -after 
9  debate,  the  motion  waa  negatived 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Captain  Brjereton  for  the 
fqnr  of  20OQI.  expended  by  him  in  fer vices  to  Government 
at  the  Philippine  Ifiapds.     The  petition  wa$  reje£led. 

The  order  of  the  day  haying  been  read  for  the  Houfe  to  re~ 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  m  order,  tq  proceed  in  filling  up 
the  blanks,  and  amending  the  claufes  of  the  Eaft-Iodia  bill, 
Mr.  Sheri.     .  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe.  and  ohferved,  that  when  the  right  ho- 
*«•           tiourable  gentleman  had  opened,  the  fubje&  o£  his  prelent  bill, 
though  he  had  ftated  it  as  his  intention  to  combine  the  three 
objects  of  it  together,  and  put  them  all  in  one  bill ;  yet  ho 
had  not  fighified  any  determination  tenacioofly  to  adhere  to 
that  purpofe,  but  had  given  the  Houfe  to  underftand,  that  if 
it  tttould  be  the  wtfh  of  any  number  of  gentlemen  to  have 
them  feparated,  that  he  fihould  have  no  objection.    Mr,  She- 
ridan declared,  that  the  part  of  the  bill  that  went  to  the  insti- 
tution of  a  new  judicature,,  was  of  fo  much  importance,  that 
he  could  not  but  wifh  extremely  that  it  was  feparated  and 
put  into  a  diftind:  bilL    He  reminded  Mr,  Pitt,  that  he  had 
bimfeJf  ftated  his  ideas  upon  that  part  of  the  bill  as  by  no 
means  fettled  and  confirmed  in  his  own  mind,  but  had  rather 
thrown  them  out  as  hints  of  what  he  thought  might  be  done, 
and  had  called  upon  gentlemen  in  a  very  candid  way  for  their 
fontiments,  in  order  tba,t,by  their  afiiftance  the  infiitution  of  a 
new  tribunal  might  be  fo  modified  and  guarded*  as  to  leave  little 
room  for  objection.    Mr.  Sheridan  fatd,  emboldened  by  thcfe 
fentiments  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  now  rofe 
with  the  hopes  of  perfuading  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  divide  his  bill  into  two  at  leaft,  by  which  means  that  which 
related  to  the  inftitutioi*  pf  the  new  judicature  might  come 
fairly  under  con fi deration,  and  receive  that  diftinft  degree  of 
difcuflion  which  the  very  great  importanceof  it,  and  the  ferieus 
effedl  it  would  have  on  the  criminal  jurrfdi&ioii  o£,tbis; 
country,  well  entitled  it  to.    As  rw*  delay  would  be  occafi* 
oned  by  this  divifioia  Qf  the  bill,  and  as  every  poffiblepnfpofe 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  propofe  to  himfelf 
from  going  on  with  the  whole  of  it  as.  one  bill,  would  be  e£» 
feftuaTly  anfwered,  he  trufted  there  could  be  no  obje&ion  to 
fuch  a  propofition,  and  therefore  he  rhoved,  "  That  it  be  an 
M  inftrufiion  to  the  Committee,  that  the  bill  be  divided  into 
"  two  bills/' 
jdr>  Chw  •      l^r ^Chancellor  Tin  faid,  if  he  was  fore  that  a  mot wn-  like 
ceiioi  Pitt,  the  prrefent  c;arae  from  an  honourable  gentleman  defcoaA  of 
lending  his,  uffiftauce  to  enabk  both  bills  to  forvivft  thft.qpft* 
„ mioft 
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ration,  propofed,r  hfe?  &  thktisffc/.iliotilff  ft«  more  readily  giv* 
ft  bis  aflent.  He  feaWd,  however,  that  was  t\6i  the  fa£t.  He 
admitted  that  it  was  very  true* 'oft  tfte  day  'of  his  opening  the 
had  'not 'debited  trimfelf  particularly  tenacious  of 


til 


bitf.thathehad^ 


fe&  of  the'  iiew  tribunal 


the  ideas  he  h?cl  fuggetfed  oh  tfcefubf 
to,Ib^liiiftitiitfc(r,ftfr  &6  trial  of  dfeiiilqttent*  in  India,  after 
their  return  home  3,  nor  bad  heexprefled  any  very  determined 
tSSlution  tbeompMend  h  uftd&'the'prefent  bill;  but  the 
inore  h>  )iad  thought  upon;  nVftfuJ  the  ttuste  he  had  heard 
iqpp9;.cte  fiib^e&^iii,  general.  *iM!*tticire  he  tv^is  Convinced  it 
ought  tol  he  comprehended in  thfe  Jfenje  bill,  that  contained 
the  provlfions  for  the  inftitutjqn  bf'a  Board  of  Control. and 
Superintendence*  At  Jifcme,  and1  for  the  regulations  of  the 
Government:  fif  lifdfit^Tw  newrTudifcature  was  a  neceflar* 
part  x>f  the  wjiofe  fyftem,  and  without  it,  he  Was  perfuaded^ 
the  Wo  other1  parts  would  appear  extremely  imperfefi  ,qnd  de- 
feijifv^  As  &r/r<h^l«fb>e,.a^regiitdDed  his  awn  opinion,  lie  was 
-  richer  inclined  ,ta£pep  the  bill  as  kwas,  ahd  let  all  itsobjeft* 
be  feeo  at  bn'qe'l  but  if  he1  cowld|be  #Tured,  that  no  delay 
tvoyM  be  oC'cafionSd  ^^^  proposition  now 

hiade;  ajid  tliatVtfei4^  V? as  n<5t  in  tn£  prefent  proportion  aja* 
tent .intent  iwlp arf&npt  tX  polfpflfne  tli£  paffing  of  the  part 
illative  to  tpe'mtfitijtiQn  of  a  hew  tribunal  for  this  felfcori  $ 
he  did  not  know '^ut' his  defire  to  Wet  the  wifbes  pf  thfe 
other  fide  of  th^Houfe,  and.  to  'obtaf^  the  concyirfence  of 
gentlemen,  Wlio  Were;  not  much  hy  jtfietiaoit  of  thinking  vvith 
hiin,  miotic  iftduce'bito  to  give  WaV:J' fte  hoped  thatgentle* 
{neh Would  >ecdffe&,  'KbweietV'tnattfte.bill,  as  it  ftood,  had 
Been  reaH  tWice^'and1  after  a  deflate  of  cdnfiderfible  length,  fer 
veral  of  the  claufes,  had,  gone,  tlvaugh'.the  Committee}  hi 
fef?e?o*i  thereftr^^^  prefenrp^opo^tibn  was  given  way. to, 
tlieJribunal'Dirt.wbdld  have  tb:paf$  through  the  ftagesovef 
again  ^hat  tfhaoV  already  travelled.— £Mr,  Sheridan  faidiacroft 
tl^^bufe,  «  O  «V?  nor  an  hour  *Kll  be  loft?  both-ottb 
•*  JfaiUy  he  reported  fdpafatefy,  wlifch  the  Committee  fnaltes  iu 
*]i$oiis*vAiMi  £a  together 'to,  the  third  readfhg.*}~lVfr«: 
J^fia'ncert'or,  f  itt.  faiil^  if  the  cafe'werfe i  To,'  and  that  Could  b* 
8oiie  accordirSg  tp^beo'rdet  of  t^e.Hoate,  much  of  his  objec- 
*?A-^  would  uhdpu'b^ecjly  be  removed'/  '  He  hoped,  however, 


^ri  would  uhdbtiW#y  be  removed':    He  hoped,  \ 

ifjlfe  did  cohfetit'^aiylde'  ,the  bill!'  it  was  tb  be  underfteod] 

ftjfirthe  bthef  fla^bf'the  fiphfe  liiganf  to  a£t  fairly; 


and  that 


-.   -r-      H'gPf  5-  —  - , ..--*, -* 

agkftfft  (WSpS&erVle^ving  thd'Aair^  *-  'J 
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The  Speak-     The  Sbgpfa  informed  tbe  right  honourable  gentleman, 

«*•  that  the  form  of  the  proceeding  was,  if  ari  inftrudion  fimilar 

tc*that  moved  were  to  pafs,  feparate  reports  of  the  feparate 
parts  would  be.  made  by  the  Chairman,  q{  the. Committee  ; 
two  tylls  would  then-  be  engroffed,  and  proceed* to  the  .thfrd 
reading,  .without  eithet  of  them  going  baqk  to  any  former 
ftage.  •'    .  .  .;i/'"'u.l'  '/     '         ..  '.      *  '"  .        . 

Mrjoliiffe. '  r  Mv.J<fIlrffejo(t  tPjsfafk  the  righCliojfoufibJe  gentleman 
thanks  for  having  cpna^fcended,  as  fixj  as  he  had  fignjfied  his 
willingnefs  to  do.  Mr,  Jplliffe  declared*  tlie  propo\eci  tribu- 
nal he  never  could  give  his  confent  to  as  it  flood  at  pr^fent, 
and,  therefore^  he  wifljed  it  to  be  feparatVJ  fyqm  tlie  reft  o£ 
the  bill,  in  thp  two  former  parts  of  which,  there  were  many 
things  that  he  .approved.  jHe  faid,  he  ha&nqt,  yoted  againit 
the  bill's  going  to  a  Committee,  becaule,'as  he )ike4  feveral 
of  the  regulations  in*  the  two  firft  parts  of  it,  ^he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  if  it  paffed  jnjtoji  law,  it.mjglit;,be .attended  with 
good  confequencesi..  Mr,  Jollifie(dhclare^4*he  was  (bold  fa- 
lhioned  as  to  differ  from,  the  generality  of  thatjrjoufe  greatly 
about  the  influence  of  the  Crown^  He.peitber  thought  Jt 
fiad  jncreafed  too  much,  nOr  that  ljt  w/ap  increasing  rnpre  than 
Jt  ought  to  do'.  Onihe'contrajy^^h^hewtheopTinon  then 
that  be  had  uniformly,  rjiamtained^and  avo^wed^that  if  the  in-? 
fluence  of  the'  Crown  *^as  increafed,.  he  fli'ould  not  be  dlf- 
$>leafed  ;  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  as  nece$anjr  for  thp  prefer- 
vation  of  the  conftitntion,  as  the  growing' heaitti  and  vigour 
of  any  one  of  its  ejjqhtial  'parts.  ,  If/ therefore, ':  the  prefent 
till  had  gone  a  little  |actKe>  than  it  liad  ^ohe,' .arjd  had  gtveri 
more  than  it  "did  to  thgj  Grp^wn,  the  highdr  would  his  apprqba> 
tionof  it  have  been  railed.  \.  v"     '    *  \~l 

Mr.  Eden.  ]V„jr.  Eden, faid,  although  he  had  a  jew  <foy s  fi.rKe.unfucpejI- 
fully  made  an  humbiVroqu^ft  .to  the  righf '  hoiviurable  'gen- 
tlem_an  to.  confent  to  .the  very  .fame  proportion ,  that  he '  Jnd 
now  been  pleafed  "to- agree  tc»,  he.  Vofe  to  return  his*fincgf$ 
thanks  tp  the  nght  honourable  gentleman  for^having  on  rth/i 
prefent- -oc^caGon^  done,  what  h.e  was  convinced!  ought  tq  b^ 
done.     Mr.  Eden  obfejved,  that  dividing  the  blfl .  i'^tQ  two, 


fi. 


WU| 


fq  far  fro.m  proving  any  dUad  vantage  jtptVerjght  Kohour^Ble 
gentleman's  plan,  or  in' the  Jeaft  tending  |:p  delay1  or  rjptarqVto  . 
prjpg^els- through  that  Hbufe,  would*  jnTiisuiind,  conUderapjy 
Cojidtfce''to.  its  acceleration.  The  claufes^that.hadf  already 
pafled  the  Committee  had  been  fo 'violently  altered,  ar\d,  fiie 
fill)  fofmuch  cut,  majmed^and  'mangled,  jtlfttit  would  §e;a^ 
folujtely  pece.ffary  to  recommit  the  whofe/  ^The  dividing  tfie 
bill,  thVretore, '  would  "obviate  the  recommitment  of  the  latter 

«fT  ""'*"'  *** 
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part,  that  refpedting  the  inftitution  of  a  new  tribunal,  if  due 
care  was  taken  in  filing  up  the  blanks  of  the  claufes  in  the 
Committee,. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt   faid,    the   honourable   gentleman'Mr.  Chan- 
who  fpoke  laft,  had  given  him  credit  for  a  greater  (hare  of ceilor  J>itt' 
condefcenfion  than  he  had  (hewn;  and  had  argued,  as  if  he 
had  a&ually  confented  to   the  motion,  whereas,  all  he  had 
faid,  was,  that  probably  he  might  accede  to  it,  if  he  was 
fure  it  would,  neither  delay  trie  progrefs  of  all  the  obje&s 
of  the  bill,  nor  operate  fo  as  to  caufe  them  to  be  not  fo 
well  attained  that  way  as  the  other.     This  willingnefs  to 
give  way   he  had  been  induced  to  fignify,  from  a  defire  to 
oblige  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  if  hepoflibly  could; 
but   though  he  thought  it  a  matter  extremely  de  fir  able  to 
comply  with  their  wifhes,  whenever  he  could  do  fo  con- 
fiftently ;  he  trufted  they  would  not  imagine  he  was  too 
cold  in  his  feeling  towards  them,  if  he  declared,  that  to 
oblige  them  he  did  not  think  himfelf  warranted  to  difoblige 
thofe  on  the  fide  on  which  he  flood.     Since  he  had  Jaft 
fpoken,.  he  had  learned  from  thofe  around  him,  that  they 
were  extremely  averfe  from  acceding  to  the  propofition  of 
dividing  the  bill  into  two;  he  muft,   therefore,  beg   the 
*   other  fide  to  excufe  him,  if  he  retracted  what  he  had  be- 
fore faid,  and  declared  he  could  not  go  the  length  he  had. 
in  fome  fort   given  gentlemen  to  expect  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  go.     Upon  maturer  confideration  it  did  appear 
to    him,  that  if  the   bill  were  divided,  the  objecls  of  it 
mighfebe  detrimented  —  The  bill  certainly  contained  three 
objects,  but  they  were  all  relative  objects,  and  immediately 
connected  with  one  another.     When   they   fent  it  to  the 
other  Houfe,  they  would  fend  it  thither  as  the  fyftem  for 
the  future  government  of  India,  which  they  gave  as,  a  fyf- 
tem that  was  in  their  judgement  beft  adapted  to  the  purpofe. 
To  prefent  it  piecemeal,  and  to  fend  it  up  to  the  Lords, 
bill  by  bill,  one  bill  after  another,  would  not  be   to  give 
their  own  ideas  fair  play.     He  therefore,  muft  be  excufed, 
if  he  refufed  his  aflent  to  the  motion.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
allured  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  he  had  no  inten- 
tion to  hurry  the  whole  of  the  bill  through  the  Committee, 
or  to  make  more  fpeed  with  it  than  the  a&ual  difpatch  the 
advanced  ftatc  of  the  feffion  called  for.     He  would  confent 
l      to  making  the   claufes  relative  to  the  new  tribunal,  the 
I     fubjeft  of  a  feparate  day's  confideration,  and  that  he  con- 
.  Vol.  XVI.  0^  ceived 
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ceived  would  fully  anfwcr  the  purpofc  aimed  at  in  the  pre- 
fent  motion. 
Mr.  Shcri-     Mr.  Sheridan  wifhed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
*****  adhered  to  his  former  conceffion,  though  he  acknowlegcd, 

he  was  fo  feldom  guilty  of  conceding  to  that  fide  of  the 
Houfe,    that  he  had  teared  his  condefcenfion  would  not 
continue  till  the  queftion  was  put.   With  regard  to  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  fajd  relative  to  the  Lords, 
,    he  thought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  paid  the  underftand- 
ing  of  their  Lordfhips  a  bad  compliment,  and  relied    lefs 
than  he  ought  upon  a  Houfe  fo  full  of  his  friends,  if  he  was 
afraid  of  their  not  either  comprehending  the  bill  if  it  went 
up  in  parts,  or  receiving  it  cordially,  let  it  go  up  in  any 
Yhape  .the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  chufe  to  give 
it.  As  to  the  fubjett  matters  of  the-  bill  going  to  one  object, 
Undoubtedly  they  did  fo  5  but  they  were  to  all  intents   and 
'imrpofes  three  diftindk  bills ;  and  as  not  an  hour  would  have 
oeen  loft  by  the  feparation,  he  ftill  hoped  th«  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  re-confider  what  might  be  termed 
liis  re- confederation,  and  re-concede  what  he  had' juft  re- 
traced*    Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  remained 
firm  to  his  conceffion,  it  would  be  fair  to  fay  they  would 
"have  gained  a  point,  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  many  who 
approved  of  the  former  parts  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's bill,  did  not  approve  of  that  relative  to  the. new  ju- 
dicature ;  in  like  manner,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  acknow- 
lege,  that  many  who  were  mod  partial  to  the  bill  that  had 
teen  brought  in  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (who  was 
not  then  prefent)  before  Chriftmas,  had  their  doubts  as  to 
the  plan  that  he  had  in  contemplation,  with  regard  to  pro- 
viding a  fyttem  of  jurifdiflion  applicable  to  the  trial  of  the 
laft -India  delinquents.     If  the  bill  had  been  divided,  ail 
thofe  who  held,  that  there  bad  cxhted  no  peculation  ia 
fndia,  that  it  wafc  the  fcene  of  purity  and  integrity;  that  no 
Oppreflidn  had  been  pra&ifed  5  no  tyranny  exercifed  over     I 
the  natives  ;  that  rapine  was  unknown  in  the  different  ter-     , 
Jitories  we  had  acquired,  and  the  neighbouring  princes*     ( 
"domains;  and  that  out  of  five  hundred  perfpns  who  had 
gone  to  India,  only  thirty  had  returned  to  England,  and  all 
pf  them  without  any  fortunes  at  all,  muft  neceiftrily.  ha-vc 
voted '  againft  the  tribunal  bill ;  becaufe  men  entertaining 
and  avowing  fuch  opinions,  would  furely  never  cpnfent  to 
fubje&ing  their  friends  and  principals,  their  relations  and 
employers*  to  fo  fevere>  and;  if  their  arguments  were  good, 

fo 
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fo  unjuft  a  tribunal.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  if.  the  right  bo* 
nourabk  gentleman,  however,  would  not  confent  to  divide 
his  bill,  he  trufted  that  he  would  at  lea/i  Content  nqt  to 
hurry  that  part  of  it  that  related  to  the  new  judicature, 
through  the  Committee,  (b  as  to  fuffer  it  to  be  rendered 
tfee  bufinefs  •£  the  tail  of  a  day,  or  the  fubje£k  of  debate  at. 
two<or  three  o'clock  in  t^e  jnorning.  . 

Major  Scott  faid,  that; being  fo  particularly  called  upon  ,-Maj.  Scott. 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  te  - 
f*y  a  few  wpfds.i  he  declared  moil  folemnly,  that  that  part. 
of  the  bill  which  went  to  the  eftablifhmeirt  of  a  Court  of, 
Judicature  had  his  coixi^lete  and  entire  approbation, .  and ! 
he  would  vote  for  jt  with  the  utmoft  pleafure.  He  be-! 
licved  in  this  he  fpoke  the  fentiments  of  every  gentlemaq; 
who  had  ferted  bis  country  in  India;  and  he  was  fure  fuch 
a.  judicature  would.be  highly  .agreeable  to.every  perfonnow^ 
ia  Irjdia  /a^tf*  whpiji  he.  wa^  connected.  All  he  defired  ia 
behalf  of  fyiajfelf  apd  his- friends  was,  to  be  freed  from  that, 
mock  mode  of  inyeiHgatiwi  efUbliihed  by  a  Sele&  Com-, 
mittee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  profeflcdly  made, 
no  charges,  .consequently,  an  accufed  pcrfon  could  not  de-v 
fend  bjijtfelf ;  but  whofe  Reports  tended,  and  were  intended. 
to  blfrft  the  reputation  of.  every  man  whofe,  candudt  came 
in  inquiry  before  them*  To  illuftrate  this  more  fully,  the, 
Major  begged  the  permiffioppf  the  Hpufe  to  read  the  foU 
lowing  Extract  from  the  Ninth  Report,  of  the  Seleft  Cp&^ 
ipHwfe,  p,  33:  .  -,  - •    /-  .       \"      ' 

*'  Your  Committee  conceive,  that  yjiderrthe  orders  qfr 
<«  t;he  Hoqfe,  they  are  ,by  no  m$ans  obliged  to  make  a  com-. 
V.  plete.  (late  of  the  evidence  twhich  may  tend  tor  criminate^ 
«*  or  e*ct}lpafe  any  perfon  whofe  traufattions  they  ma<yt 
^  think  it  expedient  to  report;  This,  if  pot.  fpecially  or- 
«  defed,  has  not  hitherto  been,  as  they  apprehend,  the. 
«*  ufage  of  any  Committee  of  this  Houfe.  It  is,  not  for  your 
«  Committee,  but  for  the  discretion  pf  the  party  to  call 
««  for,  and  for  the  wifdom  of.  the  Houfe  to  inftitute,  fuch 
*'  proceedings  as  may  tend  finally  \Q  condemn  or  acquit  — 
"  The  Reports  of  your  Q*mrait$ee-are  na  charges,  though 
"  they  may  poflibly  furnijlh  matter  fox  .charge ;  and  no  re- 
"  presentations  or  observations  of  theirs  can  either  clear 
«c  or  convi£fc  on  any  proceeding,  whicJK  may  hereafter 
«'  be  grounded  on  tns  £aQs  which,  they  produced  to  th$ 

r      i9  Q^  The 
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•flic  Major  laid,  that  after  reading  this  extract,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  to -appeal  to  the  gdod  fenfc,  the  caridoar, 
and  difcerriment  of  every  gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  who  fat 
in  the  laft  Parliament,,  or  who  knew  anY  thing  of  its  pro- 
ceedings,  whether  he  had  not  good  and  fufficient  reafon  to 
wiih  foi  any  rrew/iriftitution  which  flionld  free  him  from  a 
Select  Committee,  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     He  was 
''himfelf  debarred  the  privilege  of  defence  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Haftings,   becaufe' the   Reports  'were   not  charges-;    yet; 
when  the  honourable  gentleman^*  right  honourable  friend 
brought  in  his  plundering  Eaft- India1  bill,  he  and^ther  gen- 
tlemen on  the  fame  bit  made  a  maft'tinjuft  ufe1  of  the  Re- 
ports'—  They  argued  from  them,  a&  if  every*  charge' had 
tfeen  eftablilhed  by  full  and   complete  {jroof,  arid  in-  the 
next  fentence*  declared,  thatthe  conduft  of  :Mr.  Haftings 
was  no  fubjeft  oFconfideration  theo;  and  what  Wa^thfe  ufe 
made  of  the'fe  Reports  Without  dbdrs?  But  hfcre  the  Major 
faid  he  begged  to  digrfcfs  a  momeftti  in*  brder  to  ftate  truly 
what' had  been  fai<r,';and  truly -toothy  a-ntible  and  learned 
Lord'in  another  place,  who  had  been- very  much  rnifrepre- 
fented  —  That  noble  Lord,  when '  he  faid,    that  the   ufe 
which  had  been  made  of  the  Reports  was  difgraceful  to  the 
dignity,   the  honour,   and  the  juftice  of  this  nation  (in 
which  he  perfe&ly  agreed  with:him)  was  it  not  true  that 
thofe^fcandaidus  and  infamous  libels  [Here  there  was  a  cry 
oFGrtler!  Order  f]  The 'Major  obferved  he  was  perfe&Iy 
in  order;  when  he  talked  of  infamous  and  fcandajousjibels,. 
he  meant  to  allude  t6  what  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
alluded — not  to  the  Reports  p'rinted'by  order  of  this  Houfe,' 
Sot  to  two^fioels  called  the 'Ninth  and   Eleventh « Reports* 
6f  the  Select  Committee,  ;being"  in .  fa£t  two  pamphlets 
printed  by  Mr.  l>tbrtit;  ami  feht"  Under*  a  blank? -cover  Ho' 
the  noble  and  learned ^LoM,  aftd^'mahy  other  menlb&f»s>oF 
Another  Houfe.n.  H  was  to  thefe  infamous  libels  that  ih& 
noble  Lord  fajd  he.  would  pay  as  mu£h  attention  as  he  would' 
to  the  hiftory  of  ^iobinfon  Grtifoe  :,and  furely  this  Houfe' 
will  allow  that' the'  expreflioft  was  ft riftly  proper.     As  to 
the  ufe  that  was*  made  of -'thefe  Reports  out  of  doors,  the 
Houfe  hardly  needl>e  informed,1  -that  while  the  India  bill 
<vas  in  fufpe nee,  r  every  newfpapef  in  England  was  filled 
with  extrafts  from  them;  and  t?h at  during  the  late^general 
ele&ron,  the  ftriking  parts  were  copied  into  the   %€  Source 
« ,0f  the  Evil/'—  «  Popular  Topics/'—  «  Vulgir  Errors,'* 

*  -P  M  The 
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«>  The  True  State  of  the  Que'ftion,"  "  The  Aeafoner," 
and  f*\  ihe  Freeholder,"  and  fent  in  ftage-coaches,  broad- 
wheeled  waggons,  and  one-horfe  carts,  to  Yorkfhire,  and 
to  every"  part  of  this  kingdom,  though  totally  ufelefs  as  to 
the  purpofe  intended  j  for  the  feafon  of  delufion  was  pad. 

Mr.  yanjittart  faid,    he  was  not  ufed  to  public   fpeaking,  Mr.  Va*. 
but  he    could  not  help  faying  a  few  words.     He  declared^  fataru 
he  had   Uerveid  the  Company  in  feveral  fituations,  fome  of 
them  of  confiderable  rank  in  India,  during  fifteen  years, 
and  he   coukj  not  accufe  himfelf  of  having  ever  been  guilty 
of  the.fwialleft  peculation  :  but  he  had  much  rather  have  a  .' 
qharjge.  of  that  kind  eftabliflied  againft  him,  than  of  having 
ever   committed  oppreffion,  tyranny,  or  injuftice,  on  any 
of  the  natives.     He  knew  a  great  many  other  gentlemen 
who  had  ferved   in  India  at  the  fame  time,/ and  he  verily 
believjed  tfeeyt  might  fafely  fay  as  much.     He  declared  his 
approbation  of  a  judicature  fo  conftituted  as  that  about  to. 
take  place  if  the  bill  pafled.     He  faid,  every  man  accufed, 
of  peculation  or  b#d  cotidiwft  in  India,  if  he  had  any  feel- 
ings,-tfiufrwjifk.  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  cpmpofed  of  the 
Xnoft'.rcfge&aWe  order  of  men  in  this  kingdom, ;  forfuch,. 
he    understood,    was  .the  fort  of  jury  before  whom  fuel* 
trials  were  to  be  heard.  ..•>'. 

Mr.  Francis  faid,  his  argument  on  Friday,  refpe&ing  the  Mr.  Francis 
new  tribunal  to  be  inftituted  under  the  authority  of  the  bilt 
in  queftion,  had  not  gone  upon  the  confideration  of  whether 
perfbns  aociifed  in  India  would  confent  to  be  tried  before 
fuch  a  judicature.  If  they  were  willing,,  he  had  no  objection. 
His  argument  iwd  been,  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  fuffer 
fuch  a  judicature  to  be  inftituted  in  Great  Britain  ;  it  was 
contrary  to  the  free  fpirit  of,  our  laws,  atid  dire&ly  repugnant 
to  the  genius  of  our  conftitution  ;  as  a  friend,  therefore,  to 
the.righta  and  privileges  of  Engliihmen,  he  could  not  con-*, 
fent  to  it. j  '»  .  •  ,     . 

Mr.  Chancellor  .Pitt  felzed  this  occafion  to  be  farcaftic  on  Mr.  Chan- 
Mr.  brands ;  and  ridiculed  the  contradiction  between  what  witorPht. 
he  had  juft  faid  about *the  rights  and  privileges  of  Englifh- 
men,  an<L'his  declaration,, of4  Friday,  that  he  had  not  come 
into  the  Houfe  to  reprefent  the  people  of  England,  but  of 
India.  :♦•'.• 

Mr.  Dempjler  rofe.to  exprefs.  his  wirfies,  that  the  motion,  Mr.  Demf* 
to  divide  the  bill  had.  met  the  concurrence  of  the  right  ftcrf 
honourable  gentleman-.    At  any  rate,  time  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  thoTe  on  whom  the  bill  would  operate,  to  be  heard 

in 
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m  defence  of  their  birthright.  He  fliould  not  wonder  if  peti- 
tions were  prefented,  praying  to  be  heard  by  counfel  ajjainft 
tjie  latter  part  of  the  bill. '  He  had  a  relation  in  India,  who, 
he  was  perfuaded,  would  not  confent  to  give  up  his  birthright, 
and  forego  the  undeniable  claims  of  an  EngHfhman.  No 
man  ought  to  be  compelled  to  facrifice  what  he  was  born  to 
poflefs;  and  therefore  he  hoped,  from  motives  of  natural 
juftice,  the  right  honourable  gentleman:  would  forego  his 
pu'rpofe  of  adhering  to  the  bill  as  it  flood,*  and  would  ton- 
feat  to  divide  it. 

Mr.  JolKffe.      Mr.  Jolliffe  faid  a  few  words  to  the  fame  purport. 

Mr.  w.  Mr.  W.  Grenville   faijj,  he  thought  his  right  horrdurabfe 

Cfttviik.  friend  ought  leaft  of  all  to  give  \vay  to  the  requi  fit  ions  of 
thofe  gentlemen  who  had  voted  againft  the  bilfo  going  to  a 
Committee,  and  had  declared,  that  they  di&pproved  not  only 
of  'its  principles,  but  of  all  its  partir  f;"  .    ' 

Mr. jolliffe*  Mr.  Jolliffe  reminded  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  be 
was  not  of  that  description,  having  voted  for  the  bill's  going 
t»  a  Committee. 

•  At  length  the  queftioh  was  put  and  negatived. 

*  The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  and  carried;  upon  which  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,    I 
and  Lord  Mahon  took  his  feat -at  the  table.  I 

Sit  Jfamef         Sir  James  Er/kine  defired  to  know  oh  what  day  the  Chan- 
&£*.    ,  cellor  of  the  Exchequer  meant  to  go  into  a  Committee  on 
the  latter  part  of  the  bill,  that  faefpe&ing  the  invitation  of    I 
the  new  judicature. 
Mr.  Chan-       Mr,  ChaAcellor  Pin  firM,  he  hoped  they  Aiould  be  aWe  to 
crllor  Put.  g0  into  tjiat  on  Wednefday  next  (the  ft  t  ft  inft.  *  imd  that  they 
might  complete  the"  btofinefs  of  the  Commtttee^on  the  bill  on    I 
that  day. 
The  h«m».        The- Honourable  Lietrtenant*coldnel  Gothcart  faid^-Mr. 
j££^°,#  Chairman,   When  the    general  principle  of  this    bill  Vas 
^^     under  confidtiration  I  had  feveral  obferyatii6ng  to  ofl«r,  but  I 
did  not  rife  to  fpeak  on  that  day.  being  defirous  not  to  inter- 
rupt a  debate,  in  which  the  meafure  wail^bly  attacked,  and  as 
ably  defended,  by  thofe  whofe  knowledge  ofthe  British  Con- 
itltution,    and  whofe  tefearches  concerning  India,   rendered 
competent  judges  of  the  efle&s  it  would  produce,  if  adopted, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  ■  -  *  - 

May  I,  Sir,  in  the  prefeht  ftageof  the  bufinefs,  requeft  the 
Indulgence  of  the  Committee,  in  fuffering  me  to  exprefs  mj 
fentiments  on  thofe  claufes  whidi  more  immediately  relate 
to  the  government  of  the  armies  in  India  ? 

1  lam 
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I  am  induced  to  fpeak  upon  this  topic, -with  due  fub- 
miffion  to  many  honourable  and  experienced  members  who 
are  prefent,  from  the.  accidental  circumftance  of  having 
lately  ferved  in  that  country. 

Impreffed  as  I  am  with  the  urgency  of  the  neceffity  for  « 
an  immediate  reform  in  the  government  of  the  armies  in 
the  fettlements  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  I  muft  repeat 
what  I  had  the  honour  of  dating  to  a  former  Committee, 
that  experienced  men  have  taught  me  to  believe,  that  the 
bafis  of  ouV  military  profperity  muft  be  founded  on  the  Am- 
plification of  the  fervice  in  the  Indian  army,  by  placing 
that  corps  wholly  under  the  Crown,  or  totally  under  the 
Company. 

If  I  underftand  what  fell  from  the  right  honourable 
mover  of  this  bill  on  a  former  day,  he  declared,  that  the 
idea  of  veiling  the  nomination  of  the  Commanders  in 
chief  in  the  Crown  was  dropped. 

If  that  is  the  cafe,  without  in  the  leaft  committing  my 
ideas"  refpe&ing  which  head  the  army  in  India  ought  to  be 
under,  I  may  fafely  fay,  that  if  the  Company  is  to  have 
the  appointment  of  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  I  think 
they  ought  to  have  the  entire  government  of  the  troops 
which  aie  employed  under  thofe  commanders. 

XJnlefs,  Sir,  fome  fuch  change  of  fyftem  takes  place,  it 
is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  our  arms  in  the  Eaft  will 
ever  be  fuccefsful,  either  in  the  cafe  of  our  being  again 
involved  in  a  war  with  France,  or  of  our  having  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  hoftility  with  any  of  the  native 
Princes  ;  for  the  fame  caufe  of  difunion  in  the  army  con- 
tinuing to  exift,  will,  in  all  probability,  produce  farther 
bad  confequences,  perhaps,  fatal  effe&s. 

It  ftrikes  me,  that'  the  bill  under  difcuflion,  in  feveral 
claufes,  aims  mod  wifely  at  a  reduftion  of  expence,  by 
retrenching  the  emoluments  of  the  fervants  of  the  ftate : 
but,  Sir,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  new  Board,  or  Court  of 
Direftors,  in  (hort,  thofe  who  are  to  regulate  thefe  details, 
will  temper  their  zeal  for  this  fpecies  of  reform  with  mo- 
deration 5  becaiife  neither  civilians  nor  military  men  of 
refpectable  chara&er  will  go  out  to  India,"  or  refide  there, 
unlefs  the  disadvantages  of  lofs  of  health  and  abfence  from 
their  connexions,  are  jfc  fome  meafure  counterbalanced 
by  a  reafonable  profpe&  of  returning  to  Europe  with  a 
competency,  at  leaft,  to  pafs  their  old  age  above  penury, 
aboye.the  want  of  many  little  comforts, -which,  though  not, 

ftridly 
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ftrifUy  fpeaking,  neccflaries  of  life,  become  fucb  to  thofe 
whofe  conftitutions  are  debilitated  by  a  long  refidence  in 
hot  climates. 

Whilft  I  am  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  falaries  of  thofe  who 
.  ferve  their  country  in  India,  give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  ftate  to 
the  Committee  a  curious  and  important  fact,  which  exifh 
under  the  regulations  now  in  force.  The  Britifh  army, 
compofed  of  his  Majefty's,  of  Bengal,  and  of  Madras 
troops,  ferving  in  the  Carnatic,  is  a  corps  on  the  fame 
duty,  but,  1  am  forry  to  fay,  I  know  it  well,  whole  com- 
ponent parts  receive  very  different  allowances. 

The  Bengal  detachment  derive  from  their  eftabliihmqnta 
confiderable  increafe  of  pay,  becaufe  they  are  fouth  of  the 
river  Kriftna,  as  a  gratuity  to  compenfate  for  the  increafe 
of  their  expences  whilft  ferving  out  of  the  provinces  to 
which  they  immediately  belong. 

His  Majefty's  troops  alledge, .  that  their  expences  are  as 
heavy  as  thofe  which  the  Bengal  gentlemen  are  obliged  to 
incur ;  and  that,  as  to  being  en  fervice  out  of  the  province 
to  which  they  belong,  they  are  four  thoufand  leagues  from 
Great  Britain,  the  fountain  of  their  eftablifhment. 

The  Carnatic  battalions  muft  live  upon  the  fame  footing 
with,  do  as  much  duty  as,  and  run   equal  rifques   with,   | 
either  of  thofe  divifion3  of  the  army  which  I  have  quoted ; 
but  they  are  told  that  they  are  quite  at  home,  and  have  no 
fort  of  reafon  to  complain.  I 

On    firft    confideration,  it  may  appear  trivial  to  have    ' 
mentioned  this  point  here,  which,  if  the  bill  paffes,  will 
certainly  come  within  the  authority  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment ;    but  the  difagreeable  confequences  which  have  al- 
ready followed  from  fuch  unequal  diftribution  of  pay  to 
different  parts  of  a  Britifh  army,  all  of  which  incur  the 
fame  expences,  (hare  the  fame  dangers,   and  fight  in  the 
fame  caufe,  have  induced  me  to  relate  this  circumftance  in 
my  place,  hoping  that  on  account  of  the  expences  which 
troops  incur  for  conveyance  of  baggage,  &c.  that  the  new 
Board  will  take  an  opportunity  of  fubftituting  a  gratuity  to 
be  paid  upon  their  leaving  the  provinces  to  which  they  be- 
long, in  lieu  of  the  prefent  mode  of  compenfation. 

I  do  not  find  any  claufe  inferted  for  the  regulation  of 
the  zebundys  or  revenue  militia ;  if,  Sir,  that  corps  was 
fubje&ed  to  military  discipline,  we  Ihould  find  it  folid 
ceconomy,  becaufe  frequent  falfe  mufters  would  be  pre- 
vented ;  and,  on  emergencies,  this  militia,  being  placed 

'  behind 
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behind  worfcs,  would  Add  Considerably  to  the  ftricngth  of 
our  defences.  «  ' 

An  honourable  gentleman  who  Gts nearme (Mr. Francis) 
on  a  former  day  remarked,  that  he  thought  the  claufe  re- 
fpe&ing  the  feat  in  Council  of  the  Provincial  Commander 
in  Chief,  refident  at  Fort  William,  was  either  inaccurate- 
ly or  extraordinarily  worded.  I  confefs  this  obfervation 
concurred  with  my  ideas ;  but  I  am  fure  the  right  honour- 
able mover  of  the  bill  will  not  objecT:  to  any  alteration  of 
'words,  which,  without  materially  affecting  its  fenfe,  may 
make  the  claufe  more  diftinft.  I  could  wifli  that  the  idea 
of  granting  feats  in  Council  to  the  Commanders  ill  Chief, 
fhould  be  extended  to  the  commanding  officers  in  diftri£ta 
where  there  are  Chiefs  and  Councils. 

If  they  had  alfo  feats  at  thefe  fubordinate  Boards,  (as  I 
had  the  honour  of  dating  to  a  former  Committee)  it  would 
be  afcei  tained,  that  upon  all  military  difcuflions,  profef- 
jfional  men  would  be  confulted  \  and  I  think  that  the  intro- 
duction of  thefe  military  members  could  not  diftraft  the  x 
(Councils,  or  be  detrimental  to  the  commercial  or  financial 
admin iftration,  becaufe  the  great  majority  of  Counfellors 
would  ftili  be  commercial  men ;  thefe  obfervations  lead  me 
to  apologize  for  an  inaccuracy  I  was  guilty  of  on  a  former 
day. 

I  ftated,  that  by  the  prefent  regulations  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  the  Provincial  Commanders  in  Chief  at  the  fe- 
veral  Presidencies  had  a  right  to  fit  and  vote,  in  Council, 
on-military  and  political  difcuflions. 

There  I  was  wrong  :  it  is  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  all 
the  forces  over  India,  who  is  permitted,  when  deputed 
from  Bengal' to  the  other,  Prefidencies,  to  have  a  feat  thus 
reftridled. 

.  The  refident  Commanders  in'Chief  have  fometimes,  at 
fome  of  the  Prefidencies,  fat  in  Councils.;  at  other  times 
been  members  on  military  and  political  points;  and  in 
Other  C$fes,  as  in  theinftance  of  Brigadier-general  Stibbert, 
whd  was.  quoted  by  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Francis) 
have  riot  been  employed  as  Counfellors  on  any  fubje&s. 

But,  Sir,  I  will  prefe  no  more  upon  the  conftitution  of 
thefe  Cbutacils;  having,  dated  my  ideas,  I  will  leaye  any 
alterations  which  ought  to  be  made,  to  the  candour  and 
judgement  of  thofe  who  fronted  the  bill.  - 

/  I  am  not  fufficicntly  uftd  to  examine  a&s<of  Parliament, 
to  for  pofitivriy,  whether  it  is  any  vfrhera  defined  in  thfe 
..WfcvXVL,  '  R'  bill, 
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bill,  that  the  Supreme  Government  have  powers  to  depute  a 
General  on  fervice  to  any  of  the  other  Prefidencies,  unre- 
'  ftrided  by  any  fet  of  men,  and  not  amenable  for  the  outlines 
of  his  conduct  to  any  tribunal,  except  the  Supreme  Council, 
whofe  plans  he  is  not  fent  to  execute. 

On  a  former  occafion,  I  had  the  honour  of  ftating  my 
reafons  for  thinking  that  fuch  fecondary  interference  as  now 
exifls,  is  detrimental  to  the  public  fervice. 

The  fame  doubts  lead  me  to  afk,  for  information,  whether, 
by  any  claufe  of  this  ad,  the  Government  General  can  veft, 
in  any  perfon  or  perfons,  a  commiffion  to  negociate  treaties, 
,  &c.  which  they  may  wifh  to  conclude  with  any  of  the  native 

powers  ;  and  whether  thefe  perfons  may  proceed  directly  to 
the  Courts  of  fuch  Indian  Princes,  without  negociating 
through  the  channels  of  Madrafs  and  Bombay,  although  even 
the  war  may  have  been  more  direded  againft  the  Presidencies 
than  againft  the  immediate  Government  of  Bengal. 

I  beg  it  may  be  under  flood,  that  I  am  far  from  wifhing  to 
obftruct  or  protrad  bufinefs  by  the  queftions  I  have  been 
afking.  %They 'regard  matter  ot  national  importance,  touch 
upon  points  which  have  been  difputed,  and,  for  ought  I  know, 
are  now  contefted  in  India. 

Before  I  fit  down,  Sir,  I  wifh  to  narrate  a  piece  of  Indian 
intelligence  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge  within  thefe 
few  days ;  it  is  a  circumftance  which  particularly  claims  our 
attention  before  the  bill  goes  out  of  the  Committee :  Major 
General  Sir  John  Burgoyne  is  under  an  arreft.  The  letter 
which  flates  this  as  a  fad,  is  from  a  perfon  high  in  office,  from 
fo  refpedable  a  quarter,  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  its 
,  authenticity. 

All  the  world  knows,  that  the  General  who  preceded  Sir 
John  Burgoyne,  and  who  commanded  in  chief  both  His  Ma- 
jefty's^ind  the  Company's  forces,  has  been  arrefted,  confined, 
and  fent  over  to  this  country.  This  is  no  news ;  it  is  a  fub- 
jed  which  is  not  before  the  Committee,  and  which  will  pro- 
bably be  difcufled  elfewhere,  therefore  I  ftull  not  enter  upon 
•  it.  The  recent  inftance  is  very  alarming ;  I  (hall  not  branch 
out  into  the  various  misfortunes  which  might  or  may  have 
happened  in  cpnfequence  of  thefe  violences. 

I  will  confine  myfelf  to  one  :  by  an  ad  of  Parliament  now 
in  force  for  punifhing  mutiny,  &c.  in  the  armies  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  the  power  of  ordering  courts  martial  is  vefted 
in  the  Commander  iri  Chief  of  His  Majefty's  forces  for  the 
time  being,  not  only  for  the  trial  of  officers  and  foldiers  iri 
the  fervice  of  His  Majefty,  but  of  thofe  a&ipg  under  the 

.      Company. 
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Company.  Major  General  -Sir  John  Burgoyne  being  ar-' 
refted,  has  had  it  in  his  option  either  to  deliver  over  to  thd 
officer  next  in  command  who  is  not  under  arreft,  the  official 
delegation  of  that  a&  which  has  been  tranfmitted  to  him  fronr 
this  country,  or  to  have  declined  giving  up  that  official  paper. 
If  the  General  has  withheld  this  power  for  fuuimoning  courts, 
martial,  what  dreadful  convulsions  may  have  enfued  ?  I  can- 
not guefs  the  precife  line  of  conduS  which  Sir  John  Bur- 
goyne has  adopted,  but  I  have  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  he  has 
a£ted  with  propriety.  If  he  has  furrendered  this  official  dele*  - 
gation  to  the  officer  next  in  rank  to  him  in  the  fervice  of  His 
Majefty,  differences  of  opinion  may  have  arifen  amongft  the 
officers,  whether,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  the  General  being 
under  arreft,  and  not  a  freeman,  could  deliver  over  this  or 
any  other  power. 

The  validity  of  fuch  do&riae  I  lepve  to  the  difcuffion  o£ 
gentlemen  learned  in  the  law. 

.  I  have  ftatcd  thefe  ideas,  in  hopes  of  convincing  the  fra- 
mers  of  this  mcafure  and  the  Committee,  that  fome  claufe> 
Ought  to  be  inferted  to  prevent,  in  future,  any  government 
in  India,  fubordinate  to  the.  Supreme  Council,  from  proceed- 
ing (whether  right  or  wroog) ,  to  fuch  extremities,  unlefs  on  ' 
accufttions  of  high;  treafon  or  treachery . 

How  can  any  Administration  coqnt  upon  the  enforcement 
of  plans  framed  aft  home,  and  for  the  execution  of  which 
officers  of  rank  have  been  deputed  to  India,  if  there  exift  fe- 
veral  fets  of  men  in  tijat  country  who  can  confine  thefe; 
perfons  in  whom  Government  has  placed  fo  much  confi- 
dence ? 

Is  not  this  difadvantage  aionq  more  than  equivalent  to  any 
mifchicf  which  might  probably  arifc  from  our  reftrifting  the 
power  of  arreft ing  general  officers  in  India  to  the  authority 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief  pf  ?ll  the  forces,  and  to  the  Go- 
vernment General,  unlefs  in  the  two  cafes  to  which  I  have 
alluded  ?  '  . 

I  am  afrakl,  Sir,  that  I  have  trefpafled  upon  your  time; 
but  I  have  not  fpoke  lightly  upon  this  fubjeft, 

I  wifh,  for  bis  fake,  for  all  our  fakes,  that  a  lafe  vforthy 
and  refpe&able  Commapder  in  Chief  of  all  our  forces  over 
India  was  now  alive  and  in  this  Houfe ;  I  will  venture*  to  fay     , . 
he  would  not  have  controverted  any  of  the  topics  I  hive  in- 
fitted  upon, 

His  memory  is  and  ought  to  be  dear  to  his  country.    It  is         1 
revered  by  the  fupcrftitious  natives  of  India ;  and,  Sir,  the 

Ra  Eaft- 
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Eafl>Fndia  Company  have  laftcjy  voted  a  ftatoe  to  his^  and, 
I  diink,  to  their  honour.   f»    •  •  .*   .• 

1  I  wifti  the  Committee  wouldy  upon  this  day>  add  fome  tri- 
bute of  deference  to  his  experienced  by  adopting  ibaje  of 
thofe  principles  1  have  urged,  well  knowing  then* «»  have 

ta*n  thofc  of  that  able  General        .-,•.,♦  t>   .,: 

-I  (hall  conclude  by  obfcMag,  that  the  feeds  tf>d*fo6tt!  are 
n?Wr  n*  lobger  latetat  in  the  Eaft ;  untefi  w*  profit  of  the 
prefent  Opportunity  to  root'therfi  *>ut,:  they  will,  $ir,  in  a  few 
years,  ariw  to  the  heigh th,  •  which,  I  fear,  wiU-ovevfliadow 
the  gbry  of  thid  aMifatry.  '  *       : 

Mr.  Dun-     '   Mr.  Dunda$'rt$\t&9  that  rnahy  oWfepvations  which  tKe  bo- 
*«.  aourable  gentleman's  profeffional  knowledge  afibrded'him, 

and  which  he  diielofed  with-  eande£r$  had  recommended 
themfelves  to  acceptance.  Government  had  in  view,  by  the 
pfefent  bill,  to  remove  alt  the^anfes  of  jealoufy,  Whith  inuft 
exift  between  two  armies  under  different'  heads,  and 'which 
being  the  cafein  India  Uft  w^r5,  wtfs  jmxtaaivfc'd^  great  In- 
convenience and  mifchiefs ;  fbr thi^tiafonthey  had  agreed, 
that  all  forces  ferving  in  the  Eaft^Indii  territories*  (houW  be 
the  Company  V  forces',  a  r?d  fhe  ijppbihfthent  of  £  GorBfrumder 
in  Chief  fhould  be  left  tp^h^Caffipaiiy,  which  #tott' raider 
fubordination  as  complete  as  the  ^rnbvil'  8f  j^dofy'fcotfd 
contribute  to  make  an  army.';  •' •'•  -*•  "  *'.  '\  "         * 

Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,'*h£  fielthimftlf  much  indebted 
ccilor  Pitt.  tr>  the  honourable  Colonel  for  the  information  he  had  thrown 
but ;  and  in  regard  to  the  idea  of  giving  the  ctShrmanding 
officer'  in  thfe  ftveral  Prefidencies'  la'tbitd'itt  Oo*hci!sV  he 
thought  itdeferving  of  particular  attention. 
Gen.  Bur-       General  B'urgoyne  rofe  to  defend  the  eonduft  bt:  his  hear 
foync'  "     and  refpeflJibte  relation,  Sir  John  Burgbyne.    Tlie  General 
declared,  a  report  had  gone  abroacj,  $rat  Sir  JohWBtfrgeyne 
had  refuted  to  accept  the  comfaand  of' the  Corripan  jp's -iroops; 
This,  he  faid,  was'  nor  the  fa&  :  Sir  John  bad  put  himfelf  at 
their. head,  as  foon  as  he  knew: General  Stuart,  the-  former 
Cdmmandeir  in  Chjef,  was  under  ar  reft.  *  arid  a  clofe'prffoner. 
The  General  declared  j  hrshorKjbrablet^fatton^™hent*ftr- 
vices  in  India  had  been  fo"  fuily;  ackncwled^ed^^hitit  was 
unneceflary  for  him,  to  jjo  ipto^riy  rtfthtioii i  of  ifhfefeh*'  — 
Sir  James         Sir  Jarpes  Er/kint  put'  a  queftro'rr'  (WtwtV  apffft^tbft  to  his 
Er£ine.      learned  friend,  fearlbg  that  from  fuch*  a  plao,  tester  Britifti     | 
officers  might  be  rendered  incapable  of  ferving  in*lridfoj        4l 
Col.  Titu        Colonel  'Pttxpatrick  alfo  expfefled'fns  fear  sltfcai^fyar  the  ™ 
Patrick.      learaed  genfleoian  had  faid,  would*  operate,  as  a  ft  til*  Mow  to 

•    '\  the 
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%be  :fcfcWcc^  .  Tffce  Cfltoncl  fwd,  if  ho  underload  thte  learjw#:, 
gentleman  correfHy,  it  waji  meant  to. have  only  one  deftYqK 
tioo  of  troQpfl'b  India,  and  tbofe  acYwg  under  the  authority 
of  thtfc'CiwH Goverfijnfenl^  .If  fo,  he, conceived  the  King**; 
troops  were  not  t<*  be,  e piployed  in  India* 

Titts  wa$  anfiwertd  by  Mr.  .Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr.^ 
I)i*p£ftV  ^°  h^th  faid,  rtdsat  was  a  caafckratioa  tb^,t  did  not 
belpog  t^the  qweftion.  The  Couwanders  in  Chief  in  India 
dom^  wiprp-tq  be  appointed  by  the  Copapjny,  and  yet  they  were 
to  J^  KtraV  officers*  J 

..  Witf»  i#Qr&M*hQr\  read  the  claufe  appointing  the  number 
of  the  Gouncit  at  Bengal*  in  order  to. have,. the  Wanks  filled 
iap».  MjgQr,&*i/  rofeand  feid— I  will  freely  confeft,  my  Lord,  M»j.  Scott, 
that  .licasie  down,  to  the  Committee  tp:day,  prepared  to 
fpea^vVpen.th*:  ciaufct,now  undsr  cpafideratioo,  becaufe  J 
conceive  it  to  be  of  as  much  importance  as-  aqy  claufe  in  the, 
bill  tfiapcj.the  gftQd'ggyerftflWprof  Indiaj  in  my  humble  opi- 
nip^i:^iiiiii.fm^e-rtftf«Rd:«f)Qa;the  number,  which  U  -to- 
CQrrtpQlfllhe.8|ipw«pejDwn^l.    ..:;..   i    i        .  * 

My  Lord,  I  do  not  mean  to  pafs  a.^afcegyric  qpon  aoy 
m&n.  Hying  or  dead,;  but,  in  cpa&forittg  the  prefeqt  claufe, 

G«aeml . Glayetog  aiid  iCftldnri.  Mpnfpp,    thq.ComjniqeOj 

witt  par<W  ftfy  ^hope,  if  J  ftop  a  snonaeft^teobferve,  thft> 

I  ev«r  yieW«djheir  charajfier*  with  the  uti»pft  r£fpe#n   I  had. 

Wfct-ta  hpnoor  to  be  peirfohaUy  kodw/i-tt  Colonel  Moofon  ;, 

and  before  I  wa^taptyn  to  General  Covering,;  he  conferred, 

*>V$ty .grfeafcfctouf  upon  tae^wJiich.  I  e«er,  with  gratitude 

acknowledged.    He  gave  p*e\*  profitable; a,nd  hfcnouraMe  ftaff 

qpppipcoMfit,'  at  ti»e  re*)fcip$  qI  wy  eQtnffia.nditfgoflfeer,  Qpr* 

lancL  Uptork  ;  and  when  J  Went  to  Calcutta  for  tf  q  days>  **• 

thtf'jli&anc*  of.  two  y*a*s,  |he ; general  rfbeived  me  with 

the;  politaoefr  and  attention  whtcb  "he  fti&tfed  to   every- 

e^etj/afi;Sbfc:amty«,    Of  tip  integrity  ajadihpnour  both* 

oi  General  Clavenng  »od  Golpnil   Monfori*  I  have  ever 

faad'.tbsrhigheft  oginios*    With  -refpefl;  tQ  the  honourabk*, 

gejfrtJcn»aa'(Mr*  Frajicis)  a*  he  is  prefentihUnfelf,  I  fhall 

only  fay,  that  he  has  already,  pronounced  his  own  eulogiuqoi 

ia.tbaHoufe,  and  wjH,  I  dare  fey,  havre  no  obje&ion  to  pro? 

nowicef  kio;  th^  Coapwiitee. 

,  Hating  faid  *hu$  mufch*  my  tprd,  I  dp  jiqw  give  it  a* 
my^pvaio.n,  thajt  the  unhappy  diffeatfons  .which  fo  loiig 
prevailed  in  India,  and  were  attended  with  fo  many  ill 
o©nfe4ucnceal  rcfoltodf rota  the  Supreme  Council  being 
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comj>ofed  of  five,  by  the  regulating  a&  of  1773  s  and  this, 
itruft,  I  (hall  prove  as  I  proceed. 

If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  met  with  the  preferment 
he  fo  well  deferved  in  England,  and  the  Government  of 
Bengal  had  confided  of  Mr.  Mailings,  General  Clavering, 
Colonel  Monfon,  and'  Mr.  Barwell,  I  believe  it  would 
have  been  one  of  the  beft  governments  that  could  have  been 
devifed $  or  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  joined 
with  either  General  Clavering  or  Colonel  Monfon,  I  then 
believe  it  would  have  been  a  moft  admirable  government  — 
But,  the  eftabliflunent  being  five,  and  three  of  the  five  go- 
ing from  this  country,  it  was  abfolutely  impoffible,  whether 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  intended  it  or  not,  that 
the  three  gentlemen  fhould  not  have  a&ed  as  a  party.  It 
was  foretold  before  they  left  England,  and  the  firft  day  of 
their  arrival  was  a  day  of  difiention. 
-  I  was  doing  duty  in  Fort  William,  and  one  of  fifty  thou* 
fhnd  fpe&ators,  who  faw  the  honourable  gentlemen  land  in 
Calcutta;  and  I  well  remember  what  was  che  immediate 
effett  of  their  arrival. 

In  Bengal,  as  in  all  other  places,  there  are  many  discon- 
tented and  difappointed  men 5  for  the  paper  I  had  the  ho* 
jtour  to  produce  On  Friday  laft  proves,  that  rapid  and 
enormous  fortunes  are  not  univerfally  made  in  Bengal  j  and 
however  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  may 
trefet  that  information,  I  do  not  believe  he  will  difpute  the 
truth  of  it,  which  is  all  I  am  anxious  about. 

The  natural  confequence  of  the  new  Admmiftration, 
confining  of  three,  and  two,  was,  that  every  perfon  of  the 
defcriptidn  I  have  mentioned,  applied  to  the  three;  and 
no  man,  I  believe,  will  affert,  that  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
linfofrtunate  prejudices  were  not  adopted  by'Gtneral  Cla- 
vering and  Colonel  'Monfon  as  they  proceeded  up  the 
Ganges  to  Calcutta.  By  law,  the  Governor  General  was 
to  have  the  calling  vote ;  but  of  what  ufe  could'  this  vote  be 
of  to  him,  except  in  cafe  of  accidents  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman  plainly  told  Mr.  Haftings,  fooh  after  he  arrived, 
that  he  was  merely  primus  inter  pares  \  and  this  was  bellow- 
ing a  power  in  words,  of  which  he  did  not  enjoy  the  flia- 
dow.  When  the  nominal  government  of  five,  but  the  real 
adminiftration  of  three,  took  place,  we  were  adually  at 
peace*  in  India.     Order,  regularity,  and  ceconomy,  were 

_  *  The  Rohilla  peace  was  figned  the  6th  of  O&cfcer,  and  the  new 

Government  in  Bengal  was  proclaimed  the  j  8  th  of  the  fame  month. 
%  intro- 
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introduced  into  every  department  of  the  Governrnent 
of  Bengal  —Our  Treafury  was  filling j  and  whether  the 
meafures  which  had  brought  fo  much  wealth  into  Ben- 
gal were  obje&ionable  or  not,  the  refponfibility  refted 
with  Mr.  Haftingsj  for  the  new  members  were  not 
anfwerable  for  the  fale  of  Corah,  the  ftoppage  of  the 
King's  tribute  after  he  had  quitted  our  prote&ion,  an*, 
thrown  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  Marattahs,  nor  for 
the  Rohilla  war,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  occasioned  by 
ruinous  and  impolitic  meafures  adopted  a  year  before 
Mr.  Haftings  arrived  in  Bengal,  and  w?s  the  confe- 
quence  of  their  breaeh  of  a  treaty,  to  which  Sir  Ro- 
bert Barker,  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh,  was  the  gua- 
rantee. 

If  two  gentlemen  had  gone  from  England,  their  language 
would  have  been,  what,  in  my  opinion,  the  language  of  the 
three  ought  to  have  been  — We  landed  here  on  the  18th  of 
O&ober,  1774;  from  that  day  we  are  refponfible  for  every 
meafure  which  we  fan£tion  with  our  approbation.  We  do 
not  like  the  Rohilla  war,  but  it  is  fortunately  concluded  ; 
and  it  refts  with  the  late  Adminiftration  to  explain  their 
motives  for  entering  Into  it,  and  to  await  the  judgement 
of  their  fuperiours.  But,  my  Lord,  the  government  of 
three  ^began,  by  a  ftridt  investigation  of  paft  meafures.  — 
They  cenfured  the  politics  of  Mr.  Haftings  J  they  ridiculed 
his  internal  regulations,  and  they  called  his  integrity  in 
queftion. 

It  is  neceffary  that  I  ihould  affure  the  Committee,  which 
I  do  with  the  utmoft  folemnity,  that  what  I  am  going  to 
read  was  not  taken  down  in  fliort  hand,  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  fpoke  laft  in  this  Houfe,  nor  have  I  copied 
it  from  a  newfpaper,  nor  have  I .  tranfcribed  it  from  the 
honourable  gentleman's  former  fpeech,  which  has  been  fo 
accurately  printed  by  our  mutual  friend  and  publifher, 
Mr.  Debrett;  but  it  is,,  my  Lord,  a  copy  of  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  wrote  to  the  Court  of  Dire&ors 
near  ten  years  ago,  and  very  foon  after  his  arrival  in  ' 
Calcutta. 

The  honourable  gentleman  is,  without  doubt,  one'  of 
-the  beft  writers  of  the  prefent  age ;  I  really  think  fo,  and 
always  did  think  fo;  I  am  fure  he  will  not  deny  that 
all  thofe  letters  of  appeal,  which  are  figned  by  Gene- 
ral CUvcring,  Colonel  Monfon,  and  the  honourable  gen- 

tlemaa 
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tteman^were  Written  by  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf ; 
Wt  it  was  abfolutely  neceffirty  to  explain  ibis  to  the'  Com- 
inittee,  left  they  ftibuld  conceive  i  Was  reading  an  ex- 
kraft  from  his  fpeech  —  The  letter^  From  whence  they  arc 
taken,  are  dated  in  November  arkl  December,  1774,  and 
Jah iiar y,  1775,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  arrived  in 
Oftobter,  1774*  .  1    •    ' ' ■*  j  i. 

"  The  world  will  foon  fee  that  it  is  oppreflion  of  the 
44  moft  violent  and  pernicious  nature  wbith  has  reduced 
44  this  fertile  country  to  a  flate  of  depopulation. 

44  The  true  Condition  of  this  country  cannot  long  be 
44  concealed;  effefls  will  be  found  before  they  a«  ac- 
*'  counted  for  1  when  that  happens,  we  forefe$  no  dift- 
44  culty  in  determining  by  what  means,  and  by  whofe  mif- 
*4  condudJ:,  a  rich  and  flourifliing  State  is  reduced  to  ha- 
44  zard,  at  lead,  of  beggary  and-  ruin..  The  great  and 
4*  alarming  queftion  will  be,  by  whofe  future  fervices, 
44  and  by  what  future  exertion  of  virtue  and  ability,  fuch 
44  a  State  can  be  recovered  j  common  men  are  not  equal  to 
44  the  occafion. 

44  But  in  what  manner  is  it  really  our  duty  to  adfc  ?  Are 
41  we  to  fuffer  the  Company  to  continue  unacquainted 
44  with,  their  fituation,  and  let  the  ftorm  gather  till  it 
44  burfts  ?Or  are  we  to  take  upon  us  the  immediate  odium 
44  bf  difcoveririg  to  them  the  reaJ  difficulties  in  which,  their 
44  affairs  are  involved,  and  the  v  imminent  dangeh  with 
'*  which  they  are  threatened  ?  When  the  profent  Ad- 
44  miniftratipn  took  the  government  upon  thern^  alrnoft 
Cl  every  natural  refource  of  the  country  was  already  ex- 
44  haufted; 

4<  The  diftrefles  we  allude  to  are  fo  inftant,  that  no 
44  artifice  whatever,  oh  ohe  fide,  nor  tacit  acqtiiefcence 
14  on  the  other,  could  poffibly  conceal  them  much  longer 
**  from  the  public  view." 

The  honourable  gentleman,  I  think,  has  called  M*.  Haf- 
tings's  letter  of  the  16th  of  -December,  a  poetical  fiction,  or 
fomtething  like  it.    I  am  in  the  judgement,  of  the  Committee, 
whether  what  I  have  read  to  them  may  not  aptly  be  termed 
/  jTofe  run  mad.     I  (hall  begj  however,  to  ftate  to  y$*,  my 

Lord,  from  an  accurate  account,  that  dreadful  as  the  de- 
scription is,  in  lefs  than  twoyeaFs  From  the  period  the  let- 
ters were  dotted,  a  bonded  debt  of  one  handled  artd^jfoenty 
lacks  was  paid.  In  four  years  there  wis  an  unappropriated 
*     -  bal- 
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balance  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  feven  lacks  in  the 
Treafory;  from  the  30th  of  April,  1778,  to  the  15th  of 
Auguft,  1783,  as  appears  by  an  account  before  this  fioufe, 
above  feven  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  were* 
remitted  to  Madras  and  Bombay  for  the  fupport  of  the  war  5 
and,  added  to  this,  an  invefthient  of  i,ooo,oool.  fieri,  prime 
coft,  was  fent  to  this  country,  each  year,  from  the  time  the 
letters  were  written  to  178 1,  a  period  of  feven  vears.  When 
the  Committee  confider  what  aids  a  beggared  and  ruined 
country  has  afforded,  I  hope  it  will  be  fome  confolation  to 
reflet,  that  with  better  management  it  may  be  a  mod  im- 
portant objeft  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  refledt,  that  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was  moft  af- 
fu redly  miftaken  in  17  741  when  he  torboded  inftantruin,  it 
is  pqmble  Our  affairs  may  not  be  quite  fo  defperate  as  he  re- 
preferited  them  on  Friday  laft.  I  do  not  mean  to  detraft 
from  the  great  merit  which  belongs  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman and  his  colleagues  ;  I  acknowledge  their  zeal  for  the 
public  good  :  but  this  I  will  fay,  that  the  Government  was 
founded  in  regularity  and  ceconomyby  Mr.  Haftings,  before 
their  arrival,  and  the  influx  of  wealth  into  Bengal  was  the  , 

confequfnee  ofmeafure*  which  ther  fo  pointedly  con- 
demned. I  will  not  fay  that  Genera*  Clavering  and  Colonel 
Mftnfon  left  England  with  an  intention  of  driving  Mr.  Has- 
tings from  Bengal— very  far  from  it  5  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  knows,  that  iefofe  they  got  to  Calcutta  they  en- 
tertained a  very' unfavourable  opinion  of  him:  and  that 
thrir  meafures  tcn4ed  either  to  force  him  to  a  resignation, 
or  to  infure  his  removal,  frpm  ho$nc«  To  thofe  meafures 
we  owe  the  noble  Lord's  'Interference,  frameful  interfe- 
rence, as  fome  of  thofe  who  now  fit  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
Houfc  with  him  called  it  in  177^;  and  to  the  fapie  tr*ea-' 
fures  we  owe  that  fteady,  honaurable,  and  efe&ua'Huppqrt; 
which  Mr.  Haftines  thetjt  received  in  Leadetih?ll  Street, 
from  all  rtiofc  resectable  gentlemen  who  went'  under 
the  name  .of  the  Rockingham  party,  pofleffing  ftock  a* 
Proprietors,    " 

'  The  Committee,  I  hope,  will  permit  me '  to .  produce 
what  operates  upon  my  mmd  as  a  full  proof  of  what  I 
affertj  that  though  the  noble  Lord  did  not  fend  out  Gene- 
ral Clavering  and  his  colleagues  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
thwarting  Mr.  Haftings,  yet  he  certainly  intended,  that  the 
Vol.  XVI.  S  three 
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three  fhould  befthe  Government ;  and  that  as  it  has  been  laid 
by  the  noble  Lord  here,  and  by  another  noble  and  learned 
Lord  elfewherc,  it  was  thought  neceffary  that  two  fervants 
of  the  Company  fhould  be  joined  in  the  commifSon;  can  any 

Sentkman  doubt  the  faft  ?  I  put  it  to  the  honourable  gen- 
esnan ;  he  knows  we  all  deemed  them  in  Bengal  to  he  the 
Government,  and  that  it  was  intended  from  home  they  ihould 
he  fin.'  What  the  honourable  gentleman  thought,  may,  I 
t}unk,  be  fairly  concluded  from  liis  own  words  ~  After  Co- 
lonel Upton  bad  been  deputed  to  Poonah,  there  was  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  the  Supreme  Council  relative  to  Baffein, 
whether  we  fhould  infill  upon  retaining  it  or  not.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  joined  Mr.  Hafiings  in  oppoJQtion  to 
General  Qavering  and  Colonel  Monfon ;  at  the  next  meet- 
ing the  General  delivered  in  a  formal  proteft,  and  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  expre{Ted  himfelf  as  follows:  —  u  The 
"  fyftfan  c^n  which  I  have  invariably  a&ed  has  been  hitherto 
"  'honoured  yfith  the  concurrence  and  approbation  of  Gene- 
€C  ral  Clayefing. and  Colonel  Monfon  — The  formal  proteft 
"now  made  by  General  Covering  againft  a  refolution  of 
€\  the  Board,  in  which  I  concurred,  cannot  therefore  fail 
V  to  bring..tb.e>cpnfiibn^yof  my  conduft  into  queftjon  both 
4<  ,here  pno\at  l^pme.  .luiuft,  however,  beg  the  indulgence 
<*  .of  \b$  Boa*4  to  draw  up  a. defence  pf  my.  conduct ;  as  I 
*}  .knqw-.po  gefiod  of  my  future  life  in  which  the  tranfa&ion 
?'♦  that,  spears  on  tlje  Records  on  Monday  may.  not  /affe& 
€.c  my  cljara&er—I  am  unwilling  to  hurry  the  decifion  of  a 
*f  qu,e£ion  fo  which  I  had  the  misfortune  tp  differ  from  Ge- 
** ;  neral  Covering  and  Colonel  Monfon." 

The  General  and  Colonel  Monfon.  grew. warm;  Mr, 
Haftings  behaved  with  the  utmoft  candour  and  moderation ; 
the  honourable. gentleman  begged  the  debate  might  flop; 
and  the  Board  adjourned v 

The  next4day  all  was  fettled,  by,  the  honourable  gentleman 
fl  adopting  the  fentiments  of  his,  colleagues,  with  whom,  as  he 
lays,  he  had  invariably  a£tedr 

Without  meaning  to  impute  any  blame  to.  the  honourable 
gentleraaq,  I  will  put ,  it  to  himfelf  and  the  Committee, 
whether  he  did  fhewLthat  degree rof  independence  which  gen- 
tlemen generally  prefcrve  when  they  arc  inter  pares?  and 
in  fome  cafes  the  honourable  gentleman  was  certainly  primus 
inter  pares.  The  concluiioa  I  draw  from  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  words  is,  that  the  three  came  out  as  a  party, 
N  and  that  he  exprefledf,  in  very  ftrong  terms, 'ari^pprehen- 

iioQ 
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lion  of  notional  ill  confcquences  to  himfclf  at  home,  for  act- 
ing in  one/  inftance  according  to  the  diftates  of  bid  own  judge- 
ment, in  oppofition  to  the  fentirnents  of  General  Claveririg 
4nd  Colonel  Monfon. 

I  am  therefore,  my  Lord,  from  a  full'Ctofideration  of 
what  has  happened,  of  opinion,  that  the  Gorernor  General, 
whether  Mr.  Haftings  or  any  other  perfon,  being  the  firft  in 
ftation  in  India,  and  the  executive  officer  of  Government, 
fliould  have  fome  pre-eminence,  and  fome  fdperior  privilege 
and  refponfibility,  which  only  can  be  delegated  by  fixing 
the  number  of  members  at  four,  by  which  means,  in  cafe  of 
difference  of  opinion,  he  may  have  weight  from  bis  calling  "•  ! 

voice. 

Lord  North  anfwered  the  Major,  and  defended;himielf<-~»  itor4Vorth, 
He  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  bad  made  *  ffi- 
vere  attack  upon  the  unfortunate  number  five,  and  had  de- 
clared, that  it  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  the  calamities  in 
.India*  ■  It  had  fpiit  into  parties,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
•man  had  faid  it  was  impolfible.it  could  do  otherwife. '  Be  this 
as  it  might,  he  would  'defy  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
fplit  five  more  eafily  or  mom  eVenly  than  he  could  fplit  four; 
but  it  was  plain  what  the  honourable  gentleman  drove  at, 
and  what  his  aim  was.  It  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  to 
fay,  that  any.  Council,  fo  conftituted,  ar  not  To  be  at  the 
itoplicircomrnand  of  Mr.  Haftings,  was  fuch  a  Council  as  he 
could  not. approve  of— His  Lordfhip  defended  Mr«  Francis, 
Sir  John  Claveringi  and  Colonel  Monfon.  He  faid*  in  the  very 
firft  point  thofe  gentlemen  differed' with  Mr.  Haftings  upon, 
they  were,  as  clearly  in  the  right,  and  Mr*  Haftings  as 
clearly  in  the  wrong,  as  any  men  copld  poffibly  be.  The 
fubjedt  was  the  Rohilla  war,  in  which  M*.  Haftings  had  en- 
gaged, contrary  to  the  orders*  of  the  Directors,  and*  con- 
trary to  the  interefts  of  the  Company. 

.    Mr.  Francis  replied  to  Major  Scott,  and  ihetted,  that  Sir  Mr.  rWt! 
John  Clavering,  Colonel  Monfon,  and  he,  had  oppoicd  Mr. 
Haftings,  in  direft  conformity  to  the  exprefs  orders  of  the 
Directors.    He  alfo  ftajed, '  that  their  conduit  in  that  oppov-  I 

.fition  bad  been  highly  approved,  both  by  the  Court  of  Dt-  j 

re&ors  and  the  General  Court  of  Proprietors;  r/eirher  of  | 

which  bodies  of  men  had  on  any  occafion  afted  as  their" '"  v 
friends. 

•  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  that  the  blanks  before  the  Mr.  CHa 
words  "  Supreme  CoUnfellors,V  fhouid  be  filled  up  with  the  «ellor  *i 
word  three*  4        ,....'    v-.v;  4  !  :.    .  .  . 

S  %  Mr, 
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Mr.  wet.       Mr.  ffilbote  Ellis  objcatd  to  that  number  »  ,k»  fiikl  the 
b««  EUit.    pariianufti  flight  a?  well  at  once  tntke  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral abfolute,  as  to  put  it  in  his  power  to  make  himfelf  a  naar- 
jority  ;  for  if  only  one  of  the  three  CouncellOrt  fh<*uld  join 
with  him  in  any  tntafure,  be  himfelf  would  make  a  majority 
,  by  his  eaftiog  voic*  ;  afid,  therefore,  he  was  bf  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  much  better  either  to  increafe  thfe  number  of 
( Counfellors  to  four,  that  fo  there  might  be,  a  real  and  not  a 
•  fi&itious  majority,  or  tHe  not  to  appoint  any  Counfellors  at 
all,   but  leave  te  the  Governor  General  an  uocontroled 
power*  with  uedivided  refponfibility.  .   . 

Mr.FrtBcin     Mr*  £rm*ti$  fupjtorted  the  objection  made  by  Mc  Ellis ; 
he  faid,  that  in  a  Council,"  fuch  as  the  right  honoarable 
..  .;    member  prg^eftd*  there  would  bfe  a  preponderant  of  opi- 
nion only*,  tat!  not  eat  of  Members ;  and  he  did  AOt  appre- 
hend that  -a  Conboil  ought  to  befo  conftituted,  as  to  make  the 
fate  of  a  country  depend  on  orte  man ,  but  particularly  it 
could  not  be  good  pdfccy  to  give  a  man  a  Council  to  advife, 
,  apd  to  contra!  him  if  hfceeflary,  zhi  yet  put  it  in  his  power  to 
evade  all  control. 
Mr.  Van-  :     Mn  FattfttdrtfoM,  that  when  it  was  agreed  that  the  Go* 
fittart.       vernor  General  of  B4rigal*  fhduU  have  25,0001.  a  year  to 
'fupport  his  rank*  whHe  the  Suprtme  Counfellors  had  6oly 
>io,oooL  a  year  each,  it  was  intended  that  the  former  fhould 
bave  more  authority  than  the  latter ;  the  Committee  fhoudd 
ff}ll  up  the  blank  anftheclaiife  as  they  fhould  think  proper; 
but  i(  the/  fhouiM  vote  to  appoint  more  than  three  Supreme 
Counfellors,  he  Woiild  more  that  the  Governor  General 
Ihould  Mvfc  odVy  io>oooI.  a  year  in  future  ;  for  if  he  was  to 
-  be  confidendd  merely  as  one  of  the  Council,  without  any  fu- 
perior  authority,  lie  ought  not  to  receive  a  higher  falary  than 
fcay  other  Member  or  Counfelior. 
Mr.  Chin-       Mr.  Chancellor  Put  faid,  it  was  undoubtedly  intended 
•eliorPi^t.  jha|  the.GovafMr  General  fhould  have  a  greater  (hare  of 
power  than  tiny  other  Member  of  the  Supreme  Council; 
and  this  was  his  reafon  for  fo  conforming , the  Council,  as  to 
give  him  a  majority  by  his  cafting  Vote;  the  Committee, 
however,  would  judge  hetar  far  it  was  advifeable  to  adopt  his 
ideas  on  the  fabjedh    •  '       -         • 

Waj. Grant.      Major  Grant  obferved,  that  it  was  neoefiary  that  abfclute 
power,  to  a  certain  degree,  fhould  be  vefled  in  the  majority 
of  the  Council;  if.it  corififlfed  of  five  perfons,  the  abfolute 
1  power. would  be  lodged:  hi  three' bf  them;  if  it  corififted  of 

four,  it  would  be  lodged  y»  two,  one  of  whom",  die  Goyer* 

•   j  nor 


ior  General,  would;  by  his  caftiog  voice,  give  the  majority  e 
t  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  little  cpnfequence,  whether  ab- 
blute  power  was  lodged  in  two  pcrfons  or  in  three  ;  but  it 
was  a  matter  of  fome  confcquencc*  that  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral fhouid  have  a  iuperioricy  in.  Council*  The  blank  was  at 
laft  filled  up  agreeajrie  to  the  MiniftcrY  motion,  with  the 
word  thrtt.    "  t 

Mr*  Dandtts  then  Obferved,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  Mr,  DmJta 
claufe,  agreeable  to  a  claufe  in  a  farmer  aft,  fecured  the  fe» 
cood  place .  in  Council,  next ;  to  the  Governor  General, 
for  the  Commander  in  Chief  of.  the  forces— in  a  former  ad 
it  waa  provided,  that  if  the  Governor  General  fhouid  happen 
to  be  abfent  from  his  government,  the.  Commander  tn  Chief 
fhouid  dot  fit  in  Council  as  the  firft  Member  or  Chair* 
man,  during  his  abfeace,  but  that  in  fuchcafc,  the  Member 
next  the  Commander  in  Chief  fhouid  take  the  Chair,  .the 
Commands  in  Chief  fitting  fecond  ;  but  the  prpvifion 
extended  only  to*  cafes  of  the  Governor's  abfence  from 
his  government ;  he  meant  to  carry  the  provifion  farther, 
and  to  ena£k,  that  if  the  Governor  General  fhouid,  by  indif* 
pofition  or  any  other  caufe,  be  prevented  from  attending  the 
Council,  the  third  in  feniority  fhouid  take  the  chair,  the 
fame  as  if  the  Governor  was  abfeot  from  his  govecnmeitf. 
But  as  he  could  not  propofp  a  claufe  for  that  purpose  in  the 
Committee,  he  faid  he  would  move  it  on  the  report,    . 

The  Chairman  then  read  the  next  claufe,  relating  to  the  - 
Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay.    The  blank, 
as  in  the  former  claufe,  was  filled  up  with  the  word  tbm\ 
but  fome  difficulty  was  ftarted  relative  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief. 

Mr*  Chancellor  Pin  propofed,  that  whenever  the  Com*  Mr.  Chan, 
mander  in  Chief  of  Bengal  fhouid  happen,  when  on  fervice,  «•!!•*«*• 
to  be  at  Madras  or  Bombay,  be  (hould  have  a  feat  and  voice 
at  the  Council  of  Madras  or  Bombay,  inftead  of  the  Com* 
mander  in  Chief  of  thofe  two  fettlements. 

Major  Grant  and  Mr-  Fanjittart  agreed,  that  it  was  very  Maj.Grant^ 
proper  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  Ipdia  fhouid  lit  at  the  Mr-  v**6*- 
Council  Board,  either  of  Madras  oi<  Bombay,'  when  hfe  tan' 
fhouid  happen  to  ferve  in  thofe  diftri&s  i  which,  however, 
they  were  of  opinion,  would  happen  very  rarely  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  they  felt  for  the  honour  of  the  Commander  m 
Chief  of  thofe  diftri&s,  who,  by  this  proportion,-  would  find 
hiznfelf  degraded  and  banifhed  from  the  Copncil  Board,  while 
*c  fuperior  officer  fliQuW  be  prefent ;  they,  therefore,,  wiihed 
-     4  that 
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that  both  Commanders  might  be  permitted  to  retain  theft 
feats  in  the  Council. 
Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with 
celoU  Htu   their  wifli ;  he  wa*  of  opinion,  that  the  officer  who  was  to 
have  the  fupreme  command,  fhould  be  the  only  military  ofi- 
cer  who  fhould  vote  10  affairs  relative  to  war. 
Sir  Rkhtrd      Sir  Richard  Sutton  propofed  a  middle  way,  by  which  the 
S»tt«ii.       right  honourable  gentleman's  propofition  might  be  adopted, 
and  the  honour  of  the  Madras  and  Bombay  commanders  be 
at  the  fame  time  confidered :  he  propofed,  then,  that  when- 
ever the  Commander  in  Chief  of  Bengal  fhould  happen  to  be 
on  fervice  at  Madras  or  Bombay,  he  fhould  have  a  feat  and 
voice  in  the  Council  of  thofe  fettlements  ;  but  that  their  re- 
fpecYive  Commanders  fhould  not  be  excluded  from  the  Coun- 
cils ;   that  they  fhould  {till  continue  to  have  feats  at  the 
Board,  but  not  voices. 
Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  approved  of  the  honourable  Baronet's 
cellar  Pitt,  expedient,  which  was  accordingly  adopted. 

The  next  claufe  was  for  the  ordering  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  be  Governor  and  Council 
for  Madras,  and  others  for  Bombay. 
U.  North,  Lord  North  wondered  that  entire  new  Councils  fhould  be 
appointed  for  thefe  two  Prefidencies,  white  the  Council  of 
Bengal  was  to  remain  \njiatu  quo. 
Mr.  Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt-hid,  that  though  the  Supreme  Coan- 
-**-rPitu  cfl  of  Bengal  had  been  limited  to  afmall  number^  theCoun- 
fellors  of  Madras  were  much  more  numerous,  as  were  thofc 
of  Bombay  ;  now  it  ipas  proper  that  they  fhould  not  conti- 
nue more  numerous  than  the  Supreme  Council  to  which  they 
were^  to  be  fubordinate  ;  it  was  not,,  however,  intended  to 
appoint  Council  entirely  new  for  both  thefe  Prefidencies ; 
-  the  number,  however,  fhould  be  reduced,  and  the  names  of 
fome  of  the  prefent  members,  or  of  other  perfons  might  be 
put  into  the  new  appointment. 

The  claufe  veiling  the  nomination  of  the  fcveral  Com- 
manders in  Chief  of  Fort  William,  Fort  St.  George,  ami 
Bombay,  in  his  Majefty,  was  expunged  on  tfie  mdtion  of 
Mr.-  Pitt,  who  faid,  he  intended  to  leave  thefe  feveral  ap- 
pointments in  the  hands  of  the  Company. 

.The  Chairman  then  read  the  following  claufe  :  c«  That  no 
"  order  or  refolution,  or  any  General  Court  of  Proprietors 
"  of  the  faid  United  Company,  fhall  be  available  to  revoke 
"  or  refcind,  or  ia-any  refpeft  to  afffeft  any  aft,  order,  refc- 
*'  latiou,  matter  gr  proceeding,  of  the  faid  Court  of  Direc- 


A*  1784.  .DEBATE    S.  t^ 

"  tors,  by  this  aft  authorifed,  to  be  made  or  done,  by  the  faid 
&c  Court,  after  His  Majefty's  pleasure  ihall  have  been  fig- 
<c   nified  from  the  fame." . 

Mr.  Dcmpjier  faid,  he  never  would  give  his  confeftt.that.Mr.Demf- 
any  fuch  claufe  as  this  fhould  pafs. .    By  this  claufe,  the  fter» 
Court .  of  Proprietors  would  be  annihilated  ;  •  and  he  never 
would  confent  to  the  annihilation  of  a  Court,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  had  more  than  once  ferved  this  country ;  and  he  Ven- 
tured to  fay,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  name  one'inftance  out  ♦ 
of  twenty,  in  which  the  Court  of  Proprietors  had  been  in  the 
wrong  in  its  decifions.    He  would  not  enter  into  the  legal 
difculBon  of  4<  the  queftion,"  whether  a  majority  of  a  cor- 
poration could  furrender  up  the  rights  which  every  individual 
held  under  a  charter ;  but  he  would  contend,  that,  a  power 
was  going  to  be  taken  from  a  body  of  men,  who  had  never 
yet  abufed  it. 

Mr.  Dundas  infilled,  that  nothing  was  taken  (rom.the  Mr  Dundaa 

Court  of  Proprietors  which  ought  to  be  left  wifh  the.m  ;  the- 

determination  of  great  political  queftions  relating  to  war  and 

'peace,   was  indeed  to;  be  taken  from  them,  but  that  Was  all ; 

the  appointment  of  their  icrvants,  even  of  Commander  .in 

Chief,  was  ftill  to  be  in  their  own  hands;  and  they  would 

ftill  have  a  right  and  power. to  recal  their  fervants  at  their 

pleafure;  they  would  only  "be  refrained  from  preyentirjg  the 

return  of  arfy  fervout  whdm   the;  Court  of  Dire&^rs  and 

the  new  Board  fhpuld  think  proper  to  recal.     In  all  other 

refpe&s,  rthe.powers  .of  the  Court  of . Proprietors  woijlcj   be 

the  fame,  after  the  pafling  of  the  bill,   that  they  aye  now  ; 

their  commercialooncerns  would  be  ftill  in  their  own  hands.  • 

Mr.  Francis  faid,  that  if  the  whole  potter  of  the  Court  of  Mr.Fmncit, 
Proprietors  wa*  to.be  taken; away,,  he  would  vpte  for  the 
claufe ;  if  not,  he  would  oppofe  it.     For  his  part,  he  con- 
ceived, that  the  claufe  would  moft  completely  annihilate  the> 
power  both  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors  and  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors. .> 
.   Major  Scott  declared,  he  would  fooner  cut  his  hand  off,  or  M»j.  Scttt. 
his  tongue  out,  than  he  would  confent  to  a  claufe  that  ihould 
take  any  power  from  the  Court  of  Proprietors,  if  they  them-        ;.•*■* 
feives  had  not  contented  to  it.    But  the  claufe  took  very  little 
from  them,  and  that  with  .their  own  confent  :  even  at  this 
moment,  if  the^Court  of  Directors,  having  agreed  upon  a 
particular  meafure,  fhould  confult  His  Majefty's  Minifters 
upon  it9  and  obtain  their  approbation,  the  Court  of  Proprie- 
tors muft  be  precluded. by  ths  att.  of.  the  Directors,  and  the 

'        *  *    "fub'fe- 
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fljbftqu^nt  approbation  of  kke  Crowif>  it  was  only  before 
the  Royal  approbation  was  given  to  the  meafores,  of  the 
Court  of  Direftors,  that  the  Proprietors  could  interfere; 
and  then  they  eootd  present  the  Direftors  from  referring  the 
matter  to  the  King**  Miniftfrs. 
l&r  Bough-      Mr.  B*u£bton  Koufc  &id  j  the  Proprietors  having  repeatedly 
to»  Roafe.  abufed  thleir  power,  they  ought  to  forfeit  it  imirriy .     . 
Mr.  Samuel      Mr;  Sartket  Smith  defended  the  Court  of  Proprietors  %  he 
Smith.        agreed  with  Major  Scotf^  that  if  the  Court  of  Proprietors 
interfered  before  the  Directors  fhoutdhavc  got  their  mca- 
fures  approved  by  the  Crown,    they:  could  annul  thofe 
meafuresj  but  the  meafures  being  once  apjirdved,  the  Pro- 
prietors wete  precluded  from  any  interference*       Thus, 
bad  the  Direftors,  when. they  refolved  torecal  Mr.  Haft- 
ings,  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for.  his  approba- 
tion, the  Court  of  Proprietors  could  not  have  prevented 
the  rt£al:    The  claufe  before  the  Committee  would  leave 
the  Court  of  ProprietorsJn  a  very  little  worie  fituation  thau 
they  are  at  prefent  •,   and  a*  to  what  ww  *<*  be  taken  from 
them,  he,  for  one,  would  never  conTewt  to  it,  if  he  did 
not  know  that  the  Court  of  Proprietors  had  already  .-fignificd 
their  confent. 

The  queftion  was  at'laft  put  upon  the  claufe^  which  was 
carried  without  a  divifion.   .  .  .  >  ,i.J(  ..  • 

The  claufe  by  which :  the* Presidencies  of  Madras  and 
Bombay  are  made  dependent  upon  Bengal,,  was  palled  with 
an  amendment  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt-,  ■-&  that*  whenever 
"  orders  were  fent  out  for  thefe  Prefide.  ncies,  which  pafibd 
,"- through  the  hands  of  the  Governoc  Cencral^. the  So*. 
••  <t  preme.  Council  ihould  put  their  cc^ruifcion  upon  thefe 

*  'JAraers;  and-  dirt  ft  tfoofe  Prefideadictf  to  obey  them, 
"  which  they  fhould  be  bound  to  do,  eicepfc  ahty  Should 
"have 'received  orders  to  the  contrary' from,  iiorae,.  of 
"  which  the  Supreme  Council  were  igaorant  when  they 
u  put  their  conftru&ion  on  the  difpatches." 

The  laft  claufe  read  by  the  Committee,  was  that  which 
enjoins  a  pacific  fyftem  to  the  Governors  abrQad. 
MajorCrant  Major  Grarft  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  lay  down 
precife  rules  for  men  who  were  to  aA  at  the  diftanee  of 
1 2,000  miles  s  for  his  part,  without  ootiGdering  minutely 
in  what  wars  the  Company  ought  to  engage,  and  in. what 
not,  he  would  content  himfelf  with  faying*  that  if  aiyftem 
of  oeconomy  was  purfued  abroad,  and  great  attention  paid 
o  military  difcipline,  fc  might  bid  defiance  to  all  India. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Demp/fer  did  not  think  Parliament  ought  to  go  any  Mr.  Demp- 
farther  than  to  recommend  a  fyftem  of  peace ;  foroccafions  ft«. 
might  arife,  in  which  it  would  be  neceflary  for  the  Gover- 
nors abroad  to  go  to  war  without  waiting  for  orders  from 
home.  The  powers  in  India  were  almoft  as  well  balanced 
as  in  Europe ;  and  the  Englifh  Governors  could  not  (land 
by,  and  fee  their  weaker  neighbours  fall  a  prey  to  more 
powerful  neighbours ;  they  ought  not  to  fuffer  the  Ma- 
rattahs  to  rum  the  Nizam,  or  even  Tippoo  Saib.  A  war  in 
defence  of  thefc  Princes  might  in  fadl  be  a  war  for  bur 
own  pfefervation.  It  would  be  enough,  then,  to  lay  down 
general  rules  for  pacific  meafpres,  and  leave  the  reft  to  th£ 
prudence  and  difcretion  of  our  fervants  abroad. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thought  alfo,  that  it  might  not  be  Mrm  Chin- 
very  prudent  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Governors  abroad  wHar  pitt» 
too  tight. 

Mr.  Wraxall  obferved,  that  however  beautiful  in  theory  fit.  Vtnxm 
fuch  recommendations  might  be,  and  however  deferving  ***• 
admiration,  as  fpeculative  tenets  of  policy,  he  yet  con- 
ceived that  they  were  much  too  general  and  indefinite  to 
apply  to  local  circumftances  and  emergencies,  that  it  fuf- 
ficed  to  look  upon  the  map  of  India,  to  fee  the  prodigious 
extent  of  country  to  be  prote&ed  and  defended  j  and  that 
we  were  as  much  bound  by  neceffity  to  defend  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  Carnatic  and  of  Oude,  as  to  proteft  any  of  our 
mod  immediate  fettlements.  Mr.  Wraxall  added,  that 
unqueftionably,  from  the  ruined  and  exhaufted  flate  of  our 
finances  in  India,  as  well  as  from  the  attaint  which  the 
good  faith  of  the  Englifh  nation  had  fuffered  from  fomc 
tranfa&ions  of  paft  years,  it  was  highly  expedient  to  en? 
deavour  to  preferve  peace  ;  but  that  it  was  nugatory  to 
attempt  to  do  more  than  recommend  fuch  a  fyftem,  as 
the  conduit  to  be  held  in  peculiar  fituations  mult  be  left 
to  the  judgement  of  Government  on  the  fpot. 

The  claufe  was  agreed  to. 

Mr*  Wraxall  defired  to  be  informed  by  Administration,  Mr.  Wrax* 
whether  it  was  their  intention  to  leave  the  nomination  of  •*!, 
Minifters  at  all  the  great  courts  of  India  with  the  Supreme 
Council  of  Bengal,  or  whether  they  were  to  be  with  the 
inferior  Prefidencies  of  Madras  and  Bombay  ?  Mr.  Wrax- 
all faid,  that  %  it  appeared  to  him  .to  be  a  matter  of  the 
higheft  confequence  to  the  welfare  of  the  Englifh  nation  •    ' 

at  large,  to  fettle  this  point,   and  to  leave  thofe  nomi- 
nations exclufively  and  ab&lutely  to  the  Supreme  Govern- 

YolXVL'  ■  T  ment 


i3S  PAR  Li  I  4  MyE  $  T  A;1UY  A,  1784. 

mcnt  at  Calcutta.  He  faid5  that  ii mull  be  apparent  to 
Miniftry,  and  to  the  Committee,  of  tfbat  importance  ic 
was  above  all,  to  leave  the  three  great  nominations  of  En- 
voys to  Seringapatam,  Pooriah,  and  Hyderabad,  in  the 
fcands  of  the  Government  General*;  and  he  inftanced,  by 
calling  the  recolle&ion  of  gentlemen  converfant  in  Eaft- 
Jndia  affairs,  to  the  quarrel  which  took  place  fome  years 
ago,  between  the  Prefidency  of  Madras  and  the  Bengal 
Government,  refpe&ing  Mr.  Hollond,  who  was  Minifter 
at  Hyderabad,  the  court  of  the  Nizam.  The  Prefidency 
of  Madras  absolutely  refufed'  to  permit  that  gentle- 
rnan's  day,  although  it  was  preflingly  and  urgently  re- 
quefted  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Haftings  and  the  Supreme 
.  Council.  . 
M*.Pun4*s#  Mr.  Dundai  informed  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  an- 
fwer,  that  though  it  might  not  be  neceffary  or  eligible  to 
make  exprefc  provifion  refpeCiing  the  right  of  nominating 
Minifters  tp  the  courts  of  Hindoftan,  yet,  that  he  was  fully 
o,f  opinion  it  muft  refide  in  the  Government  of  Bengal,  if 
not;  to  appoint,  at  leaft  to  Superintend  all  fuch  appoint- 
ments. 

The  Committee  then  flopped  for  the  night. 

July  20. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means, 
Mr.  &of<v  Mr,  Hoji  ftated,  that  the  dealers  in  horfes  bad  applied  to 
the  Treaiupy  upon  the  fubjecl  of  the  intended  tax  onthofe 
animals,  and  had  {hewn  that  they  would  be  under  a  con- 
£derable  hardfhip,  if  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay  the  tax 
upon  all  the  horfes  that  paffed  through  their  bsfnds  $  >  it*  was 
propofed  therefore  to  exempt  the  dealers  m  horfes  from  the 
payment  of  the  new  tax,  and  in  lieu  of  it,  t*  oblige  them 
to  take  out  a  Hcenfe,  the  duty  of  which  was  intended  te 
be  ten  pounds  for  every  horfe- dealer  within  tbs  Bills  of 
Mortality,  and  five  pounds  for?  all  who  refided  in  the 
•"  •  country.     Mr.  Rofe  moved  resolutions  accordingly. 

While  Mr.  Gilbert  was  reading  the  fefolution  for   the 

Borough  of  Southwark  (borfe-dcalers  refidentin  which  were 

alfo  to  pay  ten  pounds  for  their  licenfe), 

Mr.  Shcri-      y[fm  Sheridan  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  fuoh  a  *£f  opofition, 

**•  fcppttred    to   him    extremely   liable  to    evafion.      Might 

not    innkeepers    vei*r   fairly "  fav  they    were  dealers    it 

wrfesj  and  might  not  tfaofe  who  kept  a  great  number, 

ckhcr 
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cither  for  ufe,  pleafure,  or  fplcnd6ur,  take  out  a  licenfe  as 
liorfe-dealers^atd  under  that,  fhelter  themfelves  from  the. 
payment  of  tire  duty  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  there  certainly  was  fome  vali- Mr.chan. 
dity  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  obfervation,  but  the  cellor  Pilt» 
licenfe  was  meant  to  be  allowed  to  be  taken  out  merely' 
by  perfons  whofe  a&ual  profeffion  it  was,  to  buv  and  fell 
horfes.  With  regard  to  inn-keepers  calling  themfelves 
horfe- dealers,  they  were  not  the  fort  of  horfe-dealers  in' 
qucftion  ;  and  there  furely  might  be  claufes  thought  9f  that 
■would  guard,  the  bill  from'evafion,  either;  in  that  way  or 
the  other  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  declared,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  Sii  Richard 
had  in  a  great  meafure  forestalled  what  he  ^ras  about  to  fay,  Hili.  . 
but  there  certainly  might  be  various  ways  of  preventing  any 
evafion  of  the  tax  through  the  medium  of  the  licenfe  now 
propofed  to  be  taken  out  by  horfe-dealers.  Among  others, 
thole  who  took  out  a  licenfe  might  be  obliged  to  write  up 
on  a  board,  confpicuoufly  placed,  «*  Licenfed  to  deal  in 
4€  horfes/'  rin  like  manner  as  inn-keepers,  &c.  licenfed  to 
deal  in  fpirituoys  liquors  were  at  prefent  obliged  to  do.  , 

Mr.  Rolle  ftated,  that  fome  perfons  might  deal  in  horfes,  Mr.  RoUe. 
and  keep  an  inn  or  an  alehoufe  at  cine  and  the  fame  time. 
"What  was  to  be  done  in  refpedt  of  the  prefent  propofition 
in  that  particular  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  conceived,  that  there  were  but  few  Mr.chan- 
horfe^dealcrs  in  the  kingdom  fo  circumftanced.  cellared. 

Sir  Thomas  Gafccigne  faid,  in  the  part  of  the  country  in  Sir  Thomas 
which   he  lived,    the  cafe  was  extremely  common.      So  c>fc©igjp. 
much  fo,  that  in  the  county  of  York,  he  believed,  there 
was  fcarcely  any  dealer  in  hprfes,  who  did  not  alfo  keep  an 
inn  or  an  alehoufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  fhould  fuppofe  that  one  of  Mr*  Chan, 
the  two  bufinefles  was  enough  to  live  by,  and  therefore  it cellor  l  •'* 
would  be  extremely  eafy  to  dire&  that  thofc  whp  had 
licenfes,  a*  horfe-dealers,  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  take 
out  licenfes  as  retailers  of  wine  and  fpirituous  liquors.  At 
any  rate,  when  the  bill  fhotild  be  before  a  Committee, 
proper  means  of  preventing .  abufe  9r  evasion  might  be 
adopted.     ^        ' 

The  rrfolutions  pafTed. 

A  debate  took  place  on  the  claim  of  a  Mr.  Dalbjt  cm  the* 
ordnance,  which  was  referted  to  the  Committee. 

•  -lTa  On 
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Onth£  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  grant  relief  to  the 
Eaft-  India  Company,  N 
Mr.  £4ea»  Mr,  Eden  defired  to  know  from  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  bow 
he  meant  to  fill  up  the  two  latter  claufes  j  for  without 
knowing  this,  gentlemen  could  not  make  up  their  minds 
on  the  bill.  He  went  over  the  claufes,  and  commended 
the  regulations  relative  to  the  bills  of  exchange  which  the 
Company  were  to  be  permitted  to  accept,  and  faid,  his 
only  doubt  was  as  to  the  dividend  which  they  were  to  be 
,  allowed  to  make.  He  fliould  hope  that  not  more  than  four 
per  cent,  upon  the  whole,  was  intended  to  be  allowed, 
becaufe  that  was  as  much  as  under  their  prefent  circum- 
stances they  ought  to  be  permitted  to  divide  $  in  fad,  a 
trading  Company  ought  not  to  divide  at  all,  till  their  debts 
were  paid ;  but,  ■  at  any  rate,  he  hoped  it  was  not  intended 
at  the  utmoft  ftreteh  to  let  the  Company  divide  more  tfyaa 
fix  per  cent.  If  he  could  be  affured  of  that,  he  would  net 
fay  a  word  more  about  the  bill,  but  permit  it  to  pafs  with* 
but  farther  obftru&ion  or  objection  of  any  kind  what* 
foeve*. 
Mr.  Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  from  what  the  honourable 
cein»rPm.  gentleman  had  fuggefted,  it  was  evident,  he  had  not  on  a 
Former  day  exprefied  a  wifli,  that  the  bill  might  not  be 
printed  without  fome  reafon.  It  bad  occafioned  what  had 
now  been  faid  upon  it.  With  regard  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  queftion,  he  muft  beg  to  be  excufed  from  fay- 
ing, whether  he  ihould  be  for  the  higher  or  the  lower 
dividend,  becaufe,  whenever  he  declared  to  which  he  was 
mod  inclined,  he  (hould  wifli  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
Hating,  at  the  fame  time,  his  reafons  for  being  of  fitch 
an  opinion.  At  prefent,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into  detail, 
as  another  fubje&  required  the  attention  of  the  Hpufe,  and 
therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  muft  excufe  him,  if  he 
declined  anfwering  his  queftion. 
Mr,  Demp-  Mr.  Dempjier  faid  a  few  words  refpe&ing  the  intereft  of 
*?.  the  Company's  debt  to  Government  for  duties,  which  he 

thought  fhould  not  be  given  up. 

The  bill  w^sthen  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed 
for  the  Friday* 

The  Houfe  having  gone  into"  a  Committee  on  the  bill 

for  the  better  government  of  India,  Mr.  Jdam  rofe,  and 

.  obferved,  that  from  the  numerous  and  material  alterations 

the  bill"  had  undergone  in  the  Committee,  and  the  many 

fnore  it  was  yet  likely  to  undergo,  its  face  would  be  fo 

jnuch 
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much  changed,  that  it  would  come  out  of  the  Committee 
a  bill  totally,  different  from  that  which  went  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  he  hoped,  therefore',  when  it  had  paffed  the  Com- 
mittee, the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  permit  it  to 
be  read  proformaf  print  it  with  the  amendments  and  alter- 
ations, and  then  fuffer  it  to  be  recommitted,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  a  fair  difcuffion  of  it  in  the  form  it  would  by  that 
time  have  affumed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  could  h*ve  no  objection  to  Mr.  Chuu 
the  honourable  gentleman's  propofition,  bccaufe  if  he  was  «liorPitc 
not  greatly  miftaken,  he  had  already  on  a  former  day  in- 
timated his  intention  to  do  what  the  honourable  gentleman, 
had  fuggefted. 

The   Houfe  having  relplved  itfelf  into  a   Committee, 
Mr.  Dundas  rofe  and  begged  the  attention  of  the  Com-  Mr.DaaM 
mittee  for  a  few  minutes.     Gentlemen,  he  faid,  muft  be 
aware,  that  they  were  now  come  to  a  very  delicate  part  of 
the  bill,  thofe  claufes  which  affe&ed  the   native  Indiin 
Princes,  and  particularly  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  Rajah 
of  Tanjore,    and    certain  other  Rajahs,   zemindars,   and 
polyglrs,  and  landholders  of  different  descriptions.    Every 
perfon  at  aU  converfant  with  Indian  affairs  would  undoubt- 
edly join  with  him  in  opinion,  that  to  lay  down  any  pre- 
cife  and  definite  plan  of  regulation  to  be  obferved  in  India, 
with  regard  to  the  Nabob's  debts,  and  the  Rajah  of  Tan* 
jore's  debts,  and  to  the  other  Rajahs,  zemindars,  polygars, 
&c.  would  be  toad)  in  a  manner  that  might  considerably 
tend  to  embarrafs  and  to  impede  the  very  purpofe  aimed 
at,  becaufe  thofe  rules  once  laid  down  by  the  authority  of 
an  a£t  of  Parliament,  they  could  not  be  departed  from* 
At  the  fame  time  it  waft  equally  obvious,  that  propositions     x    ' 
of  too  loofe  and  general  a  nature  might  do  harm  the  other 
way.    He  knew,  that  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  debts  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  there  were 
in  the  pofieffion  of  the  India  Company,  Reports  very  ac*» 
curately  drawn,  and  nearly  coxnpleated  ;  he  meant,  there- 
fore, for  the  prefent,  to  move  to  leave  all  the  claufes  out  of 
the  bill  that  related  to  thofe  perfons  whom  he  had  juft 
defcribed  $  meaning,  hereafter,  to  rhove  a  (ingle  claufe  in 
the  room  of  them,  which,  according  to  the  judgement  of 
a  perfon  intimately  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  Ifcdia» 
and  more  perfectly  mailer  of    the  particular  topics  to 
v-hich  he  had  alluded,  than  perhaps,  any  Member  o(  that 

Houfe 
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Hotife,  vas  likely  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  much  better  than 
the  claufes  he  mould  itiotc  to  leave  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dundas  accordingly  moved  to  leave  oat  tbe  claufes 
narked  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48,  49*  50,  5 1,  and  52. 

Being  questioned  br  Mr.  Eden,  as  to  his  intention  with 
teipc&  to  the  fubjecx  of  the  claufes  fo  defigned  to  be 
omitted,  Mr.  Dundas  read  the  firft  draft  of  a  claufe, 
which,  he  faid,  was  what  he  had  in  idea  to  fubflitute  in 
their  place.     ■   ,     .  • 

The  Committee,  after  this,  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
Wanks  of  the  progreffive  claufes,  till  they  came  to  thofe  that 
relate  to  the  inftitution  of  a  new  judicature. 

July  21. 

The  Houfe  went  again  into  a  Committee.  On  reading  tie 

claufe  obliging  all  perfons  on  their  return  home  to  give  in 
3  duplicate  of  their  fortunes  upon-  oath, 
yr.  v/el-        Mr.  lVtlbort  Ellis  obferved,  that  an  account  of  their  pro- 
ton Ellis,    perty  thus  given  was  not  fufiicient  grounds  to  clear  up  cither 
fufpicion  or  charge  before  thofe  appointed  to  make  the  in- 
quiry *   to  be  perfect  on  this  head,  a  cognizance  of  what 
they  were  worth  on  their  departure  from  home  was  neccf- 
fory,  otherwife  it  would  be  vain  and  fruitlefs  to  endeavour 
at  any  certainty  in  ascertaining  what  they  really  acquired 
abroad,  and  would  open  a  wide  field  for  evafion  and  abaie. 
Mr.  Chan.       Mr  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
edit*  Pitt.  £uUy  to  tnc  purpofe,  to  caufe  thefe  gentlemen  an  their  re- 
turn to  England  to  (late  what  was  their  property  on  going 
out,  and  what  they  acquired  in  India.     - 
M*k  Eden.       Mr.  Eden  thought  tbe  claufe  objectionable  for  many  rea- 
fpna  *  he  did  not  deny,  but  that  a  neceffity  exifted  for  go- 
ing fome  lengths  more  than  ordinary  to  correct  the  abates 
complained  of.     He  argued  that  the  friends  of  this  inqui- 
fitorial  evidence  ought  to  apply  the  fame  remedy  tto  tbe 
abufes  in  tbe  Weft  Indies,  and  to  thofe  who    had  the 
handling  of  money  at  home  v    the  fame  principle  that  ex- 
tended to  one,  extended  alfo  to  the  others,  though  not  in 
fo  preffing  a  degree  as  to  the  one  under  confiderattdn  now. 
lie  fuggefted,  that  fome  difcriminatton  ought  to  be  made, 
v  and  not  equally  involve  all  people  concerned  in  that  fcr- 

vice,  as,  no  doubt,  fbnac  men  were  actuated  by  principles 
of  honour. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Ord  thought  it  was  hard  to  fubject  all  to  fuch  rigour,  Mr.  Or*, 
and  propofed  that  it  fliould  only  extend  to  thofe  agairift 
-whorp  a  fufpicion  lay, 

Mr.  Dundai  faid,  if  fuch  fliould  be  the  opinion  of  the  Mr.Dunto 
Committee!  he  requefted  the  odious  duty  of  making  the 
charge  fhould  be  transferred  to  fome  other  body  of  men 
than  thofe  oppointed   to  aft  under  the  prefent  bill ;    the 
Directors  or  Proprietors  would  be  much  more  proper  for  ' 

fuch  a  talk,  where  punifliment  was  to  be  partially  inflict-  •  - 

cd  ;  the  principle  he  would  have  general,  as  it  thereby  re- 
moved all  imputation  of  favour  from  the  Commiffioners, 
and  enabled  every  man  to  fit  down  and  enjoy  with  con- 
fcious  fatisfaction  what  he  had  acquired  with  honour. 

Mr.  Dempjier  reprobated  the  idea  of  treating  every  man  Mr.  Dtnrf . 
,who  entered  the  fervice  of  the  Company  as  -a  character  ftcr« 
upon  whom   fufpicion  ought  to  be  entailed,  till   he  fub- 
mite'ed  tg  the  tribunal  intended  to  be  eftablifhed ;    in  his 
opinion,  the  very  remedy  propofed  would  have  the  leaft 
-effect  where  it  was  intended  to  operate  ;  for  the  very  man 
who  could  be  guilty   of  peculation  or  extortion,  was  the 
very  man ,  who  would  leaft   he  fit  ate  to  make  an  oath   to 
juftify  himfelf,  and  infure  his  ill-acquired  wealth ;  the  pro*- 
ceedings  in  the  prefent  cafe  were  riot  a  new  idea  of  his; 
for  he  remembered,  when  he  was  an  Eaft-India  Director, 
the  porters  who  attended  the  Houfe  were  every  evening 
fearched  for  fear  they  fliould  carry   away  any  thing  they 
ought  not  with  them  ;  as  to  the  notion  of  finding  out  what 
fome  people  were  worth  in  going  out  to  India,  he  believed 
it  would  be  a  very  hard  matter  to  make  out  what  it  was.  t 

Lord  North  approved  of  making  the  examination  of  all  Lord  North* 
thofe  who  returned  home  from  India  general;    an  opinion 
pf  guilt  fhould  not  be  entertained  again  ft  any  man  in  par*  - 
ticular,  before  proof;    and  it  would  be  making  a   cruel 
diftinftion  to  point  at  one  man  and  exempt  another,  which 
muft  terminate  at  length  in  partiality ;    but  of  all  people,  r 

.he  could  npt  approve  that  the  Proprietors,  or  any  loofe 
body  of  men  fliould  have  the  authority  of  conducting  ao- 
cufatioBS,  as.  wealth  'would'  find  the  way  again  to  mitigate 
punifljment;  fo  that  he  recommended  the  bufinefs  to  be 
without  exception,   and  general. 

Sir  James  Johnjione  faid,  that  the  poor  would  undergo  Sirjame* 
puni&ment,  and  the  rich  efcape  it.  Johnftone. 

Mr.  Pawys  afked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  Mr.Powyi. 
mtant  to  modify  this  claufe. 

Mr. 
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Mr.Cha«;       Mr*  Chancellor  JVff  replied,  that  he  propofed  to  continue 
ttlloiPitt  jthe  claufe  as  it  flood  ;  but  that  hi  fa£tit  would  be  modified 
"by  a  fubfequent  claufe,  which  exempted  perfons  from  gi?- 
ing  in  the  account  where  fortunes  did  not  exceed  a   certain 
fum  5  he  would  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  his  idea 
was  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  that  ctaufe  with  5000 1-  for  five 
years,  and  fo  on  in  that  proportion. 
Wr.Jenkin-      Mr.  Jenkinfm  faid,  that  undoubtedly  the  claufe  appeared 
Iba.  harih,  but  it  was  neceflary ;  he  trufted  the  Houfe    would 

.adopt  it  '9   for  bis  part,  he  thought,  if  a  gentleman   at  the 
end  of  ten  years  returned  with  no  larger  a  fum  than  io*ooty 
all  farther  (peculation  would  be  needlefs. 
Mr.Vanfit-      Mr*  Vanfituxrt  faid,  he  approved  the  principle  upon  which 
tart*  the  claufe  was  brought  in  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 

man 5  no  perfon,  he  believed,  would  conceive  be  meant  to 
fcreen  oppressions,  or  that  he*  was  hoftile  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman ;  but  the  claufe  (truck  him  as  very 
harfli,  and  very  fevere.  There  might  be  a  variety  of  iea- 
fons  which  might  fairly  be  fuppofed  to  operate  upon  the 
mind  of  a  very  honeft  man,  and  to  make  fuch  a  difclofure 
very  difagreeable  to  him.  He,  therefore,  thought  it  fhould 
be  applicable  to  thofe  only,  againft  whom  fome  charge  had 
been  brought.  Several  gentlemen  fpoke,  and  propofed 
different  modes  of  modification  ;  and  Mr.  Smith  thought 
that  merchants  fhould  be  exempted  from  giving  in  any 
account  of  this  kind. 
Mr,Franci9>  Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  very  highly  applauded  the  principle 
of  the  claufe  ;  but  it  did  not  provide  for  the  punifhment  of 
men,  who  might  in  fa£t  not  be  worth  a  rupee,  but  who  had 
acquiredlarge  fortunes  by  peculation,  and  afterwards  might 
have  diffipated  thofe  fortunes  in  India. 
M? .  Micdo-  •  Mr,  Macdonald  faid,  that  other  claufes  effe&ually  provided 
mid.  for  the  punifhment  of'oppreffion,  whether  the  fruits  of  fuch 

oppreffion  were  preferved  or  diflipated  abroad. 

lord  Noth.       Lord  North  declared,  that  he  did  not  expeft  much  good 

from  the  claufe  ;  but  if  it  flood  at  all,  undoubtedly  it  fhould 

be  general. 

Major  Scott      Major  Scott  faid,  that  the  learned  gentleman  and  the 

noble  lord  had  explained,  in  a  much  abler  manner  than  he 

was  able  to  do,  what  he  meant  to  have  faid.     With  refpeS 

,  to  the  cafe  fuppofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr. 

Francis)  he  undoubtedly  conceived,  that  if  a  gentleman  ip 

India  bad  acquired  great  riches  by  peculation  or  oppreflion, 

had  afterwards  diflipated  the  whole,  and  even  involved  him- 

fclf 
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felf  in  debt ;  jf  tych  a  perfon  flxould  return  to  England  -t a 
fiucceed  to,  a  fortune  bequeathed  to  him  here,  furely  he  wjis 
amenable  to  j  aft  ice,  and  refponfible  for  his  anions  in  as 
great,  a  degree' as  if  he  had  brought  a  large  ill-acquired  for* 
tune  to  England.  It  certainly  did  fometimes  happen,  that 
a  gentleman  had  acquired  a  handfome  fortune  (he  would  not 
fay  by  peculation)  and  afterwards  loft  it  again,  as  he  heard 
was  the  cafe4of  an  intimate  acquaintance  6f  the  honourable 
gentleman  very  lately.  With  refpeft  to  wjijit  had^been  pro* 
pofed  by  .^  right  honourable  gentleman  {Mr.  Jenkinfon) 
that  thofe  wfop  jreturned  at  the  end  r  of  ten,  years,  with 
iO,oooL  (hould  be  exempted  from  any  examination  j  be 
could  af&ire  the  Committee,  that  at  leaft  nineteen  out 
of  twenty  of  the  fervants  in  India,  would  be  exceedingly 
happy  at  a  profpeft  of  being  worth  io,oool.  in  ten  years. 
But  the  fe£t  was,  that  npt  one  in  ten  was  worth  a  fhilling 
at  the  £nd  o£  ten  years,-— That  the  fervice  of  the  Com- 
pany- of.  lat>e  years  was  not  advantageous,  till  after  a  much 
longer  .residence,  though  there  might  be  a  few,  and  a  very 
few,  exceptions.  With  refpe&  to  the  claufe,.  he  certainly 
approved  of  its  being  general;  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  it  hid  his  entire  approbation;  and  10  far  he  differ- 
ed from  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Vanfittart)  for  fuch 
an  expofure  would  convince  the  world,  how  much  they 
had  been,  miftaken,  fcotjj  as  to  (he  amount  of  the  fortunes 
acquired,,  and  the  tirne  in  which  they  were  m$de,  Triere 
might,  however,  be  many  very  good  reaforw,  though  they 
did  did  not,ft<rike  him,  why  gentleman  might  not.  wifli*  that 
the  preqife  amount  of  their  fortunes  ihould  be  known ; 
but  as  an  oppofition  to  the  claufe  would  }>e  con  ft  rued,  unr 
der  the  delufion.  that  prevailed,  to  a  wifli  to  fcreen  pecula- 
tion, it  (hould  have  his  intire  concmren.ce. 

Lord  Afabou.fpcke  ftrongly  in  favour  of  the,  claufe ;  and  Ld.  Mahon. 
was  of  opinion,  that  fuch  a  law  hanging  in terrorem  over 
their  heads  who  a£ted  in  India,  would  a&uate  them  to 
uprightnefs. 

Sir  PVm  Dolben  obferved,  that  the  cafe  of  many  people  sir  w^iijfem 
who  went  out  to  India  before  this  law  was  intended  to  pafs,  Ooihttu 
mud  be  very  hard;  as  t\pj  muft  feel  the  effe&s  of  a  jurif- 
prudence  they  had  no  right  to  forefee  they  would  be  fubje£t 
to ;  and  there  were  many  there  how,  who,  from  their  enr 
gagements  in  the  Company's  fervice,  were  noj:  permitted 
£o  return  home :  on  thofe  it  wap  particularly  fevere, 

ygL.XVI..'    '    '  U  •     ~'     '         Mr. 
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Mr,  Chin-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  as  the  law  which  efta- 

cdlorPitt.  Wifhed  this  jurifdi&ioft  over  them  was  not  to  tafce;  place 
for  twelve  months,  feme  then  had  it  in  their  power  to  iavoiil 
the  new  law;  and  even  thofe  whofe  fituation  Confined  them 
ftill  in  their  engagements,  were  not  fo  hardly  treated  5  for 
they  Wett  timely  informed  of  what  they  muft  Wbmit  to, 
atid  caution  fufficient  was  given  them  how  to  atfft  in  this 
new  predicament  —  He  then  wilhed  to.  fubmit  to  the  Com- 
mittee, the  ratio  of  fovings  which  gentlemen  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  acquire  fairly  in  five  years,  he  thought  about 
£oool.  but  he  would  fubmit  it  to  the  Committee,  for  their 
information  and  improvements;  this,  he  thought,  Was  giv- 
ing a  very  indulgent  extent :  but  upon  this  Jiead  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee,  to  Whom  he 
now  fubmit  ted  it. 

Mr.  Smiib.  Mr.  Smith  thought  this  mode  of  rating  the  property  of 
individuals  both  inaccurate  and  injudicious ;  it  allowed  for 
tid  gradations  in  rank  or  property ;  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  the  loweft  commander  of  a  diftrift,  whofe  pay  and  op- 
portunities were  widely  different  from  one  another,  muft 
abide  a  teft  at  the  fame  ratio ;  but  waving  the  argument  of 
military  men's  property,  whom  he  cxprefled  fro  objection 
to  preclude  from  the  benefit  of  commerce,  there  ftillmuft  a 
wide  ailowace  be  made  for  the  fervants  of  the  Company, 
in  a  civil  employ,  who  had  many  opportunities  of  honeftlv 
profiting  by  their  own  induftry,  who  were  often  engagea 
in  allowable  and  honeft  undertakings  in  traffic;' and  who, 
as  it  is  the  courfe  of  things,  muft  fometimes  meet  a  ftrokc 
of  fortune,  the  refult  of  fome  lucky  mercantile  fpeculation; 
the  fpendthrift,  who  fliould  acquire  a  fortune  there,  fpend 
it  disgracefully,  and  return  a  beggar,  would  then  have  3 
better  claim  to  legal  reputation  in  England  on  his  return, 
than  the  fober  man,  who  carefully  preserved  what  he  ho- 
ncftly  acquired.  :f 

Mr.  Powy*.  Mr.  Powys  faid,  that  he  had  an  inftiperable  objection, 
not  merely  to  the  wording,  but  to  the  very  principle  of  the 
claufe ;  for  if  he  underftood  it  right,  it  went  this  -length— 
it  admitted  the  oath  of  a  perfon  to  be  the  ground  of  his 
own  acquittal ;  or  what  came  nearly  to  the  fame  thing,  it 
made  the  oath  a  bar  to  a  profecution ;  for,  if  a  nbap,  how- 
ever guilty  of  peculation,  fliould  make  oath,  that  he  was 
not  worth  more  than  a  particular  fum,  this  oath  would  be 
conclufive,  and  operate  as  a  bar  to  any  profecution. .  This 

would 
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would  be  holding;  put  impanky  to  the  guilty,  and  eanfe- 
quemly  fuch  a  claufe  would  defeat  its  own  objed.  ) 

Mr.  Duudas  replied,  that  die  principle  of  the  claufe  dktAfr.buadai 
by  no  means  go  the  length  fuppofed  by  the  honourable 
member  ;  for  to  far  from  holding  out  impunity,  it,  in  fad^  v 

was.  calculated  to  enforce  the  grounds  on  which  a  praisco* 
tion  fhoutd  afterwards  be  built,  as  it  went  to  procure  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  of  a  man,  his  own  confeffion—- But  it 
might  be  faid,  a  man  might  perjure  htmfelf  to  fcreen  Us 
ill-gotten  wealth  from  confiscation.  It  was  poffible ;  bat 
under  the  guards  that  Jhould  be  contained  in  the  a&,  he 
believed  perjury  in  fuch  cafes  would  very  rarely  happen,  -.  j"  . 
if  ever;  for  the  rifle  would  be  great;  a  peculator  muft 
entrufir  a  number  of  perfons  with  his  weahh ;  the  banker^ 
where  he  lodges  his  money;  the  captains  of  (hips,  or  other 
perfons  who  bring  his  property  to  EuropeN;  the  perfons  in 
whofe  hands  he  might  have  left  feme  of  it  in  India;  and  he 
muft  Ke  at  the  mercy  of  all  thefe  people ;  who,  finding  that 
he  had  not  given  in  a  fair  and  full  inventory  of  all  his  pro- 
perty, might  inform  againftv  him;  the  confluence  would 
be,  4  confiscation  of  his  whole  fortune:  this  was  there- 
fore  a  rifque  which,  he  believed,  few  would  be  found  to 
run,  for  ^he  fake  of  covering  or  concealing  a  part  of  their 
effefts.  •■'•'. 

Mr.  Sheridan  fupported  the  objeftion  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Mr.  Sheti- , 
Powys  againft  the  principle  of  the  claufe ;  the  facred  obli-  dan« 
gatibn  of  an  oath  would,  he  feared,  fit  exceedingly  light 
on  %the  confeience  of  a  peculator:  nay.  as  it  was  impofiU 
ble  that  a  Servant  of  the  Company  could  have  amafled  an 
inordinate  fortune  by  peculation,  without  having  commit- 
ted perjury  in  lb  doing,  by  the  breach  of  official  oaths,  fo 
it  was  very  natural  to  exped,  that  he  would  very  readily 
commit  a  fecond  perjury,  in  order  to  cover  a  former;  and 
there  was  little  reafon  to  hope,  that  confeience,  which  had' 
been  feared  to  all  fenfe  of  religion*  duty,  and  honour,  in 
India,  ihould  recover  its  fenfibiiity  merely  by  "a  change 
of  climate  on  a  paiTage  from  that  country  to  England. 

Sir  James '  John/lont  remarked,  that  it  the  claufe  was  to  Sir  Jmes 
be  adopted  at  all,  its  operation  ought  not  to  be  confined  Jolmftone, 
to  the  Company's  fervants:  he  therefore  mov^d,  "  That  it^ 
c«  be  extended  to  officers' employed  in  the  fcrvice  of  His 
"  Majefty,  either  in  his  fleets  or  armies,  ferving  in  India, 
"  who  (hould,  on  their  return  to  England,  be  obliged  to 
«  take  the  fame  oath/* 

V  2  This 
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the  days  of  his  life,  toanfwerfor  his  peculation;  a**  would 
the  peffoa  who,  in  order  to  conceal  it,  {houM    take  a 
faifcoath. 
*r.Cbi*      Mr.  Chancellor  P/tt  propofed,  that  after  the.  firft   fiw 
crflorK,c  years,   the  perfch*  employed  in  the  Company**    fcrncc 
might    be  fuppofed    to   lay  by  and  fave   out    of    their 
fabrics   2000I.  a  year,   without  being  fufpeffced   of  pe- 
culation. 
1*4  UmU      Lord  Mulgraoe  did  not  wifli  that  any  diftin£tioo  of  yean 
0"***        fhould  take  place;  he  wiihed  rather  that  one  grofs  ihm 
{hould  be  mentioned,  and  that  whoever  (hould  be  proved 
to  have  brought  fuch  a  fum  from  India,  fhould  be  prefnmed 
to  hare  been  guilty  of  peculation. 
.  Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt's  propofal,  however,  was  adopted. 
Sir  James        Here  Sir  Jsmes  Jobnfione  reminded  the  Chairman  oftbe 
Jdutfone.  motion  which  he  had  made,  for  fubjefting  the  King's  offi- 
cers, both  of  the  army  and  navy,  to  the  neceffity  of  tak- 
ing an  oath,  as  well  a*  the  Company's  fenrants,  to  afcer. 
tain  what  fortunes  they  had  brought  from  India-*- The 
Chairman  aflced,   who  would  fe'eond  the  motion  ?—- Sir 
James  (aid,  an  honourable;,  Admiral  near  him  (Sir  Thomas 
Prankland)  would  •,  but  the  Admiral  declared  he  would  not: 
Sir  James  (aid,  he  underftood  that  he  would ;  but  Sir  Tho- 
mas was  inflexible  —  Sir  James  then  faid,  "  If  the  officers 
"  of  the  army  and  navy,  wrftj  'to  have  the  exclufive  privi- 
ct  lege  to  plunder  the  natives  of  India,  I  (hall  leave  them  in 
"  poffcffionof  it." 

Mr.  Dempfter  at  laft  feconded  the  motion. 
Cap«^h!ppt     Captain  Pbtpp*  then  faid,  that  he  prefumed  the  honour- 
able Baronet  made  the  motion  merely  for  his  amufement, 
as  it  was  too  ridiculous  and  abfurd  to  be  debated;  if  he 
was  inclined  to  treat  it  ferioufly,  he   would  fey,'  that  if 
the  motion  was  carried,  no  officer  would  wilh  to  go  out 
to  India;  for  if  a  Captain  went  out  merely  to  carry  dik 
patches,  and  his  (hip  (hould  be  detained  thefe  any  rime, 
he  would  fihd  himfelf  obliged,  on  his  return,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  every  fixpence  he  was  worth. 
Sir  Jimet        Sir  *Jams  Jobnfione^  in  reply,  faid,  he  knew  a  Commodore 
Johnftonc.  who  ftaid  only  one  night  in  India,  and  yet  contrived  fa 
make  90,000!.  in  that  one  night  \  he  prefumad  the  ho- 
nourable Commodore    (fo  he  by  miftake  called  Captain 
Phipps)  who  fpoke  laft  would  have  no  obje&ion  to  carry 
ut  difpatches  on  the  fame  terms.   The  qucftion  was  at 

tength 


A,  17*4-  »  *    *   A    T    E   8.  t5t 

length  jut  on  th*  motfexA,  and  Sir  James  tnfifting  that  tt  ' 

was  carried,  the  Committee  divided,  when  there  appeared, 
For  the  motiod,        *  -  39 

Againftit,       •*>    »  •-        -        -        *     14a 

Majority  againft  Sir  Janies,        -        *        *-      103 

*  Aftet  the  divifion,  the 'Committee  proceeded  to  fill  up 
the  blanks  in  the  claUfe;  when  the  Chairman  got  to  the 
blank  left  for  the  time  within  which  perfbns  on  return  from 
India  (herald  take  the  oath,  Mr.  Pitt  moved,  that  it  fhould 
be  filled  up  with  the  words  u  two  months.** 

Mr.  Atklnfon  faid,  it  frequently  happened  that  gentle-  Mr.  Atkta. 
men  arrived  from  India  in  fo  very  bad  a  Rate  of  healthy  <•■* 
that  they  really  were  not  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  fettling 
their  aflairs  immediately,  and  preparing  then-  inventories^ 
to  which  they  muft  fwear ;  he  prayed,  therefore,  that  cm 
making  it  appear  to  the  fatisfa&ionot  the  Controlling  Board, 
the  Court  of  Direftors,  or  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  their  health  would  not  permit  them  to  comply  with  the 
aft  in  point  of  time,  that  the  term  might  be  enlarged  — 
He  obferved  alfo,  that  whenever  it  fliould  appear,*  that  mer- 
chants had  returned  merely  to  recover  their  health  in  their 
native  climate,  without  having  finally  retired  from  bufinefs, 
they  lhould  not,  in  that  cafe,  be  obliged  to  give  in  upon  oath 
an  account  of  their  affairs. 

The  former  part  of  Mr.  Atkinforf'-s  propofitioh  wa* 
admitted,  but  the  latter  was  rcjefted  —  The  oath  was  pre* 
fcribed  by  the  claufe  to  be  taken  before  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  England,  or  any  — —  of  the 
Barons  of  the  faid  Court :  the  blanlc  was  filled  up  with  the 
word  "  one ;"  and  then  the  whole  claufe  was  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion. 

The  firft  blank  in  the  next  claufe,  dire&ihg  the  means 
of  proftcution  in  cafe  of  fraud,  for  the  number  0/  Proprie- 
tors, was  filled  up  with  the  word  **  three  jw  and  the  fecond 
blank,  for  the  value  of  their  flock,  with  the  words  "one 
*•  thoufaud  pounds." 

The  next:  claufe  was  relative  to  the  confequences  that 
would  attend  a  concealment  in  the  inventory  depofited  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer.  When  the  blanks  were  filled  up, 
it  appeared,  that  whoever  ihould  have  made  a  concealment 
to  the  value  of  aoool.  (it  being  fuppofed,  that  even  a  well- 
intentioned  man  might  »ot  be  able  to  ftate  the  precife 

value 
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tfcloe  of  property,  Scattered,  perhaps  in  digerent  parts  of 
the  world)  4>oald  forfeit  ail  his  land*  tenements,  monies, 
fecurities,  &c  one  moiety  to  the  King,  the  other  moiety  to 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  referring  ten  pounds  per  cent,  to 
perfons  making  difcovery  of  concealed  property,  and  that 
the  perfbn  making  die  concealment  ihonU  moreoTer  fairer 
imprifonment,  for  fiich  time  as  the  "Court  of  Exchequer 
ihoald  in  its  discretion  think  fit,  without  hail  or  roainprife. 
There  was  no  oppofition  to  this  claufe.  The  next  claufe 
was  to  exempt  generally  from  <  the  neceflity  of  giving  an  in- 
ventory, and  fwearing  to  the  trjjth  of  its  contents,  all  per- 
fons  who  fhould  arrive  from  India  before  the  firft  of  Janu- 
ary, 1787. 
Mr.  Sberi.  Mr.  Sheridan  .faid,  this  chafe  was  in  faft  an  indemnity 
***  held  out  to  all  peculators,  and  a  warning  to  them  to  return  to 

England  before  the  firft  day  of  the  year  1787,  as  the  means 
by  which  they  might  fcrecn  themfelves  from  trial,  and  their 
property  from  being  taken  from  them,  as  a  punifhment  for 
the  illegal  methods  by  which  it  might  have  been  acquired. 
The  inventory  and  oath  were  deemed  the  means  by  which 
evidence  of  their  peculations  was  to  be  procured ;  thefc 
means,  therefore,   being  taken  away,  impunity -of  courfe 
would  entiie.     ... 
Mr.Dusda*     Mr.  Dundas  denied  that  this  would  be  the  confequence  of 
theclaufe  :  and  he  believed  it  would  not  accelerate  the  return 
of  wealthy  perfons  from  India ;'  for  his*  part  he  fhould  deem 
bafty  returns  within  the  period  prefcribed^  by  the  claufe, 
frima  facie evidence  that  peribns  fo  returning  were  pecula- 
tors ;  and,  therefore,  fit  perfons  for  trial.     But  though  they 
fhould  be  exempted  from  the  neceflity  of  taking  an  oath,  it 
did  not  follow  that  they  fhould,  if  guilty,  efcape  punifh* 
ment ;  the  oath  and  inventory  were  only  fome  out  of  very 
many  means  of  acquiring  an  accurate  account  of  the  pro* 
pertv  of  perfons  returned  from  India  :  there  were  ftill  other 
metnods,  which,  he  trailed,  would  prove  fafficiently  fac- 
ccfsfuL    His  reafon  for  wifhing  to  exempt  perfons  now  in 
.Jndia,  and  who  fhould  return  before  the  year  1 787,  from  the 
operations  of  the  law,  was,  that  with  refpeft  to  them,  it 
would  be  an  ex  poftfafto  law  ;  and,  therefore,  liable  to  very 
ftrong  exceptions.  —  The  claufe,  after  a  little  more  convert 
fation,  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 
Mr.  Shert*      Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  while  a  former  claufe  was 
d**~  under  confideration,  the  learned  and  right  honourable  gentle^ 

rjaQ  had  faid,  that  a  perfon  taking  the  oa{h  nrefcribed  by  thg 
4  .  ■  •  "  "      bill, 
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billy,  and  talcing  it  falfely,  would  be  liable  all  the  days  of  his 
life  to  a  profecution  for  perjury  ;  and  he  prefumed  that  as 
no  period  was  mentioned  in  which  charges  fhould  be  brought 
for  peculation,  or  profecution  for  perjury*  very  ferious  con- 
fluences would  enfue  to  the  parties  ♦ ,  for'  exclufive  of  the 
very  difagreeablc  circumftances  6f  having  the  terrors  of  a  - 
profecution  hanging  over  a  man's  head,  he  muft  find  himfelf 
with  refpeft  to  propert/,  in  a^very  uncomfortable  fituation  J 
for  he  could  make  no  fetllement  of  his  fortune;  he  could 
not  fell  or  mortgage  his  eflate,  as  no  one  would  have  any 
thing  to  dq  with  a  property  ftill  liable  to  forfeiture,  at  leaft 
to  be  contefted  at  law. 

Mr.  Dundas  confented  that  a  term  fhould  be  fixed  for  fefoDuadit; 
bringing  profecutions  ;  and  in  order  to  allow  fufficient  time 
to  fend  to  India  for  evidence,  and  bring  it  to  England,  the 
tinfe  was  fixed  at  three  years. 

The  Chairman  having  got  to  the  ciaufe  next  but  one-  to 
that  which  relates  to  a  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  Eaft-India  de- 
linquents, 

Mr.  Jolliffc  expreffed  a  wifh  that  at  that  late  hour  (ten  Mr.JolHfi^ 
o'clock)  the  Minifter  would  not  proceed  to  fo  important  a 
queftion  as  was  that  which  related  to  the  erection  of  a  tribu« 
nal,  fb  very  different  from  all  thofe  which  were  framed  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  :  he  faid, 
many  gentlemen  were  abfent,  becaufe  they  did  not  think  that 
this  queftion  could  have  been  brought  on  this  night. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  if  the  members  were  ab-  Mr.  Chan- 
fent,  who  ought  to  have  been  prefent,  it  was  not  his  fault :  it ceUor  Pitt* 
was  understood  a  few  days  ago,  that  the  claufes  relative  to 
the  judicature  would  be  brought  on  this  day  ;  and  if  gentle- 
men had  not  attended,  he  could  not  help  it. 

Mr.   $}xridan  faid,  that  it  had  been  argreed  by  the  right  Mr.  Shtri* 
honourable  gehtleman,  that  the  ere&ion  of  a  new  tribunal  dan» 
being  a  matter  of  very  ferious  import,  there  fhould  be  a  day 
for  the  difcuffion  of  that  bufinefs  folely  ;  and  yet,  contrary     • 
to  that  agreement,  ho  was  now  going  to  hurry  it  on,  in  the 
abfence  of  thofe,   who,  confiding  in  that  agreement,  did  * 
not  think  that  bufipefs  would  be  brought  on  that  day. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  admitted  the  agreement ;  but  he  in-  Mr.  Chan- 

fitted  that  he  had  fulfilled  it,   having  left  off  laft  night  at  «dtot  Pitt. 

thofe  claufer  whichMiad  been  difcuifed  this  night,  becaufe  they 

related  tothe  ere&ion  of  the  new  tribunal :  this  whole  evening 

,had  been  devoted  to  that  purpofc;  and,  therefore,  he  had 

Vol,  XVI.  ,  X  kept 
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kept  the  terms  of  his  agreement,  and  was  dot  tO'anfwer  for 
thofe  who  had  abfented  themfelves. 
Col.  Fitx.       Colonel  Fitzpdtrick  did  not  conceive  that,  confident  with 
patrick.       tbat  agreement,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  go  on 
this  night  with  the  claufes  relating  to  the  judicature  :    that 
when  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  moved   a    few 
'days  ago  that  the  bill  might  be  divided  into  two,  it    was- 
agreed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  htrofelf,   that  the 
part  relating  to  th$  judicature  fhould  have  a  day   to  itfelf, 
.    and  fhould  not  be  difcuflkd  at  the  tail  of  a  debate  :     theie 
were  the  very  words  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman: 
how  furely  if  what  had  paffed  this  day  did  not  relate  to  the 
judicature,  and  furely  no  man  could  fay  that  it  dicj  ;    the 
right  honourable  gentleman  wasgoiijg,  in  defiance  of  his  own 
agreement,  to,  bring  oi>  the  moft  important  -dffcuffion  at  the 
tail  of  a  debate  :    to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ho 
N      would  leave  it,  to  reconcile  it  with  candour, 
jflr.  Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  infilled  that  the  claufes.  which  had 
cellor  J>itt.   been  ^  jjjgkj  oeforc  the  Committee  related  to  the  judica- 
ture, becaufe  they  were  calculated  to  procure  evidence  pre- 
paratory to  trial,  and,  therefore,  the  queftion  of  judicature 
had  virtually  been  under  confideration.  all  the  evening,  and 
his  agreement  had  not  been  violated. — [There  was  then  a 
general  cry  through  the- Committee'  of — Goon,  goon.] 

Thq  Chairman  therefore  proceeded  :  he  read  the  claufe 
which  precludes  from  returning  to  India  all  perfons  who  had 
ferved  in  that  country,  and  after  their  return  to  England, 
ihould  have  refided  here,  or  elfewhere  in  Europe,  for  the 
fpace  of  unlefs  they  fhall  prove  that  they  have 

returned  on  account  of  their  health. 
Mr.Sheri-       Mr.  Sheridan  faid  this  would  greatly  injure  thepublic  fer- 
***'  vice,  as  the  officers  of  the  King's  army  and  navy  having  once 

ferved  in  India,  could  not  return  to  it  if  this  claufe  ihould 
pafs.  ; 

Mr.Dundai  Mr.  Dun  Jos  begged  that  gentlemen  would  wait,  until  the 
amendment  proposed  fhould  have  been  moved,  and  then,  he 
believed,  moft  of  their  objeftions  would  vapifh. 
^ferf*!11*  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  propofed,  that  none  fhould  be 
rotor  Pitt,  ^thin  the  meaning  of  this  claufe,  who  had  not  ferved,  or 
exercifed  an  authority  in  India,  under  the  fole  appointment 
of  the  Company  :  this,  he  faid,  would  take  the  King's  offi- 
cers entirely  out  of  the  bill.  This  amendment  was  agreed 
to  without  debate.  He  then  propofed  that  the  blank  left  for 
the  time  the  Company's  fervants  fhould  have  refided  at  borne, 

and 
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a  nd  -which  (hould  amount  to  a  disability  to  return  to  India, 
Uiould  be  filled  up  with  the  wprds  "five  years;"  but  in 
order  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  wilhes  of  feme  gentle- 
men, he  propofed  that  they  fhould  not  be  abfolutely  precluded, 
from  going  out  again ;  but  that  they  might  be  capable  of 
t>eing  reftored  with  the  confent  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
and  of  three  fourths  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors. 

1S/Lp.  Sheridan  faid,  that  this  amendment  certainly  removed  Mf,«  Sheri- 
^  very  ftrong  obje&ion  that  he  had  entertained  to  it :  he'fub-  * 
mitted  at  the  fame  time,  whether  it  would  not  be  juft  to  ex- 
empt from  the  neceffity  of  applying  to  the  Court,  of  Direc- 
tors and  Proprietors,  fuch  perfons  as  fhould  have  been  de- 
tained by  profecutions  under  this  bill,  till  the  expiration  of 
the  five  years  :  if  fomething  of  this  kind  was  not  done,  it 
"would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Controlling  Board  or  of  the 
Eaft-Indla  Company/ to  bring  a  profecution  juft  before  the 
-expiration  of  the  five  years.;  and  by  detaining  the  accufed 
-till  that  period  was  expired,  aftually-fuperfede  and  drive  him 
from  the  Company's  fervice. . 

Mr.  Dundas  admitted  there  was  fomething  folid  in  theob-  Mr.Dund* 
fervation ;   but  faid  if  the  honourable  member's  propofition 
was  to  be  admitted,  it  would  be  made  a  handle  for  the  eva- 
<lion  of  the  bill ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  better,  in  his  opi- 
nion,   to  leave  thofe  perfons  to  the  Court  of  Direftors  and 
Proprietors ;   if  the  latter  had  ever  erred,  it  w.as  on  the  fide 
of  clemency  and  indulgence  to  their  fervants ;  anjl,  there- 
fore, unlefs  a  man  fhould  appear  to  be  very  undeserving  indeed 
of  favour,  it  was  probable  he  would  be  reftored  by   the 
-Court  of  Proprietors.     He  did  not  think  that  a  bare  acquit- 
tal would  entitle  a  perfon  accufed,  as  a  right  to  demand  at 
the  end  of  five  years,  during  which  time  he  had  been  de- 
tained for  trial,  a  reftoratiori  to  his  employment :  to  be  ac- 
quitted on  the  merits  of  his  cafe  was  one  thing  ;  to  efcape 
merely  through   defedi:   of  evidence    was   another.      The* 
daufe,   as  amended  by  Mr.  Pitt,  pafled  without  any  Farther 
debate. 

The  Committee  having  now  come  to  the  claufe  (marked 
90,  in  page  30  of  the  printed  bill)  which  is  the  firft  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  new  judicature  to  be  inftituted' under  the  au- 
thority of  the  bill,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  and  faid,  as  they  Mr'  cb*n* 
were  now  arrived  at  thofe  claufes,  that  related  folely  to  the  cellor  PKt' 
•new  tribunal  to  be  appointed  for  try  ing  Eaft-India  delinquents^ 
and  as  he  had  a  variety  of  amendments  to  offer,  as  well  as 
lome  new  claufes  to  fubftitute,  which  would  in  effect  amount 

X  2  '  to 
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,    to  a  material  change  of  the  judicature,  as  propofed   in  the 
printed  bill,  it  appeared  to  be  the  moft  likely  means  of  laving 
the  time  of  the  Committee,  and  of  giving  them   a  correct 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  alterations  intended,  and  the  degree 
of  difference  they  would  produce,  for  him  to  ftate  them  al- 
together as  fhortly  as  he  could,  before  the  Committee  pro- 
ceeded to  receive  them  in  detail,  line  by.  line,  as  the  blanks 
in  the  claufes  called  for  them*     As  the  claufes  flood  in  the 
,     printed  bill,  the  bringing  of  the  accufation,  which  had  very 
naturally  on  a  former  day  excited  a  good  deal  of  remark  and 
difcuffion,  lay  folely  with  His  Majefty's  Attorney  General, 
or  with  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  trading  to  the 
JJaft  Indies,  to  each  of  whom  was  given  a  power  to  exibit  an 
information  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,    In  room  of  this,  it 
Nwas  defigned  to.  extend  this  power  of  inftituting  a  profecu- 
tion,  and  to  authbrife  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  to  move 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  an  information,  which  motion 
would  neceffarily  Be  to  be  argued,  and  it  would  lie  with  the 
difcretion  of  the  Court  to  decide  whether,  after  the  grounds 
of  the  application  had  been  fairly  and  fully  ftated,  there  was 
a  cafe  made  but  fufficiently  ftrong  to  juftify  the  granting  an 
information.     It  was  meant  alfo  to  give  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  powers  to  iffue  commiffions  to  the  Courts  of  Juftice 
in  India  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  depofitions,  and  collecting 
fuch  evidence  upon  the  fpot  as  would  beft  ferve  to  throw 
light  upon  the  fubjeft  matter  of  accufation.     As  it  was  un- 
doubtedly defirable  to  reftrift,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  fort 
of  evidence  to  be  adduced  and  offered  before  the  extraordi- 
nary tribunal  the  bill  went  to  autborife  the  inftitution  of, 
this  mode  of  procuring  depositions  in  India  would,  he  flat- 
tered himfetf,  be  deemed  a  confiderable  improvement ;  »but 
they  were  not  to  be  thefole  fpecies  of  written  evidence  to  he 
allowed ;  cxclufive  of  the  affidavits  that  were  to  be  exhi- 
bited, minutes  of  the  confutations  of  the  different  councils 
in  India  were  to  be  taken  as  evidence  ;   nor  was  this  any  iq- 
novation,  becaufe  they  already  had,  on  various  occafions, 
been  allowed  as  fuch  in  the  Courts  below. 

Another  material  alteration  was,  an  alteration  in  regard  to 
the  formation  of  the  court,  or  tribunal,  before  whom  the  in- 
formations that  would  be  granted  as  aforefald  were  to  be  tried. 
It  was  not  intended  that  fuch  informations  fhould  be  filed 
till  after  the  arrival  of  the  depofitions  from  India ;  and  they 
jvere  not  to  be  handed  over  till  the  whole  of  the  evidence 

$  collected  tjtiat  was  capable  of  being  procured,  or  thought 

necefEry 
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neceflary  to  fupport  the  information  ;  then,  and  not  till  then, 
the  tribunal  was  to  be  chofen  ^  and  it  was  to  confift  as  before, 
of  fome  of  the  Members  of  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
and  fome  of  that :  but  the  more  to  bring  it  to  the  nature  of  a 
ipecial  jury,  it  Was  intended  to  appoint  it  partly  by  ballot  and 
partly  by  fele&ion*  thus  at  the  time  of  the  ballot,  there 
ihould  be  put  into  a  glaTs,  lifts  of  names  of  the  Members  of 
both  Houfes,  againft  twenty  of  which,  the  party  accufed 
ihould  have  a  right  of  peremptory  challenge.  As  the  printed 
bill  flood,  it  was  meant  that  the  iffue  of  the  ballot  {hould  lie 
-with  the  majority ; 'but,  in  order  to  give  the  perfon  accufed  « 

the  fairer  chance,  as  it  was  generally  fuppofed  that  the  pre- 
vailing  party  in  thar  Houfe  (which  prevailing  party  was  al- 
ways prefumed  to  be  the  Adminiftration  of  the  day,  though 
in  modern  times  they  all  knew  that  had  ,not  been  the 
cafe)  had  the  majority  at  will,  it  was  intended,  that  not 
merely  lifts  of  the  majority  with  forty  names  fhould  be 
deemed  elected,  but  that  each  lift  which  contained  as  many 
as  twenty  names  (hould  ftand  good.  It  was  meant  farther  to 
give  the  profecutor  a  right  to  challenge,  but  not  peremptorily, 
only  a  right  to  challenge  for  caufe.  After  thefe  lifts  of  forty 
^ind  twenty  were  collected,  they  were  to  be  fent  to  the  , 

Judges,  ancl  by  them'  kept*  until  juft  immediately  before 
the  commiffion  appointing  the  Court  fhould  be  ready  to  iflue 
from  the  Court  of  Chancery,  when  they  (hould  be  f)ut  into 
the  ballotting  glafs  before  the  Judges  of  the  feveral  Court*, 
and  fix  names  fhould  then  be  chofen  out  of  the  lifts  by  bal- 
lot. As  a  farther  alteration,  it  was  thought  prpper  to  take 
away  the  right  of  nominating  the  Judges  from  the  Crown,  and  ' 
to  leave  it  to  each  Court  to  appoint  one  of  its  own  bench  td 
fit  and  aflift  at  the  trial.  There  would  alfobeclaufes  declaring 
perfons  of  a  certain  defcription  ineligible  upon  the  Court,  fuch 
as  the  Directors  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company,  perfons  Who  had 
been  in  India,  and  every' other  defcription  of  men  that  could 
poffibly  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  bias  or  prejudice  upon  their 
minds  at  all  likely  to  affect  the  impartiality  and  juftice 
of  their  opinions  and  decifions.  Mr.  Pitt  ftated  other 
regulations,  calculated  to  render  the  new  tribunal,  as  un- 
pbjectionable  as  in,  the  nature  of  things  it  could  be  made, 
and  informed  the  Committee,  that  fince  he  had  firft  opened 
the  outline  of  it,  a  great  many  meetings  had  been  held  for 
the  purppfe  of  confidering  it  maturely,  and  endeavouring  to 
find  fuch  modifications,  reflrictions,  and  rules,  as  fhould  be 
rnoft  likely  to  add  to  its  improvement,  and  to  fecure  it  as  a, 
rnedium  of  the  diftribution  of  juftice^  unmixed  with  preju- 
dice, 
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dice,  and  free  from  abufe  of  every  kihd  whatsoever.  Having 
fubftantially  flated  what  the  amendments  he  intended  to  pro* 
pofe  amounted  to,  and  defcribed  the  effett  they\vere  likely  to 
produce ;  he  proceeded  to  move  them  one  by  one,  as  the 
Committee  arrived  at,  the  diffdrens  parts  of  the  remaining 
claufes  of  the  hill,  in  which  they  were  to  be  introduced. 

Mr.  Shew-       Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  what  the  light  honourable  gentleman 

***\  had  fuggefted,  certainly  went  a  considerable  way  towards  re- 

moving  the  obje&ions  that  he  had  entertained  againft  the 
Court  of  Judicature,-  which  the  printed  bill  held  forth,  as 
the  tribunal  that  Was  uo  be  inftituted ;  it  was,  however,  im- 
poffible  for  him,  on  the  firft  hearing  of  alterations  fb  various 
and  fo  material,  to  fay  how  far  they  were  all  of  them  im- 
provements or  not,  but  as  the  Report  of  the  bill,  when  it 
came  out  of  the  Committee,  was  to  be  printed,  with  the 
amendments,  he  fhould  then  be  the  better  able  to  judge,  and 
to  give  his  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  new  tribunal  as 
it  would  then  ftand. 

Hr.JoMirfc.  Mr.  Jolliffe  alfo  admitted  that  the  amendments  that  had 
been  ftated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  made  the 
latter  part  of  the  bill,  which  related  to  the  new  judicature, 
lefs  exceptionable  than  it  was  in  the  form  in  which  it  flood 
in  the  printed  copy. 

The  Committee  then  Went  on  to  fill  up  the  blanks,  and 
deceive  4:he  fupplemental  claufes,  which  they  did,  and  the 
-whole  bill  was  gone  through;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  with  the  amendments.  , 

Mr.Huflcy.  On  the  commitment  of  the  Fortification  bill,  Mr.  Hujfey 
rofe  to  oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.  He  was  ut- 
terly againft  the  commitment  of  this  bill,  for  a  great  manj 
cogent  and  fubftantial  reafons.  He  avowed  himlelf  a  deter- 
mined enemy  to  all  attempts  at  the  defence  of  this  ifland  by 
fortifications.  The  moft  flcilful  officers  were  of  the  fame 
opinion,  and  he  thought  them  the  only  competent  judges  of 
the  queftion.  The  plan  was  a  very  extend ve  one.  There 
'  was  no  faying  where  it  might  end,  or  what-expence  to  the 
Public  it  might  incur;  nor  was  he  fenfible  on  what  pretence 
the  bill  was  founded.  He  afked  what  fpecific  obje£t  it  pro- 
*  felled.  It  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  afford  a  probable  fecurity 
to  the  dock  yards ;  and  if  it  did  not  that,  it  did  nothing.  He 
trufted  the  Houfe  would  not  proceed  prematurely  in  a  matter 
of  fo  much  confequencc.  He  fondly  hoped  the  Speaker 
would  not  leave  the  chair,  and  that  a  bill  fp  fundamentally 
obje&ionaMe  would  not,  without  much  farther  deliberation, 
however,  be  committed. 
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Mr.  Fitzberlcrt  joined  the  honourable  gentleman:  in  his  op-  Mr.  Fit*- 
pofitionto  the  prefent  Ordnance  bu'finefs,  and  was  not  a  little  Herbert, 
iurprifed;  that  a  fcheme  fo  evidently  nugatory  and  diffatisfac- 
tory  fhould,  from  time  to  time,  be  thus  anxioufly  renewed 
and  urged.     The  fituation  of  public  credit,  the  jealoufy  of 
the  public,  and  many  other  ideas,  co-Qperated  with  his  opi-  » 

n ion  in  reprobating  the  fortification  meafure  now  brought 
forward  with  new  demands.  Where  were  thefe  to  flop,  and 
did  it  not  become  the  Houfe  in  their  legiflative  capacity  to 
deliberate  on  their  neceffity  and  propriety  ?  otherwife  they 
entailed*  a  burden- on  their  country,  and  on  pofterity>  which 
might,  by  a  little  difpnflionate  attention,  have  been  prevented. 
He  was  one  of  thofe  who  few  no  ufe  whatever  in  fortifica- 
tions. All  former  Matter  Generals  of  the  Ordnance  had  ul- 
timately abandoned  them.  The  projects  which  a>  foolifh  ap-r 
prehenfion  of  their  utility  and  importance  had  occaGonally 
produced,  were,  very  expenfive  to  this  country.  But  all  the 
money  hitherto  laid  out  would  be  abfolutely  thrown  away 
fhould  the  prefent  bill  pafs.  It  went  to  repeal  fome  a£ts  of 
Parliament,  by  which  the  greateft  inconveniencies  to  trie 
Public  would  certainly  take  place,  and  would  draw  along 
with  it  a  great  variety  of  difagreeable  effects,  which  he  need- 
ed not  ftay  to  point  out,  as  he  deemed  them  obvious  to  every  ' 
one  in  the  Ieaft  converfant  with  public  affairs. 

Captain  Luttrcll  ftrenuoufly  defended  the  bill.  It  rofe,  in  Ctpt.  Lut* 
his  opinion,  from  the  neceffity  in  the  fervice  ;  and  the  objec-  trell» 
tions  now  ftarted  went,  as  he  conceived,  not  only  to  pro- 
hibit the  ^Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  but  alfo  to  refcind  all 
the  former  refolutions  that  had  been  made  in  its  favour.  He 
contended  for  the  utility  of  fortifications  in  this  country,  and 
aflerted,  that  all  other  modes  of  protection  and  defence  with- 
out them  were  imperfect  and  inadequate.  He  paid  many  high 
compliments  to  the  prefent  Mafter  General  of  the, Ordnance, 
and  infifted  that  his  patriotifm  fRould  not,  for  the  fake  of  a 
few  thoufand  pounds,  be  improperly  checked  or  impeded. 
And  he  concluded,  with  hopiwg  the  Houfe  would  fee  the 
propriety  of  the  commitment,  but  not  before  he  read  a 
very  ftrong  Report  of  fome  eminent  engineers  in  favour  of 
his  opinion,  and  of  the  prefent  bill. 

Lord  Beauchamp  was  very  fenfible  of  the  honourable  gen-  Lord  Beau- 
tleman's  profeffional  abilities,  and  had  not  a.doubt  but  he  per-  ch*?P» 
cetved  utilities  in  the  prefent  meafure,   which  others^   lefs 
mafter  of  the  fubjeft,  were  apt  to  difpute.     Thofe,  however, 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  profeffion  were  apt  to  form  very  * 
different  ideas*  and  to  treat  with  ridicule  and  contempt  every 

•    attempt 
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attempt  to  improve  the  fafeguard  of  thi*countrjr  by  any  other 
"  means  than  that  of  her  {hipping*  He  was  no  Jtidge  of  forti* 
fication;  but  thofe  who  certainly  were,  did  him  the  honour 
to  coincide  with  him  on  the  fubjeft.  .  And  when  he  pnt  thi 
queftion  to  many  of  the  firfi  profeffional  men  in  the  king- 
dom concerning  their  utility,  they  would  not  fo  much  as 
deign  to  give'  him  a  ferious  anfwer.  They  treated  *he  very 
idea  as  ridiculous  and  abfurd.  He  iherefore  was  of  opinion, 
that  it  highly  became  the  Houfe  to  regard,  the  bill  with  at- 
tention, and  to  invtftigate  the  objedt  of  it*  as  thoroughly  as 
poffible.  1 

ifr.Rc.He.  Mr.  Rolle,  in  a  very  warm  and  animated  fpeech,  ex- 
pofed  ttre  infignificance  of  the  bill,  and  reprobated  the 
various  inftances  of  opprefiion  to  individuals,  with  which 
its  palling  into  a  law  would  undoubtedly  be  attended.  He 
mentioned  feveral  gentlemen  to,  whom  it  would  be  a  moil 
Intolerable  hardfhip.  He  faw  the  force  of  the  general 
maxim,  that  private  ought  not  to  Hand  in  the  way  of  pub- 
Tic  good,  and  he  acknowledged  its  propriety  :  but,  in  the 
preferit  cafe,  he  perceived  much  private  mifchief  was  likely 
to  be  effe&ed,  without  any  benefit  whatever  to  the  com- 
1  inanity  in  general.  He  ktiew  not  how  it  Tvas  poflible  to 
bring  forward  any  eftimate  of  what  fuch  a  plan  Would  coft 
the  natioa,  therefore  it  was  improper  to  commit  the  bill 
till  fuch  an  eftimate  was  made,  as  would  clearly  afcertain 
how  much,  money  would  render  this  Quixote  fcheme  of 
fortifying  the  ifland  in  any  degree  perfe£L  He  had  alfo 
taken  the  opinion  of  many  gentlemen,  in  whofe  judgement 
he  confided  rather  than  his  own,  and  they  all  agreed  that 
none  of  the  works  contended  for  were  necefTary  for  our 
defence :  he  was  confequently  refolved  to  give  the  bill  his 
hearty  negative. 
Capt.  Ber.  Capt.  Berkeley  efpoufed  the  other  Gde,  and  contended  for 
kdey  the  neeeffity  of  fortifications.  The  fafety  of  our  dock  yards 
and  {hipping  depended  on  this  in  a  very  great  degree*  The 
,  combined  fleet  in  the  laft  war,,  which  paraded  the  Channel 
in  defiance  of  our  navy,  he  was  of  opinion,  .might  have 
eafily  landed  and  deftroyed  all  our  flores,  -and  whatever  be- 
fides  was  of  any  ufe  in  His  Majefty's  dock  yards.  So  far, 
therefore,  as  the  bill  went  to  eftablifh  a  fyftem  of  fortifi- 
cationwhich  ihould  co-operate  with  the;  navy  in  all  the 
great  obje&a  of  national  defence,  it  ihould  have  his 
fupport.  • 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Rajhley  joined  the  oppofition  to  the  bill*  and  traft-  iir.Ra&iej 
ed,  before  the  Houfe  voted  away  fo  much  money,  tfiey 
would  be  pretty  fure  of  the  particularobje&s  for  which  it 
was  intended.  The  Public  were  grievoufly  taxed,  and 
would  uniformly  join  in  reprobating  every  meafure  which, 
like  this,  appropriated  veiy  large  fums  to  what  at  leaft  was 
not  in  general  either  well  underftood  or  very  acceptable. 

Mr.  Steele  was  very  earned  about  having  the  bill  com-  Mr,  Sred* 
mitted,  as, 'till  it  was,  the  fubje&,  he  thought,  was  not 
very  fully  before  the  Houfe.    He  endeavoured  to  anfwer 
the  feveral  obje&ions  which  had  been  ftated.     The  noble  * 

Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Ordnance  he  praifed  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms.  He  concluded  no  folid  exception  which 
had  either  yet  been  ftated  in  the  Houfe,  or  which  had  come 
to  his  ears,  lay  againft  the  bill}  and  for  this  reafon  he 
would  certainly  be  one  of  thofe  who  fliould  approve  its  go* ' 
ing  into  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Rolle  and  Mr.  Huffcyboth  rofe  to  explain  $  after 
which  it  was  earned  for  the  Speaker  to  leave  the  chair. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the 
above  fubieft,'  Mr.  Gilbert  in  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman  having  commenced  reading  the  propo-    , 
fitions,  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  claufe  by  clause, 

Mr.  Httfley  rofe  to  ftate  his  objedtions  to  that  part  of  it  M».  Huffy, 
which  conveyed  power  to  appropriate  the  grounds  of  certain 
perfons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fortification  in  the  man- 
ner defcribed  in  the"  bill  under  conficleration.  He  thought 
this  was  a  thing  not  to  be  tolerated  in  a  free  country,  unlefs 
proper  equivalents  were  given  for  fuch  alienations  of  private 
eftate.  He  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  move  an  amend- 
ment calculated  to  rectify  the  evil  contained  in  this  claufe. 

Captain  James  Luttrell  .faid,  that  the  ufe  of  the  grounds  capt.Jam« 
were  not  to  be  denied  to  the  proprietors  of  lands  meant  to  be  Luttrell, 
appropriated  for  the  good  of  the  Public.     They  were  only 
to  be  reftrained  from  building  on  them.     They  were  alfo  to 
receive  a  compenfation  from  the  Public  on  this  .account,  ' 

which  was  to  be  adjudged  by  perfons  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose.    He  could  not,  therefore  figure  thofe  alarming  circum-       * 
fiances  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  pidtured  in  his 
own  mind,  and  ftated  to  the  Houfe. . 

Mr.  Rolle  fupported  the  neceffity  of  the  amendment  on  Mr.  Rolli, 
conftitutional  principles.      He  went  into  a  long  detail  of 
hardfliips,  which  would  naturally  follow   if  the  bill  was  ' 

adopted  in  its  prefent  ftate. 
Vol.  XVI.  Y  Captain 
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ch**         Caption  Bakil*,  fated  the  afcfehte  neceffity  of  <tftabliftnng 

Berkeley*  profer  fortifications  to  guard  aeainft  attack  in  the  Channel. 
"  At  the  period  of  the  laic  boftility,  when  Mopfienr  I3*Or- 
villiers  was  tbert,  the  practicability  of  his  efleOoatkig  a 
fagging  at  Plymouth  had  been  Aewa  m  the  moft  alarming 
colour*.  He  hoped  no  fuch  event  would  again  occur:  but 
ftill  we  ought  to  be  guarded  even  againft  ttt  poffibility,  at 
though  he  made  no  doubt  bat  that  the  fleet*  and  fprrtt  of 
Briton*  were  fuperior  to  thofe  of  our  enemies/  yet  they  were 
not  fuperior  to  the  influence  of  the  elements. 

jlr.Sieefe.  Mr.  Stttk  informed  the  Committee,  that  the  noble  Duke 
who  preided  at  the  bead  of  the  Ordnance  had  beflo  wed  much 
attention  to  the  ftate  of  our  coai\s,  and  to  thofe  roosc 
efpecially  which  lay  towards  the  Channel.  He  had  confultei 
men  of  ingenuity  on  the  fubjeft,  and  was  pofleflM  of  their 
plans.  He  was  convinced  that  every  means  would  be  adopt- 
ed by  that  noble  Duke  which  attention  and  afliduity  could 
faggeft,  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  country  againQ:  the 
invaiions  of  our  enemies.    .■ 

Mr.Ho%.  ^it.  Hujpy.  read  a  petition  which  he  had  received  that 
morning  from  a  perfon  of.  the  name  of  Gibbs,  ftating  that 
his  fortune  bad  been  much  injured  by  a  late  a&  of  Parliament, 
alienating  his  property  for  tbe  purpofes  of  fortification ;  and 
that  as  he  underftood  that  there  was  a  hill  introduced  into 
Parliament  for  the  continuance,  he  craved  redrefs.  It  ap- 
peared *  farther,  that  the  unfortunate  man  was  confined  in 
prifon  for  the  fom  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
which  he  attributed  to  the  reftraiuts  impofed  by  Parliament 
on  his.  fortune.  Mr.  Huifey  ajfo  read  a  letter,  which  he  had  : 
received  from  Mr.  Gibbs,  enclosing  the  above  petition. 

Mt.  Eden.       Mr.  Eden  wiihed  tbe  honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw 
his  motion  of  amendment  till  the  bill  was  in  another  ftage.  | 
He  fuggefted  this  not  from  any  objeftion  he  had  to  it,  but 
from  the  confederation  that  at  a  fubfequent  period  it  was 
moft  likely  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.Hufiey.  Mr.  Hujfpy  declared,  that  he  had  beard  no  argument  of 
weight  againft  his  propofed  amendment,  and  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee  on  it. 

Mr.  Sffit.        Mr.  Ellis  obferved,  that  there  was  certainly  fomething 
very  unfair  in  allowing  one  of  the  parties  to  choofe  Com- 
raiffioners  to  value  the  property  of  the  other,  which  was  to 
be  appropriated  without  his  confent.     This  Was  the  cafe    I 
as  the  bill  flood.  j 

Meflrs.  Fitzherbert,  Rolle,  and  Luttrell  afterwards  took 
p?rt  in  the  convention  •  when  the  queftion  on  the  ameod- 
roent  being  put,  the  Committee  divided,     , 

4  •  *  Noes 
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Noetf        — •         83 
Ayes       "-*-  5a 

•    Majority      ***      31 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  Be  reported,  *nd  the  Houfe 
was  relumed. 

Juhf  12.  < 

A  ftiort  converfation  occurred  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gilbert, 
for  JeaVe  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  houfes.of  corre&ion* 
The  Houfe  divided,  ayes  53  noes  14. 

On  the  Speaker  putting  the  queftion  for  the  Houfe  to  go 
Into  a  Committee  on  the  brick  tax. 

Sir  JRicktrd  Hill  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  this  tax  sir  Rich** 
in  toto9  but  he  wilhed  to  fee  it  made  as  unexceptionable  and  HUi. 
as   little  partial  and  oppreflive  as  poflible.    And  herein  >he 
was  fare  he  met  the  wifliesof  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  propofed  it,  and  whofe  humanity  and  candour  had  been 
equally  ittanifefted  in  patiently  hearing  and  lifting  every  ob- 
jection which  could  be  brought  from  any  quarter,  ag<^nft 
every  article  contained  in  his  budget,  in  the  opening  of  which, 
it  muft  befreih  in  the  memory  or  the  Houfe,  that  hedeiiver-         * 
ed  himfelf  at  once  with  the  feeling  of  a  patriot,  and  the  firm- 
nefs   which  became  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer*    And 
whoever  had  feen  fuch  a  rant  avis  as  a  Minifter  giving  the  v 

fum  of  30001.  a  year  in  a  manner  out  of  his  own  pocket,  in 
order  that  the  fame  fiim  might  revert  to  the  Public,  would 
not  eafily  be  perfoaded  that  fuch  a  Minifter  did  Q*t  feel  for 
the  Puhlic  diftrefs,  and  did  not  with  to  exonerate,  rather 
than  to  opprefs  an  already-exhaufted  nation,  of  which,  how* 
ever,  bis  cfiara&ef  and  abilities  marked  him  out  by  the  blef*    . 
Cng  of*  Providence  to  be  the  guardian,  the  deliverer,  and  the 
friend.     Thus  much  he  thought  needful  and  even  juft'  te 
.    premife  before  he  laid  any  thing  relative  to  the  tax  in  ques- 
tion, which,  as  it  then  flood,  muft  fall  very  heavy  indeed  v 
on  fome  particular  counties,  among  which  was  that,  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  wbilft  at  kail  half  the  king- 
dom would  pay  nothing  towards  it.      To  thole  counties, 
therefore,  where  brick  and  tile  only  were  in  ufe,  it  muft  be 
a  grievous  burden,  muft  prove  very  injurious  to  building  in  m 
general,  and  what  was  worfe,   would  foon  be  very  detri- 
mental to  the  caufe  of  huibandry,  by  totally  annihilating  a 
fet  of  men,  who  had  fuftered  very  much  already,  by  having 
their  far  rn  taken  away  from  them,  in  order  to  lay  them  to* 
gether  into  one  great  farm  ;   for  either  the  landlord  or  the 
f                                        Y  a                                    tenant 
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enant  nraft  be  fubjeft  to  repair,  and  it  was  certain,  that  this 
'  tax  wou)d  be  a  temptation  to  both,  to  let  the  houfes  go  to 
ruin.  Sir  Richard  declared,  he  might  fuggeft  many  more 
objections  againft  the  tax  itfelf,  but  when  he  confidered  the 
flate  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  found  this 
nation,  he  would  rather  wife  to  furnifli  himfelf  with  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman's  taxes 
than  againft  them.  But  he  ftill  feared,  that  the  modes  of 
*olle&ing  this  tax  muft  be  fuch,  as  would  render  it  odious, 
troublefome,  and  oppreffive,  to  the  greateft  degree.  For  the 
duty  muft  be  gathered,  either  by  counting  the  bricks  before 
they  were  laid,  or  after  they  were  laid  by.meafuring  the 
work  ?  In  either  of  thofe  pafes  great  difficulties  would  ao 
--  crue.    According  to  the  former  plan,  who  was  to  count  the 

bricks.    Muft  an  excifeman  come  upon  our  premifes,  over- 
look  our  workmen,  and  watch  all  our  proceedings  ?     Who    | 
did  not  fay,  u  I  hope  not."    Let  them  now  fuppofe  the  tax 
was  to  be  colleded  by  meafurement  after  the  work  was  done. 
The  fame  pbje&ion  followed  them,  but  in  a  much  greater 
degree.     Suppofe  an  houfe  out  of  repair,  that  it  wanted  a 
new  diimhey,  wanted  to  be  underbuilt,  wanted  to  have 
feveral  old  bricks  taken  out  and  new  ones  put  iri,  more  efpe- 
cially,  fuppofe  it  wanted  a  new  floor,  for  the  farawhoufes 
and -cottages  had  almoft  all  brick  floors  in  fome  counties, 
how  was  fuch  work  to  be  mieafured ;     or,  if  it  could  be 
meafured,  who  Was  to  me^fure  it  ?    Was  the  officer  of  ex- 
cife  (Proteus  like)  to  turn  furveyor,  and  to  do  it  ?    Was  he 
not  only  to  have  accefs  to  out-houfes,  but  to  "  parlour,  to 
"  kitchen,  and  all  J"    If  fo,  a  poor  cobler  had  better  go  to 
France,  and  learn  to  make  wooden  (hoes.    They  knew  this 
tax  was  thought  on  by  a  former  Admin iftration,  but  aban- 
doned perhaps  for  the  impracticability  of  colle&ing  it.    It 
might  be  faid,    u  Find  a  better  tax."     He  would  not  reply, 
by  faying,  "  Find  a  worfe ;"  for  he  was  perfuaded  that  the 
worthy  right  honourable  gentleman  found  every  thing  fo 
highly  taxed  before  he  had  the  management  of  public  af&irs, 
that  there  was  in  a  manner  nothing  left  for  him  to  tax,  unlefs 
he  could  find  out  a  method  of  taxing  the  moon  and  the  ftars, 
for  as  to  the  light  of  the  fun  it  was  already  taxed  twice  over. 
Sir  Richard  faid,  he  was  obfer vipg  to  a  worthy  Gentleman  or 
two  of  that  Houfe,  who  fat  near  him  a  few  nights  fince,  that 
there  was  an  annual  period  in  which  every  fimpleton  in  the 
kingdom  became  a  temporary  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  that  was,  when  the  taxes  were  in  agitation.     He  fhould 
only  add  one  to  the  number  (he  did  not  mean  of  taxes,  but 

of 
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<*  of  fimplotons)  by  %ing,  that  if  the  brick  tax  was  given  up* 
he  had  in  his  hand  tome  fubftitutes  which  he  thought  would 
be  neither  vexatious  nor  oppreffive,  which  would  be  eafily  * 
gathered,  and  not  eafily  evaded,  and  which  would  produce* 
fum  fomewhat  exceeding  ioo,oool.  The  firft  that  heftould 
mention  was  a  double  Sunday  toll,  to  be  paid  at  all  turnpikei 
throughout  the  kingdom.  At  prefent  he  believed  this  Was 
confined  to  the  environs  of  the  motropdis,,  and  brought  in  a 
vaft  fum,  but  if  extended  all  over  the  nation,  as  there  was 
as  much  travelling,  on  Sundays>  as  on  any  two  days  befides, 
efpecially  near  great  towns,  would  be  very  productive  in- 
deed. Befides,  the  objections  which  were  made  on  a  former 
occafion  againft  double  tolls  on  all  days  (viz;  that  they  would 
hurt  internal  commerce)  had  no  foundation,  if  they,  confined 
them  to  Sundays,  on  which  days  there  was  an  exprefs  a&  of 
Parliament  to.  prevent  any  waggons  or  carriages  travelling 
for  hire  to  be  on  the  road.  This  tax,  therefore,  would  affedt 
no  branch  of  commerce,  but  the  flourishing  one  of  Sabbath- 
breaking  ;  and  if  it  (hould  keep  a  few  ramblers  at  home,  and 
fend  them  to  church  (which  he  much  queftioned)  where* 
would  be  the  harm  of  it  ?  At  a  very  moderate  computa- 
tion,'this  tax  would  bring  in  15,000!.  a  year.  _  Secondly,  he 
propofed  a  duty  of  fixpence  pergrofs  on  corks.  He  was  not 
fo  good  a  financier  as  to  pretend  to  afcertain  what  this  would 
bring  *  in,  but  it  would  be  fomething  very  confiderable,  and  . 
he  believed,  would  be  obje&ed  to  by  none  except  thofe  who 
loved  their  bottle  better  than  their  country.  Thirdly,  a  duty: 
on  mot,  powder,  guns,  and  piftols,  except  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  and  navy.  This  he  dated  at  io,oool.  Fourthly,  a- 
duty  on  pins,  needles,  black  pins,  and  fens.  Thei'e  articles 
collectively  might  bear  the  fame  fum,  viz.  io,oool.  Fifth- 
ly, a  duty  on  prints,  from  two  pence  per  dozen  to  one  /hil- 
ling each,  and  upwards.  Alfo  on  printed  mufic,  mefiage 
cards,  vifiting  tickets,  and  wafers.  Thefe  he  alfo  put  to- 
gether at  io,6ool.  And  when  he  confidered,  tha$  one  print 
only,  pffome  men  riding  on  an  elephant  with  an  human  face* 
brought,  a$  he  had  been  informed,  to  one  {hop  only,  near 
three  hundred  pounds  •  he  certainly  did  not  make  his  ftate-  , 
ment  toor  high.  Sixthly,  all  places  of  public  diverfion,  in- 
cluding playhoufes,  operas,  mafquerades,  Ranelagh,  Vaux- 
hall,  Sadler's.  Wells,  Aftley's,  Hughes's,  cum  multis  all  is,  > 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Where  a  ffcilling  was  now  paid,  to 
be  advanced  to  one  (hilling  and  three  pence,  which  would 
make  three  pence  duty;  and  where  two  (hillings  and  fix  pence,  n 
to  be  advapcqd  to  three  (hilling?,  and  fo  on  progreffively,  to  be 

*  gathered 
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gathered  by  cheek  tickets.  Thrfe  pltcoi^bn  a  ttry  moderate 
computation,  weald  bring  in  a^oool.  This  tax  affeded 
neither  land  no  it  ride ;  it  opprefled  neither  the  poor  nor  the 
induflriotts ;  it  injured  no  bufioefs*  but  that  of  vice  and  idle* 
fteft ;  and  after  all,  it  Was  petfe&Iy  voluntary,  and  took  not 
a  farthing  out  fcf  any  man's  pocket,  bat  what,  by  Hit  very 
prefence  at  the  place,  he  tacitly  acknowledged  that  he  could 
very  Well  fpanv  It  taight  be  unpopular  among  the  diffipatd 
herd,  but  it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  every  man  of 
fenfe,  reafon,  and  religion.  Seventhly,  a  duty  on  clocks  and 
watches;  on  the  'former  aduty  of  three  (hillings  each;  on 
the  latter,  every  one  who  wore  a  Watch,  to  pay  one  /Killing 
yearly.  If  above  the  degree  of  a  fervant,  two  (hillings  and 
4*x  pence.  This  might  aifo  bring  irt  yearly  to,oool.  Thii 
tax,  he  confeffed,  was  fuggefted  to  hirnr  by  one  of  his  Worthy 

y  conftituents,  but  not  in  the  mode  he  had  mentioned  it 
Eightly,  an  additional  duty  on  cards  and  dice,  and  a  tax  on 

,  all  plates  for  horfejraces.  This  would  certainly  produce  near 
t,oooL  Ninthly,  a  duty  on  ropes*  twine,  and  packthread, 
except  for  the  ufe  of  the  naty ;  and  if  to  thefe  he  added  whip. 
N  cord,  when  he  considered  hi  how  fllort  a  fpace  the.  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  cohfumed  three  hundred  pounds 
worth,  thofe  articles  would  cut  no.mdafi  figure  in  his  cal#4 
culattori,  though  he  would  not  pretend  to  ascertain  exa&ly 
what  the  wjiole  would  bring  in.  Tenthiy,  magazines  and 
x  newfpapers,  the  latter  of  which,  he  thought,  would  well  bear 
air  additional  halfpenny.  But  really,  Sir  Richard  faid,  this 
was  fo  tender  a  point  and  there  were  lb  many  interested  gen- 
tlemen who  heard  him  in  the  gallery,  that  he  would  drop  the 
fubje£t.  '  He  was  fare  the  Members  ihoufd  be  very  cautious 
how  they  offended  the  new  f paper  editors,  for  they  had  them 
'  all  under  their  thumbs,  and  he,  as  well  as  others,  were  often 
obliged  to  them  for  making  them  fpeak  ver^  manly,  ani- 
mated fpeeches,  which  within  thofe. walls  they  heard  nothing 
oL  However,  if  it  would  not  look  like  countenancing  the 
(ale  of  them,  he  would  have  every  Sunday  newfpaper  pay.  an 
additional  penny.  Having  now,  Sir  Richard  declared,  gone 
through  all,  that  he  had  to  ofler.  on'  the  fubje&,   if   in  the 

-  courfe  of  what  he  had  faicj,  he  had  dropped  any  thing  which 
might  have  been  of  ufe,  he  was  fare  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  condefcend  to  pick  it  up,  notwithstanding 
the  '  infignificant  quarter  from  which  it  fell*  If  not, -he 
ihould  look  upon  it  as  his  duty  to  ftandby  him/ in  thofe  taxes 
be  had  propofed,  that  on  bricks  only  excepted,  (and  on  which, 
however,  lie  ihould  not  attempt  to  divide  the  Houfe;)  for 

,  whatever 
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whatever  elfe  be  might  be  doubtful  about;  thig  one  thihg  h* 
was  fufe  of— and  mark  wcli  his  words  !   that  if  they  with* . 
drew  their  fiipport  from  that  right  honourable  gentleman;    . 
Old  England   and  the  young  fon  of  Chatham  would  fell 
tqgether.  •  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  (aid,  he  hid  a  due  fen(e  of  the  good-  ifr.Chtn. 
nefs  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  in  the  bints  he  had  given,  <*U»*  Pltt« 
and  fhould  undoubtedly  profit  by  his  fuggeftiens,  but  at 
preferrt,  as  the  bill  was  fo  far  advanced,  be  thought  k  wife*,  to 
go  on  with  that  than  to  begin  with-  any  other  tax.  He  de- 
clared, Ft  had  been  in  contemplation  to  alter  the  mode  of  lay- 
ing the  tax,  and  to  endeavour  to  diffufe  it  mono  equally,  but 
.  difficulties  had  occurred  that  rendered  fach  a  defign  for  the 
prefent  feffion  impra&icable.  He  wi/fced  gentlemen  to  hoM 
m  thet*  minds,  however,  thar  fuch  a  dMFtrtion  was  intended 
when  it  fhould  be  more  confenant  to  convenience  to  carry  it 
into  execution,  $nd  that  the  tax  as  it  flood,  was  evidently 
and  undeniably  partial. 

Mr.  Hujpy  declared*  he  had  always  thought  the  tax  a  had  lfr.Hufley. 
one, '  and  he  knew  no  reafen  whatever  for  perfiftkig  in  a  tax 
avowedly  partial.  He  ftated',  that  m  the  city  where  he  re* 
.  fided,  and  which  he  had  the  honour  to  repreient,  and  in  his 
neighbourhood;  the  houfes  were  for  the  moft  part  built  of 
brick  ;  but  in  counties  at  no  gfeat  diftance,  no  bricks  or  tiles 
were  ufed.  All  the  kingdom  did  not  ftand  upon  an  equal 
footing,  therefore,  with  regard  to  this  tax,  which  he  thought 
alone  a  fufficient  refafon  for  giving  it  up.  Mr.  Huuey 
ibid,  he  would  not  propofe  another  tax,  becaufe  he  had 
nearly  burnt  his  fingers  in  endeavouring  to  ferve  the  Public 
on  a  former1  oceafiori. '  He  left  it  therefore  to  thofe  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  propofe  fit  and  impartial  taxes. 

Mr.  Afainwaring  faid,  while  flate  and  ftone  remained  un-Mr.  Main* 
taxed,  the  fubjeft  had  a  right  to  ;compla*m  of  the  tax  on  warins* 
bricks  and  tiles  as  a  partial  tax,  but  it  was*  not  on  that  ac- 
count alone  that  he  thought  it  object jonable.     He  difliked  it,     - 
becaufe  ail  the  money  that  would  be  railed  by  it,  would  not 
go  to  the  Public,  and  that  he  confidered  as  a  capital  defedfc 
in  any  tax.     The  brickmakers,    he  underftood,'  meant  to- 
put  an  additional  impoft  of  fix  pence  a  ipoo  upon  the  tax,  and1 
as  the  Legiflature  charged  them  a  duty  of  two  fhillirigs  and  ' 
fijp  pence  per  1000  uoprt  their  bricks,  they  h^  refolved  to 
cmirge  their  xruftomers  three  ihillings  per  loco;   the  Houfe 
would  therefore  fee,  that  where  die  revenue  received  5C000U 
the  Public  would  pay  60,000!.     Mr.  Mainwaring  exprcflect 
*  wifh,  that  the  tax  could  be  colle&ed  in  feme  other  way 

th^f 
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than  the  war  propofed.  Why  (houM  that  odious  and  irrita- 
ting tax-gatherer,  the  excife  officer,  be  employed  ?  If  mea- 
furement  could  have  been  adopted,  he  fliouid  have  fiked  it 
better. 

Mr.  %du  Mr.  Rofe  faid,  the  matter  juft  ftated  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  taken  into  consideration ;  but  after  va- 
rious meetings  of  the  principal  brick  makers,  and  a  great  deal 
•  of  difcuffion  on  the  fubjed,  the  trade  themfelves  were  of 
opinion  that  it  was  utterly  impra&i  cable.  The  evils  it 
would  Jead  to  were  equally  numerous,  and  infurmoun table. 
That,  fo  well  defcribed  by  the  honourable  Baronet  of  the 
excifemen's  entering  private  houfes,  and  vifiting  the  kitchen, 
the  parlour  and  bed-chamber,  and  every  room  in  the  houfe, 
would  not  be  the  leaft.  ; 

LJ  Malum,  Lord  Mabon  faid,  the  argument  juft  ufed  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  the  moft  weak,  ridiculous,  and  abfurd 
that  could  be  advanced.  He  knew  his  honourable  friend  had 
too  much  fenfe  to  be  of  the  opinion  he. had  ftated.  He  knew 
better,  but  his  fituation  obliged  him  to  hear  the  obje£tions  of 
other  Boards*  which  obje&ions  thofe  Boards  picked  up  from 
their  fubordinate  officers,  and  thus  thenonfenfe  ari finer  from 
%  their  ignorance  came  to  be  gravely  ftated  as  reafon  and  argu- 
ment in  that  Houfe.  Was  there  ant  difficulty  in  taking  the 
tax  by  meafurement  ?  None ;  not  the  leaft  in  the  world ;  and 
as  to  the  nonfenfe  of  an  excifeman's  vifiting  private  houfes, 
did  not  every  body  know  it  was  the  eafieft  thing  imaginable? 
.When  a  houfe  was  built,  it  was  fome  time  before  the  floors 
Were  laid,  and  a  bit  of  wainfcot  put  up.  That  was  the  time 
for  an  excifeman  to  come  and  meafure  the  brick  work,  and 
where  was  the.  harm  of  his  coming  to  yifit  the  kitchen,,  the 
parlour,  or  the  bedchamber  of  an  unfinished  houfe  ?  There 
was  no  difficulty  in  all  this,  and  nothing  but  the  ignorant 
petty  excifeman,  who  Wanted  to  fave  hinjfelf  a  little  trouble, 
could  have  the  prefumption  to  ftate  it  as  a  difficulty.  With 
regard  to  the  tax  itfelf,  he  di diked  the  principle  of  it.  He 
knew  that  on  account  of  the  neceffity  of  the  times  he  molt 

5ive  his  confent  to  many  taxes,  the  principles  of  which  he 
ifliked  ;  but  the  principle,  of  this  tax  he  difliked  exceeding- 
ly. The  obje&ions  that  would  lie  again  ft  it  were  innume- 
rable,, and  they  were  infurmountable.  It  was  partial,  and  it 
was  unjuft.  It  bore  moft  where  it  ought  not  to  bear  at  all, 
and  it  did  not  bear  at  all  where  it,  ought  to  have  borne  moft. 
The  man  who  built  a  little  mean  out-fhedt  covered  with  the 
'o*  ft  tiles,  and  tiles  made  of  the  bafeft  materials,  would  pay 
ne  to  it,  than  he  who  lived  in  a  palace  built  with  bricks 

of 
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of  thebeil  materials,  and  covered  with  dates;  becaufe  the 
bafer  the  ^material  the  tile  was  made  of,  the  more  liable  it  was 
to  break  and)  to  grow  out  of  repair.  With  regard  to  the 
mode  of  colle&ion,  it  was  worfe  than  the  tax,  but  it  was  the 
contrivance  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  multiply  officers,  and 
extend  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  As  an  enemy  to  the 
influence  of  the  Crown,  he  could  not  but  be  an  enemy  to 
the  tax.  tiis  Lordfhip  reprobated  the  nonfenfe  and  ignov 
ranee  of  thofe  who  held  fubordtnate  offices  under  Govern- 
ment. Their  folly,  he  faid,  difgraced  his  right  honourable 
friend,  who  had  an  excellent  head  himfelf,  but  who  was 
obliged  to  adopt  their  ftupid  objections,  and  to  accommodate 
their  idle  and  groundlefs  difficulties.'  Another  obje&ion  to 
the  tax,  that  he  felt,  was,  he  difliked  a  tax  on  houfes,  as 
houfes  were  too  much  taxed  already ;  and  they  had  that  fef- 
flon  been  Efficiently  taxed,  in. addition,  by  the  new  tax  oa 
windows,  which  would  fall  mod  heavily  on  the  Public, 
though  it  certainly  was  an  excellent  regulation,  confidered 
with  a  view  to  the  good  confequences  it  would  produce. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rallied  his  noble  friend,  compliment-  Mr.  Chin- 
ing him  ironically  on  {lis  manly'  and  animated  fpeech,  and  ccUor  pilt» 
obferving,  that  it  was  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  Board 
of  Excite  and  Cuftoms  did  not  center  in  the  noble  Lord:  till 
that  was  the  cafe,  and  till  they  had  fome  perfon,  who,  with 
a  voice  of  equal  authority,  could  tell  a  revenue  officer, 
when  he  was  ftating  his  praftical  objections  to  any  meafure, 
diredly,  and  unrefervedly,  that  it  was  all  nonfenfe,  and  that 
the  difficulties  he  mentioned,  ex i fled  only  in  his  ignorance, 
he  feared,  things  mu(l  go  on  as  they  were  •  that  whoever 
trufted  to  feis  own  fagacity  alone,  and  to  his  feparate  reflec- 
tions upon  any  tax,  would  find  himfelf  miferably  deceived 
when  he  came  to  carry  that  tax  into  execution;  and  that  after 
all,  he  muft  lubmit  to  liften  to  a  cqnfiderable  degree  of  of- 
ficial detail,  ^nd  adopt  the  regulations  pointed  out  to  him  by 
thofe  who  were  to  collecT:  the  tax  in  queftion,  before  he  could 
fulfil  his  purpofe.  '  • 

Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge  faid,  the  pYincipIe  .of  taxation,  Mr»  AWer* 
that  had  been  for  fome  time  adopted,  appeared  to  him  to  be  ?*"  St** 
a  wrong  principle,  becaufe  it  could  not,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  ap  equal  principle — Confumption  was  the  favourite 
objeft  of  modern  taxation ;  whereas,  no  t$x,  but  a  tax  on 
•  property,  could  be  an  equal  one.*  To  flluftcate  this  pofition, 
he  put  a  fuppofed  cafe  of  a  mifer  and  a  poorer  man :  the  for- 
mer has  an  ample  income  and  a  large  eftate;  the  produce  of 
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both  lie  hoards  in  his  coffers,  and  fcarcely  fpghds  any  tiding: 
the  latter  has  a  moderate  eflate,  but  being  of  a  liberal  turn  of 
.  mind,  he  fpends  nearly  the  whole  of  it  —  While-  taxes  are 
laid  on  confumption,  the  liberal- minded  man  with  a  fmall 
eftate,  would  pay  twenty  times  as  much  to  the  revenue  as 
the  mifer,  j 

The  Hbufe  went  into  the  Committee  on  the  bill,  and  after 
a  long  debate,  on  a  motion  in  favour  of  a  canal  naviga- 
tion, which  was  over-ruled— They  went  through  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  t>f  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  fmuggling  bill,  and  the  remaining 
claufes  were  gone  through,  and  the  blanks  filled  up,  after 
"which, 
Mr,  Eden/?  Mr.  Eden  faid,  he  had  a  claufe  perfe&ly  niewto  propofe  to 
the  confideration  of  the  Committee :  he  wifhed,  therefore, 
to  be  favoured  with  their  attention  —  He  reminded  the  Com- 
mittee, that  he  had  fome  little  time  fince  thrown  out  a  hirtf, 
that  while  a  bill  of  coercion  and  extreme  rigour  was  in  pro- 
grefs,  and  a  new  law,  more  fevere  than  ever,  againfl  ftnug- 
g',ng»  ^s  aD°ut  to  De  rnade^  it  would  be  proper  to  accom- 
pany it  with  a  claufe  that  fhould  in  fome  meafure  operate  as 
in  indemnity,  and  wipe  away  what  was  part,  as  far'  as  pru- 
dence and  policy, might  warrant — This  fiiggeftion  having 
been  favourably  received  at  the  time,  particularly  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  he  had  been  en- 
couraged to  go  on,  and  h?d  prepared  a  claufe  which  he  would 
read  to, the  Houfe;  but  before  he  did  fo,  he  thought  it  right 
to  fay,  that  if  there  was  any  merit  in  the  meafure,  it  be- 
longed to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  arid  not  to  hiro  ; 
for  had  not  the  right  ^honourable  gentleman  approved  of 
his  idea,  and  declared  himfelf  defirous  that  fome  claufe  of 
the  nature  he  had  ftated,  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  bill,  be 
certainly  fliould  not  have  prefumed  to  have  attempted  draw-* 
ing  one.  What  he  had  prepared,  had  been  fhewn  to  feveral 
gentlemen  on  both  fides  the  Houfe,  who  were  of  opinion 
that  fomething  of  that  fort  would  be  proper:  without  farther 
v  *  preface;  therefore,  he  would  ftate  it  to  the  Houfe -r- Mr. 
Eden  then  read  his  claufe;  the  purport  of  it  was  — to  remit 
all  profecutions  already  commenced  againft  perfons  for  of- 
fences, the  punishment  upon  convi&ion  For  which  was  fine 
and  imprifonment ;  to  pardon  fo  much  of  all  penalties  a!- 
Teady  incurred,  as  belonged  to  the  Crown  ;  to  let,  at  liberty 
all  perfons  now  in  prifon  upon  convidions  of  the  nature  in 
queftion;  and*  in  fhort,  to  forgive  all  that  had  paft  to  a  cer- 
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tain  fterfod,  before  the  operation  of  the  bill  wis  to  com* 
snence.  —  Mr.  Eden  faid,  the  Committee  would  obferve, 
that  in  'drawing  this  claufe,  care  had  been  taken,  fo  to  limit 
it,  that  it  Only  remitted  that  part  of  the  penalties,  fines,  and 
forfeitures*  which  the  Public  had  a  right  to,  and  that  it  did 
not  take  in  any  perfons  who  had  been  guilty  of  a£ts  of 
outrage  and  violence,  but  left  them  to  be  dealt  with  as  their 
crimes  deferred.  Having  prepared  it,  he  fhould  confider  him- 
felf  as  having  done  his  duty,  and  would  leave  it  to  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Committee  to  difpofe  of  it  as  they  thought 
proper. 

The  Attorney  General  commended  his  right  honourable  The  Attor- 
friend's  zeal  in  having  prepared  the  claufe  that  he  bad  juft  "s/G****1 
read,  and  laid,  he  was  of  opinion/  that  fome  claufe  of  in- 
demnity, having  for  its  object  the  remiffion  of  what  was 
pad,  ought  to  accompany  the  prefent  bill  \  becaufe,  when 
a  very  feyere  law  was  to  be  made,  common  jufttce  and  hu- 
manity required,  that  thofe  on  whom  it  was  to  operate, 
fhould   be  feti  clear  of  their  embarrafiments,  and  taken  out 
of  a  fituation  that  made  it  their  intereft  almoft  to  continue 
their  illicit  practices,  let  the  laws  againft  them  be  ren- 
dered ever  fo  rigorous.     He  therefore  was  extremely  ready 
to  confent  to  a  claufe  of  forgivennefs,  as  far  as  it  tended 
to  pardon  and  clear  that  lower  order,  of  fmugglers,  who  had 
been  brought  up,*  as  it  were,  and  had  lived  all  their  lives  in 
the  practice.     He  was  aware,  that  to  fuperadd  fevere  laws, 
and  to   extend  their  operation  to  men  who  had  already 
incurred  very  heavy  penalties,  was  to  drive  them  defperate, 
and  to  make  bad  worfe.     But  there  was  a  defcription  of 
perfons  who  had  defrauded  the  revenue*  and  were   ftili 
pradifing  frauds  upon  it,  for  whom  he  could  not  feel  the 
fame  inclination  to  forgive,  and  thofe  were  men  who  were 
acquiring  fortunes*  building  palaces,  and  living  in  the  ut- 
moft  fpleridour.    Thefe  men  were  thofe  who  employed  and  , 

^  ^encouraged  the  lower  clafs  of  fmugglers,  and  who,  in  fadfc, 
were  the  main-fprings  of  the  whole  bufinefs.  Sotne  of 
thefe  perfons  had  incurred  penalties  to  an  enormous  amount, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  agree  to  give  his  confent  to  a 
claufe,  that  would  operate  as  an  univerfal  quietus,  and  went 
the  length  of  forgiving  all  penalties  that  had  hitherto  been 
incurred;  and  to  enforce  which,  profecutions  were  now 
d spending  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  The  frauds  prac- 
tifed  in  the  diftillery  were  of  fo  material  an  extent,  that 
flat  only  the  revenue  fuffered  greatly,  but  the  fair  trader " 
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found  it  impoffible  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs;  and  the  dif- 
tillcrs  of  London,  had  a&ually  declared,  that  if  the  frauds 
were  not  put  a  ftop  tp,  they  muft  give  over  bufinefs  immc 
'diately.     For  thefe  reafons,   he  fhould  wifh,  that  a  claufe 
,  lefs  ,gcneral  than  that  juft  read  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman might  be  infer  ted,  and  that  fome  means  of  making 
'  a  diftin&ion  between  the  unhappy  men,  many  of  whom 
-were  now  lingering  in  prifon,  and  others  abfeonded,  aiwf 
thes  opulent  wholefale  praftifers  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue 
.    might  be  hit  upon.  Poffibly  the  claufe  of  his  right  honour- 
able friend  might,  in  the  Committee,  be  Fo  modified  and  al- 
tered, as  to  be  rendered  applicable  to  all  the  purpofesthjt 
he  had  dated ;  but  at  any  rate,  he  would  beg  him  not  to 
-bring  it  up  that  evening;  becaufe  the  inftant  it  was  known, 
that  a  cfaufe  of  indemnity  was  to  make  part  of  a  bill  pen- 
ding in  Parliament,*  the   fame  as  in  ttye  cafe  when   in- 
solvent  bills,  were    moved,    would   happen:    the    people 
.  without  doors  heard  of  them,  they  concluded  the  bufinefs 
.to  be  as   good  as  done,  and  they  a&ed  accordingly;  the 
confequence;  of  which  was,  if  it  afterwards  happened,  that 
-the  Houfe  reje&ed  a  bill  of  infolvency,  or  a  claufe  df  in- 
demnify, the  People  were  extremely  difappointed,  confi- 
dered  the  faith  of  Parliament  as  broke  to  them,  and  held 
themfelves  to  ha»ve  been  exceedingly  ill  ufed.     As  a  proof 
of  the  mifchief  of  reports  getting  abroad,  he'ftate;d,  that  he 
.had  that  day  received  a  letter  from  the  country,  informing 
him,  that  a  cuftom-houfe  officer  had  been  killed  by  fmug- 
glers ;  who  having  heard  that  there  was  to  be  an  indemnity 
claufe   infertedun  the  new  fmuggling  bill,  thought  it  no 
harm  to  {hoot  a  revenue  officer  or  two,  by  way  of  having 
fomething  to  wipe  off  under  that  claufe   when   the  bill 
ihould  pafs  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  in  his  mind  a  claufe  of  for- 
Mr.  Ctian-  givennefs  ought  to  be  inferted  —  Several  members  fpoke 
,  cciiwPiu.  in  fupportt>f  the  idea,  and  the  bill  went  through  the  Com- 
mittee. ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  prefented  to  the  Houfe  the  fol. 
lowing  paper,  whkb,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

A  STATE  of  the  ALLEGATIONS  and  EVIDENCE 
produced,  and  Opinions, of  Merchants  and  other  Perfans 
given  to  tbe'Coruraittee  of  Council  \  extracted  from  their 

.  Report 
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Report  of  the  31ft  of  May,  1784,  oft  His  Majefty's  Or- 
der of  Reference  of  the  8th  of  March  lad,  made  upon  the 
Representation  of  the  Weft-India  Planters  and  Mer- 
chants, purporting  to  ihew  the  diftreffed  State  of  His  * 
Majefty's  Sugar  Colonies,  by  the  6peration  of  His 
Majefty's  Order-in  Council,  of  the  2d  of  July  1783,  and 
the  Neceflity  of  allowing  a  free  Intercourse  between  the 
Sugar  Colonies  and  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
American  Bottoms.  - 

THE  faid  reprefentatibn  contains  the  four  following  al- 
legations, viz. 

Firft — That  His  Majefty's  fugar  colonics  are  at  pre- 
fent  in  fb  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  a  free  intercourfe 
between  them  and  the  "United  States  of  America,  by  Ame- 
rican {hips,  that  not  a  mopient  fhould  be  loft  in  granting 
farther  relief.  , 

Second  —  That  the  fupplies  derived  to  the  faid  fugar  co- 
lonies from  the  dominions  of  the  faid  United  States,  are 
in  many  inftances,  and  at  many  feafons>  of  the  year,  not  to 
be  had  from  any  other  country,  at  any  price  whatever; 
and  that  in  many  other  inftances,  fuch  fupplies  are  not 
to  be  Jiad  from  any  other  places,  but  at  prices  wholly 
ruinous. 

Third  — That  the  navigation  between  the  North-Ame- 
rican, Colonies,  and  His  Majefty's'  fugar  colonies,  cannot  be 
effeftually  carried  on  by  Britifli  (hips,  on  account  of  the 
heavy  expence,  uncertainty,  and  delay  of  fuch  circuitous 
navigation,  beyond  that  which  would  attend  the  dircft  na- 
vigation in  American  fliips. 

Fourth  —  That  the  planters  in  His  Majefty's  fugar  colo- 
nies can  no  otherwife  pay  for  the  fupplies  received  from 
the  dominions  of  the  faid  United  States,  than  by  the  pro-  '  . 
duce  of  their  eftates ;  which  produce,  in  many  inftances, 
docs  not  find  any  adequate  vent  in  Great  Britain,  and  if 
not  taken  off  by  the  North  Americans,  would  remain  a 
%  dead  weight  upon  all  the  reft  of  the  produce  of  the  faid 
fugar  colonies. 

PROOFS  in  Support  of  the  Firft  Allegation. 

In  fupport  of  the  firft  allegation,  the  planters  and  mer- 
chants laid  before  the  Committee  an  Addrefs  of  the  Af- 
fombly  of  Jamaica,  to  the  Governor  of  the  faid  ifland,  of 
the  19th  of  November,  1783,  ftating — That  in  confequence 
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of  the  Order  in  Council  of  2d  July,  ftaves;  pine  boards, 
plank,  and  building  timber,  had  been  carried  to  a  mod  ex- 
orbitant price  j  and  that  they  had  the Jufteft  reafons  to  fear, 
that,  after  every  exertion  they  could  make,  their  produce 
would  periftion  their  hands  for  want  of  the  requifite  package  ; 
and  praying,  therefore,  that  the  Governor  would  permit 
the  importation  from  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
.American  bottoms,  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  His  Ma- 
jefty's  faid  Order  in  Council;  and  alfo  to  permit  the  pro- 
duce of  the  ifland  to  be  exported  in  return  5  for  the  fpace 
of,  nine  months —Which  requeft  the  Governor  had  refufed 
to  comply  with  —  They  alfo  produced  three  letters  from 
the  fa^d  ifland  of  Jamaica,  complaining,  in  ftrong,  but  ge- 
neral terms,  of  the  diilrefs  of  the  faid  ifland,  in  confe- 
rence of  the  reftri&ions  laid  6n   their  trade  with  the 
United  States,  by  the  faid  Order  in.  Council;   and  thejr 
brought  evidence  to  prove,  that  ftaves  had  been  fold,  on 
the  23d  of  December  laft,  at  twenty-eight  pounds  cur- 
rency, P.  M.  in  fome  parts  of  the  ifland ;  and  about  forty 
pounds  currency,  P.  M.  in  the. north  part  of  the  ifland 
{the  general  price  in  time  of  peace  having  been  from  ten 
to  twelvve  pounds  P.  M.)  They  produced  alfo  the  votes  of 
the  Affembly  of  Jamaica,  of  the  6th  of  November,  1783, 
to  (hew  that  a  mefiage  had  been  lent  to  the  Governor  of 

-  of  the  faid  ifland,  ftating,  that  there  were  at  that  time  in 
the  town  of  Kingfton  about  4,390  barrels  of  flour,  beude? 
•joo  barrels  on  board  a  veflel  in  the  harbour,,  which  was 

.  not  permitted  be  be  landed ;  that  a  regular  adequate  fup* 
ply  ef  perifhable  articles  could  alone  prevent  appreheniion 
of  fcarcity;  that  the  uncertainty  of  fuch  fupply  occafioned 
the  then  high  price  of  flour,  and  that  a  renewal  of  permif* 
(ion  for  importation  appeared  to  be  the  only  remedy  for 
the  evil.  s 

They  farther  produced  an  addrefs  of  the  affembly  of  Anti~ 
goa  to  the  Governor,  of  the  9th  of  O&ober,  1783,  com- 
plaining in  ftrong  terms  of  tne  reftridtion  laid  on  their  com- 
merce with  the  United  States  by  the  faid  order  in  Council ; 
and  ftating,  that  it  appeared,  from  the  beft  information,  that 
the  provifions  then  at  market  would  not  anfwer  the  corifump- 
tion  of  the  iaid  ifland  for  mom  than  two  months  ;  and  that 

.    the    prices  of    the   faid  provifiontf  were  rifen  nearly  fifty 

jpounds  per  cent,    and    praying,  that    permiffion  might  be 

given  to  import  the  produce  of  vthe.  United  States,  and  to  ex- 

jpprt  the  produce  of  the  faid  ifland,  in  veffels  belonging  to  the 

4  faig 


A.i7«4-  DEB    A:  r   E    S.    '    r  ^ 

.  faid  States,  until  His  Majefly's  pleafiprre  fhould  be  known,  or 
until  a  commercial  treaty  fliould  be  definitively  fettled  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  faid  States  :  which  requeft  the  Gover- 
nor.of  Antigua  had  refufed  to  complV  with. — They  produced* 
alio  a  letter;  dated  $8th  Decembeiy  from  the  faid  ifland, 
Hating,  in  general  terms,  that  the  Negrbe  provisions  arjd  lum« 
T>er  were  at  a  very  high  price,  and~tnat  the  fmalleft  eftates  in 
the  faid  ifland  muft  fink  under  the  accumulated  di  fad  Vantage 
they  were  loaged  with,  and  all  others  muft  be  leflened  \n  their 
value. — They  alfo  produced  evidence  to  prove,  that  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  order  in  Council  in  the' ifland  of  Barbadoes, 
lumber  rofe  inftantly  from  about  feven  pounds  to  twenty* 
five  pounds  currency  per  ipop  feet ;  but  bad  iince  fallen  to 
about  twelve  pounds,  in  conference  of  importation  from  the 
iflands  which  were  then  in  thd  pofleflion  of  the  French. 

They  farther  alledged.  that  the  iflands  which  had  been 
conquered  by  the  French,  had,  during  the  time  they  were 
under  the  French  government,  been  provided  with  fupplies 
by  the  veflelsof  the  United  States ;  and,  having  been  but  juft' 
furrendered  to  His  Majefty,  were  not,  therefore,  in  the 
farne  diftrefs  for;want  of  thefe  articles  as  His  Majefty's  Other 
iflands. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  evidence,  the  planters  and 
merchants  reprefented,  that  in  Jamaica  the  fevseral  articles  of 
fcjpply  were  ftill  very  near  at  the  wac  price,  owing  to  the  un- 
certainty of  procuring  them  ;  -and  the  accounts  that  had  been 
received  from  the  Leeward  Iflands  of  the  high  prices  of  thofer 
articles  there ;  and  they  alledged,  that  a  great  part  of  the  - 
fuppiy  they  had  of  late  received,  was  brought  by  fhips  car- 
rying on  a  contraband  trade.  They  alfo  produced  a  letter 
from  Grenada,  dated  February  28th,  1784,  ftating,  that  every 
article  of  lumber  was  at  a  war  price  there;  and  another  from 
Saint  Chriftopher's,  of  the  4th  of  March,  1784,  ftating,  that. 
almoft  every  article  was  very  high  ;  and  another  from  Tor- 
tola,  dated  31ft  March,  1784,  faying,  "  At  prefent  we  cannot 
""buy  a  ftave,  hoop,  or  board  in  our  ifland,  and  what  we 
"  have  by  us  coft  five  joes  ;  when  in  my  time  I  have  fre-  * 

♦'  quently  bought  fuch  lumber  at  one  and  one  half  and  two 
"-joes*  per  thoufand." 

They  alfo  tranfmitted  to  the  Committee,  at  their  da£ re, 
the  following  abftraft  of  the  prices  current  of  lumber  and ' 
provifions  at  Kingfton  in»Jamarica,  as  publifhed  in  thq  King- 
fton  Gazette,  from  the  20th  of  September,  1783,  to  the  20th 
of  March  laft,  both  inclufive;  and  alfo,  an  account  of  the- 
*  prices  of  the  faid  articles  in  time-  of  peace.  "     » 

"  *  A  joe  is  the  "3  6$.  piece. 
•    --  Abftradt 
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Anfl  in  the  letter  of  the  Chairman,  tranfmming  tin*  afc*  % 

Count,  it  is  fekl,  "That  provifions  of  all  kinds  are  of  fo  pe- 
"  fi/hable  a  iiature  in  the  Weft  Indies,  arid  the  confumptioo 
•*  both  of  provifions  and  lumber  fo  immenfe,  that,  unlets  the 
**  authorifed  channels  of  fupply  are  opened,  tile  clandeftirte 
u  ones  are  not  to  be  relied  upon  as  fufficiem  to  protect  the 
"  iflands  from  being  again  reduced  to  diftrefs,  in  the  courfa 
c<  of  a  very  -few  weeles." 

PROOFS  E  CONTRA  to  the  firft  Allegation. 

In  oppofition  to  the  fa&s  and  obfer  vat  ions  before  ftatedj 
particularly  id  what  regards  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  there  was  evidence  laid  before  the  Committee  to   • 
the  following  efle&  i 

That  from  the  return  made  of  the  imports  into  the  feveral 
ports  of  the  ifland.  previous  to  the  month  of  November* 
I783,  the  apprehenfions  of  want  in  the  articles  of  lumber, 
&c.  by  no  means  warranted  the  pofitive  and  ftrong  aflertions 
contained  in  the  addrefs  of  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  to  the 
Governor  of  that  ifland.  And  that  the  Governor  of  Jamaica 
had  made  early  and  repeated  applications  to  the  Governors 
of  Nova  Scptia  and  Canada^  for  an  immediate  fupply  of  fuch 
of  the  articles  as  were  at  that  time  wanted  in  the  ifland,  but 
which  could  not  be  expected  to  arrive,  there  to  anfwer  the 
then  demand* 

The  diftrefs  which  enfued  upon  the  publication  of  Hi* 
Majefty's  aforefaid  order  in  Council,  was  dated  to  be  princi- 

5 ally  owing  to  the  planters  hot  having  expected  that  any  re- 
.ricUon  in  this  refpeft  would  take  place,  and  hating  omit- 
ted, therefore,  to  make  provifion  of  thofe  feveral  articles  by 
other  means  J  for  that  it  is  evident  from  the  abftraft  of  price* 
current,  as  before  flated,  as  well  as  from  other  evidence,  • 
that  in  the  fpace  of  about  ten  weeks,  the  prices  of  lumber  and 
provifions  began  gradually  to  fall  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and 
continued  falling  very  cbnfiderably  to  the  20th  of  March  laft. 
And  farther,  that  from  the  12th  of  December  to  the  17  th  of 
March,  inclufive,  feventy-five  Britiih  veflels,  navigated  ac- 
cording to  law  (the  names  of  which  are  inferted  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, N°  1)  had  arrived  at  Kiitgfion,  with  cargoes  of  lum- 
ber and  ptovifions ;  all  which  veflels,  except  about  ten,  came 
from. the  ports  of  the  United  States — That  thefe  ihipa 
brought  to  Kingfton  18,000  barrels  of  flour,  5S9,05p  ftavea 
and  heading,  796,253  feet  of  boards,  fcantling,  Ace v  and  v 
ij4SG,7oo  mingles*— And  it  was  obferved,  that  the  quantity 
Vol, XVI.  A  a  of- 
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of  fldtlt  before  mentioned,  viz.  18,000  barrels,  is*  according 
.  to  what  was  imported  in  the  year  1773,  equal  to  the  confump- 
tioo  of  the  ifland  for  nine  months. 

, .  Letters  of  .various  correfpondents,  laid  beforfc  the  Corarait- 
te,  pofitively  aflert,  that  the  ifland  was  in  no  diftrefs*  for  want 
of  any  of  the  articles  before  mentioned. — One,  dated  the 
10th  of  January  laft,  fays,  "  We  are  alrpoft  as  well  fupplied 
^-already  as  before  the  difturbance  took  place,  and  a  few 
**'  more  veflels  will  make  every  thing  very  reafonable." — 
Another,  dated  the  18th  January,  enclofing' an  account  of 
,  prices  current,  fays,  "  We  have  received  ample  fupplies  for 
*'  tnJS  croP  i  *"£  prices  are  nearly  *$  feafonable  as  they  were 
"  fold  at  this  market  before  the  war "— Another,  dated 
lCingfton,  the  22d  February,  fays,  u  Never  was  this  market 
**  fo  overftocked.  with  flour  as  i*  is  at  prefent ;  Philadelphia 
**  flour  can  be  purchafed  under  thirty  (hillings  per  barrel,  and 
*  from  there  being  upwards  of  20,000  barrels  for  fale  in 
**  Kingfton,  good  and  bad,  none  are  inclined  to  fpecutate  in 
u  fo:  dangerous  an  article  :  two  thirds  rauft  be  unfit  forufe, 
€i  before  the  other -third  can  be  ufed,  unlefe  a  foreign  demand 
€C  takes  ^lace,  which  at  prefent  is  not  likely." — Another, 
dated  Kingfton,- the  29th  of  February,  fays,  <c Provifions  of 
"  all  kinds,  and  every  fpqcies  of  goods  from  America,  are  in 
".theutmoft  plenty/ 

There  was  alfo  laid  before  the  Committee,  an  account  of 
prices  current  at  Kingfton  on  the  20th. of  March,  as  trauf- 
mittqd  fronl  thence;  which  is  as  follows  r 


ARTICLES. 

Superfine.Philad.  flour,  per  barrel 
Common  ditto    —    per  ditto     — 
Ship  bread,  per  cwt.         —  ~— 

White  oak  ftaves  and  heading,  per  m. 
Red  oak  ftaves  -*-  — >- 

f  ifch  pine  boards  —  — 

Yellow  pine  ditto  •        —         .   — 
Common  boards  —  — - 

Common  fh ingles  ~  — - 

Mefs  heef  and  pork  —       N  -*- 

Butter,  per  lb.  —  — 

Spermaceti  candles  —  — 


Price* 

current. 

Prices  ftcrling. 
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And  evidence  was  givefc  to  the  Committee,  by  two  emi- 
nent merchants,  who  had  refided  many  years  in  Jamaica, ' 
that  they  never  recolle&ed  the  article  of  flour  being  fo 
cheap ;  and  that  many  of  the  other  articles,  even  before 
the  war,  would  have  been  thought  pretty  reafonable,  par* 
f icularly  ftaves ;  and,  as  the  prices  of  thefe  articles  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, particularly  of  white  and  .red-oak  ftaves,  hav« 
arifen,  during  and  fince  the  war,  more  than  double,  it  was 
inferred,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  firft  coft  in  America, 
they  are  now  cheaper  at  Jamaica  thari  they  were  before 
the  war. 

The  Committee  examined  the  gentlemen  laft  mentioned, 
in  order  to  learn  their  opinion  of  what  were  the  average 
prices  ^of  lumber  and  provifions  at  Kingfton,  for  ten  years 
before  the  war ;  and  they  obtained  from  them  the  follow- 
ing account,  in  which  they  all  agreed  : 

Superfine  flour  per  I  %  % 

Barrel,  fuppofedf   from£.  3.    9   %o  j£.  2  19 

to  be  2O0lh.  ,      i 
White -oak  ftaves  \ 

from  Philadelphia  > 

per  1000     —      J 
Red-oak  ftaves,  per 

iooo 
Common  boards 
1000  feet    -r 
Cyprefs  and  yellow 

pine  boards 


Pitch, 


pine,  fcant* 


from  £. 

10  — 

-  to  £.  14 

0 

from£. 

8.  — 

•to  £12  ■ 

from  £. 

7  — 

to  £.  .1.0  • 

from  £. 

8  — 

to  £.u 

from  £. 

9  - 

to  £.12  ■ 

ling  and  boards    ^ 
Bofton  (hingles  per  7 .  c        r  ^    r 

Cedar  and  cyprefs] 

minglesper  1000  \   from  £.3  —  to  £. 

feet         — P         J  ^ 

Wood  hoops,  from  * 

America,  per      I   from  £.  5  —  to  £. 

iooo    —    —    J 
Ditto  from  Great!    c        >  '      r 

Britain      —  ,        from  £.10.-  to  £, 


1    5 


3 


10 


8   T- 


*5  — 


Medium. 

£      2 

<4 

12 
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IO 
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IOv 
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IO 
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19 

N.    B.     The    prices  of   the  before- mentioned   articles 
are  very  variable  in  Jamaica  :  —  The  aboye  are  the    me- 
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dium  prices;  the   retail    prices  would   be  ptoportionably 
higher. 

Flour,  before  the  war,  yras  ufually  fold  by  the  toolb. — - 
k  it  was  never  under  20s,  the  ioolb.  frequently  as  high  as  35s. 
and  40s.  and  fojnetimes  45s. 

White-oak  ft aves  from  Philadelphia,  with  proportion  of 
heading,  the  long  M.  1200— They  havfc  been  known  as 
Jow  as^Sj  and  as  higfy  as, £., 22, 

Red-oak  ftave*,  the  long  M.  — ^Theyfyaye  been  known 
as  low  as  £.  7.  and. as  high,  as  £.  20. 

Common  boards  per  1000  F.  -^Tljey  have  been  known, 
as  low  as  £.  5.  and  as  high  £,  t$r 

Cyprefs  and   yeliowvpine  boards,  per  1 000  F.^.  They 
_         have  been  known  as  low  as  £•  6,  and  as  high  as,£#  15, 

Pitchy  pine,  fcantling,  and  boards  **-?  They  have  been, 
known  as  low  as  ■£,{}.  and  as  high  as£.  18. 

Cedar  and  cyprefs  ihingles,  per  1000  F. — rThey  have? 
been  knoMrn  as  low  as  £.  3.  1$+  and  as  high  as  £.  3.  15. 

WoodTjoops  from  Africa,  the  long  M/  1200. 

Ditto  from  Great  Britain,  the  long  M.    1200. 

/To  flie^  at  one  view  the  difference  in  the  prices  cur- 
rent of  lumber  and  provifioqs  at  Kingfton,  on  the  20th 
pf  March,  and  the  prices  of  the  faid  articles  prior  to  the 
jyar,   as  ftated  in  th&  foregoing  accounts,, the  Committee' 
inferred  it)  their  I^epQrt  the  fpllowing  tables. 
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FARTHER    PR'OjOFS. 

To  throw  fome  light  oh  thefe  two  contradictory  accounts, 
and  tp,obtafn  fuch  information  as  might  affift  His  Majefty's 
judgement  in  deciding  to  which  of  thetwothegreateftatten^ 
tion  ought  to  be  paid,  the  Committee  thought  it  right  again 
to  examine  the  faid  two  merchants  5  who  laid,  they  never 
coniidered  the  prices  current,  as  published  in  the  Kingfton 
Royal  Gazette,  as  very  exacl— -That  they  are  apt  ta  conti- 
nue them  from  one  paper  to  another  ,-  and  that  tney  ha?e 
known  the  actual  prices  to  vary  during  the  time  that  the 
prices  have  appeared  in  the  Gazette  to,  he  the  fame — That,- 
befides  they  are  generally  the  higheft  retail  prices,  and  at  the 
longed  credit,  which  is  commonly  about  twelve  months— 
That  the  retailer  is  generally  paid  for  the  feveral  articles  in 
produce  ;  and  that  the  American  faclor  or  fupercargois  paid 
in  produce,  if  he  will  take  it,  if  not*  money  or  bills  of  ex- 
change, which  is  generally  the*  cafe,  and  he  has  a  right  to 
make  his  option— -That  the  aforefaid  prices  current  of  the* 
acth  of  March,  were  agreeable  to  the  prices  fent  from  their 
Houfe  at  Kingfton  in  Jamaica,  which  they  faid  undoubtedly 
deferved  the  moft>credit,  in  preference  to  thofe  publifhed  in 
the  Kingfton  Gazette,  beings  prices  taken  from  real  fales, 
and  fent  over  to  them  from  their  conduct  in  trade.  And  be- 
ing afked,  if  they  could  aflign  the  caufe  of  the  difference 
between  the  l«id  prices  current  fent  them,  and  thofe  pub* 
lilhed  in  the  Ringfton  Gazette?  They  faid,  they  ima- 
gined that  the  former  were  the  cargo  prices,  paid  for  in  cafh  ; 
the  latter,  the  retail  prices,  with  profit  and  credit. — The  truth 
of  the  prices  current  on  the  aoth  March,  and  the"  average 
prices  before  the  war,  laft  ftated,  and  the  reft  of  the  evi- 
dence of  the  fdid  two  merchants,  was  confirmed  by  the  tef* 
timony  of  another  merchant  of  great  experience  in  this  trade. 

The  Committee  ttate,  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  pro- 
cure the  fame  ample  information  of  the  condition  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  other  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  with  refpedl  to  lum- 
ber and  provisions,  as  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  nor  have 
'  the  planters  and  merchants  produced  any  account  of  prices 
current  in  Barbadoes  or  any  of  the  Leeward  Iflands — That  in 
refpeft  to  the  addrefs  of  the  AflTembly  of  Antigua,  of  the  gth 
of  Oftober,  1783,  to  the  Governor  of  that  ifland,  the  mif- 
chiefs  and  calamities,  which  they  apprehended  would  follow 
from  the  reftri6ttons  of  His  Majefty's  order  in  Council,  have 
been  thought  only  imaginary;  and,  as  a  proof  that  their  fears 
were  not  founded  in  reafon,  an  account  hath  been  produced  to 
the  Committee^  of  wha^  American  produce  had  been  imported 
4  %  x  into 
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into  that  ifland  in  the  fpace  of  one  month  after  the  publication 
of  the  faid  order  in  Council ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  from 
the  6th  of*  O&bberto  the  12th  of  November  laft,  twenty-one 
veflels»had  entered  there  with  fundry  articles  of  American 
produce,  containing,  among  other  things,  1679  barrels  of 
flour/  606  barrels  and  174  kegs  of  bifcuit,  580  bu/hels  of 
corn,  256,000  feet  of  lumber,  34,650  ftaves,  and  heading, 
1,928,000  fliingles,  and  484  cedar  Jpofts,  befides  other  fmaller 
articles.    '  ,      _ 

Information  was  alfo  given  to  the  Committee,  that  by  let* 
ters  from  Barbadoes,  dated  the  21ft  of  March,  it  appears  that 
there  were  no  particular  complaints  there,  at  that  time,  for 
want'  of  any  of  the  articles  they  are  fupplied   with   from 
'  America-*— That  1  limber  was  felling  for  about  nine  pound* 

currency  jfer  th6ufand,  and  flour  pretty  reafonable— *That  fe- 
veral  ftiips  had  arrived  at  Barbadoes  from  America,  and 
others  were  expedted— That  one  fhip  belonging  to  Briftol 
\  had  arrived  from  Pifcataqua  a  fhort  time  before,  laden  with 
lumber,— -A  merchant,  who  had  two  brigs  going  from  Virgi- 
nia with  lumber  and  flour,  informed  the  Comrhittee,  that  his 
correspondent  in  Virginia  wrote  to  him,  oil  the  13th  of 
March,  «'  that  he  was  afraid  the  flour  imported  into  Barbadoes 
u  would  be  a  lofmg article." 

An  account  had  been  alfo  received  from  Rofeau  irr  Domi- 
nica, dated  February  3d,  1784,  giving  an  afla  ranee,    that 
there  were  then  more  merchant  veflels  there,  than  there  were 
'  during  the  five  years  the  French  were,  in  the  pofleffion  of  that 
%  ifland;  ' 

And  it  was  reprefented,  that  great  numbers  of  the  fliips  be-» 
fore  mentioned,  which  had  brought  plenty  of  lumber  and 
provifions  to  Jamaica,  had  firft  touched  at  the  feveral  ports  in 
the  Leeward  Iilands,  in  their  way  down  to  Jamaica  ;  and,  as 
they  had  brought  part  of  their  cargoes  from  thence  unfold,  it 
was  inferred  they  muft  have  left  plenty  there. 

The  following  account  of  prices  current  at  London,  on  the 
9,A  of  December  laft,  and  at  Philadelphia  on  the  fame  day, 
of  the  following  articles,  wis  produced  to  the  Committee: 

Ac  London.      At  Philadelphia. 

Fine  flour,  per  i oolb.         —         £.  o  16  o      £.  o  15  9 

Common  ditto,  per  ditto,  —  o  14  o  o  13  o 

Mefs  beef,  per  barrel,        •      —  ^26.,        226 

Ditto  pork,  per  ditto,  —    '  2     8  o      .306 

Herrings,  per  ditto,  —  1     500180 

White*oak  ftaves,  perM.        —  650  600 

—  '    '  'I  I     ■  '      '  *         II  H  I    I 

Sterling,        —     £.13  10  6  fler.  13    9  5 


By  fchrs  account  it  Appears,  that  an  affintment,  6f  the  foreJ 
going  goods  could  at  that  time  have  been  purchased  very  near 
as  cheap  at  London  as.  at  Philadelphia,  and  they  could  have* 
been  carried  cheaper  from  London  thai*  from  Philadelphia ; 
for  the  price  of  freight  from  England  to  the  Weft  Indies  is 
thirty  'per  cent,  lefs  than  from  Philadelphia  :  but  it.  was  ob* 
ferved*  that  this  account  could,  not  be  depended  on  as  a  ftan- 
jjard  of  prices  for  the  future. ,  .  .  ? 

Information  was  alio  given  to  the  Committee,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  rum  cafes  lately  made  ufe  of  in  Jamaica*  were 
puncheons  that  carried  out  dry  goods  from  Great  Britain,  og 
putrcheon  packs.         • 

That  the. price  of  ptinpheon  packs  here  at  pfefent*  is  front     .. 
thirteen  to  fourteen fliillingsfterling,  which  is  equal  todghteeii 
or  nmeteeu  Ihillingd  currency,;  and  that^  including  freight  ar*4    * 
the  charge  of  fettfrg  them  up.  in  Jamaica,  they  cqn  be  afford* 
|d  there  at  the  rate  of  front  twenty-cfive  tatl|ifl:yJhilU»gs  cur- 
rency ;j  apd  (hat,  during  the  time  l«fnj#f  «£  ftaves  wem 
cheapeft  ;at  J^majca,  puoctaojiansvejr  fol4ifor  Wfrthan  from 
twenty- five  to, thirty  fojHiijg*  $ut*epcy  |  alt  which  rate  the 
planter  ger^rajly  fells  tfeepfnihtttfl  w*th,tke  sum  in  time  of . 
***<*.  ..  .-,   ;v  ..?.      '.:-..  s 

PROOF!  ih  Alport .'tifa  f&ortd  Allegation;       r 

IN  fiippoitof  thftfeeoh(d]ajlegati0n>arb#;"  That  the  fuppftlt 
"  which'  the-fugar  tolonl&4ecetv*  fiitn  the  dominions  of  the 
"  Unjfcd  Sutejs  of  America,  are  in  tnany  ipftapces,  and  at 
*f  many  fealbns  of  the  year*  rtot-  to  be  hadjfrots  any  other 
*  country*  at  any, price  whatever  ;  and  tteto  in  xpany  other  , 
f1  inftance^  fuch  fupplies  arcntat  to  he  had  from  any  other 
*'  places*  but  at  prices  wholly  ruinous.99 

The  planters  an<J  merchanttproduced  to  the  Committee,  ap 
account  of  the  total  Uaport  from  North  America,  into  the 
BritilhWeft4ndiaiflandIs4iiithey&ir.s  1771,  1772;,  and  1773, 
diftingutfhing  tlaq  (quantities  imported  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  from  the  quantities  imported  from  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Newfoundland ;  which  account  is  inferted  in  the  ,  ' 
appendix,  N°  2*-«*One.of  the  obje&s  for  producing  this  ac- 
count was,  to  ihew  the gpetf  value  of  thefe  imports,  which 
they  eftiiaafed  to  amount  annually  to  above  700.000U  fter- 
ling.  Another  object  was,  to  fhew  how  very  Imall  a  propor- 
tion of  thefe  imports  were  brought  from  Canada,  Nov,a  Scotia, 
and  Newfoundland  (the  only  colonies  in  North  America- 
that  now  remain  under  the  dominion'  of  Great  Britain.; 
And,  m  order  to  prove,  th^t  the  Weft  India  ifiands  could  not 

VpL  XVI.  B  k  !*   ' 
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be  fuppliad  with  corn  from  Canada,  the  planters  and  mer- 
chants alleged,  that  there  was  then  a  fhip  loading  in  the  river 
Thames  for  Canada,  .which  actually  carried  .out  .flour- 
That  during  the  late  war,  the  army  in  Canada  amounted  to 
no  more  than  15,000  men,  and  that,  the  province  could  not 
•fupply  thertv,  butthc  whole  fupply  was  font  fcom  England— 
That  in  one  year  d>e  army  was  diftreffed,  becaufe  the  con- 
traftor  relied  upon  the  produce  of  the  province  for  their 
fupply.  •*  \  •" 
<  They  alfoajledged,  that  the  crops- of  wheat  in  Canada  are 

always  uncertain,  rand  that  Canasta  is  at  this  time  nearly  in 
the  fame  ftate  of  cultivation  as  when  it  firft  came  into  our 
J>offeffiori--^Thar  no  Brkifti  fubjefts  have  fettled  there,  one 
-  famify  alone, excepted — That  the  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants may  .Mfetttot'to  1 00,000,' ;moftly  Catholics,  and  not 
ppffeffing  any  tytofeof  induftry.^jThey*  acktib'wladged,  how- 
ever/that  in^  the  "years -1772,^1/73,  and  1774,  whenth# 
6outhern  parts  *>f  Eur6j>e  Wertfrri  great  diftrefs  for  xorn,  a 
large  exportsrt!i<Jn*f&fn  Canada  had'  been  madte*  and  iaone  of 
thofe  years,  *6 SKe  fcmount  Gf  4$o,od<J  bufhels,- -  ~  :  *  . 
*■*  In-order  to ftrttoythat  the  W«ftiB*fta  iflafids-eouM  not  re-. 
ceivc  a  proper  fupply  of  lumber  from  Canada,  they  alledgcd, 
that  though  1  the -whlt^  oak  fro^Cap^dfl  is,  vp*y^gDod  far 
ft  ayes,  the  other  fpecles  of  lumber  wfere  of  an  inferior  qua- 
lity, and  alvfray*  fold  in  itoe.  W,e{WW*es'iit  a  lower  price  than 
that  impbrt**1$rom  other  part*~-Tfrat  they  Want  hands  in 
that  colonf  16  get  wood,  thof  ri*e  of-labour  Being  from  half 
a  dollar  to  ^dollar  pet  <lay.-^Withr  refpeflt  to  Nm  Scotia, 
they  alledgcd,  that- th^o^i  the  inoreafe  of  inhabitants  lately 
gone  there**  nifay  in  time  lea*  tt>*fornc  fupply  6f  grain,  lum- 
ber, and  other  articles  from  that  colony,  Jet  at  prefentNova 
Scotia  is  fuppfiecfv/tflittiefe  frorfi'dthef  parts — That  the  Loy- 
aliftsfentto  NbvaScotra,  carried  provifions  with  them,  and 
arc  riiemfdves,;for  the  raoft  parr;  men  of  adWrereqt  defcrip- 
tion  from  Iabodrers-'-'l'hat  there  Vas  In  *thc  £blony  alfo  a 
want  of  hands,  and  that  the  price  of  lumber  was  greatly 
railed  in  the  coantries  bordering  oh  Nova' Scotia,  in  con* 
fequence  of  the  .demand  for  it  from  thence;  and  that,  in 
ihort,  neitherNova  Scotia  norCanada  Vere  in  a  better  con- 
dition to  furnifh  the  iflands  with  fupplies,  than  before  the 
•war.  '  • 

'     The  Committee,  after  having  lieard  all  that  the  planters 
find  merchants  thought  fit  to  offer  in  evidence  on  this  head, 
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judged  'it  expedient  to  proceed  to  a-  farther  investigation  of 
this  fubje<Sk. 

It  appeared,  by  the  information  received  from  numerous 
refpe&able  authorities,  as  well  as  by  tbe  accounts  laid  be-t 
fore  the  Committee,  that  the  province  of  Canada  is  able  to 
export  great  quantities  of  wheat  and  flour  for  the  confump* 
tion  of  the  Britifh  Weft-India  iflands.  That  in  the  years  • 
*77*»  1772*  1773,  there  were  imported  annually,  from  all 
£arts  of  America,  into  the  HritiOx  Weil- India  iflands,  at  an 
average,  132,750  barrels  of  flour:  during  nearly  the  fame 
period,  that  is,  from  1771  to.  1775,  inclufive*  there  was 
exported  from  Canada  annually,  at  an  average  265,000 
bufliels  of  wheat ;  and  that  tbe  common  price  of  the  grain, 
before  the  war,  did  not  exceed  threes  Shillings  per  bufliel. 
*They  obferve,  that  foon  after  the  year  1775,  ™  exportation 
vrholly  ceafed,  in  confequence  of  the  war,  when  great  nuru* 
bers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  were  employed  in 
the  Public  fervice,  either  as  batteaux  men  to  tranfport  pro* 
viGons  in  their  boats,  or  as  waggoners  to  convey  them  by 
land,  or  as  feamen  employed  upon  the  lakes. — That  this  di- 
minished the  cultivation  of  the  country,  and  was  the  caufe 
that  fo  much  corn  was  not  produced — That  the  enemy's 
troops  were  fometimes  in  pofleflion  of  a  part  of  the  country, 
and  that  at  other  times  the  inhabitants  were  in  apprehenfion 
of  them— That  in  the  year  1778,  the  Governor  prohibited 
the  exportation  of  grain,  and  that  the  prohibition  was  ftill 
in  force  on  the  21ft  day, of  September  laft;  but  that  the  Com- 
mittee hath  been  allured,  no  flour  was,  imported  during 
the  war,  except  for  the   ufe  of  the  troop*  and  Indians. 

It  was  farther  reprefented,  that  this  prohibition  operated 
as  a  great  discouragement  to  the  induftry  of  the  farmer; 
but  all  the  witnefles  agree,  that  the  exportation  of  grain  from 
Canada  will  in  future  revive  and  increafe,  efpecially  if  the 
Weft-Iridia  market  is  fecured  to  them;  and  that  feveral  per- 
sons of,  great  experience  are  of  opinion,  that  an  annual  ex- 
port of  300,000  bufliels  may  be  depended  upon  —  That  be- 
fore the  war,  :he  trade  of  Canada,  in  flour,  was  checked  for 
Want  of  proper  mills  to  grind  their  corn,  and  they  frequently 
fent  grain  to  Philadelphia'  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  fince  the 
peace,  proper  milliiones  have  been  imported,  and  new  mills 
have  been  erected  at  a  great  ex  pence,  in  convenient  places; 
fa  that  their  flour  in  future  will  be  much  finer,  more  free 
from  bran,  and  titter  for  exportation,  and  tke  commerce  of 
the  province  in  this  article  will  be  thereby  greatly  improved 
4pd  ex&wjded*  And  the  ComjnitteQ  have  been  affured,  by  a 
B  b  2  perfon 
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perfon  of  very  refpe&able  authority,  who  from  his  long  te- 
fidence  there  ratfft  be  beft  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  th« 
climate,  that  he  never  knew  the  crop  of  grain  materially  fail 
Cililaft  -year,  which  happened  to  be  unufaally  rainy. 
f  It  alio  appeared,  that  great  quantities  of  lumber  can  M 
fbrnifhed^  from  Canada,  and  the  market  of  Quebec,  *her* 
it  will  be  exchanged  for  Britifh  manufactures ;  and  that  the 
Canadians  have  teamed  to  cut  their  lumber  to  great  advan- 
tage,, by  floating  milk  of  a  new  conftfu&ion,  built  at  a  third. 
6f  the  expence  of  ordinary  mills. 

:  Ft  was  obferved,  that  th?  navigation*  of*  the  river  St, 
Lawrence,  which  is  frozen  a  confiderabie  part  of  the  year, 
is  a  great  impediment  to  the  trade  of  this  country  — -  Bui 
though  this  may  materially  afle6fc  lumber,  the  freight  of 
tyhicn,  as  a  Bulky  article,  is  a  material  confederation,  yet 
It  cannot  much  injure  the  trade  in  flour,  which,  if  pro* 
jjerly  packed,  is  toot  liable  to  damage  in  a  fhort  time. 
'  It  was  farther  ftated,  that  Nova  Scotia  will  fooabe  able 
to  fupply  great  quantities  of  lumber;  and  that  if  grants  of 
lands  are  properly  made,  and  fecured  to  the  inhabitants, 
they  will,  in  about  three  years  be  able  to  furnifh,  at  mo^ 
derate  prices,  mod  of  the  articles  which  the  Weft-India 
Jfiands  can  want  from  North  America.  And,  though  the 
fca  coaft,  from  Cape  Canfo  to  Cape  Sable,  is  rocky  and 
barren,  and  produces  nothing  but  fir  trees,  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country,  and  the 'banks  of  all  the  rivers  that 
empty  themfelves  into  the  Bay  of  fundy,  have  as  fine  a 
foil  as  any  part  of  the  world  :  the  peninfula  is  fitted  (of 
dairy  farms  ;  and  there  are  immenfe  tradls  of  good  land  oil 
the  other  fide  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  on  the  river 
Saint  John's,  Pcdicodia<*k,  and  others  of  lefs  note,  which 
pre  proper  for  every  fort  of  tillage :  and  that  the  whole 
country  produces  the  fined  garden  vegetables  in  the  world, 
particularly  potatoes. 

Aflurance  was  given  to,the  Committee^  that  the 'climate 
q{  Nova  Scotia  is  fine  and  healthy,  and  that  the  number  of 
*fcew  fettlers  there  amount  to  near  30,000,  are  induftriousj 
and  extremely  anxious  to  cultivate  the  land  allotted  to  them 
-*-That  the  neutral  French,  who  ftill  remain,  were  always 
an  induftrious  ^people ;  and  that,  before  the  year  1754, 
fuch  of  them  as  were  fettled  at  Beaux  Sejours,  Tinta- 
uiarre,  and-  other  places  of  the  province,  fupplied  Cana- 
da, and  other  French  fettlements  in  North  America,  with 
a  confiderabie  quantity  of  grain ;  and  ti^at  they,  and  aU 
/        ■  thtf 
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tb^  0I4  inhabitants,  vqhen  they  are  no  io&grtr  io  a  precari- 
ous ftate  with  r^fpe&  to,  the  governaiefri  under  which 
they  are  to  live,,  will  follow  the  example  of  tjic  ncyr 
fettlers,  syid  wttVle^rn -from  them  to  improve  the  country 
to  great  advantage,  especially  if  encouragement  is  given  to 
their  ipduftryj  by  Securing  *$  them  proptr  markets.— And 
(he  Committee  vfer^  afiu.red*  f*om  good  authority,  that 
upon  the  like  encouragement,  the  population  of  Nora 
§cotia,  will  be  increased* .  - 

.  It  appeared  alfo,  that  great  parts  of  this  country  abound 
1vith  lumber,  particularly  white  oak  ;  and  that  a  number 
of  faw-mills  are  already  erected  in  that  province,  and 
that  more  will  be  ete&ed  as  foon  as  the  grants  arf 
fettled. 

Jt    alio    appeared;  to  the  Committee,    that;  there  art 

1,500,000  acres,  iu  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  capable  of 

producing  any  fort  of  European  grain,,  and  remarkably  fit 

for  garden  vegetans  }  and,  though  the  coaft  is  very  much 

fubject  tp  fogs*  the- air  in  the  center  is  dry,  and  fit  for  the 

produce  of  grain— That  it  abounds  alfo  with  great  quanti* 

ties  of  lunjber,  pine  of  every  dimenfion,  oak  of  various 

kinds,  white  and  red  (the  former  in  plenty)  afh  and  elm* 

beech,  birch  and  maple,  which  grow  to  gteat  fcantlings-** 

That  thefe  woods,  lie  contiguous  to  the  coaft,  or  on  navi# 

gable  rivers  5  and  that  there  are  a  great  number  of  ftrcam* 

in  the  ifland  fit  to  ere£t  faw-mills  thereon  \   and  it  is  not 

doubted  but  that  lumber  fufficiently  proper  for  every  pu*+ 

pofe  may  be  procured  in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Capt 

Breton  5    and  that  the  difadvantage  to  which   Canada  b 

fubje&  in  point  of  nayagation,  is  revcrfed  with  refpeft  to 

Nova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton,  the  navigation  from  thef* 

couhtries  to  the  Weft-India  dflands  being  performed  in  a 

lefs  time  than  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Beudes  thefe  articles,  which  are  the  ftaple  commoditicf 
Of  thefe  countries,  there  are  0ther9,  of  which  the  Welti* 
India  illajids  ftand;r>  need:  two  of  thefe  are  rice  and  India 
corn.  The  $onfumption  of  the  firft,  in  the  Weft-Indifc 
i&ands,  is  very  fmall,  amounting,  at  an  average  of  three 
years,  to  no  n)ore  than  2(3,563  barrels  annually.-— It  if 
certain  that  thefe  articles  cannot  be  produced  either  h* 
Canada  or  Nova  Scotia.  India  corn  is  a  more  neceiTary 
article  j  and  the  quantity  imported  into  our  Weft-Indiis 
iflands,  at  an.  average  of  three  years,  is  401,464  bulhela 
$uquaUy«  And,  the.  Committee  were  informed  there  is  a 
t  great. 
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great  deal  of  India  corn  now  grown  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
,  that  a  great  deal  more  will  be  planted  this  fpriflg'  on  Saint 
'  John's  river,  provided  the  grants  are  confirmed  to  the  new 
Settlers  and  provincials  in  due  times  and  that  parts  of 
Canada  are  capable  alfo  of  producing  it.  It  was  obferved, 
that  the  grain  of  this  India  Corn  may  poffibly  not  be  fo  large 
and  fine  as  that  which  is  produced  in  the  fouthern  part* 
cf  America ;  but  it  may  anfwer  for  the  fame  ufes  nearly  as 
veil — That  it  is  certain  that  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  can 
and  will  produce  all  the  fubftitutes  for  India  corn*  viz. 
Beans,  peas,  barley,  oats  and  potatoes,  at  the  moil  reafon* 
able  rates ;  with  which  fubftitutes,  except  potatoes,  the 
planters  during  the  laft  war  fed  their  negroes — That  there 
is  alfo  no  doubt,  but  in  a  fhort  time,  great  quantities  of 
India  corn,  of  the^  fined  fort,  may  be  produced  in  the 
iflands  of  Bahama,  where  there  is  a  foil  and  climate  per- 
fe&ly  fitted  for  it  j  to' which 'a  large  colony  are  already 
gone,  and  more  are  expefted  to  arrive ;  and  that  from  thefe 
iflands  the  navigation  to  the  Weft-India  iflands  is  very  eafy 
and  fhort. 

;  Another  article  of  which  the  Weft-Ittdia  iflands  (land 
in  need,  is  live  ftock,  and  falted  beef  and  pork.  Live 
ftock  can  be  furnifhed  in  great  quantities  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia. It  furnifhed  the  Britifh  army,  whilft  it  was  at  Bofton, 
with  a  plentiful  fupply  of  it,  though  it  was  not  theri 
peopled  with  half  the  inhabitants  it  is  at  prefent ;  and  the 
ihortnefs  of  the  navigation  from  this  country  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  is  a  favourable  circumftance  with  refpect  to 
this  fupply. 

The  Committee  alfo  flate,  that  befides  falted  beef  and 
pork,  which  mav  be  fupplied  from  both.  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,  the  Weft  Indies  can  be  furnifhed  with  thofe  articles  • 
in  plenty,  and  of  a  fiiperior  quality,  from  Great  Britain, 
and  particularly  from  Ireland :  and  it  was  ftated  to  the 
Committee,  that  the  falted  beef  and  pork  from  America 
is  of  a  loofe  and  open  texture,  and  eafily  goes  to  decay  in 
hot  climates ;  fo  that,  all  circumftances  confidered,  thofe 
articles  may  be  had  on  cheaper  terms  (in  the  opinion  of  fe- 
deral witnefies)  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  than  from 
any  Part  of  North  America. 

The  laft  important  article  of  provifion  which  the  Weft- 
India  iflands  ftand  in  need  of,  is  dried  and  pickled  fifh ; 
and  there  were  ftated  fuf&cient  reafons  for  believing,  that 
f he  .whole  fupply  can  be  furnifhed  by  one  or  other,  of  the 
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fifheries  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  thofe  of  New-* 
foundland,  Canada,  and  Nova  Scotia.-— The  quantity  inw 
ported  .  into  the  Britifh  Weft-India  iflands,  according  to' 
the  adcount  the  Committee  have  received,  is  159,669  quin^ 
tals  of  dried  fi(h  annually,         '■•-.- 
-    The  cod  fifli  imported  into  the  iflands  is  of  an  inferior 
quality  to  that  which  is   fent  to   the  European  market^ 
being  principally  for  the  food  of  negroes :  feme  thing  more 
than  nine-tenths  of  this  quantity  was  imported  into  Hit 
Majefty's  iflands  by :  fhips  belonging  to  the  New-England 
provinces ;   but  a  considerable  par£  of  this,  that  is  67,000 
quintals,  the  New  Englanders  annually  purchafed  of  the 
Fifhermen  at  Newfoundland ;    fo  that  of  this  they  were 
merely  the  carriers.  ;  The  price  of  cod  at  the  ports  of  ex* 
portation  in  New  England,  was  confiderably  dearer  than  at 
Newfoundland,  nearly 'as  nine  to  feven  5  but  it  aflifted  the 
traders '  of  New  England  in  making  up  their  aflbrtments 
for  the  Weft-India  markets  ;    and,  as  they  purchafed  this 
iUh  with  rum  of  thdr.own  diftilling,  at  Newfoundland,  fo 
ihey  fold  it  in.  thtr  Weft  Indies  for  rum  of  a  finer  quality^ 
pnd  for  fugalrand  tnelafles,  and  made  thereby  a  profitable 
trade.    •  Newfoundland  alone  i$Jaid  to  be  fufficient  for  the 
fupply  of  dried  and  pickkd  ,cod  5  but  the  fituation  of  Nova 
{Scotia  iS  fo  favourable  for  carrying  on  jhe  fisheries,  being 
much,  nearer  the  fifhing  banks  than  the  ports  of  New  Eng- 
land^ that  tfcere  is.  no  doubt  but  they  will  have  a  confider- 
$ble  ftiaxe  in  this  commerce  5  and  it  appeared,  that  great 
adv^nWges  will  be  derived  from  a  free  intercourfe  between 
Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Weft-India  iflands, 
for  the   exchange  of  their   refpedtive  produce.      That  it! 
addition   to   the   dried  and  pickled  cod,   the  Weft-India 
market  requires  a  fupply  of  faked  mackarel,  herrings,  and 
other  fmall  fifli :    that  part  of  thefe,  particularly   the  her- 
rings, may  be  exported  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
.which  are  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  any  fifli  of  this  fort  in 
America;  and,  by  accounts  laid  before  the  Committee,  q?q 
be  fupplicd  in  great  quantities,     Pickled  Mackarel  and  fal- 
xnon  may  be  furnifhed  from  the  fifheries  on  the  coafts  and 
in  the  rivers  of  Nova  Scotia  ajid  JL.abradorf  where  they 
may  be  caught  in  great  plenty. 

PROOFS   in  fupport  bf  the  third  Allegation, 

,    IN  fupport  of  the  third  allegation  ;  viz.  u  That  the  na* 
ft  Ration  between  the  Nortb-Ainerican  colonies,  and  thes 
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cM^t-cdenies,  caataotbccHWhiaHy  cmrtieddn  by  Britifli 
**  (htpe9  on  account  of  the  heavy  ekpencei  uncertainty,  and 
f  *  delay  of  foeh  circuffous  havigatiofa,  beyohd  that  which  would 
i*  attend  the  direct  navigation  in  American  fhips;"^— the 
planters  and  merchants  urged,  that  before  the  laft  warj  more 
tMn  three  parts  in  four  WE  the  fhips  employed  in  carrying  on 
the  commerce  bet'vveefc  the  Britifli  Weft-India  iflands  and 
rlorth  America,  were  Americata  ;  and  they  produced  twp  ac- 
counts, by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  nutabcr  of  fhips,  fo  em* 
ployed  ib  the  yeat  1771*  amounted  to  12O8;  of  which  only 
thirteen  cime  frojn  th&colonies  now  under  the  dominion  of  Hi| 
Majefty  ;  that  is,  fivfe  from  Cariada,  fix  from  Ne  wfouhdlaad} 
and  two  from  Nova  Scotia.  They  inferred  alfo,  from  the 
nmrtber  of  veffels  bbing  fo  great,  that  their  fonnage  muft 
have  been  fmill,  ind  cdnfequentljr  they  could  hot  be  Britifli 
fti'ipji  etoployed  i±  the  American  trade,  which  are  fcorce  ever 
ef  left,  burden  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred 
tans,  i  'They  produced  alfo  another*  paper,  to  fhew,  that  of 
five  hundred  and  fixiy  one  fell,  whidi  entered  at  the  port  of 
_  JCingfton  in  Jamaica  in  th^year  x'774,  one  hundred  and  thir* 
ty-one  were  Britifli  built,  and  four  hdndred  and  twenty*  t#$ 
Ateerican  builtw  They  faid#  that  iipbn  an  experiment  teade 
|or  two  or  three  fucceflive  y£ars,  of  carrying  on  the  trade  b£ 
p  circuitous  voyage^  that  is,  by  fenditfg/ftiips  froth  England 
to  America  to  take  in  lbmbe'r,  and  cirry  the  fiufte  fron* tfrebc*  N 
iet©  the  iflands,  it  was  found  not  to  anfweti-^Thbt  tfcfe  &>?pt 
did  not  fave  themfelve*  in  point  of  expence;  and  that  it 
could  never  aofwer  to  a  merchant  to  employ  fhip*  id  filch 
ipiircui'tdds  voyage  upon  fpeculation,~And  being  aifced,  whe* 
ther  there  was  any  number  of  fhips*  belonging  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands  erri ployed  ill  the  trade  between  the  iflands  an4 
America  I  they  anfwered,  it  was  believed  there  w^fc  nbte 

t   CONTRA* 

UPON  this  fubjc&  the  Committee  examined  a  number  of 
Eminent  rafcfehints  trading  to  ftbrth  America,  *hd  {the  Weft 
Indies,  as  ^rell  as  other  p^rfotos  wbo  lad  been  employee!  ii 
His  Majefty's  fervid  in  America}. and,  upon  the  whc4e  of 
the  evidence  laid  befmt  thfc  Cbrhmittce,  if  appeareif  to  then^ 
that  there  never  was  a  period  in  which  this  country  was  better 
prepared  than  U  is  atprefent,  to  enter  into  *ny  new  branch 
pf  the  carrying  ttidtf.— Many  feameri  have  lately  been  dif- 
charged  from  the  (hips  of  war/ arid  rnanymercaiftU*  vc&ls. 
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with  their  csews,  difmified  from  the  public  fcrricer;  and  tit* 
Committee  have  been  afiured,  that,  from  the  citttumAanee* 
before  mentioned,  there  is  at  prefect  k>  this  country  aa  ©*er* 
ftodc  of  Slipping  which  wants  employment ;  lb  that  the  price 
of  freight  from  Great  Britain  to  America  has  fallen  at  low 
as  it  was  in  the  bft  peace ;.  that  is,  from  eightpouads  per  toft 
W  about  three  pounds,  to  about  Quebec,  and  about  twoi . 
pounds  to*  other  parts  of  America—- and  that  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  freight  from  America  to  the  Weft  Indies  will  fait  a* 
tow  as  h  was  ia  the  laft  peace,  though  confined  to  Britift* 
fllip|*ifig. 

The  Committee  alfo  ftated,  that  it  had  been  obferved  to         , 
them,  that  the  owners  of  Britifli  veflela,  concerned  in  the 
Weft  India' trade,  have  long  laboured  under  great  difadvan- 
tagesf,  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  outward  freights  fo* 
their  vefifeis;  but  that  now,  by  going  ttrft  to  North  America, 
and  from  thence  to  tfet  Weft  Indies,  and  fo  home,  they  witt 
be  fore  of  two  freights^  and  perhaps  three,  inftead  of  tittta 
mote  than  one :  and  it  is  attedged,  that  they  will  reap  this  be* 
nefit  vritb  very  fmall  additional  charges  in  the  payment  of 
feaatanV  wag*?  and  port  duties.    And  it  has  bedn  proved  to 
the  Committee,  that  though  the  fhipe  employed  in  the  Weft-* 
India  trade  from  the  Port  of  London,  called  eftabtiftred  fhips9 
have  not  hitherto  engaged  kv  this  circuitous  commerce— -and, 
heirtg  large  (hips,  of  great  expenre,  might  not,  upon  trial, 
find  it  for  their  advantages* yet  that  fhips  from  the  out  porta 
frequently  engaged  irt  ir,  fomctitnes  by  going  firft  to  North 
America,  taking  a  cargo  of  lumber  from  (hence for  the  iflands 
iff  the  Weft  Indfes,  and  running  home  freighted  witfh  foga* 
and  other  Weft-India  produce;  a*id  that  at  other  times  they 
went  firft  for  the  Weft- India  iflands,,  with  fupercargoes,  wfcd 
employed  their  veffefs  in  a  trip  to  the  continent  for  lumber, 
while  they  were  purchasing  rum  and  other  produce  of  the 
iflantii  for  their  homeward  voyage~Thar,  in  particular,  tea 
or  twelve  fhips  have  been  known  to  come  to  Georgiaift  a  year* 
that  were  employed  in-  this  trade,   and  others  to  the  Ca- 
rolina's for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  aod  it  has  been  proved  to  the 
Committee,  that  there  are  ten  large  fhips  from*  the  port  of  ' 
London  already  deftittcd  for  this  circuitous  trade,  and  three 
others  intended  to  be  employed  in  the  like  manner,  whoft 
chief  objesft  frthtf  freight  from  America  to  Jamaica  \  and  that 
thefe  ftiipt  wilt  go*  frorn  henee  even  in  ballaft,  in  cafe  a 
faagttt  outfward  cannot  be  obtained,  becawfe  they  will,  per* 
haps,  makrf,.  by  freight  ftem  America  to  Jamaica,  aaoo,  or 
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t#*6  pounds ;  whereas,  in  all  probability  (as  was  the  cafe 
kft  year)  they  wouid  not  make  above  eight  or  nine  hundred 
pounds,  from  London  to  Jamaica. 

c  On  this  head,  the  Committee  obferve,  that  the  number  of 
Brttifh  (hips .  which  feized  the  opportunity  of  going  from 
North  America  to  the  Weft-India  iilands,  with  lumber  and 
proyiiions  on  the  fuA  nonce  of  the  order  in  council  (as.  al- 
ready ftated)  is  a  clear  proof  that  this  branch  of  commerce  is 
profitable ;  and,  as  a  farther  proof  of  the  value  of  this  com- 
merce, the  freight  from  North  America  to  the  Weft  Indies 
is  from  thirty  to  forty  pounds  per  cent,   more  than  from 
(3r£at  Britain  to  the  Weft  Indies.     *.    "         J 
:   Information  was;alfo given  to  the  Committee,,  that,  befides 
the  (hips  before  mentioned,    there  are  twelve  fail  of  Britilh 
(hips  eftabliflicd   at  Jamaica,    for  carrying   on  the   trade 
t>etvyeen .  that  ifland  and  the  continent  of  America,  befides 
others  intended  to  be  fitted  out ;  to  which  may  be  added  the 
(hips  of  Canada,  and  Nova  Scotia,  which  will  be  employed 
in  this  trade :  And  it  has  been  proved  to  the  Committee,  that 
many  (hip-carpenters  have  fettled  in  Nova  Scotia,  for  the 
pofpofe  of  (hip  building ;  and,  if.  the  trade  to  the  Weft-In- 
dia iilands  is  confined  to  Britilh  (hipping,  it  is  expe&ed  that 
■  rnany  more  perfons  of,  that  defcriptton  Will  be  induced  to 
fettle  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  will  find  timber  of  every 
fort,  fit  for, (hip  building;  and  as  the  tidp  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  rifes  very  high,  the  harbours  of  that  cpuntry  are  bet- 
ter fitted  for  building  (hips  than  any  of  the  continent  of 
North  America. — Information  has  been,  alfo  given  to  the 
Committee,  that  before  the  war,  (hips  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  tons  were  built;  in  Canada,  for  which  they  have 
timber  in  great  plenty;  and  that,  befides  what  have. been 
mentioned^  the  interco.urfe  between  the  WcfModies  and  Ame- 
rica will  be  carried  on  by  (loops  belonging  to  the  Bermuda 
jmd  Bahama  iilands,  which  have  always  had  a  principal  (hare 
pf  this  trade. 

The  accounts  produced  by  the  Weft-India  planters  and 
merchants,  before  ftated,  (hew,  that  the  number  of  vefleli 
Which  entered  the  ports  of  the  Britifh  "Weft-India  iilands  in 
-J 772,  witb  the  produce  of  North  America  was  ,1208,  and 
that  on. an  average  of  three  years  preceding  the  war,  the  num- 
ber of  veffeis  that  entered  thofe  ports,  with  the  produce  of 
North  America,  was  16x0,  containing  1 15,634  ton?,  and  na- 
vigated by  9,7 1 8 men :  but,  as  the  ve(TeUpniployed.iQ'taW*rwl* 
were  generally  able  to  make  three  trips  in  the  yea/,  the  abov* 
lumbers  muft  be  divided  by  three,  in  order  to  (hew  tbinpm- 
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bcr  of  fliips  or  veflels,  the  quantity  of  tonnage,  and  thentim-; 
bcr  of  men,  actually  fo  employed  ;  the  real  number,  there-: 
fore,  will  tarn  out  to  be  five'hundred  and  thirty-three  fhipsr 
containing  38,544  tons,  and  navigated  fry  3,339  men  :  And 
it  has  been  fhewn,  by  three  different  calculations  laid  befor* 
the  Committee,  that  the  value  of  this  freightage,  in  a  com* 
mercial  lrght,  is  not  lefs  than  245,000!.  a  year: 

P  R  O  O  F  S  in  fnpport  of  the  fourth  Allegation. 

IN  fupport  of  the  fourth  allegation, ;  viz,  <c  That  thf 
u  planters  in  His  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  can  no  o.thejv^ife 
"  pay  for  the  fupplies  received  from  -the  dominion?,  of  the 
"  faid  United  States,  than  by  the  produce  of  their  cftate*; 
"  which  produce,  in  many  inftances,  does  not  find  any  ade* 
u  quate  vent  in  Great  Britain^  and,  if  not  taken  off  by  \\)p 
f<  North  Americans,  would  remain  a  dead  weight  upon  aU  - 
€t  the  jeft  of  the  produce  of  the  fcid  fugar  colonies;"— t^ 
planters  and  merchants  produced  accounts  to  jhew,  that,  be* 
.fides  finaller  articles,  there  was  exported  to  North  America^ 
•  •     In  the  years  ",.-.. 

m*    IS?8?r*  -3i776  hhdst 
77^V  l^ooip. 32,965  puncheons 
iii*     fS^gar,  5,3*5  bMs.  .. 

.CtrVn^i  43,488  puncheons,         _  -^ 
Theyalf  edged,  that  the  Americans  then*  took,  from,  tbp 
Britifh.  Weft- India  iflands,    their  produce  in  payment  for 
nearly  the  amount  of  what  they  imported...  They  admitted* 
that  the  ru;n  exported  to  North  America,  was  for  American 
confumption  oaly#  and  none  of  it  afterwards  re-exported. 
They  alfedged, .  that  before  the  war,  no  foreign  run^  was 
confume'd  in  North  America,  except  fome  fmuggjed  froiji 
particular  places,  none  being  .permitted  to  be  made  in  the 
French  iilands  until  lately,  that  the  Governor  of  .Martinique 
had  iflueVf'  a  proclamation,  giving  licepce  to  American  mer- 
chants to  ereft  a  rum  diftjllery  at  (the  Bay  .of.  Gallery,  2nd 
proper  cifteras  for  keeping  molafies  near  the  town  of  Saijjt 
Pierre-^That  the  Americans  took,  molafies  from,  the  Frenqh 
lflandi,' which  they  diftilled  into  a  >um  of  a  very   inferior 
.quality,  known  by  the  name  of  New  England  Spirit  ;  .that 
a  trifling  quantity  of  the  fame  was  expqrrcd,to  Africa,  and 
fome  ufed  to  be  fent  to4Caaada,   until  diftilie.ries  were  efta- 
blilhed  in  that  province,— and  the  p!anters.and  merchants  in- 
formed the  Committee,  that  it  was  univerifajly  underftood  at 
Jamaica,  that  ka  gentleman,  formerly  of  London,  was  gone* 
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Cwwp.  Jamaica  to  the  Jfrwch  tfUwfc,  with  *  *ienr  pf  <puftiqg 
to  xhe  utmoft  extent  the  diftillcrics  £pr  xnm  dUblUhc^l  i*  the 
Frectch  ifUads*  wd  i^piovlotgibo  0^411  uta£tqTeo£  fatf  com* 
modiiy  ;  aid  ftey  bb^er*edd  Jtfo  the  httPgtog  «hofejtt£illt~ 
rjes  to  a  condition  , p^opex  for  Applying  the  demand  ftNrjrpsD 
f rpp  the  United  &a£Qs  muft  he  a  *ypr.k  of  time  ;  a*4  ,ttel  the 
true  rule,  whereby  to  farm  *  jyudgftqeirt  of  the  40jb$.  the 
faid  diftilleries  might  have  upon  the  export  of  rum  from  the 
Britifk JVeft  Indies  was  jiottittar  frot*  ;the  pr*fent.fxpce,  or 
the  prefent  demand  ;  bat  that  we  oijght  tojook  forward. tP  a 
future  periodi^Tbe  planters  janjl  merchants  brought  with 
them  no  account  bf  the  preient  price*  of  rum,  either  at  Ja- 
maica or  the  other  iflands;  and  letters  were  p^rodacedtpiheie 
the  low  prices  and  tmall  demand  for  rum,  m  February  and 
March  .laft,  alt  Granada  and  Saiat  Chriftopher^s,  "being  fo 
lp*j  as  three  ftullirigs  and  tiro  (hillings  and  fi*  peifcp.pf  r 
gallon ;  and  k  was  agrt^,  by  att  whprt  the  Committee  fca ve 
examined  on'rfiis  head,  that  rorn  was  'die;  principal  article 
wtiiah  the  Brttf/h  Weft-India iflands  fent  jto  Ametyca  before 
4be  war,  inreturd  for  the  produce  of  that  continent;* 

The  price  of  fujgar  in  the  BritiQ?  jflands  is  fo  rtuch  higher 
than  in  the  other  iflands,.  that«tiie  ^ricripaf^  always  preferred 
going  to  the  Matter 'far  thepurchali  of  that  article.     The 
quantity  of  rum  fent  .from  the  Brfrijh  W«fc* India  iflands  to 
North  America,  tm  an  average  of  time  yearj,  W3f»  accepting 
%o  the  acoount  of  ijnports  and  eipocts  in'  North  America, 
Tfiy86o,ooo gallons  in  a  year;  apd  the  quantity  of  th^molaffes 
ti50jOOOgallons— vThls  laft  niay  beconfidered  as  (o  much  addi- 
tional nam,  as-  if  is  prdbafcje  &e  greateft  part  of  it  was  diftiltcd 
-into  that  fpir.it  in  America.  The  Whole  quantity  of  rum,  there- 
fore, the  produce  of  our  iflands.,  which  the  Americans  took 
-from  tHero,  may  be  fairly  ftated  at  3>oco,ooo  gallons*    This 
,  «uatttit?y,  great  as*  it  is,  is  but  apart  of  therum  neceflary.for 
'ineconfumptioh^F  North  America  ;  for  it  is  fei^,  that  al- 
~moft  all  the-m'olaffts  of  the  Fr^nph  iflands  were  imported 
iimo-ir/and  diftillcd  into  rum,  chiefly  in  the  Niajy  England 
provinces  ;  and;  this  is  probable,  as  the  price  of  iaaOlanes  in 
the  French  iflands  has,  of  late,  years*  very  much  increased, 
-  in  confequeru**  of  the  great  demand  for  it. 
:• .  Itw&s  alio  (hewn  to  the  Committee,  that  the  confumjrtion 
!of  rum  in  North   America  was    not    annually    lefs   than 
7^ooo,oco  gallons;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  tbat 
♦  this  consumption  will  be  lefs  in  future;  and  if  the  French 
4  *  diftil 
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4tfbl  Ifcejr  omi  fflolaflfas,  Jt  xfrn  make  no  difference  in  tfce 
quantity  of mm  AftUfed. 

£  y  an  account  of  price*  current  of  fagar,  win,  and  coffee, 
At  Kiogffton  to  Jamaica,  on  the  aJBtb  day  of.  January  la*, 
laid  Iwfeiredhe  Committee,  it  appeared,  that  tbofe  article* 
*faeu  foW  a*  prior* at.lcaft  » high  at  they  w*ee,  on  a*  average, 
lmw*pDtthc  ytoan  *y?Q  sad  1775  ;  and  the  Committee  Inure 
Jteeii  inforjfcjie4i  that  fey  acoaunts.laaeiy  «tcmd,  dated  *6Ck 
ftfatfd^  *he  produce  of  that  iiland  'bad  rifcn,  in  the  ooevfe 
t)£:tte;^ft  rnooth,  nearly  am  per  sent-  TW*  rife  i*  alleged 
flfrfboimfriog  to  Ac  pmfent  demand  iar  tke  American  fl&arket. 
-  A  corre^poodeat  at^avaooa  La  Mar,  in  a  letter  tp  a  mer- 
chant 4>f  iJoadon,  doubts  whether  ;hecaa*xec*Ke  the  orders 
he  had  received  from  London  for  ram,  within  the  time  ap- 
yciafcrtb^  bem»fe  there  were  at^avanoa  La  Mar  (evoralpur~ 
^affirsforrfcuco  aad  fngar  fom  Kingfton,  for  the  American 
4MrkoV***ftmm  ihad^hioae,  atr&munalja  Mar,  at  two  ftiM- 
Imgaadiiic  poice  per  galioh,  which  *s  as  high  asatiypurctuu- 
fed  at  ahat  port  during  the  iaft  five  yaars,  and  higher  (ban  ft 
u&aailjr  brake  at  fn  timts  of  peade.~--R4&in  fold  At  Ktngftoti, 
«pcA  tlae  10th  ef  March,  ac  two  Ifajillings'and'nioe  pence? 
and*,  -bytfce'laftaccotiaUs  from  the  Leewa-pd  iflands,  dated  in 
February,  <tfa»  price  of  new  rurh  was  cxpe&ed  to  be  at  two 
ihillbngs  aad  three  grace,  and  ftrong  Granada  rum  at  two 
fiwUingft  and -fix  pence;  which,  tfee  Committee  are  informed, 
ia,atae3ft,  asjfajgh  as  ram  ufaally  broke  at  in  tbofe  ifla-nds  in^ 
tome*  c/ peace.  AoA,  from  (die  jwefeat  price  of  rum,  and  the 
dean  atari  for  it,  them  is  ra>*eafon  *o  apprehend  that  there  will 
-beany  went  of  a-fufficient  vent  foe  this  'article  of  produce. 

fcappearcd  i>y  ithe  account  of  imports  and  exports  produced 
to  the  Committee,  ttett  there  were  imported  into  Canada, 
Nova  Sdotta,  and  Newfoundland,  feefpfe  the  war,  998,67c 
gallons: io *  year;  andithav*  the  year  1774,  748,491  gal- 
lons of  nifn  were  iiripnatd  fro*  the  Weft  Indies,  and  from 
the  continent  rif  America,  into  that  colony  only. 
*     By  another  account  produced,  it  appeared,  that  in  fofrte 
years  abere  has  Wn  a  large  importation  of  rum  into  Canada 
from  Great  ^Britain;  bat  it  is  probabkvthat  a  confiderabte' 
portion  of  this  might  be  for  the  ufe  of  Has  Majefty's  tropps.     , 
This,  however,  was  tout  part  of  the  pottfumption  of  thofe       , 
provinces  :  Great  quantities  were  fmuggled,  particularly  into 
Canada,  -where  there  >was  a  high  duty  %  and  ftill  more  into    * 
Newfoundland,  wheoe  there  was  one  cuftom  hoafe  only; 
and  great  quantities  were  fold  by  the  Americans,  out  of  Aeir 

veileJs, 
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vefleU,  to  the  fifhermen  on  the  banks.  When,  it  it  con* 
fidered,  therefore,  that  the  people  of  Neva  Scotia  have  in 
the  h*ft  year  been- more  than  doubled  by  the  new  fcttlers, 
?nd  that  the  people  of  Canada,  are  alfo  much  increafed^ 
there  can  be  little  4oubt  that  the  confamptioo  of  rum  will 
be  greatly  iacteafed  imthe  remaining -BritHh  colonies,  es- 
pecially if  all  duties  upon  the  rum  of  ppr  iflands,  imported 
into  Canada,  be  taken  off,  or  at  leaft  grcartydiminiflied, 
•and  foreign  vefiels  allowed  as  Iktle  intercourse  as  .poffiMe 
with  out  fifherulch  at Newfoundland/ i What  thequantky 
corfumed  in  fticb  cafe- may  he,  it  is  hnpoffiblejtoiay;  but 
it  will  probably  leave  no  igf eater  quantity  to  be^  imported 
into  other  parts  of, America,  than  fucH>as-  will  fihd  aft  eafy 
market.;  •    t  «  .  1  •.      <"...;  »r-    :.  .,;   •  n  —..:  .  : 

It  we*  fugdfcfttd^  to*  the  Committee,'  that  the  confining 
the  intercourfe  whhdar  Weft-India  iflands  to  BrfoiflHbip% 
.will  be  a  means  of  'fecuring-to*  the  phhters;  a  greater  ex- 
jgwt  of  their  produce,   than  if  the  ihips  of  die-  United 
rSt^te*  were  allowed  to  come;  afe  formerly,  to  the  ports  of 
our  iflajvls*  .for,  though  the  Weft- India  planters  and  mer- 
chants feemed  to  imagine,  that  before'  the  war  the  Ame- 
jiqans  topk  from  the  BritHh  Weft-India  sflbnds<their  ,pro- 
,duce  in  payment  for  nearly  the  amount  of  what  they  xm- 
.pprted,  ,the  . accounts  of  t  imports  an^  exports,  ftatc   the 
value  of  ithe  produce  of  the  continent  of  North*.  America, 
imported  into  the  iflands,  as  valued  *t  the.  port  ofi  im- 
portation at  7  20,000  L  .  annually,  inctadingt  freight  *.->  and 
the  amount,  qf  the  produce  of  our  iflands,  imported'  into 
North  Ameried*  valued  i*  like  manner  at  the  port  of  ini- 
portation,  at  420*000!.  including  freight ;  which  makes  a 
balance  of .  3O1OO0L.  .in  favour  of  the  Americans :   and  it 
-has  been. aflerted,  by  merchants  well  verfed  in  that  scorn* 
jnerce,  whohpve  appeared  before  the  Committee,  that  the 
.-Americans  never  took,  in  payment  of  their  -cargoes,*  more 
than  a  fma|l  part  of  the  produce-  of  our  iflands  $  one,  in 
-particular,  h^s  informed  the  Committee,  that  theiAfcfeeri* 
cans  trading  to  Jamaica,  before  the  war,  ufed  to  take  pre- 
puce of  that  ifland^  in  payment  for  provifidjis  and  lumber 
imported  there,  in  nearly  the  following:  proportions  : 

The  fouthem  provinces,   about  one  .half,  or  .rather 

more  ; — the  balance  in  dollars. 
The  middle  provinces,  about  one  fourth  5— balance, 
dollars  and  fieri ing  bills\of .  exchange, 
•   The  northern  or  New  England  government  not  ^bove 
#  one  tenth ; — balance"  in  dollars. 

'      And 
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And  fb  Unwilling  were  the  Americans  to  take  the  pro- 
duce of  the'  Britifh  iflands,  that,  when  they  fold  their 
lumber  and  provifions  in  exchange  for  produce,  and  not 
for  caih,  they  generally  demanded  afn  Higher  price.  With 
the  caflrtfeus  procured,  whatever  it  might  be,  they  went 
down  to  the  foreign  iflands,  and  purchafed  fugar,  molaffes, 
and  coffee,  much;  cheaper  than  our  iflands  could  afford 
them.    .     , 

It  is  therefore  argued;  that,  whin  the  trade  is  cpnfinett 
to  our  own  fliips,  it  is  more  probable  that  there  will  be  a 
greater  exchange  of  produce  for  produce. 

The  planters  and  merchants,  in  offering  their  evidence 
to  the  Committee,  adverted  to  two  other  material  and  im- 
portant'points,  in-order  to  induce  His  Majefty  to  cofnply 
with  their  requeft  :  viz. 

Ftrft.~!-The  policy  which  the  French  are  purfuing,  for   . 
the  purpofc  of  opening  an  intercourfe  between  their  iflands 
and  the  United  States.  t 

Secondly,— The  meafures  which  the  United  States,  and 
the  fcveral  provinces  of  which  they  are  compofed,  have 
taken  *n  confequense  of  His  MajeftyV  order  in  Council  of 
the  feebndof  July. 

•  In  refpect  to  the  firft  of  fhefe  points,  it  appears,  that  an 
arret  had  been  publifhed  at  Saint  Domingo,  which  puts 
the  .trade  between  the  United  States  and  that  ifland  upon 
the  feme  footing  as  before  the  war ;  but  by  a  proclamation 
publUhed  at  Martinique,  and  the  French  windward  iflands, 
for  opening  the  port*  of  the  French  iflands  to  the  United 
States,  permifTion  is  -given  'to  the  veffels  of  the  United 
Stale*,  to  load  with  the  .produce  of  the  French  iflands, 
without  any  limitation  *  :  but  the  permiflion  which  is  given 
to  bring-  the  produce  of  the  United  States  to  the  French 
iflands,  is  confined  to  fuch  articles  only  «s  France  cannot 
fupply  her  coldnies  with  ;  and  this  has  been  fince  explain- 
ed to  admit  the  importation  of  lumber  of  all  forts,  (laves 
and  heading,  ihingles,  rice,  hoofes,  cittle,  live  (lock,  and 
•U  fifh.but  cod.  (whichare  to  be*  fupplied  from  their  own. 
fiftieries)  to.  the  exctufion  of  the  three  great  articles  of 
American  produce,  viz.  European  and  Indian  grain,  failed 
beef  and  pork,  and  pickled  cod  \  but  it  is  faid,  that  per~ 
fluffion  a&  tp;be  given,-  occauonatyy,  to  import  falted  pro* 

-   t  TW*  it  a  ifciftake  in  the  Council,  as  fugars  are  not  permitted 
t»  be  exported  from  the  French,  iflan^  to.^orth  America.  :    . ...  „ 
.     t4  '  vifions 
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v&fietit*;  aad  other  artidea,  *rbeh  the  iflantfc  arc  in  xebnt  of 
them.  And  the  Committor  were  infomed*.  that  what  it 
tires  permitted  to  be  imported^  ia  tittle  none  tfaots  what 
th*  French  allowed  |o  the  Americana  before  the  .vnk^  hyp 
Jpeeferi  permiflon:  to  patftieittar  {fetps».  whea  the  necdfcty  of 
(heir  iflande  requtf  edritw 

With!  refpe&  to  the  feeomk  point,,  viz- «c  Tfyeinoofdres 
"  which  the  United  States,  and  the  provinces  of  vb&rb 

*  t&eyarcf  cdmpofcd,  bare  taAenin/  ajnfequende  of  Bis 
«  Majhfty's  order  in  Council  of  the  fecond  Jviy'Wke 
Committee  find,  that  the  fiate  of  Maryland  b»  aw  tin* 
•eeotot,  impofed  a  dttfty  of  five  fluUingJl  per  ton  on  Britifh 
{hipping,  at  their  efiftraftc^  or  clearance  in*  the  porta,  of  ttat 
fete  (which  is  faid  to  be  two  flnHingrf  more  than  thtff  hate 
laid  on  all  other  (hipping)  and  two  per  cent,  md  val&titfy 

.  ovfcr  aad  above  whdt  is  how  paid,,  or  may  hereafter  be  paid, 
by  the  citizens  of  the  faid  ftate*  upon  all  roeichattdifir  and 
manufa&ures,  the  growth  and  produce  of  Great  Btfkau^ 
tor  any  colorty  oar  other  place  under  the  dominion*  of  Great 
Britain*  imiported  in  any  Btfitjfl*  fltip  oc  other vefifaiotraed 
oe  belonging,  m  part  or  wholly,.  tor<axy  Brixfth  febjeft  or 
fubje&s. 

And  the  aftmbly  of  Georgia,  riow  fitting,  ha^  prohi- 
bited all  iateroouiife  with  the  HncUh  Weft*indi»  iflands, 
until  the  orders  of  His  Majcfty  in  Council  aver  revoked. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  dtber  ftistes  haw  yet 
pa^fed  any  tegiflative  a£U  to  the  like  purpofe;  but  in  the 
aflembly  of  Penftfyfaania,:  which,  was.  fitting  when  the  krfk 
acoootftfr  came  away,,  an  a&  had  been  readTa  feewnd  time, 
for  impofing  duties  on  every  ton  of  BfitsfltflMppoig*,  and 
on  Brkifh  manufacture*  and  commodities,  im  Kite  manner 
.  asthofe  impofed  by  theftate  of  Maryland,  wjfhfheaA* 
dction,  that  the  afiembiy  of  Pennfylvania  pvopofad  tor  aug- 
ment the  duty  o»  BritSih  maarafaoittrcs'  and  eommodteres, 
MMOtted  in  BritMh  flopping,  to  i\  per  cent*  md  v*lmm% 
tiid  there  is  intelligence  received  of  a  general  ferment  in 
all  tho  fouthern  and  middle  flptes,  alt  account'  o£  the  re* 
furi&ion  laid  by  His  Nfaj&fby's  order  in  CcrunfcHv   ' 

The  aflerobly  of  New  York  had  addreifed  the  Governor 
on  this  fabjed,  in  terms  of  refbnutaent  to  Great  Britain ; 
and  tfaje  aflembly  of  Virginia  haw  unaium&ufty  tfefoitfed, 
"  T*hat  the  United  Sates,  in  Congrefs  affembled,  ought  to 

*  be  intpowered  to  prohibit  B£lt»fll  veffite  from  being  the 
%(  carriers  of  the  growtfc  or  pt odtxec  of  theBHfiBkWfcft- 

€€  India 
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€€  India  iflancjs  to  the  faid^  dates,  fo  Ipijg  a?  the  ouler  in 
cc  Council  fhall  be  continued  \  or  to  concert  fuch^ other 
"  meafares  as  fhall  be  thought  effectual  to  counteract  the 
«*  defigns  of  Great  Britain  with  refpo$  to  the -American 
€€  Commerce/9 

.  The  province  of  South  Carolina  haa.  laid  duties  on 
Britiih  fWeft-Jndia  produce,,  fro^i  fifty  to  one  hundred 
pounds  "per  'cent,  higher  than  on  that  of  foreign  iflands: 
but  it  appears  that  this  duty  was  impqfed  before  they  had 
any  knowledge  of  His  Majefty's  order  in  Council  <tf  the 
fecond  July.,    »   -    t       #  .       . 

Whether  Ait  Congress,  6rthe  feveral  legislatures  #f  the 
American  ftates,  will  perfift  in  this  policy,  is  impoffible  to  « 

beirnown.  Bat  the  Committee  have  examined  many  re* 
fpe&able  perfons,  perfe&ly  informed  of  the  (late  of  Ame- 
rica, and  of  i  the  nature,  of  its  commerce ; — who  all  agree 
in  opinion,  That  by  prohibiting  or  obftru£tipg  the  inter- 
coiirfe  between  the  continent  of  America  and  the  Weft- 
India  iflands*  th$  people  of  the  United  States  will  jfuffer 
much  nybrf  than  any  of  His?  Majefty's  fubjc&s ; .  and  that, 
for  want:' of  a  fu'fficient  vent,  their  lumber  *nd  prorifionp 
muft  perifli  on  their  hands. 
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APPENDIX,     No.     a. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  total  Import  from  North  America  Into 
the  Biitifh  Weft-India  Iflands,  in  the  Years  1771, 1772,  and  1773; 
taken  from  «•  -_i  a  .  r       it     **    0.     ,       ~_ 

to  the 
March  177  c. 


v....      ..    „.»      «•.,....• ^w,    ...     „..„     4.w_.W     *//*)     *//■*> 

from  an  official  Account  figndj  by.  Mr.  Stanley,  Stcietarj 
Commiffioners  pf  the  Cuiloms  fa  Xondon/ dated 


15ft 


From  the 

FromCana- 

From  No*. 

Uaitc4  States. 

da  an4  No. 
ra  Scotft* 

foMndlaad. 

LUMBER, 

Boards  and  timber 

Feet       — 

76,767,695 

2^2,040 

2,000 

Shingles    ~"  "— 

No.       — 

59,5.86,1^4 

185,000 

Staves      — «■        -w- 

"— 

No.       — 

57,998,661 

27,35° 

f 

Hoops  —        — -    * 

— 

Her.        — 

4,712,005 

16,250 

9,ooq 

Corn        —        ?— 

— 

Bujfhels  --- 

11^04,389 

34 

Peafe  and  beans     — 

— 

Ditto      — p 

64,006 

1,017 
*     * 

Bread  and  flour    -»- 

— « 

Barrels  — *- 

39^3*9 

991 

Ditto        —        — 

— 

Kegs      — 

13,09;) 

Rice         -n-     '    — *  - 

Barrels  — ■» 

39*9*2 

Ditto         -^         -r- 

Tierces    - 

ai,777 

Fifh         —         — 

"  — 

Hogiheads 

5M44 

449 

2,307 

Ditto         —        " —  . 

— 

Barfels 

47,686 

646 

202 

Ditto        —        — 

Quintals  - 

♦    2^,500 

1    2»?58 

1  *>i64 

Ditto        t—        — . 

— "v 

Kegs     .-T 

3>3°4 

'       609 

Beef  and  pork 

— 

Barrels  *-* 

44i782 

170 

24 

Poultry         — 

~ 

Dozens    - 

2,739 

,10 

Horfes          — 

Nq.'       « 

7,130 

28 

Oxen        •— 1        — *»  - 

— 

No.        *-, 

3»647 

Sheep  and  hogs 

— 

No.    .    — . 

.    *3>8l5 

Oil        —        — 

w— 

Barrsk  — 

3»l89 

*3? 

118 

Tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine 

Ditto     — , 

i7>°24 

Mafts        —        — 

: 

No.        — 

*57 

Spars.       — •        — 

No.        — 

3»o74 

3° 

Shook  cafKs         — 

No.        „ 

53.857 

•40 

m 

Soap  and  candles 



Boxes     «•— 

26,475 

Ox  bows  and  yokes 

No    •*  

x,?40 

n 

Houfe  frames    — 

No.        —            620 

r       ■ 

Iron        —        — 



Tons     —J 

3991 

A.X7«4«  DEBATES,  wj 

July  21. 

The  Houfe  having  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  to  ftate  the  arrear  which  Mr.Chta- 
the  civil  lift  had  incurred.  It  was,  he  faid,  confiderably  in  <*lio*Pitt. 
arrear,  and  it  would  be  feen,  that  he  had  been  correft  in 
dating,  that  there  had  been  an  excefs  in  every  one  of  the 
three  quarters  x  that  the  late  Adminiftration  had  been  in 
office*  The  excels  had  occurred  under  the  head  of  "Occa- 
"  Gonal  paymets."— The  whole  of  the  civil  lift,  he  thought, 
(hould  come  under  the  infpeQion  of  the  Committee,  that 
fome  fteps  might  be  taken  to  make  it  fully  and  fecurely 
fquare,  in  future,  with  the  fervices.  He  was  not  without 
hopes,  that  by  rigid  ceconomy,  it  might,  without  any  in- 
creafe,  be  made  to  anfwer  the  fervices.  He  moved  for  a  firm, 
not  exceeding  6o,oool.  for  the  difcharge  of  the  debts  due 
on  the  civil  lift. 

Mr.  Montagu  explained  all  the  particulars    of  the  ac-  Mr.  Ifon* 
account  of  expenditure,  during  the  three  quarters  when  he  ustt' 
was  at  the  Board  of  Treafury. 

Mr.  JCrene  explained,  why  fo  much  more  had  been  ex*  Mr.Kccoe. 
pended  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  office,  in  one  of  the 
quarters  than  in.  the  others. 

Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  a  copious  difcuilion  of  the  ac-  Mr.  Sberf 
count.  He  faid,  the  imputation  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  thrown  dan* 
on  the  late  Adminiftration,  he  would  undertake,  moil  un- 
equivocally to  refute..  The  firft  quarter,  in  which  his 
right  honourable  friend  was  in  office,  the  civil  lift  incur- 
red no  at  rear :  He  affigned  reafons,  why  there  had  been  an 
excefs  in  the  other  quarters  \  and,  after  a  variety  of  arith- 
metical ftatements  and  references,  he  contended,  that  he 
had  clearly  {hewn,  that  his  right  honourable  friend  had  not 
been  to  blame,  for  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  know  of 
demands  that  were  to  come  upon  the  civil  lift,  after  the  quar- 
ter's accounts  were  refpe&ively  made  up,  becaufe  many  of  * 
thofe  demands  came  from  abroad,  and  fome  of  them  from 
fo  diftant  a  quarter  as  the  £aft  Indies.  Having  amply  di- 
lated on  thofe  points,  he  took  notice  of  the  nature  of  the 
frefewt  application,  and  read  the  following  extraft  from 
Ks  Majefty's  fpeech  to  his.  Parliament,  during  Lord  Shel- 
burne's  Adminiftration : 

"  I  have  carried  into  ftrift  execution  the  feveral  reduc- 
,f  tions  in  my  civil  lift  expences,  dire&ed  by  an  aft  of  the 
"  laft  feffion.     I  have t  introduced  a  farther  reform  into  : 

-'..,"  other 


€€  other  departments,  and  fuppreffed  feveral  finecure  places 
«*  in  them.  I  have  by  this  means  fo  regulated  my  efta- 
f*  bWhraent,  that  my  cxpences  ihall  not  in  future  exceed 
**  my  income.'* 

He  obferved  upon  this*  that  it  was  a  promife  made  to 
Parliament,  while  an  Adminiftratioa  wer*  in  office,  of 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  made  a  partj  and 
that,  therefore,  the  Houfe  had  fome  fort  of  a  rigbt  to  ex* 
peel,  that  while  he  was  in  office,  at  leaft,  the  promife 
VFOttld  be  kept.  The  fa&,  however,  lie  faid,  *ras,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  confine  the  civil  lift  within  the  fum  allow- 
ed for  it.  '  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  had,  therefore, 
a&ed  prudently  and  candidly,  in  declaring,  that  he  would 
not  pledge  bimfclf,-that  no  future  debt  fhould  arife.  After 
the  fum  now  afked  was  voted,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man muffc  come  down  again  next  feffion  and  do  one  of 
thefe  two  things  :  he.  mull  either  call  upoh  Parliament  to- 
grant  a  larger  annuity,  or'  propofe  a  reduction  of  the  efta- 
blifhments.  Whether  the  eftablifhments  could  be  reduced 
was  a  queftion,  about  which  there  might  be  fome  doubts, 
but  he  ihould  have  thought  it  would  have  been  more  advife- 
able  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have  ftated  the 
whole  cafe  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  have  afked,  at  once,  for  a 
fum  fufficient  to  anfwer  every  probable  demand,  not  only  of 
the  prefent  debt,  but  every  debt  that  might  in  future  be' in* 
curred,  if  a  larger  fum  was  not  voted  for  the  civil  lift,  ©r  if 
the  eftablifhments  were  not  reduced.  Mr.  Sheridan  gave 
Mr.  Pitt  credit  for  a  due  attention  to  oeconomy,  and  laid, 
it  was  very  true  fome  of  the  incidents  that  made  up  die  ar- 
ticle of  occafional  payments  in  the  quarter  ending  April  5, 
1784,  would  not  again  happen,  and,  as  to  the  expenAe  at- 
tending a  change  of  Adminiftratioa,  that  he  was  perfu^ded 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  iincere  in  wifliing.it 
might  not  very  foon  be  incurred.  He  contended  farther, 
that  the  prefent  application  was  a  virtual  repeal  of  Mr. 
Burke's  bill,  and,  therefore,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  a 
fimilar  circumftance,  he  recommended  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  alk,  at  once,  for  a  fum  equal  to  the  occefion* 
of  the  Civil  lift,  fo  that  there  might  not  be  any  farther  ne- 
neceffity  of  applying  to  Parliament  for  relief. 
Mr.  Chan*  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  again,  and  combated  the  argu- 
cellgrpitt.  ments  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
he  faid,  had  ftated,  that  he  had  brought  a  charge  againft  bis 
right  honourable  friend*  whereas,  in  truth,  he  had  brought 
4  no 
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no  charge  whatever:  but  the  charge,  if  any  there  w*re^  arofi* 
out  of  the  fads  ftated  in*  the  accounts  upon  thp  table,  by 
which  it  was  clearly  evinced,  that  when  a  right  honourably 
gentleman  a  few  days  fince  aflertecj,  that  he>  knew  from  the 
beft  authority,  that  during  the  exiftence  of  the  laft  Adraiui- 
firation,  the  civil  lift  had  not  gone  into  arrear,  he  aflerted 
what  "was  not  the  fad,  becaufe  it  appeared  upon  the  face  oil 
the  account  on  the  table,  that  the  civil  lift  had  run  in  debt  ini 
every  one  of  the  three  quarters,  that  the  right  hbr^oprabl^ 
gentleman  had  been  in  office,   . 

Mr.  Pitt  went  pretty  much  at  length  into  the  ftatement*  t 

made  by  Mr.  Sheridan,;  ancl  this  brought  on  a  long  uninte-* 
refting  co'nteft  on  the  point,  whether  any  excef^  was  incurred 
or  not  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Duke  of  Portland.  '  Mr-' 
Pitt  and  Mj.  Sheridan  fpoke  feveral  times;  Sir  Edward 
Aftley,  Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Hufleyi* 
and  Mr.  Wilberforce,  alfo  (poke  on  ^e  fabjeft ;  at  length 
without  any  determination  of  tlie  controverfy,  the  furh  was 
granted  without  any  diviCon. 

The  Houfe  having  relolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee;  0$ 
ways  and  means, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe?  and  faid,  he  had  to  claim  Mr.  Cfitn^ 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  once  more  upon  a  fub-»  c<UorPilt4 
ieft  refpefting  which  they  had  granted  him  their  in- 
dulgence already;  but  that,  h£  hoped,  would  be  the  laft 
occafionof  riis  defiring  their  attention  for'ftiat  feflionj  while; 
he  performed  the  moft  painfurpart'of  his  duty  as  Charjce^ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer.  lie  had  to  propofe  to  them  "tjjat  c[aV 
fuch  fupplemental  taxes,  as  woifcld  appear  likely  to  produce 
that  deficiency  in  the  rrioiiey  necelfary  to  pay  the  intefeJx 
of  the  furnsj  that  had  be'eri'raiftd  foVthe  fefviceof  tlie  cin> 
rent  y^ar4'whicn  giving  up  £he  intended  tax  on  coals,  and 
the  <fyty  r>ri  hop*  planter's  Hcenfes  would  occafiori/  T^he 
firl):  fubftittite  he  had  to  fubmit  to  their  cdnfideratiop^ 
wa$  onei  "\yhich,  he  Mattered  himfqlf  would  prove*  prp8iic^ 
tive  without . toeing  ;muc'h  cqtpplained  oji~'li  "was  ari'addi^ 
tioi^  tb::a  revenue  of  experienced  efficiency,  'and ,  wtii^ju 
therefor^  might  "Bjp  looked  'to  with  confidence  :  he-me^nt 
the  revenue  ot  the  Poft  Office."  It  was.  he  laid,  his  iftffftf 
tion  to  make  a  final!  altefatidri  in  thfc  £r7<;es  *p£  poftagej 
wWch'^  rTtdugh  its'  efFeA^v^biii|lb^  but  tiiflih^  ljpfln  j$|i- 
viduals^its  produce  hena4  evegrV  Veafou  to  ^pe<3y  s&ul<| 
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charge  an  additional  penny  on  the  poftage  of  all  letters  car- 
ried a  fingl'c  ftage  froni  London,  two  pence  additional  for 
double  letters,  anil  three  pence  additional  for  .trette  letters. 
This  increafe  of  the  price  of  poftage,  he  fhould  extend  pro- 
portionally to  all  diftances,  from  ten  ipiles  as  far  as  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  and  upwards  from  London — He  ftated  the  dif- 
ferent rates  to  be  charged  according  to  the  diflance,  and  the 
feparate  amounts  of  the  produce  which  he  expected  from 
each  particular  defcription  of  letters,  and  of  the  diflance 
they  were  conveyed  to.    The  produce  Qf  this  alteration  in 
England,  by  direft  roads,,  he  calculated  at  74,000!.  ;  the 
Amount  of  the  produce  of  th.fe  alteration,  by  the  crofs  roads, 
'    at  20,Oool. ;  to  (his  he  added  4600I,  for  Scotland;  and  with 
fome  other  incidental  fources  of  produce,, he  took  the  whole 
amount  of  this  alteration  in  poftage  at  ioo,oool. 
'  The  next  matter  he  had  to  ftate  to  the  Committee,  he 
hoped,  would  afford  fatisfaftioji  to  the  people  without  doors, 
and  to  the  members  of  that  Houfe  -r—  It  was  a  regulation  re- 
.  fpe&ing  the-franking  of  letters* — The  cuftom  of  franking, 
he  obferved,  had  originally  been  introduced  La  order  to  keep 
.   up.  a  communication  between  the  conftituents  and  their  re- 
",  .      .  "  prefentatives.  It  was  therefore  undoubtedly  defigned  to  have 
been  perfonal,  and. to  have  had  the  furtherance  of  political, 
parliamentary,  and  national  bufinefs  folely  for  its  objefit — 
That  it  had  be#i.groflly  abufed  and  perverted  for  a  long 
time  pail  was  a  matter  of  too  much  notoriety  to  require  elu- 
cidation :  the  fa^l:  was,  as  every  body  well  knew,  that  the 
Irevenue  fufFered  confiderably  in  confequence  of  the  extrava- 
gant lengths  to  which  the  abufes  of  the  Poft  Office  in  regard 
to  franking,  had  been  carried.    What  he  meant,  however, 
was  riot  to  abolifh  franking  entirely,  as  had  been  atone 
time  in  the  contemplation  of  a  former  government,  but  by 
'  &  regulation,'  to  reftore  it  fomewhat  nearer  to  its,  original  pur* 

Sort,  and  by  that  means  to  affift  the  £oft-office  revenue. — He 
efignedthatall  franks  in  future  fliould  be  dated  both  as  to  time 
and  place :  this  regulation  the  Cpraraittee  would  fee  muftne- 
fceflarily  reftrlft  the  advantage  derived  from  franking,  and  in 
.  a  great  meafure  confine  it  to  members  of  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament.  When  it  had. been  under  the  confideration  of 
-  a  late  Miniftry  to  abolifh  franking,  the  produce  that  would 
accrtte  in  confequence  to  the /Poft  Office,  had  been  ffeted  at 
49,0001'.;  he  thought  the  plan  he  .had  prppofed,  would  at 
Jeaft  be  equal  to  the  pibdu&ion  of  half  wbat'the  total  abolition 
!      '  *■  'of 
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of  franking  would  produce,  and  therefore  he  lhould  take  it> 
at  20,oool. 

The  third  fubftitute  he  had  to  fubmit  to  the  judgement  of 
the  Committee,  was  an  addition  to  a  tax  lately  propofed*  apd 
which  every  body  feemed  to  think  might  bear  more  than  «h& 
had  laid  upon  it,  be  meant  the  regiftering  the  qualification- 
pf  perfons  to  kill  game  —  He  had  before  propofed  to  lay*  a 
duty  of  one  guinea  per  annum  pn  the  licenfe  apd  regiftet; 
of  the  qualification ;  he  meant  now .  to  lay  another  guinea 
upon  it,  and  at  the  fame  time,  as  from  the  heft  information 
he  could  colled,  he  found  it  to  be  the  genera]  opinion,  that 
the  duty  upon  taking  out  deputations  to  kill  game  would 
produce  more*  if  the  amount  of  it  were  lefe,  he  meant  to, 
reduce  it,  and  while  he  doubled  the  duty  on  qualification 
licenies,  to.  halve  that  on  taking  out  deputations;  the  firft, 
therefore,  would  (land  at  two  guineas  a,  year,  the  latter  at; 
ten  {hillings  and  fix  pence,  and  the  additional  produce  of 
both  thefe  alterations  he  took  at  10,000. 

The  next  fubftitute  that  he  had  to  propofe,  was  a  tax  on 
an  articl?  that  had  before  been  taxed,  but  the  tax  had  been 
abandoned,  as  fo  little  produ&ive,  that  it  was  not  thought 
worth  while  to  continue  it;  he  alluded  to  gold  and  filver; 
plate  —  The  former  tax  on  an  article  fo  univerfally  deemecj 
a  luxury  of  that  kind  moft  fit  for  taxation,  had  been  col- 
lected in  different  ways.    The  laft  by  a  private  perfonfs  be* 
ing  obliged  to  enter  his  plate,  and   pay  an  excife  upon  all 
above  a  ftated  number  of  ounces.     The  former  tax,  which 
had  been  impofed  many  years  ago,  had  been  collected  upoij 
the  flock  in  trade  of  a  goldfmith ;  but  this  had  been  found 
to  be  fo  liable,  to  abufe,  fraud,  and  evafion,  that  it  had 
been  abandoned  for  that  reafon,  and  on  account  of  its  very 
trifling  produce.    The  mode,  in  which  be  propofed  to  col- 
left  the  tax  on  gold  and  filver  plate  that  he  mould  fubmit  to 
the  Committee,  would  be  different  from  ejther  of  the  two 
ways  he  had  mentioned,  and  he  flattered  himfelf  it  would 
render  the  tax  produ&ive.    As  all  plate  of  gold  and  filver 
muft  be  aflTayed,  he  meant  to  colled  his  tax  in  that  ftatc  of 
the  plate,  and  to  oblige  all  perfons  fending  plate  to  be  af- 
fayed,  to  have  it  at  the  fame  time  damped  with  a  particular 
ftamp :  thus  the  tax  would  not  be  an  annual  tax  on  plate, 
but  a  tax  on  the  prime  coft  of  the  article,  which  no  individual 
he  /conceived  would  grumble  at  paying  onqe  in  their  lives. 
He  flated  that  the  average  number  of  ounces  of  gold  and  filver 
plate  that  had  been  aflayed  for  fome  years  pad  was  100,000 
Ee  %  of 


of  fifoer^and  8dbO  of  gold,  and  charging  fix  pence  an  ounce 
on  filver  plate  he  composed  it  would  produce  22,00b!.  be- 
sides allowing  8000I.  for  drawbacks  on  plate  exported  :  gold 
plate-,  he  (kid  he  (hould  charge  eight  (hillings  an  otrnce  for 
the  ftamp ;  he  reckoned  the  produce  therefore  at  3PO0L 
THe  two  together,  he  faid,  would  bring  25/taoU 

•  The  amount  of  the  taxes  he  hid  propofed,  would,  ac- 
cording to  his  calculation  Be  155,000!.  \yherfcfe  thfc  fom 
wanted  to  make  good  flie  flefficfency  occalflbrJed  by  giving  up 
the  coal  tax,  'and  with  it  the  duty  on  hop-.platitet'a  Ucenfet, 
would  be  i8p,oool.  but  as  'there  would  be  a  defalcation  in 
the  produce  of  feveral  of  his  'taies  formerly  TMtetftioiied,  in 
^Onfequcnce  of  the  modifications  Tie  "had  been  obliged  to  make 
in  them  to  accommodate  them.,  to  the  perf6ns  chiefly  to  be 
affefied  by  them,  he  mlift  troulMe  trie  Committee  with  one 
or  two  more,  in  order  to  make  up* the  fum  of  :20O,ooo!.  The 
firfjt  of  them  was  a  tax  on  Hcenfes  to  fell  ale;  *ftb)e&  'Which 
if  gentlemen  would  look  found  their  neighriqirtrtiood,  they 
ivould  fee  it  was  perftftly  /air  to  fix  upon.  ;He  meant, 
therefore,  to  lay' an  additional  tax  df  ten  Millings  and  fix 
pende  on  each  licence ;  ^nd  when  the  number  taken  out  was 
eonfidered,  he  thought  he  did  not  expe&'too  much  from  it 
When  he  took  it  at  36,060. 

The  laft  tax  he  mould  propofe,  was  a  tax  on  the  ertpor- 
/  tation  of  a'raw  material;  he  alluded  tp  lead,  which  he  faid, 
te,  ihould  tax  at  the.  fate  of  twenty  (hilling?  the  hundred 
toerght  exported,  and  as  it  appeared  from  the  entries  that  fif- 
teen thousand  weight  of  lead  were  exported  every  year;  he 
fhoufd  take* the  lead  at  15,000!. 

Thus,  his  takes  would  (land  coHeftively  :  £m 

Pottage  of  letters        -----       tOO,000 
"    Regulation  of  franking      -       -      -       ^  20,000 

Regifters  of  qualifications        -  -10,000 

Gold  plate     -      -     3600  7 

Silver  ditto  -  22,000$  "  m  • "  ■  "  2^°°° 
Ale  litenfes  -  -  -  •  -  -  -  30,06® 
Lead-    -         ---•.•.-••-«■   .15,000 

•  Mr. -Pitt  declared  he  *t>uld  referve  BRmfelf  tUl^genrldtocn 
'fhould  have  fpoken,  arid  if  *ny  tjueftibn^  (hdtffd  ;bc'4fcd 
•Hftj  he  -Would  endeavour  to  give  ^hrhfbrmatfon'trt  the 
"nature  rbf  the  cafe  mlgflt  reduitej  Hc.thlcnffilre,  tor  life 
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prefent  concluded,  jfcilh  moving  the  Refclutkm'febtivtf  to 
filver  plate. 

As  foon  as  the  question  had  been  Elated, 
'   Mr.  Httjpy  rofe,  and  defired  to  know  if  there  Was  any  Mr.HoJTef. 
intention  to  tax  goods  pfated  with  fiWer  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  ilo. 
•  Mr,  Huffeyihen  declared  he  Was  fdrry  for  it,  becaufe  hfc  Mr.H«fley. 
cohfidered  all  plated  goods  as  a  w?(ft6  ofbuliion  —  He  'went 
Into  an  argument  upon  this,  and  ;lkid,  he  had  muchrather 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  left  gold  and  filver  plate 
alone,  and  laid  his  tixrori  plated  goods.  He  confidercdffilver 
'and  gold  plate  as  a  manufacture  extremely  advantageous  to 
the  country;  and  contended,  that  the  more  bullion  weYte 
kept  in  the  kingdom  in  any  fhape,  the  better. 

Lord  Mahon  anfWered  Mr.  Hufffey,  and  flatly  contradict- UMafeon. 
ted  his  pofitions — His  Lordfhlp'ftid,  it  Was  no  advantage 
to  the  kingdom  that  there  was  a  quantity  of  gold  and  filver 
plate,  in  it :  it  was  of  no  more  ufe  than  if  it.  was  buried  in 
the  ground :  gold  and  filver  plate  he  cdnfidered'as  about  equal 
in  real  value  to  a  parcel  of  Hones  and  pebbles,  locked  up  in* 
j*  drawer,  and  nothing  better. 
Wr,  Hufley  replied,  and  perfifted  in  his  argument. 
Mr.  PPTtberforce'vLnfaerQd*  and  faid,  the  honourable  g«!n- Mr.  wil- 
tleman  .was  egrcgioufly  miftaken  —  Of  the  two,  nationally  tofrrce. 
"confidereo^  the  mahufafture  of  plated  goods  had  infinitely 
the  advantage,  becaufe  that  was  the  produce  of  labour,  and 
.the  labour  and  induftry  of  the  lower  ranks  of  the  fhbjcdb 
of  a  .great  empire'  was  its  beft  and  trueft  wealth. 
r  Sir  Edward  Aftiey  faid  a  Tew  words,  but  we  did  not  difc 
tlnfily  hear  them. 

.  Mr.  Huffy  faid,  if  there  were  not  plated  goods,  other  Mr,  Hufley. 
goods,  would  be  manufactured,  and  therefore  the  labour 
and  iocluftry  of  the  people  would  be  the  fame.  Plated  goods 
injure^  the  other  manufactures,  for  they  had  come  fo  much 
into  fefhion,  that  men  had  plated  harnefs  furniture, .  plated 
buttons,  and  plated  buckles;  and  there  was  fcarcely  a  com- 
mon alehoufciq  the  kingdom*  without  its  plated  candlefticks; 
all'this  he  contended  was  a  wafte  of  bullion,  and  therefore  a 
difadvsmtage. 

Mr.  Wilbtrfbrte  &id,  fo  far  from  plated  goods  injuring  thp  MnWiibcr. 
other-maDuftftwea,  they  had  of  late  increafed  confiderably, force* 
particularly  the  exports  of  the  fteel  manufactures,  and  that 
the  idea  of  keeping  bullion  ia  the  fhape  of  filver  rplatc,  was 
'?a  error  ia  judgement. :  v 

'When 
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Wheb  the  rcfolution  for  the  tax  on  qualification  regifters 
and  licenfes  was  moved. 
c«pt.  Ber.      Captain  Berkeley  fu&,  he  heartily  wifhed  the  right  honour- 
kcky.        ajjjg  geotleiqati  had  carried  that  tax  farther.    He  thought  two 
guineas  too  little.     Why-  net  make  the  duty  five  pounds 1 
Gentlemen  would  willingly  pay  it. :  Mr.  Berkeley  ftated, 
that  his  neighbours  ip  the  county  he  reprefented  had  met* 
and  calculated  whatlhe  tax,  foUicxeafsd,  would  produce,  and 
they  found*  that  in  Gloucefierihire  only,  it  would  raife  up- 
wards of  three  thoufand  poinds. 
Mr.Sberi-       M*V  Sheridan  upon  this,  laid,  the  taxes  the  right  honour- 
**>.  able  gentleman  had  that  day  propofed,  appeared  to  htm  to  be, 

in  general,  unexceptionable,  but  if  he  were  to  obje&  to  any, 
it  would  be  to  thofe  relative  to  game,  becaufe  he  could  only 
consider  them  as  propofed  with  a  view  to  give  vigour  to  the 
game  laws,  which  were  a  fy  fleim  of  oppreflion  and  tyranny  ; 
if  they  were  not  propofed  with  that  view,  they  would  not 
produce  a  Hulling. 
Mr.  cbtn-       Mr;  Chancellor  Pitt  declared,  he  was  as  little  a  friend  to  the 
cdlor  Put.  arbitrary  fpirit  of  the  game  laws  as  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  be  did  allure  him,  he  had  no  idea  of  giving  them  vigour, 
when  he.  fuggefted  the  tax  on  qualifications  to  kill  game.    He 
was  known  to  be  an  enemy  to  illicit  dealers  of  another  de- 
fcription,  but  he  had  no  idea  of  barraffing  fmugglers  with  op- 
preffive  revenue  regulations,    nor  ©f  periecuting  poachers 
with  arbitrary  and.unjuft  game  laws. 
Mr.  Sheri.      Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  then  let  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
***•  move  for  a  repeal  of  thofe  laws ;  that  done,  his  taxes' on  qua- 

lifications Will  be  wife,  falutary,  and  efficient.     What  Mr*. 
Sheridan  a&ed,  did'the  Committee  imagine  was  the  reafon  of 
gentlemen's  being  So  defirous  of  this  tax,  and  fo  willing  to  pay 
five  p6unds  inftead  of  two  towards  it,  but  with  a  view  to 
ftrengthen  and  fecure  themfelves  in  the  pofleffion  of  that  mo* 
tiopoly,  which  the  abominable  and  defpotifc  fyftem  of  the 
game  laws  was  calculated  to  create?  As  fodn  as 'the  bufinefs 
was  over,  he  faid,  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  game  laws,  and  he  trufted,  he  Jhould  have  die 
.    fupport  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemari  in  carrying  it 
'through  the  Hodfe. 
Mr. Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor, Pitt  faid,. he  certainly  had  no  idea  of  er> 
VcttorPitr.  tering  into  a  revifion  of  the  game  laws,  when  he  thought 
firft.of  proofing  a  tax  on  qualifications  to  fhoot  and  kill 
game.  *  He  did  not  thihk  that  a  meafure  fit  to  be  haftily 
taken  Ajpiat-the^  tail  of  a  feffion,  or  that  it  was  fair  to  attempt 
it,  without  due  notice  to  thofe  country  gentlemen,  for  whole 
*•  •••  *•  b*flffit 
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benefit  and  convenience  the  game  laws  were  originally  pfo-,m 
vided.  -  ' 

-  S\r-E<hv(trd  /Sftky  reminded  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  it  was  not  sir  Edward 
poachers  who  were  to  pay  for  a  qualification  liecnfe,  but gen-  AiUey, 
tlemen  who  were  legally  qualified  to  kill  game* 

Captain  Berkefy  affured  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  he  was  no  friend  capt,  Ber- 
tp  the  game  laws  ;  he  wiihed  with  all  his  heart  they  were  keky« 
repealed.     He  was  perfuaded  they  would  then  have  more 
game. 

Mr.  Sheridan  find,  he  would  not  immediately  move  for  Mr.  Sheri- 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  as  he  had  mentioned,  but  he  would  <*»&• 
certainly  bring  the  matter  into  confideration  in  a  few  days-; 
hecaufe  he  was  not  only  convinced,  that  ourgame  laws  were 
a  difgrace  to  us  as  a  free  people,  but  that  the  game  laws  made 
the  poachers. 

•  The  Earl  of  Surrey  thought  fome  tax  ought  to  be  laid  in  ThcEarUf 
fome  way  or  other  on  game  drefied  for  table,  fo  as  to  make  Surrey, 
thofe  who  eat  game  pay  ibrnething  for  it.     As  the  law  flood, 
and  as  it  Was  propofed  to  ftand,  thofe  who  had  manors  paid  a 
tax  on  game,  whereas,  theopulent  merchant,  and  wealthy ' 
trader,  here  in  town,  whd  had  no  manor,  feafted  upon  game, 
and  were  the  patrons  of  poachers. 
The  refutation  pafled.*     *'.••'  - 

Some  converfation  alfo  took  place  refpe&ing  the  propofed 
additional  poftage  of  letters,  and  the  reftrittive  regulation  in 
refpeifc  to  franking.      •  . 

Mr.  Sheridan  mentioned  the  groft  evafions  of  the  Poft-  Mr.  Sh<rV 
office  adts  of  Parliament  by  the  great  number  of  letters  fent  4»n- 
to  town  by  diligences,  ftage-coaches,  and  other  carriages.  All 
the  great  trading  towns  in  particular,  he  faid,  carried  on  this 
pra&ice,  each  vehicle  having  a  regular  letter-box.  Thefe 
carriages,  he  faid,  would-  ftill  continue  a  favourite  fpecies  of 
conveyance,  on  account  of  their  great  expedition. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  admitted  the  faft,  but  faid,  a  plan  for  Mr.  Chan* 
expediting  the  conveyance  of  letters  had  been  fuggefted  by  ccUor  ^lti 
a  gentleman,  who  had  taken  great  pains  to  prepare  and  to  di- 
geft  it,  but  the  detail  Wafc  tod  intricate  for  him  then  to  enter 
upon  ;  he  would  only  fay,  it  had  been  before  three  fucceffive 
Adminiftrations,  in  two  of  which  he  had  borne  a  part  rtfiat 
it  was  now  about  to  be  adopted,  and  Jiad  waited  hitherto  on  ** 

account  of  various  official  regul^tidns,.  'whiph.the  honourable 
gentleman  well  knew,  were  not  matters  of  the  firft  difpatch. 
Of  thai  plan,'feveral  eminent  merchants,  in  different  large 
trading  towns,  had  expreflid  the  wanneft  approbation.     It    :       *    J 
Would  fliortly  be  feen  how  far  the  plan  in  queilion  would  an-. 

fwer 
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ftrer  the  ptfrpofe  propofed;  In  the  mean  tin#,  hoover,  k 
could  affure  the  Committee,  that  the  Poft-office  revenue,  in 
fptt?  of  all  Ae  different  frauds  that  were  notorioufly  pra&ifed 

•  uppn  it,  was  anjncreafing  revenue* 

Mr.  S.  ThovpfaQi  a^d  MSr.  F.  Baring,  each  faid  a  few  words 

about  the  pofiage,  hat  we  d^not  diftin&ly  bear  the  whole  of 

their  arguments,. 

Mr.  Baring.  -  Mc-  Baring  wpittipnsd,  that  pattern*  of  out  cloths,  and 

other  manufactures,  were  now  fent  up  to  town,  from  dif- 

•  •  taot  parts  of  th«J  kingdom  in  franks.  If  the,  regulation  took 
places,  the  coft  of  fuch  packets  coming  by  poft,  would  be  a 
heavy  burden  upon  trade. 

The  Earl  of     The  Earl  of  Surrey,  fajd,  he  fuppofed  filk  and  cloth  were 
Surrey,      the.  only,  majaafefttfie**  patterns  of  which  were  ufually  fent 
to  town  by  the  poll.     If  the  poftage  fell   too  heavy  upon 
them,  they  might  be  (*Uf  irt  future,  by  diligences  and  ftage- 
oeiches,  and*  if  th^ir  profit  was  greatly  increafed  by  the 
qiftoro  of  fendipg  f{9^U  packets  by  them  becoming  general, 
act ,  additional  ta&.muft  be  lajd  upon  theo*.     His,  Lprdfliip 
thoiigbt,  that  ths  newspapers,  which  wemnaw  fe^t  bypoft, 
gratis,  through,  thfi  ro§4iwm  of  a  member's  letw  to.the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Poft-office  might  be  obliged  to  pay  portage,  ana 
that  all  letters  fhould,  in  future,  be  reftri&ed  to  the  weight 
<tf  one  ourtfe  i^^ad'qf  two. 
Mr;  Chan.    .  Mr.  CbanceBpr;  #IH ^iftwd  mth  the  npble  Lord  in  regard 
celJor  Pitt,  to  newfpapers.    He  could  not,  he  faid,  con  fent  to  check  th$ 
•    '        freedrcutefioa«f  ^ofcufeful(v^i<jltft^injFormati^nthroug)i 
the  kingdom.    When.it  was  considered*  how  important  it 
Mtes,  .that  ear!  j  ami  authentic  information  of  what  paflcd 
upon  great  national  fubje&$  io  to^vp,  fhould  be  conveyed  ty 
thediftartf  par**  of  the  iflafld,  he  flajfcecpj  himfdf  nqgeotfe- 
man  would  for  umfly  think  of  clogging  fuch  a  cpnveyanpe, 
and  perhaps  putting  a.  total  ftqp  tq  ft.     Begdes,  let  the  nohfc 
.    ••*    •  Lord  rec«lje&t  that  if  pewfpapers  w$r$  i\ot  always  the  moft 
impartial  and  wrre&  ye|ii$les  of  fa£U,  they  were  confiderab* 
obje&s  q£  ftWIiHf «  ab4  9PP  reveRUemuft  not  }*e  deftrojfw 
for  the  a4  vantage  jofcarofchpr ;.  aj  any  rate,  he  could  «p*  ** 
of  ha^ajfding  t£e,fBtoin.«ticfti  of  fa?  ftamp  duty,  fcr  the  m 
of  fc  tpftt^itttmfq  g£  thp -Poftrpftce  profit*, 
sir  Edward  J#  $\s:Bdm4r4  4% ' Hiqui wk  whether  the  members  Pt  ttj 
Afticy.      j}w^  ymM  :p*ji\:any  thing  to  the  additipaal  chaigetf 

poftage.'  m*1    .        • 

Mr.  chin-     Mr.C3«n»ll«r^itt^y,w4ouhtedly;noti  letwtsfp^ 
ceiiorput.  viouUolwatif^  tatahty  would  o^flxUyfraiik^W 
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Sir  Edward  JJlky  then  faid,  he  could  not  approve  either  of  sir  Inward 
the  additional  charge  on  poftage,  or  of  the  reftriftions  with  Aftley. 
regard  to  franking,  fince  they,  by  one  mode,  laid  a  tax  on  the 
Public  that  did  notaffecSfc  themfelves,  and,  by  the  other,  they 
contrived  to  render  their  privilege  of  fending  letters  free,  fa- 
cred  to  themfelves,  and,  confecjuently,  more  invidious  and 
unjuft.  •  . 

Sir  Harbord  Harbord faid,  he  thought  with  his  honourable  sir  Harbor* 
colleague;  and,  therefore,  though  gentlemen  would  not  con- Harbord. 
fent  to  give  up  franking  entirely,  he  would  prefume,  that 
they  might  take  a  middle  path,  and  let  each  frank  pay  two 
pence. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  propofition  was  a  dire<St  fole-  Mr.  Chan- 
cifm.  To  tdlk  of  a  frank,  and  be  obliged  to  pay  for  it  at  one  *&<>*  ?**• . 
and  the  fame  time,  was  the  ftrangeft  arrangement  of  ideas  he 
ever  had  met  with.  Either  abolifli  franking,  or  let  it  be  ad- 
hered to  as  he  had  propofed.  Such  a  paltry  price  as  two 
pence  would  difgrace  Parliament,  without  benefiting  the  re- 
venue. » 

Mr.  ffilberfbrce  was  of  a  contrary  opinion  ;  it  would  raife  Mr.  WU- 
no  defpicable  fumf  he  faid,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  propofi-  berforc«» 
tion  worth  attending  to.    At  any  rate  he  faw  nothing  like 
difgrace  in  it, 

Mr.  Powys  faid,  perhaps  letters' to  members  of  Parliament  Mr.Powji. 
ought  to  go  free,  but  he  faw  no  reafon  why  they  fliould  con- 
vert a  public  purpofe  to  a  private  advantage,  and  appropriate 
that  to  their  convenience  and  gain  as  individuals,  which  was 
meant  for  their  ufe  as  reprefentatives  of  the  People.  It  had 
heen  faid,  that  franking  was  originally  intended  to  accommo- 
date a  communication  on  national  and  parliamentary  con- 
cerns between  the  reprefentative  and  the  conftituent.  Grant 
it;  and  let  it  continue  for  that  purpofe;  but  a  member  of  Par- 
liament could  not  need  to  correfpond  by  letter  with  his  con- 
stituents, nor  the  constituents  with  their  reprefentative,  when 
Parliament  was  not  fitting.    Let  franks  go  then  from  the  ' 

commencement  of  each  Seflion  to  its  prorogation ;   but  be- 
tween the  prorogation  and  the  commencement  of  the  next 
feffion,  let  members  be  confidered  as  private  individuals,  and 
let  them  pay  the  poftage  of  their  letters  as  other  private  in-    * 
diriduals  did. 

Sir  Jams  johnjlone  faid,  when  he  was  choferi  a  member  of  Si*  Jamet 
Parliament  he  was  invefted  with  a  few  privileges,  and  franking  Joi*»fow 
among  the  reft  :    a  privilege  which  he  was  determined  never 
torefign.  The  privileges.of  the  members  of  that  HouTe  were 
Sufficiently  reduced  already. 

Vol.  XVI.  Ff  Mr. 
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Mr/chtn-  .   Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  could  not  approve  of  the  two 
cMlor  rttt.  penny  tax,  notwithftanding  what  his  honourable  friend  had 
faid,  but  he  would  profit  by  the  advice  of  a  noble  Lord,  and 
though  he  did  not  approve  of  charging  the  poftage  of  a  newt 
paper  the  fame  as  a  letter,  he  fato  no  objedtion  to  their  paying 
a  trifling  poftage.     He  added,  that  he  wifhed  a  feparate  mode 
of  conveyance  of  newfpapers  could  be  contrived,  becaufe 
they  often  damaged  the  letters,  from  their  being  folded  up  wet 
from  the  prefs.  •  Mr,  Pitt  alfo  faid  fomething  about  theim- 
pofition  pra&ifed  on  the  Poft-office,  by  the  concealing  letters 
in  the  newfpapers,  or  by  writing  fhort  fcraps  on  their  edges, 
which  fupply  the  neceffity  of  a  correfpondence  that  would  be 
-  beneficial  to  the  revenue. 
Mr.  Shtfi-       Mr.  Sheridan  advifed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  by 
**n»  ilo  means  to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  circu- 

lation of  newfpapers.  Let  him  think  a  moment  what  an  ef- 
fential  inftrument  of  revenue  a  newfpaper  was  ?  It  was  not 
merely  the  ftamp,  but  every  advertiferaent  it  contained  was  a 
fource  of  benefit  to  the  revenue,  nay,  many  paragraphs  paid 
duty.  .  Perhaps  there  was  not  an  inftance  of  any  one  objeft 
that  paid  fomuch  of  its  entire  receipt  into  the  public  coflers' 
Mr.  Sheridan  raifed  a  fmile  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer's cheek,  when  he  talked  of  paragraphs  paying  duty,  and 
Mr.  Pitt  afked  acrofs  the  tabfe>.  if  Mac  Offian's  manufacture 
paid  duty. 

The  feveral  refolutions  having  all  been  moved  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  laid,  he  had  one- more  confideratioo 

cdior'Pitu  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee,  and  that  was  not  a  new  tax, 

but  an  improvement  of  a  tax  already  before  Parliament;  he 

meant  the  tax  on  horfes.     What  he  intended  was,  to  take  the 

hint  of  an  honourable  gentleman,   which,  when  fuggefted, 

had  appeared  to  be  received  with  general  fatisfa£Uon,  and  to 

propofe  a  tax  of  one  guinea,  to  be  paid  for  every  horfe,  mare, 

or  gelding}  entered  to  dart  for  any  plate,  purfe,  or  match. 

The  Earl  of      The  Earl  of  Surrey  hoped  the  tax  would  be  confidered  with 

Surrey.       *  view  to  revenue  folely.    As  fuch,  he  begged  leave,  as  a  per- 

fon  in  fome  degree  converfant  with  the  fubjedk,  to  advife  the 

right  honourable  gentleman  to  change  his  tax,  and,  infteadof 

laying  a  guinea  upon  every  horfe  that  was  entered  to  ftart  for 

any  plate,  &c.  to  lay  a  tax  of  five  pounds  on  the  winning 

horfe  of  any  plate  of  fifty  pounds  value.    This  would  be 

much  more  chearfully  paid,  his  Lordihip  faid,  and  as  there 

were  five  hundred  plates  won  in  the  courfe  every  year,  the 

produce  would  be  the  fame  as  if  it  were  laid  the  other  way. 

Hi* 
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His  Lordfhip  introduced  fome  very  humane  remarks  on  the 
pra&ice  of  running  colts,  and  fweating  jockies. 

Mr.  Rolle  rofe  to  return  the  right  honourable  gentleman  his  Mr,  Rolle. 
thanks  for  havitig  accepted  his  hint.    Mr.  Rolle  declared  he 
had  no  enmity  to  horfe  racing,  nor  had  he  propofed  the  tax 
with  any  fuch  view. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  returned  his  thanks  to  the  noble  Lord -JJj^pJSl 
for  the  information  he  had  been  fo  good  as  to  fugged*  declar-  c 
ing  that  he  really  flood  in  need  ofall  the  affiftance  that  he,or 
any  other  gentleman  acquainted  with  the  turf  could  give  him. 
As  a  proof  that  the  noble  Lord  had  not  in  vain  fuggefted  a  tax 
of  five  pounds,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  winning  horfe, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid  he  had  amended  his  motion,  and  annexed  that 
proportion  to  the  propofition  of  one  guinea,  to  be  paid  on 
every  horfe,  mare,  and  gelding  entered  for  any  plate,  match, 
or  purfe. 

After  a  heart v  laugh  at  this  fudden  feizure  of  the  Earl  of 
Surrey's  idea,  the  resolution  amended  was  read  by  the  Chair- 
man. 

Mr,  Sheridan  then  rofe,  and  after  a  wltticifm  or  two  that  Mr.  Sberi* 
excited  a  peal  of  laughter,  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentle-  ***' 
man  had  proved,  that  a  light  rider  had  the  bed  chance  of  win- 
ning  the  match,  11  nee  he  had  left  the  noble  Lord  behind  him* 
He  affured  the  noble  Lord,  however,  that  when  he  returned 
to,  the  fporting  gentlemen  who  would  be  afie&ed  by  this  new 
tax,  infteadoi  admiring  his  boldnefs,  they  would  moft  pro-^ 
bably  fav  to  him,  "  Jockey  of  Norfolk  be  notfo  bold." 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  declared  he  was  happy  to  find  the  The  Eat  •£ 
knowing  ones  had  been  taken  in  in  this  heat,  and  that  he:SlKreJ# 
thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  diftanced  him>: 
and  fairly  wOR^the  plate. 
'  After  fome  mfcre  good-humoured  pleafantries, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  believed  this  was  the  firft  time. Mr.  Chan- 
that  fo  dull  a  bufineis  as  a  Committee  of  ways  and  means,  *eMorPltl* 
employed  all  day  in  propofing  taxes,  was  ever  .concluded  with. 
fo  lively  an  epilogue  as  had  been  juft  delivered  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  and  the  noble  Lord,  to  both 
of  whom  he  fincerely  defired  to  return  his  thanks  for  the  af- 
fiftance  he  had  derived  from  their  experience*  He  thea 
ipoved,  "That  Mr.  Gilbert  leave  the  chair." 

The  Houfe  was  immediately  refumed,  and  the  report  of  thfr 
refofotions  ordered  to  be  made  on  Monday. 
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July  26. 

Mr.Hufley,  '0n  the  report  of  the  new  portage  bill,  Mr.  Hujpy  made 
fome  obfervations ;  he  faid,  that  it  was  a  fhame  that  the  poft 
fhould  have  fo  little  expedition,  and  that  the  fcheme  pro- 
pofed  for  a  quicker  conveyance  of  fending  the  mail  by  coaches 
fhould  not  be  adopted,  fince  the  life  of  trade  was  the  cele- 
rity of  intercourfe. 

Mr.  Rofe.       Mr.  Rofe  anfwered,  that  an  experiment  was  made  on  the 
Bath  road  with  Mr.  Palmer' &  new'mode  of  conveying  the 
mail,  and  on  that  experiment  the  plan  would  depend. 
-  *  The  report-  was  then  made. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been,  upon  motion,  read, 
that  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  upon  the  India  biil 
be  read'  a  fecond  time;  and  the  queftion  being  pot,  "  That 
*'  thefe  amendments  be  now  read," 

Mr,  Eden.  Mr.  Eden  rofe,  and  exprefled  a  wifh  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  fufrer  the  Report  of  the  bill  to  be  re- 
committed. Mr.  Eden  declared  folemnly  he  $\A  not  wifh  the 
*  recommitment  of  the  report  for  the  fake  of '  procraftination 
and  delay,  but  with  a  view  to  amend  fome  of  the  new 
ciaufes,  and  c*6rre&  fuch  errors  As  appeared  to  .have  efcaped 
notice  from,  the,  manner  in  vwhich  the  new  ciaufes  had  been 
moved.  H$  declared  that  he  thought  the  bill  much  im- 
proved in  confequence  of  the'  alterations  it  had  undergone 
in  the  Committee ;  and  that  though  he  did  no^  tljink  it  fo 
adequate  ta  its  object  as  he  hoped  the  bill  would  have  been 
*  \  "xnadei  he  did  not  mean  to  oppbfe  it;  he  was  Extremely  de- 
frrous,  however,  to  offer  fome  obfervatfcns  Inat,  in  his 
mind,  would  tend  materially  to  improve  different  parts  of  it, 
and  thefe  obfervations  ,he.  could  not  fo  conveniently  nor  fa 
intelligibly  /late  as  in  a  Committee.  If  his  reqiieft  could 
*  *y  ;'  not  be  complied  with,  he  muft,  he  faid,  fubmit  what  he  had 
to  fay  upon  the  bill  as  it  then  flood,  before  he  fajt  dawn-^ 
Mr.  Eden  then  went  into  a  brief  review  of  the  three  diflihS 
hfcads,  that  the- beginning,  middle,  and  end  of  the  bill  refer  to. 
He  dwelt  for  fome  tirne  on  the  firft,  the  inftitution  of  a  new 
Board  of  Superintendence  and  Control,  and  offered  a  variety 
of  appofite  and  pointed  remarks  upon  it.  His  chief  objec- 
tion wai,  that  the  Directors  and  the  Board  of  Control  would 
V*  two  cUihing  powers,  productive  of  mutual  inconvenience, 
inactivity,  and  delay..  Upon  the  fecond  he  did  riot  fay  a 
great  deal.  With  regard  to  the  third,  the  inftitution  of  a 
new  Court  of  judicature,  he  repeated  his  wifh  that  it  had 
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been  made  the  fubjed  of  a  feparate  bill ;  and  be  declared,  to 
was  the  more  furprifed  that  fuch  a  proportion  Should  not 
have  been  liftened  to,  fince,  upon  a  perufai  of  the  bill,  be 
did  not  obferve  that  the  new  judicature  was  to  take  effe£k 
in  any  hurry  — There  would  have  been  tirafc  enough,  there- 
fore, to  have, agitated  a  fubje£fc  of  fuch  great  importance  ano* 
ther  feffion,  and  furely,  if  the  exigency,  of  .the  cafe  did  not 
prefs  for  particular  hafte,  it  rnuil  be  allowed,  that  a  matter 
.  of  that  magnitude  could  not  be  too  d^libera-t^ly  nor  too  feri-< 
oufly  difcuffed.  He  condemned  the  qlaufes, obliging  all  per-* 
fons  coming  from  India  to  give  a^  inventory  of  their  effect* 
.upon  oath,  and  faid^  to  compel  a  perfon  to  fwear  to  fucb  an 
inventory,  in  order  to  afford  grounds  of  conviction  and  pu« 
niih  merit  of  himfelf,:  was  at  once  to  break  through  as  (acred 
a  principle  as  any  be  had  eyer  heard  ofr— r.Mr.  £cten  fitted 
other  parts  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  new  judicature,  that  he 
thought  ex;trernely  imperfedt  and  reprehenfible. 

Mr.  Franks  fpolce  as  follows:  My  objections  to  the  bill  as- Mr.  Francis 
it  now  ftands,  are  in'fome  refpe£ts  changed ;  but  they  are 
very  little  diminifhed.  •  It  is  not  to-  be  denied,  that  the'  bill 
has  been  materially. altered,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  improved 
in  the  Gommittee-^-Inftead  of  profefling  candour,. which  too 
often  is  affe&ation,  I  fhall  fpealc  of  the  prefent  merits  of  the 
bill  with  fxncerity.  I.  allow  that  feveral  claufes  have,  been 
prudently  corre&ed,  and  others  very  properly  omitted;  but 
I  do  hot  mean  to  admit,  that  particular  improvements  grafted 
on  falfe.  principles,  caaefibntially  mend  the  meafure.  It  tfr 
^offiblp  that  a  thing, which  is  wrong  in  one  extreme  may  ber 
equally  wrong  in  another.  In  acknowledging  the  improve*, 
ments  that  have  been  made,  I  hope  at  lead  to  eflaWifli  a  claim 
to  credit  when  I  return  to  my  objections. 

No  orders  are  now  to  be  fent  to  India  by  the  Cornmiifioners 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Dire&ors ;  Or  to  the  Com* 
rnanders  in  Chief  in  India,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  re* 
fpe&ive  Prefidencies  —  Orders  of  every  kind  are  now  to  be 
conveyed  through  the  proper  constitutional  channels.  -While 
you  fu{Fer  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  to  exif},  their  authority 
belongs  to  the.  conftitution  of  the  Company.  To  pafs  by  the 
firft  is  to  deftroy  the  fecond  —  The  ablurdity  of  that  idea  fs 
acknowledged  and  corre&ed  — -  The  claufes,  by  which  the 
appointment  of  the  feveral  Commanders  in  Chief,  and  h£  per*- 
fons  to  fucceed  to  the  command  in  cafe  of  vacancy,  was  .to 
be" given  to  His  Majefty,  are  omitted  —  Undoubtedly,  no- 
thing could  be  more  extravagant  than  the  idea  of  Teparating 
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tb6  militaty  from  the  civil  power  of  the  Company's  govern- 
ment ;  the  alteration  was  indifpenfably  neceflary :  at  the  fame 
time,  I  have  no  conception  how  nt  can  poffibly  be  reconciled 
to  a  political  principle,  which  a  right  honourable  gentleman, 
'  in  opening  the  original  plan  of  the  bill,  laid  down  as  funda- 
jnental.  He  urged  and  infilled  on  the  truth  of  this  propo- 
fition,  and  aflerted  it  to  be  inherent  in  the  Englifli  conftitu- 
tion,  that  the  armies  of  any  one  State,  however  thejr  might 
be  divided,  or  wherever  they  might  be  employed,  ifelonged 
to  the  department  of  the  executive  power,  and  that  therefore 
the  appointment  to  the  feveral  commands  of  the  Company's 
forces  (hould  unqueftionably  be  veiled  in  the  Crown.  He 
had  then  forgotten  what  he  poffibly  may  fince  have  recol- 
Ie£taH  'that  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  afe  in  fadfc  the  executive 
power  of  the  State  in  queftion — But  \  need  not  combat  a 
proportion  which  he  himfelf  has  fo  completely  abandoned — 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  Ifee,  is  not  obftinately  te- 

nacibus  of  his  principles,  or  his  complaifance  to  his  friends 

mtfft  be  unbounded. 

The  feveral  ciaufes  in  the  original  bill,  which  relate  to 
the  private  debts  of  the 'Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore ;  the  refpeflive  claims  or  undetermined  rights  and 
pretentions  of  thofe  Princes;  the  reinllatement  of  difpoffeflfed 
Rajahs,  zemindars^  and  other  landholders;  the  fixation  of  the 
rents  or  tributes  to  be  paid  in  future — the  reduction  of  ex- 
pences,  and  the  final  limitation  of  eftablifhments,  offices,  and 
emoluments*  are  all  completely  relinquished;  I  will  not  pre- 

'  fume  to  fay,  in  compliance  with  my  opinion,  but  a  good 

deal  in  conformity  to  it ;  the  principle  I  recommended  feems 
to  be-generally  adopted,  that  whatever  can  be  done  imme* 
diately  by  the  Diraftors  at  home,  (hould  not  be  referred  to 
the  fervants  abroad.     Yfet  I  am  forry  to  fee  that,  in  this 

fneral  fweep,  the  very  bell  claufe  of  the  firfl  bill  is  included, 
mean  the  one  marked  58,  by  which  it  was  provided, 
**  That  it  (hould  not  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  General  and 
<c  Council  of  Fort  William,  or  the  Governor  and  Council 
"  of  -any  of  the  other  Prefideneies,  or  any  fervant  or  agent 
u  of  the  faid  United  Company,  of  what  defcription  or  deno* 
«*  mination  foever,  to  alter  luch  tribute,  rent,  fervice,  or 
"  payment,  as  the  laid  Court  of  Dire&ors  fhould  have  finally 
««  confirmed,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  or  to  exaft  from 
<*  or  impofe  upon  any  native  Prince,  or  his  heirs,  or  perfons 
«  claiming  under  them,  any  greater  or  different  tribute,  rent, 

«  fer- 
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<c  fervice,  or  payment,  than  fuch  as  lhould  have  been  con- 
*•  firmed  by  the  Court  of  Dire&ors." 

I  moil  earneflly  recommend  it  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  to  reinftate  this  claufe,  or  to  revive  the  fpirit  of 
it,  in  terms  accommodated  to  the  new  principle  which  ap- 
pears to  be  affumed :  the  tribute  once  fixed,  I  would  not  leave 
it  in  tjie  power  even  ot  the  Directors  to  alter  it. 

The  claufe  refpefting  prefents  is  very  properly  amended — 
Wherever  the  prohibition  is  right,  it  ought  to  nand  without 
exception.    Admitting  that  prefents  were  really  and  purely- 
ceremonial,  in  my  mind  they  degrade  the  dignity  of  a  high 
ilation  inftead  of  exalting  it.     What  in  fadl,  and  even  in  ap- 
pearance, can  be  more  difgraceful  than  for  a  Britifh  Gover- 
nor to  hold  out  his  hand  to  receive  a  few  gold  mohurs  or  ru- 
pees from  every  native  who  comes  to  vifit  him,  and  fre- 
quently from  perfons  who  are  unable  to  afford  it :  the  true 
dignity  of  power  is  to  be  acceflible  to  its  •fubjeSs  without 
expecting  them  to  pay  for  it.  .  With  refpedk  to  the  fubordi- 
nate  ranks  of  the  fervice,  I  ftill  have  my  doubts  —  I  am  per- 
fectly fatisfied,  that  in  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  fervice,  no  law 
can  prevent  the  pradtice,  and  I  am  not  fure  that  you  ought 
to  attempt  it  —  I  have  no  expedition  that  fuch  a  diredt  pro- 
vifion  will  ever  be  made  for  the  Company's  fervants,  as  will 
even  afford  them  a  fubfiftence,  much  lefs  an  exceeding,  out 
of  which  an  independence  can  be  accumulated  by  any  efforts 
of  ceconomy.   People  in  England  have  no  idea  of  theexpence 
of  living  in  Bengal  —  There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  commerce — 
The  few  who  have  engaged  in  enterprifes  of  internal  induftry, 
have  either  totally  failed  or  been  obliged  to  abandon  them— 
and  the  falaries  given  by  the  Company,  below  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  the  Colonels  of  Brigades,  are  very  inconfiderable; 
yet  no  man  fliould  be  cut  off  from  the  hopes  of  a  reafonable 
and  moderate  independence  in  proportion  to  his  flation — Hu- 
man inftitutibns  ftiould  confult  human  nature. 

1  believe,  Sir,  I  have  now  taken  notice  of  every  material 
amendment  that  deferves  any  commendation.  —  The  other 
branches  of  the  fubjedi  are  more  nmerous  and  produdHve. 

In  comparing  the  prefent  bill  with  the  firft,  there  is  one 
general  preliminary  observation  to  be  made  upon  them  both ; 
that  the  two  bills  draw  two  conclufions  equally  falfe,  though 
perfedUy  different,  from  one  and  the  fame  falfe  principle  of 
policy.  The  principle  common  to  them  both  is,  that  where 
power  is  really  wanted,  where  power  ought  to  be  ftrength- 
ened,  the  fureft  way  to  ftrengthen  it  will  be  to  divide  it  — 

Oti 
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On  this  foundation,  the  firft  bill,  inftead  of  uniting  the 
executive  powers  of  the  Company  in  one  Board,  divided  them 
between  the  Commiflioners  and  the  Dire&ors,  with  fb  great 
a  preponderance  in  favour  of  the  former,  that  the  latter  in, 
reality  were  reduced  to  nothing,  and  ought  to  have  been 
aboliined.  On  the  fame  foundation,  the  prefent  bill  con- 
tinues to  divide  a  power  which  ought  to  be  united,  but 
diftributes  it  differently  —  The  Crown  and  the  Commif- 
'  fioners  furrendcr  almofl  jsvery  thing  they  had  taken,  and 

the  Directors  are  re- in  veiled  with  a  power  which  evidently 
fuppofes  them  fit  to  be  highly  trufted  —  But  the  trufh  as  it 
Hands,  is  incompatible  with  the  control  —  The  firft  bill, 
placing  no  confidence  in  the  Directors,  divefted  them  of  all 
power :  the  amended  bill  continues  a  check,  in  which  the 
fame  want  of  confidence  is  implied,  yet  reftores  them  to  a 
power  which  ought  never  to  be  given  to  men  who  are  dif- 
trufted  —  With  refpe£l  to  the  governments  abroad,  the 
means  taken  to  accomplish  the  profefled  obje&  of  both  the 
bills  are  nearly  the  fame  —  In  order  to,  make  the  power  at 
home  more  capable  of  governing,  they  divide  it :  but  in 
order  to  make  the  power  in  India  more  governable,  they 
ftrengthen  and  unite  it.  This  is  the  fenfe  in  ,which  the  old 
maxim,  divide  et  impera,  is  now  underftood.  This  is  the 
way  in  which  ancient  maxims  of  policy  are  interpreted  and 
applied  by  modern  politicians. 

The  amended  bill  reduces  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam to  a  Governor  General  and  three  Cqnufellors,  for  the 
immediate  purpofe,  exprefsly  avowed  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  of  giving  effeft  to  the  calling  voice,  in 
,  order  to  increafe  and  ftrengthen  the  power  of  the  Gover- 
nor General.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  /firft  example  of  fuch  a 
ufe  and  application  of  the  effect  of  a  calling  voice.  In  all 
deliberative  councils  and  affemblies  'whatever,  the  true  and 
natural  principle  of  decifion  is  by  a  real  majority  of  votes. 
But  numbers  who  debate,  may  difagree  j  and,  if  the  whole 
number  happens  to  be  even,  they  may  pofiibly  divide  into 
equal  parts.  In  that  cafe  only,  trie  operation  of  the  cafting 
voice  is  made  ufe  of  to  create  a 'fictitious  majority,  not  for 
the  purpofe  of  giving  power,  but  merely  to  obtain  a  decifion. 
Hitherto  the  calling  voice  has  been  confidered  as  a  necefiary 
provifion  againft  a  poffible  inconvenience.  The  prefent  bill 
creates  the  inconvenience,  not  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  cor- 
recting it,  but  to  convey  a  power,  which,  if  proper  to  be 
given  at  all,  ought  to  be  given  by  a  direct  courfe/  and  fe- 
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cored  agaiuft  a£eideritfc.  On  the  principle  of  tfee  chufes  irt 
qoeftion,  the  Governor  General  ought  to  be  a  difiin&  perfo%  * 
and  veiled  with  powers  independent  of  the  Council*  As 
long  as  *  Council  of  four  is  full,  tho  whole  power,  that  be- 
longs tt>  it,  will  certainly  veft  in  the  President,  provided  h* 
has  {kill  ewough  to  fecure  the  blind  and  devoted  fnpport  o€ 
aary  one  of  the  other  three ;  and  this,  I  know,  may  be  done* 
Bat,  rupttofehis  complaifant  friend  fhould  die  or  depart,  and 
the  other  two  fliould  continue  pbftinate ;  the  declared  objedk 
of  the  trill  i»  defeated.  The  Prefident  i*  reduced  to  a  ftate* 
ia  which  he  can  *do  nothing  but  perplex  or  embarrafs  that 
others,  and  in  that  ftate  he  muft  remain,  until  his  intereft 
andiafiaence  at  home  fliail  have  accomplished .  another  ap± 
pomtment.  A  year  aad  a  half  at  leoft  muft  elapfe,  before  his 
new  Colleague  can  cook  to  his  afftflance*  If,  therefore,  the 
power  be  proper*  the  hill  flionld  take  care  to  provide  for  its 
being  hold  and  exercifed  without  interroption.-^Sir,  I  am  not 
foppdfing  imaginary  cafes.  The  opposition  to  Mn  Halting* 
has  not  been  confined  to  General  Ciavering*  Colonel  Monfon* 
and  myfeJf.  His  prefent  Colleagues,  Mr.  Wheler,  Mr.  Mae- 
pherfoo,  arid  Mr.  Stable*,  have  exa£fcly  the  fame  opinion 
that  we  had,  of  him  and. of  his  tiieafures.  Their.  Oppofitiota 
i»  as  vigorous  as  they  Can  make  it,  and*  I  believe,  more 
deeply  relented  by  Mr.  Haf&ings  than  ours.  From  our  op- 
poiltron,  however  it  might  diflrefs  him,  be  felt  no  degrada- 
tion. Of  his  prefent  colleagues  I  know  he  has  written  home 
to  this  effe&,  That  he  ihouTd  have  quitted  the  Government 
long  ago,  if  he  could  have  ventured  to  leave  it  in  fuch  hand* 
as  thairs! 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  fufpe&ed  that  die  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  forming  this  arrangement,  has  been  guided 
by  experience,  and  that  he  bars  fads  of  importance  to  appeal 
to  in  (upport  of  it.— -I  will  tell  the  Houfe  frow  the  &&$ 
ftand,  and  leave  it  to  their  judgement  to  Compare  them  with 
the  arnaogement.  Some  of  the  Dire&ors  are  prefent,  and  I 
call  upon  them  to  fupport  me  if  1  am  right,  or  to  conttadi& 
n^.e  if  t  am  wrong. 

Before  the  death  of  Colonel  Monfon,  the  Council  con- 
Jmed  of  five  perfons.  I  do  not  mean  at  prefent  to  inquire 
into  the  refpeftive  merits  of  the  two  parties,  into  which  it 
yas  divided,  or  to  exalt  one. at  the  espence  of  the  other. 
For  the  immediate  purpofe  of  the  prefent  argument,  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  me  to  fay,  what  every  roan  in  India  and  in  the- 
dire&ion  knows  to  be  true,  that,  while  the  Government  of 
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Bengal  was  in  the  hands  of  five  perfons,  the  Company's 
affairs  were  prudently  conduced,  and  profpered  accordingly. 
The  fyftern  laid  down  in  their  general  inftruftions  was  ob- 
ferved ;  their  orders  were  obeyed ;  their  debts  were  dif- 
charged ;  their  treafury  was  filled 5  and  great  invefbnents 
were  provided  by  favings  out  of  the  revenue.  Above  all  the 
reft,  we  fixed  our  attention  to  the  pr^fervation  of  peace 
throughout  India.  We  maintained  it  ourfelves ;  and,  when 
it  was  violated  by  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay,  we  reftored  it 
by  a  direfit  interpofition  of  the  authority  of  our  Government. 
When  the  death  of  Colonel  Monfonhad  reduced  the  Council 
to  four,  which  it  feems  is  now  the  favourite  number,  the 
mifchiefs,  which  have  fince  defolated  India,  and  ruined  die 
India  Company,  began  to  operate*  The  fecond  war  with 
the  Marattahs  was  planned  at  Bombay  the  moment  they 
heard  of  the  death  of  General  Ciavering,  and  received, 
embraced,  and  promoted,  by  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  •  the  moment  the  plan  was  communicated  to 
us.  In  lefs  than  five  months  after  the  death  of  General 
Ciavering,  the  refolution  was  taken  at  Fort  William  to 
break  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  but  a  year 
before  at  Poorundur,  and  to  fend  an  army  acrofs  India  to 
invade  the  Peifhwa's  dominions.  The  General's  place  was 
foon  fupplied  by  Mr.  Wheler ;  fo  that,  from  Colonel  Mon- 
fon's  death  in  October  1 776,  to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote. 
in  March  1779,  the  Council  confifted  of  four  perfons, 
excepting  an  interval  of  three  or  four  months,  in  which  I 
flood  alone  againft  Mr.  Haftings  and  Mr.  Barwell;  and  in 
that  period,  I  affirm  that  all  the  mifchiefs  with  which  you 
are  now  oppreffed,  took  their  birth,  and  grew  into  effefts, 
which  by  this  time,  I  fear,  are  not  to  be  retrieved.  Your 
treafuries  are  empty  ;  your  debts  arc  infupportable  ;  your 
inveftment,  when*  you  have  any,  is  paid  for  by  bills  on  the 
Company,  and  two  thirds  of  India  have  been  laid  waftc. 
With  thefefa&s  before  you,  is  it  poffible  for  the  Legif- 
lature  to  rejeft  the  number,  under  which  the  Company's 
affairs  were  wifely  and  happily,  qondu&ed  In  India,  and 
voluntarily  prefer  that,  under  which  every  thing  has  been 
done,  which  this  very  law  profefies  to  condemn,  and  moft 
ftrongly  prohibits  ? 

By  tne  feventeenth  and  eighteenth  claufes  of  the  amend- 
ed bill,  the  fituation  of  a  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
Company's  forces  in  India  is  now  provided  for.  At  laft  it 
has  been  difcovered  that  fuch  an  office  exifts,     I  have  no 
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cbje&ion  to  the  voice  and  precedence  given  him  in  the  Stf- 
.preme  Council,  or  at  the  fubordinate  Councils  of  Fort 
Saint  George  and  Bombay,  when  he  fhall  happen  to.  be  at 
cither  of  them.  But  I  ftrongly  object  to  the  fituati'on,  in 
jvhich  his  arrival  there  will  place  the  refpecVive  Com- 
manders in  Chief  at  thofe  two  Prefidencies.  He  not  only 
fuperfedes  them  in  rank,  but  reduces  them  to  filence. 
During  his  ftay,  they  are  only  to  have  a  feat,  but  no  voice, 
in  the  Council.  The  Houfe  will  obferve  that  this  is  a  civil 
office,  not  a  military  command  ;  but,  even  on  the  ftrifteft 
military  ideas,  the.  provifion  as  abfurd.  The  arrival  of  a 
fuperior  officer  difpofleffes  the  inferior,  but  does  not  annihi- 
late him;  he  Hill  continues  fecond  in  command,  with  a 
real  and  effective,  though  not  with  an  equal  authority.  For 
what  reafon  he  is  inftantly  to  be  converted  into  a  mute,  I 
cannot  conceive.  Naturally  he  ought  to  be  better  informed 
than  a  ftranger.  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Prefidency, 
where  be  has  commanded.  But  the  objeft  of  the  claufe  is 
to  fiienoe  the  perfon,  who,  having  the  beft  information, 
ought  to  be  fpecially  confulted.  It  ought  to  be  confidcrcd 
too,  whether  gentlemen  of  high  rank  in  the  army,  whether 
a  general  officer  in  the  King's  fervice,  who  may  happen  to 
command  upon  the  coaft,  be  likely  to  fubmit  to  this  fort  of 
treatment,  or  how  far  it  may  wound  the  honourable  feel-  * 
ings  and  fpirit  of  the  profeflion  } 

Sir,  I  /hall  leave  the  remaining  regulations  of  the  bill  to 
other  gentlemen,  who,  I  believe,  have  considered  them  with 
proper  attention,  and  go  at  once  to  that  article,  which,  I 
confefs,  is  to  me  more  important  than  all  the  reft.  I  mean 
the  new  judicature,  which  the  bill  introduces  into  the  crimi- 
nal law  of  this  country.  I  perceive  that,  in  the  apprehenfion 
of  fome  gentlemen,  this  part  of  the  bill  has  been  coitfiderably 
corrected  and  improved  by  the  amendments  made  in  the 
Committee,  and  that  fome  gentlemen,  who  objected  to  it  at 
firft,  are  now  fatisfied.  I  am  truly  forry  for  it ;  becaufe  I 
wilh  that  the  principle  of  every  meafure,  which  I  deem  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  conftitutioir,  fhould  appear  at  once  to  the 
public  view,  undifguifed,  in  its  real  fliape,  and  in  the  colours 
that  belong  to  it.  They  deceive  themfelves  groffly,  who 
Imagine,  that  that  which  is  effentially  wrong,  can  ever  be 
formally  right.  It  cannot  be  corrected  or  improved,  becaufe 
the  defect  is  in  the  effence,  not  in  the  form.  And  why 
fhould  you  lay  afide  the  trial  by  jury  in  the  cafe  of  Indian 
delinquents  ?  J  have  yet  heard  no  one  affirmative  reafon  af- 
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Itened  fotik  Is  it  fofpefted  that  a  jury  will  not  do  jufttce? 
you  have  no  grqund  for  the  fufpicion  ;  on  the  contrary,  in 
the  only  cafe  in  point,  in  the  only  cafe  of  Indian  delinquency 
that  has  been  profec^ted  in  the  court  of  cppiroori  Jaw,  the 
jury  did  their  duty.  I  dq  not  mean  to  enter  into  the  merits 
iof  the  profecution  of  Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr.  Brooke  for  dif- 
boffeffing  and  irnprifomng  L<prd  Pigot  *  it  is  fuflicient  for  my 
brefent  purpofe  to  fay,  that  the  Public  iii  general  thought 
that  thole  perfons  deferved  to  be  (everely  puniflied,  and  ex- 

Sed  that  they  would  he  fo.  Why  were  they  not  ?  The 
did  thfeir  part  in  finding  them  guilty.  If  they  wterc  not 
ciently  puniflied,  it  was  the  fault  of  the  Bench.  Now, 
obferve  the  confe^uenee  :  You  lay  afide  the  jury,  who,  m 
the  only  inftanee  in  point,  dM  every  thing  that  depended  on 
them  to  bring  the  criminals  to  condign  puniflunent,  and  yon 
think  you  grefure  of  jnftice,  in  uniting  the  incompatiUe  of* 
ifces  of  judge  and  jury  in  the  fame  perfbns,  who,  the  only 
tirfle  they  were  triad,  have  totally  difappotnted  the  public  ex* 

Jeftation  of  public  juftlce.  But  all  reafon  and  argument  ai* 
felefs  againft  power*  If  a  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  can, 
on  any  terms,  confent,  in  any  inftanoe,  to  abolMh  a  trial  by 
fury,  and,  if  the  People  at  Urge  are  infenfihfe  of  the  ganger  of 
luch  a  precedent,  individuals  who  have  done  theirduty,  tm& 
fnbtnit  to  their  lhare  in  the  mrfchief,  which  they  could  not 
prevent.  I  fear  the  temper  and  ch$ura£fcerx>f  the  nation  ar« 
fchangedi  Though  I  am  not  an  oW  man,  I  can*  rsipemter  a 
tftne,  when  an  attempt  of  this  nature  would  have  thrown  th* 
whole  kingdom  kito  a  Hum.  Had  it  been  made  whm  *  great 
man  (the  late  Eafl  of  Chatham)  who  h  now  no  more,  had  » 
feat  in  this  houfe,  be  would  have  ftanted  from  the  bed  of  fick- 
jieft,  he  would  have  iblicked  feme  friendly  fun4  to  4epofit 
him  on  this  floor,  and  from  this  flat  ion,  with  a  monatph's 
voice,  would  have  called  the  iii>gdom  to  arms  to  oppofe  it. 
But  he  is  dead,  and  has  left  nothing  in  this  workl  tfeat  i*&m« 
Wes  him.  He  is  dead*  and  the  fenfe,  and  fa&nowc,  and  cba- 
ra&er,  and  -underftafldisg  of  the  nation  *re  4e»d  with  hio. 
But  it  ferns  there  is  a  neaeffity  that  fupercede$  f&  objec* 
tions.  Joftiee  muft  he  Jane,  and  criminals  i»aft  be  pnniflh 
ed.  Sir,  it  requires  fome  fortitude ;  it  requires  pattern*, 
long  exereifed,  to-  endure  fo  gnofs  a  mockery.  Tie  tnH»  that 
threatens  foture  -puntfhmsnt  to  fcrtune  crimes,  gives  yw  a 
Special  earneft  of  its  fineerity,  in  4h$ltsring  every  ofifeocc, 
nnd  protedting  every  offender  who  has  hitherto  eKiffcaJ,  or 
^rti£  does  &&)&  at  this  hour.    Theprefaiti/wf  operj$  its  boforo 
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to  receive  them,  and  there  they  are  fafe ;  nay,  it  carries  its 
precaution  farther ;  it  provides  for  the  fecurity  of  crimes  in 
f/ft9  that  are  a&ually  unfinished,  and  allows  a  fu£»cient  time, 
in  which  they  may  be  compleated.  When  thefe  honourable 
fervieee  are  accomplished,  fkn&  juftice  is  then  to  take  her  (eat. 
From  that  moment  we  arfe  never  to  fee  any  thing  hut  her 
fword?  When  the  whole  harveft  has  heen  plundered,  whea 
the  £eld  itfelf  has  been  trampled  into  deft,  ye*  denounce 
racks  a*nd  gibbets  to  die  petty  larceny  that  hereafter  may 
glean  a  few  ears  of  corn.  I  have  done  nay  part  to  the  utmoft 
pf  my  little  judgement  and  ability.  From  thofe,  to  whom 
piore  haa  been  given,  more  will  be  expeded.  What  I  have 
laid  v?M  not  be  ufelefsj  if  it  fuggefts  the  materials  of  re- 
flection to  others,  and  furniihes  employment  for  greater  abi* 
litie^. 

The  other  regulations  of  the  bill  may  be  thought  to  require 
immediate  difpatch.    If  they  are  proper  to  be  eneepted  at  all, 
they  cannot  b?  carried  too  loon  ittto  effect.    But  no  argument 
of  that  kind  can  be  applied  to  the  claufes,  that  iqgard  the  ju- 
dicature.    The  bill,  on  the  face  of  it,  expreflep  no  particu- 
lar harry  to  punifli  any  body.^For  what  pofl&ble.  reafoa 
then,  ihould  this  part  of  the  biil  he  fo  urgently  preffod  for- 
ward to  keep  pace  with  the  reft  .JU~The  prefent  Adminiftra* 
(ion*  are  :are  t©ldrpofle&*  $he*pnfidanee,  and  a^  at  all  times, 
rea4y  to  appeal  to  the  judgement  of  the  People,     Let  us  fee 
whether  they  are  ready  to  a&  up  to  their  profeffion*.   Surely, 
Sir,  there  *m  never  he  an  occafioe  tnore  proper  for  an  appeal 
to  tb?  fenfp  of  the  nation,  than  when  Government  U  going  to 
introduce  anew  rpodeof  trial  into  the  lawof  this  land,  which,  in 
the  firft  jaftanpe,  deprives  a  part  of  the  people  of  their  common 
right,  awi  which,  on  fipilar  pretences,  may  he  extended  to 
t&Mphote  kingdom*    If  the  nation  acqmefces,  you  loft  no* 
iking  hy  lire  del*y.    If  not,  yotj  a*e  bound  by  your  princi- 
ple to  reiip^uiih  the  attempt. 

Allow  rpe  a  word  at  parting  to  an  honourable  *,  aad  e 
karftfd  f  gentleman ;  to  one  of  whom  I  am  much  indebted, 
and  to  &?  other,  Specially  eog^ed.  The  honourable 
geetkojati  affures  the  Houfe,  that  he  is  not  the  reprefen*  ar 
tire  of  Mr.  Haftingf*  though  a  confiderabit  part  of  his  life 
be  employed  in  attacking,  defending,  and  reftnting  for 
thftgtotkoiaa.    lohfcwp  it  to  bis  <e&dtf,  that,  although 
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he  is  not  a  principal  in  thefe  queftions,  he  takes  part  in 
them  with  no  lefs  a£Hvity  and  zeal,  than  if  the  caufe  were 
dire&ly  and  effentially  his  own.  Between  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  me  there  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been,  any  per- 
.  fonal  fubjeft  of  offence.  In  one  fenfe,  therefore,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  confidtr  him  as  the  reprefentative  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  fincc  every  man  of  honour  is  properly  the  re- 
presentative of  an  abfent  f  riend< 

This,  I  prefume,  wa,s  the  principle  on  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  muft  have  a£ted,  when  he  very  lately 
created  an  opportunity .  of  reciting  to  the  Houfe  fome 
tedious  paffages  from  a  letter  of  ten  years  {landing,  which, 
pronouncing  it  •  to  be  extremely  dull,  he  naturally,  and  I 
earl  not  fay  unwarrantably,  concluded  to  be  mine.  But  his 
eagernefs  to  punifh  the  guilty,  made  him  forget  that  the 
Houfe  was  innocent.  The  honourable  gentlemen  had  no 
mercy  upon  either.  Not  confining  himfelf  to  my  fuppofed 
writings,  he  thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  produce 
fome  ferieus  charges  againft  my  conduit.  To  thefe  laft, 
my  anfwer  upon  the  inftant,  I  believe^  was  thought  fuf- 
ficient.  My  own  feelings  affured  me,  that  I  carried  the 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe  completely  along  with  me.  To  his  af- 
fertion,  that  we  went  to  India  pre-determined  to  declare 
war  with  Mr.  Haftings  at  the  moment  of  our  arrival,  I 
faid,  that  the  moment  of  our  arrival  gave  us.  an  infight 
into  his  conduit,  which  made  it  impoflible  for  us,  as  honeft 
meji,  to  unite  with  him*  Cantrary  to  all  his  own  repeated 
declarations  and  profeflions  refpeitiug  a  pacific  fyftem,  we 
found  the  Company's  army  engaged  by  him  in  the  extir- 
pation of  the  Rohilla  nation,  with  whom  we  had  lately  been 
in -alliance,  and  with  whom  the  Englifh  had  no  quarrel 
whatever,  for  the  fole  and  acknowledged  purpofe  of  gaining 
a  fum  of  money.  We  found  he  had  fold  the  extirpation  of 
a  whole  people,  who  had  never  offended  us,  for  forty  lacks 
of  rupees;  not  a  rupee 'of  which  had  been  paid;  though  the 
fervice  was  compleated.  We  found  a  third  part  of  the  whole 
military  force  of  Bengal  had  marched  to  places  fo  remote 
from  our  own  territory,  that  none  of  the  ordinary  maps  of 
Hindoftan  went  far  enough  north  to  include  their  fituation. 
I  fubmit  to  judgement,  whether  thefe  fails  alone  did  not 
oblige  us  to  alter  our  opinion,  not  only  of- Mr.  Haftings'* 
political  conduit  but  of  his  perfonal  character.  The  preju- 
dices we  carried  with  us  to  India  were  paffionately,  and  al- 
''  "'  moft 
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mod  abfurdty,  in  his  favour  —  I  need  not  enter  farther  into 
the  merits  of  a  queftion,  on  which  every  tribunal,  that 
was  competent  to  examine  it,  has  formally  pronounced  con- 
demnation againft  him.  On  the  28th  of  November,  1775, 
the  Court  of  Directors  unanimously  refolved,  "  That  the 
**  agreement  made  with  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  the  then  Go- 
"  vernor  (Mr.  Haftings)  for  the  hire  of  a  part  of  the  Com-* 
"  pany#s  trpops  for  the  reduction  of  the  Rohilla  country,  and 
€t  the  fubfequent  ileps  taken  for  the  carrying  on  that  war, «  * 
**  were  founded  on  wrong  policy,  were,  contrary  to  the  ge-  . 
"  neral  orders  of  the  Company,  for  keeping  the  troops 
*'  within  the  bounds  of  the  provinces,  and  for  not  extend- 
€i  ing  their  conquefts ;  and  were  alfo  contrary  to  thofe  go- 
"  neral  principles  of  juftice  which  the  Company  wilh. 
"  fhould  be  fupported." 

Even  his  fpecial  friends  the  Proprietors,  on  this  occaflon 
concurred  with  the  Directors ;  except  that  he  had  intereft 
enough  in  that  quarter  to  get  the  reference  to  juftice  omit- 
ted, the  whole  body  of  the  Proprietors,  una  voce,  condemned 
him.     On  the  6th  of  December,  1775,  they  refolved  una- 
nimouQy,    "  That  notwithftanding  this  Court  hath  the 
"  higheft  opinion  of  the  fervices  an4  integrity  of  Warren 
"  Haftings,  Efq.  and  cannot  admit  a  fufpicion  of  corrupt 
"  motives  operating  on  his  conduct,  without  proof;  yet 
iC  they  are  of  opinion,  with  their  Court  of  Directors,  that 
"  the   agreement  made  with   Sujali  Dowlah,  'for  the  hire 
"  of  a  part  of  the  Company's  troops  for  the  reduction  of  the 
"  Rohilla  country,  and  the  fubfequent  ileps  taken  for  car- 
"  rying  on  that  war,  were  founded  on  wrong  policy,  were 
"  contrary  to  the  general  orders  of  the  Company,  frequently 
"  repeated,  for  keeping  their  troops  within  the  bounds  of 
i€  the  provinces,  and  for  not  extending  their  territories;  and 
u  were  alfo  contrary  to  thofe  general  principles  which  the 
"  Company  wilh  mould  be  fupported," 

The  honourable  gentleman  was  then  pleafed  to  charge  me 
with  having  oppofed  General  Clavering  on  a  particular  oc- 
caGon,  but  with  fo  much  apparent  reluctance,  and  in  terms  of 
fo  much  doubt  and  apprehenfion,  as  evidently  betrayed  the "' 
dependence  of  my  fltuation.    A  difference  of  opinion  teems  a 
ftrange  proof  of  dependence  :  he  concluded,  however,  that  I- 
was  bound  by  fome  fecret  inftru&ions  to  follow  the  di dates 
of  General  Clavering,  and  that,  when  I  refufed  to  be  guided- 
by  him,  I  hazarded  my  employment.     This,  indeed,  if  it 
were  true,  would  be  a  ferious  charge,  not  only  againft  me,  > 
but  againft  General  Clavering  himfelf,  whofe  memory  the 

honourable 
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honourable  gendemam  profefles  to  r<*(pe£fc,  and  agamft  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  Mae  ribband  (Lord  North)  by  whom  alow 
fucb  irtftrudions  could  have  been  given  —  The  honotrrable 
gentleman,  however,  has  in  feme  degree  aniwered  bit  Own 
charge —  Forgetting  everything  that  he  had  faid  of  my  flip- 
pofed  dependence  on  toy  colleagues,  he  atatoft  in  the  fame 
breath  aflured  the  Hoofe,  that,  with  refpe£l  to  General  Cla- 
veriag  and  Colonel  Monfon,  I  was  primus  inter  pates  ;  arid, 
that  being  at  the  bead. of  a  majority,  I  had  in  efledfc  the  wfeole 
government  in  my  hands.  If  that  be  true,  my  colleagues 
were  no  more  than  mere  cyphers  at  my  dtfpofalV—  Bat  in 
reality  the  charge  and  the  demice  are  equally  trifling.  I  dif- 
fered with  General  Claveting,  not  once,  but  often,  as  the^ho- 
nourabte  gentleman  will  find,  if  he  will  took  over  our  pro-' 
ceedings.  Men  of  real  honour,  though  generally  united,  and' 
ad  ing  together  oil  the  fame  general  principle^  wilt  often 
difagree;  and  when  they  difagcee,  will  be  ready  to  declafe  tt. 
'  Men  of  a  different  character,  uniting  On  a  different  principle, 
will  never  difagree  in  particulars,  us  long  as  their  general 
engagement  to  each  other  fubfifts.  It  is  perfe&ly  true,  that 
I  felt  and  expre&d  the  utmbft  anxiety  at  differing  from  Ge- 
neral Covering  on  a  queftion  of  importance;  but  no*  fer  the 
reafon  fufpefied  by  the  honourable  gentleman  —  I  dreaded 
the  conftru&iou  which  ignorance  and  malignity  would  be 
ready  enough  to  give  to  my  concurring  wish  Mr.  Haftings. 
I  knew  my  fttuation  *—  When  I  oppofed  him,  tt  was  fe&ion  ; 
when  I  concurred  with  him,  it  was  corruption.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  however,  has  omitted  a  material  part  of  the 
ftory;  he  has  inadvertently  negte&ed  to  inform  thelfoufe, 
that  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  5th  of 
February  1777,  entirely  agreed  with  me  on  the  point  in 
queftion. 

The.  honourable  gentleman  fays  that  we  flioutd  hare  a&ed 
wifely  for  the  public  fervice,  if,  inftead  of  looking  back  to  the 
errors  of  former  times,  we- had  drawn  a  veil  over  every  thing 
that  was  pail,  and  directed  our  efforts  to  future  improve* 
merit.  Sir,  I  am  not  of  that  opinion ;  I  have  no  idea  that  fuch 
a  plan  would  have  been  practicable ;  and  I  am  fare  it  would  1 
have  been.unjuft.  Injuflice  is  not  valid  becaufe  it  hits  been  *j 
done.  We  could  not  abfotately  Ihut  our  ears  to  complaints. 
We  could  not  fay,  that  no  man  who  had  been  injured  fhould 
never  be  redrefled — Hie  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  looked 
^very  far  back  indeed,  when  it  was  their  objeraLto  make  an 
example,  and  to  hold  it  out  to  the  natives.    But  if  the  eon- 

-trary 
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trary  had  been  true;  if  the  honourable  gentleman's  abftraft 
opinion  were  ever  judicious,  he  forgets  that  we  had  no  choice; 
he  forgets  that  the  Court  of  Directors  prefcribed  to  us  the 
very  copdudt  we  observed,  and  applauded  us  highly  for  pur- 
fuing  it* 

The  only  point  oti  Which  t  could  not  inftantly  recolledl 
enough  of  the  fubje&  to.  give  the  honourable  gentleman  an 
immediate  anfwer,  regarded  the  representation  which,  he  fays* 
I  drew  up  in  December,  1774,  of  the  condition  of  Bengal  at 
that  time  —  He  charges  me  with  a  wild  exaggeration,  in 
faying,  that  Bengal,  even  then,  was  reduced  to  the  hazard  of 
beggary  and  ruin  —  Sir,  a  mere  queftion  of  pejrfonal  debate 
between  the  honourable  gentleman  and  me,  ypould  be  of  to* 
little  moment,   even   to  jourfelves?  to  be  .obtruded  on  the 
ttoufe,  if  it  did  not  lead  to  information  immediately  con-* 
riedfced  with  the  general  fubjeft-matter  of  pur  prefent  deli- 
beration — •  You  are  going  to  make  a  law  for  the  better  go- 
vernment of  Bengal.     It  is  therefore  proper  you  mould  in- 
quire, what  the  ftate  of  Bengal,  was  ten  years  ago,  when  the 
Legiflature  firil  interpofed  for  the  Tame  puf-pofe.   The  Houfe 
fhould  next  endeavour  to  poflefs  itfelf  of  the  events  which 
have  happened  in  the  interval,  and  then  you  will  be  able 
to  determine  what  is  probably  the  a<ftual  ftate  of  the  ob- 
jefly  concerning  which  you  are  going  to  exercife  your  le* 
giflative;  power. 

The  Houfe,  I  imagine,  will  hear  with  furprife,  that  the 
firft  intimation  I  received  cf  the  diflrefs  of  the  government 
of  Fort  Wiliiam,  was  in  a  private  converfation  with  Mr* 
Haftings  himfelf —  On  evidence  of  this  kind  t  certainly 
(hould  think  it  improper  to  infift,  if  it  had  not  concurred 
with  many  recorded  declarations  made  by  Mr.  Haiiings  to 
the  fame  efleft.  The  fundamental  argument  conftantly  ufed 
by  him  in  defence  of  the  Rohilla  war,  was,  the  diflrefs  of  the 
Company's  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad— *  In  his  minute 
of. the  3d  of  December,  1774,  he  fays, 

"  All  our  advices,  both  public  and  private,  reprefented 
cc  the  diftrefles  of  the  Company,  at  home  as  extreme  —  At 
u  the  fame  time,  fuch  foas  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  this  Go- 
cc  vernment,  that  for  many  years  paft  the  income  of  the 
*c  year  wasfouqd  inadequate  to  its  expence;  to  defray  which* 
"  a  heavy  bond  debt,  amounting  at  one  time  to  a  hundred 
"  and  twenty-five  lacks  of  rupees,  had  accumulated  —  By 
u  allowing  the  Vizier  the  military  aid  which  he  required, 
"  a  faving  of  near  one  third  of  our  military  expences  would 
Vol.XVL  tih  "be 
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*  be  effected  during  the  period  of  fuch  a  fervtce,  and  the 
**  Stipulation  of  forty  lacks  would  afford  an  ample  fopply  to 
'*  our  trcafury  and  to  the  currency  of  the  country." 

-  On  this  declaration,  our  firft  observation  was,  that  ur- 
gent diftrefs  waf  implied  in  the  violent  nature  of  the  remedy. 
The  maxims  of  policy  invented  by  Mr.  Hailing?  to  fup- 
pert  the  fad*,  accommodate  themfelves  perfectly  to  the  mo- 
tives on  which  he  a&ed. 

gxbNw.  1774. 
f<  If  the  internal  refourtes  of  a  flat©  fail  it,  or  are  not 
"equal  to  its  occafional  wants,  whence -can  it  obtain  inline* 
*  •*  diate  relief  but  fr#m  external  means?"- 

<  2fitb  Nw.  1774. 

*  *  I  (hall  be  always  ready  to  profefs,  that  I  do  reckon  the 
"  probable  acquifition  of  wealth  among  my  reafons  for  taking 
•*  up  arms  agatnft  my  neighbours." 

Gbferve,  '•  Sir,  that  one  of  'Mr.  Haftings's  motives  for 
talking  up  army  againft  his  neighbours,  not  againft  his 
eiiejtiies,  is  plainly  and  explicitly  to  get  pofleflion  of  tbeir 
wealth, 
'  With  refpeft  to  the  actual  diftrefs  of  the  government  and 
Country  of  Bengal,  I  defire  nothing  to  be  believed  on  .my 
6wn  aflertion  *-^.  On  the  17th  of  O&ober,  1774,  a  day  or 
two  before  Our  arrival  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  Haftings  and  his 
Council  drew  up  a  letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors  in  de* 
:  fence  of  thfe  Rbhilla  war,  which  they  principally  refted  on 

«v  the  acquifition  of  forty  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  Company, 
I  4t  and  of  fo  much  fpecie  added  to  the  ethaofted  currency  of 

l  -  "  thefe  provinces;*'  not  a  rupee  of  which,  however,  was  re» 

I  '  ceived  untilTorae  time  after  our  arrival. 

!  "    With  refpecT:  tothe  internal  flateof  the  provinces,  I  prefame, 

J  that  the  eyidence  of  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Middleton,  one  of  the 

oldeft  and  moft  experienced  of  the  CompanyYfervaqt*  in  Ben- 
gal; will  be  allowed  to  be  conclufive.    .If  it  were  not,  I  could 
I  fupport  it  by  a  raafs  of  other  evidence  of  equal  authority; 

I  In  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  February,  1775,  near  five  months 

I  after  our  arrival,  he  fays,  •'*  When  a  very  confiderable  por* 

I  §€  tion,  fuppofed  even  a  third  of  the  whole  inhabitants,  had 

lf  perifhed,  theYemaining  two  thirds  were  obliged  to  pay  for 
I  •*  the  lands  tiow  left  without  cultivators.     The  country  has 

€i  languished  ever  fince,  -and  the  evil  continues  enhancing 
"  every  day."  Now,  Sir,  I  think  h  vrill  be  admitted,  that 
110  defcriptiori  of  rratinal  or  political  diftrefs  can  eofily  be  ex- 
aggerated, which  is  founded  on  evident:*  and  authorities  fuch 

♦      -  as 


A-  17S4.  DEBATES.  a^j 

^3  thefe,  -    But  has  any  thing  happened  fince  thai  tjme,  to 
improve  the  ftate  of  the  country  i  — ■  Excepting  the  {hot*  in- 
terval,.  in  which  General  Covering's  principle?  and  authori- 
ty prevailed,  have  yon  heard  of  any  thing  but  war  in  all  parts 
of  India  —  buttle  opprefimn  and  rebellion  of  Princes  fubjeft 
%o  your  power-*- mutinies  among  the  native  troops  for  wane 
.of  pay  -**- extraction  of  fpeeie  from  Bengal  for  the  fopport  of 
the  other  Presidencies,  the  enormous  amount  of  which  is 
stated   a»  the  merit  of  Mr.  Haftings— inveftments  bought 
with  paper-^and  draughts  oji  the  Dire&ors,  and  debts  accu* 
pmlating  without  end?  Put  the  fa  As  together,  and  then  the 
Houfe  will  be  able  to  determine,  whether  the  labour  they 
have  at  )aft  undertaken  of  cerre&ing  fe  maaiy  diforders,  and 
recovering  our  Indian  pofleffion*  from  fo  many  diftrefles,  be  a 
ptfk  of  common  magnitude,  or  likely  to  be  accomplifhed  by 
eomn^d»roen?    .  .  .  •* 

Now,  Sir,  haying  4ifmtfed  the  £erU>u9  part  of  the  honour* 
able  gentleman's  charge,  I  hope  he  will  allow:  me  to  make  a 
few  obfervations  on  the  manner  and  time  in  which  it  was 
produced.    Suppofing  him  for  a  moment  to  be  the  reprefen* 
tative  of  Mr,  Haftings,  and  to  feel  for  that  gentleman  as 
fenfibly  as  he  ooukx  do  fox  hirafetf,  I  beg  leave  to  obferve  to 
him,  Att  h**s  Severity  to  me  is  not  juftifod  pa  any  principle 
pf  retaliation.    I  never  fought  for  Mr.  Haftings's  letters,. 
The  honourable  gentleman!  himfelf  brought  them  before  the 
Houfe,  and  triumphantly  referred  the  contents  of  them  to  an 
attentive  examination.   But  if  it  had  been  otberwife,  I  cannot 
admit,  that  an  iaofienfivepleafantry,  whiph  wounds  no  man; 
and  fometimes  enlivens  the  gravity  of  debate,  isecpiitably  re* 
torted  by  a  ferious  deliberate  attack  upon  the  moral  conduft 
or  chara&er  of  an  opponent*  .  It  is  not  likely  that  I  fiiould 
ever  have  occaiion  to  make  a  fimHar  reflexion  on  that  of  the 
honourable  gentleman, ,  His  ?&ion*  are  too  well  guarded^ 
and  my  difpo&tion  to  him  is  too  amicable*  to. allow  me  to 
Juppoie  the  probability  o£  fitch  a  cafe.    Admitting  it  never* - 
thekfs  to  happen,  I  certainly  flaopld  not  follow  the  example 
he  has  let  me.    1  would  aot  endeavour  to  take  him  hy  fq& 
prife.    I  ihouldnot  expert  him  to  c^rry  letters  or  tranfa&ions 
pf  ten  years  {landing,  corre&ly  in  his  memory.    If  I  thought     * 
iByfelf  obliged  to  king- a  charge,  of  aiw  kindagainft  kjfl*  I 
fhould  think  myfelf  much  more  bound,  in  honour  and  m 
jnftiee,  to-  give  him  prevtout  notice  of  my  intention,  and 
warn  him  to  prepare  for'bis  defence.    .  .    ** 

I  am  now  to  reply  to  the  learned  genriematvoppofite  to  m*, 
ft*d  with  that  I  Aii|ll  conclude.    A  challenge  from  him  un- 

W  h  3  <Ipul>tedly 
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doubtedly  docs  me  honour;  for  it  fuppofes,  in  his  mind  at 
leaft,  ah  idea,  which  does  not  exift  in  mine,  and  could  not 
have  occurred  to  any  other,  that,  on  the  fubjeft  in  queftioo, 
there  is  fome  approach  to  equality  from  me  to  him.  Not 
being  conyerfant  in  the  ferms  of  the  Houfe,  I  did  not  Tcnow, 
until  fome  hours  hiter  in  the  fame  evening,  that  I  was  at  li- 
berty to  write  down  the  words  of  gentlemen,  uttered  perhaps 
haftily  in  debate*,  for  the  purpofe  of  anfwering 'them  at  a 
future  occafion.— In  a  day  or  two  after,  I  endeavoured  to  re- 
collect the  learned  gentlem'an?s  words,  and  I  believe  I  have 
taken  them  very  exactly.  If  not,  I  hope  he  will  do  me  the 
favour  to  correct  them.  -He  faid,  •*  That  gentlemen  had 
*'•  talked  in  a  loofe  general  way  of  dtfobedience  of  orders, 
<*  without  coming  to  particulars;— that  if  they  would  point 
♦*out  inftances,  he  ihould  know  where  to  grapple  with  them. 
«  — With  refpecT:  to  the  Marattah  war,  he  affirmed,  that  Mr. 
*4  Harftings  wfcs'not  guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders  ;— that 

#  *  the  Diifc&oYs  themfelves  wen;  to  blame,  in-forming  and  en- 
'               ?«  etAiragihgf'a' plan  of  conqueft  oh  the*  Malabar  coaft,  and 

'*  that  Mr Jfkftlngs^  ih  conimehcing  and  purfuing  the  Ma- 
•*  rattah  waf,  -hail  hot  difobe^ed  orders,  biit  had' conformed 
**  to  the  view*  of  the  Directors. — That  Mr,  Haffings,  never- 
4<  tbelefs,  was  greatly  to  blame  for  violating  then treaty  of 
*«  Poorutidur.  On-  the  trutli  of  tliefe-  affertiopd;  the'  learned 
*'  gentleman-  challenged  me;  arid  declared  himfelf  ready  to 
*«*  meet  me  'at  any  time? and  on  st\f  ground  f."  ■  «  •' «  • 
3*  I  Hiuft  confefsj  Sir,  that  this* language,  efpedaHy  from  the 
learned  gentJeittan,  appeared  to  me  very  extraordinary.  I 
hardfy  ever  heatfdany  thing  with  greater  furprife.  He  has 
employed  hlulfelf,'  hear  two  years  together*  with  infinite  in- 
duftry  and  toil'/'in  an  inquiry  into  the  abufes  that  prevail  in 
the  Company's  fervice. — He  has  published  the  refult  of  his 
laborious  inVeftigdtlons  m  many  folio  volumes,  which,  I  verily 
belieVe,  no  man  in  the  kingdom  has  rend  but  myfelf. — The 
pirefent  bill,  of  which  the  learned  gentleman  is  prfchien  ami  J» 
if  not  parent,  fuppofes  wilful  difobedience  in  every  department. 
•of  the  fervice^the  conftant  complaint  of  the  Directors  has 
been  that  their'  orders  are  not  obeyed  ;•  *and,  finally,   the 

*  *  Mr.  Uimdaf  had  quoted  words  ofwMr.  Fox, -which  he  faid  he 
tiad  taken  dovrn'twb  years  ago. 

.     f  Mr.  Duiidas  fcflbn&d  to  the  exa&nefs  of  this  recital  of  his  words. 
%  A  term  ufed^n  law  fox  him  who  is  tUe  next  friend  or  next  of  kia 
t^g.chiitfiinhU^Wilgc;  «  '•    ' 

<  .       .  .       '  .       .    right 
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right  honourable  gentleman,  who  pfopofes  the  hill,  paiticu-  '  ' 

larly  urged  and  infilled  on  thefneceffity  of  conquering  a  ipirit 
of  reliftance,  univerfally  prevailing  among  the  Company's  fer* 
vants  in  India.     On  any  other  prefumption,  the  claufe  would  I 

be  fuperfluous.    In  the  face  of  all  this  evidence  and  authority,  5 1 

the  learned  gentleman  gravely  a  flu  Fes  the  Houfe,  that  there 
have  been  nfc  examples  of  difobedience*  or  that  the  inftancesj 
if  any,  have  not  teen  material.  He  calls  upon  his  opponent^ 
to  come  to  particulars,  and  then  he  (hall  know  where  to  grap- 
ple with  them.  Sir,  I  will  not  weary  the  Houfe  with  a  mul- 
titude of  quotations  from  the  Company's  records.  They  are 
filled  with  the  very  proofs  and  examples,  which  the  learned 
gentleman  calls  for.  Setting  afide  orders  indifferent  to  the 
fervants  abroad,  and  which,  of  courfe,  they  had  no  motive  to. 
difobey,  and,  fetting  afide  orders,  which  were  capable  ©f  being 
converted  to.  fame  purpofe  of  their  own, — for  thele  they  have 
obeyed  not  only  with,  exa&nefs  but  oftentation,  I  affirm  that* 
fo  far  from  its  being  difficult  to  find  inftances  of  difobedience, 
the  difficulty  would  be,  to  point  out  an  order  of  the  Dire&ors 
that  ever  was  regarded.  The  India  Company  little  know  in  what 
fort  of  eftimation  their  Directors  are  held  in  India.  But  it  is 
proper  I  fhould  encounter  the  learned  gentleman  on  hi$  own 
ground.  Let  him  afk  the  Directors,  what  they  think  of  the 
following  examples.  They  are  not  mere  fadis,  for  which 
excufes  or  pretences  might  be  invented,  but  formal  a&s  of 
qifobedience,  deliberately  avowed  and  defended  on  principle. 

The  firft  is  the  welUknown  cafe  of  Mr.  John  firiitow,  who. 
had  been  recalletj  by  Mr- Haftings  from  his  ftation  atLucknow, 
without  any  charge  whatever  againft  his  conduit,  and  whom. 
th«  Direflors  repeatedly  ordered  tq  be  re-inftated.  Your  Se-» 
lect  Committee*  have  reported  to  you,  in  what  mariner  thole 
orders  were  regarded.  The  general  ground  taken  and  avowed 
by  Mr.  Haftings  was,  that  the  orders  in  queilion  invaded  his 
prerogative,  and  he  fhould  be  degraded  by  obeying  them. 

The  tecond  is  the  cafe  of  Mr,  Francis  FowJce,  which  has 
alfQ  been  fully  reported  to  you  by  your  Select  Committee. 
This  gentleman  was  recalled  from  Benares  by  Mr.  Haftings,.  < 

who  declared  that  there  was  no  charge,  nor  the  flighteft  impu- 
tation of  a  chajge  againft  him.  The  Directors  repeatedly 
ordered  him  to  be  re-inftated,  but  to  no  purpofe.  In  their  letter, 
of  the  27th  of  May,  1779,  tney  ^aY»  **  ^e  ^ave  reac*>  w^h 
a  aftonifhment,  your  formal  refolut ion  to  fufpend  the  exe- 
41  cution  of  our  orders  relative  to  Mr.  Francis  Fowke  j  your 

*  Ninth  Report,  page  56. 

"  proceedings 
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ff- proceeding!  at  Urge  arc  sow  before  us;  we  fhall  take 
f  fuch  ujeaiures  as  appear  necefiary  for  preferving  the  au? 
€C  thorky  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors,  and  for  preventing 
**  fuch  inftanpes  of  direct  and  wilful  disobedience  in  our 
€€  feryajajt*  in  time  to  come,"  .  O/vhia  occafion,  the  prin- 
ciple maintained  by  Mrf  Harwell  was,  that  f '  he  nauft  de? 
¥  cline  an  aapiiefcence  in  any  order,  which  had  a  tendency 
**  to  faring  the  Government  into  difrepute*"  . 
.  If  the  Twnpd  gentleman  fays,  thai  thefe  are  inftancea  of 
»o  great  moment,  J  fhall  leave  him  to  fettle  that  queftioa 
with  the  Dire&ors*  Inftead  of  combating  bis  opinion,  I 
jhali  take  the  liberty  of  aflcing  him,  whether  he  feriouily 
jsieans  to  refer  it  to  the  Company's  fervants  to  determine, 
whether  the  orders  they  receive  are  material  or  notf  If  he 
does  I  caqr  venture  to  affure  him,  that  the  latitude  he  allows 
is  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  their  purpofts,  apd  that  they  are 
pot  fo  unreaibnable,  as  to  defire  any  greater* 

The  btffineft  of  cpntrafts  alone  has  opened  a  wide  and 
fertile  field  of  difobedience*  The  fundamental  principle  laid 
siown  by. the  Cqmpany  was,  that  all  contra&s  (hould  be 
annual;  that  the,  Goyerpment  fhoujd  advertife  for  pro- 
posals, and  always  give  a  preference  to  the  Joweft  bidders. 
Thefe  rules,  I  prefume,  would  be  deemed  unexceptionable, 
if  they  did  not  limit  the  patronage  pf  men  in  power  in  In- 
dia,  or  the  prpfits  of  their  friends.  Mr.  Haftings  and  Mr. 
JJarwell  gave  ail  the  contracts  to  perfons  of  their  own 
choice,  on  their  own  terms,  for  five  years  inftead  of  one, 
and  without  advertising  for  propoials.  I  beg  the  learned 
gentleman  will  attend  to  what  the  Directors  therafeWes  have 
feid  upon  the  fubjeft.  In  their  letter  of  the  23d  of  Dtr 
ccmber,  1778,  among  njany  other  obfervations,  they  fay, 

Par.  59.  «'  This  wafte  of  our  property  cannot  be  per* 
**  mitted.  You  *  have  difregarded  our  authority,  and  dif? 
*€  obeyed  our  orders,  in  not  taking  the  loweft  offers.** 
*  77.  "  In  order  to  prevent  the  Company's  money  from 
*  being  thus  given  away  in  future,  we  positively  dired," 
&c»  &c. 

99.  "  With  thefe  materials  before  you,  the  queffion  is 
"  put,  whether  the  contractor's,  tenqs,  or  the  propofals 
i€  of  Mr.  Johnfon,  fhall  be  accepted:  Mr.  Francis,  it* 
*'  drift  conformity  with  the  Company*s  orders,  and  acr 
**  cording  to  cftablifhed  ufage,  was  of  Opinion,  that  the 

♦  Mr.  Haftings  aad  J4r«  Barw«}If 

•  contract 
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*<  contrail  fhotaM  be  advertifed.  ,  Mr.  Barwell  thought  the 

u  prefent  contra&or  had,   the  preceding  year,  ,by  malting 

"  low  propofals  (to  ufe  his  own  phrafe)  ejeftcd  Mr*  John- 

"  fon,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  future  indulgence,  and  there* 

"  fore  he  could  not  hefitate  to  give  his  vote  for  Mr.  John- 

*  fon." 

toe.  "  However  ftrange  Mr,  Barwell's  motive,  fdr 
"  giving  his  vote  for  Mr.  johnfon,  may  appear  to  tis,  we 
u  muft  confefs,  the  Governor  General's  reafons  for  con-* 
"  cur  ring  therein  were  ftill  more  extraordinary.  His  words 
€t  are,  *  I  difapprove  of  publifhing  for  propofals;  this 
"  contrail  is  reduced  too  low  already,  and  will  require  a 
<c  vigilant  attention  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  commanding 
u  officer  of  the  corps  of  the  army,  that  it  iftay  be  duhf 
H  performed  ;'  to  which  he  adds, « that  according  to  the  bra  ' 
"  information  he  had  been  able  to  obtain,  little  profit  would 
<r  be  made  by  the  contraAor,  if  he  did  his  duty." 

10 1*  "  But  although  the  Governor  General  baa  thought 
"  proper  to  exprefs  ib  di vt&  and  pointed  a  difapprobation 

*  of  the  mode  adopted  and    pofitivdy  enjoined    by  the 
"  Company  for  conducing  fo  great    t  branch  of  their 
"  affairs,  as  that  of  the  army  contrail,  we  nevertheless . 
"  adhere  to  the  propriety  of  the  Court's  orders, "  &c.  j 

If  this  part  of  the  fubjefi  (hould  be  thought  to  require 
any  farther  proof  or  explanation,  the  Records  of  the  India 
Houfe  will  furnifh  it  in  abundance.  If  the  learned  gentle* 
man  be  ftill  diffatisfied,  if  he  ftill  has  any  paffion  for  com* 
bat,  I  (hall  leave  him  to  grapple  with  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, j 

I  do  not  perfc&ly  understand  the  learned  gentleman, ' 
when  he  fays,  in  the  fame  breath,  that  Mr.  Haffangs  it  not 
anfwerable  for  the  fecond  Marattah  war,  «•  'though  he  was 
u  greatly  to  blame  for  violating  the  treaty  of  Poorundur." 
The  breach  of  the  treaty  and  the  war  are  one  and  the  fame 
aft.  When  he  broke  the  treaty,  he  created  the  war*  But 
it  feems,  he  did  it  in  compliance  with  inftruftions  from  the 
Court  of  Directors.  Had  that  been  the  faft,  it  would  have 
redounded  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Haftings,  if,  in  that  inftance, 
he  had  treated  their  orders  with  the  fame  difregard  which 
he  did  in  every  other.  He  would  then  have  had  the  real 
merit  of  fupporting  the  permanent  fundamental  principles, 
the  wife  pacific  policy  of  the  India  Company  againft  an 
incidental  order  from  a  flu&uating  Direction*  But  it  is  not 
&•    S'Uft  I  am  not  a  profeffed  advocate  of  the  Court  of 

Dire&ors 
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Directors,  and  they  are  very  well  able  to  defend  themfelves. 
In  this  inftance,  however,  it  is  but  juftice  to  them  to  fay, 
that  they  have  not  been  juftly  accufed.  Firft  of  all,  let  us 
confider  what  the  Company's  acknowledged  fyftem  is.  If  I 
am  not  very  ill  informed,  the  learned  gentleman  himfetf  has 
heretofore  declared,  that  their  written  inftru&ions5  would 
comoofe  a  perfed  code  of  political  wifdom* 

In  the  .very  firft  article  of  their  general  inftru&ions  to 
Bengal,  dated  the  agth  of  March,  1774,  they  fay,  «'  We 
4i  direft,  that  you  fix  your  attention  to  the  prefervation  of 
"  peace  throughout  India,  and  to  the  fecurity  of  the  pof- 
u  ieffions  and  revenues  of  the  Company. " 

In  their  letter  of  the  15th  of  December,  1775,  they  fay, 
•Par.  4.    "  We  difapprove  all  fuch  diftant  expeditions  as 
€€  may  eventuaHy  carry  our  forces  to  any  fituation,  too 
*'  remote  to  admit  of  their  fafe  and  fpeedy  return  to  the 
«'  protection  of  our  provinces,  in  cafes  of  emergency ." 

5.  '«.  We  alfo  utterly  difapprove  and  condemn  offenfive 
*?  wars ;  diftinguifhing,  however,  between  offenfive  mea- 
«c.fures  unnecefiarily  uhdertaken  with  a  view  to  pecuniary 
<c  advantages,  and  .thole  which  thd  prefervation  of  our 
€C  honour,  or .  the  protection  or  fafety  of  Our  poffeffions, 
"  may  render  absolutely  neceflary." 

6.  "  The  attention  paid  by  the  majority  *  to  the  tenor 
"  and   fpirit  of   our    orders  on    this   fubjecl:,     is  highly 

,  "  agreeable  to  us ;  and  it  is  our  moil  pofitive  direction,  that 
,"  no  deviation  from  thofe  orders  be  permitted,  but  upon 
"  the  moft  urgent  and  abiblute  neceifity,  as  that  alone 
"  can  juflify  a  departure  from  them  ;  for  the  profpedt  of 
"  any  advantages,  however  alluring,  can  in  no  wife  be 
**  adequate  to  the  pernicious  confequences  which  muft  re* 
u  fult  from  examples  of  difobedience  to  our  orders,'* 

7.  "  The  fentiments  expreffed  by  the  majority  f,  in  the 
"  thirty-fixth  paragraph  of  their  addrefs,  coincide  exactly 
u  with  our  own  ;  their  determination  to  endeavour  to 
"  maintain  peace  in  India,  and  vigorously  to  defend  our 
"  poflelfions ,  and  allies,  cannot  be  too  much  applauded: 
**  we,   therefore,    ftriftly    enjoin   every    member  "of    our 

Council  to  concur  heartily  in  fuch  meafu res  as  may   be 
neceffary  for  accomplifhiag  thefc  defirable  purpofes." 


re 


*  Clavejring,  Monfon,  and  Francis 
f  Ditto. 


8.  «  We 
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8.  u  We  have  already,   in  our  letter  of  the  third   of 

*  March  I775,  eipreffed  our  extreme  concern,  in  finding 
'  that  our   arms  had  been   employed   in  conquering  the 

*  Rohilla  Country  for  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  difapp roved  the 

*  meafure  ;  and  We  have  no  reafon  to  alter  our  fentimenti 
tC  refpefiting  that  tranfaflion."  t 

In  their  general  inftrucVions  to  the  Cofnmiffioners  Ap- 
pointed in  the  year  1769,  they  fay,  "  In  all  your  treaties 
l<  with  the  country  powers  you  are  to  take  care,  that  - 
"  they  be  fo  framed,  as  neither  immediately  nor  eventually1 
"  to  engage  the  Company  in  any  difputes  betwen  thofe 
u  powers/* 

Thefe  documents,  out  of  a  multitude,  are  fufficient  to 
eftablifh  the.  general  views  and  principles  of  the  Court  of 
Directors,  With  refpeft  to  the  particular  point  in  queftion^ 
it  happens  that  they  gave  a  particular  injunction*  In  a  letter 
•f  the  fourth  of  July,  1777,  they  fay,  "  Though  the  trea-« 
"  ty  (of  Poorundur)  is  not,  on  the  whole,  fo  agreeable  to 
"  us  as  we  could  with,  ftill  we  are  refolved  ftrifily  to  ad- 
"  here  to  it  on  our  parts."  If  the  Directors  could  have s 
been  mad  enough  to  fend  out  orders  to  fet  afxde  thofe*  which 
I  have  recited  to  the  Houfe,  deprivation  of  power  would 
be  but  a  fmall  portion  of  the  puniflimcnt  their  conduft 
would  deferve. 

A  word  or  two  of  perfonal  application  to  the  learned 
gentleman,  and  I  have  done.  I  have  obfervtd  with  con- 
cern, that  his  mind  is  not  fo  perfectly  free  as  it  ought  to 
be  from  uneafy  fenfations.  lie  is  confcious  that,  amidft 
contending  parties,  he  has  done  his  duty  impartially ;  that,  in 
fpeaking  of  Mr.  Haftings,  his  language  had  been  exaclly 
balanced  between  condemnation  and  applaufe ;  that  he  never  ' 
faid  that  Mr.  Haftings  was  either  a  very  good  man  or  a 
very  bad  man  ;  meaning,  as  we  all  do,  the  political  prin- 
ciples of  the  Governor,  not  the  moral  chara&er  of  the 
nun ;  and  that  having  purfued  this  middle,  even  courfe, 
without  the  fmalle£t  inclination  to  either  fide,  he  had  not 
had  the  good  fortune  to  fatisfy  any  body*  This,  indeed,  is 
too  often  the  lot  of  moderate  men  in  violent  times.  But  I 
have  great  pleafure  in  being  able  to  allure  the  learned  gcntle- 
fnan,  that  his  lot  is  directly  the  reverfe  of  what  he  thinks 
it.  Inftead  of  pleating  nobody*  he  has  had  the  wifdom  to 
obferve  a  coftducl,  by  which  every  individual  of  every 
party  has  been  gratified  in  his  turn,  I  fhall  contribute  to 
the  public  fetvice,  if  I  can  affift  in  relieving  him  from  this 
Vol.  XVI,  I  i  ill- 
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ill-founded  apprehenfion.  Hp  cannot  be  difturbed  in  bfi 
application  to  bufinefs,  without  injury  to  the  Public.  To 
remove  one  half  of  his  apprehenfions,  I  need  only  read  to 
him  fome  of  his  own  refolutions  regarding  Mr,  Haftings> 
Which  I  dare  fay  he  has  totally  forgotten. 

•*  Extrafls  from  tbe  Refolutions  of  the  CommUue  of  Sccrea} 
ct  %%tb  May,  1782. 

Refolved,  iJL  cc  That  th*  rcfolution  of  the  majority  of 
4*.  the  Supreme  Council,  on  the  ad  of    February,    1778, 
f<  which,  by  the  death  of  Colonel  Jtfonfon,  was  now  <je 
4€  cied  by  the  cafting  voice  of  the  Governor  General,  had 
"a  ftrong  tendency  to  a  renewal  of  the  Marattah  war." 

3$.  c<  That  the  inftru&ions  and  powers  given  to  Colonel 
"  Goddard  by  the  Supreme  Council,  on  the  5th  of  April, 
u  1779,  *xc<*  on  *cni»  froua  that  time,  the  chief  direction 
c<  and  refponfibility  of  the  wa*  with  the  Marattahs." 

39.  iC  That  it  muft  be  reckoned  among  the  many  ad* 
**  ditional  mifchiefs,  which  have  arifen  chiefly  from  this  im- 
<c  provident  war  with  the  Marat tahs  to  the  Company's 
<c  affairs,  that  the  military  force  of  the  Carnatic  had  been 
46  weakened  by  reinforcements  fent  to  the  Malabar  coafi ; 
"  that  the  Bengal  government  have  been  under  the  Heceffity 
44  of  fupporting  on  their  confines  the  army  of  a  power, 
€*  confederated;  however  involuntarily,  againft  them;  that 
«c  they  have  been  obliged  to  foe  for  the  mediation  of  the 
"  the  fame  power,  (the  Rajah  of  Berar)  have  fiibmitted 
"  to  a  refufal,  and  purchafed  at  leaft  an  uncertain,  becaufe 
"  apparently  an  unauthorifed,  treaty,  on  mod  extravagant 
"  and  di (honourable  conditions,  with  his  fon^  Rajah  Chim- 
€i  najee;  and  finally,  that,  being  burdened  with  the  ex- 
**  pences  of  a  variety  of  diftaftt  expeditions,  while  their 
*c  allies  are  in  diftrefs,  and  their  tributaries  under  oppref- 
4*  fion,  there  is  alfo  an  alarming  deficiency  in  their  own 
c<  refources  of  revenue  and  commerce,  by  the  accumulation 
tc  of  their  debt,  and  the  redu&ion  of  their  inveftment." 

40.  "  That  the  attempt  made  by  the  Government  Gene- 
*■'  ral  in  the  month  of  January,  1781,  to  form  an  engage- 
"  ment  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defenfive,  with  the  Dutch 
"  Eaft- India  Company,  by  the  means,  and  upon  the  terms 
"  ftated  in  the  proceedings  of  their  Council  wasunwar- 
"  ranted,  impolitic,  extravagant,  and  unjuft," 

49.  "That 
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42.  <c  That  the  Goverriiiieht  df  Bengal  had  been  prevt- 

*  oufly  in  pofleffion  of  a  letter  from  the  Duan  of  the  Rajah 
1  of  Berit9  containing  overtures  for  mediation  for  peace  and 
1  alliance  with  the  Peifhwa ;  and  that  this  material  informa- 
'  tion  was  wholly  fupprefled  by  them  in  their  difpatches  to 

*  the  Cdurt  of  Dire&ors,  but  a  copV  of  it  was  fent  by  the 
1  fame  conveyance  to  the  private  agent  of  Mr.  Haftings ; 
'  and  that,  in  thus  neglecting  to  make  immediate  commu- 
c  nicatioft  to  the  Court  of  Directors  of  fuch  important  in* 

*  teliigence,  the  Government  General  appear  to  hav6  failed 
1  in  an  eflential  part  of  their  duty/' 

Refolved,  *«  That  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  Governor  Ge* 
1  neral  in  Bengal,  and  WiJliam  Hornby,  Efq.  Prefident  of 
'  the  Council  at  Bombay,  Having,  in  fundry  inftances, 
'  a6led  in  a  manner  repugnant  to  the  honour  and  policy  of 

*  this  nation,  and  thereby  broughtgreat  calamities  on  India, 
1  and  enormous  expences  on  the  Eaft-India  Company,  it  is 
{  the  duty  of  the  Directors  of  the  faid  Company,  to  purfue 
1  all  legal  and  effectual  mearis  for  the  removaj  of  the  faid 
1  Governor  General  and  Prefideftt  from  their  faid  offices, 
1  and  to  recal  them  to  Great  Britain/' 

This,  Sir,  f  conceive,  is  not  the  language  of  a  man  very 
nuch  undecided  in  his  opinion,  or  who  nefitates  between  the 
ixtremes  of  cenfure  and  approbation.  If  it  be,  I  fhould  be 
jlad  to  know  in  what  terms  the  learned  gentleman  would 
ixprefs  hrmfelf  when  he  ferioufly  intended  to  condemn?  — 
[  can  aflure  him,  that  1  am  not  acquainted  with  any.man, 
"0  hoftiie  to  Mr.  Haftings,  as  not  to  be  contented  with  this 
lefcriptioh  t>f  his  conduct.  So  peremptory  and  decided  is 
he  condemnation  exprefled  in  thefe  Refolutibns,  that  feveral 
if  my  friends  in  India  concluded  they  had  been  drawn  up  by 
rae — Knowing  nothing  of  the  ftate  of  men  and  things  iri 
this  country',  they  drew  their  conclufion  from  the  know- 
ledge they  had  of  my  opinions,  and  from  that  very  charac- 
ter of  decifion,  which  is  ftamped  on  the  face  of  the  Refolu- 
tions,  and  which  the  learned  gentleman  thinks  it  prudent  to 
iifclaim.  Thfe  fondnefs  and  a£plau&  with  which  he  has 
lately  fpoken  of  Mr.  Haftings,  have  compleatly  reconciled 
him  to  that  gentleman's  friends.  All  parties  now  have  been 
htisfied  in  fucceffion;  and  in  this  fenfe,  1  confefs  the  learned 
gentleman  h&s  been  impartial.  His  cenfure  and  applaufe 
are  diftributed  with  an  equal  hand,  and  fo  the  account  is 
balanced. 

I  told  my  Indiafi  friends,  in  return  to  their  letters,  that  I 

indeed  had  no  concerto .  in  the  matter,  but  that  the  bufinefs 
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was  happily  undertaken  by  a  man  of  great  induftry.  of  emi- 
nent ability,  and  unexampled  per  fe  vera  nee,  who,  J  was  fore, 
would  carry  it  through.  Of  his  induflry  and  ability,  my 
Opinion  is  the  fame }  hut  I  am  forced  to  acknowledge,  that 
perfeverance  fuch  as 'his,  is  not  without  example  — Other 
men  are  obliged  to  employ  their  talents  in  one  line,  and  di- 
reSt  their  efforts  to  one  objeft,-  and,  even  with  this  limit* 
tion,  it  is  well  if  they  fucceed  —  TJie  learned  gentleman's 
abilities  are  not  fo  narrowly  confined  —  He  carries  the  ap- 
plication of  them  to  every  extreme,  and  equally  fucceeds  in 
exerting  them  in  every  dire&ion. 

MfvPpwys.  Mr.  Powys  rofe  next,  and  began  with  declaring,  that  be 
did  not  mean  to  touch  upon  any  of  the  local  topics  that  had 
been  gone  into  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  jail 
fat  down ;  they  certainly  were  fit  to  be  fpoken  to  by  thofe 
who  from  having  had  a  fhare  in  the  tranfadions  to  which 
they  alluded,  mpft  neceflarily  feel  anxious  that  they  Should 
be  rightly  underftood.  Mr.  Powys  faid,  he  wiflied  to  aflign 
his  reafons  for  voting  with  the  gentlemen  who  had  fpokea 
againft  the  prefent  queftion,  although  he  was  free  to  declare, 
he  approved  of  the  prefent  bill,  and  was  ready  to  vote  for  it 
if  no  farther  alteration  or  amendment  could  be  obtained. 
Mr.  Powys  then  ftated,  in  a  very  candid  way,  what  the  parts 
pf  the  bill  were  that  gave  him  moft  fatisfa&ion,  and  what 
pthers  he  thought  might  ftill  be  corre&ed.  He  faid,  he  faw 
no  claufe  obliging  the  Directors  to  obey  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol. He  alfo  pointed  out  fome  other  particulars  worth  a 
jittle  farther  difcuffion. 

Afr.Wraxall  Mr,  Wraxall  rofe  to  alk  a  few  queftions,  which,  he  faid, 
would  npt  take  up  many  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe. 
Firft,  he  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  Directors  were  or 
were '  not  debarred  by  the  bill  from  fending  out  lieutenants 
and  volunteers  in  their  marjne,  as  well  as  cadets  and  writers 
in  their  military  and  civil  feryice  ?  The  Company's  marine 
in  India  he  ftated  to  be  very  large,  and  to  contain  a  number 
pf  frigates  and  Aips  of  war.  The  bill  did  not  feem  to  take 
any  cognizance  of  thefe,  or  to  know  that  theyexifted  — 
What  then  was  the  view  and  intent  of  the  bilj  in  that  claufe? 
Secondly,  In  the  High  Court  of  Judicature  to  be  erefled, 
and  to  which  powers  fo  new  to  the  Con  fti  tut  ion  were  dele- 
gated, from  which,  likewife,  there  was  no  appeal  to  any  other 
court,  could  no  new  trial  be  granted  in  cafe  pf  an  iniquitous, 
fevere,  or  unjuft  fentence?  This,  he  faid,  was  a  very  impor- 
tant point  —  He  ftated  a  cafe  of  a  perfon  who  ihoald  have 

been 
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teen  feverely  and  harflily  treated,  and  fhould  not  he,  he  faid, 
liave  a  new  trial  allowed  him?  —  Thirdly,  he  (aid,  he  was 
lorry  to  fee  the  fan£tion  of  the  Iegiflature  given  by  the  bill  to 
an    inftitution,  big,  in  his  opinion,  with  pernicious  confe- 

2uences;  he  meant  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at 
Calcutta.  He  referred  to  the  condemnation  thrown  on 
that  Supreme  Court  by  the  Select  and  Secret  Committees—. 
He  regretted  that  their  opinions  fhould  be  fo  much  contra-* 
di£ted  by  the  prefent  bill  —  He  mentioned  Mr.  Haftings's 
able,  judicious,  and  falutary  conduct,  in  Hopping  the  violent 
proceedings  of  that  Supreme  Court,  which  was  on  the  point 
of  involving  Bengal  and  all  our  dominions  in  every  fort  of v 
anarchy,  internal  difcord,  and  civil  war.  He  admired  the 
entire  abolition  of  that  Supreme  Court  —  Laftly,  he  men- 
tioned the  very  dangerous  nature  of  introducing  the  word 
**  Ireland."  He  faid,  he  was  fure  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  rectitude  of  intention,  and  enlargement  of  mind, 
would  never  induce  him  intentionally  to  do  any  thing  which 
could  excite  alarm  and  difquietude.  He  adverted  to  the 
critical  and  delicate  ftate  of  that  country,  and  to  the  alarm 
in  their  minds  which  it  would  be  wife  and  judicious  not  to 
heighten  or  increafe* 

The  Solicitor  General  (Mr.  Macdonald)  rofe  to  defend  the  The  Solid, 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at  Calcutta;  declaring  that,  torGcnerai. 
upon  the  whole,  he  was  convinced  the  inftitution  of  that 
tribunal  had  been  attended  with  beneficial  confequences — 
Mr.  Solicitor  alfo  anfwered  Mr.   Wraxall's  queftion  about 
Ireland,  and  aflured  him  he  might  let  his  fears  and  his  alarms 
fubfide,  for  the  matter  alluded  to,  viz.  the  fending  over  a 
power  to  examine  witnefles,  was  a  very  common  cafe,  and 
what  was  pra&ifed  every  day  without  any  one's  being  fo 
idle  as  to  take  offence  at  it.  Having  faid  this,  he  took  notice 
of  what  Mr.  Francis  had  faid  of  the  trial  of  Meffrs.  Stratton, 
Floyer,  and  Brooke,  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  on  the 
fubjedl  of  the  imprifonment  of  Lord  Pigot*    Mr.  Solicitor 
declared,  he  differed  completely  from  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, as  to  that  trial.     That  it  was  in  his  mind  an  in- 
ftance  rather  that  a  jury  could  err,  than  that  the  court  had 
done  wrong  in  paffing  fo  light  a  fentence.     The  evidence 
was  fo  equally  balanced,  that  he  declared,  had  he  been  a 
juryman,  he  fhould  have  been  more  puzzled  than  ever  he  was 
in  his  life,  which  way  he  ought  to  have  decided  how  the  ver- 
dict fhould  go.     With  regard  to  the  new  judicature,  and 
the  complaints  fome  gentlemen  made,  that  it  was  not  to  be 

a  triaj     ' 
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a  trial  by  jury,  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  recbl!e&,  that  it  was 
not  barely  the  being  chofen  by  lot  that  made  a  juryman 
and  conftituted  his  cnaradrer;  as  effential  a  chara&erlftic  was 
his  going  into  his  box,  and  remaining  there  locked  up  till  he 
had  given  a  verdi&  :  and  the  reafon  of  this  being  deemed  fb 
important  a  part  of  the  conftittition  of  an  Englifh  juror,  was 
its  keeping  him  a  diftin£t  member  df  fociety  for  the  time, 
and  preferring  his  mind  fixed  to  the  merits  of  the  cafe  before 
him,  and  free  from  prejudice  of  any  kind  whatever  —  Ttfowr 
it  did  fo  happen,  that  in  all  human  probability,  the  trials  of 
offenders  of  a  defcription  that  came  within  the  purvieu  of  the 
claufes  of  the"  bill  that  went  to  the  inftitution  of  the',  new 
tribunal,    would,    in    ninety-nine  out   of  a  hundred,    laft 
more  than  one  day,  many  perhaps  more  than  a  week,  and 
fome  more  than  a  month.     Let  gentlemen  think,  therefore, 
but  for  a  moment  on  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  a fk  them- 
selves, if  common  jurymen,  who  though  perfeftly  honeft 
and  refpetStable  men,  were  neverthelefs  always  chofen  out  of 
the  mafs  of  mankind,  were  fit  to  have  fuch  caufes  brought 
before  them  ?~  A  man,  who  might  go  into  a  common*  ale- 
houfe,  pending  a  trial,  and  make  a  porter-club  converfation 
of  the  evidence  before  him,  furely  was  rfot  a  fit  perfpn  to  be 
the  juror  of  fuch  an  important  iubjecSr. :  the  neteffity  of  the 
cafe  then  proving  fuch,  that  a  new  tribunal  muft  be  infti- 
tuted,  the  queftion  merely  was,  what  fort  of  a  court  ihbuld 
be  conftituted?  The  fort  of  court  the  bill  authorifed  was, 
in  his  mind,  that  of  all  others  the  moft  refpe&able,  rtioft 
informed,  and  moft  to  be  relied  on  for  candour,  liberality, 
and  juflice. 
Sir  George       Sir  George  Howard  role  to  anfwer  the  appeal  to  military 
Howard.     tnen  tnat  ha<j  been  made  by  Mr.  Francis,  relative  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  in  India  fuperfeding  the  Commander 
in  Chief  at  either  of  the  prefidencies  of  Madras  or  Bombay, 
whenever  he  happened  to  vifit  either  of  thofe  places,  and 
take  his  feat  at  the  Council.     Sir  George  faid,  it  was,  and 
always  had  been,  the*  uniform  pra&ice  ofthe  military,  for  the 
fuperior  officer  to  fuperfede  his  inferior,  whenever  he  happened 
to  come  where  an  inferior  officer  was — Sir  George  declared, 
he  regarded  the  prefent  as  a  moft  important  bill ;  that  he  had 
the  honour  to  have  beert  a  member  of  the  Secret  Comniitteei 
that  he  had  turned  his  thought*  very  attentively  to  the  con- 
fideration  ofthe  fubje&,  and  ftiould  vote  for  the  prefent  bill, 
from  a  prefumption,  that  it  was  worth  trying  as  an  experi- 
ment, and  would  be  productive  of  goo<l  eoftfequences.  — 

Witfc 
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With  regard  to  the  new  court  of  judicature,  Sir  George 
reminded  gentlemen  of  what  had  happened  on  a  late  attempt 
at  parliamentary  profecution,  and  the  difgraceful  manner  in 
which  the  Home  had  been  three  or  four  times  counted  out, 
in  order  to  {hew  the  neceffity  for  fome  new  tribunal's  being 
inftituted ;  and  he  declared,  he  thought  the  fort  of  court  the 
bill  would  authorife,  every  way  adapted  to  the  purpofe. 

Major  Scott  faid  «—  I  am  lo  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  Major  tote 
very  great  indulgence  which  I  have  repeatedly  experienced 
from  the  Honfe,  that  I  {hall  not  pre  fume  to  prefs  myfelf 
farther  upon  your  notice,  than  merely  to  make  a  few  obfer- 
vations  upon  two  or  three  of  the  claufes  which  have  been 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr. 
Francis)  and  which  I  conceive  are  ftri&ly  applicable  to  the 
prefent  queftion. 

The  firft  claufe  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  re* 
marked  upon,  is  that  which  enjoins  the  Dire&ors  to  fix  a 
fair  and  equitable  tribute  to  be  paid  in  future  by  the  feveral 
Rajahs,  zemindars,  and  landholders  in  India.  Sir,  I  moft 
highly  approve  of  the  wife  and  humane  fpirit  which  breathes 
through  this  claufe  as  it  now  ftands  — *  But  furely  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  does  not  mean  to  fay,  that  in  no  poflible 
cafe  fliall  we  exa&  beyond  a  certain  ftipulated  fum  from  the 
Rajahs  or  zemindars  in  India*  The  hon.  gentleman  knows  « 
that  cemiffions  of  rent  are  frequently  granted,  either  from 
a  dry  feafon  or  floods,  or  various  other  kcaufes  which  may 
tend  to  diminifh  the  annual  crop,  or  render  the  feafon  unfa- 
vourable. By  the  conftitution  of  that  country,  a  war  ra- 
ging there,  or  any  other  public  calamity  befalling  the  govern- 
ment, may  juftify  it  in  demanding  exa&ions  beyond  the  fti- 
pulated rent  of  the  land*  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
alluded  to  the  cafe  of  Cheyt  Sing ;  but  he  knows,  that  by 
the  conftitution  of  the  Mogul  empire,  Cheyt  Sing,  and  his 
father,  Rulwant  Sing,  not  only  paid  the  ftipulated  annual  rent 
for  their  zemindary  to  their  former  fovereign,  Sujah  Dowlah, 
b\tf  whenever  his  forces  took  the  field,  they  either  joined 
their  quota  of  troops,  to  his  army,  or  they  commuted  the 
fejf  vice  by  the  payment  of  a  fum  of  money.  This  was  ac- 
curately ftated  in  evidence  to  the  Seleft  Committee  by 
Lieutenanti-colonel  Harpur,  long  before  the  revolution  at 
Bpna*e§  took  place. 

When  intilligence  of  the  war  in  Europe  was  received  at 
Bengal,  the  Supreme  Council,  of  which  the  honourablegen- 
tleman  was  a  worthy  member,  determined  to  increafe  their 

army 
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army  by  confiderablc  levies,  and  tbey  thought  it  equitable  to 
fmpofe  upon  Cheyt  Sing  his  proportion  of  this  additional 
expence.     In  this  refolution  the  honourable  gentleman  con- 
curred, and  it  was  fixed  at  five  lacks  of  rupees  ;  nor  vras  it 
then  conceived,  that  this  demand  was  not  in  ftridi  conformity 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Mogul  empire.     The  demand  was 
repeated  the  two  following  years,  and  enforced  by  military  ex- 
,    ecution.     Intelligence  of  this  demand,  and  of  the  meafures 
taken  to  enforce  it,  was  regularly  fent  to  the  Court  of  Di* 
rectors,  and,  of  courfe,  communicated  to  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters,  without  producing  a  word  of  difapprobation.     To 
this  demand,    Sir,   we  may  fairly  attribute  the  revolution 
which  fubfequently  happened  at  Benares  —  but  though  the 
Secret  Committee,  in  their  Sixth  Report,  did  mention  theft 
transactions,  in  their  general  detail  of  the  events  which  hap-, 
pened  in  Bengal,  yet  they  did  not  feem  to  think  the  conduct: 
of  the  Supreme  Council  to  Cheyt  Sing  reprehenfible,  for  they 
merely  relate  the  facts  in  their  Reports,  and  though  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  been  able  to  quote  fome  refolution* 
of  cenfure  againft  the  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  the  ad- 
ditional demand  upon  Cheyt  Sing,  for  the  increased  military 
eitablifhment>  neither  excited  the  cenfure  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, the  Court  of  Directors,  nor  the  Legislature,  until 
accounts  were  received  of  the  arjeft  of  the  perfon  of  Cheyt 
Sing,  and    the  fubf^quent  events  at  Benares*     What  I  beg 
again  to  repeat,  Sir,  is  this,  that  it  was  to  a  refolution  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  his  affent,  that  we  are 
to  attribute  the  infurrection  at  Benares  ;  that  Cheyt  Sing  re- 
filled a  demand  from  our  Government,  which  was  made  in 
ilrict  compliance  with  the  conftitutfon  of  the  Mogul  empire, 
and  he  had  complied  with  demands  of  a  fimilar  nature  from 
Sujah  Dowlah,   his  former  Sovereign.     I  go  along  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  completely,  when  heexpreffes  his  wilh, 
that  the  rents  and  tributes  paid  to  the  Company  fhould  be 
fixed.     I  would,  by  no  means,  wifh  that  the  revenues  fhould 
be  collected  with  rigour  or  feverity  ;  and,  if  they  are  now  too 
high,  remiffions  ihould  undoubtedly  be  granted ;  but  furely 
it  will  not  be  neceffary  that  the  government  in  India  fhould 
be  fo  tied  down,  that  under  no  poflible  cafe,  they  are  to  re- 
quire a  contribution  of  grain,  cattle,  or  money,  when  their 
very  exiftence  in  India  may  depend  upon  their  procuring  fucb 
aids. 

The  next  claufe  the  honourable  gentleman  has  mentioned 
is  relative  to  prefents.  They  arc  now  ordered  to  be  aboliiheA; 

and 


A.  1784.  t>   £    B    A    T   £    S.  144 

and  the  only  confluence  that  will  fellow,  will  be  this*  ' 
that  the  Company  in  Bengal  will  pay  eight  or  nine  thoufan4 
pounds  a  year  more  than  they  now  dp,  under  the  head  of  Dur- 
bar charges.  The  honourable  gentleman  knows  very  well, 
that  when  he  firft  arrived  in  Bengal,  Mr.  Haflings  took  th? 
fenfeof  the  Board  upon  the  fubjeS.  They  dire&ed,  that  a? 
the  executive  officer  of  the  Government,  he  fhould  continue 
to  receive  thofe  complimentary  nuzzers,  and  carry  them  to  » 

the  Company's  account,  which  he  has  invariably  done,  an4 
they  hive  been  fet  againft  the  eXpences  Incurred  under  th^ 
head  of  Dunbar  charges  and  fecret  fervice  money. 

Another  claufe,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  approve^ 
and  in  which  I  heartily  agree  with  him,  is  that  which  con- 
demns all  fchemes  of  conqueft  and  extention  of  dominion  j 
and  he  has  taken  ail  opportunity  of  going  pretty  much  at 
length  into  the  Rohilla  war,  upon  wfiich  Ihope,  with  the  in-, 
diligence  i>f  the  Houfe,  to  be  permitted  to  fay  a  few  words. 
Sir,  the  Rohilla  war  was  not  Mr.  Haftings's  war— J  fey,  the 
foundation  of  the  Robilla  war  was  laid  in  meafures  which 
Mr.  Haftings  had  no  concern  in,  and  difapproved,  as  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  wilt  find,  if  be  confults  the  records  a* 
carefully  as  I  have  done*  Mr,  Haflings  plan  was  that  of 
peace  and  ceconomy ;  but  before  he  fueceeded  to  the  govern- 
ment, the  Commander  in  Chief?  Sir  Robert  Barker,  had  actu- 
ally ordered  the  frontier  brigade  to  march  into  Sujah  Dow- 
lah's  country,  to  affift  in  repelling  an  invafion  of  the  Ma- 
rattans,  and  he  was  guarantee  to  a  treaty  concluded  between 
Sujah  Dowlah  and  the  Rohillas,  by  which  the  latter  were  en- 
gaged to  pay  the  former  forty  lacks  of  rupees,  fhould  the 
Marattab*6  be  driven;  out  of  their  country,  which  they  had 
then  invaded,  or  had  threatened  to  invade.  Sir,  it  was  this 
treaty  which  produced  the  Rohilla  war.  Our  part  of  the  en- 
gagement was  faithfully  performed,  I  was  vl  Lieutenant  upon 
the  fervice — we  marched  from  Dinapore,  joined  the  army  of 
the  Vixier  and  the  Rohillas,  and  drove  the  Marattahs  acrofs 
the  Ganges,  and  returned  to  Bengal,  when  the  rains  fet  in. 
In  thu  courfe  of  this  fervice,  Sir  Robert  Barker  wrote  tbe  fpl- 
lowing  letter  to  Mr.  Haftings  and  the  Seleft  Committee : 

March  2q,   1773. 

*  Tpokajee  Holkaf  crofled  the  Ganges,  with  an  intent  to 
M  feize  and  carry  off  the  Rohilla  Haffez  Rhaiput  Cawn,  who 
v  has  been  carrying  Cm  the  fame  double  dealings  as  heretofpre 
u  pra&ifed  by  the  treadtetous  fedt." 

Vol.  XVI.  Kk  March 
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March  ±4,  1773. 
"  Yefterday  I  had  a  vifit  from  Haffez  Rhamut,  and  his 
*'  Exce^ncy  the  Vizier,  when  the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of 
**  the  kohilla  were  debated.  The  coming  in  of  Haffez  has 
u  affuaged  his  Excellency  a  good  deal,  and  upon  condition 
€i  of  the  Rohlllas  immediately  clearing  off*the,laft  Jeir*s 
€t  treaty  of  forty  lacks  of  rupees,  it  has  been  determined  to 
"  afford  their  families  and  country  proteflion  from  the  ra- 
"  vages  of  the  Matattahs,  of  which  the  Nabob  is  to  pay 
<*  the  Company  twenty  lacks  for  the  part  they  will  take  in 
"  his  protection.  But  in  the  default  of  the  fulfilling  of  the 
u  agreement  by  the  Rohillas,  his  Excellency  agrees  to  pay 
u  tne  fum  of  tafty  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  Company,  for  their 
"  aid  in  putting  him  in  poflefiion  of  the  Rohilla  diftri&s, 
"  commonly  known  by  the  territories  of  Ha£ez  Rbarnut." 

Thefe  were  the  General's  reprefentations.    The  Rohilla* 
refufejl  to  pay  the  forty  lacks ;  they  attempted  to  explain 
away  that  treaty  of  1772,  to  which  the  General  was  gua- 
1  rantee,  and  the  Rohilla  war  was  the  confequence.     The  ho- 

nourable gentleman  knows,  that  the  Rohillas  were  not  a  na- 
tion originally  inhabiting  that  country  5  they  have  not  been 
forty  years  in  pofleffion  of  it,  and  the  Hindoos,  the  Abori- 
gines of  the  country*  have  never  been  difturbed  in  their 
pofleffions. 
.  Here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fet  the  honourable  gentleman 

right  in  point  of  fa6h  He  fays,  when  he  arrived  in  Bengal, 
we  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Rohillas*  This,  Sir,  I 
deny;   the  Rohilla  peace. was  figned  the  6th  of  O&ober, 

.  1 7  74,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  arrived  the  18th.  From 
that  day  to  this  we  have  not  had  an  enemy  in  our  pro- 
vinces. And  I  again  repeat,  Sir,  that  the  plan  of  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  was  that  of  peace  and  occonomy  ;  that  he  disapproved 
originally  of  employing  the  Company's  forces  beyond  the 
Carumnaffa ;  but  when  it  was  unavoidable,  from  plans  adopt- 
ed before  his  arrival  in  Bengal,  he  fixed  a  fubfidy  which 
fhould  defray  the  expence  incurred,  and  he  would  not  con- 

\  fent  to  keep  an  army  in  Oude,  and  to  pay  it,  as  had  been 
the  pradtice  of  five  years,  by  the  exportation  of  fpecie  from 
Bengal.  But  admitting  for  a  moment  that  Mr.  Haftings 
was  the  author  of  the  Rohilla  war,  is  this  a  time  for  taking 

.  up  the  fubje£t  ?  Has  not  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  rib- 
band propofed,  and  has  not  the  Legiflature  of  this  kingdom 

'  three  feveral  times  apjpointed  Mr.  Haftings  to  be  the  Gover- 
nor General  of  Bengal,  with  full  and  complete  knowledge  of 

every 
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every  circumftance  attending  that  war.  I  only  now,  there- 
fore, fliall  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  perfectly  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  the  true  fvflem  for  India  is  that 
of  peace  and  oeconomy,  and  it  is  the  iyftem  of  the  Governor 
General  and  Council. 

The  next  point,  and  the  laft  I  fhall  prefutne  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  upon,  is  the  Marattah  war  ;    and  I  confefs  that  I 
am  perfectly  aftoniihed,  when  I  hear  gentlemen  who  have        *    " 
had  complete  mfornjation  before  them,  impute  that  war  to 
Mr.  Haftings.    I  am  fure  I  can  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  in 
the  blue  ribband,   who  knows  every  ftep  taken  in  India  and 
in  Europe  which  produced  the  wan    The  noble  Lord  muft 
recoiled  the  intelligence   which  was   tranftnitted  by  Mri 
Elliot  (whofe  lofs  every  perfon  who  had  the  happinefs  of 
knowing  him  moft  fmcerely  deplores)  to  Mr.  Haftings  and 
Sir  John  Clavering.      The  noble  Lord  muft   know,  that 
with  that  information  before  Mr.  Haftings,  confirmed  as  it 
was   by  the   appearance  of    Monfieur  de  Saint  Lubin  at 
Poonah,  who  publicly  delivered  a  letter  to  the  Peifhwa  from 
the  French  King,  and  intelligence  alfo  from  various  othet 
channels,  it  would  have  been  'criminal  not  to  have  a6led. 
Sir,  it  was  avowedly  to  counteraft  the  defigns  formed  by 
the  French,  that  Mr.  Haftings  propofed  originally  to  fupport 
Ragoba;  and  he  was  fully  warranted  to  do  fo  by  the  Com- 
pany's orders,    as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  below 
(Mr,  Dundas)  very  juftly  ftated  upon  a  former  occafion.     I 
beg  to  call  to  the'  recolle&ion  of  the  Houfe  what  was  the 
confequeoce  of  thofe  meafures,  when  they  were  known  in 
England.    The  defigns  of  marching  a  detachment,  of  coun- 
teracting the  defigns  of  the  French  at  Poonah,  and  of  fup- 
porting  Ragoba,  was  known  in  England  the  latter  end  of 
July  1778,    In  the  following  month  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  CourtL-of  Dire£k6rs,  with  the  approbation  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters,    fignified  to  them   by  Lord  Weymouth, 
tranftnitted  orders  to  India,  in  which  they  fay,  that  the  con- 
du£t  of  their  governments  refpefting  the  French  had  their 
fulleft  approbation.    In  a  fubfequent  letter,  the  Diredors 
exprefled  their  approbation  of  the  march  of  the  Bengal  de- 
tachment acrofs  the  continent  of  India.      With  the  full 
knowledge  of  thefe  fa&s,  knowing  too  that  fince  they  were 
public  in  England,  the  noble  Lord  has  three  feveral  times 
propofed  Mr.  Haftings  to  be  continued  Governor  General  of 
Bengal,  and  the  Legiflature  has  three  feveral  times  appointed 
him  to  that  high  office  :  I  fay,  Sir,  with  a  knowledge  of  thefe 

K  k  2  fafls, 
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fa<5U,  how  the  noUe  Lord,  or  any  other  gentleman  convex 
{ant  m  the  affairs  of  India*  can  now  blame  Mr.  Halting*  for 
the  part  he  took  in  the  Marattah  difputes,  is  to  tne  rooft: 
aftpniJhing  ;  it  is  ftill  more  fo  that  any  gentleman  can  fay, 
who  has  read  any  thing  which  has  been  written  on  the  fub-> 
jed,  that  Mr.  Haftings  was  the  author  of  the  fecoad  Ma- 
rattah war. 
Mr,  3HerI- .  Mr,  Shtridan  remarked,  that  if  gentlemen  on  either  fide  of 
tifc  the  Houfe  went  from  the  cnjeftloii,  and  were  only  mindful 

of  charging  perfons  in  India  with  peculation,  and  defending 
their  own  condu&,  or  proving  that,  although  they  had  been 
delinquents,  there  were  flill  greater  than  themfelves*  them 
would  be  no  end  to  the  bufinefs,  and  the  Houfe  wonld  refer 
the  hearing  to  a  new  judicature,  as  well  as  their  trial;  there** 
fore  he  hoped  to  hear  no  more"  deviations,  but  that  gentle- 
men woula  ftick  to  the  queftion,  and  point  out  their  oh* 
Je&ions  to  the  bill,  and  not  to  jthe  perfons  that  had  been  the 
occasion  of  its  being  made.  He  then  noticed,  that  the  hill 
had  been  fo  altered,  To  mangled,  and  fo  transformed,  that  k 
did  not  appear  like  the  lame  bill.  Indeed,  it  oqght  not  to  be 
called  an  alteration*  hut  a  total  transformation,  difierent 
l>oth  in  objeft  and  principle  to  the  former  hill ;  and  the  £lence 
of  the  two  right  honourable  gentlemen  {Pitt  and  JDugdas) 
was  to  him  proof  that  they  Jaw  the  neceffity  of  a  rercommifrt 
jnent ;  but  if  that  was  not,  the  very,  appearance  in  the  Brffc 
<page  of  the  new  printed  bill  wasj  for  there  hy'  the  references, 
at  was  plain,  that  twenty-one  new  claufes  were  added,  which 
were  to  he  known  by  the  letters  ABCDE^FGHIKL 
>IN  OP  QJfc  STVW;  therefore  it  was  to  be  hoped 
jjbme  gentlemen  would  add  three  more  claufes  for  X  Y  Z, 
to  make  the  alphabet  -complete,  which  would  thenierveas  a 
Jwn-book  for  the  prefeut  Miniftry.  The  old  claufes  now 
left  out  were  referred  to,  and  known  hy  being  in  hh*ck  letter 
at  the  bottorn  of  the  column,  where  to  be  tine  they  Hood 
}n  mourning  for  the  folly  of  their  parents,  and  pointed  oat 
the  flovenly  manner  in  which  the  bill  was  originally  ,drawn, 

Sotwithitanding  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Sir  G. 
toward)  in  the  red  ribband,  had  jpaifed  It  for  its  accuracy  ; 
accurate  it  could  not  be,  when  twenty-one  new  claufes  wese 
added,  and  the  reft  totally  altered  in  the  Committee*     As  a 

(>roof  that  it  was  neceflary  to  re-commit  the  i)iU  for  the 
lonqur  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  convince  them  by  reading  a 
part  of  one  of  the  clauieSj  wherein  a  dead  perfon  was  togrje 
.  fcn  accgunt  how  he  come  by  certain  papers;   he  Am  .rerd, 

"  Tb« 


A.  i?8*  #J>  E    B'A.T    B  &  3531 

««  That  papers  containing  the  accdimts  of  their  efielts  vera 
"  to  be  feat  to  His  Majefty  in  his  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
"  and  under  the  feals  of  two  or  more  Judges  of  the  fatd  Su* 
"  preme  Court ;  and  one  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  the  faid 
"  Supreme  Court  (hall  deliver  the  fame  to  the  agent  or 
"  ageatt  of  the  party  or  parties  requiring  the  fame,  which 
"  laid  agent  or  agents  (or,  in  cafe  of  his  or  their  death*  the 
«  perfcm  into  whofe  hands  the  fame  JhaUcome)  fhaU  deliver 
"  the  lame  to  one  of  the  clerks  in  Court,  of  His  Majefty'a 
"  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  the  public  office,  and  make 
"  oath,  that  he  received  tlie  fame  from  the  hands  of  one  or 
"  more  of  the  Judges  of  fuch  Court:  in  India;  or,  if  fuch 
"  agent  be  dead,  in  what  manner  the  fame  came  into  his 
<"  bands/' 

The  honourable  gentleman  read  a  variety  of  other  claufes, 
and  pointed  out  wherein  they  were  worded  fo  as*  in  his 
mind,  to  be  perfect  nonfenfe  ;  and  declared,  that  he  never 
would  confent  to  fuffer  the  firft  principles  of  die  Conftitu- 
tion  to  be  violated  to  anfwer  any  expediency  whatever :  but 
probably  the  reafon  of  inftitnting  a  new  Court  of  Judicature 
was  to  give  employment  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  0undas)  and  feme  others,  whofe  places,  by  their  own    ' 
accounts,  were  JGaecvrres  ^  therefore  it  was  on  the  principle 
that  mothers  gave  play  things  to  their  children*  merely  to 
keep  them  out  of  mifchief ;  if  fo,  he  had  no  objection,  and 
made  not  the  leaft  doUbt  but  ftriclfc  juftioe  would  be  done, 
as  their  integrity  had  been  "tried  on  other  occafions.    He 
particularly  pointed  out  the  abfurdity  of  a  claufe  relative  to 
the  Secret  Council,  and  remarked,  that  the  whole  bill  evi- 
dently appeared  as  if  the  two  contending  parties,  the  Crown 
and  Company,  had  endeavoured  to  over-reach  each  other. 
The  Company  remonfttated  againft  the  firft  bill,  becaufc 
orders  were  to  he  tranfmitted  to  India  without  their  confent, 
fcnd  infifted  on  the  right  of  fome  of  their  Directors  being 
acquainted  with  all  matters  before  they  were  difpatchcd ; 
toplfcafe  them,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fuffered 
them  tq  have  a  Secret  Committee  of  three  Directors  ;   but 
^he  Company  were  not  a  bit  nearer;,  for  tbofe  three  Direc- 
tors were  fworo  not  to  divulge  any  thing  done  in  council  4 
of  oourfe  they  muft  cut  a  ridiculous  figure ;  for  they  might 
bepreieni  at  a  Court  of  DiTeftors,  and  fe*  and  hear  mea- 
fores  carrying  on,  and  regulations  making,  diametrically 
tf(k)fuc  to  what  they  knew  had  been  determined  on  in 

council! 
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council,  and  by  their  oaths  were  debarred  from  giving  any 
other  information  than  a  nod  or  a  wink  acrofs  the  table,  or 
a  grave  ihake  of  the  head,  to  intimate  they  knew  fometbing 
which  they  dare  not  divulge.  He  then,  pointed  out  the 
chafe  that  obliges  the  Company  to  tranfmit  all  papers  to  tht 
v  Secretary  of  State  and  Council  for  thtit  approbation  pre* 

\ious  to  their  being  fent  to  Iodia,  and  remarked  on  the  dif- 
ficulty that  Would  accrue  from  the  alterations  made  by  each 
party  :  .but  what  was  curious,  was  the  wording  of  the  next 
claufe  to  it,  which  began,  «•  For  the  better  difpatch'of  bufi~ 
"  nefs,  &c.  be  it  enafted,  that  in  cafe  of  any  alteration 
4*  being  made,  the  Company  might  be  at  liberty  to  fend  it 
"  back  again  to  be  reconfidered ;  and  in  cafe  of  their  not 
u  meeting  with  redrefs,  then  they  might  be  at  liberty  to 
"  refer  to  the  King  in  Council,"  who,  in  fa&,  was  the 
fame  tribunal  they  had  appealed  to  twice  before  :  finely  that 
was  a  curious  method  of  difpatch,  to  keep  fending  back* 
wards  and  forwards  a  paper  alternately,  and  which  might 
never  be  approved. 

He  dwelt  much  on  the  rapacity  and  other  improper  con- 
duit of  Mr.  Haftings  being  all  forgiven  in  the  prefent  bill : 
but  that,  he  faid,  was  a  matter  which  Mr.  Haftings's  'India 
parliamentary  intereft,  no  doubt,  infifted  upon,  and  which  a 
Minifter,  depending  on  fuch  men,  did  not  dare  to  fefufe. 
He  adverted  to  the  new  Court  of  Judicature,  which  took 
away  from  Britifh  fubjedts  the  trial  by  jury,  and  in  fo  do- 
ing overturned  the  principle  of  the  Conftitution.  Here  he 
was  remarkably  fevereonthe  Minifter,  who,  under  colour  of 
faving  the  charters  of  a  company  of  men  that  all  the  world 
allowed  to  have  afied  difhoneftly,  fubverted  the  very  foun- 
dation ftone  on  which  the  great  Magna  Charta  of  their 
country  was  built,  and  did  a  deed  which  paved  the  direft 
road  to  the  eftablifhment  of  arbitrary  power  ih  all  the  do* 
minidns  of  Great  Britain.  This,  he  faid,  was  modern  po- 
pularity. •  He  attacked  the  Minifter  for  daring  to  fay  that 
this  bill  was  acceptable  in  India.  This  he  argued  on  two 
points :  if  it  was  agreeable  to  the  delinquents,  it  certainly 
muft  be  a  bad  bill ;  and  on  that  point  the  Minifter  could 
gain  no  credit.  The  faft,  however,  was  not  fo ;  and  he 
was  happy  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the- Minifter  miftated 
the  matter,  when  he  faid  the  bill  was  acceptable  to  the  Eaft. 
In  arguments  of  this  kind  there  was  -nothing  lb  fttoog  as 
evidence;  and  therefore  againft  Mr.  Pitt's  ipfi  dixit,  that 
this  bill  was  univcrfally  liked  all  over  India,  where,  it  feenw 

3  its 
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its  original  principles  and  claufes  were  fabricated  ;  he  only 
referred  the  Houfe  to  a  truth,  not  to  be  contradi&ed, 
which  lay  upon  the  table  ;  a  petition  from  fix  hundred  and 
forty-eight  of  the  principal  perfons  refiding  in  Bengal,  be- 
feeching  the  Houfe,  by  all  that  they  held  mod  dear,  net  to 
violate  the  Conftitution,  by  fo  dreadful  art  aft  pf  Parlia- 
ment, as  one  for  taking  away  from  Britifh  fubje&s  the  right 
©f  being  tried  by  their  peers.  This  pure  fpirit.of  rectifying 
the  ancient  chartered  rights  of  the  People  would,  no  doubt, 
extend  itfelf  in  time  to  every  part  of  the  Englifh  domini- 
ons, and  trial  by  jury  be  taken  away  from  all  His  Majefty'a 
fuhjefts  in  ev^ry  part  of  the  globe*  Here  the  honourable 
gentleman  called  for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  He  faid, 
the  India  phalanx,  thofe  Swifs  guards  of  Eaftern  peculation, 
had  openly  declared,  that  they  would  overthrow  the  laft 
Adminiftration, .  and  by  doing  fo,  teach  another  how  to 
value  and  refpe&  their  friendfhip ;  nay,  thefe  Eaftern  Lords 
went  fo  far  as  to  declare,  that  the  depravity  of  this  country 
was  now  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  they  could  carry  any 
point  by  money.  After  a  variety  of  other  arguments,  he 
concluded  with  a  reliance  on  the  candour  of  the  Minifter, 
that  he  would  re-commit  the  bill,  that  it  might  be  divefted 
of  its  flovenly  drefs,  and  made  conformable  to  common 
fenfe,  even  if  -the  principles  were  to  be  divefted  of  common 
juftice.     Mr.  Sheridan  fpoke  for  near  three  hours. 

Sir  George  Howard  defended  the  bill. 

Mr.  GraruiiU  faid,  he  had  liftened  with  the  greateft  at-  Mr.  GreaS 
tention  to  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  member,  (Mr.vUlc« 
Sheridan)  but  though  he  had  been  highly  entertained  by  it, 
he  certainly  had  not  heard  a  {ingle  argument  to  convince  him 
.  that  the  bill  ought  to.  be  re-committed ;  for  though  the 
honourable  member  had  difplayed  great  ability,  and  great 
ingenuity,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  he  had  proved  only 
that  two  trifling  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  the  wording 
of  the  bill;  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  that  "  from  time  to 
"  time"  ihould  be  changed  to  u  forthwith,'?  and  "  de- 
.  "  tained"  fhould  be  altered  to,  "  continue."  But  from 
this  very  circumftance,  of  there  being  only  two  very  tri- 
fling alterations  to  be  made,  he  was  thoroughly  fatjsficd 
that  there  was  no  necelfity  for  fending  the  bill  bad*  to  a 
Committee,  when  thefe-  alterations  could  fo  eafily  be  made 
in  the  Houie.  Indeed,  from  all  that  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  gentleman,  he  could  clearly  perceive*  that 
though  he  feerned  to  object  principally  to  the  claufes,  yet, 

in 
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in  fad,  it  was  the  principle  that  he  had  been  combating  all 
the  time.     He  did  not,  therefore*  feel  himftlf  difpofed  to 
re-commit  the  bill,  when  he  faw  very  plainly,  that  what 
was  chiefly  in  the  vk#  with  gentlernen  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  was  not  to  amend,  to  alter*  or  modify  it,    but 
abfolutefv  to  fejeft  and  deftroy  it. 
to*  North.     Lord  Noftb  declared,  he  was  very  much  furpfifed  to  hear 
the  right  honourable  member  fay,  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman near  him  had  proved,  during  his  whole  fpeecb,   no* 
thing  more  than  that  two  alterations,  in  the  wording  of  two 
claufes  ought  to  be  admitted  ;  for  his  part,  he  thought  he 
•was  bound  to  declare,  in  juftice  to  the  honourable  member, 
that  he  had  ufed  the  mdft  convincing  arguments  to  prove 
that  the  bill  ought  to  be  re-committed.    It  would  not  have 
Wen  any  jjreat  wonder,  if,  from  the  infirmity  ufually  af- 
cribed  to  him  (Lord  North)  lie  had  funk  under  the  heat  of 
the  weather  and  fallen  afleep.    He  was  too  (hort  fighted  to 
t*e  able  to  fee  whether  thofe  on  the  bench  oppofite  to  him 
had  been  afleep  or  awake;   bat  he  moft  affuredly  would  take 
1«  for  granted,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  moft 
have  been  afleep  while  the  honourable  member  (Mr.  She- 
ridan) was  fpeaking,  or  he  never  would  have  ventured  to 
*ffert,  that  no  arguments  had  been  ufed  to  prove  the  necef- 
4*ty  of  re-committing  the  bill.    He  did  not  mean  to  take 
trp  the  time  of  the  Houfe  many  minutes,  and  therefore  he 
would  not  make  any  remarks  on  the  particular  claufes  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  already  touched  upon  -with  fo 
much  ability.    He  confeffed,  that  in  arguing  for  the  re- 
commitment of  a  bill,  the  principle  of  which  he  fo  very 
much  difliked,  he  flood  in  rather  an  aukward  fituation ;  aoJ 
the  more  fo,  as  he  would  candidly  confefs,  that  let  ever  fo 
many  alterations  be  made  in  the  bill,  unlefs  the  principle 
from  beginning  to  the  end  (hould  be  given  tjp,  it  never 
|ho*{d  have  his  ftrpport.    However,  though  he  fhould  re- 
*         jbitc  at  the  rejc&ion  of  it,  ftill,  if  he  fhoul4  nojtt^e  afclcto 
perfbade  the  Kittle  te>  throw  it  out,  he  felt  it  tp  be  a  duty 
tncunftfoent  on^him^'and  no  ways  inconfiflent  with  tire  op- 
politiori  to  the  bill,  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  ty  Ttmote 
it  from  imperfection  as  far  as  he  could,  and  to  make  it  as 
beneficial  as  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe 
would  let  him.    With  this  viewf  then,  ?nd  with  firls  view 
only,  he  wilhed  it  were  re*committed :  it  went  *;  bad  bBl 
Sftto  the  Committee,  and  it  c;ame  a  worfe  one  put  of  it ;  he 
was  defiteot,  therefore,  of  having  an  opportunity  of  mfc- 
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kiog  it  kfr  tmperfeft  than  it  Was  in  its  prcfcnt  fbape.  H* 
lamented  very  much,  that  the  reftriftions  which  the  bill  in 
its  original  torm  laid  upon  the  EafUodia  Company  had 
been  removed  :  in  its  prefent  fhapc,  k  gave  not  to  the  exc* 
euttve  Government  of  the  country  a  greater  power  tfr*p  it 
enjoys  at  this  moment  to  fuperintend  and  control  the  affair* 
of  the  Company;  except,  therefore,  the  cUihtngrof  jur& 
di&ions  which  the  bill  would  cftabliih,  and  the  fpeds  of 
divifion  which  it  would  fow,  it  would  make  little  or  no  aU 
teratian  in  the  eontroling  power  over  the  Company's  affiurr 
which  the.  Secretary  of  State  was;  veiled  with  at  that  mo* 
menu  But  in  thus  generally  condemning  the  bill,  he  did 
not  mean  to  fay  there  were  not  fome  goodcUufc*  in  it ;  in 
his  opinion  there  certainly  were  ;  ^  but  they  required  in  fomo 
places  elucidation9  .in  others  modification,  ana  therefore  the 
bill  ought  to  be  re-committed.  He  faid,  that  the  veiling 
the  control  in  a  Board  of  Commiffioners  was  certainly  bene? 
than  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  the 
former,  by  having  no  other  bufinejs  to  attend  to  bet  tha|  of 
India,  would  of  conrfe  be  able  to  do  their  duty  better  than 
a  Secretary  of  State,  who,  having  a  multiplicity  of  other 
bufinefi  to  engage  his  attention,  could  not  bellow  fo  much 
time  on  the  affairs  of  India  as  their  importance  would  'na- 
turally call  for :  but  ftill  he  thought  the  claufee  relative  to 
the  Commiffioners  were  very  imperfectly  drawn:  aadfirft* 
with  refpq&  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Board  ;  in  the  abfeacc  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  could  not  be  a  very  conftant  at* 
tendant ;  and  in  the  abfence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

Juer,  who  could  attend  but  feldom ;  in  fucb  cafes  the  bill 
ud  the  fenior  Privy  Counfellor  fiiould  prefide:  now,  as  it 
Was  not  feniorUy  that  ought  to  be  deemed  the  beft  qualifi* 
cation  for  the  chair  of  that  Board,  fo  he  thought  that  the 
name  of  the  ableft  of  the  Commiffioners  fhould  be  put  in 
the  commiffion  immediately  after  thofe  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  that  the 
perfon  fo  named  after  thefe  officers  of  the  ftate,  fhould  io 
their  abfence  prefide  at  the  Board.  Every  man  knew  wllo 
the  Privy  Counfellor  at  the  Board  would  he  in  the  firft  corn* 
miffion,  (Mr.  Dundas)  and  every  man  bore  teftimony  to 
his  abilities :  but  every  future  fenior  Privy  Counfellor  tf 
that  Board  .might  not  be  equally  able;  and,  therefore,  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  inconvenience  that  might  arifit 
from  fuch  a  circomftance  ought  to  be  ohmmdin  theclauje* 
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There  was  another  thing  which  oagtit  to  be  b*ttcr^xp)aii>d, 
As  the  bill  then  ftood,  no  member  of  the  Lower  Houfe  was 
to  belaid  under  the  neceffity  of  vacating  his  feat,  if  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Board  of  Control :  this  might  be 
verjr  proper  as  long  as  the  Cemmiffioners  ftiould  remain 
without  falaries ;  but  as  the  Crown  was  not  bound  tofalarici 
in  future,  fo  it  would  be  very  proper  to  infert  a  cla&fe  fop 
obliging  the  CommUEoners  to  vacate  their  feats  in  that 
Houfe,  if  ever  their  places  (hould- have  falaries  and  emolu- 
ments annexed  to  them.  Thefe  were  reafons  which  weighed 
>  very  much  with  him  for  re-committing  the  bill.  He  did 
not,  Jioyever,  *»e£t  that  the  Houfe  would  pay  much  at- 
tention to  his  wifhes  ;  nay,  he  did  not  expeft  that  much 
attention  would  be  paid  to  the  wifhes  of  the  gentlemen  who 
fat  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  :  unlike  the  E  aft -India  Direc- 
tors, they  were  not  able  to  overturn  an  Administration: 
unlike  thefe  fame  Directors,  they  were  not  able  to  make 
another  Minify  recede  from  their  own  plan,  and  give  up 
their  own  original  fyftem  ;  and,  therefore,  in  oppo&on  w 
fuch  formidable  men,  he  ibrefaw  that  he  mould  not  prevail 
in  endeavouring  to  get  the  bill  re-committed;  and  yet  there 

.  watpjie  very  ftrbng  argument  for  re- commJtiqeQtr which  he 
had  not  yet  urged,  and  which  opght  to  have  weight  with 
men  of  uabiaflfcd  judgement.  The  bill  was  in  a  ereat 
tpeafure  a.  jaew  bill,  and  a  long  ftriog  of  eiatxfes  had  been 
tacked  to  it  at  a  time  when  there  were  not  many  more  than 
a  dozen  members  in  the  Houfe ;  and  thofe  claufes  related 
principally  to  the  eftablifhraent  of  a  tribunal,  which  was 
to  wreft  from  Englifhmen  what  was  their  unalienable  and 
deareft  birth-right,  the  trial  by  jury;  if  be  bad  no  other  ob- 
jc&ion  to  the  bill,  this  alone  would  be  fufficiem  to  make 
him  declare  war  again  ft  it ;  for  no  bill  fhould  ever  be  im- 
ported with  his  vote,  by  which  the  trial  by  jury  was  to  be 
taken  away  from  thofe  who  claimed  it  as  their  birth-right. 
But,  exclufive  of  this,  he  had  other  radical  objections  to  the 

,  bill  then  under  consideration.  The  very  grounds  on  which 
it  was  built  were  thefe — that  the  fervants  of  the  Company 
abroad  had  difcbeyed  the  orders  from  home;  and  that  tkcDi- 
reQors  hid  pot  fufBcient  powers  to  enforce  obedience:  and 
yet  the  very  fervants  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  beeh  ipoft 
difpbedicnt,  were  npt  to  be  called  to  an  account ;  «nd  the 
JDire&ors,  inftead  of  being  ariaed.  with  new  powers,  or  made 
fpbjefttheorfdveata  ftrong: powers,  were  to  be  left  juft  « 
they  were  before;  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  the 
p     '  '  11  V.l.mto* 
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orders  from  home  would,  in  future*  be  very  little  mere  at* 
tended-  to  than  they  had  be?n  hitherto.  For  hie  part,  he 
fincerely.  lamented  that  foroe  more  effectual  fyfteixf  wai  not 
adopted  jfor  the  government  of  India  :  one  Adminrftration 
had  bech  overturned  (perhaps  juftly)  in  attempting  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  an  a&ive  and  effe&ive  government  of 
the  territorial  poffeffions  :  the  fucceeding  Minifters  feemed 
to  be  afraid  to  undertake  fp  great  a  work  ;  and  yet  the  cir* 
cumftanees  of  the  times  would  warrant  fuch  an  undertaking 
by  them* 

There  feemed  to  be  a  ftrong  difpofition  in  the  three! 
branches  of  the  Legiflaturc  to  fupport  the  prefent  Minifters  J 
he  would  be  candid  enough  to  own,  that  the  popular  voice 
was  ftrong  ia  their  favour ;  this,  therefore,  was  furely  the 
beft  time  for -them  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  fyftem  which 
fhoeld  fequre  at  once  the  happinefs  both  of  the  natives  of. 
India  and  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  forry  to  fay,  that  the 
bill  before  the  Houfe  was  far  from  being  likely  to  produce 
any  fuch  effe&s ;  and  he  thought  he  might  venture  to  forc-< 
tel,  that; the- commapds  from  home  would  not  be  better, 
cbeyed  after  the  paffing  of  this  bill  than  at  prefent.  Having 
laid  this  much  about  the  bill,  he  begged  leave  to  take  no* 
tice  of  fomething  that  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  teem-  . 
ber  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Major  Scott) ,  From  that 
gentleman  he  had  learned  what  he  ne^pr  dreamt  of  before* 
that  be  (Lord  North)  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  Marattak 
war;  and  on  that  occafion,  the  honourable  gentleman  had, 
lamented  the  death  of  3  moft  refpe&able,  and,  at  the  fame 
time;  one  of  the  moft  promifing  young  men  this  country^.  - 
had  ever  produced  \  he  meant  Mr.  Elliott,  who,  according 
to  the  honourable  ipfcmber,  bad  carried  out  orders  from  fritpk 
(Lord  North)  to  the  Gqvernor  General  of  Bengal,  to  com* 
mencehoftijities  againft  the  Marattabs.  The  honourable 
gentlemaa's  lamentation  of  the  de^th  of  Mr.  Elliott  was  cer- 
tainly fvery  generous;  it  was  magnanimous  .in  him  to 
wifli  Mr.  ,Elliott  were  alive  ;  for  if  any  man  fhould  fay  that 
Mr.  Elliott  carried  out  any  orders  from  Government  to  Mr. 
Hafttngs,  to  make  war  upon  the  Marat  tahs,  Mr.  Elliott  was 
pjacifcly  the  man  who  could  with  equal  truth  and  propriety  « 
declare  that  fuch  an  afiertion  was  unfounded ~- In  fa&,  Mr, 
Elliott  never  carried  out  any  orders  from  Gevernmeat  fpr 
making  war  upon  the  Marattahs.  Lord  North  appealed  to: 
an  honourable  member  near  him  (Mr.  Francis)  to  fay*. 
whether>  tvhik  he  fat  at  the  Board  of  the  Supreme  Council  at 
L  1  a  Calcutta. 
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©Mtti,  Mr.  EFltott  had  dirried  out  and  dttMtefoi  arty  tidt 
ordert  ?  -[Mr.  Ftancis  ih  ft  low  voice  fcnrwtefed  M  the  neg* 
tire.]  ,  Lord  North  thth  j>rot ceded;  he  kid  it  fferid  bate 
been  a  lingular  clrtumftartdre  itttleed,  that  fbfe  Governor  Ge- 
neral  fhould  hate  r&eivfcd  Orders  6f  lb  important *  -ttdtWtf 
*s  thofe  preteticled  onet,  to  begirt  -the  Marattah  W4t>  aM 
that  he  fliould  nbt  have  tfrnimunkkted  diem  to  jAftOaoatiL 
He  fait!,  it  was  fiegtilfcf,  indeed,  that  lite  Governor  detitrft 
fcbtild  have  cernmtmteattd  theft  tfrdfctii  td  the  fem&ifrtfeit 

Snfjeman,  to  whom  he. was  under  no  neceffity  of  dlfdftiiiJg 
bn^  and  filat  he  fliould  hivfe  tateeated  thttrti  from  the 
Council,  to  fthdm  hie  was  in  duty  bound  to  commuisfeate 
them.  [Here  his  LonHhip  tras  interrupted  by  fob*  nam* 
bert,  who  WtiJfpcrtd  t6  him,  that  M^qor  &«*  Had  fa», 
ttie  Gbveriit*  OtWral  had  cOflbfauhfcated  the  Ihfcwrtttfon  to 
ttie  CouneiK)    His  LortHhijs  ti{^h  thit,  iMAbditiety  ap- 
pealed to  Mr.  Franqs,  to  knoir  tf  that  was  *  fcft;  and 
this  gefitiethah  declared  It  wit  not,  for  h*  had  fit**  ftca 
iny  fcich  orders  while  be  was  in  Bengal.    The  itobte  Loftt 
then  left  the  HoOfe  to  jtWge  on  Which  fkte  lay  the  troth; 
one  gentleman,  who  trodi  ltdt,  of  his  own  tobtoittfjgb;  fif, 
that  the  6rders  had  beeft  fead  in  Council,  had  vttofttal 
to  aflfert  k,  On  the  afforaftee  he  had  rtcelvtd  fwm  tht  Go- 
temor  General :  *ik*h*r  gfcrrtUfwm,  who  was  cm^^Mofr 
to  urbort  they  titoift  thre  been  cotamtinicat^,  had  they 
tefcn  read  in  Council,  deetafcd,  he  had  never  teaird  any  ffach 
orders  read;  aid  in  ft£k  bb  fueh  orders  could  hate  been  read, 
becaufe  no  ftsdi  orders  had  ever  been  feitt  out 
**  Scot*     Major  $fott  rofe  to  Otylaih  —  He  (kid,  if  the  nofcte  Lord 
had  done  tn£  the  honour  to  attend  to  what  I  took  the  liberty 
to  obferve,  he  Would  have  known  that  I  ttever  fold  Mr.  El* 
Itett  tarried  out  ordert  from  the  noble  Lort,  orfriawy 
ot**r  perfoh  to  confluence  the  Marattah  war;  nor,  Sir,  did 
1  fay  a  fyllaWe  of  any  private  communication  from  Mr.  El- 
liott to  me  or  to  Mr  Halting*.    MV  authority  is  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Sixth  Rfepoit  of  the  Seteft  Committee.  It  ap- 
pears there  that  Mr.  Elliott  did  communicate  to  the  Gowf* 
.    nor  General  and  Council,  intelligence  of  amoft  important 
nature,  relative  to  the  defigns  t>ftlhe  French  in  India,  which 
had  been  Communicated  to  him  by  very  hfcb  authority  at 
fttfts.    If  I  was  at  liberty,  which  I  do  not  think  Ism,  to 
mentkm  from  what  channel  Mr.  Elliott  received  ^into- 
nation; lam  iure  the  Houfe  would  think  it  dttaordimiy 
if  Mr.  Haftijjgi  had  treated  it  fligbtly.  Aad  tkfa»  fir,  *0* 

to 
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to  nay  knowledge  fince  m^  ^Snrn  td  England;  but  the  im 
tUlig&ot  brought  to  Bengal  by  Mr.  Elliott  was  very  partis 
Cdlar,  and  a^taaky  confirmed  by  the  appearance  of  a  minifter 
from  the  King  of  France,  at  Poenah,  who  delivered  his  cre^ 
demiafc  an&frefentis  from  the  French  Kins;  in  full  Durbar; 
to  the  tftiikkvt**  Any -gentleman  who  reads  the  Appendix 
to  the  Secret  Gemmitt*e,  wilUje^convinced,  that  what  I  have 
ftoted  H  trtaW  matter  of  fe<5k;  otrt  the.  point  to  which  I  pari 
ticukriy  wiflUd  to  call  the  attention  of  tjbe  noble  Lord  and 
the  Houfe  is  rim  r-r- that  aa  foon  as  Mr.  Hafting*  had 
formed  biidefign  of  marching  a  detachment  acrofs  the  con- 
tinent of  India;  it  was  communicated  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, and  to  the  noble  Lovd*  together  with  the  motived 
which  actuated  him  to  adopt  the  meafurto.  The  noble  Lord 
will  fihd,  that  very  particular  ftrefe  wlas  laid  upon  the  im- 
portant intelligence  brought  from  Paris  by  Mr.  Elliott  — 
I  beg  the  *obie  Lord  and  the  Houfe  will  recolle&,  that  the 
measure  was  approved  in  England,  and  that  with  foil  know- 
ledge of  the  fteps  which  produced  the  fecotid  Marattah  war9 
fo  far  as  Mr.  Haftings  was  concerned  in  it  — The  noble 
Lord  did  three  feveral  ttrncs,  that  is,  iti  1779,  s7*°>  *™* 
081,  propbfe,  that  Mr.  Haftings  ibonld  be  continued  the  - 
Governor  General  of  Bengal;  and  it-  is  for  tbefe  teaforts,  Sir, 
that  I  exprefled  my  afionilnment  at  the  noble  Lord's  having 
attributed  the  fecond  Marattah  war  to  Mn  Haftiogs,  becaofei 
Sir,  I  fcaroely  can  conceive,  the  noble  Lord  would  have 
continued  Mr.  Haftings  at  the  head  of  the  government  of 
Bengal,  if  he  had  believed,  that  from  motives  of  ambition 
or  a  defirc  of  ooncraeft,  he  bad  involved  the  EafcJodta  Com* 
pany  in  a  war  With  the  Marattahr, : 

The  intelligence  communicated  by  Mr*  Elliott  to  the  Go* 
vernor  General  and  Council*  is  entered  in  the  Appendix,  No*. 
41,  to  the  Sixth  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  and  is  as 
follow*:  .  :/:    • 

Bengal  Qatjultmimt,  6tb  JpriJ,  1778. 

Mr.  Hafting*,  after  having'  quoted  Ja  variety  of  letters  from 
Afferent  parts  of  India,  rehtive  to  the  defigns  of  the  French,  , 
then  enters  the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Elliott's  letter 
to  the  Supreme  Council,  dated  the  lft  of  O&oW,  1777  : 

*  Having  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  forhe  intel- 
u  Ugence  hefbre  I  left  Eurobe;  In  *hieh  the  intereft  of  the 
"  Eaft.Indi*  Company,  and  influence*  bf  Great  Britain  in 
<*  India,  appear  to  he  deeply  intereftid.  I  think' h  incumbent 
<£  oh  me  to  take  the  earliclt  opportunity  of  coram unicating 

"it 
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*  Uteyourhonoorable'Board;  i  era  concerned  at  the  fame 
fi  time  to  be  mder  the  ncceffity  of  laying  the  falls  only  t*» 
"  fere  you,  without  having  it  in  my  power  to  point  out  the 
u  channel  through  which  the  intelligence  was  conveyed  to 
"  me,  as  my  priiniie  wis  moft  particularly  taken  before  I 
44  was  ittyfelf  intruded  with  it,  that  I  flioaM  conteal  the 
"  names  of  the  perfons  from  whom  I  received  the  tnforma* 

*  mat  ion— It  was  not  without  feme  difficulty  that  I  ob- 
u  tained  permiflion  to  inform  the  Governor  General  and  Sir 
"  John  Clawing,  of  this  material  ctrcumftance,  and  that 
"  only  upon  condition,  that  they  fliould  hot  trail  it  to  the 
"  Records  of  the  Company,  however  fccret  they  might  be— 
u  The  opinions  which  thofe  gentlemen  rouft  form,  at'to  the 
**  authenticity  of  the  fa£U  which  I  now  prbpofe  royfdf  the 
"  honour  of  laying  bfore  you,  will  be  a  fufficient  jufiifi- 
u  cation  of  me  for  addreffing  this  tetter  to  you. 

"  It  appears  by  the  information  to  which  I  allude,  that 
u  Monf.  Sartine,  Miniftre  de  la  Marine  of  France,  has  con* 
*•  cetted  with  three  or  four  bf  the  principal  Mintfters  of  that 
ki  country,  a  fcheme,  the  ohjeft  of  which  is,  *Ee  total  over- 
••  throw  of  the  Englifh  interefts  in  India ;  that  he  wat  fenfible 
€i  the  force  which  Vrance  cotdd  herfelf  bring  againft  onr  lettle- 
•*  ments*  would  prove  inefficient  for  fq  great  an  undertaking; 
41  and  had,  therefore,  thought  it  neceflary,  for  the  completion 
"of  his  views,  to  begin,  by  intriguing  with  the  country 
"  powers,  and  by  endeavouring  to  fecure  them  in  the  interefts 
"  of  France,  in  oppofkion  to  thofeof  Britain;  that  for  this 
"  purpofe,  he  was  refolved  to  lend  a  perfon  to  India  with  full 
"  powers,  in  the  cbara&er  of  agent ;  and  likeWiTe  to  fend  out 
"  perfons,  who,  in  the  information,  are  called  DesExerceurs, 
**  to  difcipline  the  natives  of  India,  and  a  confiderable  quan- 
••  tity  of  arms  and  miliury  ftores.  The  perfon  who  was 
"  nominated  to  this  office,  was  defcribed  to  me  as  one  who 
"  had  before  been  in  India.  He  is  furnifhed  with  letters 
u  from  the  Court  of  France  to  all  the  country  powers  of  any 
"  note  in  India,  to  be  ufed  at  his  own  difcretion.  He  like- 
41  wife  carries  out  prefents  of  confiderable  value,  which  he  is 
"  to  diftrihute  as  he  (nay  judge  neceflary.  The  fubftance  of 
41  his  inftta&tans  is  as  follows— To  treat  with  fuch  of  the 
'*  country  powers  as  he  may  have  reafon  to  think  will  npoff 
u  readily  aflift  the  vi^ws  of  France,  and  to  form  alliance* 
«'  *tith  them  in  the  name  o/ the  King  of  France;  to  endea- 
"  vour'to  perfuade  the  country  powers  to  fall  upon  the  En- 
44  glilh  fettlements  ■,  and  be  is  authorifed  to  promife  fuch  as 
"  will  accede  to  his  propofat,  the  warmeft  fupport  of  his  na- 
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•*  tian  fecretly,  till  hoftittties  are  actually  commenced,  and 
"  then  openly,"  &c.  &c.  ttc. 

Upon  this  letter,  the  information  from  Poonah,  cofrobo* 
rating  every  part  of  it,  Mr  Haftings  fays,  "  The  fame  cir- 
«  cumftances  brought  from  Europe,  and  traced  in  the  capital 
H  of  the  Marattah  empire,  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  muft  be 
"  fa£te" — The  authenticity  of  Mr.  Elliott's  information  does 
not,  however,  iitigly  depend  even  upon  this  ftrong  ground : 
he  takes  upon  him  in  his  letter  to  pronounce  it  to  be  authen- 
tic ;  and  he  has  communicated  to  me,  as  he  would  have  done 
to  Sir  John  Clavering,  had  he  been  alive,  which  Mr.  Elliott, 
thought  he  was  when  he  drew  up  the  letter,  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  makes  the  declaration  ;  and  I  now  declare,  that  he 
has  not,,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  ftated  the  authenticity  of  his 
information  more  forcibly  than  he  is  warranted  from  the  na-  * 
tureofit. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  as  he  very  rarely  agreed  in  opinion  Mr,M*ftia. 
with  the  noble  Lord,  fo  whenever  it  happened  that  he  did, 
he  found  himfelf  under  an  agreeable  furpriie.  1  he. noble 
Lord  feemed  as  if  he  wifhed  to  apologife  to  the  Houfe,  that 
his  ufual  infirmity  had  not  on  this  night  thrown  him  into  ^ 
fleep.  For  his  part,  he  wiflied  mod  uncerely  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  been  afleep  fince  the  day  he  was  born.  On  this  oc- 
casion, however,  he  was  of  opinion  with  his  Lord(hip,  that  * 
the  bill  ought  fo  be  re-cornmitted ;  and  unlefs  it  was  that 
Ministers  wi/hed  to  hurry  bufinefs  through,  merely  that  the 
Parliament  might  rife  a  week  fooner,  he  could  fee  no  reafon 
for  their  refufing  to  re-commit  the  bill.  A  great  many  alte- 
rations bad  been  made  in  it,  which  required  confideration ; 
and  he  was  one  of  thirteen  members  who  ftood  round  the 
table,  when  the  alphabet  of  claufes  fo  humoroufty  alluded  to 
by  an  honourable  member  had  been  introduced,  had  he  faid 
a  brought  up,"  he  fhould  have  told  an  egregious  faifehoo'd ; 
and  a  fttll  greater,  had  he  faid,  there  had  been  three  lines  of 
any  one  of  them  read  by  the  Chairman ;  in  his  opinion,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  indecent  to  hurry  the  bill  through  the 
Houfe  in  fo  flovenly  and  irregular  a  manner.  He  faid  he  was 
a  friend  to  the  bill ;  but  ftill  he  did  not  like  to  fee  it  indecent- 
ly hurried  through  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  had  not,  in  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Chan- 
the  debate,  any  intention  to  bear  a  part  in  it  5  but  he  now  cellar  Pitt* 
thought  it  neceffary  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  few  words  ; 
and  thdttgh  he  fhould  be  thought  by  the  noble  Lord  tohavebeen 
napping,  while  the  honourable  member  was  ftating  his  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  he  muft  agree  with  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Grenville)  that  he  had  not  heard  a  (ingle  reafon  from 
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ihi  honourable  gentleman  for  recommitting  it:  thehoooiir- 
able  member  had  indeed  entertained  the  Hanfe  with  marginal 
epigrams,  and  obfervations  calculateito  torn  the  bill  into  ri- 
dicule, but  in  reality  he  had  not  afilgned  one  ftrong  ground  in 
favour  of  a  re-commitment.  These  were  indeed  a  number  of 
literal  inaccuracies,  and  perh$p§  grammatical  errors;  but 
furely  that  was  no  reafon  for  ^committing  the  bill;  for 
thefe  errors,  could  beeafily  reified  by theHoufe:  for  his  part, 
be  was  not  furprifed  to  find  inaccuracies  in  it ;  he  was  fur* 
prifed  only  becaufe  he  found  fofew;  but  had  they  been  more 
in  number,  that  would  nor.  have  been  a  reafoo  for  re-commit- 
ting the  bill.  But  he'wouJd  afc  the  Houfe  what  was  likely 
to  be  gained  by  a  fe-commitrnent  ?  The  honourable. gentle* 
man  and  fome  of  his  friends  had  afted  Che  curious  and  pre- 
posterous part  of  debating  the  claries  before  the  bill  was  fent 
to  the  Committee;  and  of  afterwards  debating  the  principle, 
when  the  claufes  only  were  under  conficjeration.  Tbe  ho- 
nourable gentleman  himfelf  hqd  this  day  been  in  fcuSk  debating 
,  the  principle,  though  by  ingenioeffy  criticifing  words,  he 
feemed  to  be  debating  only  the  claufes.  It  was  clear,  there- 
fore, that  nothing  would  oe  gained  by  a  re-commitment,  as 
the  principle,  and  not  the  regulations,  would  be  made,  the 
fubjedfc  of  debate  in  the  Committee ;  if  he  was  fare  of  gaining 
a  (ingle  vote  by  gratifying  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  hs 
\  would  not  oppofe  their  wiih  on  this  occafion  ;  but  he  appre- 

hended it  was  only  for  the  purpofe  of  delay  that  a  recommit- 
ment was  called  for,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  to 
fomebody,  who,  for  fome  days  paft,  had  not  attended  in  the 
Houfe,  and  who  had  this  day  thought  proper  to  oppofe  tbe 
bill  by  proxy.  (Mr.  Fox  was  not  then  in  the  Houfe*)  The 
noble  Lord,  indeed,  had  fpoken  in  a  fair,  open,  candid,  and 
manly  way ;  he  had  declared,  that  he  would  be  an  enemy  to 
the  bill,  whatever  alterations  it  jhould  undergo,  as  long  as  it 
retained  the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded.  But  what 
was  this  principle  to  which  the  noble  Lord  declared  himfelf 
tbe  fworn  enemy  i  It  was  firaply  this :  that  the  E^ft-Indi* 
Company  was  not  to  be  annihilated ;  that  its  rights  were 
to  be  refp*&ed ;  and  that  no  encroachment  was  ta  be  mads 
upon  them,  which  was  not  called  for  by  abfclute  aeeefity. 
He  did  not,  indeed,  wonder  that  a  bill  which  contained  fech 
a  principle,  fhould  not  meet  the  approbation  of  a  noble  Lord, 
who  was  a  member  of  that  A  dm  in  i  ft  rat  ion,  which  brought  in 
that  f weeping  bill  that  was  to  have  deprived  every  link  of  the 
Xompanv  of  its  functions  i  in  a  word,  that  was  to  have  ajuit* 
fcilsted  the  Company* 
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An  hottotirablq  member  difliked  the  bill,  becaiife  the  Di- 
Tenors,  were  to  be  left  at  liberty  to  remonftrate  with  the 
Controlling  Board*  Strange!  that  men  fhould  be  angry  that 
^  right  was  refcrved  to  a  body  of  men  to  deliberate  upon  their 
own  affairs*  to  reafoa  with  the  CommiflionerS)  to  reman-* 
ftrate  with  them  on  points  which  fhouid  nearly  concern  their, 
deareft  intfcrefb.  But  if  it  Was  a  bad  principle  to  prefcrve  ta  . 
the  Company  this  right,  of  which  they  could  not  be  deprived 
without  a  Violation  of  natural  juftice,  he  fhouid  evef  rejoice 
that  he  cot*ld  not  bring  himfelf  to  give  it  up.  .  In  this  biU 
there  were  two  parties,  whofo  rights  and  interefts  were  to-be- 
confldered^  jteOflged^.and,  made  compatible  ;o  each  J  to  an-* 
other  bill  aifd  there  had  been  two  parties,  the  Company  and 
the  Miniftry  ;  but  fo  far  was  it  from  being  in  the  contempla* 
tion'of  the  late  fervants  df  the  Crown  to  manage  the  interefts 
of  both,  that  die  Minifters:  were  to  have  built  their  own  great*; 
rtefs  on  the  ruin*  of  the  Company }  the  latter  was  to  have 
been  totally  deftroyed,  in  order  that  Minifters  fhouid  be  pow- 
erful and  independent  of  every  power  in  the  kingdom*  The 
noble  Lord  had  faid,  that1  the  withes  of.  the  Direftors  pre* 
Vailed  much  ftronger  with  the  prefent  Minifters,  than  the 
\vifhes  of  a  conficjerable  number,  of  the  members  of  that* 
Houfe  :  perhaps  the  affertion  Mras  well  founded  ;  but  it  was 
no  difficult  matter  to.  account  for  the  preference  given  to  one 
body  over  the. other:  the  Directors  were  deeply  interefted- 
in  the  regulations  of  the  bill ;  they,  had-  *  great  nake  m  tho 
bufinefs  |  and  they  had  affigned-.Very  good  rcafans  for  the  al- 
teration* they  had  prayed  -for  .and  Obtained  t  but  it  was  not 
(o  with  thjegentlcmca-  on  die  oppoiite  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  they 
called  for  a  ckl ay,. nod  for  the  purpofe  of  amending  a  bill* 
which,  in  general^ met  their  approbation,  but  for  the  purpdfe 
of  gaining  time,  in  hopes  that  they- might  beabletodefeat  ir* 

They  wifhedto  fpeak  to  any  thidg- rather  than  to  the  bill  ;, 
and,,  therefore*,  they  introduced  a  converfatioa  about  the  Ma-- 
rattah  war  J,  and*  the  noble  Lord  had  amufed  the  Houfe,  and 
taade  the  members  laugh)  heartily,  by/  ufing  the  comical 
names  of  the  Princes  of  Indian  But  ftiouW  he  be  inclined  to 
accede  to  a  proportion  for  re^committing  the  bill,  he  was  not 
fare  that  he.fllDuid  have  the  affiftance  of  the  noble  Lord  ; 
for  if  a  day  dr  tvta  hence  the  weather  fhouid  prove  ar  little 
warmer*  the  noble  Lord's  infirmity  might  poffibly  return 
upon  him,  end  he  might  perchance  ftcep  the  whole  time  the 
hill  (hould  beia  that  Committee,  to  which  he  was  defirous  U 
fhouid  be.  fent*    He  was,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  as  all  the 
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neceflary  alteratibn$  might  fcafily  be  made  in  tlie  Houfe,  and 
that  fending  the  bill  back  again  to  the  Committee  would  not 
be  attended  with  any  advantage  to  it ;  he  was  for  having  the 
amendments  read,  and  agreed  to  without  a  re-comraitment. 
Before  he  fat  down,  he  begged  leave  to*  fay  a  word  to  an  ho- 
nourable member,  who,  though  a  friend  to  the  bill,  wifhcd  it 
might  be  re-committed.  That  honourable  member  had  faid, 
that  many  claufes  had  been  put  into  the  bill,  when  there 
were  only  a  few  members  in  the  Houfe ;  and  when  thofe  who 
were  prefent  heard  as  little  of  them  as' thofe  Who  were  absent: 
that  might  be  very' true;  but  the  honourable  : gentleman 
fhould  recoHeft,  that  though  tfeeMwds  of  the  claufes  might 
not  have  been  heard,  ftill  the  priitcipfesof  them  bad  been  de- 
bated fcrfive  hours  together,    i 

*  The  qaeftion  was  at  laft  put  od  the  motion  for  reading 
the  amendments,  which  was  carried  without  a  divifion< 

Mr.  Sheri-       Mr,  Shmdan  then  faid,  •  that  as  the  Houfe  had  determined 
i*n*  not  to  fend  the  bill  back -to  the  Committee,  he  could  not 

now"  proceed  to.  thofe  alterations  which  he  would  have 
.  thought-it  his  duty  to  have  offered,  if  it  had  been  re- com- 
mitted :  he  .declared  his  objeft  was  not  to  gain  time;  but  in 
reality  to  move- fuch  amendments  as  to  him  appeared  abfo~ 
lowly  nfctdftry*:  The  .right  honourable  genttejnan  had  iaid, 
that  the  Eaft-India  Company  had  affigned  gtfcd  <reafons  for 
the !  alterations  that  they  htedf  required:  he^ made  "no  doubt 
but  they-  muft  have  affigned  very  convincing  reafons  indeed 
to  make  the  right  honourable  gentleman  give  up  almoftthe 
entire  prirttiple  of  his  bill,  -and  bring  it  but  of  the  Commit- 
.  tee  as  different  from  what  it  was  when  it  was.  committed  j  as 
an  effe&ual  differed  from  an  ineffe&uat  control  -,  indeed  the 
right  honourable  member  was  in  the  right  for  faying,  that  he 
had  had  good  reafons-for  the  alterations :  he  had  only-to  look 
about  him,  and  he  might  feehimfelf  Unrounded  with  reasons 
ftrdng  enough  in  all  conference  to  make  him  ftand  well  with 
pierfons  who  had  overturned  the  Adminiflratbu/  and  were 
powerful  enough  to  make  their  fucceffors  feel  they  wei%  mere 
creatures  of  their  own  hands,  which/  as  they  fet  them  up, 
might  pull  them  down  again;  it  was,  therefore,  very  prudent 
and  potitic  in  the  right  honourable  member  to; call  the  bill 
brought  in  by  his  right  honourable  friend  a  bill  for  efta- 
Hilhing  a  fyftem  of  plunder  and  defpotifm  ;  foch  hard  words 
would  pleafc  the  Committee  beyond  defcriptidn  ;  and  fecure 
t&  the  right  honourable  member  their  fupport,*  and  conie- 
^uehtly  his  prefent  fituation.  . . 
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Lord  North  obfefved,  that  as  the  Houfe  had  determined  to  LordNoith. 
go  on  with  the  amendments  this  night,  he  might  poffibly 
trouble  them  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  (it  was  at  this 
time  about  eleven)  with  a  few  motions  for  amendments ;  if. 
he  was  inclined  to  give  unneceflary  trouble,  he  had  it  ftijl  in 
his  power  to  prevent  the  Tight  honourable  gentleman  from 
carrying  his  bill  through  this  night ;    for  firft,  as  there  were, 
about  one  hundred  and  two  amended  claufes  in  it,  he  could, 
firft  decide  upon  the  amendment  in  each  claufe,  and  then' 
upon  the  whole  claufes  fo  amended ;  and  he  fancied  that  hys 
the  time  he  fhould  have  divided  the  Houfe  two  hundred  and 
four  times,  .gentlemen  would  be  rather  tired  of  the  bufinefs; 
and  after  all  thofe  diviiions,  he  had  ftill  twenty-four  new 
claufes   to  debate  upon  :    however,    be   defired  gentlemen 
would  not  be  alarmed  for  he  certainly  would  not  divide 
the   Houfe  on    all    the  amendments *,    he  mentioned    the 
qrcumftance  rather  to  fhew  what  he  might  do  if  he  was 
inclined,     But  before  he  fhould  fit  down,  he  begged  leave  to. 
tell  the  Houfe  a  fhort  ftory,  which  would  make-  them  feel 
the  abfurdity  of  the  arguments  drawn  from  the  fuppofed  de* 
fire  Of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  that  the  alterations  thaj  had 
been  made  in  the  bill  fhould  take  place. 

During  the  war  befpre  the  lafl,  a  Dr.  Henefy  was  ehdited 
for  high  treafon,  being  charged  with  having  adhered  to  the 
King's  enemies,  by  fending  them  intelligence  during  the  war.    . 
fhe  Do6tor  was  convi&ed ;  but  before  judgement  was  pro* 
nounced,  he  implored  the  Court  to  grant  him  a  few  weeks  to 
live,  in  order  that  he  might  fettle  forne  wordly  affairs,   and 
afterwards  prepare  for  eternity.     The  Court  lending  a  fa-, 
vourahle  ear  to  the  Do&or's  prayer,  afked  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral on  what  day  he  wifhed  to  have  judgement  executed.' 
The  Attorney  General,  willing  to  accommodate  the  Do&or, 
replied,  **  on  whatever  day  fhould  be  moft  agreeable  to  the 
"  DoSof.M     Dr,  Henefy,  of  courfe,  named  a  diftant  day,, 
and  the  coqfequence  was,  he  never  was  executed.     His  Lord- 
fliip  was  obliged  to  flop  for  fpme  time,  while  the  Houfe  was 
in  a  laugh  at  his  ftory.     He  then  made  the  application.     The 
Direftors  of  the  Eaft-lqdia  Company,  he  faid,  faw  very  clearly 
that  the  day  was  not  far  diftant  when  their  power  over  the 
executive  Government  of  India  muft  have  an  end,  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  Legiflature :   they,  however,  tlirev?  a$ 
many  obftacles  as  poflible  in  the  way,  inorder  to  puj  off  ^     % 
that  difagreeable  event  to,  as  remote  a  day  as  polEble  :   it  was   ' . 
Very  natural,  then,  that  with  this  obje<Sl  in  view,  they  fhould. 
t>eg  oij  the  Minifter  to  give  way  tor  the  prefent ;  like  Dr. 
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Henefy,  they  called  for  a  long  day  \  the  Minifter,  as  com* 
plaifant  as  the  Attorney  General,  in  the  Dolor's  cafe,  replied, 
4«  Gentlemen,  name  your  own  day ;  your  power  fhajl  die  on 
•.'  the  day  that  it  will  be  moft  sgreeable  to  you  to  lofe  it."-— 
The  Company  thus  carried  their  point,  arid  were  thus  to  en- 
joy their  forfeited  power  (and  which  had  been  forfeited  only 
Decaufe  it  had  been  abufed)  juft  as  long  as  they  fhould  pleafe 
to  keep  it.-^-The  Houfe  then  fpent  fome  hours  in  going 
through  the  various  amendments ;  after  which  they  adjourned, 

July  27. 

Qn  the  queftion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  invert- 
ing certain  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth  in  th« 
hands  of  Commiffioners,  for  tfye  purpofe,  of  exteading  the 
line  of  fortification  there* 
Gapt.  James  Captain  James  Luttrell  fald,  that  the  propofed  fortiflca- 
Iruttreil.  tiqns  were  declared  to  be  neceflary  while  Lord  Townfliend 
was  at  thehefid  of  the  Ordnance,  and  that  the  prefent  Mafter 
General  would  moft  rigidly  obferve  the  rules  of  (Economy, 
in  carrying  the  plans  into  execution. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  palled, 
Mr.  Chm-   .  Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
ccijor  fitt.  the  farther  continuance  of  the  American  intercourfe  a£h     He 
faid,  he  was  now  convinced,  that  his  former  opinion  of  the  im* 
mediate  and  prefling  neceflity  for  an  arrangement  of  the  com- 
mercial intercourfe  between  this  country  and  America,  was, 
in  fome  refpe£ls,  wrong.     The  fubjedt  did  not  prefs,  and  as 
it  would  require  a  great  deal  of  moft  feriotis  deliberation,  it 
would  be  proper  to  take  the  matter  up  at  large  in  the  next 
feffion.   * 
Mr.  Eden.       Mr.  Eden  was  happy  \ hat  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  corrected  his  former  opinion,  which,  if  he  had  carried 
into  a  fyftem,  would  have  been  ruinous  to  the  country.     He 
tons  now  right,    No  ill  confluences  could  rile  from  the 
delay,  and  he  therefore,  with  pleafure,  feconded  the  motion. 
Mr-  Taylor  and  Mr,  Young  alfo  agreed  on  the  propriety 
of  poftppning  the  matter  till  next  feffion ;  and  Mr.  Pitt 
begged  it  might  be  underftood,  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters 
had  by  no  means  abandoned  the  obje&  of  the  iritercourfe  be- 
tween America  and  the  Weft-tndia  iilands.—rlt  was  only 
couponed  till  the  next  feflioq.   ; 
Leave  was  given* 
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July  a&\ 

On  the  firft  jeadjng  of  the  American  intertourfe  bill, 
Mr.  jkkinfun  faid,  he  thought  the  bufiuefs  deferved  more  M%  Atkfiu 
attention  than  it  reoeive(J.-r-Tbe  Weil-India  tnerchants  were  fon» 
prepared  to  fuhftantute  every  one  of  their  allegations,  with 
regard  to  the  hard/hips  they  endured  from  want  of  the  indul- 
gence of  a  free  Trade  in  American  bottoms*    He  did  hot  mean 
to  conteft  the  paflage  of  the  prefent  bill,  but  he  traded  the 
Weft-India  iflands  wpuld  not  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Put  lamented  that  the  gentleman  had  not  Mr.  Chi«» 
been  prefent  the  day  before.     He  would  then  have  feeu,  that ccllor  ?*"• 
the  queflion  was  not  prejudged  by  the  temporary  removal  of 
this  a£t.     The  matter  was  only  poftoponed  to  the  ne*t  fef* 
Con. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  he  would  be  happy  to  meet  the  honourable  Mr.  Eden. 
gentleman  who  fpolfe  firft  on  the  truth  of  the  fails  contained 
in  his  petition. 

The  hill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  met  no  farther  oppo- 
fition  in  its  paflage. 

The  jfmrney  General  (Mr.  Arden)  rofe  to  move  for  leave  The  Atto*. 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  difpofal  ef  felons. -~He  prqpofed,  noyGenwal 
they  ihould  be  put  on  board  certain  vefiels,  which  they 
ftiould  be  obliged  to  work.  There  were  upwards  pf  two 
hundred  ordered  for  tran Importation,  but  they  could  not  be 
tranfported.  Had  the  matter  been  properly  attended  to  in 
the  laft  Parliament,  when  he  propofed  this  method,  he  ihould 
not  now  have  occafion  to  bring  it  into  dtfcufiion. 

Mr.  Eden  made  objections  to  the  principle;  he  thought  now,  Mr«  Ede*, 
as  well  as  at  the  time  when  the  learned  gentleman  mentioned 
his  idea  before,  that  it  was  inimical  to  theconftitutionai  liberty 
of  Englishmen.— The  Courts  were  only  to  adjudge  theten- 
tence  on  the  convidtion  of  guilt. 

Mr.  ft  J.  A.  Taylorfupported  the  motion  of  the  Attorney 
General. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  wiflied  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  Mr,  Burke, 
a  Committee,  and  that  the  Houfe  had  proceeded  iiv  confe- 
rence of  a  Report,     He  afl^ed  if  the  felons  might  not  be 
lent  to  Newfoundland,  Canada,  or  Nova  Scotia. 

Lord  biortb  faid,  it  would  be  very  improper  to  fend  them  to  i/>rd  North, 
either  of  tbofe  places. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr,  Burke  faid,  he  rofe  to  give  notice  of  a  motion,  which,  Mr.  Burk*. 
if  be  could  not  make  then,  he  would  make  the  firft  opportu- 
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nity  that  offered.    He  obferved,  that  the  Houfe  had   gone 
through  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's 
affairs;  to  which  bill  there  was  no  preamble,  although  the 
bill  was  full  of  ena&ipg  claufes,  each  of  which  prefumed 
foroe  exifting  evil,  and  which  evil,  confequently,  ought  to 
have  been  p rem i fed*     He  faid,  he  rather  wondered  at  this, 
fince  the  Houfe  were  in  pofleffion  of  a  fund  of  information, 
the  work  of  elaborate  refedreh,  and  ftudious  triveftigation  of 
Committees  acting  under  their  immediate  authority.     The 
Reports  of  thofe  Committees  were,  it-  yas  true,  under  an  ill 
report  at  prefent;   and  it  was  that  circumftance,  and  the 
other  circumftance  of  a  bill  contradi&irig  effentially  the  fafts 
ftated  in  both  thofe  Reports,  that  had  brought  him  down 
that  day.     It  was  no  light  matter  to  have  Reports  that  had 
coft  fuch  infinite  pains,  and  taken  up  To  much'  time  to  form, 
done  away  and  thrown  into  contempt  without  inveftigation, 
without  a  ferious  difcuffion,  and  without  its  being  eftablifhed 
in  fome  way  or  other,  that  they  deferved  to  be  treated  as  fa- 
bulous, light,  and  trivial..    Let  them  be  put  to  their  purga- 
tion, let  the  fails  they  contained  be  examined,  and  then  let 
their  fate  be  decided  !     Which  way  he  cared  not.     But  while 
they  remained  ferious  documents  of  fa£l$,  uncont radi&ed  and 
tinanfwered,  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  them  compared  tq 
Robinfon  Crufoe,  and  talked  of  as  matters  wholly  unworthy 
of  notice.     That  tliey  were  not  equal  to  Robinfon  Crufoe  in 
fancy  and  imagination,  he  was  perfectly  aware,  but  they  had 
fpmewhat  more  authority  to  reft  upon  than  that  hiftory,  he 
/hould,  with  all  due  humility  and  deference  to  the  exalted 
fiation  of  thofe  who  thought  otherwife,  prefume  to  infill 
upon,     till  the  reverie   were  eftablifhed.      This  was,    Mr. 
Burke  faid,  an  age  remarkable  for  its  good  humour,  its  com- 
pliance,  and  its  accommodating  temper ;  perhaps  thefe  amia- 
ble and  engaging  qualities  never  i^one  with  mor&dtftingui Ihed 
luftre  than  they  had  lately  ihone  in  a  right  honourable  an4 
learned  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  the  author  of  fix  hand- 
fome  volumes  in  folio.     He  had  proved  himfelf  able  to  defeat 
the  wifdonvof  Solomon,  even  in  the  extraordinary  trial  fcene 
which  that  wife  ruler  had  caufed  to-  be  a<Sted  before  him ;  he 
had  feen  his  child  held  up,  and.  the  drawn  firmtar,  or  if  the 
learned  gentleman  would  understand  him  better,  he  would 
fay,  in  plain  Englifli,  the  drawn  broad  fword,  held  uptodivide 
it  without  moving  a  mqfcle,  or  exhibiting  the  fmalleft  emo- 
tion.    Not  fo  with  him  :  the  fpeftacle  was  too  much  for  hi$ 
feelings  i  he  could  not  bear  the  horrid  fight ;  but  when  the 

execution^ 
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executioner  had  held  his  infant  in  tKe  air,  and  was  pfrep?r7ng 

to  divide  the'  bqdy  fo6m  the  nape  of  the  neck  to  the  end  of  the  * 

chine*  he,  had  intercepted  his  arm  and  cried,  "  frop  ypur 

"  flagitious  hand:!  fell  tyrant,  ftay !  I  am  his  parent  1  the 

"  child  is  mine,  and  innocent ! 

u  Adfunx  qui  feci,  in  me  convertite  fcrrum  ! 

Mr*.  Burke  purfued  this  allufion  with  great  force  of  efle£, 
and  fat  down  after  a  variety  of  fanciful  and  pi£urefque  re* 
marks  on  the  contrail  between  his  feelings  and  thofe  of  Mr. 
Dundas,  who,  lie  faid,  was  a  parent  as  well  as  himfelf  in 
regard  to  the  two.  Cets.of  Reports,  though  his.  were  of  more 
ignoble  orign ;  the  parent-mother  being  of  humble  birth  her- 
ielf,  had  borne  the*  more  numerous  offspring;  while,  the 
right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  like  the  lionefs, 
who  being  the  &oyal  beaft,  bears  but  one  whelp  at  a  time, 
had  produced  a  lefler  brood, ^  but  of  a  bolder  ilamp,  and 
fomewhat  more  vigorous  conilitution.. 

The  Houfe  refolved  Ufelf  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Gilbert 
in  the  chair. . 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Com-  Mr.  Chan. 
mittee  to  a  plan  which  he  had  propofed  on  a  former  occal\on  CcUor  Pilt* 
for  the  payment  pf  the  navy  bills.  That  fcheme,  however, 
upon  being  propofed,  to  the  holders  of  thefe  bilU,  had. been 
obje&ed  to  by  them;  and  it  had  become  neceffary  to  m^ke 
fome  new  regulations  refpc&ing  it,  in  order  that  it  might  the 
.more  fuc<;efsfujly  meet  their  views— Jn  forming  this  arrange- 
ment, he  wifl>ed  to  pay  an  equal  refpeft  to  the  public  credit, 
to  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  private  rights  of 
the  bill-holders.  He  did  nqt,  however,  fee  any  neceflity  for 
departing  from  the  general  principle  of  what  he  had  ftated 
on  a  former  occafion  —  He  had  arranged  the  billrholders 
into  four  clafles,  according;  to  the  refpeftive  dates  of  the 
purchafe  of  their  flock.  The  firft  of  thefe  clafles  were. to 
receive  three  percent,  more  than  the  fecond.and  third,  or 
the  third  and  fourth  —  This  was  a  regulation  which  he  flat- 
tered himfelf  Would  be  justified  by  the  nature  of  the  cafe  — 
He  then  ftated  the  equivalent  which  they  were  to  receive  ia 
lieu  of  their  property  5  and  concluded  with  making  a  mo- 
tion, for  leave  to  make  certain  propofals  to  the  navy  bill- 
holders,  agreeable  to  a  very  long  ftatement  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  the .  particulars  of  which  we  are  unable  fully  to 
rfetattto  the  Public.  . 

The 
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Tbe  motion  being  fcad, 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr-  Fox  role  —  He  fa  id,  that  daring,  the  bringing'  forward 
of  the  hue  tax£s,  be  had  been  abfent  from  the  Houfc— He 
had  absented  himfclf  oh  tbat  occafion  on' principle;  that 
though  he  riiight  not  be  able  to  approve  of  die.  meafam 
which  had  been  adopted,  he  did  not  at  the  fame  time  think 
himfelf  authorised  to  condemn  them,  or  to  give  them  oppo- 
fition,  unlefs  he  had  been  ready  to  fuggeft, others  iefsdiftref- 
ling  to  the  fobjeft.  He  congratulated  the  tight  honourable 
gentleman  on  .his  having  relinquilhed  modes  of  taxation 
jwrhich  the  fentiments  of  mereanttte  and  manufacturing  com- 
munities- had  fo  heartfty  disapproved.   ' 

•Having  faid  this,  he  went  into  a  long  examination  of  the 
fcheme  of  the  payment  of  the  navy  bitts^  which  was  undet 
the  consideration  of  theHoufe— *He  laidTtdbwtt  as  afacred 
maxim,  that  in  all'ri'rcumftances,  a  ftrtflr  and  facred  adhe- 
rence to  national  credit  wai  abfolutely  requisite*  He  would, 
liowever,  be  bold  tor  obferve,  that  the  modfe  propofifd  by 
the  right  honourable  gcntlerhan  aimed  a  blow  at' the  public 
faith  or  the  country. 

According  to  the  regulations  eftabliflied  for  the  payment' 
'  of  the-navy,  every  bill-holder  was  to  He.  fiitlsfied  agreeable 
to   tiie  priority  of  hi-s  claim:   but  fuppofirtg  that  one  of 
thefe  bill*- holders,  from  an  apprehenfioti  of  injury  to  his- 
property*  toouid  decline  accepting  the'  proptififls  of  the  right 
honourable   gentlerriany  what   would  be r:tbe?. con (eqoence? 
Would'  the  right  honourable  gentleman  coihpel  him  to1  terms? 
And  if  he  did  not  clofe  with  hitn  on  his  propofels,  would  he1 
break  Jtfoe  public  engagement  with  him  by  paying  off  others, 
who;  from  diffident  conceptions,  of  hi s fcheme,  tnotigh  pof- 
fefled  only  of  a  pofteri&r  title  to^aymeht,  might  be  induced 
to  dlofe  with  the  terms'  propofed  r  This  would  ftrrely  be  vio-1 
lairing  the  faith  of  contract,  and  injuring  the  publte  credit! -^ 
This  wasfurely  a  cafe  which  could  be  flguiwd  ;  it  rtright  be 
called  an  extreme  inftaiice,  but  it  was  afup^ofitionon  which 
he  wasifurely  intitled  to  argue  tilt  fuchtilric  as  he*  was  unrea- 
fdned  on  it. 

•  He  then  went  into  the  cfifcuflion  of  the  difference  pro* 
pofed  to  be  eftahliflred  of  three  per  cent*  betwifct  thofe-or  the 
tuft  and  fecond  clafles,  as.  an  exception  to  fh«*others.  •  He 
ftated,  that  no  propofal  firail&r  to  the  prefent;  in  wtoch  the 
faith  of  the  nation  was  fo  eflentialty  involved,  had  ever  been 
made  in  any  former  period.  He  contended,  that  the  ofiers 
made  to  the  bill-holders  were  not  inducements,  but*  com- 
pulsions i 
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pulfions*.  they  were  coTnpulfion*  of  fuch  a  nature  tf*  ought" 
to,  intimidate  the  right  honourable  gentleman  —  DM  he 
know  the  fentiments  of  the  parties  with  •  whom  he  was  tor 
deal?  'Was  heaware  of  the  corifequerices  of  their  reje&ing  hi* 
>  terras  or  even  accepting  them  under  the  circumftanegs  of  par- 
tiality? In  this  event  the  public  faith  would  be  violated,  for 
Individuals  vyould  furely  be  deprived  of  thofd  rights,  for  the 
inviolable  pfefemtiohpf  which  the  national  faith  whs  un* 
questionably  pledged.  He  alluded  *to  the  mode  pra&ifed  re-- 
fpe£ing  the  payment  of  the  navy  bills  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Jafi  war — ■'!  bofe  who  refufed  the  offers  made  them  by  Go- 
vernment, were  paid  at  pan. 

He  would- therefore  contend,  that  if  fome  fucb  mode  were 
not  adopted  jn  the  prefent  inftance,  to  fan&wi  the  foheme* 
it  would  form  the  .firft  impeachment  that  hai  ever  been  dw 
re<5led  agauiff  our-  national  faith.  He  afked  what  it  was  that 
had  given  us  diftin&ion  amongft  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope? Was  it  not  the  purity  and  reputation  of  our  cre- 
dit r  It  was  this  which  had  conciliated  confidence  from  every 
quarter,  and  furnifhed  11^  with  thofe  resources  which  were 
the  foundations  of  our  diftin&ion  and  of  our  grandeur.  Why 
were  taxes  impofed?  Why  was  the  fi*bje<9t  burdened?  Was 
it  not  to  fuppoft  the  national  credit  ?  Snajce  this  pillar  of  the 
State;  deftfoy  it  even  in  (peculation,  and  that  fabric,  which 
has  exified'  by  its  juftice  for  fp  many  ages>  that  fabric,- 
Which  is  the  admiration  of  futroundinz nations  drops  intp  ruin* 

JVlr.  Charfcellor  Piity  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Chnt* 
gentlettfan  precifely  in  his  ideas  refpe&ihg  the  public  credit.  «**«  Fi*ft 
He  differed,  hoWevet>  from  him,  .in  the  application  of  bis 
reafonirtgs  to  the  prefent  point  — He  contended  that  there 
Was  no  intention  to  deprive  individuals  of  their  rights,  or  to 
compel  them  to  accept  of  offers  which  CQdld  not  bo  jufti- 
fied  on  the  principles  of  equity.    He  aftertetf,  that  the  price  . 
which  he  had  propofed  had  been  adopted  at  the  condufioh  o£  , 
the  laflt  ami  former  wars,  and  differed  iri  fid  refpedt  irom  \t» 
citcumftances.     This  was  at  lea*ft  fonae  fatisfa<Stiof>,.as  jc.  t 
tefndied  to  convince  the  Committee,  that  there  was  ri6  pro- 
pofed innovation  of  right.     He  qcfeftioned  whether  the  cafe 
on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  feafoned  was 
even  fuppofeable.    He  infilled  that  national  convenience  and 
credit  were- never  to  be  jfejwrated,  but  were  infeparably  con- 
joined.    He  hoped,  therefore,   that  on  thefe"  jjfounds*  the  * 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  fee  no  abfurdity  in  hi* 
pfcm,  more  especially,  a»  a  compofitron  bill  of.  a  fifnifaf  na- 
ture hatf  been  pafled  at  the  conclufion  Of  the  laft  war. 
Vol.  XVI.  N  a  Mr, 


274  PARLIAMENTARY  A^i^ 

Mr.Fe*.  Mr.  Fox  {till  infifted,  that  paying  the  pofterior  bitt- 
fcoWer  before  the  anterior,  was  in  infraction  of  an  engage- 
ment, intDmpatible  with  the  juAicc  of  this  country,  xhe 
fcheme  which  he  had  fuggefted,  of  paying  all  off  at  pair  was 
furely  preferable. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  adverted  to  the  India 
bill  —  He  would  not  have  troubled" the  Committee  on  that 
fiabjeS,  if  he  had  not  turned  their  attention  to  it  —  He  could' 
not,  howevfcr,  help  remarking,  that  that  bill,  amended  as  it 
now  was,  had  only  ferved  to  confirm  his  belief  of  a  truths 
Which  his  acquaintance  with  India  matters  had  originally 
impreffed  him,  that  there  was  no  alternative,  but  either  to 
inveft  others  with  a  right  of  management  of  the  cpftcerns\of 
the* Company,  or  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  thofe  per-- 
fens  who  had  been  acceffary  to  meafures  which  were  the 
fources  of  att  thofe  evils  which  had  introduced  ruin  into 
their  affairs.  .  , 

*  By  the  regulations  about  to  be  eftablifticc^  tfaefc  persons 
•were  ftill  invefted  with  their  former  powers;  and  he  was* 
afraid  that  this  country  had  nothing  to  look  for  but  the 
continuation  of  all  thofe  evils  which  had  diigraced  its  cha- 
racter, and  that  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  Eaft  were 
ffiH  to  be  cxpofed  to  all  the  barbarities. which  had  rendered  . 
the  name  of  Britons  among  them  infamous  a-nd  detefted  — 
He  prayed  to  God  that  he  might  be  miftaken  en  this  fub- 
jeft  —  but  fuch  were  his  impreffions,  that  he  could  not  fiip- 
prefs  them,  even  in  this  period  of  bufinefs,  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.Nuflejr.  •  Mr.  Hujhy  ftrohgly  objected  to  the  poftponeinent  of  the 
payment  of  the  navy  bills  for  two  years.  He  was  eltarly 
of  opinion  that  government  ought  to  difcharge  them  at  epce* 
as  the  fum  they  propofed  to  fave  by  thus  deferring  the  pay* 
nient  would  be  trifling  in  the  extreme. 

Mr.  Hufley  read  from  the  Gazette  of  yefterday,  ail  ad- 
vertifement  from  the  Vi&ualling-office,  .ftating,  iC  That 
€t  fuch  perfoos  as  would  undertake  to  fuxnifh  fuch  of  His 
€€  Majefty's  fhips  as  might  touch  at  Madeira  with  wine, 
"  would,  be  paid  for  it  by  bills  in  courfe,  with  the  addition 
c<  of  the  difcount,  fo  as  to  make  the  price  equaJL  to  ready  mo- 
"  ney.'*  He  wifhed,  therefore,  to  know  what  faving  Go- 
vernment propofed  to  make  by  protracting  the  payment  of 
thefe  bills,  when  it  was  fo  evident*  that  if  they  were  now 
offering  terms  equal  to  ready  money,  they  could  not  poffibly 
experience  any  difficulty  in  difcharging  the  amount  of  thofe 
bills  which  thjpy  wifhed  to  poftpoae  the  payment  of  fo  r  two 
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years,  as  it  was  clear  to  him,  that  paying  the  money  at  the 
prefent  period,^  and  dedufting  the  difcount,  would  eventu- 
ally  have  the  fame  effeft  as  paying  it  two  years  hence,  and 
being  obliged  to  add  the  difcount.    Mr.'  Hufley  put  this  po- 
iition  very  pointedly,  and  adduced  a  variety  of  reafbhiog  to 
prove  how  very  inconfiderable  the  faving  mull  be  to'  Govern- 
ment.  He  faid,  according  to  his  calculation,  it  cdyild  not  ex- 
ceed 500I.  a  year,  arid  was  this  fum  a  fufficietit  inducement 
to  Minifters  to  rifque  the  national  credit?  Surely  riot,    lie 
was  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  pay  it  in  a  manly  manner. 
^  Mr.  Hammet  declared,  that  the  propofition  ftated  by  the  Mr.Htm- 
right  honourable  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-mel* 
quer)  wbuld  in  his  appfehenfion  give  a  very  material  ftab 
to  public  credit,  as  the  mode  propofed  to  be  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  payment  of  navy  bills,  was  widely  different, 
from  any  other  he  ever  recoileSed  to  have  heard  of.    Mr, 
Hammet  faid,  that  according  to  an  abftraft  idea  which  tie 
had  formed  upon  the  fubjeft,  it  would  be  infinitely  prefer- 
able to  devrfc  a  certain  method  of  difcharging  the  navy  bills,  . 
by  giving  every  holder  fomethiog  like  an  equivalent  for  his 
money —  or  100I.  for  iool.    Mr.  Hammet  illuftrated  what 
lie  wiflied  to  have  underftood  by  the l  word  equivalent,  and 
(hewed,  that  the  holders  of  navy  bills  would  be  much  better 
fatisfied  with  a  fecurity  of  this  kind,  than  by  receiving  the 
dividends  according  to  the  calculations  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 
He  alluded  in  the  courfe  Of  his  fpeech  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  navyj  whom  he  was  forry  to  fay  he  did  qbt  fee  in  his 
place,  as  from  his  fituation  he  Would  have  been  much  abler 
to  give  the  Houfe  a  proper  idea  of  this  bufinefs  than  himfelf. 
Mr.  Hammet  declared,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  give 
him  credit  for  what  he  laid,  that  he  ottered  his  thoughts  on 
the  fubjeft  as  a  man  perfectly  difinterefted,  and  totally  un- 
connected with  any  party;  he  never  had  received  or  fdli- 
cited  the  fmalleft  favour  from  any  fet  of  minifters  whatever; 
and  he  again  hoped,  that  the  Houfe  would  give  him  full  cre- 
dit for  the  affertiori,  and  he  made  no  doubt  but  that  he  would 
carry  them  along  with  him  on  a  point  of  fo  much  material 
public  juftice. 

Mr.  Eden  rofe  and  pointed  out  how  the  mode  propofed  Mr.  Eden, 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  operate  upon  the 
firft  and  fecond  claffes  of  navy  bill-holders,  and  declared, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  offer  might  fairly  be  confidered  as 
below  par,  attended  with  certain  circumftance$  of  apparent 
compulfion,  or  at  leaft  of  an  idefinite  poftponement  of  pay- 
ment. 
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Grcit  attention,  be  f*jd,  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  paid  to 
the  conception  of  the  creditor,  when  aay  povet  fy  item  of 
liquidating  his  claims  \yas  '  propof«4,  nQtwilbftandins  il 
might  be  perfc&ly  eonfiftent  wkh  the  principle*  of  jufticc 
$nd  of  equity. 

The  debtors  ofight  in  this  cafe,  a*  well  as  iri  jevcry  other 
of  a  fimilar  nature,  to  be  particularly  attentive  tc*ihe  re- 
monftrances  of  the  creditor,  and  to  be  guided  iajjj<  pro- 
eeediqgs  by  his  fuggeftioris  on  this  point.  This  ujKfifreiy 
but  Ample  juftice,  and  what  in  fuch  csfcs  would  a^mf^  u& 
exp.cfl^a,  and  might  even  be  claimed? 
M/.TJ^m»  Mr.  £,  T-borrtfw  ftated  to  the'Houfc  what  puffed  at  fbme 
*on.  iatc  meetings  of  the  navy  unitholders,  at  which  He  )i4d  pre? 

$ded  — They  considered  tfe  proposals  as  optional*  and 
ther<fqr<e  impofing  no  ba^fhip;  they  certainly  concluded, 
that.if  they  did  not  accept  the*  offer  of  (jQvimmpox,  they 
Would  be  p§id  at  pa*  next  year,  as  bad  been  done  pi  a  for- 
t    me.r  occaiipn*  '*       -       , 

jto^Den^*     lyfr.  Dem$Jler  was  of  opinion,'  tJiat  tob.gje^t  amotion 
M?  could  not  be  jpaid  to  the  fljghteft  fiircuiflftarice  whichcoald 

in  any  decree  tend  to >'a'fft(F  public  credit  —  It  Ogrgh£  tp  be 
prcferved  inviolate,  ,  apd  therefore  h*  could  not  t>v*t  be  of 
opinion^  that  we  fhopld  at  once  difcharge  fuch  a  prdnpriioa 
of  the  national  debt  owing  by  n*vy  bills,  $s  would  be  coa- 
'fiftent  with  th$  diftateVof 'pnidenee;  and  that  we.  fhould 
"hold  out  fuph  unexceptionable  offers,  to  thqfe  whptfe-  propor- 
tions w^  wen?  not  able  immediately  to  pay,  9$  WQuJd  Leave 
them  no  ground  or  fhadew  of  complaint, 

Mr.  Ch^cetfor  fitt  and  Mr.  Fq*  each  explained, 
#r.  Shcri-  4     ftfr*  ihnttan  reprehended  the  Jilence  of  the  right  fconour- 
**n'  abJe  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  on  the 

prefent  occaiion.  IJe  certainty  outfit  to  avow'lusfutufe  in- 
tentions. To  aft  otherwise,  was  fhamefujly  to  qqibfele  and 
prevaricate  with  the  bill-holders. 
Mr.  $ofe.  Mr-  Kcji  faid,  tb^t  if  the  right  honourable  gentfernan  was 
to  declare  to  the  Public,,  that  a  payment 'would  be  made  next 
year  at'  p«|r,  he  w$s  vejry  welt  convinced  that  he  would  not 
get  one  perfon  to  accept  of  the  propofals  now  made  •  this 
was  therefore  fuflicient.to  inculcate  filenceon'that  point. 
fjJ.-Kortfc.       Lord  Tfortb,  in  anfwer  to  an  aflufion  made  by  lUrj  Rofe, 


optKft  was  Mr  to  rhe  holders' when  the  then  terms  were  pro- 
jpofed,  yet,  njprerthdefs,'  it  was  imderttood  that  a  payment 
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rwovrld  be  made  the  &cceeding  year  at  par.  Hjs  Lordfliip 
did  hbt^wiJh  to  ftave  the  propofition  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  negatived,  as  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  convey  an 
Idea  to  the  Public,  that  the  Houfe  wifhed  to  adopt  the 
,one  previoiifly  ptojaofe*!,  and  which  had  proved  fo  univerfally 
unprorjpular^  ;: 
^  Hrs  Lordfliip  allowed  tyfr.  Ktt  great  merit  for  his  inten? 
tionsi  He  faid  that  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  that  he  really  felt 
for  the  fitu&ion  of  the  country,  and  the  wretched  ftate  of 
public  dredit. 

Mr."i*o*  Concurred  in  opinioa  with  what  had  fallert  from  Mr.  Fox, 
the  noble  Lord,  and  was  convinced  of  the  abfurdity  of  pref- 
fing  a  divifion  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  , 

Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Baring,  &c.  faid  a  few  words?  after  whiph 
the  queftkm  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  propofed  in  lieu  of  the  duty  upoii  Mr,  Cfcan* 
ribbands,  a  tax  upon  raw  filfe,  after  the  rate  of  three  fallings  M*  pitt- 
per  pound,  of  twenty-four  ounce$  imported,  and  a  duty  of 
two  fhiHings  per  pound  on  every  potmd  pf  fifteen  ounces  of 
thrown  filk  imported — which  proportions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.' Chancellor  Pitt  propofed  to  new  model  the  hat-,ta*# 
by  providing,  that  every  dealer  in  hats  in  the  cities  of  JLon* 
don  and  Wefijotiinfter,  and  within  the  bills  of  mortality*  . 
fhould  take  out  a  licenfe  of  forty  fhilfings  per  annum,  and 
every  dealer  without  the  bilk  of  mortality,  a  licenfe  of  twenty 
/hillings  i  and  every  dealer  in  a  village,  not  a  market  town* 
a  liceme  of  ten  (hillings  per  annum  j  and  inflead  of  dividing 
the  hats  into  two  forts,  he  propofed  that  the  duty  fhould  ba 
progreffi  ve,  from  a  hat  of  three  /hillings  upwards,  and  the 
duty  be  in  proportion  to  thp  price.  The  propofitions  we*c 
all  agreed  to.  .      . 

Mr.Chatxcellpf  Pitt  then  propofed  to  alter  the  refolutioa 
relativeto  race-horfes,  and  propofed,  that  inftead  of  taxing 
a  horfe  a  guinea  every  time  he  flatted,  and  five  guineas  on 
the  winning  horfe,  that  it  fhould  be  two  guineas  on  every 
horfe  the  firft  time  of  flatting*  which  was. to  be  the  full  tax: 
for  that  horfe  for  the  year. 

Mr.  EckH  faid  the  t*x  on  borfe*  was  laid  too  high,  when'  Mr.  Eden* 
taken  at  iop,OOoL-7-the  tax   on    fesvants   only  produced 
40,0001.  at)d  therefore  the  calculation  was  five  horfes  to  one 
fervant.  ... 

Mr.  %ofe  faid  many  perfon$  kept  horfe*  who  had  no  Mr.  Rofc. 
fervants.  '      t       t      '    '  * 

fhe  feloiutfon  was  agrele^  to,' 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Chan.      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  informed  the  Committee,,  that  the 

ctJbr  Pitt.  part  of  the  Poft-office  bill  relative  to  franking,  letters,  muft 
be  communicated  to  the  Houfe  .qf  L,ords  by  a  repref$ntation 
—That  no  letter  dire£ted  by  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons fhould  pafs  free  unlefs  the  fubfcription  fhould  be 
written  with  his  own  .hand,  with  the  place  from  which  it  was 
fent,  and  the  date  written  in  words  at  length — Nor  any  letter 
dire&ed  to  a  member  be  free  for  more  than  forty,  days  after 
the  recefs,  and  unlefs  it  was  di reded  to  his  a&ual  place  of 
abode,  or  to  the  lobby  of  tfratHoufe.    .* . 

Mr.  Burke.       Mr.  Burke  faid,  the  privileges  of  the  independent  members 
were  frittering  away  very  faft. 
The  proportion  was  agreed  to. 

At  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  order  of  the  day  was  called, 
.  for  the  third  readingof  thj  India  Mil.  . 

Mr.  Burke.      Mr.  Burke  rofe:   he  faid,  that  before  the  Houfe  proceeded 
to  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Eaft-India 
bill,  he  begged  leave  to  fabmit  a  few  obfervations  to  their 
confideration  :    at  fo  late  an  hour  as  eleven  o'clock,  he  did 
not  mean  to  go  at  large  into  the  merits  of  the  bill  u  but  he 
could  not  help  faying  that  it  was  very  fingulat  it  fhould.  con- 
tain no  preamble,  on  which  the  neceffity  and  principle  of  the 
bill  were  founded.     A  former  bill  which  his  rkht  honourable 
friend  had  bropght  in,  contained  a  long  preamble,  a  narrative 
of  the  principal  grounds  on  which  it  was  founded;  but  the 
preferit  bill  feerned  to  let  at  defiance  the  voluminous  Re- 
ports that  the  labours  and  induftry  of  feveral  gentlemen  had 
produced  ;  for  it  was  framed  in  fuch  a  manner,,  that  muft 
convince  every  thinking  man,  that  no  credit  whatever  was 
given  fo  thefe  Reports  —  Of  the  bill,  he  muft  fay,  that  if  it 
was  meant  as  a  remedy,  no  mention  was  made  in  it  of  a  de- 
fed  which  was  to  be  remedied  by  it ;  and  therefore  no  one 
xould  fay  whether  it  was  an  adequate  remedy  or  not;  if,  oa 
the  other  hand,  it  was  admitted,  that  fuch  evils  as  had  been 
pointed  out  in  the  Reports,  really  exifted,  the  bill  contained 
no  remedy  at  all ;  on  the  contrary,  it  confirmed  all  the 
caufes  of  the  calamities  in  India.    The  Reports  accufed  the 
Company's  fervants  abroad,  and  the  Diredlors  at  home;  the 
former  of  rapacity  and  difobedience  of  orders^  the  latter  of 
countenancing  thefe  fervants,  by  fuffering  them  to  difobey 
and  plunder  with  impunity:  the  Reports  pointed  put  the  ne- 
'    ceffity  of  removing  and  'recalling  thofe  difobedierit  feryanW; 
the  bill  went  to  confirm  them  in  their  government :  the  Re- 
ports ftated,  that  the  government  of  the  Company  at  home 
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was  weak  and  impolitic ;  the  new  b'rll'left  the  government 
in  the  fame  hands  —  It  was  impoffible  that  all  this,  ihould  ' 
have  been  done,  unlefs  the  Minifter  in  the  HoufeofCom* 
mons  Had  been  of  opinion  with  a  great  law  Lord  in  another 
place,  that  theie  Reports  of  the  Seledt  Committee  and  Com* 
mittee  of  Secrecy  were  mere  fables  —  For  his  part  he  was 
ready  to  declare,  that  if  they  were  filled  with  falfehoods,  they 
were  bold  and  daring  calumnies ;  and  he  himfelf  was  a  bold 
aalumniator  of  characters,  that  deferred  the  greateft  praife.— 
He  wi  filed  to  have  an  opportunity  to  determine  this  fa£t, 
whether  the  Reports  fpoke  truth,  or  were  infamous  libels  on 
the  characters  of  innocent  men  ;  thofe  who  thought  them 
libels  would. rejoice  at  proving  it  to  the  world  ;.  and,,  there- 
fore, they  would  not  refufe  the  trial  they  now  called  for*   He  . 
was  ready  to  maintain  the  truth  of  thefe  Reports  ;  and  if  he 
failed  in  any  one  part,  he  would  confent  to  be  thought  the 
greateft  calumniator  in  the  world.     All  He  wanted  was  to 
have  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  the  charges  in  the  Reports  fully 
afcertained ;    thofe  who  would   oppofe  the    investigation, 
would  juftly  be  deemed  defirous  of  avoiding  a  difcufiion, 
which  by  proving  that  the  Reports  were  founded  in  undenia- 
ble fafts,  would  demonftrate  the  futility  of  the  prefent  bill, 
which,  fo  far  from  providing  a  cure  for  any  evil,  was  pal-  . 
culated  to  confirm  and  make  perpetual  the  calamities  under 
which  the  unhappy  natives  of  India  a&ually  groaned.    The. 
Reports  confifted  not  merely  of  charges  unsupported  by  evi-  < 
dence  ;    for  every  charge  there  was  a  voucher,  taken  from 
the  Company's  own  records,    which  nothing   could   con- 
trovert.    He  was  not  furprifed  that  Reports  of  the  laft  Par- 
liament  fhouid  be  difregarded  by  the  prefent  ;  but  he  was 
truly  aftonifhed  that  the  refuit  of  inquiries  undertaken  at  the 
exprefs  defire  of  His  Majefty  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
two  years  ago,   (hould  be  treated  with  fo  much  difrefpeft, 
by  thofe  that  held  in  high  veneration  every  thing  that  in  any 
degree  related  to  Majefty.     He  was  not  lefs  aftonifhed  to 
hear  that  a  learned  gentleman,  who  bad  been  Prefident  of  the 
Secret  Committee,  had,  with  the  uttnoft  pbilofophic  com** 
pofure,  heard  his  labours,  reviled  ;  and  thofe  very  Reports, 
Which  did  the  very  learned  gentleman  fo  much  honour,  treated 
as  fables  and  unfounded  charges.     He  was  furprifed  to  find, 
that  the  fame  learned  gentleman,  who  had  himfelf  moved  for 
the  recall  of  Mr.  Haftings,,  had  fince  declared  in  full  Par- 
liament, that  this  very  man,  whom  he  would  have  recalled 
as  the  caufe  of  the  calamities  of  India,  had  many  virtues, 
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The  private  virtues  of  a  public  man  were  not  fit  iubje#s  for 
difcuffion  :  it  was  not  of  any  confecpftencs  that  Mr.  Haftings 
wa(  a  good  father,  Hufoand,  fon,  or  brother  ♦  bat  it  was  of 
.great  importance  that  he  /hoold  be  a  good  Goverribf  i  arid  if 
he  was  a  bad  one,  it  was  not  the  doineftic  Virtue  of  &  man 
that  ought  tofh'reld  from  puniftiment  tht  plundering  sfad  ex- 
terminating Governor.  He  was  ready  how  to  go  into  the 
proofs  of  all  the  charges  contained  in  the  Reports  agatftft  Mr. 
.  Haftings  ;  all  he  looked  for  was  an  opportunity  to  maintain 
them  in  the  face  of  the  Hdufe  and  of  the  world ;  thofe  who 
-would  ftirink  from  the  inquiry,  would  fhew  that  they  were 
afraid  to  touch  upon  a  lubjecl  that  would  demonftrate  the 
abfurdity  of  a  bill,  which  left  in  the  hands  of  men  both  in 
India  and  England,  a  power  which  they  had  hitherto  'moft 
vfhamefutty  abufed,  to  the  difgrace  of  this  country/  the*  ruin  of 
the  Company,  and  the  plundering  of  the  unhappy  native*  of 
Hindoftan.  The  learned  gentleman  would,  perhaps,  be  afraid 
to  find  refuted  his  aflertion,  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  been 
wrong  only  in-breaking  the  treaty  of  Pootundur.  The  Hpufe 
would  judge  between  him,  who  wanted  nothing  more  than  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  go  into- the  proofs  of  every  charge 
contained  in  the  Reports,  and- thofe  wh*  fhotrtd  ihunand 
avoid  inquiry.  He  then  mode  fome  remarks  on  that  pert  of 
the  new  bill,  which  relates  to  the  eftabliflmtent  of- the- Court 
of  Judicature  for  the  trial  of  Eaft-hidi*  ddinquente.  ;  He 
ohfcrvad,  that  there  was  an  obfcurity  on  the  very  face  of  it; 
firfl,  the  very  idea  c£  a  judicature  rouft  be  founded  oil  the 
comroifSon  of  &imee  in  India ;  and  yet,  asr  the  bill  wac  prof- 
pedive,  and  not  jetrofpeflife,  thofe  perfons  wha  had  been  the 
delinquents  wficcaot  to  be.  brought  to  trial ;  nay,  they  were 
to  be. continued  in.  the  e»«rcife  of  thot  power  whwh  they  fead 
jnthertp  ufed.  only;  to  plunder  andt  exterminate  the  people* 
Bv  this  bill,  the  antient  rnqoifitorial  powers  of.  the  HciUe 
p*  Commons, wcce  taken  away,  their  right  to  order  pwrfetu- 
tioiis,  annihilated,*  .wJailft»  at  the  fanqre  time,  they  wm  to  be 
veiled  with  Judicial  powers,  unknown,  tx*  the  Canfikutioii  ef 
the  Houfe  of  Coammoa,  They  cool  4  no  longer  ordec  «be 
Attorney  .General  to.profec^te  an  EaftJtwUa  delinquent  -t  they 
mwit  new  wait  ttotil  the  King'iBenclxAoialijardeir  the  prefer 
cijtion  i  and  \hm  they  muft.b^otnewhat  the  Gemfatuusn 
nev^r  intend^  they  inauld  be,  judge*  erf  the  law  and  **ft  the 
fa#,  He  QWieJuded  by  tM>fing,<tbat  the  HacfV  would,  on 
Mpoday  next  rsfolve  i&lf  i*t*  a  Committee,  to  tnquinrnto 
th*  faft*  contained  m  tbe  Reports,  idactve  to  the  miigoron- 
menlof  India.  ... 

3  Mr, 
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Mr,  Bufidds  faid,  the  honourable  member  dot  having  beenf  Mr.Dun4w 
in  the  Houfe  when  he  had  fpoken  of  Mr.  Haftings,  had  been 
groffly  raifinformed  with  refpeit  to  what  he  had  {aid  of  that 
gentleman  ;  he  never  faid  of  him  that  he  had  many  virtues ; 
it  was  of  little  confequence  to  the  Public  what  were  his  pri- 
vate virtues :  what  he  had  faid  of  him  was,  that  he  was  a 
mixed  character,  in  which,  much  good  and  much  bad  was  to 
be  found.  He  never  faid  that  he  was  wrong  only  in  breaking 
the  treaty  of  Poorundur 5  for  he  certainly  was  to  blame  foi 
many  other  things  :  but  the  man  who  could  not  fee  the  fea- 
tures of  a  great  ftatefraan  in  the  negotiations  for  the  lat« 
peace,  muft  fhut  his  eyes  to  truth  and  to  convi&ion.  As  to  the 
bill,  which  the  honourable  member  had  fo  much  blamed,  h* 
thought  it  would  be  produ&ive  of  the  moil  falutary  confe- 
rences ;  and  he  was  fure  he  did  not  innovate  upon  the  Con- 
stitution, in  making  the  Houfe  of  Commons  exercife  judicial 
powers ;  for  it  had  always  been  in  the  pra&ice  of  ufing  fuch 
powers,  and  very  lately  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold. 
He  concluded  with  moving  the  order  of  the  day, 

Mr.  Burke  wifhed  the  learned  gentleman  joy  of  the  mixed  Mr.  Bwke. 
chara&er,  under  the  favour  of  which  he  was  endeavouring  to 
make  a  retreat.  For  his  part  he  would  not  build  a  golden 
bridge  to  facilitate  the  efcape  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
hifs  at,  and  revile  an  enemy,  who  could  think  of  making  a 
retreat.  He  wifhed  the  learned  gentleman  would  be  fo  ob- 
liging as  to  mentidn  fome  of  the  a&ions  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
in  which  he  could  difcover  good  ?  and  probably  he  would  be 
able  to  attach  guilt  upon  thefe  very  a&ions  which  the  learned 
gentleman  could  extol  as  proofs  of  merit.  Would  he  fay, 
the  merits  of  Mr,  Haftings  confifted  in  the  extermination  of 
the  Rohillas,  where  that  humane  Governor  fpared  neither 
man,  woman,  nor  child  ;  where  the  heads  of  the  unfortunate 
men  were  torn  from  their  bodies,  while  the  famiihed  women 
were  crawling  through  the  Britifli  camp,  to  implore  the  com* 
fort  of  a  little  rifce  ?  And  when  the  humanity  of  Colonel 
Chapman  revolted  at  the  horror  of  fuch  fpeftacles,  and  would 
have  rdieved  them,  tht  generous,  tender-hearted  Mr.  Haf- 
liugs  blamed  him  for  his  fenfibility  ?  Did  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Governor  General  Confift  in  his  treatment  of  Cheyt  Sing,  of 
the  mother  of  that  Prince,  or  of  the  other  princely  matrons, 
the  moft  illuftrious  of  Afia  !  Did  it  confift  in  the  deftru&ion 
of  the  country  of  Benares,  one  of  the  lovelieft  fpots  in  the 
univerfe;  where,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  the  officer 
who  commanded  in  chief,  and  who  was  ready  to  declare  it  at 
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'  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  could  not  find  an  uncultivated  fpot 
large  enough  for  a  fingle  battalion  to  encamp  on,  fo  great 
was  the  cultivation  and  fertility  of  the  country ;  a  country 
.which  now  lay  one  entire  wafte  ?  Did  his  goodnefs  confift 
in  the  extermination  of  the  Rohillas,  whole  country  he  had 
left  a  wildernefs,  without  inhabitants  or  cultivation,  after 
having  been  fuch  a  continued  garden,  that  the  commanding 
officer  ufed  to  march  his  men  ki  fingle  files,  for  want  of  faffi- 
cient  path  or  uncultivated  land  broad  enough  to  search  a 
greater  number  in  front  ?  As  to  the  judicature,  he  maintained 
that  it  was  a  complete  innovation  on  the  conftitution  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  for  though  in  its  fovereign  and  legifla- 
tive  capacity,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  two  branches,  it 
had  frequently  paOed  bills  of  pains  and  penalties,  itill  thefe 
were  ads  of  fovereign  power,  and  not  dtfpeniations  of  judge- 
ment, or  expounding  of  law.  He  made  no  doubt  but  what 
.  had  been  faid  in  former  debates-  was  true,  that  the  perfona 
who  were  the  caufesof  the  erection  of  fuch  a  tribunal,  would 
rejoice  in  its  .eftabli  foment ;  every  criminal  would  rejoice  at 
an  inftitution,  from  the  fword  of  whofe  juftice  he  himfelf 
was  to  be  fecured.  The  daring  highway  robber  m  Newgate 
would  have  no  objection  to  the  erection  of  a  judicature,  which 
was  not  to  inquire  into  hispaft  offences:  the  infinu  a  ting  pick- 
pocket would  rejoice  in  the  fame  circumftance,  and  die  plun- 
dering houfe-breaker  would  bug  himfelf  on  the  proipeft  of  el- 
cap  ing  under  fuch  a  tribunal.  Here  he  broke  out  into  the 
following  apoftrophe,  €i  Forgive  me*  O  Newgate,  if  1  have 
*'  thus  dishonoured  your  inhabitants  by  an.  odious  cotnpa* 
**  rifon  :  your  highwayman,  who  may  have  robbed  one  per- 
"  fon  on  the  highway,  ought  not  to  be  compared  to  hicn  who 
"  has  plundered  millions,  and  made  them  feel  all  the  calami- 
**  ties  of  famine.  The  murderer,  who  may  have  deprived  aa 
"  individual  of  his  life*  would  be  difgraced  by  a  comparifoa 
"  with  him  who  has  exterminated  the  inhabitants  of  whole 
'  **  kingdoms.      The  houfe-breaker  is  a  harmlefs  creature, 

"  when  compared  to  him  who  has  deftroyed  the  habitations  of 
"  millions,  and  left  whole  provinces  without  a-  henrfe," 

He  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  had  no  petfbnal  caufe  of 
diflike  to  Mr.  Ha  dings;  he  felt  nd  prejudice  agaihft.  Mm :  en 
the  contrary,  when  he  fat  in  the  Setedt  Committee*.  hefek  a 
ftrong  prepofleffion  in  his  favour,  from  the  lofty  panegyrics 
he  had  heard  of  him ;  fo  much  fo,  that  the  friends  of  Sir 
"Elijah  Impey  had  upbraided  him  with  being  greatly  partial  to 
-  the  Governor  General*    If  that  partiality  was  now  no  tnorafr 
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it  wys  becaufo  it  had  been  rooted  out  by  the  difcoveries  he 
had  made  in  the  Company's  Records,  while  he  fat  in  tins 
Selcft  Committee  — All  he  wanted  was,  that  the  Houfe 
woujd  give  him  an  opportunity  to  defend  the  Reports,  and 
to  make  good  ail  the  charges  they  had  brought  againft  the' 
Governor  General,  Since  he  faw  he  was  not  likely  to  obtain 
that,  h<;  would  not  fay  any  thing  more  againft  the  bill,  but 
{Imply  to  enter  his  proteft  againft  it  in  the  name  of  the  in- 
jured natives  of  India,. whofe  grievances  were  to  be  inquired 
into,  and  redreffed  by  thofe  who  had  occafioned  them. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  for  the  or-* 
der  of  the  day,  which  was  carried ;  and  Mr.  Burke's  war 
of  courfe  reje&ed. 

The  order  for  the  third  reading  of  the  India  bill  was  then 
read,  after  which  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Dempjlcr  moved  two  claufes  to  be  tacked  to  the  bill  Mr.  Dcmpi 
by  way  of  riders;  one  was,  that  the  Company  fhould  every  fttr* 
year  lay  before  Parliament,  an  account  of  military,  marine, 
and  civil  eftablifhments  :  the  other,  that  the  bill  fhould  ex- 
pire at  the  end  of  feven  years.  The  latter  claufe  was  the 
more  neccflary,  he  faid,  as  the  aft  could  not  be  repealed,  if 
it  fhould  be  found  not  to  anfwer  ?ny  good  end,  without  the 
confent  of  the  Lords;  and  as  it  was  an  aft  which  (b  greatly 
affe&ed  the  rights  of  the  People,  they  ought  not*  to  lie  at 
the  mercy  of  the  Lords. 

^Jr.  Dundas  objc&ed  to  the  firft  claufe,  on  thjs  ground,  Mr.  Dundas 
that  though  fuch   an  account  might  be  proper  in  peace, 
yet  it  would  be  dangerous  in  war.  » 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  thought  the  other  unneceflir jr. 

The  claufes  were  then  reje&ed,  and  the  bill  pafied  at  half 
paft  twelve  o'clock, 

July  30. 

A  Abort  debate  took  place  on  the  propriety  of  printing 
the  commutation  bill,  which,  as  it  was  a  tax  bill,  the  Houie 
would  not  confent  to. 

In  a  Committee  on  ways  and  me^ns,  that  1, 500,000!.  bo 
raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  with  inte* 
reft  from  the  5th  of  April  1785. 

That  the  farther  fumof  i,ooo,oopl.  be  raifed  by  loans,  or 
Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  as  above.  . 

That  the  duties  payable  on  candle*  made  of  wax  in  Great 
Britain,  do  ceafc  and  determine. 

O  o  s  That 
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That  two  pence  per  pound,  averdupoife  weight,  be  paid 
upon  all  wax  imported,  and  after  that  rate  for  a  greater  or 
leffer  -quantity. 

That  three  pence  per  pound  be  paid  on  wax  candles  made 
in  Great  Britain,  or  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  leffer 
quantity. 

That  a  duty  of  two  pence  per  pound  averdupoife  weight, 
be  paid  on  every  pound  of  fpermaceti  candles  made  in 
Great  Britain,  and  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  leffer 
quantity^ 

That  every  maker  of  wax  or  fpermaceti  candles,  do  take 
out  a  licenfe  annually  of  five  pounds. 

That  every  perfon  trading  or  felling  wax  or  fperma- 
'ceti  candles  in  Great  Britain,  do  take  out  a  licenfe  of  five 
fliillings. 

To  be  feverally  reported  on  Monday  next. 
Mr.Powyi.  Mr.  Powys  rofc  with  a  very  voluminous  fcroli  of  parch* 
ment  in  his  hand  :  it  was,  he  fekl,  a*  petition  from  a  very 
populous  and  refpe&able  province  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&g 
in  North  America.  He  hoped  fome  attention  would  be 
paid  to  the  prayer  of  a  petition  from  fuch  a  quarter  and  at 
fuch  a  time.  The  objeft  of  it  was  delicate  and  extenfive  — » 
It  aimed  at  great  reformation,  and  great  changes  in  the  theory 
of  gbvernment  cftablifhed  in  that  country.  He  thought  it 
honourable  for  a  free  People  to  yield  every  poffiblc  redrefs 
to  thofe  who,  under  real  and  palpable  grievances,  applied  to 
them  for  it.  It  was  an  evidence  of  their  confidence  and  their 
loyalty;  and' he  did  not  think  it  much  to  our  credit,  that 
no  attention  had  yet  been  paid  to  the  fituation  of  that  nu- 
merous and  refpeftable  body  of.  men ;  not  that  he  blamed 
His  Majefty's  Minifters  —  The  bufinefs  which  had  en- 
groffed  the  prcfent  feffion  of  Parliament  had  undoubtedly 
been  arduous  and  important.  He  did  hope,  however,  the 
matter  would  be  taken  up  at  an  early  period  in  the  next 
feffion,  and  the  particular  requifition  it  ftated  liberally  and 
candidly  difcuffed. 

The  petition  of  the  ancient  fubje&s  of  the  Crownrof  Great 
Britain  refiding  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  fet  forth,  that 
after  the  conqueft  of  the  province  of  Canada  by  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain,  the  petitioners,  by  a  proclamation  from  His  Ma- 
jefty,  made  on  the  7th  day  of  O&ober,  1763,  received  invi-» 
tation  and  encouragement  from  the  Qtqwq  to  quit  their  native 
countries,  and  fettle  and  become  eUabJi/hed  to  refide  in  the 
ijew  acquired  province  pf  Canada 5  and,  the  faid  proclamation 

held 


A.  1784.  DEBATES.  «S£ 

held  forth,  and  allured  the  petitioners,  that  a  government  and 
conftitution  feould  be  made  and  confirmed  to  the  petitioners 
and  fubje&s  of  the  Crown  refiding  in  Quebec,  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  His  Majefty's  provinces  in  America;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners, relying  on  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  hold  forth 
fcich  encouragement,  and  to  grant  and  confirm  fuch  a  Govern** 
ment  in  this  province  as  the  proclamation  of  His  Majefty  pro-  " 
mifed  to  the  petitioners,  they,  confiding  in  the  faith  of  the 
Crown,  pledged  by  the  laid  proclamation,  did  not  hefitate  to 
confider,  and  reft  fatisfied  that  the  conftitution  allured  to  the 
petitioners  and  the  people  of  Canada  would  be  eftabliihed  un- 
der thofe  considerations,  they,  from  time  to  time,  fince  ifloing 
the faid proclamation,  have  forfaken  their  native  countries, 
and  tranfported  themfelves,  their  families  and  pofleflions,  to 
this  province,  not  in  the  diffident,  but  the  confident  belief  of 
enjoying,  in  every  degree,  the  benefit  of  thofe  laws,  and  that 
freedom,  fecurity,  and  comfort,  in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
which  the  principles  of  the.  Englifh  conftitution  afforded  in 
every  part  of  the  Britilh  dominions  in  America;  and  that  the 
petitioners  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Quebec, 
without  a  murmur,  chearfully,  and  on  every  occafion,  have  ac- 
knowledged and  obeyed  thecontrolling  power  of  theParliament 
of  Great  Britain  to  legiflate  over  this  its  Colony ;  the  adtion* 
and  the  conduft  of  the  petitioners,  when  truly  reprefent- 
ed,  will  beft  exprefs  the  fincerity  of  their  loyalty  and  attach-- 
ment  to  the  Crown  and  Government  of  Great  Britain ;  *nd* 
the  petitioners  with  patience  have  fuffered,  during  ja  period  of 
anarchy  and  war,  rather  than  embarrafs  tfce  Parliament  wjth 
remonftrances  and  petitions  at  a  period  when  the  fafety  of  the 
nation,  and  the  prefervation  of  its  dominions  made  (acred 
every  moment  of  public  deliberation  ;  but  that  the  petitioners 
wifh  to  forget.  They  forbear  to  animadvert  upon  the  conftitu- 
tion and  the  Government  they  have  lived  under  fince  the  pat 
ling  of  the  Quebec  bill,  whatever  reafons  or  policy  of  ftate, 
whatever  idea  of  neceffity  at  that  critical  period  might  have, 
prefled  upon  this  people  fuch  an  aft  and  Government,  fo  con- 
trary to  the  growth,  the  welfare  arid  intereft  of  a  commer- 
cial ftate,  fo  adverfe  to  the  liberty  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
petitioners  and  the  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain  in  Quebecr  fa 
repugnant  to  the  Royal  aflurance  of  a  limited  and  mixed  Go- 
vernment,, fimilar  to  the  other  Briti/h  Colonies  in  America, 
and  in  which  the  people  legally  qualified  fhould  participate ; 
whatever  fuch  neceffities  ot  reafons  of  ftate  might  then  bet 
the  petitioners  prefurne,  they  can  now  rio  longer  have  exift- 
%  ense 
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fnce  to  fuppcrt  that  *&,  nor  that  any  confideration,  adverfe 
to  the  true  principles  of  the  Englt/h  constitution,  will  pre- 
vail with  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  withhold  from 
the  petitioners  that  Government,  that  liberty,  fecurity,  and 
comfort,  that  infinite  fource  of   profperity  and   happiueb 
which,  ynder  the  Royal  word  and  affurances  of  the  Crown, 
fove  been  the  means  to  induce  their  refidence  in  the  province 
of  Quebec :   With  the  Utmoft  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
Crown  and  Government  of  Great  Britain,  th§  petitioners  ap- 
proach this  Houfe  of  Commons  to  intreat,  from  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  a  repeal  of  the  aft  pafled  in  the  14th 
year  of  His  Majefty,  chapter  83,  making  provifion  for  the 
Government  of  this  prpvince,  and  that  an  a<ft  of  Parliament 
may  be  pafled  for  the  eftabliihment  of  a  Government  in  the 
province  of  Quebec,  formed  ta  move  and  exift  upon  the  prin- 
ciple* which  have  raifed  and  fupported  the  Englifh  conftitu- 
tion.   It  is  with  concern  the  petitioners  behold  the  burden  of 
Great  Britain,  and  with  great  pain  and  comihifefatiQn  they 
witnefs  the  infinite  diftrfles  of  the  loyal  fubjefts  of  the  Crown, 
who,  expelled  from  their  native  country,  are  daily  taking  Shel- 
ter, and  feeking  a  poor  and  even  a  painful  exiftence  in  this  a 
Britifh  Colony  :    However  their  diftrefles  may  fubdue  their 
petitions  or  their  claims,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will 
readily  perceive,  that  a  free  conftitution,  and  a  government 
fimilar  or  fuperior  to   that  under  which   they  had    been 
bprn,  had  lived,  and  were  happy,  will  be  confidered  by  thofe, 
the  injured,  the  diftrefled  fubjects  of  the  Crown,  as  the  firft 
prote&itn  and  comfort  which  the  Parliament  and  the  Na- 
tion, in  relief  to  their  diftrefles,  can  now  grant,  and  the  more 
fo,  as  it  will  be  a  protection  and  a  bleffing  not  merely  grant* 
ed  to  them,  but  extended  to  their  children  and  pofterity ; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  perfuaded  that  the  welfare,  bappi- 
nefs,  and  profperity  of  the  people  and  province  of  Quebec 
'  are  objects  of  the  lerious  and  benign  confideration  of  Parlia- 
ment, humbly  prefume  to  fuggeft,  and  ardently  pray,  that 
fome  amendment  may  be  made  to  the  fyftem  of  Government 
which  the  Royal  proclamation  of  1763  hath  promifed  to  the 
fubjeits  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  who  fhould  thenafier 
and  thereby  be  induced  to  refide  in  this  province  ;  and,  tb* 
petitioners  intreat,  that  fuch  alterations  may  be   made  and 
eftablifhed  by  the  a£r.  of  parliament  which  may  confirm  to 
the  people  and,  province  of  Quebec  a  conftitution  and  Govern  • 
roent  different  from  the  prefent. 

j  ft*    That  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  or  Aflemhly  of 
the  People,  tobechofen  by  the  parishes,  towns,  and  dirtiness 

of 
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of  the  province,  eligible  under  qualifications  firailat  to 
thofe  eftablifhed  in  the  Royal  Governments  in  America  ia 
j  763 ;  and  that  the  Affembly  may  be  renewed  and  re-ele&ed 
every  three  years. 

2d.  That  the  legiflative  Council  ibay  confift  of  agreater 
number  of  members  than  twelve^  which  at  leafl,  may- 
be the  majority  reqiiifite  to  carry  the  vote  of  any  raeafure  be- 
fore the  Council ;  and  that  the  appointment  of  fuch  members 
majr  be  during  their  refidence  in  the  province  and  life,  yet 
fubjedt  to  temporary  leave  of  abfence,  as  mentioned  in  the 
eleventh  article. 

3d*  That  the  criminal  laws  of  England  may  be  cOntinu* 
ed,  as  at  prefent  eilabliihed  by  the  Quebec  a£t 

4th.  That  the  ancient  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  country 
refpeding  landed  eftates,  -marriage  fettlements,  inheritances, 
and  dower,  be  continued  until  changed  or  altered  by  the 
legiflature  of  Quebec,  lave  that  owners  may  alienate  By  wiftf 
as  provided  by  the  tenth  fedtfon  of  the  Qjiebe6  bill. 

5th.  That  the  commercial  laws  of  England  may  be  de- 
clared to  be  the  laws  of  this  province  in  mittersof  trade  and 
commerce;  and  that  all  perfonal  anions  may  be  tried  by  the 
modes,  and  decided  upon  the  principles  of  the  commtin  law  of 
England,  until  the  fame  may  bfe  altered  by  the  legiflature  of 
Quebec. 

6th.  That  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  of  the  31ft  of  Charles  If. 
chap.  2.  be  made  part  of  the  conftitutional  law  of  this  pro- 
vince; and  that,  by  a  perpetual  law  of  the  Britilh  Legifla- 
turc,  fubjeft  however  to  fufpenfion  of  Legiflature  of  Que- 
bec, if  need  be. 

?th.  That  optional  jarfes  may  be  grafited  on  all  trials  in 
courts  of  original  jurifdiftion ;  and  that  nine  members  out 
of  twelve  may  in  civil  caufes  return  vefdi&s,  and  be  regu- 
larly balloted  for,  aild  a  panel  formed  as  in  England,  either 
in  the  caufe  of  an  ordinary  or  a  fpecial  jury,  at'  th£  option 
of  the  party  applying  for  the  fame. 

8  th.  That  the  Sheriffs  be  eleaed  by  the  Houfe  of  Affem- 
bly,  afcf  approved  and  corrimiffioned  by  the  Governor  at  \ 
every  fittfrig.  of.  the  LfcgiflatOre;  that  they  hold  their  ap- 
pointment during  the  period  eVe&ed  for  and  of  their  good 
behavitfft ;  that  they  find  reafonable  fecurity  for  a  faithful 
difcharge  of  their  truft  and  duty. 

9th;  That  no  officer  of  ^he  civil*  government,  judge,  nor 
iriinifter  of  jufticd,  be  fufpended  ty  the  Governor  nor  Com- 
toandfei;  in  Chief,  tot  th<  riifae'behrg,  from  the  honours,- du- 
ties, 
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ties,  falarics,  or  emoluments  of  his  appointment,  but  with 
ttie  advice  and  coofent  of  His  Majefty's  Council  for  the 
affairs  of  the  province,  which  fufpenfion  fhall  not  continue 
after  the  firft  fitting  of  tho  Legiflative  Council,  unlefs  it  be 
approved  by  the  fame ;  the  caufe  of  complaint,  if  approved, 
to  be  then  after  reported  to  His  Majefty  by  the  (aid1  Go- 
\  tremor  and  Legiflative  Council  for  hearing  and  judgement 
thereon. 

loth.  That  no  commiffion  be  granted  by  the  Governor  nor 
Commander  in  Chief,  for  the  time  being,  nor  any  appoint- 
ment made  to  a  vacant  truft  or  office,  of  what  nature  foever, 
nor  any  new  office  created,  or  commiffio$  granted  by  the 
iaidGovertior,  but  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  faid  Council,  to  be  approved  by  the  Legiflative  Coun- 
cil, as  in  the  preceding  article. 

11th.  That  all  offices  of  truft  he  executed  by  the  princi- 
pal in  the  appointment,  unlefs  from  leave  of  abfence  from 
the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  Coun- 
cil, which  leave  of  abfence  fhall  not  extend  to  more  than 
twelve  months,  nor  be  renewed  by  the  Governor,  but  with 
the  approbation  and  confent  of  the  Legiflative  Council* 

1 2th.  The  petitioners  fenfibly  feel,  that,  were  the  moll 
wife  and  fit  laws  eftablifhed  among  this  People,  yet  their 
welfare,  their  fecurity,  and  their  comfort,  mult  intirely  de- 
pend on  a  juft  and  impartial  execution  of  fuch  laws  :  what- 
ever conftitution  the  fubjefts  of  the  Crown  in  the  province 
may  obtain,  the  equal  and  true  adminiftration  of  juftice  muft 
be  the  bafis  of  their  happinefs ;  nor  is  it  but  with  the  utmoft 
fervency,  that  the  petitioners  implore  that  the  feats  of  juf- 
tice may  be  filled  by  men  of  jurifprudent  learning;  and 
whofe  abilities,  at  the.  fame  time  thev  are  adequate,  may  be 
lb  rewarded  as  to  be  confined  to  the  functions  of  adminifter- 
ing  juftice,  and  that  their  appointment  may  be  made  to  them 
to  hold  during  their  good  behaviour;  that  every  caufe  of 
aecufation  to  a  removal  proceeding  from  the  Governor  fhall 
follow  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  9th  article,  and  every  accu- 
fation  to  a  removal  on  the  part  of  the  Public,  fhall  proceed 
from  the  Houfe  of  Aflerobly,  and  be  heard  by  the  Legifla- 
tive Council,  which,  if  well  founded,  fhall  operate  as  a  fuf- 
penfion,  and  in  either  cafe  be  decided  on  appeal  and  report 
to  His  Majefty  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  twelve  judges 
of  England  ;  the  minifters  of  juftice  fo  appointed  ana  pro- 
tected,* muft  be  a  comfort  and  happineft  to  any  country  oj 
people,  and  the  Parliament  may  be  allured,  that  the  ancient 

fubjea* 
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ftbje&s  of  "the  Crown,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  will  *be> 
$ver  ready  to.  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  its  fbfteringpto*. 
teftion,  in  granting  fuch  a  fundamental  fecurity  to  t)ie- wel-< 
fare  and.hap'pinefs  of  this  people,  %  '  ^ 

13,  That  appeals  from  the  courts  of  juftice  ip  this  pro-' 
yince  to  the.. Grown,  may  be.  made  to  a  Board  of*  Council, 
or  Court  of:. Appeals,  compofed:of  the  right  honourable  th$* 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  judges  of  the  court*  0/  Weft^ 
minder  Ball. 

.  Such  are  the  prayers  and  intreaties,  of  the  petitioners,  th<* 
loyal  and  affeftionate  fubje&s  of  Great.  Britaij),-;r.e£diflg  ia 
the  province  of  Qjebec,  that  from  the  wifdom,  the  juftice, 
and  bounty  of  the  Crown  and  .Parliament,  tb^y-may  obtain 
to  this  province  a  con  ft  i  tut  ion  and  governmenr,  a  quietude 
and  profperity,  that  may  call  from  the  prefent.  people  and 
age  their  unceaiing  acknowledgements  apd.  gratitude;  and 
the  future  to  feel  as  may  the  prefent,  that  the  only  means 
of  happinefs  to  the  people  and  province  of  Quebec,  is  a  union 
and  fubmiflloa  to  the  crown  and  the  government  of  (^reat 
Britain- 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Burke  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  .the  Mr.  Burke. 
Houfe ;  he  was  aware  how  different  it  was  to  a&  from 
fafts  Efficiently  fubftantiated,  and  from,  reports  which  might 
be  either,  true  or  falfe.  The  matters  he  was  now  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  were. of  great  and  preffing  importance,  and 
he  doubted  not  would  be  found,  upon  trial,  to  depend  on 
the  beft  authority.  The  bufinefs  fie  undertook  would  lead 
him  to  mention  fome  articles  of  information,  which,,  in  his 
opinion,  demanded,  and  even  urged  the  moft  accurate,  mi- 
nute, ajid  immediate  inveftigation.  He  knew  not  how  far 
his  fervices  as  an  informer  might  be  liked  :  It  was  acharacSler 
for  which  heprofeffed  no  great  predilection  ;  an<Jif  he.might 
judge  of  the  prefent  from  the  paft,  it  was  not  likely  that  the 
part  he  was  to  a&,  was  either  an  acceptable  or  a  popular 
one  :  There  was  at  leaft  this  preemption  agairYft  it,  that  it 
would  readily  prove  offenfive,  in  proportion  as'found  to  be 
true.  For  the  mode  of  judging  with  a  certain  clafs  of  menl 
had  of  late  been,  not  for,  but  againft  evidence  ;  foot  becau^p 
convifted  of  its^ reality,  but  becaufe  it  was. convenient  to  fee 
no  reality  in  any  thing  which  bad  the  moft  cliftant  femblances 
of  reality  from  that  quarter.  f  Here' was  the  great,  ftumbliogr 
block  which  had  undone  India^  an$l  which  would  ultimately 
undo  England.  A  very  large  tody  of  individuals  were  united 
:,;Vol.XVI;    *       *  lPp  *  and 
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afcd  de^rniinedtoproteft  the  Company's lemrttt  frbnt  aftery 
foit  bf  iflquifition*  This  was  the  *>nly  Way  by  wbith  th* 
guilty  £6tftd  be  fcrccncd  frorti  juftke  —  by  which  thofe  wto 
deferyed,  could  efcape  punMhnttnt  1  A  confederacy  Wa* 
formed,/  for  th«  foie  purpofc  of  extolling  the?  India  goVfciu- 
ment  as  a  good  one,  arid  the  Governor  a*  ttniiftptachable. 
Thfe  whfcte  drift  of  this  crooked  policy,  was  to  keep  the  posr 
patives  Wholly  out  <>f  fight*  We  might  hear  enough  about 
what  great  and  illuftrious  exploits  were  daily  performing  oa 
that  cotjfpicudus  thejrtfeby  Imtons  :  But  iirileTs  foote  dread- 
ful cafaftrbphc  Was  to  take  place— unleft  foriie  hero  or  hfereine' 
was  to  fall  —  urilefs  the  tragedy  Wa*  to  he  a  very  dfeep  atirf 
bloody  ehfe ;— rwe  were  never  to  hear  of  sttiy  native**  being 
*n  ador !  No.'  The  field  wis  altogether  e^grfcfiid  by  Ehg-» 
lifhmtip ;  and  thbfe  who  WerCchiefly  interested  in  t&fc  Aat&er 
a&ualty  excluded,  The  extraordinary  drcbmftitte*,  to 
Which  the  World  owed  fo  many  unexampled  tranfi&icms,  titei 
tib  other  than  a' belief,  induftrioufly  prt>£aguted  inlndfe,  fbtt 
all  the  meafares  of  the  Company's  fervadts  *rt*re  approved 
and  con§rmed  by  authority  from  borne*  This  had  been  4rJhjg 
held. up  to  that  unfortunate  race  of  men,  as  the  radical  jttmti- 
ple  of  the  Indian  Government :  So  that  whether  their  Englifh 
matters  djc^lt  in  peculation^  iu  dppreffibn,  in  tyranny,  6ffa 
tnurder,  it  was  not  to  gratify  their  own  unbounded  avarice 
jOr  ambition  -r  it  was  not  to  render  themfel ves  independent  &f 
t  ihofe  who  employed  thern-^-tb  afnali  fchdrrhous  F6rf artei^  ted 

to  return  to  this  tountry,  and,  in  the  fate  of  ill'law  fefttt 
juftice,  blazon  the  infamous  trophies  of  extortion  and  rapine! 
'No.— rThefe  were  none  of  their  motives ;  they  afted  <Jmjlty 
authority,  and  firmly  relied  on  fopport/rdm  btfoe.—  Hfcfehe 
*ead  an  e*traS  from  fom&  of  Mr.  Hattings'  letters  to  Vhe 
prreftors,  as  tranferi Bed  into  the  Journals  6f  f*arlhaftehrf 
from. the  Reports  of  former  Cdmmittees,  in  whicli  an*  ac- 
knowledgement was  explicitly  made  by  thfct  gentlettlan,  of 
Vis  having  thus  availed  himfelf  of  fach  aft  e*pedient,  even  at 
a  timjfc  Whten  it  was  the  current  opinion,  that  til  thfe  poorer 
aftd  authority  of  the  Company  were  exerted  in  managing 
and  controlling  his  proceedings.  While,  therefore,  he  fcas 
ravaging  countries,  depopulating  kingdom's,  reducing  the 
gardens  of  the  tinivcrfe  to  a  idefert,  plundering  opulent 
towns,  and  consigning  to  atrocious  cruelty  and  dettru&ion, 
the  innocent  *nd  induftrious  inhabitants  of  Whole  empires,  he 
laid  the  entjre  obloquy  of  his  conduft  to  the  authority  under 
flrhfch  he  pretended  to  aft.    From  this  orteibattd  at)  Ibofc 
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Cool  enormities,  vyhlch  h?d  deluged  the  Indies,  in  pjovert£;  and 
blpo4»  *od  flung:  the  Britifh  empire  into  one  complete- feenc 
of  awmpfity  and  diftr^ion.  Whatever  projects  ambitipa 
$K9f>0fed>  avarice  grafped;  or  cruelty  perpetrated}  thi$ 
3jMogy  1W  ready  \Q  cover,  to  extenuate,  to  authorifej  to 
V*g?p  or  tojanftion  tbc  whole  !^  jt  was  always  fuppoftand 
protection  frornhme*  which  gave  operation  and.  effect  to  ra- 
pacity, tq  peculation,  atid  to  bloodfhed  abroad!  In  tbit 
TOV&aer  the  Engtffh  Government  was  traduced,  and  the  very 
game  of  Britons  become  infamous  and  execrable.  Therg 
wa$  a  time,  I0.be  lure/  when  much  was  done  in  the  Honfc 
of  Cprarpons  to  counterwork  the  malignant  influence  of  fuel* 
?q  impolitic  apd  mercilefs  principle*  He  frequently  heard  * 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  DundasJ,  whom  he  faw  in  his  place^ 
ppur  put  a  dreadful  torrent  of  eloquence  and  inveftive,  for 
the  PUrpofe  of  declaring  to  the  whole  world,  that  the  fervant* 
of  the,  Company  were  no  longer  the  objects  of  fopport  at 
il/HM ;  tfrat  this  country  were  not  fharers  in  their  guilt ;  and 
tfot  juffice  would  undoubtedly  overtake  delinquents,,  whofd 
£OP<Juft  bad  brought  the  fouleft  reproach  on  the  Britifh  cha* 
t&ffcer  I  With  what  a  catalogue  of  the  blackeft  crimes  had.h$ 
npt  charged  themf  Jn  the  face  of  this  Houfe.  a#d  of  the  fcub- 
&c  •  ?qd  by  *  derail  of  evidence,  which  fwelled  the  Journals 
of  Farliaiiiept,  ai?d  blackened  the  annals  of  the.  nation,  whielp 
ioier^fted  ^e  curiofity^  and  roufed  the  indignation  of  aty 
Europe,  zxiA  vyhicli  would  defcend  to  po fieri ty  unbroken* 
FVgvivocal,  and  unimpeached,  he  demonftrated*  to  the 
cp^pleje  iausfa&ion  of  all  who  understood  the  fubjecT",  that 
*be  fcogliib  Government  in  India  had  become  alraoft  as  in* 
fampu*  at  bogie  as  abroad — had  loft  all  credit,  even  with  it* 
fovereigns  in  Leadenhall- Greet  —  ha4  not  only  refufed  com? 

Jliance  with  the  reputed  orders  of  the  Company  f  but  unit 
ormly  contradicted  them ;  and  that  therefore  an  imqiediat^ 
?nd  uniyer&l  reform  was  become,  iudifpenfable*  The  recal 
of  Gpycrnor-general  Haftings  was  the  copfcquence  of  theftf. 
bold  and  fplrited  exertions*  This  feeraed  the  only  expedient 
Which' the  wifdou>  of  Parliament  thought  adequate  to  thjtf 
evil :  And  the  mealfure  undoubtedly  pofTeffed  the  confidence 
pf  the  Public  at  Urge.  Things  were  rtaw  brought  to  a  crifis  $ 
Whoever  doubted  but  an  order  fttrifr  the  Court  of  Directors, 
pt  an  ordf  r  ^om  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  might  finely,  but 
efpecially  when  connected,  have  been  able  to  bring  from  *~ 
India  a  fervant  of  the  Company,  No  fucb  thing.  Thej 
perimeut  was  made,  and  made  with  every  profpeft  of  f 
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6n  the  iide  of  this  country  :  But  who  can  eftimate  the  in- 
fluence of  corruption,  when  fupported  by  all  the  treifurres  of 
India  ?  This   powerful  and  opulent  country  was  evidently 
worfted  in  the  ftruggle,    and  the  fequel  of  the  conteft  has  * 
proved,  that  the  fupport  from  home,  however  fecret  and  myf- 
terious  in  its  operation,  was  neverthetefs  real,  and  always  at 
hand  to  anfwer  the  bafeft  purpofes,  like  prompt  paymeiir. 
The  great  queftion  therefore,'  under  fuch  a  feries  df  nrifctm- 
duft,  ftifl  was,  How  were  the  natives  aiFefted — -what  were 
their  bardfhips  —  in  what  manner  were  they  to  be  relieved — 
front  whom  were  they  ultimately  to  expeft  afiiftance  ?•  Was 
thefe  no  door  of  mercy  left  open  for  fo  many  millions  of  our 
fellow-cFeatures,  who  had  long  groaned  under  every  fpecie& 
of  the  grofleft  oppreffion  ?  Or  were  the  whole  Britifti  poflcf- 
fions  in  India  formally  profcribed  by  aft  of  ParliamehtJ  or 
tonfigned,  however,  to  the  fcourge  of  the  men,  whofe  out- 
rages had  already  reridered  the  fineft  and  raoft  fertile'  pro- 
vince's on  earth,  one  barren  unhofpitable  folitude  \     He  now1 
appeared  in  behalf  of  thofe  Indians,  whom  our  barbarous  po- 
licy Had  ruined  and  made  defperate.     Their  grievances  weref 
ibnparatlelled  in  hiftory^  and  feemed  to  increafe  in  propQftiorf 
as  they  became  unable  to  bear  them.  The  Eqglifh  .cftkbfifli- 
inent  among  them  appeared  to  have  no  other  object,'  Jtttag  td 
fcccumqlate  their  oppreffion  and  diftrefs;     Was  fuch  Vttron- 
ftrous  abufe  of  power— fuch  a  defolating  calarhity  — -fo  enor- 
mous a  rhifchief,  to  continue  its  operations,  without*  end*  or 
}irrtifaticm  :  Where  were  the  innocent  fufferers  to  appeal  ? 
Their  tyrants  were  evidently  inverted  with  ntw  powers.' 
Thofe,  at  leaft,  by  which  fo  much  damage  had  been  done, 
Were  approved,  and  received  fuch  a  protection  front' bamet  a$ 
.  Was  enough  to  makeevery"  individual  Indian  tremble  for  his 
life,  in  proportion  as  hispfoperty  rendered  him  an  objc&of 
rapacity  anddeftruftion/   And  were  men  in  fuch  a  predica- 
ment as  this,  'to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  demanding  juftice 
from  the  very  author's  of  their  wrongs  —  had  they  any  thing 
like  the  mere  forms  of  equity  to  expeft  from  fuch  as  had  in- 
jured them  —-Would  not  their  heavieil  complaints  be  treated 
&s  chimerical,  and  their  moft  urgent  petitions  be  rejected,  as 
groundfefs  and  abfurd)     The  people  of  Quebec  had  juft 
brought  forward  a  petition  ;  their  requifition  would  be  heard; 
public  juftice  demanded  it  in  their  name,  and  they  wanted 
not-friends  in  this  country,   who- Would  faithfully  reprefent, 
enforce,  and  facilitate  their  claims.     They,  happy  people ! 
were  not  opprefled  by  a  Governor  General,  over  whom  the 
l'J         ■  •     .  •  Britifli 
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Britifh  legiflature  had  no  power,  whofe  friends,  both  in  Brk 
tain  and  India,  triumphed  in  the  plenitude  of  authority,  and* 
whofe  inhuman  and  execrable  meaftrres,  proceeded  on  full 
fecurity  of  prote&ion  from  home.  No.  They  were  con- 
nected-with  many  who  were  determined  to  fee  them  righted, 
who'generoufly  made  their  caafe  their  own — who  were  even 
rnterefted-  in  taking  their  parts.  But  the  natives  of  India, 
were  tmiverfaHy  abandoned  to  their  fate  :  They  had  not  only 
to  ftruggle  againft  the  moft  dreadful  odds,  but  were  abfo-* 
lutely  without  friends  or  refource.  Their  riches  were  gone 
to  make  the 'fortunes  of  thofe,  who  now  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
ill  their  complaints.  Where  was  the  friend  of  the  Minifter, 
or  the  favourite  of  the  Britifh  Court,  or  the, member  of  Par- 
liament,  whofe  influence  promifed  fuccefs,  who  would  ftand 
up  an  advocate  for  the  unfortunate  Almas.  A^lfCawn  ?  Alas  !• 
the  fituation  and  property  of  this  man,  like  a  great  many  of 
his  countrymen,  deftroyed  hiai,  attra&ed.the  attention,  fti- 
mulated  the  avarice,  and  brought  down  the  vengeance  of  the 
Britiih  on  his  head.  The  crime  of  having  money  was 
imputed  to  this  unfortunate  prince,  which,  like  the  fin 
againft  th6  Holy  Ghoft  in  Chriftiari  theology,  in  India 
politics  'can  never  be  forgiven.  It  fcemed  impoffible,  in 
this  inftance,  to  plunder  without  murder.  The  bloody 
edict  is  therefore  iffued.  Mark  how  foon  the  fatal  fci- 
ence  in  that  country  is  brought  to  perfeftion  !  No  mat- 
ter what  is  done,  provided  the  manner  of  doing  it  be, 
properly  managed.  Yet  he  had  heard  of  a  letter,  and  of  a 
murder,  brfometbimj  very  like  it,  recited  in  that  letter ;  an 
extraft  of  which  had  come  to  his  hand.  From  this  extraft 
he  learned  that  orders  had  been  fent  to  arreft  Almas  AR 
Cawn  :•  but  this  gentleman-like  bufinefs  mull  be  done  id  the 
moft  gentleman-like  manner.  The  Chief  muft  be  taken, 
and  he  muft  alfo  be /a/  to  death;  but  all  this  muft  be  fo  con- 
trived as  to  imply  no  treachery.  Here,  was  honour  of  a  very 
lingular  and  nice  defcription  —  Plunder,  peculation,  andT 
even  aflaffiaatioD,  without  treachery  !  —  Such  was  the  ex- 
treme refinement  which  diftinguifhed  the  cruelties  of  the 
Eaft*  All  poflible  delicacy  was  even  to  be  ihewo  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  a  ferocity,  the  fouleft  and  the  moft  atrocious  that 
ever  blackened  the  proftitution  of  ufurped  authority.  The 
fcafoQ,pf  fuch  extraordinary  proceedings  was  not  lefs  extra- 
ordinary. The  precaution  is  no  compliment  to  the  fenfibi* 
hty,  but  to  the  cunning  and  •pufillanimity  of  *  the  mind 
wfth  whom  the  bloo4y  mandate  originated,    There  wfer* 
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perfpni  to  whpro  fo£h  a  circwftance  rojgjhi  procure  *  han- 
dle of  reproach  or  ift*f&y*.  Qn  this  account,  fe%  AJm* 
Ali  Cawo  ha  deprived  of  hi*  life  with  as  litrjc  iodec^ncy  h 
peffbtf,  Th*  profcj^tion  u  abfolut*  *r*he  raoft  dip  ;  bg 
lpt  his  death  H  pftpatrat*}  booeftl j.  This,  bow*v?r,  wai 
•bIjf  one  ioftawx  #£  i*aay-  wb$rp  jthe  few:  *pild  agd  oat* 
eageous  policy  prevailed,  and  throated  an  qttjnr  txjtcrrojaa- 
ttoa  ef  §11  0*r  fetjcifif  b»  in  that  part  of  the  mA4,  Ewy 
diftrift  fiiffoft  in  India  daily  exhibited  marker  fpeciroem  ?f 
&e  ft  W  wbuttuwrity  and  djfelofed  fctnes  of  fnifecy  .*nd_4e- 
g>»4*li$»9  Vy  *»«*n$  of  ppr  jnifmanageawnt,  of  which  few 
Europeans  $011$  fe*y*  any  conception*.  M4  wh*t  had  (be^ 
dap*  *9  dhecfc  *W  rayage*  and  ambition  of  the  Company'* 
fewnt*?  Hid  fawmtoent  interfered  to  prevent  or  pi»t*a 
*nd  fp  thefe  s^yagancte*  ?  W^  there  any  probability  of 
tbmgs  (rifu^g^fwlu*  9*  ?  j&Hdef  afpefl  ?  Had  thp  fyfra 
framed  uA  mH$**£  by  the  wi#e#i  of  the  new  ParfiMaeat 
at  komf,  or  any  lafp  i»efrfufi?*  carried  i^o  a^ccujiott  by  tbf 
Supreme  GfeuMil  abro#J,  giv$n  hopes  gC.btfttr  titjgg^  i  Hi 
wifo?4  to  <iod  4*efe,  and  a  tjhoufepd  ftwh  !|Ufft¥>Hf*..PWW  to? 
aftfwtred  io  tb<?  affirmative.  He  applied  t$  *h*  Treaty 
Btnch,  mho  hafl  all,  undoubtedly*  niade  tW^fe^**  aaa£pc* 
of  the  fafts  in  fcbate.  He  would  appeal  *P a  gemch JMgfcr 
th^rfbe  Tr^ftfory  ?efK&  :  he  pneaitt  tie  btfim  ifasgh  &• 
Mrjd  it,  where  rite  agent*  of  the<Jo*ppafly  ^ndrf  rf*rCo»- 
patiy's  Servants  fat,  *fc*  honoorary  fopportaj*  of  tbdhrofQ 
Adtoi^ftration,  He  a&ed  what  the  Hoqfe  a#d  *h**ph#l* 
world  were  Jefy  to  conclude  from  that  irapwtty  witr>.*«hich 
the  m$ft  enorjpous  tratfifaftion*  of  thofe  *?ho  ikad  aha  good 
fortoac  tp  perpetrate  thctn  in  India  were  Stated?  GowW  ** 
Houfe,  without  horror  aod  indignation,  wcgJteft  {jhfrbprba-* 
tous  ufage  which  twp  unfortunate  priiKoffes  ha^  e^pprifoc^  ? 
The  tale  \vfeic)i  the  hiftory  of  theft  Udies,  th^  ^oth* r  M^ 
gi?a^<J|notlier  of  the  Vizier  of  Oyde,  difc|ofed  to  Europe  and 
10  posterity,  was  coough  to  ma(;e  chi Idrtn  yet  mttioritjblaih 
for  the  rapacity  and  brutality  of  their  fath^r^,  aa  Wf ll» 
^«(h  the  check*  of  Britons  for  tbke  flagitious  con^iaJ&'fQf  th»r 
COttOtrywrn*  We;re  sojt  the  neareft  !«latioi»  of  tfe^fc  ift^ 
trious  wom^n  tempted  to  betray  anjd  ruin  the^j:?  W^e  they 
not  stripped  of  their  all9  and  Teducod,  frona  th^ft^Lfitaa* 
tions  which  thp  country  afforded,  to  a  &at*  of  peiulay  aai 
beggary  )  Were  not  thefe  dreadful  fufferings  inflid^J  be- 
eaofe  the  woipcri,  who  had  ort  a  former  ocqafionfinftrtedan- 
dor  that  fpjrit  of  outrage  an4  rapacky  which  hatkftaiBped 
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hi  blo6d  the  atrocious  footftepd  of  the  Indian  Government, 
apprehending  a  •repetition  of  the  fame  depredations,  aflumed 
the  C6imr£e  which  became  their  danger,  and  defended  thctu- 
felves  tb  Ate  utmoft  of  their  power.    This  hapfrcned  during 
our  rdtdemiary  eommiffion  for  the  geverniftent  of  that  couo* 
try.    They  were  bereaved  even  of  their  jewels :  their  toi* 
lets,  *h6f€  altafs  of  beauty,    were  faerilegioufly  invaded, 
*nd  the  very  ornaraSrits  Of  the  fox  foully  purloined !    No 
plate,  no  prefenetj  «<**  cv*n  that  of  Majefty,  Wat  proof 
agairift  the  fevere  inqtrifititfit  of  the  mercenary  and  the  mer* 
cilefs.      But  where  Was  all  thi*  iffuneftfe  booty  ?    Was  it 
placed  to  account  ?  No*  — *  Had  it  beta  occupied  for  ifivciU 
ing  any  of  the  Company'*  fhips  ?  No.  —  Where  then  waa 
It  ?  Ought  not  fome  memorandum  of  it  to  exift  ?  The  fad 
was  uncontrovertible ;  bht  the  certain  effcft  which  it  waa 
meant  to  produce,  and  wbteh  it  did  produce,  fecrned  obi  ice* 
rated. and  vanifhed  for  ever**— Need  he  tell  the  Houfe  that 
Mahomed  Caun  had  Written  a  letter  on  t)£  ruin  of  his  coun* 
try,  Conceiving  it  his  duty  not  to  remain  (item  while  a  fcene 
of  fuch  diftrefs  prefetttcd  ltfetf  to  his  view  wherever  he  turn* 
*d  his  eye.    This  province  wad  ftot  able  to  produce  a  twelfth 
W  what  it  had  done  bdt  a  fhdrt  titee  before*     Here  nature 
had  lately  bloomed  in  luxuriance  and  bounry ;  the  inhabU 
tants  had  been  rich,  contented,  and  contributed  their  (hare 
1b  every  harden  propofed  with  chearfuloefs  and  faeisfa&ion; 
Wow  aft  armed  force  could  not  extort  from  them  one  twelfth 
part  of  what  they  had  then  granted  voluntarily.     Could  any 
man  be  at  a  lofs  to  conjecture  the  reafen  of  fo  i^id  a  declet^ 
lion,  fince  it  appeared  in  this  inftance  that  the  revenues  de- 
ereafed  in  proportion  to  the  violence  and  force  employed  in 
tollefting  them.     He  wiflied  frOm  his  heart  any  one  would 
contradict  the  fafts  ftated  with  regard  to  this  Wretched  coun- 
try.   Reafonsof  State  undoubtedly  might  be  given  in  great 
abundance,  and  an  apology  made  for  every  outrage  which 
the  ftrong  could  cxercife  over  the  weak  :  but  falls  were  fu* 
perior  to  fophiftry,  and  would  always  fpeak  for  themfelvcs* 
Was  not  this  country,  prior  to  the  dirty  and  miferahlc  inter- 
ferences of  Englifh  politics,  (b  plentiful,  fo  well  cultivated, 
and  fo  rich,  as  to  deferve  the  name  of  the  Eden  of  the  Eaft. 
There  was  nothing  like  its  fertility  and  luxuriance  in  thofc 
barren  fituations  where  we  cxifted.     It  exhibited  to  Euro- 
peans a  new  fpeftade  of  Nature  putting  forth  all  heT  ftrength. 
But  where  now  was  ibis  beautiful  paradife  t  It  was  no  where 
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to  be  founds  This  ddigbtful-.fpot;  the  joint  ^flfett  of  na- 
ture and  art,  the  united  work  of  God  and  man,  was  no  more. 
The  country  was  extirpated.  Haman  Ifowiab,  the  -well- 
known  appellation  of  Mr.  Haftings  in  India,  had  reduced 
the  whole  to  a  wafte,  hpwlirigdefert,  where  no  hurrtan  crea- 
ture could  exift.  ,He  challenged  the  abettors  of  fuch  defpla* 
tion  to  ftand.  up  and  give  him  the  lye. .  Aod  how,  or  by 
tvhat  arguments,  could  a  Government  be  defended,  iunder 
which  fuch  a  feries  of  irreparable,  unexampled,  and  uncon- 
trovertible miferies  exifted  ?  — He  defired  the  Indian  and 
Treafury  Benches  to  look  at  Bengal,  and  to  think,  with  hor- 
ror, that  while  we  were  forging  new  chains  for  the  wretch- 
ed natives  of  that  place,  Heaven  was  refcuing  them  from  our 
machinations  by  a  famine,  which  raged  at  this  very  rpoment 
in  the  environs  of  Calcutta.  He  called  upon  Major  Scott, 
Mr.  Atkinfon,  and  fevcral  of  the  Company's  friends  who 
fat  behind  the  Treafury  Bench,  to  contradift  any  of.  his 
fiatements.  Jt  was  from  a  country  thus  pillaged,  depopu- 
lated, and  deferted,  hopes  were  entertained  of  retrieving  the 
Corppany?s  affairs.  And  thofe  men,  \vhofe  dreadful  delin- 
quencies were  notorious  and  unpardonable,  were  notwith- 
standing empowered  by  the  Britilh  Government  to  a.£k  with 
more  extennve  authority  than  ever  in  that  very  capacity 
which  they  had  already  rendered  the  fcourge  of  India  and 
the  opprobrium  of  England..  Thefe  were  the  men  who  had 
promifcd  a  revenue  equivalent  to  all  the  neceffities  of  the 
Company,  apd  the  arrears  due  from  it  to  this  country..  Was 
the  Houfe  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  fum  to  be  railed, 
and  of  the  fituation  of  that  country  which  was  to  produce  it? 
In  what  ftate  could  they  fuppofe  that  empire  in.  which  a  fa- 
mine reached,  in  its  dreadful  progrefs,  the  very  gates,  of  the 
capital  ?  1  here  was,  he  knew,  a  Committee  watch  ins;  the 
caufes  and  effects  of  this  difmal  calamity,  called  the  Com- 
mittee of  Famine  :  but  this  was  no  matter  of  furprife  to 
kirn.  The  policy  which  had  for  fome  time  prevailed  in  Betv- 
gal, was  adequate  to  the  greateft  evils  which  could  befal  its 
miferable  inhabitants.  That  country  was  not  more  populous 
than  this.  There  were,  according  to  the  beft  calculation 
that  could  be  obtained,  nearly  the  fame  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  both.  Here,  however,  the  duty  on  fait  exceeded 
very  little  the  fum  of  250,000!.  ;#  but  there  it  produced  juft 
twice  that  fum.  The  fame  fort  of  ftandard  was  in  general 
-applicable  to  every  article  of  revenue.  Whatever  taxes  we 
paid,  it  fcemed  to  be  the  fyftem  of  our  Indian  Governors 
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to  impofe  the  double  of  that  burden  on  their  Uibje&s.  TheiT 
Land  tax,  where  ours  was  only  four*  was  not  left  tban  cight 
fliillings  in  the  pound.  And  what  but  a  paffion  of  the  mod  • 
flagitious  rapacity  could  be  the  caufe  of  fuch  an  enormous 
cxaftion.  It  was  not,  he  found  at  lad,  altogether  poffible 
for  either  the  Company  or  the  Legislature  to  overlook  fuch 
a  fyftem  of  delinquency.  Some  remains  of  decency  com- 
pelled them  to  make  occafional  rcmonftrances  on  the  fubje&s 
where  their  fcrvants  had  incurred  moft  blame.  The  orders 
which  they  ifTued  were  therefore  replete  with  the  beft  ad- 
vice. Never  did  he  fee  more  found  morality  than  in  thefc* 
In  theory  their  fentiments  were  divine ;  but  in  their  conduit 
how  literally  and  awefully  had  the  medal  been  reverfed.  — • 
He  had  read  fomewhere,  that  great  were  the  company  ofprea* 
chers.  He  was  lorry  their  labours  had  not  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful*  as  moft  of  the  miferies  they  had  brought  on  a  harm* 
lefs  people  originated  in  their  preaching  when  they  ought  to 
have  commanded^  [Looking  at  Mr.  Dundas,  he  exclaimed, 
that  Saul  too  was  among  the  prophets  ;  but  he  had  proved  on? 
of  thofe  whofe  doftrines  had  a  Saviour  of  death  unto  death,  and 
not  of  life  unto  UfkJ]  What  then  was  to  be  the  end  of  all 
this  ?  It  was. now  too  plain  the  Britijh  Legislature  would  not 
interfere  for  the  falvarjqn  or  relief  .of  people  rtho  had  never  \ 

injured  them,  though  injured  by  them  in  the  fouleft  manner* 
They  would,  however,  find  redrefs  where  neither  the  Cora* 
pany  nor  this  country  could  prevent  an  attention  to  their 
wrongs ;  crimes  which  involved  the  fuffcrings,  the  ruin  not 
of  individuals  only,  But'  of  nations  ana  empires,  could  not 
ultimately  efcape  the  righteous  judgement  of  God.  The 
guilt  and  devaluations  we  had  carried  into  a  country  with 
which  we  had  no  concern,  would  be  regarded  as  an  infult 
on  his  conduft,  who  had  the  hearts  of  Kings,  of  Minifters* 
and  of  fbcieties  in  his  hand.  In  all  thete  tranfaftions  he 
law  an  over-ruling  Providence  making  fuch  arrangements  as 
fhould  render  it  utterly  impra&icable  for  the  criminal,  how- 
ever barricaded  with  power,  however  loaded  with  wealth, 
kqwever  extolled  by  flattery,  finally  to  eftjape.  A  cry  for 
Vengeance  had  gone  forth  and  reached  his  ears,  who  never 
could  be  inattentive  to  the  diftreffes  of  his  creatures ;  and 
we  could  expect  as  little  mercy  from  him  as  we  had  (hewn  to 
them.  We  were  ftill  more  in  his  power  than  the  poor  In- 
dians were  in  ours.  Should  he  but  withdraw  his  finger,  we 
fhould  become  as  little  among  the  nations  as  ever  we  were 
great.  Did  we  not  already  exhibit  marks  of  this  aweful  de- 
VolXVI.  Cl<l  xeliftion? 
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*  rcliftioni  Yes.  —  The  country  was  devoted  to  deftru&ion : 

that  Houfe,  the  venerable  palladium  of  its  liberties,  was  an* 
nihilated  :  the  Conftitution  had  received  a  ftiock,  which  it 
would  never  recover :  the  empire  was  mutilated,  and  its  very 
credit  tottered  to  the  foundation*  Thefe  were  fymptoms  of 
a.diflblution  at  hand.  The  decree  waft  fixed;  and  as  cer- 
tainly as  we  had  regarded  the  fuffexings  and  grievances  of  the 
Indians  without  mercy,  our  puniftiment  would  come;  without 
mitigation*  What  are  thefe  men,  faid  he,  pointing  to  the 
Treasury  Bench  ?  Are  they  not  the  Miniftersof  vengeance 
to  a  guilty,  a  degenerated,  and  unthinking  nation  ?  Yes.—* 
They  are  literally  the  executioners  of  that  aweful  and  irre- 
verfible  v.erdift  which  is  regiftercd  in  Heaven  agatnft  uSy  and 
commiffioncd  by  the  Great  Sovereign  of  the  world,  who  hath 
deftined  them  his,  fcourge,  in  loading  with  fuch  a  feriea  of 
oppreifive  taxes  as, have  no  example,  a  people  whofe  unprin- 
cipled ambition  have  rendered  them  infamous  in  both  extro 
mitics  of1  the  globe.  Hew  concluded  this'  part  of  his  fpeech 
with  moving  €€  That  thereto  laid  before  this Houfe  copies  of  all 
f<  letters,  in/iru3ionsf  or  minutes,  relative  id  the  fei%ure  of  the 
4*  per/on  of  a  native  of  India,  refideHt  in  the  Country  of  Oude% 

,  *c  called  .Almas  All  Caum^  and  for  putting  the  faid  Hativp  to 

"  death* 

jviaj.  Scott.  .  Major  Scat  faid  he  was  led  to  fecond  the  motion  made  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman ;  and  he  hoped,  the  Uoufej  would 
have  the  goodnefs  and  humanity  to  fuffer  the  motion  to  pafs, 
He  hoped  the  inftru&ions  given  by  Mr,  Haftings  to  Mr, 
Brtftow,  the  paper  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  al- 
luded would  be  produced,  and  then  the  Houfe  would  feehow 
completely  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  mi{in- 
formed,  when  he  faid  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  authorised  or 
recommended  the  murder  of  any  man.  Thofe  inftru&ions 
were  given  in  Mr.  Haftings's  name,  with  the  knowledge  and 
concurrence  of  the  Supreme  Council.  The  Major  faid,  he 
had  great  pleafure  in  eafing  the  apprehenfions  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  as  to  the  famine  which  he  had  ftated  to 
have  prevailed  in  Oude  and  Bengal.  There  had  been  a  very 
grievous  famine  in  the  diftridts  of  Agra  and  Lahore,  and 
about  Dehli ;  but  in  thofecountries  we  had  no  concern  or  in- 
influence.  Great  alarm  did  prevail  both  in  Oude  and  Bengal; 
but  the  Major  faid,  he  had  the  happittefs  to  inform  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  that  very  providentially  a  great  quan- 
tity of  rain  fell  in  Oude,  in  the  month  of  January,  which 
had  faved  the  wheat  harveft,  on  which  the  inhabitants  gene- 
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rally  fubfifted.  In  Bengal  every  fear  of  a  famine  was  at  an 
end,  and  the  common  prices  of  rice,  both  in  Calcutta  and  all 
over  Bengal,  had  been  thirty  feers,  or  fixty  pounds  weight 
the  rupee,  at  the  higheft  price.  With  refpeft  to  the  mono- 
poly tm  fait,  the  Major  faid,  he  could  aflure  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  that  the  price  was  neither  grievous  nor 
oppreffive,  and  lower  than  the  average  price  for  the  tail 
twenty  years,  though  it  produced  above  500,000!.  a  year  to 
the  Company.  As  he  was  up,  the  Major  begged  to  fay  a 
word  or  two  of  the  Reports  of  the  Sele6t  Committee,  He 
allured  the  right  honourable  gentjeman,  that  he  had  com- 
plained to  General  Smith,  in  1782,  that  his  evidence  had  been 
garbled.  The  tight  honourable  gentleman  had  moved  the 
other  day,  that  the  Reports  fliould  betaken  into  consideration, 
when  he  knew,  at  the  fame  time,  that  fuch  a  motion  would 
be  negatived  ;  there  was  nothing  he  fo  earnellly  wiflied,  as  a  • 
confideration  of  thefe  Reports  by  Parliament :  but  had  they 
not  both  appealed  to  the  Public,  and  had  not  the  Public  de- 
termined again  ft  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ?  He  knew, 
the  Major  faid,  the  refpeft  that  was  due  to  Reports  of  that 
Houfe,  and  God  forbid  that  he  fhould  prefume  to  fpeak  of 
them  improperly  :  but  the  pamphlets  which  were  publi/hed 
by  Mr,  Debrett,  under  the  title  of  the  Ninth  and  Eleventh 
Reports,  ha  had  called  falfe  and  fcandalous  libels,  and  he  had 
proved  them  to  be  fo— As  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  had  laid  of  Oude,  he  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  inform  him, 
that  the  Refidency  was  completely  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
Vizier  had  given  the  fecurity  of  Lala  Buccherage,  and  other 
banjcers^  whofe  names  were  familiar  to  them  both,  for  the 
complete  payment  of  the  Company's  balances  at  flated  periods. 
He  had  alfo,  the  Major  faid,  the  pleafure  to  inform  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  that  the  mother  and  grandmother  of 
the  Vizier  were  on  the  moft  intimate  terms  with  him,  that 
their  jaghires  were  reftored  to  them,  and  that  t;here  was  not 
the  fmalleft  idea  of  plundering  them. 

Mr,  Burke  declared  the  honourable  gentleman  had  con-  Mr,  Burke, 
firmed  every  word  he  had  faid  -~  The  famine  which  lie  had 
mentioned,  was  eftabliftied  beyond  a  controverfy,  by  the  beft 
authority  which  could  be  obtained,  and  the  f«&  could  not 
be  allowed  without  admitting  the  exiftence  of  thofe  caufes 
which  unavoidably  produced  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  alfo  in  effeft  confeffed  the  government  to  have  been  fo 
bad,  that  they  were  obliged  to  return  it  into  the  hands  of  its 
original  owners,  as  not  being  able  to  make  any  thing  of  it 
thprpfelvcs-^  but  the  wretched  people,  from  whofe  territo- 

Q^cj*  ric$ 
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ries  they  had  withdrawn  their  Refident,  they  took  care  to 
make  the  prey  of  ufury— What  elfe  was  meant  by.  the 
fecurity  of  bankers  to  guarrantce  the  Company's  acquifi* 
tiohs  >  He  defired  to  be  contradi£fced  and  corrc&ed  if  he  mif- 
ilated  iny  particulars  :  but  he  a£ted  on  information  Which 
he  knew  to  he  found,  and  every  fa&  he  advanced  would 
thus  reach  th6  public  ear  under  the  fanftion  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  teftimony.  He  was  by  no  means  conici- 
cu9  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  evidence  was  garbled 
probated  in  any  degree  incorreftly  •  l^ut  tfhe  thought  it 
was,  his  redrefs  was  open.  Why  did  he  not  complain  to 
thejfjoufe'?.  He  had  a  right  to  have  made  fuch  an  appeal  — 
Tfce  Houfe  would  have  taken  up  his  caufe,  arid  the  matter 
Undergone  a  frefh  inveftigation.  Every  one  knew,  that  in 
framing  Reports  of  Committees,  it  was  not  cuftomary  to 
ftate  the  entire  evidence  of  every  witnefs,  but  that  part  only 
which  was  moft  applicable  to  the  point  for  which  it  Was 
adduced;,  and  whenever  any  doubt  arofc  about  the  fairnefs 
of  feleftion,  the  praftice  had  always  been,  to  refer  to  the 
minutes.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  therefore,  if  he 
chofe,  move  for  the  minutes  then  ;  by  them  he  was  ready  to 
abide,  -rr  But  he  forefaw  all  thofe  general  and  vague  charges 
were  only  meant  to  blunt  the  force  of  his  ftattments,  and 
to  hold  up  a  fpecious  but  unmeaning  language  to  the  Pub- 
lic, .  He  received  with  readinefs  and  fatisfaftion  the  chal- 
lenge vyhich  had  been  given  on  the  fubjett  of  the  Re- 
ports. It  was  eafier  to  fay  they  were  falfe,  than  to  prove 
it  — He  fufpefted  the  attempt  would  go  no  farther  —  It  was 
not  neceffary — It  might  be  impolitic — The  multitude  were 
hot  always  in  a  capacity  to  diftinguifh  between  alfertion  and 
argument.  He  owned  the  Reports  were  libels,  and  libels  of 
the  bittereft  fort,  as  they  contained  nothing  but  truths  that 
were  equally  melancholy  and  alarming  to  the  credit  of  this 
country.  He  had  been  urged  to  appeal  to  the  Public;  thia 
appeal  he  was  not  much  inclined  to  make  :  the  Public  were 
perhaps  more  difpofed  to  liften  to  tne  honourable  gentleman 
than  to  him,  and  he  was  averfe  to  be  tried  by  a  tribunal 
which  could  give  no  judgement;  but  he  demanded  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Houfe,  and  the  Houfe  only  could  come  to  a 
deciiion  on  the  point.  It  was  the  caufe  of  the  Houfe  ;  the 
Houfe  were  much  more  interefted  in  the  iffue  than  he  was, 
or  any  individual  could  be  ;  and  he  was  perfectly  indifferent 
to  the  opinion  of  coffee  houfes  and  newfpapcrs. 
The  papers  were  then  ordered,  '  . 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Burke  then  moved  **  77?at  there  &  laid  tefore  this 
u  Hmefe,  copies  of  ail  letters  relative  to  any  demand  of  monies\ 
*c  or  orders  to  take  the  famey  from  the  mother  or  gfvndrhcih'er 
**  of  the  Soubah  of  Oude,  fince  the  firfi  of  January,  1 7 82."  ' 

Major  Scott  begged  again, to  repeat,  that  he  did  cornplain  to  Major  Scott 
General  Smith,  that  his  evidence  was  not  fully  given  ;  arid 
he  defired  to  tell  the  Hotife,  that  the  whole  and  entire  evi- 
dence  of  Lieutenant -colonel  Robert  Stuart  had  been  fup- 
prefled.  There  was  not  a  word  of  it  publiihed,  though  jt  was 
moft  important,  and  went  fully  to  confirm  the  Governor  Ge*- 
aeral's  predi&ions  as  to  the  ruin  of  dude.  When  the  treaty 
of  Luck  now:  was  concluded,  by  which  we  acquired  BenareS, 
and  fo  much  influence  in  Oude,  Mr.  Haftings  acknowledged  . 
the  advantages  of  that  treaty  to  the  Company  $  bift  he  (hid  it 
intift  puih  the  Vizier.  And  this  rernark  was  noticed  by  the 
Secret  Committee  in  their  Fifth  Report,  as  the  right  honour- 
able gen  tleinan  (Mr.  Dundas)  might  recollect.  The  Com- 
pany had  brought  about  two  millions  and  a  half  ftefling  frdm 
Oude  in  the  lait  ten  years.  Was  it  poflible  that  fuch  a  dram 
as  that,  from  a  country  without  mines,  and  with  little  trade, 
Could  be  made  without  impoverishing  it  ?  And  to  that  point 
Colonel  Stuart's  evidence  went,  though  the  whole  was  fup- 
prefled.  Mr.HaftihgS's  remarks  were  the  fame  \  but  he  had 
the  pleafure  to  tell  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  it 
was  determined  on  the  31ft  of  Deceml>er  to  abolifh  the  re-' 
fidency,  and  to  leave  the  country  totally  to  the  management 
<rf  the  Vizier,  as  the  double  government  was  found  to  be  per- 
nicious to  the  country.  But  he  repeated,  that  Mr.  Haftings 
foretold  in  1775,  what  would  be  the  confequence  of  our 
having  fuch  an  influence  in  Oude  :  and  the  evil  was  now  re- 
moved. 

Another  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech, 
Major  Scdtt  laid,  he  rauft  take  notice  of.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  afFe&ed  to  defpife  an  appeal  to  the  Public, 
and  had  faid  they  were  not  competent  judges  of  .this  queflipn 
of  India  Reports.  ,u  Good  God  of  Heaven  !  (exclaimed  the 
<c  Major)  have  I  btenafleep  thefe  fix  months !  Why  what 
"  have  both  of  us  done,  but  appeal  to  the  Public?  Did  not  , 
•'  the  right  honourable  gentferrian  print  his  famous  fpeech  of 
"  the  fecond  of  December  laft,  and  did  not  I  print  my  reply 
"  to  it?  and  have  I  not  fully  and  fairly  refuted  all  the  right 
"  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  on  the  Rob  ilia  war,  on  the 
44  Marattah  war;  about  Oude,  the  Begums,  and  the  opium 
«  contracts  :  and  I  ufed  no  other  authorities  than  tbofe  very* 

"  Appen- 
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H  Appendixes  which  the  Reports  refer  to.  Why,  Sir,  was 
"  not  the  Ninth  and  Eleventh  Reports  printed  as  pamphlets 
*'  by  Mr,  Debrett  ? — Was  not  that  an  appeal  to  the  Public? 
€i  Were  they  not  fent  under  blank  covers  to  Peers  of  Par- 
**  liament  ?  What  was  The  Siyurce  of  the  Evil,  Popular 
**  Topics,  The  True  State  of  the  Qneftion,  and  Vulgar 
"  Errors,  but  an  appeal  to*  the  Public  ?  And  what  was  the 
'*  motion,  mads  the  other  day  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
"  tleman,  and  fines  printed  as  a  pamphlet,  under  the  title  of 
"  A  Representation  to  His  Majefty,  but  an  appeal  to  the 
"  Public?  To  the  Public  I  appeal  too  j  and  I  have  fairly  re- 
"  futed  fifty  aflertions  contained  in  the  Reports,  and  am  ready 
"  to  come  again  before  the  fame  refpeftable  tribunal,  or  be- 
*'  fote  this  Houfe,  whenever  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
♦*  pleafes."  Here,  the  Major  faid,  he  muft  again  mention, 
what  he  had  before  #ated,  ^n<}  when  a  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had^  in  another  place,  talked  about  the  Reports,  he  men* 
tioned,  that  Mr.  Debrett  bad  fent  them  to  him  v  and  furely 
he  was  intitled  to  Aate  fuch  a  proceeding  in  the  maimer  in 
which  he  did  ftateit.  The  Major  faid  farther,  tbathe  could 
inform  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  the  Houfe,  that 
Mr.  Middleton  arrived  the  day  before  from  Bengal,  and  he 
was  fure  he  would  give  any  information  that  could  be  required 
by  that  Houfe.-— The  paper  was  ordered. 

Mr,  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  rofjf  again,  and  moved,  "  That  an*,  account  of 
"  what  became  of  the  jewels,  and  other  valuables  taken  from 
"  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  Vizier  of  Qude*  fhouW 
u  be  Jaid  before  the  Houfe." 

Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  and  faid,  if  the  honourable  gen- 

etiior  Pitt,  tleman  went  on  in  that  manner,  making  motions  for  which 
there  were  no  parliamentary  grounds,  there  would  be  noend 
to  it.  How  did  that  Houfe,  as  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  know 
the  fafi:,  that  any  jewels,  or  any  valuables,  were  takeafrom 
the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  Vizier  of  Oude?  And  if 
the  motion  pafled,  what  was  the  proper  office  to  expeik  fuch 
an  account  from  ?  To  relieve  the  Houfe  from  the  difficulties 
into  which  the  motion  would  throw  it,  he  laid,  ^e  would 
move  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  was  aftonifhed  at  the  condufk  of  the  Minifter; 
it  was  abfurd,  though  not  unaccountable.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  not  given  him  time  to  ftate  his 
grounds,  for  grounds  he  had,  and  would  ftate— He  did 
hope  a  time  of  reckoning  would  yet  come,  whenhefhould 
be  heard,  and  heard  with  a  decency  which  the  futyefi  de- 

ferYedj 
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feryed.  But  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  loft ;  its  dignity, 
its  energy,  its  utility,  was  no  more— Did  they  imagine, 
becaufe  every  thing  went  as  they  wifhed  at  prefentythe 
world  was  blind,  or  pofterity  would  be  blind  to  the  eyils 
they  thus  entailed  on  their  country.  The  tnfcrifibility  of 
Government  to  the  foul  enormities  lately  perpetrated,  and 
now  perpetrating  by  our  countrymen  in  the  Eaft,  was  (hock- 
ing—  He  deprecated  the  day  the  knowledge^  them  had 
ever  come  to  his  mind.  The  miferable  obje&s  it  exhibited, 
countries  extirpated,  provinces  depopulated,  cities  and  na- 
tions all  overwhelmed  in  one  mafs  of  deftruftion,  conftantly 
preyed  upon  his  peace,  and  by  night  and  day  dwelt  oh  his 
imagination.  To  relieve  that  devoted  country  from  fomp 
of  the  many  enormities  under  which  it  had  groaned  fo  many 
years,  he  had  toiled  many  an  hour,  when  others  were  amuf- 
mg  themfdves  m  a  way  which  was  likely  to  ferve  them 
more  fubflantially  than  his  labours,  however  affiduous 
and  unremitted,  ever  bad  ferved  him,  or  ever  would.  But 
the  cries  of  the  Dative  Indians  were  .never  out  of  his  ears—* 
Their  diftreffes  roufed  his  whole  foul,  and  had  kept  him 
bufy  when  thofe  who  now  fneered  at  his  earneftnefs,  and 
(enubility  were  much  more  agreeably  engaged.  The  fafts. 
related  in  papers,  which,  underthe  direction  of  Parliament, 
he  was  obliged  to  read,  had  left  on  his  mind  fuch  an  im«  .  .  . 
preffion  of  horror,  as  had  frequently  deprived'  him  of  flccp ; 
be  was  confequently  defirous  of  feeing  a  conclusion  to  fuch 
barbarities  and  fuch  details,  as  the  moft  favage  or  hardeft 
heart  could  fcarcely  read  without  fhuddering  — To  put  a 
flop  to.  peculation,  to  tyranny,  and  to  robberies  and  aflaffi- 
nations  of  the  moft  daring  and  Ihamelefs  defcriptiog,  he 
had  exerted  all  his  faculties ;  he  was  fully  committed ;  his 
chara&er  was  before  the  Public ;  he  rifqued  all  the  little  po* 
pularity  which  his  labours  had  procured  from  a  grateful 
Publit  — It  was  in  hopes  of  breaking  the  fpirit,  or  checking 
the  operations  of  that  inhuman  fyftem,  that  he  had  fo  fre- 
quently and  fo  patiently  fubmitted  to  the  fcorn  and  derifion 
of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  world  —  Observing  Mr.  Macna- 
mara,  Mr.  Rotle,  Mr.  Grenville,  and  others,  laughing  at 
his  ferious  apprehenfions,  he  faid,  the  fubjed  was  a  fit  tub* 
jeft  for  levity  —  Millions  of  innocent  individuals  had  been 
made  the  viflims  of  our  indifcretion,  and  what  reafon  bad 
he  to  complain  being  mide  the  butt  of  juvenile  ftatefmen; 
who,  like  a  young  Emperor,  of  as  much  fenfe,  and  per- 
haps more  feofibility  than  they,  though  in  one  unguarded 

moment, 
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.  moment,  he  fiddled  at  the  fire  which  he  had  kindled  in  the 
metropolis  of  the  univerfe,  could  affcft  to  be  merry  at  re- 
citals which  ought  to  make  them  pale.  He,  for  his  own 
part,  thought,  the  dreadful  procedure  of  Providence  was  fo 
ftrongly  and  obvioufly  marked,  as  to  have  efcaped  no  man 
but  thofe  who  wifhed  nqt  to  obferve  it —  He  believed  from 
his  heart,  the  vengeance  of  heaven  to  be  raifed  againft  this 
country.  By  authorifing  the  njafiacres  which  had  been  fo 
foully  perpetrated  and  repeated  in  India,  Britain  was  now 
become  a  land  of  blood  —  Much  innocent  blood  h^d  been 
fhed,  and'  he  doubted  was  ftill  fhedding  -*-  But  an  avenger 
would  certainly  appear  and  plead  the  caufe  of  the  wronged 
^vith  thofe  who  had  wronged  them  —  Yes,  the  arm  of  God 
was  abroad  -—  His  righteous  vifitation  was  already  begun, 
and  who  could  tell  where  it  might  end  ?  He  knew  with  ac* 
curacy  how  to  dlfcricninate  ,the  good  from  the  bad,  thofe 
who  had,  from  thofe  who  had  notf  imbrued  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  their  fellow  creatures.  The  inftrurnents  of  his 
wrath  were  infinite^  and  would  be  exercifed  without  ceafing 
or  interval,  till  the  redrefs  of  the  wretched,  and  the  punifh* 
roent  of  the  oppreffors  were  completed.  This  great  work 
Providence  was  vifibly  carrying  on  againft  a  country,  who, 
by  its  crooked  policy,  had  ripened  itfelf  fpr  destruction. 
What  were  the  infatuation  which  feized  usfo  generally,  the 
debt  which  hung  about  our  neck,  with  a  weight  which  pre- 
cipitated our  downfal;  our  want  of  union,  our  want  of 
principle,  and  our  want  of  confequence,  but  certain  indi- 
cations of  a  maledifltion  which  the  dreadful  wretchednefs  we 
had  entailed  on  a  people  rrrueh  better  than  we,  had  brought 
at  laft  on  our  own  heads  r  After  enforcing  thofe  beautiful 
and  affrfting  fentiments,  by  a  variety  of  pertinent  andfplen- 
did  paffagcs  from  fome  of  the  Latin  claffics,  nothing,  he  faid, 
could  be  more  ftriking  and  appofite  than  the  following  lines 
of  our  own  poet : 

O  wretched  guardians  of  a  charge  too  good  I 

"it  mian  deicrters  of  your  brother's 'blood  I 

Know,  if  eternal  jufticp  rules  the  ball, 

Thus  ihall  your  wives  and  thus  your  childrcfc  fall  j 

On  all  the  line  a  fudden  vengeance  wair, 

And  frequent  hearfes  fhali  befiege  the  gate : 

There  paifengers  feall  (land,  and  pointing,  fey* 

While  the  long  funeral*  blacken  ail  the  way, 

Lo  I  thefc  were,  they,  whofe  fouls  the  furies  fteel'd, 

And  curs'd  with  btarts  unknowing  how  to  yield : 

I  Thus 
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Thus  unlamonted  pafs  the  proud  away, 
The  gaze  of  fools  and  pageants  of  a  day. 
•  So  periih  all,  whofe  breaft  ne'er  learnt  to  glow* 
For  others  good,  or  melt  at  others  woe ! 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  anfwered  thefe  allcv 
gations,  but  how  ?  His  anfwers  were  before  the  Public,  and 
rhe  public  would  judge  -—  The  Reports  of  the  Committee 
had  all  their  vouchers  —  The  validity  of  thefe  challenged 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  Public  at  large  under; 
the  fan&ioh  of  Parliament  —  Their  reality  had  been  Uar 
peached  indeed,  but  impeached  in  a  way  which  evidently 
fhewed  the  impeachment  was  only  made  to  ferve  a  purpofq* 
but  never  meant  to  provoke  a  trial.  This  was  the  great  or> 
je£t  of  his  wifhes  —  Oh  I  he  exclaimed,  what  would  he  not 
rifque  to  find  all  the  fcenes  of  horror,  to  which  no  defcrip- 
tion  was  equal,  but  which  were  recited  in  thofe  Reports, 
nothing  but  a  fiftion  ?  He  wilhed  it  for  the  honour  of  hu- 
manity ;  from  fympathy  to  millions  of  hopclefs  individuals* 
and  efpecially,  from  an  anxiety  which  he  had  long  felt,  to 
retrieve  this  Houfe,  this  eountry,  this  generation,  and  even 
this  Company,  from  infamy  and  execration*  Why  would 
not  thofe  men  who  had  avowed  fo  unequivocally  convio 
tions  of  their  own  falfehoods,  come  forward,  and  authen* 
ticate  their  allegations  ?  He  would  meet  them  with  alacrity*  f 
on  the  fpot,  and  in  the  moment  he  was  prepared  to  put  the 
truthsof  every  ftatement  contained  in  feventeen  volumes  o£ 
RcpQrts  to  the  teft*  Where  was  the  man  who  would  take,  t 
him  at  his  word  ?  He  difclaimed  all  obftinacy  of  opipipn  — . 
No  member  in  the  Houfe  would  be  more  happy  ,in  fjie  iflue, 
ihould  he  fail  in  fupporting  his  allegations,  than  he  would  be* 
It  would,  in  faft,  be  to  him  a  dilboyery  more  precious  and 
grateful,  than  the  difcovery  of  a  new  world.  Why.  did  not 
they  who  poiTefled  the  fecret,  incompaffion  to  mankind  reveaL 
it?  To  this  precife,  but  defirable  objeft,  all  his  endeavour*- 
went.  Did  they  not.thcrefore  deferve  to  be  fecpaded  ?.  Much: 
was  faid  in  the  Houfe,,  which  tended  to  propagate  ap  ppioiorv 
that  nothing  was  wrong  in  our  India  Government,  tfe  wa*. 
eager  to  find  fuch  an  opinion  .well  eftablUHecL  Nothing  WM 
more  likely  to  decide  10  material  a  queition  ps  a  revifal  of 
whatiad  been  reported,  frfter  three  years  laborious  dijjgfcnee, 
by  Cotvmitteos  appointed  fpr  tjate  fole  purpolc  of  .arranging  ail 
the  materials- whi^h. bad  ^ec"  produced,  on  th?  fub}«&.     But* 
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whenever  he  urged  the  point,  a  thoufand  apologies  were 
made,  and  his  motions  over-ruled.  The  order  of  the  Jay  was 
the  only  anfwer  he  could  obtain  to  the  moft  obvious  and  per- 
tinent queftion  he  could  put.  Indeed  the  order  of  the  day  had 
its  erica  within  thefe  walls ;  but  would  the  order  of  the  day  fa- 
tisfy  the  world  i  Would  the  order  of  the  day  wipe  away  the 
difgrace  which  branded  the  chara&er  of  the  nation  ?  Would 
the  order  of  the  day  refcue  the  Minifter  from  reproach  for  thus 
affiduoufly  avoiding  all  inquiry  into  the  grievances  of  India? 
To  thefe  ends  the  order  of  the  day  was  not  adequate  ;  but  the 
order  of  the  day,  while  the  Company  had  fo  many  of  their 
friends  in  the  Houfe,  would  always  be  able  to  fupprefs  dis- 
agreeable truths,  to  fcreen  a  notorious  delinquency,  and,  by 
a  (hocking  medley  of  fophiftry,  impudence,  and  vague  decla- 
mation, impofe  on  the  People  of  England,  and  keep  tbem  in 
the  ^ark.  He  cotald  excufe  an  honourable  gentteman  (Ma- 
jor Scott)  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  conteft.  He  avowed 
an  agency  which  required  fidelity,  and  he  had  always  given 
him  credit  for  his  indefatigable  exertions  and  honour  in  thus 
faithfully  and  openly  adhering  to  the  intereft  of  his  principal : 
but  furely  the  fame  obligation  did  not  extend  to  the  Houfe  in 
general.  How  was  he  to  account  for  the  infenfibility  of  the 
young  Minifter,  who,  at  a  time  of  life  when  companion 
was  in  its  prime,  regarded  the  fufferers  of  India  with  fo 
much  indifference ?  He,  more  than  any  other,  could  afford 
them  redrefs.  The  majorities  which  had,  during  the  pre* 
fent  feffion,  fo  ably  fupported  his  meafures,  were  competent 
to  the  objed.  The  other  Houfe  was  wholly  his  own.  He 
could  not  doubt  but  his  heart  would  go  with  him.  The  tight 
honourable  gentleman  had  none  of  thofe  connexions  to 
ftrugglc  with  which  bound  the  honourable  gentleman  (Major 
Scott;  behind  him ;  he  had  furely  undertaken  no  agency, 
which  it  would  be  dishonour  in  any  degree  to  refinquifh. 
He  did  not  reprefent,  as  pcrfonal,  any  great  man*  whom  it 
might  be  dangerous  to  abandon  or  offend.  The  honourable 
gentleman*  who  filled  this  refpe&able  fituatioa,  had  executed 
bit  truft  completely 5  and  more  ample  powers  had  never  been 
given  to  any  man ;  for  it  feems  his  commiffion  enabled  him 
to  do  every  thing,  except  one,  and  that  fingte  exception  was, 
that  he  mould  not  refign  his  Government  of  Bengal.  It 
aftoniQied  him  to  recolleft  the  procefs*  or,  rather,  the  farce, 
which  this  man  had  exhibited  to  hit  countrymen  for  many 
years.  .The  moment  he  is  ordered  to  return,  his  friends  all 
pledge  themfclres  fot  his  obedience/  Butftlll  it  has  hap- 
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pened,  and  probably  always  will  happen,  at  lcaft  till  his  ob- 
ject is  perfeftly  obtained,  that  fomething  invariably  inter- 
feres, which  renders  his  compliance  with  the  command  of  his 
mailers,  and  even  the  authority  of  this  Houfe,  impra&ica- 
ble.      Beyond  this  limitation,    it  was  now  obvious,   the 
powers  he  delegated  did  not  extend  ;  and  it  was  folly,  after 
what  had  paffed,  not  to  fee  that  the  whole  was  the  effedt  of 
fyftem.     It  difcovered  to  the  world  to  what  lengths  this  very 
extraordinary  agency  went.    It  accounted  for  the  honourable 
gentleman's  conduft ;  but  who  would  fay  that  it  had  any  in- 
fluence cm  the  Minifter  ?  No :  he  was  left  to  the  freedom  of 
his  own  will.    His  virtues,  the  confolation  and  hope  of  hit 
countrymen,  were  not  unknown.  —  His  freinds  hailed  him 
as  the  faviour,  proteftor,  and  champion  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion.     What  was  there  inconfiftent  with  the  qualities  fo 
frequently  afcribed  to  him,  as  a  man  and  a  ftatefman,  in 
red r effing  the  grievances  of  many  millions  of  people,  who 
had  no  other  profpeft  of  relief?  Humanity  and  the  Con- 
ftitution  were  both  on  the  fide  of  the  fufferers,  and  would 
co-operate  with  every  effort  he  fhould  make  to  relieve  them* 
Here  ftand  the  accufer  and  the  accufed  —  the  latter  by  hi* 
agent,  by  his  friends,  and  by  his  mafters  (the  Direftors), 
I  had  pleaded  not  guilty.  If  any  confidence  was  due  to  repeated 
and  folemn  declarations,  he  was  ready,  by  thefe  means,  .to 
difprove  the  charge.  The  judge  (Mr.  Pitt)  fat  on  the  bench, 
and  was  urged  by  every  confideration  which  could  affeft  the 
human  heart,  to  give  vcrdi  A  on  the  caufe.    The  i^di&ment 
lad  no  other  evidence  than  thofe  Reports,  which  had  ^een-fo 
ferioufly  and  frequently  reprobated  as  fpurious,  vindi&ive, 
and  inconclufive :  But  even  by  thefe,.  fuch  as  they  were,  he 
was  prepared  to  ftand  or  fall.    Every  thing  therefore  was 
ready,  and  he  would  proteft  againft  any  farther  procraftina-. 
tion,  in  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  importance.  He  had  no  objections 
to  a  re-examination  of  the  Reports,  by  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe  ;  or  to  the  inftitution  of  an  inquiry 
i  nto   the  conduft,  which  thefe  Reports  had  fo  explicitly  cri- 
minated.    The  great  God,  whofe  beautiful  works,  the  fineft 
countries  in  India,  were  defaced,   were  mangled  and  laid 
wafle,  demanded  a  trial  of  Haman  Ul  Dowlab  — man  who 
had    been  reduced   to  beggary,    with  all  its  concomitant 
wretchednefs,  called  loud  for  juftice*     Great  Britain,  whofe 
charaficr  and  honour  had  received  an  indelible  ftam,  waited 
the  iflue  with  folicitude  and  fufpenfe  !   It  became  the  Minif- 
ter  of  a  great  and  generous  nation,  inftead  of  laughing  at  the 
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jnJferies  of  bis  fellow^creatures,  to  regard  tbefe  important 
*calU  with  all  his  attention.  Good  God !  lie  exclaimed,  What 
*  rnuft  the  whale*  world  think  of  a  young  man,  who  could  hear 
of  oppreffion,    peculation,    rapine,   and  even  murder,   not 
with  infenfibility  only,  but  with  levity  —  with  laughter! 
Whatever  fport  it  was  to  the  Treafury  Bench,  it  was,  he 
Could  allure  them,  no  fport  to  the  poor  helplefs  men,  who 
ifaily  faw  the  effe&s  of  their  induftry,   the  means  of  their 
fubfiftfence,  extorted  from  therri,  and  their  families  reduced 
%o  abjeftion  and  want !  Why  then  did  they  not  either  bring 
fuch  an  enormous  delinquent  to  juftice,  or  legally  difprove 
the  delinquency  with  which  he  flood  charged  "in  the  face  o( 
the  publiq  ?  lie  difclaimed  every  feeling  of  perfonal  pique  or 
averfion.     Mr.  Haftings  had  .never  injured  or  offended  hiin. 
Jie  poJTeffed  many  qualities,  of  which  he  was  as  ready  as  any 
man  to  avow  his  admiration.      He  entered  on  the  Selea 
Committee  with  fuch  a  manifeft  partiality  for  this  man,  tha^ 
{the  friends  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey  often  upbraided  him  for  the 
prejudice  which  they  thought  he  entertained  in  his  favour. 
He  had  been,  like  many  of  his  betters,  dazzled  with  the  con- 
.    #ant  panegyrics,  which  attended  the  mention  of  his  name. 
But  the  huge  volumes  of  evidence  which  came  under  his  in- 
^eftion,  effe&ed  a  complete  revolution  ift  all'Jiis  ideas  of  this 
celebrated  charafter.     The  inquiries,'  which  he  thought  i% 
his  duty  to  make,   were  laborious,  and  he   foon  forefaw 
would  certainly  fubjeA  him  to  a  world  of  obloquy  and  invi- 
dious remark.     He  perfevered,  however ;  and  what  was  the 
refutt  ?    He"  found  that  plunder,  murder,  and  defolation, 
JjfadJ  been  fyftematically  ptirfued ;   that  the  policy  of  India 
aimed  only  at  rapacity;  that  no  means,  however  foul  and 
sttrofciou*,  which  could  facilitate  this  end,  were  omitted; 
and  that  the  perpetrators  df  all  thefe  enormities,  inftead   of 
being  called  to  an  account  for: their  a&iqns,  were  fuppprted, 
protested,  and  cherifhed^  by  thofe,    whofe  duty  it  was  to 

}>rofecute  and  to  punifh  them.  He  could' not,  therefore,  but 
iok  upon  Nlr.  Haftings'  as  the  fcbiirge  of  India.  It  was 
his  dqty,  and  the  duty  of  every  man  who  thought  and  felt  as 
he  did,  to  deliver,  if  poflible, '  any  part' of  God's  creation 
from  fuch  a  fcotfrge1.  His  efforts  he  found  wfere  much  too 
weak,  though  as  ftrfcrig  as  he  could  make  them..  This  dread- 
ful ColoiTus  was  not  to  be  fhaken  by  any  individual.  He 
lorded  it  over  every  thin&that  was  great  and  powerful  and 
good  in  India,  and  in  England.  What  was  the  prefect 
rloufe  of  Commons  but  an  engine  tofan&ion  whatever  this 
'  3  ••■-    '  -daring 
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fhrftig  man  fhould  do  ?  But  though  the  poor  Indians  were 
iftill  deftined  to  remain  a  prey  to  the  Governor  General; 
though  in  defending  their  caufe  againft  a  power,  which  even 
'Parliament  dared  not,  could  not  pull  down,  he  had  expofed 
himfeif  to  fuch  a  torrent  of  reproach  and  obloquy,  as  afforded 
his  enemies  a  momentary  triumph  $  though  every  thing  he 
had  faid  was  roifconftrued,  to  .feed  the  deception  of  the  mo- 
ment, he  had  this  fatisfa&ion  to  fweeten  the  cup  of  difap- 
pointment,  tliat  he  bad  fought  the  battle  of  humanity  ;  and 
that  as  a  Britifh  fubjeft,  he  had  laboured,  though  in  vain,  to 
refcue  from  ignominy  and  abhorrence  the  Britifh  naine. 

Mr.  Dempjitr  faid,  that  \\p  had  accompanied,  though  not  Mr.  Denps 
With  equal  affiduity,  the  honourable  gentleman  through  a  fter* 
Jong  inveftigation  of  India  affairs.  When  he  had  com- 
menced his  inquiries  on  this  fubjeft,  he  had,  perhaps,  felt  a 
prejudice  againft  Mr.  Haftings  :  he  was,  however,  frank  to 
own,  that  that  prepofleffiqn  had  fuhfequently  abated.  The 
fentiments,  {lowever,  of  his  honourable  friend  bad  been  dia- 
metrically opposite  to  his.  He  had  originally  conceived  well 
pf  Mr.  Haftings  ;  but  that  conception  had  fince  been  extin- 
guifhed,  and  had  given  way  to  a  feries  of  different  impreflions. 
He  had  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  honour  and  integrity  of 
Mr.  Haftmgs,  arid  to  him  alone  he  imputed  the  falvation  of 
India.  He  wifhed,  for  the  honour  of  Mr.  Haftinge,  if  he  was 
jnnocent,  and  for  the  jufiice  of  the  country,  if  he  was  guilty, 
|hat  an  inquiry  were  eftablffhed  refpe&ing  him,  and  he  was 
fure  the  honourable  gentleman  (Major  Scott)  wifhed  for  an 
inquiry  as  earneftly  as  he  did*  He  would,  therefore,  concur  on 
thefe  principles  in  any  meufures  which  were  likely  to  accom- 
olifh  this  end.  '  . 

Mr.  Burke  rofe  to  fpeak  ;  but  there  yras  a  loud  and  con- 
tinued clamour  in  oppofition  to  him. 

Ml*.  Grenvilk  faid,  that  he  was  aftonifhed  that  the  honour-  Mr,  Gren- 
able  gentleman  fhould  prefs  himfeif  fo  frequently  on  the  vil,e* 
Jloufe ;  it  was  contrary  to  all  rule,  and  if  tolerated,  there 
was  an  end  of  toll  debate.. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  he  wifhed  only  to  explain  what  he  had  w*-  Burke, 
thrown  out. 

The  order  of  the  day  Was  then  called*  for,  and  the  ufual- 
rtfotioh  made,  that  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  Biirke,  then  obferved,  that  as  this  was  a  new  motion,  Mr.  Burke. 
be  had  a- title  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  on  it;  and  he  could 
rfat  do  this  without  previoufly  remarking,  the  rather  indecent 
xrianner  in  which  the  order  of  the  Houfe  had  been  enforced, 
refpedting  hnD,  by  a  young  member  (Mr.  Grenville)  who  fat 
-  y  '   •    '  oppofite 
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Cppofite  to  him.  There  was,  perhaps,  a  refpedr  to  years* 
which  was  not  unbecoming  a  young  man.  He  was  now  in 
order  to  infift,  that  every  thing  he  had  faid  concerning  the 
outrages  in  India  was  true. 

He  denied  having  exaggerated  a  fingle  circumftance: 
and  protefted,  that  exaggeration,  with  regard  to  the  fads 
in  difcuffion,  was  impoffible.  But  this  was  the  only  mode 
by  which  his  argument  was  to  be  attacked  :  It  was  al- 
ways thus  his  reasoning  was  invalidated  by  general  infinua- 
tion  and  furmife,  which,  like  a  ftone  in  the  hand  of  a  David, 
might  demolifh  the  greateft  giant  on  earth.  It  was  a  weapon, 
which,  as  any  one  might  wield  with  fuccefs,  no  man  —  no 
reafoning  could  repel.  He  hoped,  therefore,  no  honourable 
gentleman  could  expeft  he  would  fight  them  at  fuch  fearful 
odds.  He  had  no  general  affertions  to  make  ;  the  fubje&  on 
which  he  made  his  ftand,  was  incapable  of  infinuatjon.  He 
ftood  committed— the  Reports  ftood  committed— the  Gover- 
nor General  ftood  committed.  The  conteft  was  now  re- 
duced to  a  few  ilmple  fafts,  which  the  meaneft  noderftand- 
ing  could  comprehend  as  well  as  the  moft  accomplifhed. 
[And  laying  his  hand  on  a  volume  of  the  Reports  which  lay 
on  the  table]  I  fwear,  faid  he,  by  this  book,  that  the  wrongs 
done  to  humanity  in  the  eaftern  world,  (hall  be  avenged  on 
thofe  who  have  infli&ed  them  :  They  will  find,  when  the 
raeafurc  of  their  iniquity  is  full,  that  Providence  was  not 
afleep.  The  wrath  of  Heaven  would  fooner  or  later  fall  up- 
on a  nation,  that  iuffers,  with  impunity,  its  rulers  thus  to 
bpprefs  the  weak  and  innocent.  We  had  already  loft  one 
empire,  perhaps,  as  a  punifhment  for  the  cruelties  autho- 
rifed  in  another*  And  men  might  exert  their  ingenuities  in 
qualifying  fafts  as  thev  pleafed,  but  there  was  only  one  ftan- 
dard  by.  which  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  would  try  them.  It 
w*s  not  whether  the  intereft  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  made 
them  necefiary,  but  whether  they  coincided  with  the  prior 
interefts  of  humanity,  of  fubftantial  juftice,  with  thof$ 
rights  which  were  paramount  to  ajl  otb?rs< 

He  declared  he'  had  no  manner  of  concern  with  the  cha~ 
rafter  of  Mr,  Haftings.  The  queftion  was  not,  whether 
he  was  a  good  father,  4  good  hufband,  or  a  good  friend  ?  But 
whether  he  made  a  good  Governor }  And  whether  thofe  under 
his  government,  were  happy  or  miferable.—rHe  faid,  as  he  had 
not  on  that  day  been  permitted  to  go  on  in  a  firing  of  motions 
which  he  had  propofed  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  he  would  now 
read  them  as  part  of  his  fpeech  to  the  Houfe.  Here  he.  read 
a  long  firing  of  motions,  all  tending  to  introduce  inquiry  re- 

..    fpc&ing 
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fpe&ing  the  peculations  and  outrages  committed  in  India. 
Thefe,  he  faid;  he  would  bring  forward  at  another  period, 
when  he  hoped  they  would  not  be  precluded  by  an  inceffant 
clamour  for  the  order  of  the  day ;  and  he  particularly  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  was  hard  a  Minifter  fhould  oppofe  an  inquiry, 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  (Major  Scott)  who  fat  above 
him,  feemed  fo  very  defirous  that  it  ihould  immediately  take 
place. 

Mr  Grenvllle  exprefled  his  furprife  at  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.Grcn* 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  —  If  he  expefted  that  his  de-  fillc* 
ference  for  him,  or  for  age,  was  paramount  to  his  veneration 
for  the  rules  of  the  Houle,  he  was  egregioufly  miftaken.  In 
doing  what  he  did,  he  had  only  difcharged  his  duty  as  a 
member ;  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  fee 
it  in  that  light. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read,  which  put  a  period  to  the 
debate. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee,  Mr.  Gilbert  in  the  chair. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  ciaufe  by  claufe.    During 
the  reading  of  it, 

Mr.  Dempfter  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  Mr.  Dtmpt 
circumftances  of  the  load  of  925,9151.  15s.  2d.  given  to  ftcr* 
the  Company.  This  money  was  to  be  lent  without  inte- 
reft  ;  he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  fo  doing.  The  Public  were 
paying  inteftft  for  all  their  monies,  and  he  thought  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  Company  was  fuch,  as  to  admit  of  five  per  cent. 
on  the  fum  borrowed.  In  the  other  part  of  the  bill,  where 
the  blank  was  to  be  filled  up  with  the  amount  of  the  divi- 
dend that  the  Company  were  to  be  allowed  to  make  yearly, 
he  faid,  if  it  was  filled  up  with  the  word  fix  inftead  ouei^bt% 
the  difference  would  pay  the  whole  of  the  intereft  he  wiflied  . 
the  Public  to  receive.  Mr.  Dempfter  ftrengthened  his  ar- 
gument by  obferving,  that  the  Public  had  been  obliged  to 
borrow  money  themfelves,  and  to  pay  intereft  for  it,  on 
account  of  not  receiving  the  fum  due  from  the  Company  for 
Excife  and  Cuftoms :  it  was,  therefore,  but  reafonable,  that 
tbe  charge  the  accommodation  of  the  Company  brought 
upon  thePublie,  fliould  be  borne  by  thofe  who  were  the 
caufe  of  its  being  incurred.  He  would  therefore  make  a  mo-* 
tion,  in  the  form  of  an  amendment,  on  the  claufe  of  the  bill 
for  that  purpofe.    This  being  done, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  in  ftri&nefs  it  might  be  argued,  Mr.  Chan- 
that  the  Company  ought  to  pay  the  five  per  cent,  propofed  «dto*-  Pi«- 
by   the  honourable  gentleman,  but  as  the  interefts  of  the 
Company  and  of  the  Public  wert  mutual,  and  as  he  flattered 

him* 
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himlelf  that  by  proper  management  great  refources  might 
yet  be  derived  from  India,  he  fhould  not  think  it  advifeable 
to  charge  the  Company  with  five  per  cent,  but  to  relieve 
them  handfomely  and  liberally,  by  remitting  the  intereft  al- 
together.    Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  fhould  referve  what  he  had  to 
fay  in  regard  to  the  dividend,  till  the  Committee  had  come 
to  the  claufe  wherein  that  blank  was* 
Mr.  Samuel      Mr.  Samuel  Smith  obje&ed  to  burdening  the  India  Com-* 
Smiih,        panv  ;n  tne  prefent  moment  of  embarraffment.     He  thought 
they  rather  required  a  tender  treatment,  than  an  auftere  dis- 
cipline. 
Mr.Huffcy.      Mr.  Hujfey  was  not  for  giving  away  any  of  the  public 
money  without  a  proper  reafon— this  reafon  was  not  yet 
obvious  in  the  prefent  inftance,  and  till  it  was  fo,  it  would 
be  better  perhaps  to  fubmit  the  cafe  wholly  to  the  Public. 
Sir  William      Sir  William  Jobnjlone  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  if  the  India 
Johnftonc.   Company  had  not  been  involved  in  a  war  by  the  Public—- 
Had  not  that  war  brought  on  them  much  expence;  and 
were  they  not  entitled  on  this  account  to  a  generous  and 
grateful  treatment  from  the  nation  at  large  I    He  felt  that 
t  they  were  —  He  had  made  up  his  mind  on  the  fubjedr,  for 

he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  dealt  in  faying  no  when  they 
ought  to  fay  yes,  or  yes  when  they  fhould  fay  no. 
Mr.  Brook       Mr.  Brook  IVatfon   fpoke   fhortly,   and    admitted,  that 
Watfoo.      the  Company's  affairs  were  in  a  ftate  of  embarraffment; 
it  might  therefore  be  proper  to  tender  them  fome  affiftance. 
He  approved  very  much  of  the  late  meafures  refpe&ing  India, 
and  thought  that  they  were  of  fuch  a  falutary  nature,  as 
that  every  benefit  was  to  be  expedted  from  them.    He  could 
not  fuofcribe  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentle* 
man,  that  their  affairs  were  not  retrievable,  and  would  give 
his  oppofltion  to  the  prefent  motion. 
Mr.Huffcy.      Mr.  Huffey  denied  his  having  afferted  the  Company's  af- 
fairs were  irretrievable.     He  had  only  affirmed,  that  it  was 
a  maxim  with  him  not  to  give  away  the  public  money  with- 
out a  fufficient  reafon. 
Vtr.  Demp.      Mr.  Dempfier  faid,  that  if  the  Company  were  to  enjoy 
*cr*  the  bleflings  of  peace,  their  affairs  would  profper,  or  at  leaft 

come  round ;  but  that  on  a  contrary  fuppofition,  the  moft 
ferious  confequences  might  be  dreaded.  The  motion  was 
then  put,  when  the  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes        —        —        3 
Noes      *-       —        81 

Majority    w  ""  — •     78 

The 
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.    The  Chairman  having  read  the  claufe  r6fpc£Hng  the  grant- 
ing leave  to  the  Company  to  divide  eight  per  cent., 

Mr.  GKaRcellor  P//*_bbferved,  that  this  point  had  been  for  Mr;  Ch»n- 
fiilfy  difcufled  oiu  former  occafion,  that  little  remained  for  cc]iw  PiK* 
iiim  to  fay  on  it — any  diminution  of  iqtereft  would  cer- 
tainly affect  the  credit  of  thfc  country,  arid  lead-  foreigners 
to  withdraw  their  flocks.  He  did  not  therefore  .thinfc  this 
eligible  at  the  prefeht  crifis;  He  wilhed  blatters  therefore 
to.  jgo  on  a§  they  had  hitherto  done. 

The  claufe  was*  therefore,  without  any  farther  remark j 
allowed  to  fFand  pari  of  the  bill; 

\AuguJt  a; 

]Ctr.  Moreton  from  the  India  Houfe,   preferred  the  in-, 
ftfa&iqns  rAoved*  for  by  Mr  Burke,  relative  to  the  feizure 
of  Almas  Ally  Cawn. 

Major  Scott  obferved,  that  as  the  right  honourable  gentle-,  Maj.  fcde, 
man  (Mr,  Burke)  who  moved  for  the  inftrudtions,  was  not 
then  in  bis*  place,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  make  a  pro- 
pofitibn,  which  would  have  come  with  more  propriety  from 
him.  He  faid,  that  in  confecjuencq  of  whit  had  fallen  from 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  a  ftrange  idea  Had  prevailed, 
that  Almas  Ally  Cawn  had  been  murdered,  and  a  ridiculous 
papier,  purporting  to  be  a  picture  from' his  wife,  had  been  * 

fabricated  and  printed  in  one  of  the  newspapers.  To  prevent 
any  farther  deception,  either  upon  the  Houfe  or  tbe  Public, 
lie  would  beg  leave  to  move,  that  the  papers  prefented  from 
the  India  Houfe,  mould  he  printed  for  the  ufq.of  the  Houfe. 

Sir  Jrctiibdld  Edmonjlont  feconded  tbe  mptibn,  which  wa$ 
agreed  to. 

,  Mr.  Maffey  faid,-  he  thought  that  this  tax  Was  rather  an  Mr.Mafliy. 
hardfhip  on  the  pofleflbrs  of  houfes ;  they  had  a  burden  in 
fubmWting  to  this  which  was  not1  equivalent,  to  the  relief 
given  them  by  the  commutation  of  the  tea  duty  ;  the  occu- 
piers of  the  different  parts  of  an  houfe  fat  down  under  their 
rent  eafy*  while  they  were  exempted  from  the  tax  as  now 
propofed,  being  occupiers  of  apartments  alone,  and  free  from 
the  tea  duty, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  made  fome  geitferal  obfervations  on  Mr.  chtn- 
tbe  terms  of  agreement  which  muft  exift  between  the  parties  «dU>*  pitc* 
mentioned — When 

Mr,  Eden  faid,  he  did  not  objecl  to  the  principle  qf  the  Mr,  E4c«, 
bill ;  he  faid  he  concurred  as  yet  with  it,  as  far  as  it  had 
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proceeded  through*  the  Houfe,  as  the  obje&  of  it  met  his 
approbation  ;  but  as  there  was  to  be  a  matter  of  fuch  weight 
difpofed  of  in  the  bill  as  a  revenue  of  6oo,oocl.  a  year,  he 
thought  it  had  a  very  particular  claim  to  a  minute  investi- 
gation ;  he  therefore  was  not  of  opinion,  though  the  feffion 
was  far  advanced,  that  ft  ought  to  be  hurried  in  any  ftage 
'  of  it ;  for  which  reafon  he  defired,  that  before  the  Houfe 

fliould  be  brought  to  enter  into  a  difcuffion  on  its  merits, 
the  members  mrght  have  a  full  opportunity  of  judging  of 
the  fubje&  ;    his  view  then  was,  to  defire  that  the  blanks  in 
the  bill  might  be  filled  up,  and  the  whole  printed ;  it  was 
impoffible  for  gentlemen  to  juftify  themfelves  in  Acceding  to 
any  point  in  the  bufinefs,  without  fuch  an  indulgence.     It 
could  not  be  objeded,  he  iaid,  that  it  was  a  tea  bill,  for  it 
was  more— it  was  that  which  went  to  take  away  a  great  par*  of 
the  public  revenue. in  one  branch  of  commerce,  and  adopt 
another  as  a  tabflitute,  which  as:  yet  was  but  an  experiment, 
and  required  every  delicacy  that  the  nature  of  public  credit 
was  entitled  to. 
Mr.  Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  agreed  with,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
ccilor  Pat,  tleroan.     He  fatd  that  no  part  of  the  bufinefs  could  bte  tranf- 
a&ed  without  a  full  difcuffion  to  his  fatisfa&ion,  as  his  views 
and  the  public  welfare  were  one,  and  if  it  was  not  inconfif- 
tent  with  the  Handing  order  of  the  Houfe,  he  vyould  make  no 
©bjedlion  to  it ;  his  view  in  the  bufinefs  was  to  give  eafe  to  the 
<onfumer,  and  to  let  the  fair,  trader  underfed  the  fmusgler  ; 
the  means  be  had  in  view,  he  Was  willing  the  Public  mould 
be  in  pofleffion  of;  and  if  he  was' not  by  this  ftep  to  be  un- 
derftood  to  eftablHh  a  new  praftice  in  printing  this  bill,  an<fr 
that  his  concurrence  would  not  be  brought  into  a  precedent, 
he  would  accede  to  it,  efpecially  as  he  intended  fome  alteri- 
tion  from  the  principle  he  fet  out  upQn.    . 
Lor*  North,      kbrd  fiorik  faid,  every  perfon  agreed  in  the  principle  of  the 
hill  5' to  eafe  the  confumer,  and  fupprefs  the  fmuggling,  eve- 
ry man  muft  acquiefce  in;  but  ft  ill  the  difference  muft  be  in  the 
detail  J.  and  gentlemen  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  give  an  opi- 
nion where  they  were  not  furnifhed  with  thefubjeft  to  judge 
upon ;  he  was  aware  of  the  impropriety  of  printing  tax  bills', 
but  this  did  riot  come  within  the  defcription  of  fuch,  for 
againft  tax  bills  a  petition  could  not  be  prefented,  but  on  tbis 
hill  there  was  no  rule  to  preclude  the  liberty  of  receiving  a 
petition;   and  farther,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
'  had  avowed  the  intention  to  propofe  fome  alterations  firooi 
what  he  firft  propofed,  he  faw  the  neceflity  muftvprefs  more 
reafonably  to  require  the  printing  of  it* 

i  •         ■   Mr, 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid  he  would  accede  to  it,  if  it  Was  &?.  Ch»«. * 
not  to  infringe  the  law  of  Parliament,   which  he  would  not  cellar  Piw. 
give  up  eafily,  as  he  was  convinced  they  were  not  adopted 
lightly. 

Sir  Jams  Erjktne  kid,  he  faw  nofecurity  to  the  period  $jrjt«*t 
who  was  to  pay  the  window  tax,  againft  paying  the  tea  tax  Eriki&t. 
alfo. 

After  forne  Farther  converfation,  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill 
jhould  be  printed  after  the  clauies  were  filled  up. 

On  bringing  up  the  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the 
dividend  bill,. 

Mr.  Edfti  exprefled  his  aftonifhment  at  the  ftate  of  the  n%.  f4ep, 
bill  after  it  had  come  out  of  the  Committee,  and  as  it  was 
reported  to  the  Houfe.  He  had  been  neceflarily  abfent  during 
the  debate  which  had  taken  place  in  the  Committee,  but  he 
Would  own,  that  the  indigencies  which  were  granted  in  the 
bill  as  it  now  Hands,  were  unreafonableand  extravagant  beyond 
his  conception.  What  was  the  mode  intended  to  he  purfued 
Why,  the  Company,  in  the  firft  place,  were  to  have  the  public 
money,  for  which  the  Public  were  furely  paying  imereft,  as  a 
bounty  without  any  intereft;  and  that  very  Cbtnpany,  by  an- 
other ciaufe  of  the  bill,  were  to  be  permitted  to  divide  eight 
pounds  per  cent,  on  their  own  profits.  Was  any  fcheme  ever 
invented  fo  inconiiftent  in  its  principles,  or  injurious  to  the^ 
Public  ?  He  could  neither  conceive  nor  recollect  any.  It  was 
literally  making  a  prefent  of  the  property  of  the  nation  to  a 
trading  community,  who  were  to  be  declared  in  a  flourifliing 
fituation,  at  leaft  in  a  fituation  to  divide  eight  per  cent,  by 
aft  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  when  he  confidefed  the  weight  of  the  jgr>  ^ 
-Company  in  the  Houfe,  when  he  confidered  its  weight  on  the 
meafures  of  Admin  i  ft  rat  ion,  and  even  on  the  nation  at  large, 
he  could  not  but  fufpe&,  that  the  prefent  bill  was  not  found- 
ed on  public  principle,  but  was  a  facrifice  to  the  views  and 
interetts  of  a  feparate  fociety.  He  felt  equal  aftonifhment 
with  his  honourable  friend,  at  thofe  claufes  in  the  bill  which 
at  one  moment  exhibited  the  Company  in  a  ftate  of  pecunia- 
ry exigence,  which  beftowed  on  them  the  public  money 
without  tntereft)  and  in  the  very  next  ciaufe,  pronounced 
them  to  be  in  that  ftate  of  affluence  which  intitled  them  tQ 
no  lefs  a  dividend  than  eight  percent.  When  he  attentively 
confidered  thefe  ctrcumftarices,  he  could  not  doubt,  that  the 
regulations  which  had  been  adopted,  were  not  thpfe  of  x\)f 
Minifter,  but  of  the  Company,  and  the  bfU  was  itfelf  a 
fhred  of  that  wretched  fyftem  which  had  already  produced  fo 
many  diforders  in  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  afikjrs, 

S  s  %  Mf^ 
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Mr.  Dundq,  .  Mr.  Dund&$  $xprefled  his  aftonHhnaent  ths£  thai*Qnour*tife 

gentleman  /liquid  condemn  the  adoption  f>f  a  measure  which 

a  bill,  vhiphW  paflS?4  t)|at  Hou^,  ;ai?4  in  the  piping  of 

which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  intimately  cpa- 

cfroed,  had  both  fan&ioned  and  eftabli/hed.      Ife  could  not 

jbyf  recal  this  circiimftance  (i$  gra*  a  circiua/l^nge^f'tjif  gt- 

moft  notoriety)  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  recollec- 

1  t^on ;  and  he  hoped  that  when  he  4id  ior  when  h&  refreshed 

his  memory  on  the  point,  thaj  he  would  at  leaft  ^  more  djfv 

pofed  to  treat  with  more  delicacy  (he  clauftsof  the  bill,  which 

he  himfelf,  on  a  former  occafion,  had  both  apprqvpd  30^ 

.  ^      countenanced. 

I^ora^ortL  JLord  North  vtzs  at  a  lofs  on  what  ground  to  e^g^n  pr  |a 
recpncije  the  various  contrarieties  and  inconfiftencies  of  the 
bilk  He  was  fometimes  le^  to  believe,  th,qt  there,  rauft  have 
been  fome  Angular  fej-vice  ^hich  %h?  pa^:In<Jif  ppmpa^y 
had  performed,  to  intitle  tfyem  to  fo  prodigy}  3  profuijan.  qf 
|>enevoleiice.  For,  if  this  profmaap  was  not  fouled  lv\  fome 
merits  it  was  not  founded  in  any  principle.  .  Jie^eUJtt 
a^  a  maxim,  that^ill  the  debt  \yas  diicharged,  .90  dividend 
was  proper  or  oggl^t  to,  be  made.  His  Lord,fhip  then  referred 
to  particular  Reports  refpe&ing  the  Company's  dividend^,  . 
and  from  thefe  he  proyed,  that  in  no  former-  peripd  \b$  Cpffirr 
pany  had  ever  divided  eight  per  cent,  on  their  reaj  commer- 
cial property.  This  he,  we)J  fcnew ;  and  to  ajlovy  them  at  peer 
fent  to  $ivw  eign^  per  cent,  was  nvore.  than  t]bey  ^^e  intitfed 
to  do.  He  fpuld  npt  hejp  adverting  (hortly  to  the  qojjipje&ioji 
of  the  Jwo  bills  which  had  h^f  i}  brojught  thU  felfion  into  Eaj- 
Jiameht— One  Dill  gave  all  power  to  the  Directors —  Aug-; 
ther  bill  follows  that— and  jphat  does  th^t  bill  4.9?  It  gr?es 
all  the  money  to  the  proprietory. .  &p  that  the  eft^mation  in 
which  a  right  honourable  ge^tlem^n  was  nejd  by  the  Eajfl- 
India  Company,  was  not  a},  al^to  pf  wandered  at,  as  be  had 
furely  taken  the  two  beft  methods  in  the.  world  to  conci- 
liate, thejr. attachments.  But  what  was  the  kl^a  wbi^b  one 
'  was  to  form  of  the  India  Company  from  the  treaJtn^ent  of  the. 
bill?  What  weje  the  duties  whip}*  it  inedca^dron  them? 
Did  it  not  hold  up. this  do<Slrine,.that  they  wer$  tab§  relieved 
from  their  neceffitieSj  that  they  might,  fpopd  mote  profufely 
—  that  they  were  to  receive  a  hpunfly  for,  their  prodigality,  • 
and  to  encourage  }:bem  by  a^of  pprliamenfcwui  ftate  favour 
to  cover  their  indigence  by  a  falfe.  difpUy,  of  their  qpulqnce. 
Such,  and  fuch  only,  were  the  pojnts  in  whi$h  the.prefent 
bill  was  to  bp  confidered. 
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Mr*  J^*B5niipdf  that  the  regulations  refpefting  the  Com- Mr.  Fox, 
party's  dividend,  contorted  in  the  bill  which  had  puffed  the. 
Houfe  before  ChriftfniW,  were  different  frQm  thofe  which, 
were  eftablifhed  in  the  prefent  bill.  The  eight  per  cent,  al- 
lowed by  that  bill  was  pnly  retrofpeftive  and  temporary  :  it 
was  not  meant  to  be  permanent.  This  was  not,  however, 
the  circumftance  tp  which  he  chiefly  objected  :  it  was  the  eight 
per  cent,  and  the  no  per  cent.  The  allowing  the  Company  tQ 
divide  eight  per-  cent,  when .  they  were  in  pofleiEon  of  the 
public  rnopey,  without  paying  any  thing  at  all  for  the  ufe  of 
it;  it  was  that  connexion  of  circumftances  with  which  he. 
found  fault :  and  from  all  charge  of  which  he  was  confident 
that  he  could  refcue  the  other  bill  tp  which  allufion  bad  been 
made.  ! 

Mr.  Dundas  ftill  contended  that  the  regulations  refpe&ing  Mr.  Dundat 
the  dividend  were  precifely  the  fame  in  the  bill  that  was  brought 
into  the  Houfe  before  Chriftmas,  and  which  obtained  its  Oc- 
currence, as  thofe  which  were  now  propofed, 

Mr.  fax  aflerted  that  the  former  were  only  temporary.  Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  Dempjlerfzvb,  that  though  he  had  appeared  in  a  very  Mr.D*^. 
fmall  minority  when  he  had  divided  the  Houfe  in  the  Commit-  far. 
tee  on  the  claufe  refpe6ling  the  granting  five  per  cent,  on  the 
fuifl  of  923,^19 %  9s-  2d.,  he  was  determined  once  more  to 
ta£e  the,  feme  of  the  Houfe  on  the  fubjefl.  He  hoped  in 
doing  fd  to  carry  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to 
hini  along  with  him,  or  at  leaft  that  he  would  do  as  fome 
of  his  predeceflors  in  office  had  done,  allow  himfelf  to   be 


beat.     He  then  moved,  by  way  of  an  amendment,  that  after 
an    "923,519!.  9s.  and 
together,  with  five  pounds  p 
Mr.  Fox  infilled,   that  though  from  the  expediency  of  the  Mr,  For. 


the  fum    "923,519!.  9s.  and  2d.,"  be  added  thefe  words, 
"  together  with  five  pounds  per  centum  on  the  above  fum." 


cafe,  an  indulgence  for  a  limitted  time  might  have  been  pro- 
pofed in  the  bill  which  he  introduced  before  Chriftmas  laft,  yet 
that  it  was  certainly  unfair  to  found  a  precedent  on  this  cir- 
cumftance,  and  to  extend  even  the  fame  indulgence  for  an 
indefinite  time.  He  denied  that  the  India  Company  had 
any  merit  to  entitle  them  to  ft>  foft  and  benevolent  a  treat- 
ment. He  aflerted  that  the -right  honourable  gentleman  had 
Shifted  ground,  ajid  that  ihe*:  fum  of  his  reafoning  had  be- 
come a  mere  argnmeritumadbomtmm* 

Lord  North  faid,  that  allowing  the  Company  to  have  the  Xd.  North. 
fum  fpecified  in  the  bill  without  the  intereft,  was  in  fa&  gi  vipg 
them  75,0001.  which  wai  ftfrely  a  fufficient  price  for  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  argumentum ad  homlnem.      He.  again 
aflerted,  that  it  was- highly  injurious  to  the  Public  to  allow 

*  tt* 
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the  Company  to  divide  eight  per  cent,  before  t^ey  paid  their 
debts.    It  was  a  mode  of  treatment  which  would  no  where 
elfe  he  tolerated.    It  was  faving  to  the  Company,  the  more 
you  divide  the  greater  will  be  your  advantage;  and  the  more 
you  fpend,  the  greater  will  be  your  credit.    Do  riot  look  at 
the  ftate  of  your  finances*  but  go  on  diffipating  your  property  ; 
for  be  allured,  that  die  more  prodigal  you  are,  the  m^reyou 
wilt  have. 
Mr  Nartu.      Mr.  Nethanid  Smith  fa  id,  the  Company  had  incurred  a  loft 
oiel  Smith.  Qf  flftccn  millions  by  the  war,  in  which  they  had  been  in- 
volved on  acconqt  of  the  empire,  and  it  was  certainly  incum- 
bent on  the  eouotry  to  make  them  a  recompence  in  tome  Way 
for  the  remarkable  efforts  and  expence  which  the  Compauy 
had  gone  to.     The  recompence  which  they  defired  was  not 
of  a  very  fanguine  kind.    They  were  not  to  receive  the  boon 
which  made  the  fubjeft  of  the  prefent  debate  in  cajh';  they 
were  only  to  be  indulged  with  the  poftponeracnt  of  duties 
which  they  owed  to  (jovernmenf,  and  which  they  owed 
through  their  exertions  for  the  country. 
Mr.  Cour-       Mr.  Gourtenqy  faid,  that  one  of  the  Minifter' •  maxima 
"nay.        which  he  had  lately  broached  in  the  Houfe,  was,  that  the 
convenience  of  the  "Public  was  often  its  credit.     He  thought 
he  might  now  add,  that  the  convenience  of  the  Minifter  was 
alfo  fometimes  his  credit.    A  celebrated  author  (Mr.  D. 
Hume)  had  faid,  that  it  might  be  convenient  for  the  nation 
to  declare  itfelf  bankrupt.    He  thought  the  Minifter  was 
praftifing  on  the  principle,  and  to  fave  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, even  declaring  them  bankrupt  by  a&  of  Parliament. 
He  was  happy  to  find,  that  one  gentleman  (Major  Scott) 
whofe  talents  for  agency  had  been  fo  much  talked  of,  had 
withdrawn.    This  was  an  evidence  of  his  modefty— -Orien- 
tal modefty  was  a  proverb.    He  had  waited  for  the  ingenuity 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  to  fee  what  it  would  fug* 
geft  in  favour  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill ;  but  here  it  had  pro- 
doced  nothing.    Being  mortified  and  difappointed  in  expec- 
tation, he  had  next  fet  about  trying  what  his  own  invention 
could  produce  on  the  fubjcA ;  but  here  he  could  invent,  no- 
thing but  abfurdities  and  political  iocoherencies,  and  he  mull 
pronounce  the  meafure  one  of  the  ftrangeft  which  had  ever  . 
oeen  broached.    After  a  procefs  of  humorous  remarks,  he 
concluded  with  concurring  in  the  prqpofed  amendment. 
Mr,$heri*       Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  trufted  the  Minifter  would  not  be 
4*»»  followed  fo  implicitly  upon  tfcfcqueftion  that  night,  as  he  had 

been  two  days  before.    Gentlemen  faw  more  clearly  its  qua- 
lity, and  he  believed,  they  would  not  chufe  to  countenance  a 

proceeding. 
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proceeding  fo  unbecoming.  That  in  private  life*  a  man 
might  upon  bccafion  find  it  convenient  or  neceffary  to  conceal 
his  embarraffments,  by  the  gaiety,  or  even  the  fplendor  of 
his  appearance ;  that  he  might  dart  into  fome  expence*  for 
the  fake  of  maintaining  a  declining  credit,  be  admitted.  A 
private  man,  if  he  had  future  profpeftt  of  retrieving  him- 
felf,  might,  perhaps,  without  much  imputation,  do  this ;  but 
waff  the  fame  condu&  to  be  permitted  to  a  ftate,  or  was  a  na- 
tion like  ours,  which  flood  on  the  purity  and  clearaeft  of  her 
credit,  to  give  her  countenance  and  fanSion  to  fuch  a  ma- 
noeuvre.? What  might  not  be  the  conclufions  drawn  from 
fuch  conduct  ?  Take  the  qucftion  in  another  view  :  At  a 
time  \phen  we  were,  through  the  moft  urgent  ftate  of  nece£» 
iity,  laying  heavy  burdens  on  the  poor  people  of  this  country, 
when  even  the  poor  feemed  to  be  felected  for  the  burdens- 
was  it  decent  to  rob  them  of  75,0001.  a  year,  in  order  to  free 
a  Company  which  boafted  of  its  opulence,  and  which,  what- 
ever might  be  its  real  ability,  had  found  the  means  of  planting 
a  phalanx  in  that  Houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  fhifting  their 
diftreffes  frona  thertfelves  on  the  heads  of  the  People  of  Eng- 
land. Save  this  75,000!.  a  year  to  the  nation,  and  you  may 
relieve  the  unhappy  poor  from  your  new  duty  on  candles ; 
lave  thisfutn,  and  fevead.of  your  new  burdens  diftreffing  the 
valuable  manufafturer,  and  the  induftrious  artifan — taxe$ 
which  cruih  ingenuity,  and  take  from  oeconomy  its  fruits; 
will  be  unnecefTary. 

Sir  Jama  Erjkitu  faid,  that  furely,  when  a  folvent  Com-  sirjiuaei 
pany  borrowed  money,  they  would  have  no  objection  to  pay  KrCuw. 
the  legal  intereft  of  five  ptr  cent,  for  the  money  which 
tfrey   borrowed.      If  they  did  not    do   this,    they   fairly 
held  themfelves  forth  to  the  world  as  infolvent. 

Mr.  Huffey  faid,  be  faw  no  good  reafon  for  robbing  this  M*.Huifcy. 
di  ft  re  fled  country  of  75,0001.  a  year.  The  Minifter  had  not 
afligned  a  finele  reafon,  nor  favoured  the  Houfe  with  one 
argument  to  (new  that  the  Company  fhould  not  pay  the  five 
pet  cent.  Until  the  Minifter  did  this,  and  that  to  his  fatis- 
fa£tion,  he  fhould  maintain  his  refolution  of  voting  for  the 
amendment. 

Major  Grant  faid,  the  Houfe  fhould  recolleft  the  Com-  Ma).  Grant. 
pany  were  ftill  engaged  in  the  war,  and  consequently  indul- 
gence fhould  be  given  them. 

After  a  word  or  two  more,  the  Houfe  divided  on  the 
amendment, 

Ayes,  27        —        Noes,  83 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  t{* 

Immediately 
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N  Immediately  after  the  divifion, 

Mr.Donda*.  Mr,  Dtmkts  moved,  "  that  the  ad  of  the  25th  of  thte  ktt 
u  King,  for  confifcating  to  the  ufe  of  the  Crown  the  eftates 
**  of  the  perfons  therein  mentioned,  ihouid  be  read*"  The  ad: 
Was  read  accordingly  ;  after  which  he  moved,  •«  the  Hotlfe 
''  ihould  refolve  ttfelf  into  a  Committee  to  take  into'  confi- 
«  deration  a  motion  for  reflating  the  faid  eftate*  to  the  htiirs 
<>  of  the  late  pofleflbrs,  under  certain:  condfeicmsy  and  ft*  re* 
u  peal  fog  the  faid  acV'—The  motion  Was  ca^rrei  without  any 
©ppofition  ;  the  Speaker  left  the  choir  of  the.Boofe*  and  the 
Marquis  of  G fab atn  took  the  chair  of  the  Committee.  • 

Mr.  Dunda*  then  rofe  to  enter  o£on  the  bufistfe  of  hi  s 
iflotion.     He  faid*  that  the  principle  on  which  it  ww  founded 
was-  Co  juftj  fo  liberal,  and  fo  truly  worthy  of  the  geherofity 
of  Parliament,  that  he  coold  forefee  only  one  obje&ion  that 
couid  poffibly  be  made  to  the  proportion  for  reftoringj  the 
eftates  alluded1  to,  and  that  wa6,  the  very  kfc  period-  of  the 
feffion  at  which  it  was  brought  forward.     In  afrfwef  to  tbi» 
objection,  he  would  fay,  that  if  the  bufinefs  wasin  itfdf  of  a 
complex  nature,  and  would  naturally  call  for  a  Jong  difoMSwta,. 
he  certainly  would  have  it  waited  till  the  next  fafficfe  J  hut, 
iri  truths  there  was  nothing  to  be  conlidered  but  the  ptfinci^ie 
on  which  the  reftoration  was  afked  ;  and  that  waa  to  fimpl^ 
and  fo  plain,  that  the  propriety  or  Impropriety  o£«it»  njight- 
he  feen  at  the  fir  ft  glance.     Upon  the  principle^  ho  begged 
then  to  make -feme  Tew  remarks  :  Some  members  might  re- 
member, and  others 'had  been  informed  by  hiftory,  of  the  re- 
bellion which  happened  in  the  north  of  Scotland  in  1  £45,;  a 
number  of  families  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  .had 
the  misfortune  to  engage  in  that  rebellion,  and  had. paid. the 
forfeit,  fome  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  others  of  their  for- 
tunes only.     It  was  then  judged  neceflary,  in  order  to  flrike 
a  terror  into  that  part  of  the  nation,,  tliat  its  inhabitants  ihould 
*      be  put  under  a  kind  of  profcription,  and  thereby  difqualified 
from  ferving  the  State  in  any  capacity.     He  did  not  mean  to 
give  any  opinion  as  to  the  policy  or  impolicy  of  fuch  a  mea- 
iure;  hut  fo  it  was  that  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland  had  been 
fo  profcribed  till  towards  the  dole  of  the  war  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  laft ;  at  which  time  they  were  called  forth  from  that 
ftateof  humiliation  by  an  illuftriousftatefman,  who,  fihdingthat 
the  fouthern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  exhauftedof  menby  the  war* 
were  no  longerable  to  furnifh  the  neceflary  recruifs  for  the 
fleets  and  armies,  faw  that  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  were 
able  to  fupply  great  numbers  of  men,  refolved,  like  a  roan 

above 


arbove  the  level  of  illiberqr  and  injudicious  prejudices,  to 
put  atir  ehd  to  a  profcriptfori-fo  injur rous  to  the  community 
at  large:  he  raifed  regirhents  of  Highlanders,  and  fent 
them  to  figlit  the  battles  of  their  country  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world :  they  fervid  with  fidelity,  they  fought  withVUf-: 
lour,  and  with  their  blood  they  purchafed  glory  to  therrifelves, 
and  viiftory  to  Great  Britain.  '  The  ftatefman,  to  whom  he 
alluded,  was  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  whofe  expreffions  re- 
lative to  that  tranfa&ion  he  bad  now  on  paper  in  his  hand, 
and  would  read  them  to  the  Houfe,  as  infinitely  better  adapted 
to  the  fubje<9:  than  any  thing  he  could  fay,—*'  I  am  above 
44  all  local  prejudices  (faid  that  great  man)  and  cape  not  whe- 
4'  ther  a  man  had  been  rocked  in  a' cradle  on  this,  or  on  the 
"  other  fide  of  the  Tweed ;  I  fought  <m*y  for*  merit,  and  I 
c*  found  it  in  the  mountains  of  this  North  ;  J  there  found  a 
"hardy  race  of  men,  able  to  do  their  country  fervice,  but 
"  labouring  under  a  ptofcription  :  I  called  them  forth  to  her 
u  aid,  and  fent  them  to  fight  her  battles.  Tkey  <d*d  not  diC; 
•«  appoint  my  expeditions,  for  their  fidelity  could  be  equal- 
"  led  tmly  by  their  valour,  which  fignalized  tlieir  own  and 
u  their  co«ntry*s  renown  ail  over  the  world." 

Mr.  Dunda*  having  read  this  exftraft  from  the  .Earl's 
fpeecb,  psoceedecL--.-Hefaid>  it  wa«  an  aufpkious  omen,  that- 
the  firft  blow  had  been  gifcen.to  thU  profcription  by  the 
Jarl  of  Chatham,  and  might  well  juftify  a  hope,  that  the  re- 
mains of  a  fyftem  womU  be  completely  annihilated  under  the 
Adminiftratton  of  his  fon,  who  would  thus  complete  the 
good  work  that  his  great  father  had  began.  But  while  he 
was  thus,  giving  merit  to  his  right  honourable  friend  for  the 
liberality  of  his  fentiments  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  by  no 
means  wiihed  to  be  noderftood,  that  he  had  the  cxclufive 
merit  of  the  meafure  :  in  juftice  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband,  whom  he-did  not  fee  in  the  Houfe,  and  in  whofe 
praife  he  might  fpeafc  wh  the  greater  propriety  as  he  was 
abfent,  in  juftice,  then,  to  the  noble  Lord,  he  muft  fay,  that 
having  &onverfed  with  him  feverai  times  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
reftoration  of  theft  eftates,  while  hia  Lordfhip  was  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  he  always  found  him  difpofed  to  aft  in  that  bufi- 
nefr  upon  dfie  moft  liberal,  generous, t  amd  manly  principles ;. 
and  if  this  meafure  was  not  propofed  to  Parliament  during  tbe> 
Administration  of  that  noble  Lord,  it  was  becaufe  a  number 
of  untoWard  circumftances  had  intervened,,  for  which  his 
Lordfhip  was  in  no  degree  anfwerable.  In  juftice  alio  to  the% 
Adminiftra*ion  immediately  preceding  the  prefent,  he  faid, 
Vol.  XVI.    *        .          Tt  that 
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t&at  he  found  precifel  y  the  fame  favourable : tffpofitiqas  among 
&ofe  who  compofed  it ;  and  he  knewy  that  bad  tbej  :i-« 
nuinod  Ipngcr  1a  office,  they  would  \&\$  >hrpugbt  forward 
fuch  a  proportion,  aa  that  which  hf mtf n^lcd  to  fu£rajtto 

"  the  Committee,  The  conduA  of  tfee  Earl  of  Chatham,  in 
Jaking  off  the  profcription*  ^ooW  whk;h  the  ftipilw^ngapd 
V  the  late  rebellion,  bad  laboured  for  a  longtime,  a&nroed 
then?  BMti  opportunity  to  atoae  for  t}p  crimes  of  fbeir  anotf- 
tors ;  and  there  wa*  not  one  of  all  thofe  families,  ia  yahicb 
fpme  One  pcrfion  bad  not  fince  fpitt  bis  bipod  in  bit  cbootry  •« 
cajufe ;  and  he  would  be  bold  to  aflTcFt*  that  all  rtmaiot  of 
that  fpuit  which  bad  rendered  the  inhabitants  of  tli$  High- 
lands difatfeBed  to  the  prefco*  Gevftfim**t»  bad  long  $tee 
ffifappearcd;  a«id  that  the  King  had  wrt  at  thi^irpo%t^afi«of 
more  loyal  iuhjfrfts  io  his  dominions,  h  would  be  gfenctous 
fhoa  in  Parliament  to  forget  the  offence*  of  the  anccf^ort ;  it 
^routd  be  magnanimity  to  treat  their  worthy  dcfcettd«rt»  nke 
trufty  and  faitMul  fuhjc£U  j  and  by  a  restoration  ef  tbcifr 
eftates,  cancel  even  the  remembrance  of  the  afta  \>f  winch 
they  bad  been  forfeited.  He  pvepo&l,  that  thefeeftatra,  on 
being  reftbred,  fhouktdefcend  to  thole  hcirt^  whrtbennaie  Of 
finale,  to  whom  they  would  have  gone  in  a  regular  and  legal 
courfe  of  decent*  in  cafe  no  a&  of  rebellion  had  beensom- 
xiutted  by  the  anceftors :  but  be  did  not  mean,  that  they  fliodd 
get  ibeir  land*  in  better  condition  than  Ibey  fboukl  bevc  bod 
then**  if  no  forfeiture  bad  taken  place j  for  that  would  be 
giving  a  premium  for  rebellion  ;  he  propofed,  therefor^  that 
tfeey  Ifhould  get.  them  (bbje&  to  the  debts  that  were  upon 
them  when  they  fell  into  the  hand*  of  Gqveramact;  and  die 
money  that  fhould  thus  come  to  the  FuhJte,  fbould  be  em- 
played  in  completing  the  jnavigatioo  or  can*)  wbkb  w*»  to 
join  the  Fifth  of  Forth*  with  the  Firth  of  Ciydes,  a  work 
which  would  run  from  Tea  to  fea  :  this  work  would  beef  the 
greatfft  utility  to  the  three  kingdoms  aa  it  would  tmk&m 
ihips  of  a  certain  burden  to  pafaacrofs  the  iiland,  to  and  from 
Ireland,  or  from  the  eaftera  to  the  wtfteni  coaft  of  Britain, 
and  vice  vcrfa>  without  going  round  oitbet  by  prkocy  er  the 
Enghfh  Channel;  and  the  produce  of  the  dividend*  that  would 
hereafter  be  made  to  the  fabfctihers  for  carrying  oe  this 
great  work,  and  which  the  Public  would  ham  50,000!.  flock, 
ivould  relieve  the  nation  from  the  payment  of  50D0L  voted 
annually  by  Parliament  for  making  and  repairing  roads  in  the 
Highland* :  facb  roads  moft  be  carried  on  ;  for  before  the* 
pad  been  uodeviakeo*  die  Highland*  being  ocariy  inacceU 

.    —  •'   : '*•'    >*-     :'-        V-  V    ■        fible, 
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&>lef  the  inhabitant*  were  alrrioft  cat  off  from  all  cdifrriittrtw 
cation,  fo  that  there  Were  not  means  to  carry  ctvlliiatioa 
among  them.  When  he  w*J  calling  aped  Parliament  to  re- 
ftore  the  forfeited  eftates,  h  Was  proper  that  he  fllould  date 
their  value  to  the  C<H*«Mtee  i  it  aprjearedj  then,  that  at  the 
expiritioh  of  fbtiie  leaf**;  of  Which  there  were  above  twenty 
years  unexpired;  the  refat  roll  would  exceed  goooL  a  year  ; 
it  would  be  liberal  in  the  Parliament  to  reftoi*  that  income 
to  the  heir*  of  thofe  to  wHoni  they  originally  belonged ;  but 
foil  the  Qornouttee  would  fee  that  if  was  not  an  extravagant 
bopn  tfiat  he  aiked  for/  however,  he  muft  inform  gentlemen, 
that  at  preftnt  thefe  eftates  produce  no  more  thin  6700I.  and 
dedtj&ing  the  cxpetaceS  of  management  and  repairs,  the  Pub- 
lic received  no  more  than  40061!  pet  ann.  He  meant  not  to 
blade  the  board  j  under  the  direction  of  which  thefe  eftates 
were  placed ;  he  Himfclf,  when  he  filled  the  office  of  Lord 
Advocate*  had  a  feat  at  that  Board ;  the  gentlemen  who  fat 
at  it  were  fcertainty  not  td  blame  if  they  were  not  more  pro* 
du&ive }  they  haddifcliarged  their  troft  vefy  faithfully  ani 
had,  wt  of  the  produce  or  the  eftatts?  raifed  a  noble  pile  of 
brtildidg,  as  a  repofitofy  for  the  records  of  Scotland,  wBtck 
wefo  aftually  in  fuch  a  mouldering  Rate,  that  if  (rich  a  build* 
ing  had  dot  been  erected^  tb«V  mull  nfcceffafily  have  b?en 
totally  deftroyed.  He  faidf  that  the  propofed*  reftoratioo 
would  have  a  very  happy  tffpGt  on  the  mincls  of  the  people 
on  thpfe  eftates,  and  be  eventually  of  great  utility  to  tb$ 
country.  Some  years  ago  emigrations  had  been  frequent 
and  numerous  from  the  Highlands  to  America ;  and  r>on> 
late  accounts  from  Scotland^  there  vtras  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  the  foirit  of  emigration  vva$  on  the  point  of  breaking  out 
again.  He  ww  convinced,  that  nothing  would  tend  more  t? 
check  that  fpirir.  if  not  totally  deftroy  it*  than  the reftoratio* 
of  thofc  eftates  ?  for  trifling  as  it  might  appear,  the  want  of 
the  patr0oage  of  the  owners  of  thefe  eftates,  leaves  tbf 
country  without  any  tie  upon  the  inhabitants :  the  patrooagp 
of  their  lords  waft  what  they  looked  up  for ;  but  90  ibofc 
eftates,  where  the  Crown  w?is  the  only  proprietor  and  folp 
lord,  the  people  had  no  pstrpnage  to  look  for  at  borne ;  and, 
therefore,  they  readily  became  adventurers,  to  feek  a  better 
fortune  in  America.  He  hoped,  that  the  meafure  before  the 
Committee,  by  rcifoaog  to.  the  tenants  their  old  landlords, 
would  entirely  damp  the  Jfirit  of  emigration  ;  and  thtts* 
prove  highly  beneficial  ip  *he  country  and  its  manufactures. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  **  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
T  t  %  €i  move 
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€i.  move  the  Houfc  for  Mate  tp.briqg^  in  g.  bill  for  reftoriftg 
c<  the  forfeited  eftates  vefted  in  the  CroNwn*  by  the  25th  of 
u  Geo.  II,  and  for  repealing  the  faid  aQ."  ' 

Mr.  Pitt  feconded  the  matfortj  but  without  mating  any 
fpeech.  ';        /      J. 

Ms.  Fox*  v  Mr.  ifo  faid,  the  propedfitron  ha cf  fris*n6fl:  heatrjf  appro- 
bation; the  execution  of  feme*  and' the  coftfifcatiorf  6f*6ftates 
of  others,  had  Efficiently  atoned  far  theif'crimes  5  and  their 
»  defendants  had  been  fufficientfy  pcrniffiecf,  by  forty  year* 
deprivation  of  their  fortunes  for  the  fafclts  qfxht'A  arieeftors. 
■The  principle  of  reftoration  was  juff,  gcftercnlV  poKte,  and 
humane,  and  he  did  not  fee  that  any;  cite  cduld  form  an  ob- 
jection t©  it.  He  approved  fb  much  of  tSre  prrric^e^  that 
he  thought  the  propofition  ought  hdt  to  flop  tofere  ^  U  J  if 
*he  principle  was  good,  it  ought; to  be  carried  as fS(f  as  it 
would  go,  and,  therefore,  it  ought  to extepd ta aflf&Yffittire* 
of  eftatesin  England,  as  welf  as  in  the  Highlands  olSdotfand 
fcr  the  fame  rebellion.— Gentlemen  would  feel^  tikil  he  al- 
luded particularly  to  the  cafe  of  a  noble  ^-o«L,  to'  VWfotti  hi 
jhad  the  honour  o^  being  related,  be  meant  the  TSArl  of  New* 
burgh,  the  prefent  reprefentative  of  the  Derwentwater  family. 
£His  Lordfhip  and  Mr.  Fox  fcre,  related  by  being  deluded, 
the  former  from  a  daughter,  the  latter  from  a  fon  of*  King 
Charles  II;]  He  did  not  wifh  to  fpeak  of  crimes  longlince 
committed,,  and  long  fince  atoned  for ;  nor  did  he  mean  to 
joftlfy  rebellion,  but  this  much  he  would  fay,  that  there  were 
circuniftances  in  the  cafe  of  the  Derwentwatcr  family,  which 
filiated,  excofed,*nay,  did  every  thing  but  juftify,  the  treafon 
committed  by  it.  [The£sn+of  Derwentwatcr,  and  his  brother 
Charles  RadcKfre,  father  to  Lord  Newburgh^  whb  were  both 
beheaded  for  fid'mg  with'the  depofed  family,  were  nepKews  to 
King  Jafnesll.  by  hisneice  the  Lady  Mary  Tudar,  daughter 
to  King  Charles  II,] ! .  He  was  aware,  that  with  reipeft  tothe 
JJervfrcntwater  eftate,  there  were  difficulties,  which  clid  not 
exift  rn  the  cafes  then  before  the  Houfe,  as  the  foVmer  was 
•appropriated 'fof  the  fupporting  Greenwich  hofpital ;' but  he 
fubffiitted^to  the  confideration  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, whether  foroe.means  might  not  be  devifed  to  extend 
•the  murfificence  of  Parliament  to  Lprd  Newburgb,lp  which 


penality  c 

.  %Ko  partronifcd  flic  prefent  mdtfufe,  ftill  it  would  be  more 
complete  arid  free  frodi  cslvij,;  ft  the  EngUfh  eftatcs  were 
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reftored  a$  well  as  tlie  Scots.  lie  did  not.  expe&  that  anyj 
thing  wouldb.e  done  in  this  feflion  for  Lord  Newburgh  ;  but 
heJipped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  turn  the  cafe 
of  that  noble  Lord  in  his  mind,  fp  as  to  be  able  to  propofe 
fomething  on  that  head  next  year. 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt,  after  having  fupported  the  principle  Mr.  Chan- 
of  the  propofition,  faid,  he  would  not,  however,  be  under- ccllor  Pitt- 
flood  to  fupport  every  application  to  the  liberality  of  Parlia- 
ment,' on  the  fame  grounds  that  fiiould  come  recommended 
by^  humanity  :  the  cafe  of  the  noble  Lord  alluded  to  was  cer- 
tainly hard  ;  but  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ad- 
initted,  there  was  a  great  difficulty. in  his  cafe,  which  might 
juflify  a  departure  from  the  principle  on  which  the  prefent 
motion  was  founded,  if,  however,  fome  equivalent  could  be 
devifed  inftead  of  the  eftate,  which  is  gone  out  of  the  Crown, 
perhaps  the  nature  of  the  cafe  -wojrtd  warrant  Parliament  in 
entertaining  and  confidering  an  application  of  that  nature; 

Sir  tP.  Conyngbpm  bellowed  great  pratfes,on  thofe  who  had  Sir  W.  Ca* 
brought  forward  and  fupported  the  propofition  thqn  before  the  nynsham- 
Committee,,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  as  juft  as  it  was  libe- 
ral :  ,he  was  no  aflvpcate  for  rebels  ;  he  was,the  ion  of-  a  fa- 
ther who  had  fought  on.  the  K'ro^s  fide  at  the  battle  of  Cul- 
loden ;  but  ft  ill  he  was  bound  in  juftice,to  plead  for  the  heir* 
of  thofe  who  fought  on  thp. rebel,  fide;  becaufe  thofe  heir$ 
had,  by  their  gallant  feryices  to  their -country,  waihed  out 
with  their  blood,  the  faults  of  their  anceftors.-*-He,  therefore^ 
not  only  cordially  fupported  the  motion,  but  lamented  that  it 
did  not  go  far  enough  ;  for  he  had  heard  a  report,  which  he 
ihould  never  credit,  unlefs^he  ihould  hear  it  confirmed  by  the 
learned  gentleman,  that  though  the  eftate*  wjer?  to  |>e  re-  - 
ilored,  the  patronage  of  the,churches  on  theui  were  Jo  }>e  rer 
tained,  and  referved  to  the  Crown,  as  a  badge  of  flavery  09 
thofe  eftates  ;  this  he  could  not  bear :  prefentatjons  were  the 
royalties  of  an  eftate ;  and  the  man  muft  hold  by  a  bafe  tenure 
from  whom  tbefe  royalties  are  taken.  General  Frafer  had 
recovered  his  eftate  ;  and  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband 
had  jjeneroufly  reftored  the  patronage  with  the  lands  :  it  was 
nobly  done;  but  why  was  it  not  to  be  done  alfo  in  the  prefent 
cafe  ?  Why  was  not  Lord  M'Leod,  why  was  not  the  Laird 
of  Glengary  to  recover  the  right  of  patronage,  with  their 
eftates,  as  well  as  General  Frafer?  This  was  f©- pitiful  a 
thing,  that  if  he  fliould  find  there  was  any  truth  in  the  .report* 
he  would  move  a  claufe  in  the  bill  that  fhould  be  brought  in, 
for  the  fjpecial  purpofe  of  reftortfig  the  palfronag^  aa4  making 
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it  accdmffcnr  the  eftate.~N6  notice  was  tikeft  bf  Mr. 
t)undas  of  the  report  mentioned  by  Sir  William. 
The  Lord      The  Lord Advocate  highly  approved  df  ike  proportion  :  Hrf 
Adtotate.  faid#  he  ffaft  convinced  it  would  fptead  iojr  and  gfatdnefs  ove* 
the  face  of  the  country,  from  Ttfre&Midfe  to  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  iflarnh  '  ' 
Mr.  Ord.        Mr.  Ord  faidi  be  *tiuld  *bte'  tor  the  rnotlbfi,  but  without! 
committing  himfelf  *s  an  advocate  for  the  bill,  whtfch  h< 
-  Would  eftirfiate  by  its  provifion*, 

Mr.  Demrjfter  confirmed  the  4ccoufit  bf  the  rige  for  cmU 
gratioti. 

Lord  Frederick  Campbell  arid  Sir  James  JohnAtfne  (pokf 
for  the  motion,  and  it  pafled  nm.  cut. 

Afr.  t$emp«  Mf.  Dciftmkt  tofr,  agreeable  to  trie  notice  he  nan  gi'ten  the 
*•*  '  preceding  day,  to  make  a  mOtibh  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the 
fifteries  m  Seothnd;  Ht  laid,  the  fifheries  in  that  part  of 
the  kingdom  might  be  rhade  extremely  betfeficiar  to  the  re- 
venue*  if  ffoper  eare  Waia  taken  t6  give  them  fuitabieencdu' 
fagement.  He  ftated,  that  *  cuJtota  prevailed  kf  certain  dif- 
triffls  of  Scotland,  bordering  upon  the  fea,  fhat  was  a  part  of 
the  oW  feudal  cuftorrrt  that  formerly  prevailed  univewralrf. 
north  of  the  Tweed ;  he  rheattt  the  etrftotfc  of  the  tehant  not 
being  tnerely  obliged  to  pay  tHe  landlord  Iris  rent,  but  to  per- 
form fait  arid  fernce,  When  particularly  called  upcm  tor  that 
purpofe.  This,  he  described*  at  a  great  hardship,  as  well  aa 
a  great  inconvenience  upon  the  tertians,  becaufe  they  were  ge- 
nerally tailed  upon  to  perform  fuit  and  fervlce  tit  the  harveft 
time  arid  during  die  fitmmer,  which  was  the  feafon  when 
they  were  moil  bufily  employed  in  the  &heries*  What  he 
tteant,  therefore,  to  move,  was,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  titow  the  tenants  to  compound  'for  this  fuit  and  lervtce  by 
k  pecuniary  commutation  to  the  landlords,  to  be  paid  at  the 
option  of  the  tenant.  By  this  means,  the  tenant,  who  would 
empley  fcnrfetf  to  greater  advantage  on  the  fifiteries,  fltould 
be  enabled  to  pay  *  certain  fitted  price  in  lieu  of  his  fait  and 
fttvtce  to  the  landlord,  and  thus  fave  the  time  he  otherwise 
tnoft  We.  Mr.  Derapfter  faid  farther,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  attempt  to  cfcrty  the  bM  through  Parliament  this 
fefion,  but  merely,  jf  leave  were  given  to  bring  kin!  to  rea4 
it  a  nrft  time>  and  then  to  ft  tot  it,  meaning,  to  fend  it  down 
*o  Scotland  ift  that  form,  in  order  that  the  ienfe  of  the  coun- 
try might  be  taken  upon  it ;  and,  in  cafe  it  met  with  the 

concurrence 
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<concurrcntc  qf  tfre  parties  mutually  cpncerned  In  that  end  of 
itbelcingjiom,  to  refumi  it  next  year,  and  complete  it.  Mr. 
jpeoipfter  concluded  with  raoyidg,  **  That  leave  be  given  to 

*  bring  jn  a  bill  to  ailoyr  temints  and  fub-tenants  employed 
f+  in  the  £flierjes  of  Great  Britain,  to  commute  for  money 
5<  all  perfonal  fervipes  which  they  are  bound  to  perform  to 

*  their  landlords." 

The  Marquis  of  Graham  find,  h*  would  not  flop  the  mo-  The  Mar- 
jgton  above  one  moment.    He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  an  a€t  quUof  Gr*. 
for  the  abolition  of  fuit  and  fervice,  and  all  tho/e  feudal  cuftoms, htnu 
Jiad  pafled  the  Legislature  in  1 748.    By  that  aft,  fait  and  fer- 
vice  was  abplifyed  Tn  all  cafes,  but  ip  cafes  of  exiting  leafed 
granted  qn  the  exprefs  conditions.    The  Marquis  explained 
joow  it  happened  t^at  the  cuftom  ftill  prevailed. 

Lord  Frederick  Camflett  faid,  as  the  bill  was  not  intended  to  Lord  Fred, 
fee  prefflcd  farther  than  to  have  it  printed  and  fent  down  into  CampbelL 
the  country  that  fe$Qn>  he  would  not  oppofe  the  motion ;  hot 
lp  ftrucfc  t^iqi  as  9  very  delicate  matter.  In  the  part  of  the 
country  m  which  be  was  beft  acquainted,  there  was  no  fuch 
fuit  and  fervice  as  that  alluded  to,  but  the  tenants  did  particu- 
lar duties  in  affifting  to  carrv  turf,  &e.  at  particular  feafon*, 
which  w^s  always  cemfidered  as  part  of  their  rent,  and  to  de- 
prive the  landlordV  of  that  advantage,  would  be  to  do  them  a 
yery  ferious  and  ejjential  injury. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to*  \ 

Mr.  Thornton  (aid,  he  had  a  petition  to  prefent  from  a  con-  Mr.  Thorn, 
{tolerable  number  of  the  holders  of  navy  bills,  who  thonght  «"*• 
fhem&ves'conftderably  aggrieved  by  a  bill  now  depending  in 
that  Houfe.  Mr.  Thornton  ftated,  that  the  ground  of  their 
complaints  wi£,  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  intention  to 
jay  them  of  with  a  five  per  cent*  ftock  at  ninety- three, 
when,  in  fe&,  it  fold  in  th?  market  for  no  more  than  ninety- 
one^  and  on  account  of  certain  drfepunts  that  were  to  be  made 
|n  the  different  cbuTesof  the  bills.  This  they  thought  6x- 
peraely  unreafonable ;  but  the  bill  holders,  he  declared,  would 
mt  conceive  they  bad  cauie  to  campbin,  had  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  left  them  a  fair  option ;  and  was  it  true 
pfeat  they  would  hot  he  worffetjV  if  they  did  not  accept  the 
£ve  per  cent*  fund  at  the  Minifter'a  own  price.  But  as  the 
right  honoarable  gen^wxwn  appeared  to  have  made  his  ar- 
nngemeot  without  n*ovidiag  any  money  for  the  payment  of 
jtuch  bills,  as  the  holders  of  then*  did  not  choofe  to  commute 
fee  the  fivje  per  cent,  fund,  they  were  led  to  conclude,  that  in 
faQ  they  had  no  alternative  whoever,  but  mufl  either  accept 
'  ;      "  ,; '    "  ■  the 
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th<*  commutation,  or  wait  a  very  confiderable  time'  indeed 
before  'they  Were'  paid  gflF.  Mr.  TWtpn  Y&bttritteg*  thefe 
fa&s  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  ferious 'confidtra- 
tion,  and  faid,  the  petitioners  meant  tp  addrefs  theinfeives'tq 
the  independent  part  of  the  Houfe,  that  they  did  northrow 
themfelves  into  the  arms  of  what  was  caljed  the  oppofition, 
nor  had  they  any  defire  or  defign  to  appear  hoflile  to  the  Ad- 
rainiitration  ;  a  fa&  fufficiently  apparent  from  their  having 
put  their  petition  into  the  hands  of  the  right  honourable-gen- 
tleman, or  himfelfT  Mr.  Thornton  ftated,  that  the  poiyer  6£ 
the  petition  was^'that  the, Houfe  would  take  their  title  Mntp 
consideration,  and  grant  thert  ftich  repiedy  as  their  wifdom 
ihould  deem  meet*  ?  j  '" 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  brought,  up.  It  fets  forth, 
— "  That  the  petitioners  find,  by  a  refolutidn  of  the  Hbxifc  of 
**  30th  of  July  Iaft,  that  it  is  intended  to  fund  ail  navy  and 

*  victualling  bills  made  out  between  the  31ft  bf  May,  1781.' 
•*  and  the  30th  of  June,  1782,  upon  certain  terms  exprefled 
**  in  the  faid  refolutioh,  and  that  the  petitioners  are  holders  of 
"  navy  and  vi&uallirig  bills  made  out  within  that  period,  to  a 
*c  very  confidefahle  amount ;  ind  reprefenting  to  the  Houle, 

*  that  it  has  not  hitherto  been  ufual  tor  Government  to  fuller 
"  navy  and  victualling  bills  to  remain  undischarged  lb  long  as 
**  even  the  lateft  of  thofe  ndw  prefpofed  to  be  funded,  and, 
"  there  is  no  precedent  for  any  deduction  or  abatement  what- 
"  ever  frpm  the  principal  and  intereft  of  fuch  bills ;  and  that 
41  the  petitioners,  relying  on  the  faith  of  Government,  which 
"  they  apprehend  to  be  pledged  to  them  for  the  payment  of 
"  the  entire  fum  of  their  bills,  together  with  the  mtcreft  due* 
"  therqon,  conceive  that  they  fliall  be  eflentialiy  injured;  if 
«•  they  accept  the  terms  propofed  in  the  faid  refotution;  'or,  if 
"  they  refufe  them,  be  obliged  to  wait  an  indefinite  time, 
€t  witnou't  any  certain  profpeit  of  payment ;  and,  the  peti* 
"  tioners  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether  a  choice  of  two  evils, 

•  "  either  composition  or  indefinite  time  (whether  the  deBt  is 
"  not  only  fpecific  as  to  the  fum,  but  actually  due  according 
€l  to  acknowledged  precedent  and  cuftom)  can  be  considered 
€t  as  a  fair  option;  or  whether  it  does  not  rather  partake  of 
"  the  nature  of  compulCon,  which  the  petitioners  are  confi- 
"  dent  would  be  contrary  to  the  intentions  bf  the  Houfe ;  and 
"  that,  when  the  petitioners  became  poffefled  of  this  (pedes 
€t  of  public  fecurity/  they  had  every  reafon,  from f the  con- 
"  fiderafion  of  found  policy  as  well  as  of  juftice,  toexpe6fc' 
«  the  fame  punctuality  which  the  public  creditors1  of  Great' 

"  Britain, 
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<c  Britain  of  all  denominations  have  ever  experienced  ;  and, 
€C  therefore,  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  their  cafe  into  confi- 
"  deration,  and  to  grant  them  fuch  relief  as  (hall  appear  to 
€i  the  Houfe  juft  and  equitable." 

Mr.  Thornton  moved,  ™  That  it  do  lie  on  the  table."  • 

Mr.  Eden  rofe  immediately,  and  declared,  that  as  he  con*  Mr.E4e* 
clodcd,  the  honourable  gentleman  made  that  motion,  con* 
ceiving  it  the  motion  moft  likely  to  promote  the  intereft  of 
the  petitioners,  he  thought  it  right. to  inform  him,  that  no 
ppffible  good  could  arife  under  fuch  a  motion.  The  proper 
way  would  be,  to  move  in  the  next  Committee  of  ways  and 
means,  that  it  be  an  inftru&ion  to  the  Houfe,  to  refer  the  pc* 
tition  to  the  confideration .  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  when  they  took  the  bill  then  depending  upon  the 
fubje&  under  .difcuffion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  conceived  every  poffible  ufe  Mr.Cha*- 
would  be  made  of  the  petition  in  favour  of  the  petitioners,  ctiiorPia. 
under  the  prefent  motion.    Whenever  the  petition  came  to 
be  taken  into  consideration,  he  for  one  fliould  undoubtedly 
oppofe  the  prayer  of  its  being  granted,  denying  that  one  of 
the  allegations  in  it,  that  which  ftated  that  the  navy  bill- 
holders  conceived  it  to  be  any  breach  of  the  public  faith  not 
to  pay  them  off  in  full,  was  true.     He  never  could  conceive, 
considering  the  terms  on  which  navy  bills  were  iflucd,  that 
they  who  took  them  were  fo  unreafonable,  or  the  navy  of- 
fice fo  prodidal,  as  to  entertain  an  idea  that  they  were  to  be. 
paid  off  in  full. 

It  was  afterwards  agreed,  that  Mr.  Thornton  fhould,  on 
Friday  next,  move  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  afterwards  moved  a  variety  of  refolu-  Mr.  Cfct*. 
tions  for  lowering  the  duties  on  different  articles  of  diftillery, ccl,af  pin' 
urging,  that  the  produce  of  thofc  duties  had  funk  in  propor- 
tion as  the  duties  had  been  raifed.  He  inftanced  the  diftiU 
lery  from  molaffes  in  particular,  which,  in  the  city  of  London, 
produced  ?a,oool.  in  1778,  and  only  1098L  Uft  year.  The 
fcveral  re&lutions  were  agreed  to ;  but  a  fhort  converfation 
took  place  in  moving  the  refolution  to  abolifh  the  exemption 
in  favour  of  the  Farintolh  wilkey,  held  by  a  private  perfon 
under  a  fuppofed  right,  referved  by  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
z&  of  Union,  and  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  holder 
a  reafonable  compenfation  on  the  adjudication  of  a  jury. 

The  fpeakers  were,  Mr.  Huifey,  Mr.  Edeqr  Mr.  Dundas, 
Mr.  Fox,  the  Lord  Advocate,  Sir  James  Johnftonc,  and 
Mr.  Dcmpfter.— The  refolution  pafled. 

Vol.  XVI.  Uu  Jufufr 
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•  It  being  moyed  "  That  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt's  Eaftrrn<!ia 
"  bill  be  read  a  third  time,"  / 

fer.  Eden.  Mr.  Eden  rofe  to  fay  a  few  words  upon  an  obje&ton, 
which,  he  laid,  a  noble  friend  of  his,  who  fat  near  hiai  on 
Monday  evening,  had  intdttde'd  tb  fuggeff,  but  Bad  miffed 
his  opportunity.  Mr.  Eden  faid  it  had  been  conceived, 
that  if  the  obje&ion  he  alluded  to  had  been  offered,  man j 
of  thofe  gentlemen  who-  divided  againft  them,  upon 
remitting  the  intereft  of  the  debt  doe  from  the  Company 
for  duties,  vfrould  have  rotetf  fof  them  upon  the  other 
pfcrt  of  the  bill,  viz.  in  farydar  of  Vprqpofition  totedtlci  the 
dividend  from  eight  per  cent.'  to  fix.  The  'rtrafoti  of  his 
thinking  fo  was  this :  the  bill,  as  it  then  flodd,  contarifled'two 
drftinft  propositions,  the  one,  for  fefpiting  the  duties  zpd,  re- 
mitting the  intereft ;  the  other,'  for  allowing  the  Company 
to  divide  eight  per  cent.  The  only  way  bf  jtiftifying  thefe 
two  propofitions  that  could  poffibrjr  be  reforted  to,  Wa*  to 
argue  themfeparately,  and  to  contend  in  fupportof  ttie  firft, 
that  the  Company  werefo  extremely  poor,  that  tbey  not  Only 
could  not  afford  to  pay  the  duties,  but  that  they  a&ually 
flood  in  need  of  farther  affiftance,  and  that  with  a  view  to 

N  afford  them  fuch  affiftance,  it  was  neceffary  to  fbrgi vr  tfoem 

the  whole  amount  of  the  intereft  ;  ahd  irir  ftfppdrt'df  the 
other,  to  take  the  direft  oppofite  argument,  and  to  contend, 
that  their  affairs  were  in  fo  flourifl^ing  and  profperotts  la  con- 
dition, that  they  could  well  afford  to  make  a  dividend  of' eight 
per  cent.  Now  to  have  a  bill  go  upon  two  fuch  cotrtradWtny 
pofitions,  as  that  the  Company  were  at  one  andF  the  feme 
time  both  rich  and  poor,  was  fo  inconfiftent  and*  fo  'inlrckfita- 
abFe,  that  he  flattered  himfelf  it  wotfld  have  req'uiVed  but  Artie 
argument  to  have  induced  gentlemen  to  feel,  that  it  was  ra- 
ther too  much  for  commonfenfe  to  admit,  and  of  courfe  that 
they  would  have  voted  for  a  fix-per-cent.  dividendinftfcad  of 
an  eight.  Indeed  he  could  not  conceive  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  fiimfelf  was  aware  of  the  abfurdity,  or  he  fhould 
have  imagined,  he  would  have  propofed,  that  the  Company 
ftiould  divide  no  rnore  than  fix  per  cent,  till  they  had  paid 
their  debts.  Mr.  Eden  argued  farther,  that  there  was  no 
occafion  to  extend  the  bill  fo  far,  fince  the  Company  theta- 
felves  had  not  prayed  for  relief  beyond  a  certain  extent,  and 
the  bill  exceeded  it  by  a  whole  twelvemonth. 
Mr.  Chan--  ■  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  begged  to  fay  one  word  to  what  had 
cdior  Pitt.  faii£n  from  the  j-igtt  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  arguments, 
^       -  however 
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howpver^wfill  they  might  found,  -were  more  .ingenious  than 
ferious*  Iaciyeffjie  imagined  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man bhnfetf"  rather  offered  ijiem  as  proofs  of  his  ingenuity* 
than  meafrt  them  to  be  regarded  as,  folid  and  fubflantial  ob- 
jections againft  the  bill.  It  was  extremely  eafy  to  fay,  the 
bill  remitted  the  intereft  of  the  Company's  debts,  becaufe 
they  yrpre  too  poor  to  pay  it,  and  that  it  allowed  them  todivide 
eight  pe*  cent,  becaufe  they  ynjerc  rich  enough  to  afford  fuch 
a  dividend  ;  bur  was  that  in  truth,  and  in  fair  argument,  the 
ftate  of  the,  cafe  ?  (pertainly  not.  The  real  ftatc  of  the  cafe 
he  took  to  be  this  :  the  Company,  it  was  true,  were  fome,- 
what  diftreffed  at  this  moment;  but  what  he  took  to  be  their 
j>recife  fituation  was,  the  medium  between  the  two  oppoiite 
opinions;  they  were  neither  fo  near  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin 
as  fome  gentlemen  imagined,  nor  were  they  in  that  very  pro- 
fperous  condition  that  other  gentlemen  were  willing  to  be- 
lieve they  were.  In  fact,  the  Company,  though  certainly 
not  in  the  prefent  affluence,  and  in  prefent  profperity,  were, 
neverthelefs,  deciding  impartially  from  the  Directors*  own 
ftate  of  their  aifeirs,  and  from  the  very  fair  and  candid  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  that  Houfe  appointed  to  examine 
the  Directors'  ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  confidering  all  the 
circumftances  of  their  affairs,  in  that  condition  that  came 
within  the  fair  meaning  of  the  word  u  folvent."  That  he 
took  to  be  the  real  fituation  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and 
he  had  formed  his  own  opinion  upon  thefe  grounds  ;  there- 
fore, hoping  that  the  Public ;hereafter  would  derive  confide  - 
rable  advantages  from  the  Company  and  from  India,  he 
thought  jt  right  to  affift  the  Company  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  and  to  rqmit  the  whole  of  the  intereft  of  the  debt  due 
from  them  for  duties.  But  when  he  propofed  fuch  a  rnea- 
fure,  he  did  not  propofe  it,  meaning  thereby  to  admit,  that 
the  Company  were  warranted  to  claim  it  as  a  matter  of  right; 
no,  hp  .propofed  as  a  favour  done  them  by  the  Public,  as  a 
handfooa?  and  liberal  act  of  bounty  and  benevolence,  which 
it  became  tlje  Public  to  perform,  under  all  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances of  the  cafe.  With  regard  tp  allowing  the  Com- 
pany to  make  a  dividend  of  eight  per  cent.,  was  it  to  be  in- 
ferred frqm  thence,  that  the  Company  were  rich  enough  to 
afford,  and  that  the  fize  of  the  dividend  was  governed  by  tha* 
circumftpncc  iblely  ?  No  fuch  thing.  The  dividend  ot  eight 
per  cent,  was  allowed,  becaufe  it  appeared  that  the  credit  of 
the  Company  depended  materially  upon  their  dividend  ;  and 
as  public  credit  was  intimately,  connected  with  the  credit 
•     U  u  2  •  of 
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fDf  the  Eaftrlndia  Company,  motives  of  policy  and  expe- 
diency di&ated  the;  propriety  of  allowing  the  Company's  di- 
vidend to  be  to  the  amount  of  eight  per  cent. '  With  nefpeft 
to  the  time  that  the  bill  refpitcd  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
gnd  remitted  the  intereft  exceeding  the  period  prayfcd  for  by 
die  Company,  the  difference  was  but  trifling,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability the  Public  would  receive  back  three-fourths  of  the 
fum  before  the  bill  expired,  in  their  participation  of  the  di- 
vidend which  the  Public  would  be  entitled  to,  agreeable  to 
the  ad  of  Parliament,  that  gives  them  a  right  to  three-fourths 
pf  the  dividend,  whenever  the  Company  divide  above  eight 
per  cent.  Mr.  Pkt  added  other  arguments,  to  (hew  the  pro- 
bable profperity  of  the  Company,  if  their  affiirs  were  pro- 
perly managed  and  taken  care  of.  In  confirmation  of  the 
reafonablcnefs  of  this  expc&ation,  he  communicated  to  the 
Houfe  the  intelligence  from  authority  that  had  been  received 
by  Government,  Hating  that  peace  was  now  eftablilhed  in 
India,  that  it  prevailed  there  qniverfally,  and  promifed  to  be 
permanent. 
Jty.Hufley.  Mr.  Huffy  defired  to  fay  a  wbrd  or  two  upon  what  had 
fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who,  he  (aid, 
had  not  convinced  him  that  the  Houfe  were  juftified  in  giving 
away  fuch  a  fum  as  100,000!.  of  the  public  money  to  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  and  at  the  fame  time  allowing  them  to 
divide  eight  per  pent.  He  was  extremely  glad  to  hear  the 
'  news  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  been  pl^afcd  to 
communicate  to  the  Houfe.  Every  man  of  humanity,  and 
,  every  fripnd  to  bis  country,  muft  be  glad  to  hear  that  there 
was  peace  in  Jndia ;  but  that  did  not  appear  to  htm  to  be  an 
argument  that  applied  to  the  prefent  cafe.  The  bill  had  not 
been  brought  in  upon  thofe  grounds ;  let  the  Hbofe  remember 
that;  and,  therefore,  its  having  taken  place,  however  a 
matter  of  general  fatisfa&ion,  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  an  ar- 

Sment  for  fo  extraordinary  an  aft  of  profufenefs,  as  making 
:  Eaft-India  Company  a  free  gift  of  ioo,oool.  of  the  public 
money.  They  were  not  entitled  to  any  fuch  free  gift  from 
the  Public.  The  manner  in  which  they  had  conducted  then- 
own  affairs  hitherto  did  not  deferve  it.  Mr.  Huflfey  added 
arguments  to  prove,  that  fijeh  an  application  of  the  public 
treafure  was  extremely  reprejienfible  ;  and  be  fat  down  with 
faying,  that  it  but  ill  apcorded  with  that  ftrift  regard  to 
©economy,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  Tjad  fo 
often  ftated  the  exigency  of  public  affairs  to  require,  and  to 
which  hie  had  repeatedly  promifed  rigidly  to  adhere. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Fox  (who  had  come  into  the  Hoafe  while  Mr.  Pitt  Mr,  Fas. 
was  fpeaking)  rofe  to  fupport  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Hufiey. 
The  argument  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid, 
weighed  nothing,  unlefs  it  could  be  taken  as  proof,  that  the 
credit  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  depended  altogether  on 
their  being  enabled  to  divide  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  eight 
per  cent.;  an  amount  of  dividend  which  they  had  never 
reached  at  any  time  from  their  commercial  profits  alone.  He 
ftated  the  giving  up  the  intereft  of  the  duties  to  be  a  moft 
lavifh  wafte  of  die  public  money,  and  an  aft  of  profufion  as 
unnecefiary  as  it  was  extravagant.  To  juftify  (och  a  trans- 
action, by  pleading  the  prelent  poverty  of  the  Company, 
and  to  allow  them  to  make  a  dividend  of  eight  per  cent, 
at  die  fame  time,  was,  he  faid,  an  inconfiftency  irreconcilc- 
able  to  common  fenfe.  The  tranfaftion  altogether  was  fuch9 
he  declared,  as  every  gentleman  prefent,  who  had  any  re- 
gard for  his  condiments,  or  any  fenfe  of  his  duty  to  the  Peo- 
ple of  England,  ought  to  mark  with  the  fevereft  reprobation? 
A  tranfa&iou  fo  extraordinary  could  not  be  founded  in  the 
open  and  avowed  reafons  that  had  been  affigned  for  it,  but 
muft  have  its  origin  in  fome  dark  and  infidious  purpofe. 
What  was  the  Adminiftration  that  obftinately  pemfted  in 
denying  the  navy  bill-holders  their  fair  and  equitable  claims, 
that,  in  the  very  hour  in  which  they  talked  loudly  of  the  ex- 
treme neceffity  of  preferving  the  public  credit  facred  and  in* 
Violate,  took  meafures  effe&ually  to  wound  and  injure  it  ?  Was 
that  Adminiftration  to  be  allowed  to  give  away  ioo,oool.of  the 
public  money,  and  to  give  it  away  fo  fhamefully  ?  Let  gen- 
tlemen recoiled  the  hard  and  fevere  taxes  they  had  confented 
to  impofe  on  the  People  of  England,  Let  them  remember, 
that  to  meet  the  neceffity  of  affairs,  as  ftated  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (and  be  did  not  mean  to  fay,  that  it 
had  not  been  fairly  ftated,  and  that  the  neceffity  did  not  ac- 
tually cxift)  but  to  meet  that  neceffity,  they  had  impofed 
taxes  on  our  manufactures,  and  taxes  on  the  neceflaries  of 
life  !  Taxes  that  reached  the  poor,  and  affefted  all  ranks  of 
people  !  And  were  they,  at  fuch  a  moment  efpecially,  to 
content  to  a  propofition  fo  monftrous  as  that  held  out  by  the 
bill.  viz.  to  keep  ioo,oool.  out  of  the  public  coffers,  and  to 
put  it  into  the  pockets  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  ?  What 
would  the  Country  fay  ?  What  would  the  People  of  England 
fay,  when  they  heard  that  fuch  a  fom  was  taken  from  them, 
and  put  into  the  pockets  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  ?  When 
they  coupled  that  meafure  with  a  bill  now  in  the  other  Hoofe, 

the 
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■y  the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  apd  management  of  the 
Eaflr  India  Company  (which  had.  been  fo  totally  jil^ereci  fin^ 
it  was  firft  introduced,  as  to  have  loft  fight  compktel'y  pT  the 
principle  upon  which  it  had  been  opened),  a would  t&ejr  nof 
fey,  that  inftead  of  eftablifhijig  a  gopd  and  a  falutary  ir^lifh 
government  in  Iadia,  the  tendency  pf  all  the  meafures  lately 
taken,,  went  to  the  cftablifhcnent  of  an  Indian  government  in 
England  !  Vndpubtedly  they  would.;  and  repent  fa£U  would 
War  them  out  in  the  JWpicion ;  he  cautioned  the  ,Hopfe, 
therefore,  tojake  care  what  they  were  about,  and  tQ  a(k 
tbcmfelves  if  it  was  their  with  to  facrifice  every  ffcyig  tp  the 
Eait-India  Company,  and  to  eftablifh  an  Indian  gpyerflmept 
of  Great  Britain  !  \ 

Mr.  C1j«u  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  refe  wkh  forae  warmth  to  repjy  ;  be 
teller  Pitt,  zfe^  whether  the  infidk>us  and  inflammatory  Ipeech  ojf.  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  warrantable  by.  any  tfcing 
that  palled  that  day  ?  Where  did  the  right  horjdur,able  gen- 
tleman find  tbe  means  of  eft ajbli  thing  an  Indian  goyf  rqment 
of  England  in  tbe  bill  then  under  czucujGon,  or  in  his  cpu- 
duft  fefpefting  any  other  hill  not  then  in  that  Hopfe  ? 
Was  it  in  any  attempt  of  his  to  feize  upon  the  property  pf 
tbe  Eaft-India  Company,  to,pofleis  himfelf  of  its  patrop^ge, 
to  engrofs  tbe  appropriation  of  its  revenues,  and  tp  ule  it  .as. 
the  engine  of  lafting  and  permanent  power  ?  Had'fce  fe|fUp 
chartered  rights  as  matters  of  derjfion,  and  as  matters  pot 
worth  prefervatiop  ?  Had  he  endeavoured  to  put  hjjtnfelr  >& 
?  new  fituatipr^  by  creating  a  fourth  branch  of  the  J-egtfU- 
tgre,  and  feizing  upon  the  fgpreme  authority  of  the  ft^te  }  I9 
wfrat  did  his  cooduA  juftify  the  invidious  motives  which  the 
right. honourable  gentleman  had  tfcpugbt  proper  to  impute  tg 
him  ?  Or  if  Gach  motives  were  jto  bp  found  any  wbejre^  wer$ 
they  not  rather  to  be  looked  for  in  the  conduflt  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf;?  With  regard  to  the  <tfv|dep,4 
of  eight  per  cent^  he  had  already*  ftated,  that  the  .cjx^it  of 
the  Company,  with  ^hich  the  credit  pf  the  Public  was  fa  fa? 
iimately  jfpnne&ed,  that  one  could  nqt'bc  fl>afcen  or  }v]\x^fff 
without  the  other','*  very.  fenfibly_  feeding  .it,  depended  uppn 
the  dividend  of  the  Company  beiAg  kept  up  ?'nd  fypppuccL 
Aftd  as  to  the  rqmiffipn  of  the  intereft  of  the  debt  0/  tbp.EafU 
India  Company,  tbe  right  honourable  jgentleirian  kn'ew,  '$# 
public  policy^od  (expediency  reid^re^.^rexuiflioh  pf  th$  inte* 
refts  of  all  the  debts  due  to  ^p.PubUc.eflpalljy  Beceffary,  Pe*»- 
haps  the  right  honourable  gentlOTgnXnew^  &at  .rjjere  were 
j*rfansinjfeUedtQtheP 

H  r  '  which 
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tfrhieh debts  ought  not  to  be  forgiven  ;  but/  oft  the  contrary,' 
Both  intereft  and  principal  might  long  finee  to  have  been  paid 
in.  Having  purfued  ihfc  ftraih  of  inveftive  fof  forte- time, 
Mr;  Pitt  reafoned  rn  ore -calmly  on  the  argument  of  Mr.  Fo*f 
and  faid,  when  rhe  ri^hthOnOtiraWe  gfcrrtfenwrw  dhdfe  iftvi- 
dioofly  toftatfc,  that  the  remtffion  of  the  intertft  of  the  debt 
due*  from  the  Eaft-IndSa  Company,  was  keeping  fo  much  outf 
of  the  public  coffers,  in  order  to  put  it  ihto  the  hand*  of  the 
Company,  he  well  knew  that  it  was  no  ftch  thing.  He  knew 
that  there  was  no  part  of  the  bill,  cither  the  remiffion  of  the 
intereft  df  the  debt,  or  the  allowing  the  Company  to  make  at 
dividend  of  eight  per  cent,  that  was  not  precifely  the  very 
thing  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  d*rte  himy 
felf  when  H h  effiee.  Let  die  Houie  recofleft,  that  the  bill  rf 
Iaft  jHt  gave  up  the  intereft,  and  allowed  a  dividend  tt eight 
per  chit. ;  and  let  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  the 
future  learn  to  aft  with  more  candour,  and  not  attempt  to 
blame  that  in  others  which  he  had  before  done  himferf !  B«t 
whatever  fcffeft  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  protuife 
himfelf,  lib  invidious  manner  of  ftating  fafts,  or  his  inflam- 
matory appeals  to  the  Public  would  produce,  he  vtould  find 
bimfdf  milcrably  miftaken ;  he  might  reft  affured  neither 
that  Houfe  nor  the  Country  wtre  fo  eafy  to  be  deceived  and 
deluded  as  he  imagined*  They  had  formed  theit  judgement 
of  the  right  honourable  gemletrtan  by  his  ptrft  eondua:,  and 
they  would  not  ealily  believe  his  affertions>  ot  r$ly  with  much 
confidence  on  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Fox  rofc  the  moment  Mr.  Pitt  fat  down,  atid  remarked  Mr.  Fo*. 
to  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  plain  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  had  found  out,  what  indeed  it  required  no  great  degree 
of  'ftgacity  to  difcover,  viz.  that  a  bill  for  the  bettergoverfl- 
rnent  of  India,  Which  he  had  brought  into  the  laft  Parliament, 
was  an  unpopular  bill  in  that  Houfe,  and  having  made  this 
hOtable  difcovery,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thought 
proper,  whenever  he  faid  any  thing  that  did  not  pleafe  htm, 
to  run  on  in  a  ftrain  of  vehement  declamation  on  the  fubjeft 
of  his  Eaft-India  bill,  to  vent  a  confiderable  (hare  of  inveaive 
upon  ft,  and  to  ring  the  changes  on  all  the  various  terms  of 
obloquy  and  reproach  jhat  his  ingenuity  could  fuggeft.  This* 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  convinced  him,  that  even  among  the  fertite  re- 
sources of  the  tight  honourable  gentleman's  mind,  he  foun£ 
himfelf  at  alofs  very  frequently  how  to  anfwer  his  arguments; 
and  as  often  as  he  did  fo,  a  declamation  upon  the  Eaft-India  bill 
ferved  him  as  a  fubftitute  for  reafoning,  and  as  it  Was  fure  to 

catch 
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catch  the  Hoofe,  perhaps  it  was  exceedingly  wife  in  him  to 
adopt  fnch  a  practice.  The  Eaft-Iodia  bill  that  he  had  the 
honour  of  introducing,  Mr.  Fox  (aid,  had  been  difcuffed 
again  and  again  ;  it  was  unnecefiary,  therefore,  for  him  to 
go  into  any  defence  of  it  at  that  time.  It  was  a  bill,  of  which, 
he  repeatedly  {aid,  he  never  fhould  be  aftiamed.  The  more 
it  was  difcuffed,  and  the  better  it  was  underftood,  the  more 
its  unpopularity  diminilhed  ;  this  was  already  apparently  the 
cafe  without  doors,  and  it  would  be  one  day  the  cafe  within 
thofe  walls,  he  was  perfe&ly  convinced.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  chofen  to  advert  to  a  bill  brought  in  by  a 
noble  friend  of  his,  no  longer  in  Parliament,  and  bad  urged 
that  as  a  parallel  cafe  to  the  prefent ;  but  was  it  b  ?  Un- 
doubtedly not.  His  noble  friend  had  propofed,  that  the  di- 
vidend of  the  Company  fhould  be  after  the  rate  of  eight  per 
cent,  for  a  finglc  half  jear,  to  which  he  had  obje&ed  in  pri- 
vate :  but  his  noble  friend  had  argued  with  him  in  this  man- 
ner upon  the  fubjeft  :  "  You  are  going  to  take  the  affairs  of 
"  the  Company  under  full  difcuffion,  and  to  make  fuch  regu- 
"  lations  as  fhall  appear  to  be  ncceffary.  Do  not,  therefore, 
"  fuffcr  a  prejudicatory  idea  of  their  affairs  being  in  a  bad 
"  condition  to  go  forth.  Allow  them  now  to  make  an  hand- 
cc  feme  dividend ;  and  when  you  have  examined  their  affairs, 
"  and  afcertained  their  real  fituation,  regulate  the  future  di- 
"  vidends  accordingly ."  In  this  argument  there  was  reafoa 
and  common  feafe;  but  was  the  cafe  fimilar  ?  Parliament 
had  examined  the  Company's  affairs.  Parliament  found 
them  to'  be  bad.  The  bill  under  difcuffion  fjx>ke  them  to  be 
bad,  for  it  forgave  them  a  large  fum  due  for  intereft.  Under 
fuch  circumftances,  therefore,  ought  a  permanent  dividend  of 
eight  per  cent,  to  be  allowed  ?  Reafen,  common  fenfe,  pru- 
dence, at)d  eauity,  forbade  it  ?  From  die  bill  of  his  noble 
friend^  which  certainly  was  analogous  to  the  prefent  cafe, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen  to 

£into  perfonal  matters,  and  endeavour  to  infiquate  ^circum- 
nces  againft  him,  with  which,  he  had  often  ftated,  he  bad 
no  concern  whatever*  He  never  had  argued  agafaft  any  pub- 
lic debtor,  be  he  who  he  might,  paying  the  Public  intereft 
for  die  money  in  his  hands,  from  the  time  that  the  Public 
had  a  right  to  expeft  that  intereft,  and  the  right  honourable 

Sntleman  would  never  find  him  arguing  in  that  way.  How 
r  it  was  handfome  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  nm 
into  perfonal  matters,  when  they  had  no  relation  whatever  to 
the  jubjeft  under  confide  wtioa,  he  would  leave  to  the  Hoofe 

to 
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to  determine ;  he  only  begged  them  to  remark,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  declamation  againft  his  India  bill,* 
which  had  received  the  fupport  of  a  confiderable  majority  of 
that  Hptafe  in  the  laft  Parliament,  was  the  fole  argument 
that  he  had  made  ufe  of,  in  anfwer  to  his  bbfervations  upon' 
fo  unneceflforily  giving  away  ioo,oool.,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  in'  fo  inconfifteot  and  unaccountable  a  manner,  allows 
ing  the  Company  to  make  a  dividend  of  eight  per  cent.  Not 
one  wotd  of  reafoning  had  the  right  honourable  gentleman: 
offered  upon  the  fubjelt ;  let  him,  therefore,  feel  what  jufti- 
ficatfon  he  might  in  his  own  mind,  and  let  him  refort  to  de- 
clamatory invedive  and  perfbnal  infinuarion  as  much  as  he 
pleafai,  he  fhould  ftill  fay,  that  the  People  of  England 
would,  from  the  face  of  that  bttl^  arid  from  what  had  hap-' 
pened  in  regard  to  another*  reafonably  conclude,  that  the 
liUft-India  Company  had  an  undue  influence  upon  theprefent 
Government,  and  that  it  was  their  purpofe  to  eftablifh  ant 
Indian  government  of  England. 

Mt+J}undas  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  nobody  Mr.  DuftUa 
but  himffalf  to  thank  for  it,  if  any  thing  perfbnal  or  invidious 
had  been  faid  in  the  courfe  of  that  debate.     Let  him  remem- 
ber, that  he  had  not  contented  himfelf  with  fair  argument ; 
he  bad- not  confined  what  he  had  faid  to  die  bill  then  under, 
consideration,  but  had  thought  proper  to  afcfibe  motives  of 
an  invidious  nature  to  his  right  honourable  friend,  for  his 
coaduft  in  fupporting  the  bill  in  its  prefent  form.     It  was, 
therefore,   the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  began  the 
personality ;  and  it  was  furely  juftifiable  for  his  right  hd~ 
nourable  friend  in  retort  to  fay,  that  the  undue  motives  im- 
puted to  him,  muft  have  fuggefted  themfelves  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  mind,  in  confequence  of  his  fenfe  of 
his  own  eonduft  on  a  former  occafion,  when  he  had  made 
that  attempt  to  feize  upon  the  property  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,,  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  its  patronage,  and  to  fet  up 
a  new  power  unknown  to  the  Conftitution,  and  fuperior  to 
the  Government  of  the  country,  which  they  all  knew  him 
to  have  made  for  the  purpofe  of  his  own  aggrandizement, 
and  with  a  view  to  fecare  himfelf  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
moval from  office.    With  regard  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  aflcrtion,  his  right  honourable  friend  h^d  not 
fupported  the  propofition  of  allowing  the  Comparfy  to  make 
an  eigtyt-per-cent  dividend  with  a  fingle  argument ;  he  beg- 
ged the  right  honourable  gerrtfematn  not  to  imagine/  that 
whet}  he  chofe  to  abfent  hitftfetf  from  his  duty  in  that  Houfe, 
Vol.  XVI,  X  x  where 
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where  they  were  all  glad  to  fee  htffl,  to  fuppofe  that*  nothing 
patted  there.     Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thought 
proper  to  have  been  prefent  when  the  bill  was  in  a  Committee, 
and  when  the  blank  was  propofed  to  be  filled  up  with  the 
word9  "  eight  per  cent."  he  would  have  heard  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  argue  much  at  large,  in  ftating  the  grounds 
on  which  he  propofed  that  the  Company  fhould  be  allowed  to 
make  fuch  a  dividend.  Now  it  was  over,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he 
knew  no  harm  in  Hating  to  the  Houfe,  that  in  faft  his  right 
honourable  friend  had  intended,  on  the  very  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  the  blanks  were  filled  up  with  the  words  "  eight 
"  per  cent."  to  have  come  down  and  propofed  "  fix  percent." 
(hould  be  the  amount  to  which  the  dividend  of  the  Company 
fhould  be  confined  till  they  had  paid  their  debts,  but  h  was 
flated  to  him  by  the  monied  men,  and  thofe  tnoft  converfant 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  that  above  one-fourth  of 
their  whole  (lock  was  in  the  hands  pf  foreigners,  and  that  if 
the  dividend  was  reduced,  thofe  foreigners  would  immediately 
conceive  the  Company  were  ruined,  and  would  fell  out;  a 
circumftance  that  could  not  but  fhake  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  materially  affe&  thai  of  the  Public  !    This  cir- 
cumftance the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  heard 
alluded  to  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  if  he  had  thought 
proper  to  have  attended  whep  the  fubje£k  was  laft  under  con- 
sideration ;  but  not  having  done  fo,  he  had  no  right  to  con- 
clude, that  no  argument  whatever  had  been  alledged  in  fbpport 
of  the  proportion.    Mr.  Dundas  took  notice  of  Mr.  Fox's 
affertion,  {hat  the- Company  had- never  divided  eight  per 
cent,  from  their  commercial  profits,  and  faid,  the  faft  might 
be  fo;   but  fince  they  had  obtained  pofleffion  of  the  Dew- 
annee,  they  often  had.    He  alfo  difcuffed  the  nature  of  Lord 
John  Cavendifh's  bill,  and  ftated  the  time  of  its  duration, 
arguing,  that  there  was  lefs  reafon  for  remitting  the  inrereft 
of  the  debt  at  that  time,  and  allowing  the  Company  to  di- 
vide eight  per  cent.,  than  at  prefent. 
Mr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  rofe  aga\o,.  and  declared,  that  nothing  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  faid,  amounted  to  an 
argument  why  the  dividend  fhould  be  eight  per  cent.     As  to 
a  fourth  of  the  flock  being  in  the  hands  of  foreigners,   and 
the  remark,  that  if  the  dividend  was  reduced  they  would  fell 
out,  paft  experience  proved  that  the  alarm  was  unfounded* 
When  the  flock  was  laft  reduced  below  eight  per  cent*,  had 
the  foreigners  fold  out  ?    Undoubtedly  they  had  not.     Mr. 
Fox  contended,  that  unlefs  it  could  beproved,  that  the  credit 
*  of 
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of  the  Company  depended  altogether  on  their  dividing  exaflly 
eight  per  cent  and  neither  more  nor  lefs,  that  fuch  a  divi- 
dend ought  not  to  be  allowed ;  and,  therefore,  as  he  con- 
ceived, they  were  not  entitled  to  a  remiflion  of  intereft  and  a 
dividend  of  eight  per  cent.,  he  gave  notice,  that  at  the  proper 
time,  he  would  move  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inferting  the 
words  "  five  per  cent,  intereft,"  after  the  ftaternent  of  the 
fum  due  to  the  Public  from  the  Company  for  duties. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time ;  after  which, 
Mr.  Eden  propofed  a  claufeof  provifo,  by  way  of  rider.  Mr.Edea. 
The  purport  of  the  claufe  was,  to  oblige  the  Company  to 
follow  certain  regulations  in  accepting  and  difcharging  the 
bills  drawn  upon  them  according  to  their  refpe&ive  date*. 
The  claufe  was  brought  up,  and  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr*  Akin/on  faid,  he  feared  the  operation  of  fuch  a  pro*  Mr.  Atkin. 
vi fb  might  lead  to  difficulty  and  embarraflment,  by  con-  fon« 
founding  the  dates  of  the  bills  from  China,  and  thofe  from 
Bengal. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  be  had  imagined  that  the  honourable  gen*  Mr.E4c». 
tleman  underftood  the  bill  better  than  any  of  them,  but  he 
found  he  had  given  him  credit  for  a  farther  acquaintance 
with  it  than  he  really  poflefTed,  and  that  he  did  not  underftand 
it.  Mr.  Eden  (hewed,  that  the  bHl,  by  an  exprefs  claufe, 
confined  its  regulation  to -the  bills  from  Bengal. 

Mr.  Jtkinfon  faid,  he  had  fpoken  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Mr.Atkin. 
moment,  from  having  heard  the  provifo  curforily  read ;  that  fon- 
the  cafe  ftanding  as  it  did,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  claufe. 
The  claufe  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,   by  inferting  the  Mr.  Fox. 
words  "  five  per  cent,  intereft."     The  amendment  was  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Courienay  ironically  argued,  that  it  was  proper  the  Mr.  Cour- 
Company  ihould  be  allowed  to  divide  eight  per  cent,  whe-  ^ay. 
ther  they  were  rich  or  poor.     If  rich,  they  ought  to  divide 
what  they  pleafed  ;  if  poor,  as  it  was  the  laft  time  they  would 
divide  fo  much,  it  would  certainly  be  right  to  indulge  them. 
IVlr.  Courtenay  confidered  what  had  been  faid  of  the  fo- 
reigners, and  the  circumftances  of  the  dividends  being  fuf- 
fered  to  be  eight  per  cent.,    as  a  proof  of  the  good  .under- 
standing that  there  exifted  between  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman and  them.    It  was  plain,  he  faid,  the  right  honourable 
g-en tleman  kept  the  dividend  up  as  high  as  eight  per  cent,  in 
order  that  his  foreign  friends,  who  held  India  ftock,  might 
fell    odt  to  advantage,    which  they  would  undoubtedly  do 

X  x  2  dire&ly, 
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AiTeSdj.  He  faid,  it  was  evident,  from  the  co&ple&ion  rf 
the  prefent  bill,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  the  right  ho* 
nourable'  gentleman  had  given  up  the  principle  of  the  India 
regulating  bill,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
iblely  governed  by  the  Eaft-India  Company  ;  the  regulating 
biUy  he  faid,  was  originally  brought  in  full  of  clanks 
tending  to  increate  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  [Mr.  Pitt 
faid  acrofe  the  Houfe,  €l  Name  them  F]  Mr.  Courtenay 
afked,  if  the  appointment  of  the  Commanders  in  Chief  was 
not,  as  the  bill  ftood,  veiled  in  the  Crown  r  [Mrf  Pitt  faid, 
u  Yes."]  Mr.  Courtenay  then  contended,  that  had  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commanders  in  Chief  remained  vefted  in  the 
(Crown,  the  Crown  would  have  had  the  fole  appointment  of 
the  army.  [Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Attorney  General  faid,  acrofe 
the  Houfe,  **  Oh,  no  fuch  thing  I  •']  Mr.  Courtenay  declared, 
he  confident  the  bill  a'|  afbill  calculated  to  protect  that  grand 
delinquent  and  peculator,  Mr.  Haftings,  of  whom,  he  faid, 
\\e  had  once  entertained  a  better  opinion.  He  ftateel  his  rea- 
sons for  having  changed  his  fontinftents>  He  went  on  pur- 
fuing  his  reafonjng,  andfuppofed  an  interview  had  taken  place 
between  fome  of  the  moft  known  Directors  and  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  that,  they  had  faid  to  him, 
"  Give  us  the  patronage  and  the  power  under  this  bill,  an' 
"  we  will  continue  you  Minifter..  If  you  give  it  to  the 
"  Crown,  the  Crown  may  not  always  like  you,  and  you  ©ay 
<c  lofe  your  fituation.  If  you  do  not  chute  to  give  us  the 
"  patronage,  we'll  join  the  opposition,  and  ruin  your  Adari- 
"  niitratipn."  Mr.  Courtenay  infifte#  upon  it,  that  it  was 
clear  fuch  a  converfation,  or.  foroethmg  very  like  it,  had  taken 
place.  He  remarked,  that  the  giving  away  ioo,OOoi.  wai  a 
moft  lavi/h  wafte  pf  the  public  money.  That  fum,  he  faid, 
"  >vou)d  have  relieved  the  poor  from  the  oppreflive  tax  on 
candles,  which  was  about  to  be  rendered  extremely  heavy  to 
the  confumer.  The  tallow-chandlers  had  already  raifed 
candles  to  ejght  Shillings  and  four  pence  the  dozen  pound ; 
and  confidering  that  the  retail  vender  itiuft  put  a  profit  upon 
•  candles,  the  poor  would  pay  three  halfpence  a  pound  addition 
in  confequence  of  the  tax.  After  a  good  deal  of  mixed  rea- 
foning,  part/pf  it  ferious,  and  part  ludicrous,  Mr.  Courtenay 
faid,  he  considered  the  conduct  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman as  a  proof  of  his  fincerity.  T§e  Public  had  very 
foolifhly  itlolifed  him,' and  he  was  determined  in  the  moft 
rapid  -manner  poflible  to  undeceive  them;  and  in  return  for 
their  folly.,  to  convince  them,  that  their  idol  like  rjfeny .ethers, 
to  as  mere  wood  and  ftohe. 

Six 
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Sir  James  Erfktnt  fupported  the  objedicraa  to  the  bill,  and  Sir  James 
contended,  that  inftead  of  their  having  been  fairly  anfwered,  ErlkiQC» 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  right  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  near  him,  had  contented  themfelves 
with  declamation,  invefiive,  and  perfonal  insinuations  againft 
hi*  right  honourable  friend.  Sir  James  reviewed  the  anfoers, 
fuch  as  they  had  been,  and  pointed  out  their  fallacy.  Ha 
made  feveral  pointed  remarks,  and  fignificd  his  determination 
to  move  an  amendment  of  the  claufe  relative  to  the  dividend* 

Major  Grant  rofe  to  correct  Mr.  Fox's  affertion,  that  the  M«j.  Omt 
Company  had  never  divided  fo  much  as  eight  per  cent*  from 
commercial  profits.  Mr,  Grant  faid,  they  had  made  a  di- 
,  vidend  of  eight  per  cent,  before  the  acquifition  of  much  ter- 
ritory. He  ftated  himfelf  to  be  almoft  the  only  officer  who 
fcrved  the  Company,  and  gained  nothing  by  it, 

Mr.  Fox  made  a  (hort  reply,  and  expreffed  his  fatisfa&ion  Mr,  For. 
at  his  honourable  friend's  having  fignified  his  intention  to 
move  the  amendment. 

Major  Scvtt  begged  to  ftate  a  circumftance,  which  he  Maj.  Scott, 
thought  had  not  been  fufficiently  adverted  to  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who  had  juft  fat  down.  In 
the  prdgrefs  of  a  late  bill  through  the  Houfe,  the  affairs  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company  had  received  a  very  full  difcuflion, 
and  a  great  variety  of  opinions  had  prevailed  relative  to  the 
a&ual  ftate  of  India.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
ftrongly  expreffed  his  doubts,  as  to  our  being  at  peace  in 
India.  Another  honourable  gentleman,  not  then  in  his  place, 
(Mr*  Francis)  had  given  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  we 
were  not  at  peace  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  as  appeared  from  a 
corrcft  copy  of  his  fpeech,  which  he  then  held  in  his  hand. 
Other  gentlemen,  on  the  fame  fide,  had  thought  as  he  did. 
On  this  fide  of  the  Houfe*  many  thought,  that  the  peace  was 
at  icaft  doubtful ;  though,  for  his  own  part}  he  had  enter- 
tained no  doubts  of  its  being  perfe&ly  re*eftaWi(hed.  If, 
however,  under  thefe  various  opinions,  and  confidering  the 
weight  which  the  honourable  gentleman's  fentiments  which 
he  had  quoted,  had  with  the  world,  from  the  high  office  he 
had  filled  in  Bengal,  the  Mlnifter  had  a&ually  propofed  a 
dividend  of  eight  per  cent,  what  would  have  been  the  con* 
faqneote }  Why,  every  foreigner  poffeffing  ftock,  would 
havedypofedof  it,  on  a  fnppofition,  that  the  Company's  af- 
fairs vene  really  in  that  dreadful  ftate  which  fane  gentlemen 
defcribecL  It  was,  therefore,  wife  policy,  to  continue  thfe 
dividend  at  eight  per  cent,  under  die  macertanfty  which  had 

prevailed  I 
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prevailed  till  yefterday ;  but  now  wc  knew  for  a  certainty, 
that  a  peace  was  a&ually  concluded,  on  very  advantageous 
«nd  honourable  terms,  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  on  the  nth  of 
March  ;  and  this  happy  event  would  furely  remove  every 
doubt  with  regard  to  the  dividend,  which  could  not  now  be 
reduced  lower  than  eight  per  cent,  upon  any  view  of  the 
Company's  future  profpett. 

At  the  proper  opportunity,  Sir  James  Erfkine  moved  his 
amendment.     On  putting  the  queftion,  it  was  loft. 

JKr.  Fex,  Mr.  Fox  then  faid,  he  was  happy  the  amendment  had  been 
moved,  as  it  was  a  proof  to  the  People  of  England,  that 
none  of  his  friends  had  filently  acquiefced.in  a  bill,  that  gave 
away  fo  much  of  their  money  unneceflarily,  and  at  the  fame 
time  allowed  the  Company  to  divide  eight  per  cent,  while 
they  were  confiderably  in  debt  to  the  public.  Mr.  Fox,  in 
reply  to  Major  Scott,  juftified  what  he  had  formerly  faid,  as 
to  the  doubtfulnefs  of  peace  in  India  ;  declaring,  that  all  the 
end  of  his  argument  on  that  .point  had  been  to  aflert,  that 
the  conjeftures  of  Mr.  Haftings  were  not  to  be  confidcred  as 
infallible  indications  that  peace  was  at  hand.  An  infallible 
argument,  in  which  he  had  been  juftified  fufficiently  by  the 
many  ferious  doubts  entertained  by  the  beft  informed  upon 
the  fubjeft.  ' 
The  bill  pafled. 

Mr.Matdo  Mr.  Martin  prefented  a  petition  from  Sir  James  Grant, 
which  had  fome  reference  to  the  bill  for  the  reftoration  of  the 
forfeited  eftates.  After  fome  converfation  on  the  point, 
whether -it  was  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  Mr.  Martin 
withdrew  it. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  ways 

Mr.  Rofe.  and  means,  Mr.  Rye  moved  a  refolutiori,  purporting  it  to 
be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  no  member  of  that 
Houfe  fhould  feud  a  frank,  without  writing  the  whole  of  the 
direction  itfelf,  and  fubferibing  the  date  of  the  poft  town  it 
was  to  go  from,  and  the. day  of  the  mbrith  in  words  at  full 
length,  and  that  no  member  fhould  receive  any  letter  directed 
to  himfelf,  but  at  the  place  where  he  aftually  was,  at  his 
ufual  place  of  rcfidence  in  town,  or  at  the  lobby  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons. 

Mr.Hufley.  Mr.  Huffty  faid,  he  did  not  know  whether  he  rightly  un- 
derftood  the  motion,  but  he  conceived  its  meaning  to  be,  that 
franks  fhould  be  kfs  general  in  future  than  they  hitherto 
had  been,  with  a  view  to  increafe  the  revenue  of  the  poft* 
office.  He  therefore  hoped  gentlemen  who  belonged  to  mer- 
cantile 
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cantile  henries,  and  who  were  faid  to  fave  from  three  to  eight 
hundred  a  year,  in  the  price  of  poftage,  were  meant  to  be 
reftrarned  from  receiving  their  letters  of  bufinefs,  directed  to 
the  firm  of  the  Houfe,  free.  He  thought  it,  Mr.  Huffey 
faid,  a  paltry  confide  ration  for  gentlemen  in  bufinefs  to  come 
into  Parliament  chiefly  with  a  view  to  fave  a  few  hundreds, 
by  having  their  letters  free.  If  they  were  to  tax  the  Public, 
and  make  them  pay  more  for  poftage,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  deprive  them  of  the  accommodation  of  franks,  they  ought 
in  honour  and  infairnefs  to  pafs  a  felf-denying ordinance,  and 
to  (hare  the  inconvenience  with  them.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
it  was  intended  to  provide  fome  fuch  regulation  under  the 
prefent  resolution. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman's  fug-  Mr.  Chan- 
geftion  was  well  worth  confideration;  but  nothing  could  be  cellar  Pin. 
done,   or  need  be  faid  upon  it,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the 
bufinefs. 

Mr,  itofe  reminded  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  Mr.  Rofe. 
prefent  was  merely  a  refolution  moved  for  the  neceffary  pur- 
pofe  of  fending  it  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  they  'might 
come  to  a  fimilar  refolution,  which  was  an  indifpenfible  pre- 
liminary to  any  regulation  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  two 
Houfes.  When  the  bill  came  to  be  produced,  it  would  then 
be  the  proper  time  to  difcufs  the  hint  now  fuggefted,  and  to 
provide  claufes  fit  for  enforcing  that,  or  any  other  regulation 
that  might  be  thought  nccefifery. 

tylr.Pultcney  feared  the  Adminiftration  would  be  deceived  Mr.  Palter 
themfelves,  as  much  as  the  public  were  undoubtedly  deceived  aey* 
with  regard  to  the  degree  of  revenue  likely  to  arife  from  the 
abolition  of  franking.  The  moft  fanguine  expectations  of  ' 
thofe,  at  all  converfant  with  the  fubjeft,  had  never  induced 
them  to  flatter  themfelves,  that  if  franking  was  aholifhed  en- 
tirely, more  than  forty  thoufand  pounds  would  be  the  amount 
of  additional  advantage  to  the  poft-office  revenue ;  but  the 
public,  who  always  judged  extravagantly  of  the  good  confe- 
quence  likely  to  refult  from  the  deftruftion  of  a  privilege 
which  they  did  not  enjoy,  imagined  that  the  revenue  of  the 
poft-office  would  be  benefited  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  if  franking  was  entirely  aholifhed. 
Mr.Pulteaey  faid,  he  feared  both  Government  and  the  Public 
would  be  extremely  deceived,  and  that  the  produce  of  this 
regulation  would  be  little  or  nothing.  He  elucidated  this  re- 
mark, by  obferving,  that  when  the  ufe  of  franks  was  either 
wholly  abolished*  or  fp  limited,  as  to  be  confined  to  members 

of 
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of  Parliament  merely,  the  number  of  letters  fart  by  poft 
would  be  confiderably  diminished.  Franks,  lie  obierved, 
often  produced  gain  to  the  poft-office  revenue,  by  catting 
forth  anfwers  to  letters,  the  poftage  of  which  anfwer*  were 
paid  for,  and  had  not  the  franks  conveyed  the  letters,  the 
anfwers  would  never  have  been  written.  He  argued  alfo  on 
the  cruelty  of  diuiiniftiing  the  comfort  and  fatisfadion  en- 
joyed by  perfonfr  at  a  confiderabte  dzftance  from  each  other, 
who  converted  familiarly  by  letter,  while  their  tetters  conld 
pafs  free,  but  who  wrote  about  no  efiential  bufincJs,  aodwho 
would  confequently  ceafe  to  write  at  ail,  when  it  became  in* 
eumbent  on  them  to  pay  lb  heavy  a  tax,  a*  the  price  of  pof- 
tage,  for  their  correfpondence.  Mr.  Pulteney'a  fpeech  ww 
fraught  with  fair  argument,  rcafonable  conclufioo,  acute  ob- 
fervation,  and  fterling  fenfe. 
Lor4  Adam  Lord  Adam  Gordon  laid,  he  had  been  inftcofied  by  hi*  con- 
Gordon,     ftituents  to  oppofc  the  abolilhing  of  franking  partially. 

The  refolutiod  patted. 
Mr.  Chan.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  had  endeavoured  fo  to  modify 
cellar  Pitt.  an(j  a(ter  ^  intended  tax  on  callicoes  andcottons  as  to  make 
it  unobjectionable  ;  that,  however,  he  had  found  to  be  im- 
practicable ;  but  the  form  in  which  he  was  about  to  move  it, 
he  might  venture  to  fay,  would  prove  much  more  generally 
agreeable,  than  the  way  in  which  it  had'  been  originally 
opened  to  the  Houft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  moved  his  refolution. 
SkW.Co-       Sir  WMam  Cunyngbame  faid,  be  was   convinced  the  mode 
aynghanM.  of  laying  the  tax  was  not  agreeable  to  the  principal  cotton 
manufacturers  of  Scotland,  as  he  had  not  five  minutes  before 
been  in  cooverfatioo  upop  the  fubjeft  with  the  principal  ma* 
nufa&urer  in  cottons  in  all  Scotland,  and  that  he  bad  com- 
municated the  refolt  of  the  convedktipn  to  the  right  honou- 
rable gentleman's  fecretary. 
Mr.  Rofe.       Mt.  Roft  faid,  the  honourable  Baronet  had  addrcflcd  him 
in  a  very  familiar  way ;  and  though  be  fhould  have  had  no 
objedion  to  being  referred  to,  if  he  had  received  a  previous 
communication  of  it,  he  did  not  perfedly  uridorftaad  being 
called  upon  in  that  manner.     The  faft  was,  Mr.  Rofe  &id, 
it  had  be*n  endeavoured  to  make  the  intended  tax  on  cottons 
as  palatable  to  all  the  manufacturers  in  that  article  as  peffiblc ; 
but  truly,  the  manufacturers  of  Scotland  did  not  choofete  lie 
taxed  at  all. 
tir.sumicr     Mr.  St*»ty  fpoke  in  behalf  of  the  cotton-  ntamfa&utirraef 
Manchefter,    and  affigoed  reafoM  why  the  intended  tax 

would 
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Vould  operate  fev&ely  upon  them,  obliging  every  thariurac* 
turer  to  embark  a  great  additional  capital  in  their  bufinefsj 
to  the  considerable  inconvenience  of  all,  the  infinite  difficulty 
fc>f  fome,  and  the  certain  ruin  of  many.  It  would  befides 
Subject  them  to  ether  difagreeable  circumftances  and  hard' 
(hips ;  not  the  leaft  of  which  was,  in  their  opinion,  the  being 
-fubject  to  the  vifitation  of  excife  officers  iri  their  dye-houfes 
And  warehouses,  Mr.  Stanley  offered  to  call  witnefles  imme- 
diately to  the  bar,  and  prove  every  ode  of  his  affertions,  if 
the  Houfe  would  fuffer  him  to  fubftantiate  them  by  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  ftated  what  had  paffed  between  him  Mr.  Cha*« 
And  the  gentlemen  deputed  to  wait  upon  him  from  the  cotton  ccUQr  *lt% 
manufacturers.  He  faid,  they  had  behaved  with  a  degree  of 
openoeis  and  cattdour,  that  did  them  infinite  credit  and  infi- 
nite horiour.  That  the  (object  was  fully  difcufied,  btit  that 
it  was  Dot  attempted  to  be  maintained  that  the  manufacturer 
would  be  injured,  or  a  fingie  yard  left  put  into  the  loom  in 
conlequence  of  the  intended  tax,  That  circumftance  con- 
fide red,  and  it  being  considered  likewife  that  it  was  a  rifing 
and. improving  manufacture,  Mr.  Pitt  fold,  the  fkuatioa  o£ 
affairs,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  country  adverted  to,  it 
would  furely  be  unpardonable  were  he  to  abandon  the  tax* 

The  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Arden)  admitted  the  necefiity  The  Att** 
of  impofing  taxes  to  a  confiderable  extent.,  He,  however,  n*JGcncra* 
lamented  exceedingly,  that  it  Ihould  be  neceffary  to  burdea 
the  cotton  manufacture.  He  thought  ..the  new  tax  would 
prove  a  heavy  burden  ;  but  he  feared  it  muft  be  fubmitted  to 
He  ftated  his  connections  in  the  part  of  the  country  where 
tt»?  cotton  manufacture  was  chiefly  carried  on,  and  exprtffed 
his  earneft  wifties  tp  be  able  to  re/ciie  that  manufacture  from 
having  this  frelh  onus  put  upofl  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  took  occafioo,  from  the  Attorney  Mr.  Chtn- 
General's  ftruggte  between  his  local  <w»sr  patri*>  and  hiscsUwWv 
pamculfir  duty  to  guard  the  revenue  as  a  fervant  ef  the 
Crown,  to  build  up  a  light  fabric  of  pleafautry,  which  was 
extremely  well  reliihed.  In  the  courfe  of  what  he  laid,  ha 
endeavoured  to  laugfi  the  JLprd  Advocate  and  the  gentlemen 
of  Scotland  put  of  the  Qppoikiofl  he  was  aware  they  meant  to 
ofkr  to  jhe  *ax  on  linens. 

Tfee  refojution  paflcijL 

The  next  refolution  was  a  tax  on  printed  and  ftained  li« 
jiens,  which  accafioncd  a  long  debate,  and  a  divifion. 

Vol.  XVI.  *7  The 
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The  fpcakcrs  were  the  Lord  Advocate,  Mr,  Aqftruther, 
Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  Mr.   Hunter  Blair,    Sir  James 

Johnftone,  Mr.  Pulteney,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
4r.  Dempfter,  Mr.  Rofe,  Sir  William  Cunynghame,  and 
Mr.  D.  Pulteney. 
The  Lord  The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Anflruthcr  (aid  they  were  in- 
Advocate.  ftrufted  by  their  conftituents  to  oppofe  the  tax.' 
Sir  wilUim '  Sir  William  Jobnjione  faid,  he  had  received  inffruftions  to 
johnftonc.  oppofe  it,  not  from  his  conftituents,  but  from  the  linen  ma» 

nufa&urers  of  Carlisle. 
s?rW^u-     Sir  William  Cunynghame  clofed  the  debater,  by   faying,  the 
Dyagkame.  jjq<1^  by  adopting  the  tax,  had  given  the  manufafture  and 
traffic  in  printed  and  ftained  linens  wholly  to  Ireland, 
On  the  division,  the  numbers  were, 

Ayes,  66  ; — Noes,  14. 

The  Committee  then  took  into  their  consideration  a  reso- 
lution for  the  extenfion  of  the  propofed  tax  oa  horfes,  but 
the  ftrangers  were  excluded  die  gallery. 

Augujl$. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  poft-office  bill  yeSlerday,  Mr- 
Mr.  Aid*?.  Alderman  Newnham  begged,  that  before  this  bill  ihould  pafs, 
Newnham.  fae  Houfe  raight  confider  how  injurious  it  would  be  to  the 
,      '         trading  and  commercial  intercourfe  of  this  country,  that 
every  letter  which  contained  bills  ihould  be  charged  Separately 
for  each  inclofure ;  by  the  (lamp  aft,  thefe  bills  already  paid 
very  heavy  and  considerable  duties  to  Government ;  any  ex- 
tenfion of  which,  as  in  the  cafe  now  before  the  Houfe,  mud 
be  very  unacceptable. 
Mr.  Rofc.       Mf»  Rofe  replied,  that  no  considerable  inconvenience  would, 
in  his  opinion,  arife  in  the  circumftance  of  bills  ;  as  gentle- 
men, by  applying  at  the  Poft-office^  on  any  particular  occa- 
fion,  would  receive  every  reafonable  redrefs. 
'  ifr.  AMer.      Alderman  Newnham  faid,  that  die  Poft-dffice  was  not  the 
Kewnhdm,  pjace  to  which  any  fuch  application  Ihould  be  made ;  that 
the  clerk  there  could  only  laugh  at  his  reasoning ;  but  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make  this  representation  in  Parliament, 
confeious  that  people  in  bufinefs  would  feel  the  efiefts  of  it 
very  Severely,  efpecially  as  many  of  them  heretofore  had 
friends  belonging  to  the  Houfe,    under  whole  covers  their 
letters  paSTed  free,  but  they  would [  now  feel  all  the  load  at 

ohce. "  '   -  T 

.       -  •     •  Mr. 
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Mr^DempJier  expreifedhis  difapprobation  of  the  prefentar-  Wr.  Deap» 
rangements  in  the  Poft-office,  and  particularly  as  they  affe&ed  &*• 
that  part  of  the  country  to  which  he  belonged — a  letter  from 
Edinburgh  to  London  being  charged  fixpence,  arid  a  letter 
fronV the  fame  place,  direfted  only  twenty  miles  in  England 
being  charged  eight  pence,  or  perhaps  nine  pence,  which  was 
a  confideration  to  which  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  attend. 

No  farther  obje&ions  being  made,  the  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed* 

On  the  commitment  of  the  bill  for  the  reftoration  of  the 
forfeited  eftates,  Mr.  Popbam  faid  a  few  words  in  oppofition,  Mr.  Pop. 
which  brought  on  a  fhort  converfatioa ;   but  the  bill  was  b*m« 
committed. 

Auguji  6. 

The  Secretary  at  War  (Sir  George  Yonge)  moved  the  or-  The  Saw- 
der of  the  day  for  the  Houfe' s  refolving  itfelf  into  a  Commit-  t9rr  *tWarf 
tee  of  Supply;  and  thefeveral  eft i mates  having  been  referred 
to  the  (aid  Committee,  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  took  his  feat  at  the  table. 

The  Secretary  at  War  then  rofe  to  ftate  the  difficulties  that  Jht  s**e- 
hid  occurred,  upon  his  endeavouring  to  adopt  fome  method  Ury  at 
of  afibrdirtg  that  relief  to  the  officers  of  the  four  reduced  regi- 
ments, that  it  appeared  to  be  the  general  wifh  of  the  Houfe 
might  be  afforded.  How  to  employ  the  officers  was  the  point 
in  queftion ;  at  length  it  had  been  iefolved  to  maintain  the 
four  corps  on  the  eftabliftiment  till  Chriftmas  next,  and  that 
had  been  communicated  to  the  officers  6f  the  regiments,  and 
they  had  confented  to  accept  of  the  meafure  as  a  com  pen  fa- 
tion  for  their  lofles  by  the  intended  reduction.  Sir  George 
therefore  moved  a  refolution  accordingly. 

Lord  Beaucbamp  could  not  by  any  means  agree,  that  the  Lord  B«v«* 
meafure  propofed  was  any  compensation  to  the  inferior  offi-  champ. 
cers.    Tt  might,  he  faid,  as  it  gave  a  year's  clothing  to  the  < 
commanders,  be  a  compenfation  to  them,  but  four  months 
pay  could  not  be  confidered  as  any  recompence  to  the  fubal- 
terns,  and  thofe  who  had  bought  their  commiffions  at  ad* 
vanced  prices.     His  Lordihip  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  they 
had  feconded  the  officers  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  companies  , 

of  the  other  regiments,  and  thought  fomething  more  fatis- 
fadtory  fliould  be  done  for  the  officers  of  the  reduced  regi- 
ments. As  to  the  matter's  having  been  communicated  to  the 
officers  of  thofe  regiments,  he  could  take  upon  him  tc  aflert; 
that  the  fa£t  was  not  fo. 

V  y  z  The 
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The  Seen*  The  Secretary  at  War  rofe  to  explain.  He  went  over  fome 
ury*  War  0f  ^  ground  of  his  former  argument,  and  faid,  he  had  un- 
derftood  that  the  intended  plan  of  continuing  the  four  regi- 
ments on  the  eftabh/htaent  till  Chriftmas,  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  principal  officers  of  thole  regiments,  and  that 
they  had  fignffied  their  confent. 
CfLPkipp*.     Colonel  Phippt  flood  up  the  advocate  of  the  officers,  and 

{(leaded  their  caufe  very  ttrenuoufly.  He  faid,  he  wifhed  at 
he  end  of  a  war  we  were  to  copy  the  cuftom  of  the  Germans, 
who  always  reduced  their  leaft  ufeful  and  moft  expenfive 
Corps.  In  like  manner  he  thought  we  fliould  reduce  onr  ca- 
valry, which  from  the  almoft  completely  infular  fituation  of 
this  empire,  were  of  very  little  ufe  to  u$.  He  faidf  this  was 
exemplified  by  what  happened  during  the  laft  war  ;  fcarcely 
three  of  the  regiments  of  infantry  but  were  abroad  on  foreign 
fervice,  whereas  only  two  of  dragoons  were  fent  out  of  the 
kingdom.  He  declared,  he  meant  nothing  invidious  in  what 
jie  was  about  to  fay,  but  there  was  a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
he  meant  the  Bltjes,  that  might  well  be  (pared.  Had  one 
regiment  of  heavy  horfe  been  reduced,  the  expenoefaved 
would  have  nearly  been  equal  to  the  fcpport  of  the  four  regi* 
ments  in  queftion.  Colonel  Pbipps  fpolft  aUb  of  the  Sender 
means  military  half-pay  afforded,  fearce  fufficient  to  maintain 
a  captain  or  a  fubaltern,  who  had  been  »fed  to  live  like  a  gen- 
tleman in  plean  linen  and  decent  deaths.  He  thooght  the 
£afe  of  the  officers  of  the  four  regiments  fiogularly  hard  3 
many*  of  them  had  purchafed  their  comtniffions  at  an  extra-i 
vagant  price,  not  imagining  the  regimen  Is  were  to  bp  redu- 
red ;  and  all  of  them  were  meritorious  officers,  and  had  dif* 
tinguiflied  themfelves  extremely  in  the  fervice,  he  hoped* 
therefore,  fomething  fatisfa&ory  might  be  done  for  them, 
£•1. Fit*.  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  ftated  what  had  been  his  eondu6b  re* 
yatfick.  fpefling  the  foi^r  reduced  reginjenta  whea  in  office^  and  faid, 
hadheftiil  continued  in  his  fituation,  be  certainly  fliould 
have  propofed  to  his  Majeily's  Minifters  to  do  fomething^  6- 

!i$fa£lory  for  the  meritorious  officers  i*  queftion*  The  pre- 
ent  proportion  by  qp  means  appeared  to  him  W>  be  an  ade- 
quate compenfation.  Cplanel  fitapatrkk  fakl  a  good  deal 
upon  the  fubje#T 
mm.  "*  .Ge;ier4  fyriW  fpoke  alfo  in  favour  of  tte  officers,  and 
f  faid,  it  wa?  impoffible  tha*  a  communication  could  have  been 

nwde  to  all  their  Colonels  of  the  prefeot  motion,  much  lefs 
that  they  either  had  fignified*  or  had  received  authority  tq 
fenfty».the  ceacurrtftcf*  gf  the  .officers  m  queftion  to  the 

prppofyioq 
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proportion. ,  The  Qeneral  pleaded  in  behalf  of  the  officers 
with  great  zeal  and  ability. 

Mr.  Adam  followed  on  the  fame  fide,  and  made  fome  re-  Mr.  Adam, 
jnarks  in  favour  of  the  officers, 

Mr.  fox  declared  himfelf  for  any  mode  of  relief,  rather  Mr.  Fa** 
than  that  now  propofed.  Why  keep  up  the  corps,  and  put 
the  Public  to  fo  needlefe  an  expence?  There  was,  he  faid,  a 
confiderabk  difference  between  maintaining  the  officers  and 
keeping  up  the  corps.  They  were  diftindt  objedts.  Mr. 
Fox  faid,  he  was  for  the  reduction  of  the  army  as  low  a? 
the  fervice  would  warrant,  during  the  time  of  peace,  an4 
therefore  he  had  coijfented  to  the  redu&ion  of  the  four  re- 

Siments ;  and  he  did  npt  admire  the  idea  of  keeping  them 
,  ill  on  the  establishment.  He  thought  the  better  way  would 
be  to  vote  full  pay  for  the  officers.  The  expence  was  no 
confideration,  when  fet  againft  the  circumflance  of  affording 
comfort  and  fati$fa£fcion  to  meritorious  officers.  He  wifhed 
the  Public  rather  to  pay  the  money  expreffly  for  the  full  pay* 
and  to  know  that  they  did  fo,  than  to  pay  more  for  the 
keeping  up  of  four  ufelefs  regiments.  Mr.  Fox  objected  to 
the  idea  of  abolishing  the  Blues.  It  was  highly  neteflary, 
he  faid,  in  the  array  efpecially,  to  have  fituations  and'  pre- 
ferments peculiarly  honourable  to  beftow  on  officers  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  merit.  In  that  point  of  view  he  confidered  the 
command  of  the  Blues,  which  they  all  knew  was  held  by 
an  officer  of  high  character  and  great  abilities.  He  deU» 
canted  farther  on  this  point,  and  concluded  with  repeating 
his  difapprobation  of  themotionP 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  thought  obje&ions  came  with  Mr.  Chili- 
an ill  grace  from  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  who  cellor  Pirtg 
had.  themfelves  been  the  propofers  of  the  reduction  of  the 
four  regiments,  and  who  now  feemed  inclined  to  throw  the 
odium  of  not  having  provided  for  the  officers  of  thefe  four 
regiments  on  the  prefent  Adminiftration.  If  gentlemen  oh* 
je&ed  to  the  prefent  motion,  why  were  they  not  explicit  in 
iuggefting  fometbing  more  proper  to  be  adopted.  He  did 
not  wifli  to  dettaQ:  from  the  merit  of  the  laft  Adminiftration 
in  having  reduced  the  four  regiments  in  queftion  :  he  highly 
approved  of  that  meafure,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  of  the 
neceffity  of  ceconomy,  ?nd  be  knew  no  eftablifhment  where  . 
oeconomy  and  redu&ton  of  expence  could  fo  properly  be  in- 
troduced as  in  the  army.  The  more  reduced  the  arthy 
eftablifhment  was,  (b  long  as  it  was  not  reduced  too  low  for 
jfye  adtoal  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  the  better.    He  therefore 

thought 
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thought  the  prefent  motion  a  proper  one  ;  it  was'highly  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  officers  in  queftion  fhould  under/land  that 
the  Public  were  to  be  put  to  no  more  expence  on  their  ac- 
count after  this  year,  and  he  thought  the  proportion  more 
likely  to  prove  of  fervice  to  them  than  gentlemen  feemed  to 
imagine.  It  would  give  them  a  chance  of  felling  out ;  and 
poflibly  fome  opportunity  of  doing  fomething  farther  in 
their  own  profeflion  might  offer.  To  this  he  did  not  chufe 
•to  pledge  himfelf ;  but  it  was  more  than  poflible  that  it  might 
happen,  Mr.  Pitt  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox  in  his  obfervations 
about  the  Blues,  and  faid,  undoubtedly,  in  the  military  line 
efpecially,  •  if  it  was  neceflary  to  have  fomething  to  hold  out 
to  officers  of  fuperior.  merit,  and  who  had  diflinguifhed  them- 
selves by  long  fervice,  by  way  of  reward  and  honour.  The 
Blues  were  now  in  the  hands  of  an  officer,  of  whofe  fervices 
and  abilities  every  man  nruft  entertain  the  higheft  opinion, 
and  therefore  he  fhould  be  extremely  forry  to  fee  any  mea- 
fure  adopted,  at  all  likely  to  take  away  from  that  officer  any 
honours  or  any  emoluments  he  might  at  prefent  enjoy. 
Col*kiu"  Colonel  Pitzpatrick  rofe  again,  and  faid,  he  was  fure  had 
pa  .  the  laft  Adminiftration  continued,  the  propofition  for  the 
officers  in  queflion  to  have  received  half  pay,  would  have 
been  made  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  of  His  Majefty's  minifters. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  claimed  no  merit  for  having  contented 
to  the  reduction  of  the  army,  neither  did  he  wifh  to  fhift 
.  any  of  the  odium  of  that  meafure  from  off*  his  lhoulders. 
He  had  done  no  more  than  his  duty,  and  of  that  he  fhould 
never  be  afliamed.  The  chance  of  felling  out,  he  faid,  it 
was  as  impoffible  to  calculate  or  argue  upon,  as  it  was  to 
guefs  even  at  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  al- 
luded to  in  a  former  part  of  his  fpeech.  Confidering  the 
propofition,  however,  as  merely  a  prefent  provifion  for  the 
officers,  and  not  as  an  indemnification,  he  was  willing  to 
give  it  his  confent. 

The  refolution  then  pafled,  and  is  to  be  reported  this  day. 
The  order  of  the  day  having  been  moved  for  the  Houfe 
to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  ways  and  means, 
Mr.  H.  Mr.  H.  Thornton  rofe  to  move,  that  the  petition  that  be 

Thornton*  had  prefented  a  few  days  iince  from  the  navy  bill-holders, 
might  be  referred  to  the  Committee.    Mr.  Thornton  flated, 
that  the  objections  made  by  the  petitioners  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  fcheme  of  providing  a  five  per  cent, 
ffund,  and  letting  them  accept  it  as  a  fubftitution  for  pay- 


ment, 
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ment,  rafted  on  three  diftindt  grounds.,  He  proceeded  to 
explain  thefe  objedtions,'  and  faid,  they  confifted  of  their  dif- 
like  of  the  idea  of  certain  difcounts  to  be  made  in  the  diffe- 
rent clafles  of  bills,  of  their  complaints  of  the  hard/hip  of 
having  the  new  ftock  eftimated  to  them  at  ninety-three, 
-when  in  fadt  the  price  in  the  market  was  no  more  than 
ninety-one,  and  of  their  not  cortfiderrng  the  claufe,  provid- 
ing that  the  five  percent,  ffiould  not  he  redeemed  till  twenty- 
five  millions  of  the  three  per  cents,  were  paid  off,  as  any- 
great  advantage.  Mr.  Thornton  faid,  he  did  not  agree  to 
all  the  objedlions  that  had  been  ftated  by  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  near  him,  (Mr.  Fox)  on  a  former  day,  to  the 
propofed  plan  of  funding  fix  millions  of  the  navy  debt ;  he 
law  no  abfolute  neceffity  for  an  option  and  alternative  being 
given  to  navy  bill-holders ;  provided  the  terms  of  fubftitu- 
tion  for  payment  were  fair  and  reafonable,  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  an  option  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  be  given 
them.  \Vith  regard  to  the  difcontents  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer  had  a  few  days  fince 
afligried  as  a  reafon  that  the  navy  bill -holders  could  not  have 
expedted  to  be  paid  off  at  par,  becaufe,  confidering  the  very 
great  difcounts  that  qavy  bills  had  been  at,  and  theconfe- 
quently  great  profits  that  the  navy  bill-holders  had  made, 
they  could  not  have  been  fo  unconfcionable,  nor  the  navy 
office  fo  prodigal,  as  to  have  made  bargains  fo  highly  in  their 
favour,  and  at  the  fame  time  have  mutually  underftood  that 
they  were  to  be  paid  at  par  in  a  very  ihort  fpace  of  time. 
Ivlr.  Thornton  faid,  the  profit  made  upon  navy  bills  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  late  war  had  been  nine  per  cent,  upon 
an  avarage,  and  therefore  it  was  not  unreafonable  for  the 
prefent  bill-holders  to  expedt  to  make  as  much.  He  ftated, 
that  navy  bills  were  held  and  dealt  in  chiefly  by  mercantile 
jierfons,  and  that  con fequently  the  profits  of  navy  bills  were 
governed  rather  by  the  ordinary  hze  of  mercantile  profit, 
than  by  the  eftablifhed  rate  of  the  intereft  of  money.  He 
took  notice  of  the  hardfhip  of  making  the  navy  bill-holders 
take  the  new  ftock  at  ninety-three  inftead  of  ninety -one,  and 
faid,  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
adhere  to  fo  unjuft  a  pradtice.  He  declared,  the  making  the 
ilock  irredeemable  till  twenty-five  millions  of  three  per  ceots. 
Were  paid  off,  was  fo  little  thought  of  by  himfelf,  compared 
to  the  charging  the  navy  bill-holders  two  per  cent,  more 
than  the  market  price  for  the  five  per  cents.,  that  he  would 
jeadily  confent  to  give  up  that  advantage,  provided  the  right 

'  '  honour- 
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honourable  gentleman  would  remit  the  additional  two  per 
cent.,  and  agree  to  let  the  navy  bill -holder  take  the  dock  af 
ninety-one.  He  owned,  likewife,  that  he  thought  the  di- 
viding the  navy  bills  into  clacffes  was  perfe&ly  reasonable; 
and  faid,  he  faw  not  how  diftributive  juilifce  could  be  impar- 
tially dealt  out  without  it.  Mr.  Thornton  entered  into  a 
difcuffion  ofche  value  of  the  different  furlds,  arid  laid,  when* 
ever  the  happy  time  fhould  arrive,  that  the  expehces  of  the 
country  fhould  not  exceed  its  aftual  income,  and  that  thef 
redemption  of  the  funds  fhould  really  be  begun  upon,  he 
ihould  not  wonder  if  the  feveral  flocks  rofe  fo  much  as  tert 
or  fifteen  per  cent.  He  concluded  with  moving,  that  the 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Stopply. 
Mr.  Cfran-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  the  inftant  Mr.  Thornton  fat 
cdtofFitt.  dbwn,  and  began  with  acknowledging  the  candour  with 
which  his  honourable  friend  had  opened  the  bufinefs*  of  the 
petition.  He  then  went  into  a  reply  to  the  fpeech  made  by 
Mr.  Fox  on  Wednefday  the  28th  ult.  He  faid,  fince  the 
fubje£l  had  been  laft  under  difcuffion,  be  had  revolved  irf 
.  his  mind  all  the  arguments  that  had  been  ufed  in  debate  pro 
and  con ;  and  the  more  he  had  conlidered  them,  the  more 
fully  was  he  convinced  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  meafure 
at  all  likely  to  injure  public  credit,  or  that  in  any  degree 
bore  the  refemblance  of  a  violation  of  the  public  faith.  He 
obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  ob* 
je&ions  to  the  plan  of  payiqg  off  the  navy  debt  by  a  fubfli* 
tut  ion  of  a  five  per  cent*  fund,  extremely  different  from 
thofe  flated  that  day  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
juft  fat  down.  Tri  right  honourable  gentleman's  principal 
objection  had  been,  that  there  wa$  no  optioji  given  to  the 
navy  bill-holder,  nor  a#y  alternative;  whereas  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  now  declared,  that  he  did  not  think  aoy 
option  abfbjujel/  rjecefTary.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  there  was  an  op- 
tion on  the  prefent  occafion,  becaufe  what  was  propofed, 
was  not  a  paying  off  of  the  navv  debt,  but  a  voluntary  f»b- 
fiitution  offered  to  the  navy  bill-holders,  which  tbey  might 
accept  or  not ;  and  which,  if  they  did  not  accept,  did  not 
alter  the  claim  or  fecurity  tbey  ppfleffed  before  the  fubfjtitu- 
tion  was  offered  to  them*  He  faid,  farther,  that  he  did  not 
conceive  precedent  an  univerfal  anfwer  to  obje&ion,  becaufe 
there  might  be  bad  precedents  as  w^H  as  ffpod ;  but  be 
thought  pre<p*}ent,  in  a  cafe  where  the  pbje&ipn  was,  that 
the  xneaftire  was  inj^iou?  to  public  credit,  the  bejfc  anfwer 
th#t  .could  be  given ;  becaufe  if  it  could  be  fhewn  that  the 

fame 
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fame  practices  had  obtained,  and  that  the  public  credit  had 
throve  and, grown  under  fuch  pra&ices,  it  was  the  ftrongeft 
way  of  proving  that  the  meafure  was  not  new,  and  that  it 
was  not  likely  to  injure  public  credit,  for  the  beft  of  all  rea- 
fons,  viz.  becaul'e  a  fimilar  meafure  bad  before  been  prac- 
tifed,  without  any  the  fmalleft  injury  to  publiccredit.     He 
therefore  felt  himfelf  fortified  by  precedent,  as  exa&ly  the 
fame  conduct  had  been  obferved  upon  funding  of  the  navy 
debt  in  1763,  at  the  end  of  the  war  preceding  the  laft,  at 
the  end  of  the  war  preceding  that,  and  in  Queen  Anne's  time* 
no  option  having  been  then  given  to  the  navy  bill-holders* 
So  much  therefore  for  that  principal  objection  of  the  right  ho-  . 
nourable  gentleman,  with  regard  to  the  option  and  the  alter- 
native.    The  next  objection  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  chiefly  relied  on,  was  that  of  breaking  the  courfe 
of  payment  of  the  navy  bills,  by  fuffering  fome  of  the  lately 
iflued  bills  to  be  paid  before  thole  of  the  firft  clafs,  which  had 
been  iflued  much  longer.     To  this  objection  the  firft  argu- 
ment applied  as  applied  to  the  former,  viz.  that  the  courfe 
and  order  of  the  bills  would  be  no  more  broken  in  upon  now, 
than  they  had  been  in  1763,  or  at  any  other  period  that  he 
bad  before  ftated.     The  objections  urged  on  this  head  again  ft 
his  plan,  applied  exactly  to  that  expedient  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  Hated  by  way  of  illuftration* 
After  preffing  this  upon  theHoufe,  Mr.  Pitt  juftified  the, 
whole  of.  bis  plan  by  a  variety  of  able -arguments,  and  faid, 
if  objections  were  urged  again  ft  his  taking  ofFdifcounts  pro* 
portioned  to  the  profits  that  the  navy  bill-holders  had  made, 
what  would  have  been  the  argument  had  he  attempted  to 
pay  off  the  whole  thirteen  millions  a.t  par?    An  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Jrluiley)  would  then  have 
been  loud  in  reprobating  fuch  a  project ;  the  word  f  c  oppref- 
**  fion,"  that  was  ufed  now,  would  have  been  changed  for 
the  word  "  corruption/'  and  they  Ihould  have  heard  of  the 
prodigality  of  ad  mini  ft  ration,   ot   its  profufe  wafte  of  thet 
public  money,  of  its  attention  to  its  dependents,  of  its  job* 
bing  views  and  defigns,  with  a  great  deal  more  of  the  fame 
kind  of  cenfure.     After  pufliing  this  argument  a  good  way, 
he  faid,  he  was  fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  and  juftice 
of  the  whole  of  his  plan ;  but  if  a  cry  fhould  prevail  that  a 
blow  was  ftrnck  at  public  credit  \  if  thofe  who  were  actuated 
by  a  laudable  fceal  for  the  public  credit,  but  who  had  i|Qt 
always  felt  the  fame  zealf  chofe  to  fupport  and  encourage 
(bat  cry,  and  H  /hpqld  be  faefajhie*,  **  it  were,  to  join  in 
Vol.  XVI.  %*  it* 
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it,  to  that  there  wai  any  probability'  ttf  it*  beeo^riggtfcifcfcf, 
perhaps  all  ttie  fetfeus  confeqtierifck  might  foflbw  tfclt  «rooM 
deftrvedly  follow,  ifi  c*W  8f  iw  being  hit  intention  to  do  a 
real  injury  to  public  credit;  Gorrfidering  therefore  the  ex- 
treme delicaey  of  the  fuby*6tj  cdnfideting  the  tfanfcendeht 
importance  of  publie  ctmt;  fle  Should  think  it  wife  to  fa- 
erifice  to  (Perl's  prejudice*  and  capKces,  hdweVef  ill  founded, 
*hd  therefore  though  he  tf  a*  fully  fatisfied  in  his  OWii  mind 
that  the  principle  of  taking  bff  the  difconnt  front  the  diffe- 
rent clafles  of  bills  Was  right;  yet,  to  avoid  even  etror  and 
mifconceptiort  fltwn  producing  bad  conferences,  and  ftom 
public  credit  being  brought  lilto  diinget  by  men's  imagina- 
tions mifleadiAg  them,  and  inducing  them  to  conceive  it 
likely  to  be  injured,  if  the  Hotile  fliould  be  of  opinion  that 
the  difcouhts  had  better  be  given  up,  he  was  willing  tb  con- 
ftnt  to  the  petition's  being  referred  to  the  Committee  for  that 
purpofe.  He  begged,  however,  to  have  it  remembered,  that 
he  had  decidedly  declared  ftich  a  meafote  was  cttftttlry  td 
his  judgment,  and  contrary  to  his  conviction.  Hefaid,  his 
aim  had  been  td  bHhg  forward  filch  meafarts  of  finance  in 
the  ebut-fe  of  that  feffibb,  as  flidtild  £sirtake  equally  bf  vi- 
gour and  cecdilotiiy.  Thus  he  had  beeh  defirttte  Of  favihg 
as  thuch  ai  l>offiMe  for  the  Public,  in  prbVid'nig  tb  pay  6# 
the  debt  bf  the  navy,  by  oiflerent  difcbtmts  on  the  diHerent 
dafles  of  navy  bills*  and  by  britiglrig  forward  aU  the  debts 
the  fcoutftry  owed,  in  otder  to  ffcite  taxes,  and  that  the  Pub- 
lic fhouid  khow  whdt  the  extent  of  the  butdehs  they  ought 
to  bear  was,  and  that  thofe  burdens  flibuld  be  ihet  a*  fotin 
4s  poffible.  The  thc-ney  atfctat  tb  be  given  away  by  the 
Abandoning  the  difoounts,  would  be  about  one  hundred  thoo- 
fand  pounds;  if*  therefore;  the  Houfe  thought  it  Hght  to 
refign  it,  they  thuft  do.  fo;  fcut  he  hoped  it  was  td  bt  nhder- 
flood  that  the  reft  of  hill  plan  was  to  remain  untouched. 
Mr.  Pitt  highly  complimented  Nlr.  Thornton  on  nis  candour 
ind  gctod  fenfe.  He  hlfo  glaticed  at  the  quantity  oF  public 
debt  created  under  the  adtriinrftration  of  th£  abbte  Lord  in 
the  blueribband;- 
Mr.  Thorn-  Mr.  Thornton  ^turned  his  fihctere  thanks  to  the  right  ho- 
*>*-  ffoutiftU  j^ntlehfenj,  foY  hiding  confertteid  to  flfccjine  the  dif. 

Counts, '  atfJ'ifiW*,  that  he  rtiuft  neVerthefefe'ewdeaVour  to 
bbtarn  fortUe*  relief  for  the  pttittonets.    .    •      v: 
Mr.  fox.     ;  Mr.  Fdr'rtplted  to  thte  eh*tteellbt  bf  the^ef^aet,  de- 
fetufifrg  life  tyeeeVof -WeflneWay  IPnhiftt^ofcl  the*  Atack* 
that  hidbeen  %wfde-u^bh  I^vM-SliimWt^^^iF.  fctfs 


arguments.    After  rjeterningvMr.  fitt  bis  fir.oere  thanks  fyr 
the  &your  be  was  willing  to  grant,  he  xoa  tended,  that  there 
tras  not  any  option  or  determination  in  the  right  honouc* 
able  gentleman7*  pkn>  and  denied  chat  the  precedents  referred 
to,  jifrfcd.   He  faidf  the  preoedant  of  1 763  had  been  partially 
cited,,  hacaiafe  what  pafled  in  the.  year  1764  ought  to  have 
been  quoted  at  the  fame  time,  as  it  was  a  material  part  of 
the  pjttoedeflt.    It  was  that  ciaotfroilance,  viz.  of  the  navy 
feiikhnldeity  who  did  not  accept  the  Atisfa&ion  theq  offered, 
J>eiog  paid  off  the  whole  rof  kbeir  demand  for  bills  at  part 
Jfehat  made  the  whole  difference  between  the  treatment  the 
navy  bill-holders  received  tjiea,  and  the  intended  treat«ient 
x>f  them.  now.    At  that  tiase  they  had  a  fecur icy  in  the  ra* 
tional  expectation  of  being  ieon  paid  in  caie  they  refufed  tp 
accept  fther  fabftitution;   «oy  they  had   no  fuob  feourity 
siriukftver.'   InAead  of  a?  option,  pherefbre,  the  alternative 
it}*he  piefent  cafe  was  a  meoace.     He  enlarged  upon  this, 
and.  ftqted  it  very  ftrongiy*     I£e  next  proceeded  to  take 
Wtioeof  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  called  an  expedient  of  his  t<> 
pay  Joff.the  debt,  which,  haiaia1,  he  had  *xpreffly  declared 
auras  merely  an  jliuffsaeiea  faf  his  argument,  and  had  bpen 
inewtitoed  by  him  as  frith,  and  as  filch  alone.    That  Ulufr 
tcatiab,  r^fcid,  hehad  'jpfed  raerely  i*it}i  a » view  to  prove 
what  would  have  been  m/x  altnrnatwe,  and  not  in  order  to 
Aew  that  the  coufrfeof  the  bills  would  not  be  broken,  and. 
that  feme:  of  the  iateA  drawp  might  not  poffibly  be  paid  of 
<with  the  ftbAjtotion  before  ntjaers  of  an  earlier  date.     He 
oqptendad,  ibat  afioocdingfto  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  the  bill-holdert 
acould  lofe  apart  of  {heir  inteeeft  as  well  as  their  principal; 
arguing  tr^at  the  interest  was  not  like  that  of  .the  ftock»» 
hoider's  annuity, .  pajd  half-yearly,   jbut  in  the  aggregate, 
wJpn  die  bills  tnentfelves  were  paid  off.    He  wondered  muck 
at  .tbs  right  honourable  gentleman's  declaration,  that  he  did 
not  give  up  (he  difcounts  from  motives  of  r*afon  and  juftice, 
lint  to  clamour  and  oppofition.     •  He  faid,   the  plain  fa& 
waf>  «that  the  oppofition  were  in  the  right,  .and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  the  wrong,  or  the  public  voice  would  not 
have  been,  with  them.     He  hinted  that  oppofition  was  nei- 
ther very  popular,  noi  very  formidable,  and  yet  it  was  de* 
jaonftrable  the  majority  of  the  People  were  with  them  on 
this  fubjeft.     He  went  owr  the  queftion  of  whioh  fund  was 
the  heft  to  pay  off  at  firft,  which  $&*•  P*t  had  ftarted,  and 
Auck  to  his  old  argument,  that  one  of  the  two  extremes,  a 
thnee'per  cent,  or  a*  five  was  .the  rj)oft  preferably  declaring 
Z  z  2  figures 
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figures  was  the  only  thing  that  would  not  admit  of*  medium. 
He  charged  Mr.  Pitt  with  having  taken  advantage  of  the 
candour  of  Mr.  Thornton,  who,  he  obferved,  bad  opened 
the  petition  liberally  and  hmdfomely,  as  became  a  member  of 
Parliament,  and  not  upon  narrow  and  confined  grounds,  as 
if  he  bad  been  the  mere  advocate  for  the  bill-holders.    He 
laid,  be  applauded  Mr.  Pitt's  not  confenting  to  take  die  five 
per  cent,  according  to  the  prefeot  market  price,  btfcanfe  that 
price  might  he  artificial,  and  might  be  ascribed  to  a  variety 
pf  interefted  caufes ;  but,  he  faid,  he  took  it  at  ninety^ooe, 
becaufe  the  price  of  the  four  per  cents,  proved  it  to-be  no  more, 
thus  taking  them  at  feventy-two,  the  price  of  an  annuity  of 
twenty  fhillings  was  eighteen  pounds  five  Shillings*  and  that 
quintupled,  amounted  to  ninety«one  pounds  fivefiullitig&.  He 
added  an  abundance  of  reafoning  to  prove  that  the  petition  was 
fuchas  ought  to  be  complied  with,  and  that  the  bill-holders 
would  ftand  in  a  worfe  ftate  after  they  bad  refuted  to  accept 
the  fubftitution,  than  they  flood  in  before.    He.  ipake  of 
public  credit  in  terms  of  great  delicacy,  and  infilled  upon  iu 
that  the  public  creditor  ought  to  be  treated  with  refpw  and 
regard.     He  faid,  the  mioifter  had  nothing  to:  do  with  tbe 
navy  bill-holders  profits.    He  concluded  a  long  fpeech  with 
aflerting,  that  the  project  of  the  right  honourably  gentleman 
-would  be  a  blow  diredly  aimed:  at  public  credit, 
IdfMihon,'    Lord  Makoh  rofe  and  faid.  that  it  had  been -hit  .misfor- 
tune, or  rather  it  had  been  his  good  fortune,  to  have  widely 
differed  of  late  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
rfpoke  laft.    But  there  were  Tome  proportions  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  on  that  day  advanced,  to  which 
he  could  not  refufehis  moft  cordial  aflent.    He  quite  agreed 
in  opinion  with  the  right  honourable,  gentleman  (Mr^Fox) 
that  the  perfons  compofing  the  prefent  opposition,  were  unpo* 
pular.     He  was  happy  that  the  right  honourable,  gentleman 
had  at  laft  completely  acknowledged  that  fa&j  the  troth  of 
which  he  could  not  now  call  in  queftion,.  but  which  he  had 
fo  long  thought  proper  to  deny.    The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman at  laft  candidly  owns,,  that  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband,    and  he  (Mr.  |ox)   himfelf,   are  unpopular, 
•  odious,  and  detefted.     He  has  fpoken  fairly  in  making  this 
confeffion ;   and  he  might,   with  equal  truth,   have  added, 
that  their  public  condu&  is  not  more  detefted,. than  it  has 
been  deteftable.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  alfe 
faid,  "  That  it  was  the  firft  of  all  principles^  in  tbi*  free 
«'  country,  that  men  ought  to  have  the  valuation  aqd  fole 

"  -manage- 
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**  management  of  their  own  property/*  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ill  that  trujj  an#  va- 
aueftion&ble  proportion.  But  the  right  honourabk  gentfe*  • 
man  had  totally  forgotten  that  principle,  and  hart  cfcariy 
a&ed  in  direct  oppofttion  to  his  own  ideas  of  this  free  con* 
ftttution,  when  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  brought  fonjlftrd  his  fjcandalou* 
and  unoonftitutional  Eaft  India  Bill.  He  aid  not  then  Jeave 
the  Eaft-India  Company  the  privilege  of  valuing  their  own 
property.  That  execrable  Eaft-India  bill,  that  infamous 
attack  iip&ri  the  conftitution,  would  have  wrefted  from  the 
Company  the  whole  management  of  their  own  affairs. .  The 
right- honourable  gentleman  had,  therefore,  aded  in  that  iu- 
-ftance,  contrary  to  his  own  confcience  and  to  bis  own  con* 
virion,  as  Well  as  contrary  to  one  of  the  firft  and  funda* 
mental  principles  of  juftice  in  a  free  country.  He  bad  done 
this,  not  for  the 'fake  of  the  liberties  of  India,  but  in  order 
to  enflave  England.  He  had  done  this,  not  for  the  fake  of 
public  credit,  to  which  he  pretends  himfelf  a  friend,  but  in 
order  to  feiee  the  power,  the  patronage,  and  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  Indies  for  himfelfc  The  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  has,  however,  on  this  day,  donefuch  complete  ho- 
mage to  the  principles  of  thofe  who  oppofed  his  infamoba 
EaS-India  bill)  that  it  looks  altnoft  as  if  the  honourable 
.  gentleman  was  feeking  for  a  coalition  with  the.  prefcnt  Ad* 
miniftrafeion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  faid, 
that  no  discount  ought  to  be  taken  from  any  of  the  navy 
bills*,  prbpofed  to  be  funded  this  year.  Docs  the  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  mean  to  contend,  that  a  bill  fhould  b* 
paid  off  in  I  two.  years,  or  at  a  later  period  ? ,  If  he  means, 
that  .thrtte  years  or  mora,  after  the  date  6f  a  bill,  be  timer 
enough  to  difchakgfe  fuch  bill,  then  he  has  no  right  to  con* 
tend,  that  a  bill  of  1782  fhould  be  paid  of  this  year;  and, 
if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofes  to  fund  fuch 
bills  this-  yeaf,  that  is,  to  fond  them  before  their  regular 
time  of  payment,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  {Mr.  Fox) 
cannot,  in  fair  argument  aflerf,  that  the  Minifter,  by  offer- 
ing to  fund  fuch  bilk  now  at  a  difcount,  does  any  injuftice 
to  the  holders  of  foch  MUs ;  firfl,  becaufe  there  is  no  com- 
pulfion  to  accept  of  that  offer;  and,  fecpndly,  becaufe  if  fuch 
bills  .be  new  founded,  they  vtill  bear  upwards  of  five  per 
cent,  intereft ;  whereas,  if  they  continue  unfunded,  they 
will  bear  only  four  per  cent,  intereft  until  they  be  paid  off. 
If  the.  right  honourable  gentleman  means,  on  the  contrary, 

to 


ifrftmtexii  (m  the  refpeftabje  member,  Mr.  Tbomfcpn,  whe 
fpokebefoarbini,  ha*  fairly  contended)  that  when  a  bill  bat 
ma  two  years,  it  ought  to  be  paid  off;  then,  what  right  has 
fbc  fight  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who  wa*  fo 
confiderable  a  member  of  the  laft  adminiftration,  to  confide? 
fciq>fct(as  a  friend  to  paMjc  credit  ?  For,  if  it  be  a  breach  of 
public  credit  to  permit  navy  bills  to  ran  above  two  year* 
then,  the  hdt  adminiftration  has  botn  guilty  of  fcbat  breach 
of  public  credit,  by  having  ncgli&ed  Jaft  year  to  par  of  the 
fciHs  of  1781 ;  and  Lord  John  Gavendifli  and  Mr.  Immc  now 
ibmd  before  the  country  as  pnbitc  culprits,  for  having  ehes 
difregarded  the  national  faith.  JJid  die  n*Me  Lend  mi  the 
Use  ribband,  when  he  contended  this  navy  debt;  : fay  it 
dosm  as  a  fundamental  principle  that  tbofe  nary  bills  were 
totepaid  off  in  tiro  years  ^  If  he  did,  the  isoble  I/ni  has 
in  tfcfe,  as  in  £0  many  other  refpe&s^  fttwed-?the  grnfieft 
ignorance,  and  tbfe'greaieft  indention 'to  the  mtenefts  of 
the  Public  ;  fcr,  fo  great  wasnthe  dfcoun*  on  thofe  bitts  at 
the  time  of  their  date,  that  thf  sntefcaft  nowjnade  by  the 
holders  of  > thd  bills  is  .cnonqous .  .Thie  ciacnmflance  cumt 
pfaeiy  jaftrfiea  what  <was  .coiucained  In  His  Magefty'a  fpeech 
when  Lord  Sbtttmme  was  Minifter  c  namely,  tftaMhisssnode 
ef  borrowing  money  is  a  moft  rufaou*  (expedient?  This  is 
eineoftheinabnieraMe  oWiga  tides'  which  tthi#  natknhas  to 
LordNottfc. 

.  The  debateofitbif  day  Teb*i«t  totthe  funding  of ebb  navy 
debt,  is  Owing  to<  that' .noble  ^Lorri.  The  .debates  do  this 
Houfe  relaeite  to^ihe  new  taoebs^and  alithe  dtficfdtips>«aT 
der  which  th(^cd«ntry  now  1  aboard  are  ouringtfteghtf  noble 
Lord;  To  him  this  country  &  indebted;  for.  the  afccotfcd 
American* wan;  To  him  thw  country  is  indebted;  for  the 
warwith^Fxanoe,  Spam,  and  Holland;  and  the  iofejof  ^Fbh> 
teen  Colonies,'  jtfothing  was  wanting  ito  >mafce  tbe  obbga* 
ttonre  «rf  th  ^nation  *o  that  ndble  Lord  perieA  and  complete, 
except  the  n1an»er  in -which  he  hat  jnifmaaagrd  and  ndoed 
the  financesuof  this  CpHmry.  The  prefeitf:  .fitnatjoq  ttf  this 
kingdom,  and  the  tntilandhojfy,  yet  daftjr  ixifinefs  ,of  .ehis 
Howie  in  laying  frefc  burden*  on  theiftibtic,  does  orifcfoJlv 
joftify  the  peace.  A  noble  friend  of  mine  k  annthrt  Houie 
(faye  Lord  Matron)  and  my  right  >ht»ourable  friend  in  ehis. 
have,  by  chat  peace,  procur^aWeffingto  the  nation,  and 
aefcoe&this  ooantry  from  deftruftion.  They  have  been  m> 
**)eo\  .they  hav*  keen  febtffed  and'  libelled,  and  a  moft  {un- 
principled eoalitioaho*  been4b«mei}  to  'fern  the  government 
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•f  the  country,  arid  to  bpfofe  that  pea*© ;  trtlfch  ffeftog  «y[ 
to  j*ut  an  end  to  the  moft  ruinous,  difgracefM,  and  tompK* 
cated  war,  this  country  wis  ev6r  engaged  in.  A  waif  which* 
had  it  continued,  would  have  borne  down  this  nation  hy  rtl 
txpence,  and  might  have  ruined  public  credit  in  every  re* 
ipe&  whateveh  Sdfch  are  the  proofs  given  by  the  difgracefui 
coalition  of  their  fact ed  regard  for  ptiblie  cfedit9  and  of  their 
patriotic  attachment  t6  the  ftate.  The  beft  proof,  that  the 
ceiidu£t  of  the  laft  mrniftry  did  tend  to  fink  public  credit, 
and  that  the  proportion  of  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Ex>* 
chequer  relative  to  the  navy  bilk,  hai,  on  the  contrary, 
tertded  to  raife  It,  is  this :  three  months  ago  the  difcount  o» 
the  navy  bills  vttt  confidently  greater  than  it  is  now. 

This  right  htmouhtMe  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  has  boafied 
that  Lord  John  Carfefhdtfh  found  intereft  for  twelve  millions 
fell  jreat.  But  die  jfrefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hat 
done  confi durably  more.  He  has  found  intereft  for  twelve 
millions  at  five  per  cerit,  and  for  feven  millions  at  four  per 
ierit.  The  intereft  of  feven  millions  at  four  per  cent,  is 
280,066}.  per  annum;  therefore,  if  Lord  John  Caveadilh 
had  provided  laft  year  that  annual  fum  of  280,000!.  that 
noble  Lord  might  have  funded  between  five  and  fix  million's 
of  navy  bills  laft  year,  and  have  eftablifhed,  at  the  lame 
trmti,  a  five  per  cent,  fond,  as  is  wifely  propofed  to  be  done 
this  year. 

Lord  Mahon  then  anfwered  the  argument  ufed  by  Mr. 
Fofc,  viz.  that  public  credit  would  be  affefted  by  the  impa- 
ctions now  brought  forwards  relative  to  the  navy  bills* 
Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  if  in  the  year  1711,  and  at  various 
other' periods,  propofitidns  fimilar  in  principle  (though  not 
6*a£tly  fimilar  in  form)  had  been  made,  relative  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  navy  debt,  and  if  it  were  notorious  that  public 
Credit  had  rifen  and  flourished  at  thofe  periods,  it  was  afn 
evident  proof  that  public  credit  was  not  affixSted  by  thofe 
operations  of  finance.  Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  this  argument 
ifras  conclufive  upon  the  fubjeft ;  and,  in  order  to  prove  the 
£remifes  from  whence  he  had  drawn  this  conclufion,  he  read 
to  the  Houfe  extra&s  from  the  26th  and  29th  fee.  of  the 
9th  of  Queen'  Anne,  chap.  21. 

About  five  millions  of  navy  debt  was  allowed  to  be  fub- 
jfefibed  into  the  South-Sea  ftock,  bearing  fix  per  cent,  ih* 
tereft.  And  it  appears  from  the  faid  a£t,  authorizing  the 
fuhftfrifcrion,  that  it  was  then  conceived  that  the  ftbek  frito 
VphicH  tlje  navy  debtw*s  to.be  folded  at  par,  wcntfdfail 
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vndtet  par  ;.  for  in  the  28th  fee.  of  due  a£t  of  Parliament,, 
the  public  accountants  who  had,  at  that  tjmt,  navy  bill*  in 
their  hands,  were  indemnified  as  public  accountants,  agpinft 
iny  lofs  that  might  afterwards  trife  from  the  ftock  being 
under  par ;  which  evidently  proved,  that  there  mi^ht  be  a 
lofs  to  the  other  holders  of  navy  bills,  inafmuch  as  the  public 
accountants  (who,  as  truftees,  held  the  money  of  the  Fublic, 
and  not  their  own)  were  the  only  navy  holders  who  were, 
by  that  a£t,  indemnified  again!!  the  lofs  that  might  arife 
from  the  terms  of  the  bargain. 

Lord  Mahon  then  arraigned  Mr.  Fox  for  the  great  want 
of  knowledge  he  had  that  day  ftiewn  upon  the  fubjeft.  He 
faid,  the  right  hononrable  {gentleman's  fpeech  was  an  heap 
pt  contradictions ;  that  he  had  betrayed  a  degree  of  ignorance 
that  proved  him  to  be  perfectly  unfit  toipeak  about  finance* 
That  he  (Lord  Mahon)  would  give  a  lefibn  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman*  who  deferred  to  be  fent  to  fchool  to 
learn  the  firft  rudiments  of  calculation. 

Lord  Mahon  faid,  that  a  dull  man  would  have,  been  fiknt 
upon  the  fubjeel,  and  that  an  ignorant  man  would  have 
hearkened  to  iniiru&ion.  But  that  the  ability  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  other  fubje&s  bad  made  him  pre- 
fumptuous  in  this ;  and  that  his  mind  had  fo  little  informa- 
tion, and  had  imbibed  fo  many  prepofleffions^  that  he  pro* 
bably  never  would  be  undeceived. 

Lord  Mahon  then  faid,  that  it  had  given  him  very  mat 
fatisfadlion  to  hear  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr •Pitt) 
declare  that  day,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  eftablifli  a  fund 
next  year,  to  begin  to  redeem  the  public  debt;  and  that 
it  had  given  him  not  lefs  (atisia&ion  to  hear  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  alfo  declare,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
begin  to  pay  off  the  four  per  cents,  firfi.  It  was  an  infer* 
mation  that  became. his  right  honourable  friend  to  give  thft 
country  at  this  moment ;  and  which  it  was  highly  important 
that  the  Public  ihould  receive.  He  faid,  it  was  evident,  that 
this  operation  would  tend  immediately  to  raife  the  fpur  per 
cents,  in  a  greater  proportion  than  it  would  raife  the  three 
per  cents.  Cohfequentiy,  thofe  who  were  to  buy  into  the 
four  per  cents,  would  be  confiderable  gainers.  The  con* 
leouence  of  the  railing  of  the  four  per  cents,  will  be  a  rife 
alio  in  the  new  five  per  c^nt.  flock ;  becaufe  the  raffing  of 
the  four  per  cents,  will  give  credit  to  an  high  percent,  ftock: 
therefore,  ((ays  Lord  Mahon)  it  will  be  greatly  for  the  ad- 
vantage  of  the  holders  of  navy  bills  to  fubferibe ;  and  ^hat- 
ever 
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.evor  «aey  be  the  pnefoat  opinion  of  the  PuhJic,  QnWiform&t 

a*  they  «ow  w,  relative  to  tbefe  arcuqaftaflcps,  it  i*  evident, 

.from  the  knowledge  of  tfceft  things*  thai:  the  one  hundred 

-pound*  Jiavy  >•  Mi  taken  too  high  when  the Mioifter  calcu- 

•  late*  it  at  ninety-tbw  ;  and  the  railing  of  the  four  per  cent*. 

will  not  merely  mate  the  new  five  pec  cents,  equal  to  ninety- 

thnee,  but  will  m?fce,tbif  a*w  ftock  worth  confiderably  more* 

Lord  Mahon  ftated  to  the  Houfc,  bow  great  aa  advantage 
it  would  hereafter  be  to  the  holder*  of  the  new  five  per  cents. 
to  b%t&  them*  aa  it  wa#  propofed,  irredeemable  until 
t&iQocHQQQ  jetttar  of  the  prefect  three  per  cents,  or  of  tbe 
pnefeot  four  yer  cents,  were  paid  off,  as  iwell  as  iircdeemahfc 
an  point  of  imereft, .  Lend  .Mahon  then  gave  various  flroqg 
iwafana  io  the  Harfc*  to  prove  the. wiidom  of  the  resolution 
:  taken  by  the  Mioifter  to  begin  to  pay  off  the  four  per  ccnti- 
-  before  any,  either  of  tbe  three  per  cents,  or  of  the  five  per 
cento,  were  4tfchargedt;  .and  his  Lordihip  clearly .  proved* 
bow  much  tfcia  intended  operation  would  tend  no  ihontcn  the 
time  io  which  the  redemption  would  be  made.  Lord  Mahon 
waa  extnettfely  pleafant  opoa  Mr.  Fox*  on  account  of  his 
ikill  in  borrowing  mooey,  and  his  want  of  fldll  to  pay  it  offl 
He  faad*  that  tbe  Public,  as  welt  as  an  individual,  muft  finally 
become  bankrupt  by  coeftantiy  coatraAing  new  debts,  with* 
out  difehafgiog  the  old*  Lord  Mahon  paid  Mr.  Put  the 
. highfft  ownplijneflts  .0*  t£c  ipeeeh  he  had  juft  made:  hefaid, 
it  was  the  wafcft,  theaUcft,  aod  the  moft  argumentative 
fpeech  he  bad  e vef  hoard  withta  thofe  walla,  iven  from  his 
right  honourable  friend  himfelf* 

Lord  North  faid,  his  right  honourable  friend  had  gone  ioto  Xora  North. 
the  queftion  fo  fully ,  that  he  had  left  him  fiercely  any  oppor- 
turrity  of  fpeaktag  to  it  ;  nor  fhould  he  have  nfea  to  fay  a 
word  to  it,  had  not  that  noUe  Lord,  who  had  juft  Gtt  down, 
thrown  out  foooeihiog  that  called  for  an  obfervation  or  two. 
His  Lordihip  then  (aid,  the  noble  Lord  had  talked  of  the 
quantity  of  debt  he  had  occafiooed  the  Country,  a  fubjefi  he 
had  always  profeifed  a  readinefs  to  meet  the  noble  Lord,  or 
•any  other  perfoo,  upon*  whenever  it  could  properly  be 
•brought  under  difcoffion:  His  Lordihip  took  notice  of  Lord 
Mahon's  declaration,  that  Mr.  Fox  was  wholly  ignorant  ef 
the  fobjeft,  and  obferved,  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  theaobte 
Lord  thought  himiclf  the  only  man  in  the  Houfe  who  nader- 
Aood  every  thing*  His  honourable  friend,  he  faid,  he  hoped 
was  too  much  of  a  pbilofopber  to  be  very  deeply  a&fted  at 
the  Severity  of  the  noble  Lord,  more  especially  af  the  noUe 
Vol.XVL  Aaa  Lord 
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•  Lord  was  fo  impartial  at  to  fpart  neither  friends-  lior  ene- 
mies, the  Houfe  having  the  other  day  feen  him  attack  an  of- 
:  ficial  gentleman  that  now  fat  near  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, on  whom  the  noble  Lord  had  pretty  plentifully  be- 
.flowed  his  charges  of  ignorance*     Lord  North  refcued  the 
4afl  Treafury  from  the  reprehenfion  of  Lord  Mahon*  for  not 
having  paid  off  the  navy  debt  laft  year,  dating  the  late  time 
:of  the  feffioo  in  which  they  had  come  in,  and  that  they  had 
.rat fed  a  loan  of  12,000,000  in  three  Weeks,     Hit  Lordfhip 
.faid,  he  Was  glad,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  given 
mp  die  difcoonts,  but  he  wifhed  hitn  to  take  a  better  ground 
to  reft  his  opinion  upon,  than  fafhion  and  claroou**    -His 
Lordfhip  faid,  with  regard  to  fafhi4nf  ♦  he  hoped  h  wonjd 
♦ever  be  the  falhion  to  do  ample  'Had'  unabated  jtfftice  to  the 
.public  creditor.    That  was  the  old  mode  of  maintaining  the 
national  faith,  and  he  flattered  hirofelf,*  fo  many  good  confe- 
rences had  been  derived  front  it,  ;fo  much  ufe  amMb  much 
.advantage,  that  it  was  a  mode  that  would  not -merely  be  fol- 
dowed  on  the  prefent  occafion,  but;  that  it  was  a  mode  that 
would  never  be  fuffered  to  go  out  .of-  fafhaon.     With  Kgard 
to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid' of  clamour, 
*he  plain  meaning  of  .the*  tight  Jionour able 'gentleman,  was, 
-that  he  had  determined  to  lhew  his  gratitude.    He'waa-con- 
:&ioas  of  having  been  more  obliged  to  clamour,  than  any 
?  Minifter  that  had  ever  exifted,  and,  therefore,  he  was  willing, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  humour  it.    Gcatitude,.his  Lord- 
Jhip  declared,  was  the  nobleft  paffidni  of  the  human  sniod ;  it 
was  honourable  to  facrifice  to  it.    Gratitude,  no  doubty  had 
occafionedthe  right  honourable  gentleman's  givingup  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  debt  the  Eaft-India  Company  owed  for  dutifs 
/of  cuftoras  and  excife.    The  right  honourable  gentleman's 
(two  beft  friends,  had  been  the  Eaft-India  Company  and  po- 
pular clamour  'r  and  if  it  was.the  turn  of  the  former  to  be 
iacrificed  to,  a  day  or  two  fince,  it  was  the  turn  of  clamour 
.that  day ;  aud  who  could  fay,  after  what  had  been  faid  by  the 
.    -right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  that  he  had  not  been 
extremely  grateful,  by  giving  up  his  clear,:  dtftinfk,  and  de- 
cided opinion,  aa  opinion  >  founded  upon   mature  confide- 
ration,  and  upon  •  principles  merely  in  compliment  to  cla- 
mour. 
Wt Kofe.        Mr.  fo>/iffaid,'  that  the  late  Adminiftration  had  been  in 
"  itime  enough  to  have  propofed  the  funding  of  the  navy  debt. 

They  came  in  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  they  knew  rot  two 
juonths  before,  that  they  would  come  in,  the  Adminiftration 
*-.  -  "  .   -      •  ':      winS 
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teing  oat  of  office  in  effeft  and  doing  no  bufinefs  all  that *> 
time.     They  might,  therefore,  have  done  all  that  was  necef-1 
iiry  as  weH  as  the  prefent  Adminiftration.     Mr.  Rofe  took* 
occafion  to  fay,  that  as  it  had  been  obferved,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  taxes  of  this  year  would  prove  un- 
productive, he  was  perfuaded,  if  they  turned  out  as  unpro- 
ductive as  the  noble  Lord's  at  the  bead  of  the  Exchequer 
laft  year,  the.  country  would  be  in  a.miferable  condition  in- 
deed. 

Mr,  Sheridan  defended  the  laft  Adminiftration,  and  ftated,  Mr.  SherU 
that  if  there  was  afty  blame  due,  it  was  to  their  predeceflbrs,  dan# 
for  not  having  left  the  trace  of  a  tax,  or  the  outlines  of  a 
budget  behind  them,  when  they  quitted  place.     As  to  their . 
not  having  done  any  bufinefs  for  two  months,  before  their 
fucceflbrs  kiffed  hatfds,  the  faft  was  otherwife.    They  bad 
done  their  own  bufinefs  all  that  time,  granting  penfions  and 
j-everiions,  and  titles  to  each  other.     Mr.  Sheridan  took  no- 
tice of  what  Lord  Mahon  had  faid  of  Lord  John  Cavendifh's 
{landing  a  culprit  before  the  Houfe*  and  denied  that  the  affer- 
tion  was  founded.     Mr.  Sheridan  alfo  faid,  Mr,  Rofe's  re- 
mark about  the  unprodu&ivenefs  of  the  taxes  laft  year  was 
uocapdid  in  the  extreme.    -Since  what  had  happened  to  the 
receipt  tax  might  have  happened  to  any.     Now  the  bill  to 
1   enforce  it  had  paiTed,  he  had  na doubt  of  its  becoming  ex-' 
tremely  productive. 

Lord  Mahon  complained  of  mifreprefentation,  and  ftated  Ld.Mahw. 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  delivered  himfclf  relative  to 
Lord  John's  {landing  a  culprit  befofe  the  Houfe.     His  Lord* 
ftiip  alfo  explained  a  circumftance  Lord  North  had  fpoken  ; 

to,  which*  he  faid,  clearly  fhewed  that  the  noble  Lord  was 
as  ignorant  of  the  Aibjeft  of  that  day  as  his  right  honourable 
friend  who  fat  near  him. 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  declared  his  fatisfa&ion  that  the  right  Mr.  S. 
honourable  gentleman  had  confentcd  to  take  off  the  difcount ;  Thornc<W1' 
he  hoped  that  circumftance  would  give  univerfal  pleafure. 
.  Mr.  Hammet  faid,  he  rejoiced  that  the  idea  of  a  compo-  Mr.  Ham- 
fition  of  the  public  debt  was  abandoned  :  he  would  trouble-?"566, 
the  Houfe  but  with  a  few  words  to  fatisfy  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  and  the  Houfe,  that  they  were  only  juft  in 
fo  doing.     He  then  produced  a  lift  of  the  navy  bill*  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  one  gentleman,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
forty -eight  thoufand  pounds,  every  one  of  which*  he  faid, 
remained  the  property  of  the  original  poflcflbrs.     He  ftated 
tfie  hardships  of  the  owners  oi  flapping  employed*  for  the 
A  a  a  x  -    "  '  ■  Go* 
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Government  fervice.  He  faid,  that  great  nfemtkrs-of  ftnps 
}*ad  been  chartered  by  the  Coawmfficnwrs  d£  die  aany  many 
years  fiace ;  that  hy  the  charter  they  retained  them*  in  the 
tervicc  as  long  it  they  thought  proper,  and  whenever  they 
could  procure  feip*  at  a  cheaper  rate,  they  bad  aMraye  dis- 
charged other*.  That  tbe  owners  of  facb  (hipping  never 
could  take  advantage  of  the  rife  of  difcouisty  tret  depended 
upon  .the  honour  andufageof  the  Board  for  an  iacreafe  of 
pay.  He  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  any  gentleman 
could  be  found-  who  would  get  rip  in.  his  place  and  fey,  that 
tbefc  gentlemen  ought  not  to  be  paid  tbeir  money  after1 
waiting  two  years,  and  that  without  tbe  froaileft  abatement. 
Jfefaid,  he  had  attended  at  one  of  the  meetings  at  the  Lou* 
don  tavern,  that  he  there  declared,  a*  he  had  done  in  his 
place,  that  he  was  perfectly  difintereftcd,  that  he  held  no 
pavy  billsy  and  that  his  conduct  proceeded  frow  a  ftitfe  of 
public  duty,  and  a  ftrift  regard  to  public  Credit  and  the 
righra  of  individuals.  He  auuied  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, that  one  reafon  #morig  others  for  hta  being  con- 
cerned about  this  raeafure  was,  becanfe  he  few  it  waa  de- 
ft roying  his  popularity,  and  therefore  he  wtfhed  the  idea  of 
any  difcount  to  have  been  given  up  earlier,  and  to  have 
defended  that  debate.  He  was  glad,  however,  to  find  that 
he  had  given,  up  the  point,  becaufe  he  muft  fee  that  his 
belt  friends  were  thofe  who  moft  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  k,  and 
wbfc  moil  certainly  would  not  have  done  fe,  had  they  not 
jxea  convinced  of  the  real  impropriety  and  injuftice  of  the 
mea&re  as  it  had  been  firft  opened  to  the  Houfe. 
Mr  Haflcy*  Mr.  Hvjfiy  faid,  he  bad  been  fo  particularly  alluded  to 
by  the  fi^ht  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  mull  fay  a  few 
words.  Mr.  Huflfey  then  denied,  that  if  the  whole  of  the 
pavy  debt  had  been  paid  off  at  par,  he  fhouW  hare  charged 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  whh  corruption.  With 
regard  to  paying  off  the  whole  of  the  debt,  he  had  hWnfelf 
formerly  luggeted  the  idpa  of  paying  it  alt  off:  it  might, 
he  faid,  be  eafilv  done  by  inftallments.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  talked  of  corruption.  There  was  a  mat- 
ter, tbae  was  liable  to-  focno  fiifpicton,  that  had1  not  been 
mentioned,  and  that  was  the  allowing  a  difcoum  of  four  per 
Cent.,  after  fifteen  months,  on  ordnance  debentures.  He 
begged  to  know  who  defircd  that  allowance,  and  how  came 
i?  to  be  granted?  Ordnance  debentures  never  Had  borne  an 
interest,  nor  did  he  understand  it  was  looked  for.  Beftif- 
pefted,  therefore,  that  there  was  feme  job  in-  the  bufiatfe* 

He 
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He  was  fore  it  fmelt  ftrtmgly  of  corruption  Mr.  Hoffc^ 
though*  at  any  rate  it  waft  very  unaeccffiMrily  giving  away 
the  pablic  money,  and  without  any  reafon  whatever. 

Mr*  Roft  laid,  the  intereft  on  ordnance  debentures  had  Mr.  Rofe. 
not  been  wantonly  allowed,  nor  till  after  a  very  ft  rang  cafe 
bad  been,  made  out  by  the  debenture-holders,  who  had  cor*»< 
viaeed  his  right  honourable  friend  that  their  {iteration  way 
Angularly  bard,  that  many  of  the  debentures  were  for  old 
coQtrafts,  and  that  unlefs  fome  intereft  was  allowed  them, 
they  would  be  extremely  ill  ufed  indeed.  With  regard  to 
the  in&nuation  of  corruption,  the  only  way  of  properly  an- 
fwering  it  was  by  a  fiat  denial.  There  was  no  corruption*  id 
the  cafe,  none  whatever,  nor  any  thing  like  a  job  in  it. 

Mr.  Huffiy  rofe  again  and  faid,  be  had  not  charged  it  Mr.Hu&y. 
upon  either  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  or  his  honour- 
able friend  who  had  juft  fat  down.  Bat  he  had  faid,  there 
was  fomething  that  fmelt  of  corruption  in  the  bufinefi,  and 
(bmethiog  like  a  job.  He  had  inquired  into  the  matter  that 
morning,  and  there  were  circumftancet  attending  the  ord- 
nance debentures  extremely  fufpiciotw.  Why  were  they 
fought  after  with  fo  much  eagerneis,  and  all  bought  up  ar 
faft  as  they  could  be  had  ?  He  repeated  it,  he  believed  it  was 
nothing  but  a  job,  though  he  could  not  bring  it  home  to 
the  particular  perfons  who  might  have  done  it.  Mr.  Huffey 
faid  farther,  he  had  often  feen  things  which  he  thought  it 
right  to  take  no  notice  of,  and  prudent  to  pats  over ;  but 
there  was  fomething  fo  glaring  in  the  affair  of  the  ordnance 
debentures,  that  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  mention, 
them. 

Mr.  Conrtenay  apologized  for  obtruding  bimfelf  dn  the  at-  M>.  Con- 
tention of  the  Houfe  at  that  late  hour,  which  he  walonty  in-  l*HX» 
duced  to  do  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Rofe)  m  anfwer  to  what  was  advanced  by  another 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hufiey)  whofe  candour,  integrity; 
and  knowledge,  on  every  point  of  finance,  were  unqueftionableL 
He  faid,  that  intereft  was  allowed  the  holders  of  ordnance  de- 
bentures by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  which  they 
were  not  juftly  entitled,  as  the  Public  was  charged  with  a 
fottr  per  cent,  at  Ieaft,  by  the  anginal  terms  of  their  contradrs 
with  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  Tnis  Mr.  Courtenay  confirmed 
by  his  own  experience,  as  in  their  propofals  for  furnishing 
the  fame  articles  to  the  nayr  and  ordnance  (particularly 
rope,  &c.)  they  always  demariaed  an  additional  price  in  lieu 
of  the  intereft  allowed  ortnavy  biHs.    In  the  Admhriftratjon 

of 
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of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  he  remembered  a 
pointed  charge  was  made  againft  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  and 
Supported  by  the  late  Sir  George  SavilJe  (a  name  which  every 
honeft  man  in  the  kingdom  refpe&ed  and  revered)  for  their 
hiring  t ran f ports  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  navy  ;  that  very 
reafon  was  aifigned  for  this  feeming  extravagance,  and  was 
admitted  as  fatisfadory  by  the  Houfe.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman  had  alledged,  that  it  was  but  fair  to  allow  the  holders 
of  ordnance  debentures  intereft,  as  fevecal  of  their  contracts 
were  of  loug  (landing,  and  the  articles  were  fupplied  during' 
the  war  at  no  advanced  price.  This  Mr.  Court enay  ad- 
mitted was  true  in  fome  inltances,  but  not  in  general ;  there- 
fore tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  had  fo  accurately, 
difcrirainated,  and  had  made  fuch  nice  calculation  between 
the  different  dafjes  of  the  holders  of  navy  bills,  fhould  al fo 
(for  the  fake  of  public  ceconomy)  on  a  limilar  principle,  have 
made  a  diftin&ion  between  the  holders  of  ordnance  deben- 
tures, who  contracted  with  the  ordnance,  and  furnifhed  the 
fame  article  (with  which  they  fupplied  the  navy)  at  a  much 
lugher  price  ;  and  between  thofe  who  had  /landing  contracts 
with  the  Board,  without  exacting  the  fame  profit  and  advan- 
tage from  them.  Mr»  Courtenay  at  the  fame  time  congra- 
tulated the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  his  noble,  liberal, 
manly  line  ofcoudu&  which  he  had  evinced  in  the  courfe  of 
that  day's  debate ;  after  defending  the  principle  of  his  propo- 
rtions to  tbe  navy  bill-holders  (as  the  noble  Lord  had  juftly  ob- 
served) in  one  of  the  moft  able,  convincing,  eloquent,  and  ele- 
gant fpeeches  which  was  ever  delivered  in  that  Houfe,  he  had 
moft  generoufly,  after  proving  himfelf  in  the  right,  coude- 
*  .'  fcended  to  acknowledge  himfelf  in  an  error,  and  given  up  that 
.  -very  principle  which  he  had  demonft rated  to  be  juft,  im- 
partiafg  and  equitable,  and  equally  well  calculated  for  the. 
Public  and  individuals.  Mr.  Courtenay  then  expatiated  oa 
the  great  and  Gngular  benefit  of  having  a  popular  Miniiler. 
1  f  the  Public  had  not  been  convinced  of  the  fuper-eminent 
virtue  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  they  would  not 
liave  highly  relented  the  moft  diftant  attempts  which  might 
eventually  injure  public  credit,  by  any  ceconomical  innova-. 
tion,  however  prudent  and  neceffary.  But  the  right  honour- 
ahle  gentleman  has  hazarded  his  fyftem  without  incurring 
the  leaft  danger  ;  he  might  fafely  take  any  liberties  with  a 
Public  who  idolized  him,  as  he  knew  (and  muft  have  expe- 
rienced it  at  his  time  of  life)  that  when  a  mutual  paffion  pre-r 
^tween  two  lovers,  freedom  might  be  ufed,  and  complai-. 

fantly 
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fantly  received  by  one  party,  which  would  have  been  refented 
with  indignation  if  dffered  by  another.  Mir.  Courtenay 
faid,  he  was  thordughly  convinced  of  the  unanfwerable  and 
fupefior  logic  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  very  fingu- 
larcircumftance,  viz.  that  fcarce  a  fingle  perfon  from  the 
other  fide  of'the  Hon fe attempted  to  fupport  the  queftion ;  per* 
fuaded  no  doubt  of  the  fupef  iof  efficacy  and  energy  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  arguments.  Even  that  learned  gentle- 
man Mr.  Dandas,  obftinately  perfevered  in'  fallen  filence ; 
he  who  was  the  champion  of  Adminiftratidn  on  every  occa- 
fion  ;  be  wh6fe  merits  had  been  found  out  (by  the  fagaeity  of 
theCbancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  in  the  barren  mountains  of 
$heN©Pth,  He  had  there  found  &  hardy.*  and  intrepid  mart 
who  theh  lay  under  a  proscription.  He  bad  called  him  forth, 
to  fight  his  battles,  and  to  combat  by  his  fide  ;  he  had  not 
hitherto  -difappointeA  hi*  expectations  ;  his  fidelity  to  hini 
could  only  be  equalled  by  his  abilities  ;  as  he  had  fpread  th$ 
feme  and' virtues  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  u  from 
John  »  Groatfs  hfcufe  to  the  land's  end?  Mr.  Courtenay  faid, 
that  at  one  period  of  the  debate  he  fympathifed  with  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequ&V'and  lamented  the  very  reprehen- 
fible^  indolence  and  fupinenefs  of  his  Friends  ;rat  times  hff 
was  tempted  to  ;call  on  the  honourable  geiirteaian  whofe 
official  duty  it  was  to  aflift  his  principal/by  •  the*  claffi^al 
invocation,  I 


Quid  lates  dudum  Kofa  ! 


Delicatura  eficr  e  terris.  caput, 

O'tepcntis  film  ccett      '  *   '  . 

At  laft  a  noble  Lord,  whofe  zeal  and  ingenuity  wetfc 
•qually  confpicuous,  had  ftepped  forth,  and  boldly  accufed  a 
right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Fox)  and  indeed  the  whole 
Houfe,  of  ignorance,  becaufe  they  did  not  feem  to  underftand 
the  acute  and  refined  arguments  of  the  noble  Lordt  who  had 
unfortunately  entangled  his  underflanding  amidft  the  three, 
four  and  .five  per  cents,  by  the  fubltety  and  dextroufnefs  of  his 
own  argument  and  calculation.  The  wildnefs  and  flights  of 
the  noble  Lord  could  on^y  be  defcribed  in  the  words  of  the 
poet  in  the  Dunciad  perfon ifying  mathematics  jn  a  fit  of 
lunacy*-:.  > 

•  Mad  Mathefis  alone  was  untonfined,  '  "        •  * 

Too  mad  for*  any  Navy  Bills  tb  find  ;    •  ;          •  '  V 

Whilft  o'er  the  Funds  he  talis  a  maddilh  ftare,  :'           '     ' 

And  running  rortnd  the  circle— finds  it  {quart*  '        * 

...........  \  fim 
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At  length,  after  more  debate,  the  queftion  was  pot,  and  the 
Petition  was  peferred  to  the  Committee.  The  Speaker  then 
left  die  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  rook  his  feat  at  the  table. 
Mr.  Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Put  then  entered  into  a  defence  of  hi* 
ceil"  Fitu  farmer  argument,  contending  ftHl  that  if  k  was  in  Us  power 
to  begin  paying  off,  he  ibould  think  a  fear  per  cent,  fund 
cieft  fevoerable  to  feleft  to  pay  off  firfb 
Mr.  Fox*  Mr.  Fo*  anfwered  much  at  lengthy  and  nuintained  the  po- 
rtion bid  down  by  him  before,  viz.  that  either  a  three  per 
cent*  or  a  fire  per  cent,  could  be  more  advantageoufly  paid  off 
firft,  becaufe  if  a  four  per  cent,  was  taken,  the  three  per 
cents,  would  rife  fo  orach  as  to  defeat  the  object  Mr.  Fox 
»lib  fully  replied  to  what  be  termed  the  vncandid  attack 
made  upon  die  fait  Adminiftration  by  Mr*  Rofc,  for  their 
conduit  refpeding  the  finance*.  In  tne  cevrfe  of  this  fpeech 
he  ftated  his  objection*  to  the  new  fund's  ftanding  at  ninety- 
three,  when  it  ought  to  Hand  only  at  ninety-one ;  and,  be 
faid,  he  fluHjld  propofe  by  way  of  amendment,  when  the 
bill  came  into  the  Committee,  to  introduce  the  words  ninety- 
one  inflead  of  ninety  "three. 
gjj*«»  .  Sir  James  Jobnjhne  faid,  there  was  great  reafon  truly  to 
jobaflone.  fpnipjain  <#  fa  hanJQiip  and  oppreffion  pra&ifed  on  the  navy 
bill-holders,  when  they  were  given  one  hundred  and  fevea 
pounds  ten  fi*ifliogs  five  per  cent,  capital  ftpek,  bearing  an 
intereft  of  five  pounds  ten  fhillings  for  each  hundred  pcrnods 
demand  they  had  upon  the  Public. 

At  length  theRefoIution  that  had  been  moved,  j>afled.  It 
was  then  agreed  to  fill  up  the  blanks  of  the  new  window-tax 
bill  fubjBemio ;  to  report  it  that  evening,  and  afterwards  print 
it,  and  debate  the  report. 

Afftfi  9- 
TTbe  Houfe  having  refolved  kfelf  into  a  Committeeon  the 
navy  bill,  and  ordnance  debenture  bill, 
IfcHofley.  Mr*  Huffy  rofe  and  faid,  he  feared  he  was  too  late  to  do 
any  good  in  that  ftage  of  thebufinefs,  but  lie  was,  neverrhe- 
left,  willing  to  try.  He  was  not  by  any  means  Satisfied  frfth 
the  reafons  that  had  been  affigned  for  giving  the  holders  of 
ordnance  debentures  any  intereft  upon;  the  amount  ofthofs 
debentures.  This  matter  feemed  to  him  an  unnecefiary  in* 
ftanceof  profufion,  and  that  the  debenture  holders' were  not 
only  not  entitled  to,  bat  what  they  had  net  psefled  for  them- 
selves. The  whole  of  the  fum  amounted  to  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  or  thereabouts.  Why  facr^a  large  fiun  ihould 
^giveo  away  when  the  public  could  fo  ill  fpare  it,  he  could 

not 
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hot  iittaglrie.  Hi  hoped*  therefore,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  Would  even  vet  fconfidef  it,  and  if  it  were  poffible, 
alter  that  fart  of  the  bill.  Whether  this  eould  be  done  or 
not,  after  What  had  pafled  In  the  Houfe  on  Friday  night,  and 
after  a  kind  of  bargain  had  beetl  made  with  the  debenture 
holders,  he  could  not  tell $  but  if  it  could,  he  really  thought 
it  ought. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  ifo  chM- 
miftaken  as  to  a  fad ;  for  the  truth  was,  the  matter  had  been  ceUo*  K"« 
preiled  for,  and  that  exceedingly^  by  the  ofrdnance  debenture 
holders,  who  had  rhade  it  Appear  fo  plain,  that  they  had  al- 
ready fuffeted  great  hilrdfhips  from  having  been  kept  out  of 
their  money,  infinitely  longer  than  had  ever  been  the  cafe  be- 
fore, thdt  it  was  impoffible  to  refill  their  application,  And  it 
was  in  confequence  of  a  convi&ion  on  his  part,  that  allowing 
them  an  intereft  of  four  per  cent,  in  the  manner  propofed  in 
the  bill,  wafc  nothing  but  What  Wa*  fair  and  reafortable,  that 
he  had  eofifented  to  the  nleafure.  There  werej  it  was  true* 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  fdrne  of  the  ordnance  debenture  holders* 
who  were  not  equally  entitled  to  receive  intereft  on  the 
dmount  of  their  debentures  with  others,  but  the  number 
of  thefe  Were  few  indeed,  compared  td  the  grofi  dumber  of  de- 
benture holders,  and  it  was  impoffible  to  draw  the  line  of  dif~ 
twi6tion  fo  as  to  difcriminate  the  orie  from  the  other;  If  fuch 
a  discrimination  had  been  pfa&icabie,  he  ihpuld  have  been 
extremely  glad  to  have  adopted  it. 

Mr.  CourUAay  rofe,  as  foon  as  Mr.  Pitt  fat  down,  and  faid  Mt.  CourH 
the  holders  of  ordnance  debentures  were  not  entitled  to  the  tc0*r* 
intereft  propofed  ;  an  afleftiori  Which  he  grounded  upon  h6t% 
and  upon  experience.  In  ofder  to  illuftrate  this  aflertion,  he 
ftated,  that  the  great  contractors  for  tirhber,  rope,  and  brick- 
work, who  took  landing  con t rafts,  always  took  them  at  fuch  a 
rate,  as  to  allow  for  tneir  not  bthxg  paid  for  a  confiderable 
time.  Thefe  men,  therefore,  could  well  afford  to  abide  with- 
out their  money  till  three  years  were  expired  from  the  com* 
mencement  ot  their  contrafts.  The  artificer  or  workman, 
whom  that  Houfe  might  be  inclined  to  favour,  and  who  cer- 
tainly deferred  moft  confideration,  was  wholly  out  of  the 
queftton  ontbe  orefent  occafion  ;  for  all  thofeof  that  defcrip* 
tion  who  had  held  debentures  to  a  fmall  amount,  had  fold 
their  debentures  long  fince  to  the  large  and  opulent  con* 
traders  ;  and  the  latter  had  bought  them  at  the  difcount  of 
from  twenty  to  twenty -five  per  Cent.  The  whole  of  that 
furo,  therefore,  and  the  intereft  propofed  to  be  given,  would 

.Vol,.  XVI.  Bbfe  jo 
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go  into  tbe  pocket  of  the  large  an4  opulent  fon&iftpvwho 
by  tbe  means  of  the  difcopgt  at  which  b?  b$l  pw<&&4  the 
debentures  from  tbe  artifcer*,  and  by  the  fn*an*  ^f  the  pio- 
pofed  intereft*  would  receive  an  enormous  aji4  onifafanablo 
profit.  Mr.  Ccmrteaay  faid,  be  did  not  at  all  daub*  but  tbe  de- 
benture-holders had  preijed  tbe  right  hojioqnibte  gentleman 
exceedingly  to  obtain  jbe  intereft  intended  to  be  giver*;  they 
had  m  his  time  been  extr«roaiy~urgent  wi|h  thft  Board  ecca- 
fionally,  and  had  prevailed  mofe  than  on$e  upocj  ap  hoBour- 
able  Baroqet,  whom  he  then  did  not  fee  in  his  place,  to.  prefeat 
a  petition  to  that  Hpufe,  complaining  of  th$  time  they  were 
kept  out  of  their  money,  and  begging  that  in  fttfqre  they 
might  be  paid  earlier.  The  fa&,  however*  wa$.as  he  bad 
fiated  it,  the  artificers  hale)  no,  dobegtares*  and  tbs  lajpge^on- 
tractors  would  have  fuj&cieut  profit  without  the  intereft  that 
tbe  bill  gave  them. 
Mr.  Steele  Mr.  Steele  (aid,  tbe  boooujrable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  if  he  bad  not  greatly  n\iftaken,  had  been  one  of  tbofe 
who  Stood  up  as  an  advocate  for  the  navy  bill-holders,  and 
who,  vcitb  opany  others,  had  fpared  ne  argument  that  could 
be  urged,  to  obtain  payment  at  par  for  them.  How,  there* 
fore,  be  could  reconcile  it  to  eoqfifteney,  to  argue  againflt  he 
ordnance  dehsnjHfe-bQldejrs,  he  waiajl  ajpfsf  to  imagine.  He 
had,  he  declared,  given,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
lafl,  credit  fpr  being  better  acquainted  ^ith  the  bufinefs  of 
the  ordnance  than  he  found  be  was.  Did  not  that  honour- 
able gentleman  know,  that  the  artificer^  bjUs  were  formed  up- 
on ftated  prices,  entered  in  a  book  called  tbe  price  book,  and 
that  confequcntly  they  could  not  charge  in  any  bill,  or  if  they 
did,  they  were  not  paid  a  larger  price  per  article  than  ap- 
peared to  be  the  price  paid  for.  the  fame  article  before.  This 
cu  flora  puit  it  out  of  tbe  power  of  any  contra&or  to  make  an 
allowance  to.hjmfelf  for  the  kPfth  $f  tinier  he  was  kept  cmt  of 
h[s  money  by  an  advance,  of  the  pries  charged  by  him  in  his 
account ;  and  c^iequeftfly,  jf,  at  had  been  the  caj*  the  or  - 
nance  debentures  bad  continued,  unpaid  longer  than  ufaaV^he 
holders  of  them  M  r^fop  t*  cgmpbta,  an*  %  fete  right  t«  tbe 
intereft  ptqpofed;  tft  be giY«.  Mr.  Steqfe  ftated ttat>fcb*d 
been  the  eppfont  aim  of  tfee;iMh|e  Dvl§e  wm  a*  the  bead  of 
the  ordnance,  to  profpoft  tbe^pMifwto  of  public  aeoo|ic*ny>  by 
endenvpuring  to  ifcprten  th*  time  <£  <Wayi*g  the  difehaige,  of 
payment  of  the  debenture*,  affd  to  coatraftat  foutterjujoes* 
where  he.ha4 been  able te egeft  th*  a eonfidarable  djffeoence 
hi)d  b^en  n^de  in  the  charger^  and  k  wa*  evident,  if  the 
"       w  *oard 
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Board  of  Ordnaftcfe  #eite  etiabled,  agreeably  to  the  noble  DdfeeY 
eattfeft  and  anxious  wiihe&,  to  deal  entirely  for  ready  money,  a 
very  gfleat  faring  indeed  might  be  made  for  the  jjublic.  Mf. 
Steele  faid  farther,  that  with  regard  to  what  the  honourable 
genttehian  had  ftaWl,  bf  all  the  artificers  having  fold  their 
debenture*,  the  very  reverie  was  the  fa<ft.  Many  of  them 
held  their  dfchgtittitts  ftfll,  fat  had  borrofrfcd  mohey  upoh 
theifl,  and  were  ttt  this  tiifte  extremely  diftreffird  for  *ant  bf 
cafli,  and  b&a*&  the  debentures  were  not  paid  off,  and  they 
wens  ficft  by  that  the&ns  enabled  to  difcharge  the  fums  they 
had  takefc  up  tfpoh  them. 

Mr.  GourteHtyToCs  again  and  fatd,  it  was  ttue  he  had  flood  Mr  Cour- 
up  in  behalf  of  the  navy  bill-hbldefs ;  and  he  had  done  fo  be-  t<n*y- 
caufe  he  was  fute  that  the  d^&ionof  afixpehcefrom  the 
amount  8f  t hbift  bills  would  have  been  a  violation  of  the  na- 
tion*! faHfc,  Mid  ^a  Mo*  ftrack  dire&lv  at  public  credit. 
That  hfc  tffe&  fight  in  havmg  entertained  this  opinion,  ttas 
proved  by  ttftf  eondtift  of  the7  tight  honourable  gentlernah 
bimfetfc  >Wfo*  had  .girtfe  tip  th£  difcounts  on  Friday  laft  ; 
the  Hgtft  bcmouraWe  gentleman,  therefore,  had  fortified  his 
argutafefitj  and  that  of  ev£ry  oth£r  gentleman  upon  the  fub- 
Je&  ;  aild  ce^tamfly^  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  been  convinced  that  he  was  in  the  wrong  originally,  he 
never  would  have  eonferrted  to  give  up  the  difcounts.  The 
navy  bill-holders  had  ati  undoubted  right  to  payment  at  par, 
and  to  receive  ah  intereftiafter  a  ftated  period.  The  cafe  was 
different  with  the  holders  of  ordnance  debentures,  who  hid 
no  right  whatever  to  e*pe&  to  receive  intereft  for  their  bills, 
as  their  contracts  had  all  btetr  made  under  an  idea  that  they 
were  not  to  be  paid  for  a  confiderable  time.  It  was,  Mr. 
Courtenay  faid,  true,  that  when  the  bills  of  artificers,  and 
thofe  who  furniftfed  goods  for  the  ordnance  upon  order,  were 
fent  in,  theywere  examined  by  the  book  kept  in  the  tower, 
wherein  the  prices  of  the  various  articles  at  whi<h  the  Board 
were  aticuftotaed  to  deal  were  entered  ;  but  this  did  not  ap- 
ply to' the  large  contra&ors  for  timber,  rope  and  brick  work, 
who  always  governed  then*  propofals  by  the  time  their  bills 
were  to  remain  undischarged.  As  a  proof  of  this,  Mr* 
Courtenay  (hid,  he  perfectly  well  remembered  fotne  of  thefe 
contra&ors  having  themfelves  oifcred  to  contra&  at  lower 
prices  by  five  per  cent,  if  the  Board  would  have  confented  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  to  pay  them  their  money  within  the 
year. 

B  b  b  %  Mr. 


37*  PARLIAMENTARY  A,  l?** 

Mtji u%.      Mr.  Hujpy  rofe  again  and  faid,  it  was  evident  be  had  been  in 
therigbtinwhathehad  ftated  upon  the  fqbje&.  Mr.  Hufley  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  had  alfp  argued  in  behalf  of  the  navy  bill- 
holders,  and  he  was  extremely  glad,  the  right  honourable 
.gentleman  had  given  up  the  point  on  that  queftipn.    He  wsp 
convinced  he  had  done  right  op  that  occafion  ;  nay,  the  efleft 
oif  jt  was  aheady  felt  in  tjip  city ;  for  that  very  day,  he  under? 
flood  the  difcount  on  navy-hilb  )iad  fallen   to  thirteen  per 
(cent,  whereas  on  Friday  Jaft  it  was  fixteen  or  feventeen.    But 
with  regard  to  prdnance  debentures,  he  W4s  ftill  of  opinion 
that  the  holders  of  them  were  not  entitled  %9  the  intereft  pro- 
pofed  to  be  given.    The  wholpofthe  bufinefs,  fylr.  Hufley 
declared,  ihewed  but  too  plainly  that  it  had  not  been  properly 
confidered  before  it  was  propofed  to  Parliaqoerjt.    The  right 
honourable  gentleman  propofed  to  give  (he  ordnance  deben- 
ture-holders four  ihillings  and  fix  pen??  on  e^cl|  hundred 
pounds,  and  he  had  originally  pnjpofefl  tp  take  from  navy 
bill-holders  above  four  pounds  difcount  ;  fo  that  adding  the 
two  'together,  it  would  have  nearly  arpountpd  tp  a  difference 
pf  nine  pounds  againft  the  navy  bill-tiol&rs*     Was  this  fair  ? 
It  (certainly  was  not ;  and  it  bpt  too  fully  jqftifed  tyis  remark^ 
ihat  the  matter  had  not  been  fuffiqiently  wejghejl  $qd  consi- 
dered before  it  was  brought  imp  t\ie  Hpufe.     Mr.  Hufley  ad- 
ded fome  obfervations  on  the  extravagant  mod*  pf  dealing  for 
the  Public,  which  according  to  the  declarations  of  the  two 
gentlemen  who  h*d  belonged  to  the  Board  (Mr,  pourtenay 
and  Mr.  Steele)  w^re  pra&rfed  by  t\ip  OrdnancQ. 
yr.  Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
(cUorPitt.  purfued  a  fubje£t  with  fo  much  vehemence,  he  ought  to  t^ 
correct  at  leaft  in  his  ani mad verfions.     Thefe  who  had  pro- 
pofed the  prefent  plan  of  fubilitution  for  paying  off  the  navy 
bills  and  ordnance  debentures,  had  no  right  to  be  blamed  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  ordnance  debt  had  been  contracted, 
the  refponfibility  on  that  point  belonged  to  thofe,  who  had  foe 
a  long  time  gone  on  dealing  at  fuch  an  extravagant  rate,  and 
not  with  the  peribns  who  were  irjtent  on  difcharging  tbed«bt 
already  contrafted.  Ife  begged,  therefore,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  lay  the  ground  for 
blame,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  contradHng  the  debt, 
wholly  out  of  the  queftion,  and  confider  only  bow  far  the. 
plan  for  paying  it  ofF  was  juft  and  reafonable.     It  was  nqt 
true,  that  the  matter  had  not  been  well  confidered  before  it 
was  propofed  10  Parliament ;  atid  with  regard  to  navy  bills  and 
pr/loance  debentures,  there  was,  Mf.  Pitt  faid,  a  clear  diflinc- 

tioq 
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jtion  between  the  tWof  -  The  letter  arofe  from  work  done  and 
materials  furnifhed  at  Handing  and  eftablilhed  prices ;  the 
.  pther  was  founded  upon  eftirnate*  and  contra&s  formed  agree- 
ably to"th£  discount's  of  the  day,  at  the  time  of  making  the 
contra&f. 

Mr.  Hujpy  rofe  once  more  to  juftify  his  own  conduct ;  and  MnHnffey* 

Jn  refpe&to  the  charge  of  having  been  vehement,  he  faid,  he 

.'  always  fpoke  as  he  felt,  and  he  owned,  he  did  feel,  on  the  pre- 

.  fent  occafipn,  that  there  was  no  juftifiable  reafon  whatever  for 

granting  jnterpft  to  the  holders  of  the  ordnance  debentures. 

He  had  not,  he  faid,  rneant  to  blame  the  right  honourable  geit- 

>tleman  for  £he  extravagant  manner  in  which  the  ordnance 

'  debt  had  been  contra&ed  ;  he  knew  perfedly  well,  the  right 

honourable  gentleman  had  not  been  concerned  in  contrafting 

it ;  hut  k  was  natural  for  him  to  take  notice  of  it,  juft  after 

*  having  heard  it  avowed  by  gentlemen,  who  had  both  belonged, 
at  timej,  to  the  Ordnance  Board,  ,  With  regard  to  his  having 

]f;ud,  th%t  the  mati^r  had  not  been  properly  confidered  before 

*  it  was  propofed  to  tj}$  ifeufe,.  he  was  furely  juftjfied  in  that 
pbferyation  by  the  conduct  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  had  made  no  Jefs  £han  three  proportions  to  the 
Houfe  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  each  of  them  different  from  the 
pther.  fh  had  firft  of  all  propofed,  to  take  four  pounds  fix 
ihUlings  from  the  navy  bill-holders ;  he  had  afterwards  al~ 

.  tered  it,  and  propofed  to  take  only  one  pound  two  {hillings 
^nd  fix  pence ;  and  he  had  at  laft  not  only  given  up  that  one 
.  pound  .two  {hillings  and  fix  pence,  but  agreed  to  give  an  inte- 
reft  of  four  per  cent,  tp  the  holders  of  ordnance  debentures* 
This  was  certainly  ending  in  a  manner  extremely  different 
from  that  on  which  he  had  fet  out,  and  warranted  trie  remark, 
that  the  fubjpS  had  not  been  fufficiently  weighed  and  confi- 
dered before  it  had  been  propofed  to  the  Houfe.    Mr.  Hufley 
faid  farther,  that  if  intereft  was  to  be  allowed  to  the  ordnance 
(4ebenture»hoJders,wlvy  was  it  not  allowed  to  the  holders  of  non- 
.  intereft  navy  bills  ?  There  were,  jt  was  well  known,  fuch  bills 
t  putftanding,  and  they  bore  their  pricip  in  the  market.    What 
V*8  juft  ice  in  one  caie,  rouil  be  juftice  in  the  other. 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  the  eflential  difference  between  navy  bill-  Mir.  Rofe. 
holders  and  the  holders  of  ordnance  debentures,  was  what  the 
.  honourable  gentlemw  feemed  determined  not  to  advert  to. 
Jt  tyfis  as  his  right  honourable  friend  had  before  explained, 
k  £hat  the  ordnance  contra&ors  were  obliged  to  form  their  con- 
.  grafts  according  to  ftanding  and  eftablilhed  prices  ;  whereas 
.  tty?  qayy  bijl-fyolders  made  their  propofals  conformable  to  the 

difcount* 
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dHeou&tsof  tke  day.  Mr.  Rcffe  (aid}  the  fcoVWtereft  navy 
bills  were  by  no  means  entitled  to  Ihtfereft,  being  chiefly  fcr 
balances  of  purlers'  accounts,  h©ad  afid  gun  thoney,  and  otter 

flutters  of  profit 

M&  Eden.  Mr.  Edm  faid,  his  honourable  friend  near  him  (Mfr.  Hufley ) 
was  evefy  way  jollified  for 'hift  totftlu1&  that  day,  which  had 
done  him  great  honour ;  ±nd  ftftfely  ffOtfi  #hAt  hatl  been  faid, 
.  it  was  evident  that  the  maimer  of  dealing  for  thfc  Public  at  the 
Ordnance  Board  required  inveftigatiofy  ebmfftoh,  afid  re- 
.  form.  Mr.  Eden  faid*  it  Was  cerWiiftiy  Wo  lite  in  fte  jfeffion 
to  propofe  any  thing  Upon  that  fob}*®  bfefofe  thr  adjourn- 
ment, but  he  hopecHt  wttiM  Be  brought  Mfcte  ftfliaiherit 
early  itt  tbe  next  feflion.  f 

The  Committee,  after  tbfe,  WeM  ttffotogh  *he  Bill. 
Mr. Rofc.       Mr.  £96  afterwanh  ntoved,  *  F6#  teave  t6  bring  til  abill 
'  . «« to  prevent  fhmfls  in  the  fevehW  ffftofc  the  duties  tjtffoh  fepe  " 
*This  faction  oocafioned  a  ftio*t  eonverfatidh  Wtwefch  Mr. 
Dempfter,  Mr*  joilrffe,  Mr.  Clftftdfflef  Prft,  fck.  Rote*  tfid 
Mr.  Eden;  after  which  it  wi^agt^td. 

Gen.  Bar.  General  Bbtrgtym  tijfof  nted  the  Hcmfe*  chat  authentic  fo- 
goync.  formation  had  arrived,  corifinhtfcg  the  accounts  which  were 
received  of  the  inaprifonment  of  Sir  John  Bitrgoyne,  by  the 
orders  of  Lord  Macartney  in  the  Elft  Indies :  frotfi  the  na- 
ture of  this  bufmefs,  he  thought  the  honour  of  the  Nation 
and  the  juftice  of  the  Hddfe  concerned.  The  freatmeftt 
which  his  honourable  relation  had  met  with,  could  not  but 
Affeft his  feelings;  and  it  wasindurafterit  on  him,  as  he  flood 
in  the  predicament  of  friendship  and  confahguirtity,  to  ftep 
forward  in  defence'  of  his  friend.  He  had  been  arraigned  uftckr 
the  charges  of  fedition  artd  mutiny,  add  differed  a  corifequeat 
imprisonment,  foe  adhering  to  a  line  of  conduft  which  every 
officer  muft  aUoW  he  could  not  deviate  from,  without  a  dere- 
liction of  his  duty  ;•  he  h^d  ai&ed  with  that  fpirit  which 
proved  ho  was  eonfcious  of  what  he  o#ed  to  the  commiffion 
he  held  under  His  Majofty.  After  the  arrival  of  Lord  Ma- 
cartney,, a  Colonel  Lang  was  faffed  to  the  rank  of  a  Captain 
General  m  the  fei*vice  of  the  Eaft-India  Cot&patty,  and  ap- 
pointed  to  a  military  eotfcrriand  over  the  heads- 6f  feveral 
Genera!  officers-  6f  itterir>  who  bore  His  Majefty*fc  commif- 
fion; this  was  *  degradation* to  whteh  his  honourable  relation 
would  not  fafler  thte  rank  he  hftld  to  be  reduced,  and  accor- 
dingly 
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<*ingl  y  «#gfled  tq  an  pf^ce^1  whofe  rant  might  confident  fy  be 
under  tli$  f omniapd  of  Cplppei  Lapg;  and  before  his  refig** 
naxipj^  fcje  took  every  flap  to  fppure  the  prefer  and  obedience 
of  %h$  army  ;  tbp  wmflastf  .of  which  he  withdrew  frpo*  ia 
September ;  ajpd  this  very,  army  bad  fo  far  taken  up  the  infult  • 
offered  their.  comipander,  that  their  union  or  conjunction  with 
the  Company's  forces  was  the  refult  of  bis  mild  and  pacific 
ent^ajje§,  for  whip})  the  very  man  who  accufed  bim  in  De-* 
cember  following,  and' brought  the  charge!  above  mentioned 
agaiftft  hinfc  gave  hio>  much  praj'fe ;  it  was,  therefore,  his  in- 
tentipp  tq  (ay  before  the  world  the  motives  of  bis  friend'* 
c9ndu.fi,  fee  the  c'irpucn#ances  of  the  treatment  he  re* 
ceiv^L  wi  iuXlify  birr*  in  tjie  eyes  of  mankind ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  moved,  "  That  all  the  papers  which  pafled  in  the; 
*<  coiiffe  pjf  (forrefppn^ence  between  the  Prefideney  of  Fort 
"  St.  Qe<prg?  apd  thp  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaft-Indi^ 
41  Corp^any,  relative  %a  the  imprifonmeni;  of  Sir  John  Bur* 
*«  goyoe,  be  laid  befprij  the  Hoyfe." 

fylr.  "Dmdas  raid,  the  honourable  General  was  not  aware  Mr.  Dundas 
that  his  motion  wguld  not  at  tbat  tiuje  have  the  effeft  he  in*, 
tended,  for  the  Court  of  Directors  could  only  produce  that 
part  of  the  bufipefs  which  included  Lord  Macartney's  ao 
count ;  fo  that  but  one  fide  of  the  bufioefs  would  he  aicer- 
twined  in  coefequence  of  the  prefent  motion  ;  and  Sir  Johq 
Eutgoyne's  cprrefpppdence  being  between  him  and  the  Secre- 
ta/y  of  State  and  other  of  His  Majefty*s  Mimfters,  that 
part  which  would  be  material  to  the  honourable  General's 
pyrpofe  waj  not  to  be  brought  forward  ;  he  therefore  rccom- 
mended  it  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  iflfue  of  it  to  be  lcfij  to 
His  Majefty's  Minifters,  who  had  the  matter  under  confide- 
ration  ;  he  adyifed  him,  in  confeguence  of  this  affurance,  to 
withdraw  it,  as  be  muft  give  It  bis  negative  at  prefent.  The 
caufe  of  Sir  John  Rur^oyne  was  more  immediately  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  Gevernment ;.  as  he  bore  his  Majefty's  commiffion, 
Government  was  obliged  to  wetchapy  infult  that  plight  be 
thrown  on  the  r?j>refen^tiyj  p.f  His  Majefty,  a>  in  that  line 
the  infult  was  againft  the  original;  and  it  need  not  be  appre- 
hended but  that  Government  would  be  fofficiently  tenacious 
of  its  honour,  to  juftify  any  infult  which  might  be  offered  to 
it  ip  the  perfon  of  Sir  John  Burgoync ;  but  takipg  the  natter 
in  ant  ahftrafted  view,  there  were  allegations  in  favour  of  the 
conduct  of  both ;  for  Lord  Macartney  *&ed  folely  under  the 
authority  of  the  India  Company,  by  whom  he  was  appointed 
Commander  in  Chief.    He  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  fu- 

preme 
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preme  dochrffand  over  an  office?  WBom  he  acknowledged  no 
fuperior.  From  thia  the  mifuodcrftahdirig  arofe  ;  the  gentle- 
men muft  wait  till  time  tfnf  aVelttd  Hit  bufuiefs*  by  bringing 
the  particulars  to  fight ;  it  Wbuld  be  hard  to  decide  frith' any 
precifion  on  the  fubjeflr,  before  bettetf  grdunds  #er£  had  for 
proceeding,  for  the  whole  bardfhips  thaft  arofe  out  of  the 
matter^  happened  through  ah  ill  arraignment  6(  th6  diifereritf 
powers  entrufled  to  each  officer,  #her6b y  the  authority  of  one 
dafhed  with  that  of  the  other* 
Ld.  North.  Lord  North  fa  id,  that  his  ctfftrietitiori  with,-  arid  concern' 
for  the  abfent  fuffering  officer,  placed  trior  in  the  fame  predi- 
cament with  the  General  J  but  from  the  fenWmcnts  that  were 
juft  now  exprefled  by  his  learned  friend,  he  faw  no  ncceflity 
rd  infift  on  the  motion,  which  he  Wotafd  adVife  to  be  with- 
drawn, and  rely  on  the  affertions  made  on  the  ot&er  iide  of 
the  Houfe ;  they  were  fuch  as  became  every  man  who  had  a 
rtfpeft  for  His  Majefty's  Government ;  and  be  had  not  itow 
the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  gentleman,  who  fo  fpiritedly  fop- 
ported  the  dignity  of  an  officer  bearing  His  Majefty's  coiri- 
miffion,  would  meet  every  attention  the  jufticc  and  merit  of 
his  caufe  would  claim.     No  man  coufd  blame  Sir  John  Bur- 

Syne  for  refufing  to  fbbrnit  to  an  authority  which  derived 
>m  an  inferior  to  what  he  himfelf  held;  aAd  the  feelings  of  met* 
of  merit  fhould  never  be  left  otrt  of  the  queftion,  in  giving  art 
opinion  on  the  fubjeft.  He  faid,  that  00  perfon  could  deny 
the  officer  in  queftion  that  praife  for  his  moderation,  which  h+{ 
fo  amply  and  confpicuoufiy  merited,  in  facrificing  every  prw 
vate  feeling  to  the  public  caufe ;  his  Lordlhip  adverted  to  the' 
harfhnefs  of  (fearing  Sir  John  Burgoyrte  fo  differently  in  Ja- 
nuary from  what  they  had  done  in  the  September  preceding ; 
the  diftinft  powers  which  the  two  gentlemen  in  queftion  a£ted 
under,  were  grounds  for  mifunderftanding  J  and  his  Lordfhip 
concluded  with  afterting,  that  no  man  of  feeling  could  avoid 
revolting  at  the  elevation  of  an  inferior  officer  to  the  com- 
mand of  one,  who  was  juftified  in  holding  his  rank  as  fu- 
perior to  that  of  the  perfon  under  whom  he  was  deftined  to 
ferve.  * 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  on  the  firft  view  of  the  cafe,  no  blame  could 
be  laid  againft  Lord  Macartney ;  for  in  that  confederation  he 
appeared  to  have  done  only  his  duty  in  fupporting  the  autho- 
rity with  which  he  was  vcfted,  and  which  made  him  look 
upon  every  officer  who  afted  under  him,  as  bound  to  fubmir 
to  his  orders ;  but  the  hardlKip  arofe  froin  the  contrariety  of 
opinions  that  muft  happen  between  men  who  do  not  allow 

the 
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the  title  of  fuperiority  or  pre-eminence  between  tnernftlve*  ; 
and  each  was  but  a£hng  in  conformity  to  the  duty  which  he 
owed  to  the  particular  authority  by  which  he  was  appointed. 
—He  would  have  that  juftice  to  be  done  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Houfe,  and  of  all  mankind,  to  the  merits  of  Lord  Macart- 
ney, to  whole  conduft  he  was  convinced  we  were  indebted  for 
the  good  government  of  the  Coromandel  coaft  for  the  time 
he  afted  there.  But  the  orders  by  which  his  Lord  (hip's  con- 
duit were  to  be  regulated,  were  not  fo  remote  from  the  au- 
thority to  which  Sir  John  Burgoyne  would  agree  to  fubmit, 
for  no  military  orders  were  then  permitted  to  originate  with 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  without  the  concurrence  of  His 
Majefty's  Secretary  of  State,  * 

The  Secretary  at  War  (Sir  George  Yonge)  affured  the  ho-  The  Sec,  at 
nourablc  General  that  Government  had  taken  up  the  bufinefs  War# 
very  ferioufly,  but  as  yet  nothing  definitive  could  be  done  on 
that  head,  for  the  difpatches  were  not  arrived  more  than  two 
days ;  therefore,  it  was  impoffible  to  form  a  certain  opinion 
before  the  accounts  could  be  properly  inveftigated ;  he  was  of 
opinion,  an  inquiry  i»the  manner  propofed  would  difappoint 
the  objeft  in  view;  he  muft  then  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
giving  a  negative  to  the  motion,  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  not  wifh  to  happen  in  an  affair  fo  interesting 
to  him,  on  which  account  he  recommended  the  withdrawing 
the  motion  as  the  raoft  eligible  ftep. 

General  Burgoyne  faid,  from  the  prefent  turn  which  the  bu-  Gen.  Bu» 
finefs  had  taken,  he  was  juftified  in  withdrawing  a  motion,  S0?** 
which  he  made,  to  convince  the  enemies  of  his  injured  kinf- 
man,  and  the  public  at  large,  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  come 
forward  and  juftify  himfelf,  but  as  it  was  now  in  hands  who 

Erofeffed  fo  much  concern  for  the  honour  of  his   friend, 
e  confented  to  withdraw  it ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  take  into 
their  farther  confideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  oh 
the  tea  bill,  and  for  impofmg  an  additional  duty  on  windows, 
the  Speaker  put  the  queftion,  "  that  thefe  amendments  be  read 
u  a  fecond  time." 

Mr.  Jolliffe  then  rofe,  and  faid,  the  bill  was  as  a  bill  liable  Mrjolliffe. 
to  fo  much  objection,  that  it  would  be  better  to  difpofe  of  it 
in  that  ftage  than  to  proceed  with  it  any  farther,     Mr.  Jol- 
lifie  ftated  his  grounds  of  objection   under  three  diftinft 
heads — the  inemcacy  of  the  bill  as  to  the  end  propofed  ;  the  .  r 

inadequacy  of  the  means  whereby  the  end  was  to  be  obtained, 
and  the  fallacy  of  the  bill  in  affuming  the  title  of  a  commu- 

Vol.  XVL  C  c  c  tation. 
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rtation,  la  proof  of  the  firft  of  thefe  poGt  ions,  Mr.  JoUiffe 
contended,  that  the  bill  would  not  put  an  end  to  fmuggling, 
fince  it  would  only  oblige  the  fmuggler  to  change  his  cargo, 
and  induce  him  to  deal  in  fpirits  initead  of  tea.  Spirits,  he 
.faid,  were  more  capable  of  concealment  thap  tea,  as  they 
were  brought  over  in  fraall  calks  of  from  four  to  feven  gal- 
lons each,  and  might  be  buried  under  ground,  or  be  funk  in 
water,  without  fuftaining  any  damage.  He  cited  the  Report 
.of  the  fmuggling  Committee,  .wherein  it  was  ftated,  that 
pbout  2000  tons  of  brandy,  97*000  gallons  of  Geneva,  and 
•20,0000  gallons  of  rum  were  imported  annually.  Of  thefe 
Geveva  and  brandy  were  the  obje&s  of  fraugglingj  and  furelv, 
Mr.  Jollife  remarked,  the  quantity  imported,  aSorded  ample 
fcope  for  the  illicit  trader  to  traffick  in.  With  regard  to  the 
-jfecond  point,  he  argued,  that  it  was  liable  to  fimilar  objection; 
and  with  regard  to  the  third,  the  new  tax  was  no  commuta- 
tion,, but  the  fubftitution  of  a  much  heavier  and  more  op- 

»  ^preffive  tax  in  lieu  of  the  tax  On  teas.    This  coriimutation, 

he  faid,  he  would  not  wifh  to  degrade  by  'low  and  vulgar 
names,  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  a 
ichwindlingtranfa&ion,  and  waslikeaman'stakingyounnoney 
m  and  giving  you  a  bad  bill  for  it.  Mr.  Jbliiffe  enlarged  on  thefe 
particulars,  and  faid,  it  fet  a  price  on  the  advantages  it  held 
out  in  his  mind  far  above  their  value ;  he  wiihed,  therefore, 
that  it  might  proceed  no  farther. 

.|fr,W?y%  Mr-  Jwyfcy  confidered  the  bill  as  objectionable  in  many 
parts,  and  in  none  more  than  in  the  claufefefpeding land- 
lords  in  cafes  where  a  hbufe  was  "inhabited  by  more  than  one 
family.  •  This,  he  faid,  muft  neeeflarlly  afieft  the  landlords 
of  houfes  ufually  let  in  lodgings.  Hie  fiated,  that  «nany 
Jeafes  in  their  conditions  ftipulated,  that  the  landlords  fhould 
receive  a  neat  rent  and  pay  all  taxes.  In  fuch  cafes,  therefore, 
landlords  would  have  to  pay  for  their  lodgers  drinking  tea, 
and  certainly  they  rhight  juft  with  as  much  Teafon  pay  for 
their  beef,  their  bread,  and  their  Qandtes.  ffe  argtied,  4hit 
if  landlords  had  it  in  their  power,  as  'had  been  'hated  -on  a 
"former  day,  to  throw  it  on  their  tenants,  the  tenants  rouft  in 
like  wanner  have  it  in  their  po^er  to  throw  it  on  their  land- 
lords, They  muft  both  ftand. on  an  equal  footing.  Mr. 
$tfoyfey  purfued  the  hardship  arifing  from  the  claufe  through 
a  variety  of  different  lines  and  gradations,  and  traded  ksfew- 
fity  and  injuftice  in  a  ftrikipg  point  of  view. 

Mr.  AM.        Mr.  Alderman  Newrfl?(MW&T'he  conceived  the  prefent  bill 

V?**}**,  ^ouj^  ten4  materially  to  che^k  theprpgreft  of  foiuggliog,  and 

to 
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ta  promote,  the  intereft  of  the  fair  trader,  ad  event  fo  delirable 
to  a  trading  and  commercial  country,  that  he  was  ready  to  de» 
clare  his  hearty  approbation  of  the  mcafure,  and  he  faid,  hebad 
not  heard  an  objection  to  it  from  any  one  of  his  conftituentsi 
The  new  window  tax,  it  was  tree,  would  fall  heavy  Oft  fome 
individuals,  on  few  more  than  upon  himfelfj  but  that,  he 
knew,  was  not  proper  language  in  that  Houfe*  The  bufincfs 
of  their  conftituents,  and  not  their  own,  was  what  they  were 
fent  there  to  attend  to.  Let  gentlemen  corftplain  of  the* 
ieverity  of  the  window  tax  cVcr  fo  much,  it  ought  to  be 
remembered,  that  when  a  Mfrufler  takes  off  a  productive 
tax,  with  a  view  to  difcourage  fmuggling,  he  muft  not 
hazard  the  revenue,  but  adopt  a  proper  tax  that  can  be  de- 
pended upon  for  its  efficiency.  The  prefent  bill,  therefore, 
ihould  have  his  fupporr, 

Mr.  M;lm  faid,  he  really  thought  the  new  tax  would  prove  Mr.Mtfuy. 
an  oppreffive  and  fevere  tax.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that 
the  tax  on  windows  had  never  been  a  popular  tax,  but  very 
much  the  contrary.  After  a  few  other  remarks,  he  faid,  his 
fears  and  feelings  upon  the  fubjeft  were  much  extenuated* 
front  a  confideratiort  of  the  whole  of  the  condud  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  propofed  the  bill*  With  regard 
to  the  new  taxes,  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fhewt* 
fo  much  readinefs  to  concede  upon  every  point,  that  he 
could  venture  to  do  fo  confidently  with  the  public  fafety, 
that  he  felt  a  thorough  confidence  in  his  propofing  the  prefent 
fubftitution. 

Mr.  Jlderman  Watfm  rofe  to  exprefs  his  approbation  of  the  Mr.  Aider* 
bill,  which  would,  he  was  perfuaded,  be  attended  wkh  the  WttftWa 
nioft  faiut'ary  conferences.  He  painted  the  probable  effe&s 
of  the  bill  in  various  colours.  He  faid  his  conftituents  highly 
approved  of  it,  and  they  had  no  concerns  in-  fiftugglirig* 
The  bill  wOitM  abolifh  an  inefficient  tax,  and  provide  a  tac* 
that  would  be  efficient.  Among  other  of  its  good  cOnfe- 
quences,  tbdafltftance  it  would  afford  the  Eaft^tndia  Coto* 
pany  was  nOt the  lcaft.  Ftortrthat  circurriftance  tkft  coun- 
try would  derive  material  advantages ;  the  Oftrtpatty  con- 
tribute t6  ftrengthen  ou¥  nteritte,  and  th6  ext^htion  of  it* 
trad?  would  induce  it  to  fdndout  perhaps  t#erity  morefliips^ 
*  which  would  Enable  it  to  be  of  ftili  ritore  fervice  to  u*,  white 
it  fo  completely  changed  the  nature  of  the  tetf-cartying  trade, 
that  whereas  the  great  foreign  Eaft- India  Companies  now 
brought  home  the  teas  that  were  fmuggUd  ifjto  Great  Britain, 
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they  wpuld  leave  off  this  cuftom,  and  we  fhould  fupply  them 
id  future* 
5ir2dward  Sir  Edward  Afilty  faid,  he  was  extremely  forry  to  differ 
AAley.  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  opinion,  upon  any 
meafure  propofed  by  him,  but  he  feared  the  new  window 
tax  would  be  very  heavily  felt  in  the  country,  and  that  the 
fcheme  would  not  anfwer  the  end,  fo  far  as  to  prevent  Snug- 
gling and  infure  teas  cheaper  to  the  public  in  the  proportion 
thathad  been  fuggefted  Sir  Edward  faid,  what  he  rofe 
for  principally  was,  to  intreat  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, as  the  bill  was  a  bill  of  experiment  to  make  it  a  tern- . 
porary  bill  only. 
Mr.  Eden,  .  Mr.  Eden  began  witfy  controverting  feveral  of  the  pofitions 
of  Alderman  Watfon.  He  faid,  as  an  Alderman  of  London, 
•  it  well  became  the  worthy  magiftrate  to  fay  the  citizens  of 
London  had  no  concerns  in  fmuggling,  but  as  Chairman  of 
the  Smuggling  Committee,  it  would  ill  become  him  to  fit 
ftill,  and  admit  it>  after  what  he  had  heard  and  learnt,  when 
fitting  on  that  Committee.  A  fecond  remark  of  the  worthy 
magiftrate,  he  muft  likewife  combat,  and  that  was,  that  the 
Eaft-India  Company  had  ftrengthened  our  marine..  The 
general  opinion  had  been  exaftly  the  reverfe.  Another  af- 
fcrtion  made  by  the  honourable  Alderman,  he  muft  alia  beg 
leave  to  contradift,  and  that  was,  that  the  bill  abolifhedan 
inefficient  tax,  and  inftituted  one  that  would  be  efficient. 
The  tea  tax,  as  it  flood  at  prefent,  might  certainly  not  be 
fo  produ&ive  as  it  was  expefted  to  have  proved,  but  while 
it  produced  near  a  million  of  money,  it  could  not  be  faid  to 
be  inefficient.  And  with  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  new 
window  tax,  Mr.  Eden  faid,  he  had  very  great  doubts  in- 
deed* Mr.  Eden  purfued  three  other  obje&ions  to  what  had 
fallen  from  Mr.  Watfon.  He  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  bill  itfelf,  and  to  point  out  paffages  that  required  alte- 
ration. He  faid  it  appeared  to  him  to  counteraft  its  own 
principle.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  opened  it 
upon  a  principle  of  fubftitution,  but  was  that  principle  ad- 
hered to  t  The  tax  it  propofed  on  windpws,  was,  he  per- 
ceived, a  confiderable  alteration  of  the  propofition  upon 
that  fubje&  ftated  in  the  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Smuggling ;  that  table  did  not  carry  the  rates  fo  high  as  they 
were  carried  in  the  prefent  bill.  And  indeed,  to  fay  the 
truth,  now  he  faw  the  plan  in  detail,  his  expectations  of  its 
practicability  and  produ&ivehefs  were  mnch  narrowed,  in 
companion  to  his  ideas  of  the  feafibility  of  the  meafure 
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,wl*e»  he  <c6nfcrited  to  infert  the  table  of  rates  that  appeared 
ia.  the. Report, of  the  Committee  on  Smuggling.    There  were 
p^rt*  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  .required  alteration  ; 
what  he  therefore  wiftied  for  was,  to  have  the  bill  re-com- 
roitted  ;  but  fir  ft  he  would  ftate  one  or  two  points,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  require  correction  and  explanation.     In' 
the  fiift  place,  he  faw  not  upon  what  principle  thofe  perfons 
who  had  more  than  one  houfe  were  to  pay  the  duty,  when 
thofe  who  had  more  than  two  houfes  were  to  pay  it  only  upon 
tjaro.    The  fame  reafon  muftr  hold  in  both  cafes,  either  all 
houfes  fhould  be  fubje&ed  to  the  tax,  or  only  one  belonging 
to  each  perfen,  becaufe  the  owner  of  one  or  more  houfes 
cojuld  only  refide  in  one  houfe  at  a  time.     Another  point  of 
view  in  which  this  claufe  ftruck  him  as  extremely  oppreffive  . 
was  in  refpecT:  to  minors  and  guardians*    Were  minors  to  be 
charged  for  two  houfes?  If  they  were,  it  might  become  a 
consideration  with  guardians,  when  minors  came  into  pof- 
feiHoQ  of  two  or  more  large  old  manfions  at  two  years  of  age 
and  under,  Whether  it  would  not  be  more  prudent  to  pull 
down  the  houfes  at  once,  rather  than  fubjeft  their  wards 
to  the  expence  of  forty  pounds  a  year  for  almoft  twenty 
years  together.     Again,    another  matter  which  had  been 
ibentjoned  to  him  that  day  in  the  lobby  by  a  clergyman,  a 
perfect  Granger  to  him,  ftruck  him  as  a  peculiar  hardfhip, 
and  that  was,  there  was  no  exemption  in  the  bill  for  fchool 
houfes.    Now  there  were,  he  conceived,  ten  thoufand  of 
thefc  buildings  in  the  kingdom,  and  no  tea  was  drank  in  them 
of  courfe.    Why  then  ought  they  to  befubjeft  to  the  tax  ? 
Another  hardfhip  was  this ;  there  were  in  every  county,  old 
houfes  full  of  windows,  that  had  formerly  been  the  manfion 
houfes  of  gentlemen,  but  the  buildings  had  fallen  into  decay, 
and  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  large  farmers.     Of  thefe 
he  had  feen  five  or  fix  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  and  furely 
it  was  very  hard  to  charge  them  after  the  rate  exprefTed  in 
the  table  in  the  bill.    Another  clafs  of  houfes,  he  had  lately 
obferved,  which  confifted  of  houfes  of  from  eight  to  twelve 
windows  each,  that  had  got  out  of  repair,  and  were  become 
the  residence  of  labourers  and  their  families,  who  certainly 
could  not  afford  to  pay  the  new  tax,  which  would  in  fome 
cafes  more  than  double  the  rent.    When  the  bill  was  origi- 
nally opened,  Mr.  Eden  faid,  a  claufe  had  been  talked  of 
relative  to  which  he  had  fince  heard  nothing,  and  the  bill, 
tpok  no  notice  of  it,  though  it  certainly  would  have  produced 
much  revenue.    He  meant  a  claufe  obliging  coffce-houfe- 
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keepers,  matters  of  tea-drinking  houfes,  and  fuch  large  < 
fumers  of  tea,  to  take  out  an  annual  Hcenee.  Why  thia 
waft  dropped  be  was  at  a  lofi  to  imagine.  Mr,  Bden  aflced, 
if  the  collectors  of  the  new  window  tax  were  to  have  the 
fame  proportion  of  poundage  upon  their  colle&ion  of  the 
new  tax  as  upon  the  colle&ioA  of  the  old  tax,  becaufe  the 
film  being  fo  much  larger,  he  fhould  imagine  considerably 
lefs  would  pay  them  Sufficiently  ?  He  next  pointed  out  a 
miftake  about  the  date  of  the  day  the  operation  of  the  tax 
was  to  commence  in  Scotland,  and  after  fcmc  other  remarks, 
(among  which  he  included  a  laugh  at  Lord  Mahon,  for  hit 
remarks  on  a  former  day  about  the  brick  tax)  Mr.  Eden  con- 
cluded with  repeating  his  wifhes  that  the  bill  might  be  re- 
committed. 
Mr.  Refc.  M*.  Rt>Jfe  faid,  hi  would  endeavour  to  clear  up  the  doubts 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  to  fhew  that  the  ob- 
jections he  had  ftated  had  lefs  weight  than  he  feemed  to  ima- 
gine. Mr.  Rofc  then  ran  through  moft  of  Mr.  Eden's  ob- 
lervatioas,  anfwering  them  one  after  another.  With  regard 
to  minors  not  paying  for-  their  houfes,  he  alked  if  die  right 
honourable  gentleman  thought  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ought 
not  to  pay  for  his  houfes  i  His-  efiabiilhtnents  were  kept  up 
there,  and  tea  was  drank  in  them,  though  not,  perhaps,  by 
hmifelf.  So  with  other  minors,  thei*  fcrvants  and  houfe- 
holde  were  in  thei*  houfes,  and  therefore  the  houfes  ought  to 
be  charged.  But  if  it  was  thought  a  hardship,  an  eafy  re- 
medy was  at  baud*  Let  the  guardians  ijiut  up  the  houfes; 
aftdtben  they  wouM  not  be  charged,  beeatsfe  no  houfe  but  inch 
as  was  occupied  was  chargeable  tinder  the  bill.  With  rcgarf 
to  the  clafs  of  houfes  of  from  eight  to  twelve  windows,  inha* 
bited  by  labourers,  he  conceived  they  all  were  exempted,  the 
bill  enacting,,  that  no  hou&s^  the  refidents  in  which  were 
excufed  paying  to  church  and  poor,  fhoukt  be  rateable  ta 
the  new  window  tax.  In  sefpett  to  the  fchool  hoefos,  that 
matter  had  not  been  overlooked  J  o*  the  contrary,  i&uch 
trouble  had  been  laken  to  provide  an  exemption,  but  after  a 
considerable  deaA  of  convention  that  he  had  held  that  Very 
day  with  fevesal  of  the  perfects  concerned  as  maftcrs  of  the 
fchool-houfcfc,  they  had  tbetnfelves  been  convinced  that  it 
was  utterly  impoffible  to  provide  an  exemption,  without 
opening  a  door  te  great  abufe.  As  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  queftion  abeut  the  eetib&ors  poundage,  the  col- 
le&ort  and  afrcflbre  were  generally  one  and  the  fame  perform* 
awd  it  was  meant,  diet  they  fbouW  receive  the  feme  pewn 
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4*ge,  atthey  already  received  for  collt&ing  the  old  window 
tax,  viz.  two-pence  in  the  pound,  which,  confidering  the 
fmall  number  of  houfes  in  many  villages,  and  the  trouble  of 
going  about,  Scarcely  paid  them  for  fhoe  leather,  and  pent, 
ink,'  and  paper.  This  new  tax,  Mr.  Rofe  faid,  would 
.give  the  collectors  new  trouble,  as  they  muft  keep  feparate 
books  on  purpofe  for  it.  With  regard  to  feveral  of  the  other 
objections  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  they  were 
mere  errors  of  the  printed  copy  of  the  bill,  all  of  which  wei» 
corrected  in  the  manufeript  copy  that  he  held  in  his  hand. 
With  refpeft  to  the  claufe  relative  to  licences  to  be  taken 
out  by  coffee-houfe  keepers  and  inn-keepers,  that  had  been 
all  along  under  contemplation,  and  one  or  two  claufes  bad 
actually  been  drawn,  but  they  were  not  thought  adequate  to 
.the  purpofe.  Indeed  there  was  much  greater  difficulty  found 
in  managing  that  bufinefs  than  had  been  conceived,  becaufe 
every  inn-keeper  making  coffee,  and  fo  many  perfons  deal- 
ing in  it,  it  'was  extremely  embaf  raffing  how  to  exprefs  any 
claufe,  fo  as  to  make  it  embrace  the  whole  of  its  objed,  A 
claufc,  however,  would  be  prepared,  and  he  meant  to  move 
at  by  way  of  rider  at  the  third  reading. 

The  Lor d  Ahocate  (Mr.  J.  Campbell)  faid  he  had  received  The  to* 
Humbeflefs  letters  and  packets  from  his  conftituents,  on  dif-  A*m*s. 
ferentpublic  topics,  but  they  had  not  iti  any  one  of  them 
exprefled  tbemfclves  difpleafed  with  the  propofed  window  tax. 
With  regard  to  foirits,  he  had  received  inftruftions  to  pro- 
mote any  proportion  for  preventing  the  fmuggling  of  that 
article  as  much  as  poffible. 

yij.Mtinwdring  declared,  hf  had  drawn  a  claufe  Co  pfo-  Mr.  Irfaia- 
vide  an  exemption  for  (chool- houfes,  and,  he  faid,  there  wiring. 
was  no  difficulty  in  it;  the  bill  did  of  itfelf :  that  claufe, 
which  flood  in  page  aa,  for  the  exemption  of  hofpitals,  being 
expreflly  adapted  to  the  purpofe,  with  the  mere  change  of 
4he  Vrord  of  «  Hofpitals,*  to  *  School  Hoiifes.'  Mr.  Main- 
waring  expatiated  on  the  hardfhips  of  fubjtidiog  fchook  to 
the  tax ;  and  he  put  the  cafe,  if  a  gentleman  had  two  houfes, 
-&i*d  four  or  five  fons  at  different  fchools ;  if  fei&ob  were  not 
-exempted,  he  would  .pay  the  tax  fix  or  feven  times  over. 

Sir  Peter  Burrell  confxdered  the  tax  as  an  addition  to  thfe  sir  Peter 
.bod  ta*f  and  therefore  dbjeaed  to  ic    He  alfo  particularly  B»r«u. 
complained  of  the  hardfliip  of  gentlemen  being  obliged  to 
.pay  for  two  houfes,  as  they  could  only  refide  in  one,  *nd 
ate  was  not  the  beverage  of  their  grooms  and  men  fef  vants, 
^rtio  might  remain  in  tkair  other  Honf* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Drrap.      Mr.  T)tmpfltriz\&y  his  conftituents  had  not,  like  tbofctof  hh 
404  Tight  honourable  friend,  (the  Lord  Advocate)  been- -filent  on 

the  fubjeft.  They  had  written  to  him,  to  require  his  endea- 
vours to  have  the  tax  laid  in  a  manner  nearer  to  (bmethiog 
-like  a  degree  of  equality  and  fairnefs  ;  as  the  tax  flood  in  the 
bill,  the  reverie  of  fairnefs  was  the  charafieriftic  of  it.  Mr. 
Dempfterfaid,  he  wondered  not  at  the  two  members  for  the 
city  of  London  Handing  up  and  praifing  the  tax.  It  took 
off  a  heavy  tax  on  London,  and  diftributed  it  to  the  farther- 
moft  parts  of  the  kingdom.  In  London  moft  of  the  high 
priced  tea  was  drank,  and  in  London  there  was  the  grcatett 
facility  of  getting  it  from  the  India  Company,  and  the  great* 
eft  difficulty  in  fmuggliog  it.  The  alteration  therefore  wis 
abundantly  in  favour  of  London,  and  againft  the  country, 
particularly  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Mr.  Demp- 
fter  exemplified  his  argument  by  producing  a  written  calcu- 
lation of  what  a  ftreet  in  Scotland,  confifting  of  fixty  houfes, 
would  pay  towards  it,  and  how  much  Lombard-ftreet,  which 
he  alfo  conceived  to  contain  about  fixty  homes,  would  pay 
towards  it.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ftreet  in  the  North,  he 
faid,  were  but  poor,  and  if  he  was  able  to  prove  that  their 
income  upon  an  average  amounted  to  fifty  pounds  a  houfc, 
he  was  fure  he  fhould  receive  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the 
whole  ftreet ;  the  houfes  contained  about  twenty  windows 
•each,  and  the  extreme  of  the  rents,  he  was  perfoaded,  was 
ten  pounds  a  houfc:  they  would  pay  to  the  new  tax  two 
pounds  fifteen  (hillings  per  houfe,  or  an  hundred  and  fixty- 
£ve  pounds  in  the  whole,  which  was  one  feventeenth  part  of 
their  income  :  whereas  the  houfes  in  Lombard-ftreet,  con- 
taining alfo  about  twenty  windows  each,  rented  upon  an 
average  at  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  moftly  inhabited 
by  bankers  and  perfons  whofe  incomes  were  at  leaft  2000L.  a 
year,  would  pay  no  more,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftreet 
in  London  would  not  pay  one  feven  hundredth  part  of  their 
income.  Mr.  Oempfter  dilated  upon  this  demonftrably  un- 
equal operation  of  the  new  window- tax,  and  faid,  as  he  did 
not  wifh  to  find  fault  without  at  the  feme  time  propofing  a 
remedy  for  the  evil  he  complained  of,  he  fuggefted,  that  in 
lieu  of  the  intended  tax  on  windows,  ten  per  cent,  fhould  be 
laid  on  the  land-tax,  which  would,  he  faid,  produce  400,000!. 
An  additional  houfe-tax,  according  to  the  rate  of  rents 
200,0001.  more,  and  the  reft  might  be  laid  on  windows. 
Mr.  Dempfter  alfo  pointed  out  the  ncceffity  of  allowing  the 
country  dealers  to  return  their  ftocks  of  unfold  tea  to  the 
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Company,  as  well  as  the  town  dealers,  obferving,  that  as  the 
Jatter  were  near  the  warehoufes  of  the  Company,  they  could 
take;  out  their  teas  by  the  fingle  cheft,  whereas  the  country 
tea  dealers  were  obliged  to  keep  a  much  larger  ftock  in  hand. 

Mr.  Hammet  rofe  to  correft  Mr-  Dempfter's  miftakes.  Mr.  Ham. 
Mr,  Hammet  affured  the  honourable  gentleman  that  many  mct- 
of  the  houfes  in  Lombard-ftreet  were  inhabited  by  petty  fhbp- 
keeptrs,  and  that  he  erred  by  more  than  half  the  number  of 
houfes  in  the  ftreet.  With  regard  to  the  bankers  who  Jived 
in  Lombard -ftreet,  almoft  all  of  them  kept  two  houfes,  which 
was  a  reafon  in  his  mind,  why  two  houfes  fhould  be  paid  for. 
Mr.  Hammet  faid,  the  tax  fhould  have  his  hearty  fupport. 

•  Sir  Charles  Bamjylde  faid    a   few  words  about  the  Weft  of  SIr  Charles 
England,  obferving  that  if  the  Minifter  wifhed  to  preferve  Bamf>lde- 
his  popularity  there,  he  muft  find  out  a  more  fair  and  impar- 
tial tax  than  the  new  tax  on  windows. 

Sir  WiUiam  Cunynghame  contended  againft  it  ftrenuoufly  SirW.Cu- 
as  partial  and  oppreffive,  and  particularly  fo  with  regard  to  "yngkame. 
Scotland.     Sir  William  produced  a  table  of  expences  upon 
black  teas,  by  which  he  proved  that  fmuggling  would  not  be 

Iirevented  by  the  operation  of  the  bill,  mould  it  pafs  into  a 
aw,  which  he  faid,  he  hoped  would  not  be  the  caie. 

•  Mr.  Courteney  faid,  he  would  oppofe  the  intended  fubfti-  Mr.  Cour. 
tution  tax,  as  a  zealous  and  hearty  fupporter  of  the  prefent  tcn*y* 
AdminiM  ration,  becaufe  he  thought  it  would  tend  very  much 

to  increafe  that  unpopularity  which  they  had  already  acquired 
by  their  whole  fyftem  of  taxation,  and  by  their  conduct  in  » 
other  inftances  this  feffion.  Still  he  admitted  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  again  evinced  his  gratitude  to 
the  Eaft-India  Company  .by  his  laft  exertion  in  their  favour, 
as  an  additional  window  tax  would  certainly  promote  the 
tmiverfal  ufe  and  confumption  of  tea,  for  this  folid  and  fub- 
fiantial  reafon  :  Every  man  would  now  feel  himfelf  taxed 
for  the  privilege  of  drinking  tea  (whether  he  chofe  to  drink 
it  or  not)  therefore. he  would  now  certainly  drink  it  (though 
he  had  never  done  fo  before)  becaufe  he  muft  be  fuppofed  to 
a&  on  a  rational  motive,  by  confuming  a  commodity  for 
which  he  muft  pay,  rather  than  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
paying  for  it,  though  he  did  not  confume  it.  By  this  means 
the  univerfal  ufe  of  tea  would  be  adopted,  and  of  courfe 
(which  was:  kthe  dire&  object  of  this  bill)  a  monopoly  be 
eftablifhed,  and  a  new  minifterial  ediQ:  be  enforced  in  their 
favour,  obligatory  on  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  kingdom. 
An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  B.  Wajfon)  had  faid,  that 
.   Vol. XVI.  Ddd  his 
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his  conftituents,  the  citizens  of  London,  had  no  objedHon 
to  this  tax,  as  they  were  not  fmugglers.    Mr.  Courtenay 
cxpreffed  his  great  fatisfa£kion  at  hearing  this  from  fuch  good 
authority,  as  the  city  of  London  had  formerly  (though  it 
feems  they  were  now  reformed)  lain  under  fuch  an  invidious 
imputation :  that  this  was  even  within  a  century  the  preva- 
lent opinion ;  as  a  comic  writer,  who  thought  it  expedient 
to  introduce  an  alderman  on  the  ftage,  at  the  fame  time 
dubbed  him  with  an  appellation  characteriftic  of  his  profef- 
fion,  by  calling  him  Alderman  Smuggler.    This  he  only 
mentioned,  to  prove  the  former  fentiments  of  the  Public  on 
this  point,  not  to  invalidate  or  contradift  the  honourable 
gentleman's  aflertion,  but  rather  to  congratulate  him  on  the 
recent  eonverfion  of  his  conftituehts.    Bat  there  was  another 
point,  on  which  he  muft  beg  leave  to  differ  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  who  had  talked  of  the  mighty  benefits 
derived  from  the  Eaft-India  Company,   by  iocreafing    the 
number  of  failors,  and  confequently  the  maritime  force  of 
this  country.    But  if  his  information  was  well  founded  (and 
he  derived  it  from  an  excellent  trail:  on  the  fubje&t  written 
by  Lieutenant  Tomlinfon,  who  was  generally  acknowledged 
to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  fubjedt)  trie  commerce  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company  was  rather  prejudicial  to  the  maritime 
dlrength  of  Britain.     He  (Lieutenant  Tomlinfon)  alledged, 
that  not  above  a  third  of  the  failors  fent  out  to  India  ever 
returned,   and  moft  of  them  fo  debilitated  and  worn  out, 
that  they  were  rarely  fit  for  any  other  fervice ;  and  he  par- 
ticularly pointed  out  the  injudicious  method  adopted  by  the 
Company  of  employ ingEnglifli  faitors  on  the  coafting  trade 
in  India.     Mr.  Courtenay  then  faid,  he  fhould  make  a  few 
obfervations  on  the  principle  of  the  tax  itfelf.     It  feerned, 
indeed,  to  have  been  borrowed,  not  from  any  fimilar  mode 
of  taxation  hitherto  eflablifhed  in  this  country  ;  he  therefore 
apprehended  it  was  borrowed  from  the  fait  tax  in  France ; 
there  an  impoft  was  laid  on  that  article,  and  every  man  was 
obliged  to  take  and  pay  for  fuch  a  quantity,  whether  he 
wanted  it  or  not ;  he  had  no  option,  whether  he  confumed 
it  or  not  he  muft  pay  for  it.     As  the  prefent  Adminiftration 
had  attempted  to  elevate  the  Commons  of  England  to  the 
fame  rank,  and  endue  them  With  the  fame  franc hifes  as  the 
French  Parliament,  it  was  perfe&ly  confiftent  in  them  to 
introduce  a  fimilar  principle  of  taxation  ;  and  no  doubt  the 
People  of  England  would  be  highly  flattered,  and  perfe&ly 
reconciled  to  an  impoft  which  had  been  fubmrtted  to  by  a 

nation 
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nation  fo  highly  celebrated  for  their  fuperior  fkill  in  arts* 
arms,  and  fciences,  (efpecially  in  their  management  of  air- 
balloons).  Such  a  happy  precedent  would  have  the  beft  ef- 
fe&f  and  prevent  all  murmuring  and  difcootent;  for  why 
fhauld  Englifhmen  complain,  when  they  were  considered  as 
equally  intitled  to  the  fame  treatment  with  the  moft  polite 
and  diftinguifhed  nation  in  the  world.  The  tendernefs  and 
benignity  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  evident 
in  another  inftance.  The  foreign  Companies  had  imported 
vaft  quantities  of  tea,  folely  to  (upply  this  market :  at  pre* 
lent  there  were  three  million  of  pounds  at  Oflend ;  this  large 
ilock  (Mr.  Courtenay  (aid  he  was  informed)  had  been  of- 
fered at  prime  coft  to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  refufed. 
Why?  furely  from  no  other  motive  but  the  generous  one:  ' 
They  knew  that  this  large  flock  muft  be  difpofed  of  in  Eng- 
land at  say  rate ;  therefore,  let  the  duties  on  tea,  and  the 
prices  here  be  ever  fo  much  lowered,  ftill  the  foreign  mer- 
chants muft  difpofe  of  their  flock,  and  confequently  would 
ftill  continue  to  fmuggle  their  tea,  and  to  underfel  the  Eaft- 
.  India  Company ;  therefore  the  people  of  England  would 
derive  the  additional  advantage  of  buying  both  the  foreign 
finoggled  tea  cheaper  than  ever,  and  exclufive  of  the  eflen- 
tial  benefits  derived  from  this  fubflitutiqn  tax.  Here  was  a 
confpicuous  proof  of  the  minifter's  wifdom,  who  by  the  fame 
bill  both  checked  and  encouraged  fmuggling  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  People  of  England  *  and  in  order  to  conci- 
liate their  afie&ions,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  his  new 
fyftem  of  finance.  There  were  alfo  five  millions  of  tea  at 
Hambourg,  which  would  certainly  be  imported  and  fold 
here  at  the  fame  reduced  price.  Some  objections,  Mr. 
Courtenay  obferved,  had  been  ftarted,  and  anfwered  in  a 
moft  brief,  fummary,  compendious  Treafury  fpecies  of  logic 
by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rofe)  whofe  decifiue  in- 
formation was  always  convincing  and  conclusive.  It  had 
been  alledged,  that  this  tax  was  partial  and  oppreffive,  and 
bore  hard  on  minors.  What  is  the  honourable  gentleman's, 
folution  of  the  difficulty  ?    There  is  one  method,  fays  he,  of 

Kting  rid  of  the  tax.  Let  the  aggrieved  minor  (inftead  of 
jping  a  fervant  in  the  houfe)  fhut  it  up ;— it  is  furprifing 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  attempt  to  prove  .the  tax 
was  optional,  as  he  might  with  equal  reafon  and  propriety 
have  told  us,  "  If  you  don't  chufe  to  pay  this  equitable 
"  fubftitution,  ihut  up  your  windows,  and  by  this  means 
u  you  will  get  rid  both  of  the  old  and  new  tax."  However, 
+  D  d  d  a  he 
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he  was  apprehenfive,  that  even  if  the  honourable  gentk- 
man's  counfel  was  taken,  it  would  etfedually  anfwer  the 
purpofe.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  certainly  ima- 
gined this  fugacious  mode  of  evading  the  fubftitution  would 
be  adopted ;  and  therefore  (in  his  confummate  wifdom)  the 
tax  on  candles  preceded  it ;  and  he  thus  a£ted  like  an  ac- 
compliihed  financier,  juflly  confidering,  that  if  people  fhutout 
the  light  of  the  fun,  they  muft  burn  candles,  and,  therefore, 
what  he  would  lofe  by  one  tax,  he  would  gain  by  die  other. 
Several  invidious  reflexions  had,  he  faid,  been  made  on  the 
partiality,  inequality,  and  opprefiivenefs  of  this  fhbftitntional 

•  import,  but  nirely  without  good  and  fufficient  reaibn.  It 
muft  flatter  the  pride  of  the  poor  and  middling  rank  of 
people  to  be  treated  as  perfons  of  confequence,  and  to  be  rated 
accordingly  ;  and  many  fhopkeepers  in  the  country,  who  oc- 
cupy large  houfes,  will  find  themfelves  on  a  level  (in  point  of 
being  taxed)  with  the  firil  merchants  in  London ;  and  cer- 
tainly this  is  the  true  criterion  of  the  importance  and  dignity 

-  of  every  individual  in  a  free  ftate ;  the  inhabitants  of  North 
Britain  (though  not  perhaps  quite  fo  opulent)  are  placed  on 
the  fame  level  with  their  fellow  fubjeds  of  the  South  5  and 
an  anonymous  ftreet  in  St.  Andrew's  pays  as  mnch  to  the 
State  as  the  moil  opulent  one  in  the  metropolis ;  Lombard- 
ftreet ! — Mr.  Courteriay  concluded  by  expreffing  in  the  flrong- 
eft  manner,  his  fincere  wifli  that  the  people  in  general  would 

•  remain  content,  and  fubmit  peaceably,  like  good  and  obedient 
fubje&s,  to  (what  might  by  factious  men  be  deemed)  a  bur- 
den fo  eflential  to  the  fupport  of  Admtniftration  and  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  who  might  by  this  means,  and 
their  ufual  ceconomy  and  good  management,  be  enabled  to 
pay  their  creditors,  the  bill-holders ;  and  perhaps  (from  their 
ufual  principles  of  liberality)  repay  the  public  intereft,  which 

.    the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  from  the  abundance  of  his 

gratitude,  had  lately  bellowed  on  them. 

Mr.  Alder.       Mr.  Alderman  fVatfbn  rofe  again,  and  after  a  fliort  obfer- 

Watfon.      vation  on  the  Eaft-India  Company,  faid,  the  honourable gen- 

.  tieman  who  fpoke  laft,   would  pleafe  to  remember,  that  if 

one  comic  writer  bad  introduced  Alderman  Smuggler  to  the 

ftage,  another  comic  writer  had  exhibited  a  Coppex  Captain. 

[TheHoufe  burft  into  a  fit  of  laughter  at  this  retort.] 

Mr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fo'x  faid,  he  obje&ed  to  the  principle  0f  tbe  bill,  as 

well  as.  to  many  parts  of  its  detail*  becaufe  it  was  founded  on 

a  deception,  and  held  that  out  as  a  commutation,  which  was 

no  commutation  whatever  \,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  takin 

2  o; 
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off  a  tax  upon  a  luxury,  to  lay  a  tax  upon  a  neceflary,  and*  not 
only  laying  a  tax  on  a  neceflary,  but  laying  k  in  a  way,  at 
once  partial,  unequal,  and  oppreffive,  by  making  the  poor  pay 
for  the  rich,  and  taxing  thofe  that  did  not  drink  tea,  in  ordec 
to  accommodate  thofe  who  did,  and  to  enable  them  to  drink 
their  tea  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  bill,  he  faid,  to  have  come 
before  the  Public  fairly,  ought  to  have  been  divided,  and 
broughtfa  tfs  two  bills  ;  the  one,  a  bill  declaring,  that  for  the 
better  prevention  of  fmuggling,  Parliament  found  it  expedient 
to  take  off  the  fubflfting  high  duties  on  teas,  and  in  their 
flead  to  lay  a  low  duty  of  twelve  pence  halfpenny  per  cent* 
ad valorem  only  ;  and  the  other,  a  bill  to  lay  certain  additional 
duties  on  windows.  Had  thetwo  bills  been  fo  brought  in,  they 
-would  have  ftood  upon  their  feparate  principles,  and  might 
have  been  feparately  examined  and  difcuffed.     There  would 

'  then  bave  been  no'  fallacy,  no  deception,  nor  any  ground  for 
the  objection  he  was  then  ftating,  viz,  that  the  bill  as  it  ftood, 
tended  to  deceive  and  to  miflead  ;   that  it  told  the  Public  it 

-  did  one  thing,  while  in  fedfc  it  did  another  dire&ly  the  reverfe 
of  what  it  affected  to  do.     The  new  tax  on  windows,  propo 

<  fed  \fy  the  prefent  bill,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  was  an  exceeding  heavy 
hurden  laid  upon  the  Public,  and  he  was  far  from  faying  that 
heavy  burdens  were  not  actually  neceflary.  He  knew  they 
were,  and  however  other  gentlemen  might  think,  he  was 
convinced,  that  ftill  heavier  burdens  were  neceflary  and  muft 
be  impofed  before  the  country  could  be  retrieved,  but  what  he 
meant  to  contend  for,  was,  that  when  burdens  were  laid  upon 
the  People,  there  fhould  never  be  pradtifed  the  frnalleft  at* 
tempt  to  deceive  them  ;  they  fhould  be  dealt  with  honed!  y 
and  openly,  and  not  blinded  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  tax, 
which  undoubtedly  they  were  on  the  prefent  occalion,  fince 
windows  had  no  mote  neceflary  relation  to  tea,  than  bricks, 
or  hats,  or  hories,  nor  any  other  of  the  objects  fele&ed  for 
taxation  this  year.  From  this  remark,  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to 
confider  the  bill  as  to  its  object  ;  and  he  faid  upon  this  head, 
undoubtedly  fmuggling  could  not  be  prevented  effectually  by 
merely  lowering  the  duty  upon  teas ;  fpirits,  as  an  honour- 
able gentleman,  a  friend  of  his  had  well  remarked,  were  an  ar- 
ticle of  fmuggling  equally  neceflary  to  be  attended  to,  but  no 
man  could  look  at  the  idea  of  extending  the  principle  of  thebiH 
to  fpirits,  without  feeling  even  more  horror  than  they  felt  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  becaufe  it  was  not  to  be  borne,  that  men 
fhould  he  called  on  to  pay  a  tax  upon  their  houfes  for  drink- 
ing fpirits  in  them.  Spirits,  he  obferved,  were  a  fpecies  of 
-"•/..'  •'  luxury 
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luxury  ftill  more  a  luxury  than  tea,  and  to  tax  all  description* 
of  men  as  the  pcefent  bill  did,  in  refped  to  the  pretence  tUat 
they  might  drink  fpirits  in  their  houfes  if  they  chafe  it,  was 
foroething  too  bad  to  be  thought  on  for  a  moment.    Hisgra?d 
objedlion  to  the  principles  of  the  bill  was,  that  the  bill  was 
compulfory,  and  not  optional.    This  was,  to  the  highefi  de- 
gree, unjuft  andoppreffive  ;  and  this  it  was  that  took  from  it 
the  femblaoce  as  well  as  the  reality  of  its  heme  a  commuta- 
tion.   As  the  commencement  of  a  fyftem  of  regql-fcion  of 
finance,  it  might  have  been  unobje&ionaMe,  had  it  npt  ;be*n 
compulfory.    If,  for  inftance,  it  had  been  enaAed,  that  the 
occupiers  o/  fucb  houfes  as  chofe  to  drink  tea  Were  obliged  to 
take  out  lioenfes  annually,  after  a  rate  proportionate  IP  the 
fize  of  their  houfes,  in  that  cafe  it  certainly  would  ha»  been 
a  commutation  and  an  optional  tax  ;  and  had  pexfoos  cot- 
viewed  of  drinking  tea  in  their  houfes,  without  haying  taken 
out  fuch  a  licenfe,  been  fubjeft  to  a  heavy  penalty,  beihouW 
have  thought  it  perfe&ly  fair  and  perfe&iy  *mfcnafcfce.    Such 
a  fyftem  of  regulation  might  have  been  afterwards  followed 
by  other  licenfes  for  wine,  &c„  bj*t  as  the  tax  Atod  in  the 
bill,  the  drinkers  of  tea  and  thofe  who  never  dranji  tea, 
were  confounded  together ;    and  in  order  to  lighten  the 
burdens  which  ought  to  have  been  borne  by  the  former, 
the  latter  were  taxed,  and  the  poor,    who  had  fceqo  too 
much  prefled  upon  already  by  the  taxes  of  the  year,  were 
to-be  ground  down,  and  feverely  oppreffed.    Tea,  Mr.  Foot 
laid,  was,  of  all  commodities,  one  of  the  heft  iiibjefts  of 
taxation,  becaufe  the  beft  poflible  recommendation  of  -any 
taxes  was,  that  it  would  be  equally  beneficial*  whether  it 
proved  produ&iv.e  or  not.    What  he  meant  by  this*  <he  laid, 
.was,  that  if  the  taxes  proved  produ&ive,  it  aofwered  that 
way  ;  and,  if  it  did  not,  in  that  cafe  the  confumption  was 
not  fufficiently  great  to  check  the  confumption  of  feme  other 
article,  the  roaoufafture  or  the  growth  of  our  own  country, 
faun  which,  a  revenue,  equally  large,  might  be  derived.     If, 
.notwithstanding  that  the  duties  hitherto  paid  on  teas  pro- 
duced 900,000!.  it  was  really  wifer  toraife  that  money  in  an- 
other  way ;  we  had  not,  faid  he,  heretofore  been  fo  much  ob- 
liged to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  as  had  been  thought,  be- 
caufe that  pofition  being  admitted,  it  followed*  that  without 
having  recourse  to  the  Company,  the  fame  revenue  might 
have  been  obtained  at  home  upon  our  own  houfes  and  our 
own  windows.    He  took  notice  of  the  Mtniftef's  read'mefs  to 
concede  on  any  point  that  concerned  himfelf  and  his  own 
apinion  merely,  and  of  his  obftinacy  in  denying  to  concede 

in 
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in  the  leaft,  where  the  benefit  of  the  Eaft-Iiidia  Company 
was  the  objed.  It  had,  he  fa  id,  of  late  been  the  practice 
to  cry  up  the  great  importance  of  the  E aft -India  Com- 
pany, and  to  contend,  that  every  thing  ought  to  be 
Sacrificed  to  the  benefit  of  that  Company  ;  he  fuppofed, 
therefore*  that  ak  the  prefent  bill  had,  for  one  of  its  great 
objeds  the  a&ftancfc  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  die  Minifter, 
ready  as  he  had  been  on  a  late  oecafion  to  concede  his  own 
opinion  to  clamour  and  to  the  arguments  of  oppofition*  would 
not  on  the  prefent*  concede  in1  the  leaft,  or  confent  40  alter  in 
any  material  refpeA,  a  bill  equally  on  warrantable  in  its  prin- 
ciple and  defective  in  the  detail  cff  its  dairies.  At  times,  ho 
fatd>  he  had  heard  taxes  for  luxuries  called  for  in  his  mind 
iter?  idly,  befcaufo  many  fuch  taxes*  hoWever  popular  they 
might  found  when  propofed,  Would  hare  tended  to  detriment 
the  reVertte  by  proving  unproductive.  Me  was  no«,  there- 
fore, for  having  the  idea  of  taxing  luxuries  carried  to  the  ex- 
tent that'  fortie  gentlemen  wiihed,  btft  when  a  tax  Wa&  laid 
upon  tea,  which  undoubtedly  was  a  luxury,  but  a  luxury  fo 
much  in  u(e,  that  it  came  near  to  be  a  neceffary,  and  when  that 
tax  was  fo  far  efficient  as  to  produce  near  a  million-  yearly,  he 
was  not  for  abandoning  that  tax  to  lay  a  tax  ort  an  abfelute 
neceffary,  which  houfes  undoubtedly  were.  Ntfr  wafc  he 
quite  fo  fore,  that  this  tax  upon  windows  would  prove  as  pro- 
chr&ive  a»  was  expeAed,  or  that  the  old  window  tax  would 
continue  as  efficient  as  it  had  been  hitherto  found  to  be.  Let 
gentleihen  remember,  that  when  the  window  fa*  as  it  flood 
at  that  day*  had  been  laft  augmented  and  regulated,  many 
perfons  blocked  up  fever  a  I  of  their  windows  to  avoid  pdying 
ic ;  now  a  tax  on  windows,  fo  much  heavier  was  irtipofed,  if 
was  natural  to  expe&  that  they  would  block  up  more,  by 
which  means,  not  only  the  efficiency  and  pfodu&ivenefs  of 
the  new  tax  would  be  checked,  but  the  produftivenefs 
of  the  old  window  tax  would  be  diminifhed.  Mr.  Fox, 
after  various  arguments  agafoft  the  general  principle  and  the 
probable  operation  of  the  bill,  fpoke  to  feveral  of  the  claufes, 
and  anittadvetted  on  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Rofe  had  an- 
fwered  Mr.  Eden's  remarks.  The  general  reply,  lie  faid,  had 
been,  "  Oh*  we  Ihall  bring  up  a  claufe  for  that,"  and  this  had 
been-  repeated  feveral  times,  which  was  a  pretty  ftrong  proof 
of  the  neceflBty  of  re-committing  the  bill.  His  right  honour-* 
able  friend  had  contended  very  wifely  aad  ably,  that  if  gentle- 
men having  three  houfes  were  not  to  pay  for  more  than  two, 
that  by  a  parity  of  argument,  thofe  who  had  two  houfes  ought 
not  to  pay  for  more  than  one.    This  was  undoubtedly  fair 

reafoning, 
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mfomng,'  and  the  fa£l  was,  that  if  the  prefent  were  a  tax  on 
houfes,  and  were,  meant  to  be  fuch,  every  houfe  in  the  poflef- 
fioti  of  any  perfon  ought  to  pay  ;  if  he  had  three,  all  three ; 
if  four,  all  four:  on,  the  contrary,  if  it  was. really  defigned 
as  a  mere  fubftitution  for  the  tea  tax,  in  that  .qafe,  only  one 
houfe  belonging  to  any  gentleman  ought  to  pay  it,  aud  that 
the  hoqfe  where  he  himfelf  refided,  as  that  would  be  the  houfe 
undoubtedly  in  which  tea  would  be  drank.  He  declared,  the 
only  reafoo  that  ftruck  his  mind,  that  could  be  urged  again  ft 
charging  every  houfe  belonging  to  gentlemen  who  had  feve- 
ralt  was,  that  it  was  recollected  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, in  opening  the  proportion  originally,,  had  ftated1,  that 
individuals  would  fave  by  paying  the  tax  inftead  of  paying  the 
high  prices  upon  teas,  and  it  was  thought  that  after  fuch  a 
declaration*  it  would  be  too  much  to  afk  a  gentleman  to  pay 
lor  four  houfes,  for  the  privilege  of  drinking  tea  in  one  of 
them.  He  adverted  to  the  queftyro  about  minors  and  guar- 
dians, aud  faid  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  anfwered 
that,  by  a&'mg  whether  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ought  not  to 
pay  the  tax?  Undoubtedly  he  ought,  but  as  the  bill  flood, 
the  tnifchief  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  a  minor  of  a 
certain  description,  who  had  a  fortune,  not  only  far  inferior, 
but  Scarcely  equal  to  his  fupport,  were  to  pay  the  fame  exa&ly. 
Mr.  Fox  dwelt  .on  this  for  iome  time,  and  pointed  out,  that 
t>y  the  inaccuracy  of  wording  one  of  the  claufes>  if  a  perfon 
pofleflqd  a  thoufand,  or  any  great  number  of  houfes,  let  out 
tf>  more. than  one  family  each,  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  pay 
the  tax  upon  no  more  than  two  of  them.  He  explained  this,  by 
fiie wing,  that  the  bill  ftated,  that  where  two  houfes  were  let 
to  more  than  one  family,  the  landlord  fhould,  in  that  cafe, 
be  taken  to  be  the  occupier ;  and  in  another  part  of  the  bill 
it  provided,  that  any  perfon  occupying  more  than  two  houfes, 
ihoukl  pay  only  for  two.  This,  however,  he  ftated  rather  as 
a  proof,  that  the  bill  wanted  verbal  .corre&ion  and  amend- 
ment, than  as  a  ferious  object  jon  to  it.  An  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  compared  the  prefent  proportion,  which  com- 
pelled all  perfons,  whether  they  drank  tea  or  not,  to  pay  a 
tax  for  it,  to  the  cuftom  of  obliging  every  perfon  in  France 
to  pay  a  tax  on  fait,  but  greatly  in  his  mind  to  the  injury  of 
the  mild  fpirit  of  French  taxation.  There  was,  he  faid,  no 
degree  of  comparifon  on  the  fcore  of  neceflity  between  the 
ufe  of  fait  and  of  tea.  The  latter  was  clearly  a  luxury,  and 
no  way  conducive  to  health,  perhaps  far  otherwife,  as  many 
had  thought*     Salt,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  neceflary,  and, 

therefore* 
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therefore,  it  was  far  lefs  oppreffive  to  oblige  all  the  fubje£U  in 
France  to  purchafe  as  much  fait  as  it  was  fuppofed  a  perfon 
of  any  given  defcriptioa  in  life  would  have  occafion  for. 
Mr.  Fox  reprobated  the  idea  of  Mr.  Rofe's  having  faid,  he  had 
a  claufe  to  bring  up  as  a  rider,  at  the  third  reading.  He  de- 
clared, he  never  had  heard  fuch  a  reply  come  from  a  Seeretary 
of  the  Treafury,  when  abill  was  in  progrefs.  Bringing  up  claufes 
by  way  of  rider,  he  faid,  was  not  a  matter  regular,  but  a  mere 
matter  of  refort,  when  any  material  ci re um fiance  had,  through 

.  inadvertency,  efcaped  notice,  till  it  was  too  late  to  infert  it 
in  the  body  of  a  bill ;  it  was  therefore  an  additional  reafon  why 
they  ought  to  re-commit  the  bill.  He  faid,  the  great  amend- 
ment he  wifhed  for  was,  that  total  and  material  alteration  of 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  the  making  it  optional,  and  not  com- 
pulfory.  That  alone,  in  his  mind,  could  cure  the  defe&s  of 
it  ;  but  as  he  did  not  imagine,  he  could  prevail  on  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  make  that  alteration,  he  rauft  join 
iffue  with  the  honourable  boronet,  who  had  faid  he  hoped,  as 
the  prefent  was  a  bill  of  experiment,  it  would  be  made  only  & 
temporary  bill.  He  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  rendered  per- 
manent, and  indeed  he  heartily  wifhed  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  confent  to  poftpone  going  on  with  the  bill 
till  the  next  leffion.  A  few  months  could  make  no  great 
difference,  and  the  matter  did  not  prefs  in  point  of  revenue. 
The  whole  of  the  bill  might  be  re-confidered  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  during  the  recefs,  and  brought  forward  next 
J ^ear  under  confiderable  improvements.  Mr.  Fox  recapitu- 
ated  his  feveral  objections,  viz.  that  the  bill  held  out  a  de- 
ception to  the  Public  on  a  fubjeft,  on  which  they  ought  to  be 
treated  with  plain  dealing   and  with  confidence  ;  that  it  was 

"  compulfory  when  it  ought  to  be  optional ;  that  it  ground  the 
face  of  the  poor,  and  impofed  a  general  tax  on  all  perfons,  as 
well  thofe  who  drank  tea,  as  thofewhodid  not  drink  it,  and 
that  it  did  not  appear  to  him  likely  to  put  an  effe&ual  end  to 
fmuggling.  Was  he  certain  that  it  would  operate  as  a  mate- 
rial check  upon  fmuggling,  he  owned  he  fhould  like  it  much 
better  ;  but  he  feared  it  would  not.  In  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech,  Mr.  Fox  often  glanced  at  the  Eaft-India  Company  ; 
and  before  he  fat  down,  he  reminded  gentlemen,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  forms  of  the  houfe  the  motion  muft  be  negatived 
before  they  could  re-commit  the  bill ;  all  thofe,  therefore, 
who  thought  as  he  did,  would  join  in  attempting  to  negative 
the  proportion. 
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.  fo  m&ny  benefits  would  arifc  to  the  country,  they  would  pay 
them  chearfully,  and  acknowledge  the  advantages  they  de- 
rived from  the  alteration.  The  next  objeft ion  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  been,  that  the  new  window  tax  was 
not  optional ;  the  word  optional,  applied  to  the  tea  tax,  would, 
he  faid,  admit  of  two.  different  eonftruCtions;  people  might 
with  for  the  option  of  the  confumption  of  the  tea,  in  order 
to.chufe  whether  they  ihould  fubjeCt  them&lves  to  pay  the 
tax  or  not;  or,  having  contoured  the  tea,  they  might  wifh 
for  the  option  to  avoid  paying  a  tax  upon  that  confumption; 
the  latter  was  the  fenfe  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
perhaps  wifhed  the  Public  to  have  $e  tax  made  optional,  at 
it  was  not  his  bufinefs  to  give  them  any  fuch  option,  but 
as  his  duty,  on  the  contrary,  led  him  to  take  care  that  the 
tea  fhould  not  be  drank  unlefs  the  duty  was  paid,  he  cbofc 
rather  to  fubmit  to  the  odium  of  proponng  a  compulfory  tax, 
than  of  propoling  one,  which,  in  the  worft  fenfe  of  the  word 
inefficient,  would  be  both  inefficient  and  unproductive. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  of  the  duties  on  teas,  h# 
was  a  little  amazed  to  hear  it  come  from  gentlemen  of  tht 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  when  the  practices  of  the  fmugglera 
were  fo  notorious,  and  their  progrefs  fo  rapid,  that  unlefs 
the  Public  would  confent  to  bean  the  propofed  burden,  even 
heavy  as  it  was  ftated  to  be,  they  would  run  the  rifle  of  lofing 
their  exiftence,  by  being  deprived  of  their  revenue,  and 
change  for  much  harder  talk-mafters  than  they  were.  But 
it  was  faid,  that  the  tax  on  tea,  as  it  flood,  was  not  an  in- 
efficient tax.  Certainly,  in  one  fenfe  of  the  word,  it  was 
not  fo,  becaufe  it  was  not  altogether  unproductive;  but  cofcld 
that  be  faid  to  be  a  good  article  of  taxation  which  lets  fo 
much  of  the  revenue  go  by,  that  upon  the  confumption  of 
jthe  commodity,  not  above  half  pays  any  duty  at  alU  That 
half  would  foon  be  reduced  to  a  third,  or  even  a  fourth,  if 
efFe£tual  means  were  not  foon  taken  to  prevent  it,  and  he 
would  beg  leave  to  call  upon  the  Chairman  of  the  Smuggling 
Committee  to  know,  whether,  from  what  he  knew  of  the  ful> 
jeCt,  he  dared  count  upon  teas  as  a  permanent  object  of  re- 
venue ?  v      - 

Haying  thus  fhewn  the  neceffity  of  lowering  the  duties 
.on  tea,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  was  fomewhat  furprifed  to  hear  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft  talk  of  the 
new  window  tax  being  liable  to  grind  and  opprefs  the  poor. 
He  fhould  have  thought  the  objection,  if  any  there  were,  lay 
fhe  othpr  way  ;  and  that  it  might,  with  fpme  colour  of  truth, 

have 
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alarming  extent,  the  revenue  arising  from  the  duties  on  tea* 
would   be   annihilated.     It  was  -therefore  with  a  view  to  at-' 
tain   fo  important  and  fo  defirable  a*  end,  that  it  had  beet* 
propofed  to  tower  them  -confiderably,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
meet  the  Smuggler,  and  by  diminishing  his  profit,  prevent  him 
from  carrying  on  his  trade.     This  was  the  objeft  of  one  pact 
of  the  bill,  and  the  objeft  of  the  other  was  by  a  duty  on  win- 
dows, to  raife  a  fum,  to  make  good  to  the  public  creditor  the 
deficiency  that  lowering  the  duties  on  teas  would  occafion^, 
Botfh  <hefe  obje&s  referred  :to  one  point,  and  for  that  reason  rt 
«va$,  that  he  had  been  delkous,  not  of  dividing  the  bill  into* 
two,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  advifcd,  but  of 
bringing  the  two  considerations  forward  at  once,  fo  that  th£ 
Boufc»might-havethe  whde  before  them  at  one  and  the  fame 
time.  On  a  former  day,  4he(ioufe  would  recoiled  the  right  ho-i 
nourafrlc  gentleman  had^hrown  out'  a  challenge  that  he  would 
prove  the  intended  plan  was  no  commutation,  and  he  had  at  the 
fame  ^ime  declared  himfelf  ready  to  accept  that  challenge,  and 
to  put  the  matter  to  the  teft,  by  the  only  means  in  which  it 
could  be  decided,  viz.  by  feeing  whether  the  thing  propofed 
to  be  done  by  *the  bill  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  word 
commutation,  the  fignrfication  of  which  he  took  to  be  thcf 
changing  of  one  thing  for  another. 

Mr.  *r'm  then  went  into  a  difctfffion  of  the  component 
parts  -of  the  bill,  Shewing,  that  in  one  the  duties  on  teas 
-eftablifhed  by  former  a&s  were  aboltfhed,  and  a  low  duty 
impdfed  ;  and  in  the  other,  a  tax  on  windows  was  pro- 
poled  with  a  view  to  raife  the  fum  the  revenue  would  lofe 
by  the  diminution  of  Phe  tea  duties.  That  it  was  not  ftriftly 
a  commutation  bearing  exa£Hy  and  in  the  fame  minute  pro-* 
portion  upon  each  individual,  he  was  ready  to  admit;  not* 
could  any  fuch  commutation  have  been  devifed  but  by  ano^ 
thex  tax  laid  upon  tea  itfelf,  which  of  courfe  would  not  have 
effe&ed  the  purpofe  that  formed  the  grand  objeft  of  the  bill, 
viz.  the  prevention  of  ftnoggKng.  But  it  was  fo  far  a  com- 
mutation, that  it  laid  upon  the  Public  at  large,  as. equally  as 
in  the-nat.UFe  of  things  Was  poffrble,  a  tax  that  would  pro* 
duce  the  fum  wanted,  to  make  good  the  deficiency  occafioned 
toy  the  red  u&  ion  of  the  tax  on  teas;  and  though  it  might 
4>e  attended  with  (brae  little  degree  of  inconvenience  to  par- 
ticular individuals,  he  trufted  it  would  not  be  found  either: 
«fcvcre  or  oppreffive  j  and  that  when  the  Public  looked  at  the 
proportions  of  it  that  fell  upon  them  to  pay  relpeftively,  an*} 
compared  each  with  the  otber^  *romthe  attainment  of  which 
;  E  e  e  3  fo 
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fo  m&ny  benefits  would  arifc  to  the  country,  they  would  pay 
them  chear  fully,  and  acknowledge  the  advantages  they  de- 
rived from  the  alteration.  The  next  objcftion  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  been,  that  the  new. window  tax  was 
tot  optional ;  the  word  optional,  applied  to  the  tea  tax,  would, 
be  faid,  admit  of  two  different  epnftructions ;  people  might 
with  for  the  option  of  the  confumption  of  the  tea,  in  order 
tQ,chufe  whether  they  fhould  fubjeft  themfelves  to  pay  the 
tax  or  not;  or,  having  conferred  the  tea,  they  might  wifh 
for  the  option  to  avoid  paying  a  tax  upon  that  confumption; 
the  latter  w^s  the  fenfe  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
perhaps  wilhed  the  Public  to  have  $e  tax  made  optional,  at 
it  was  not  his  bufinefs  to  give  them  any  fuch  option,  but 
as  his  duty,  on  the  contrary,  led  him  to  take  care  that  the 
tea  fhould  not  be  drank  unlefs  the  duty  was  paid,  he  cbofc 
rather  to  fubroit  to  the  odium  of  proponng  a  compulfory  tax, 
than  of  propoling  one,  which,  in  the  worft  fenfe  of  the  word 
inefficient,  would  be  both,  inefficient  and  unproductive. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  of  the  duties  on  teas,  b# 
was  a  little  amazed  to  hear  it  come  from  gentlemen  of  tht 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  when  the  practices  of  the  fmugglers 
were  fo  notorious, .  and  their  progrefs  fo  rapid,  that  unlefs 
the  Public  would  confent  to  bean  the  propofed  burden,  even 
heavy  as  it  was  ftated  to  be,  they  would  run  the  rifle  of  lofing 
fheir  exiftence,  by  being  deprived  of  their  revenue,  and 
change  for  much  harder  taik-mafters  than  they  were.  But 
it  was  faid,  that  the  tax  on  tea,  as  it  flood,  was  not  an  in- 
efficient tax.  Certainly,  in  one  fenfe  of  the  word,  it  was 
not  fo,  becaufe  it  was  not  altogether  unproductive;  but  coild 
that  be  faid  to  be  a  good  article  of  taxation  which  lets  fo 
much  of  the  revenue  go  by,  that  upon  the  confumption  of 
..the  commodity,  not  above  half  pays  any  duty  at  alU  That 
half  would  foon  be  reduced  to  a  third,  or  even  a  fourth,  if 
effectual  means  were  not  foon  taken  to  prevent  it,  and  he 
would  beg  leave  to  call  upon  the  Chairman  of  the  Smuggling 
Committee  to  know,  whether,  from  what  he  knew  of  the  fut> 
jeel,  he  dared  count  upon  teas  as  a  permanent  object  of  re- 
venue ?  V 

Haying  thus  fhewn  the  neceffity  of  lowering  the  duties 
.on  tea,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  was  lbmewhat  furprifed  to  hear  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft'  talk  of  the 
new  window  tax  being  liable  to  grind  and  opprefs  the  poor. 
He  fhould  have  thought  the  objection,  if  any  there  were,  lay 
.fac  other  way  ;  and  that  it  might,  with  fpme  colour  of  truth, 
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have  been  urged,  that  the  fault  of  the  propofed  tax  was,  that 
it  rather  too  partially  preffed  upon  the  rich,  and  operated 
upon  them  folely.  Certain  it  was  that  it  did  not  reach  the 
poor,  no  Jefs  a  proportion  of  all  the  houfes  in  the  kingdom 
than  a  clafs  of  three  hundred  thoufand,  of  a  certain  defcrip- 
tion*  being  exempted  from  it  by  an  exprefs  claufe  in  the  bill, 
and  no  more  than  three  (hillings  annually  being  impofed  on 
the  next  clafs  of  three. hundred  thoufand  houfes.  The  whole  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  obfervations,  Mr.  Pitt  faid, 
went  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  certainly  did  not  at  all 
go  in  fupport  of  the  neceffity  for  the  re- commitment  of  the 
report^  As  little  did  the  remark  he  had  made  upon  the  de- 
fence fet  up  by  his  honourable  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Rofe) 
apply  to  that  point.  The, honourable  gentleman  had  faid* 
that  the  only  anfwer  made  to  the  objections  that  had  been  of- 
fered were,  "  we  have  a  claufe  for  that,  and  a  claufe  for  tho 
other;  and,  in  fine,  a  claufe  to  meet  all  the  objections  that 
had  been  ftated."  But  was  that  in  fact  the  cafe?  Had  not 
his  honourable  friend  explicitly,  plainly,  and  directly  replied 
to  each  of  the  objections  urged  ?  With  regard  to  one  of  them, 
indeed,  he  had  faid,  a- claufe  was  preparing;  and  if  it  would 
be  matured  in  time,  it  would  be  brought  upon  the  third 
reading,  and  moved  to  be  annexed  to  the  bill  by  way  of 
rider;  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen  to  re- 
prefeat  a  fomething  very  unulual  and  extraordinary.  He 
begged  leave  to  aik  in  what  was  it  unufual  and  extraordina- 
ry ?  The  claufe  in  queftion  was  perfectly  independent,  and 
referred  to  the  particular  topic  of  no  part  of  the  bill  as  it  flood 
at  prefent;  it  was,  therefore,  of  all  other  claufes,  a  proper 
one  to  move  by  way  of  rider;  not  that  he  was  fure  it  would 
be  got  ready  in  time;  for  from  the  extreme  difficulty  that 
had  been  found  to  prepare  it  properly,  he  was  not  certain 
.that  any  could  be  drawn  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fairly  to  meet 
the  object,  which  the  Houfe  would  recollect  was  to  oblige 
coffee-houfes,  inn-keepers,  and  the  mafters  of  places  of  pub- 
.lie  tea-drinking,  to  take  out  licenfes  annually.  Without 
fuch  a  claufe,  however,  he  was  ready  to  rifk  any  unpopula- 
rity that  the  prefent  bill  might  occaiion,  notwithftanding  the 
induftry  with  which  popular  odium  might  be  endeavoured 
.to  be  induced  upon  it.  The  honourable  gentleman,  among 
other  imputations,  had  faid,  he  was  ready  to  concede  on  any 
.point  to  clamour ;  and  that,  becaufe  it  was  a  bill  to  affift  the 
Eaft-India  Company.  In  anfwer  to  this,  he  muft,  in  the  firft 
-placx;  obferve,  that  the  remark  did  not  apply  to  the  prefent 
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occafton,  becaufe  he  had  neither  heard  of  any  popular  cla- 
mour againft  the  bill,  nor  any  arguments  from  oppofitton 
againft  it.  But  before  he  fpoke  farther  to  that  point,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  to  explain  a  circumftancc  that  had  oc- 
curred the  other  evening  on  the  fubjeft  of  conceffion,  and 
which  the  Hotrfe  were  at  the  late  hour  of  the  night  to  which 
he  alluded,  too  much  wearied  for  him  to  aflc  their  attention 
to.  He  had  been  charged  with  having  conceded  to  clamour, 
and  facrificed  his  conviction  for  nothing.  The  charge  was 
unfounded.  Paradoxical  as  it  might  found,  be  had  conced- 
ed upon  conviction,  although  he  had  not  been  convinced 
that  his  opinion  was  illfounded.  The  faft  was,  without 
having  heard  any  thing  that  led  him  to  change  bis  own  fen- 
timents  upon  the  fobjetft,  or  in  any  degree  to  imagine  that 
there  was  in  the  mode  of  the  meafore  he  had  propoied  the 
fmalleft  ground  for  a)ledging  that  it  was  any  injury  to  public 
credit,  he  found  there  was  a  general  opinion  to  the  contrary 
gone  abroad;  and  where  public  credit  was  concerned,  he 
corrfidered  opinion  as  truth,  and  fhat  imaginary  danger  was 
tantamount  to  real  danger.  This  -could  not  be  the  cafe  hi 
any  other  point  Whatever,  but  where  fo  nice  and  fo  im- 
portant a  matter  as  public  -credit  was  in  queftion  ;  and 
therefore  being  convinced  that  the  world  faw  canfe  of  afhtrm, 
he  thought  it  more  prudent  to  facrifice  his  own  opinion  to 
that  of  others;  and  however  frequently,  .or  in  whatever  fhape 
-The  honourable  gentleman  might  chufe  to  throw  5t  in  hU 
teeth,  he  never  fhouW  be  afraid  or  afhamed  to  change  his 
firlt  or  his  fecond  opinion  on  any  fubjeft  'ftfhere  the  3roblte 
were  fo  deeply  interefted,  as  upon  the  fubjeft  aHuded  to. 
With  regard  to  the  charge  now  urged  of  his  not  conceding 
becaufe  the  India- Company  were  to  be  afftfted  by  the  prefent 
bill,  in  the  prefent  cafe  the  Eaft- India  Company  were  but  a 
fecondary  confide  ration.  The  prefervation  oHhe  public  *e-» 
venue  was  the  firft  objeft  of  the  bill ;  but  he  was  ready  to 
declare  that  there  were  but  few  matters  refpefting  which  h* 
fliould  regard  the  Eaft-India  Company  as  a  fecondary  con* 
tideration  ;  nor  could  he  conceive  that  any  bill  would  be  the 
•Jjefs  approved,  either  in  that  Houfe  or  in  the  country,  that 
'Should  have  the  afliftance  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  for  one 
*rf  its  objects.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  might  there- 
fore affure  himfelf,  that  his  perpetually  endeavouring  to  decry 
the  Eaft-lndia  Company,  and  to  infinuatc  that  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment was  in  any  fhape  in  their  hands,  would  anfwer  no 
other  end  than  that  of  recalling  to  mind,  what  he  hoped  never 
*ould  be  forgotten  either  within  thefe  walls  or  by  the  People 

without 
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withoot  door*,  the  deteftable  attempt  of  the  right  hoaoora- 
ble  gentleman  to  get  the  Company  wholly  into  his  own 
hands,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  object  of  his  inordi- 
nate ambition!  and  gratifying  his  unbounded  luft  of  power* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion expreffed  an  uneafinefs  at  having  a  bill  fo  odious  and 
unpopular  as  his  Eaft-India  bill  had  been,  referred  to  fo  often. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  it  in  his  own  power  to 
prevent  the  repetition  of  fuch  a  reference.   Let  him  avoid  at- 
tempting to  contraft  the  prefent  Ad  mini ftration  with  his  own, 
and  to  talk  of  its  connection  with  the  Eaft-India  Company  iri 
a  manner  fo  invidious  and  unwarrantable.   But  fo  often  as  he 
Teforted  to  fuch  attempts,  juft  fo  often,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  fhould 
he  hold  himfelf  bound  to  recur  to  the  deteftable  Eaft-India 
Bill.     Before  he  fat  down,  Mr.  Pitt  took  notice  of  a  remark 
made  by  Mr.  Fox,  that  tended  rather  to  exprefs  fome  fur^ 
prife  at  his   having  made  tea  the  firft  object  of  regulation, 
with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  fmuggling  ;  in  juftice  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  fmuggling,  he  declared,  he 
could  not  admit  that  remark  to  pafs  unnoticed.  He  then  read 
an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Smuggling  Committee, 
in  which  tea  ii  particularly  pointed  out  as  the  grand  ft  a  pie 
of  fmuggling,  and  recommended  as  the  firft  objeft  of  confi- 
dent ion,  with  a  view  to  an  alteration  of  the  duties,  in  order 
to  render  it  an  article  of  lefs  profit  to  the  {muggier.    In  con- 
sequence of  that  recommendation,  he  faid,  the  prefent  bill. 
had  been  brought  in,  and  fo  far  was  the  fact  from  foundation 
that  fpirits  had  efcaped  his  notice,  he  had  brought  in  another 
bill,  at  that  time  actually  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  fpirits.     That  bill  had  been  avowedly  intro- 
duced as  a  meafure  in  aid  of  the  tea  bill,  as  a  means  of  pre- 
venting fmuggling,  and  he  had  no  doubt  in  his   own  mind, 
but  they  would  fully  anfwer  the  end;  an  opinion  the  Houfe 
would  probably  agree  with  him  in  when  he  informed  them 
that  he  had  information  in  his  own  poffeffion  that  fuch  had 
been  the  alarm  and  the  effect  already  produced  abroad  ia 
ronfequencc  of  the  fteps  taken  on  the  fubject  of  the  tea  duties 
in  that  Houfe,  that  in  the  Netherlands  they  had  offered  to 
fell  their  cargoes  of  tea  at  a  lofs  of  40  per  cent,  upon  the 
prime  coft  and  expences ;  and  the  foreign  Companies  bad 
already  come  to  the  refoiutioo  of  leaving  off  a  continu- 
ance of  the  importation  of  tea  from  India.    Mr.  Pitt  con- 
cluded with  moving,    c<  That  the  amendments  be  read  a  fe- 
cood  time." 

Mr.  Ft* 
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Mr.  low    .    jvfr.  Fox.  affured  the  right  -  honourable  gentleman  he  had 

tmftaken  his  meaning ;  he  had  not  complained  of  his  men- 

'  tiontng  His  Eaft-India  Bill.     He  might  mention  it  as  often  as 

he  pleafed';  he  would  enter  into  no  compromife  on  the  fub- 

jefit.     It  was  not  a  little  unpopularity  that  he  dreaded,  while 

he  was  confeious  he  was  in  the  right*    He  had  formerly  op- 

pofed  large  majorities  on  unpopular  grounds ;  but  he  had 

lived  to  fee  the  Public  adopt  his  opinions,  and  he  did  not 

defpair  of  having  the  fame  good  fortune  again. 

.SirTamn         hir  James  Erfkine  rofe  next,  and  defended  Mr,  Fox  from 

Krftine.      t^e  attack8  of  tj,e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     Sir  James 

afterwards   entered  into  a  long  argument   againft  the  tea 

bill. 

The  queftion   was  at  length  put,  when  the   Houfe  di- 
vided, ■•■;•. 

Ayes     143,  Noes    40. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  read  the  amendments  one  by 
one,  the  Speaker  putting  the  queftion  Upon  each  in  form. 
When  the  Speaker  came  to  put  the  queftion  on  the  claufe 
impofing  an  additional  yearly  tax  of  three  fallings  on  every 
dwelling  houfe  of  a  certain  defcription, 
JJr.Huffey.      $#r-  Huffey  rofe  and  affiled  his  reafons  for  thinking  the 
new  tax  fo  hea.vy,  that  it  would  confidcrably  over-rate  houfes. 
He  concluded  with  moving,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  leave 
out  the  words  "  three  {hillings,"  and  infert  the  words  "two 
4     (hillings.* 
Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  the 
teller  Pitt,   pri^.^  which  M^  Huffey  had  fpoken. 
Mr.  Eden.        Mr.  Eden  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  amount  of  the  defal- 
cation of  the  produce  of  the  tax  this  amendment,  if  carried, 
would  occafion.     Mr.   Eden   wifhed  his  honourable,  friend 
.would  not  perfift  in  his  motion,  as  it  would  make  a  differ- 
ence of  350,0001.  upon  the  whole, 
td>  Mahon.      Lord  Mahon  rofe  to  juftify  himfelf  with  regard  to  his  fpeech. 
on  the  brick  tax ;  contending,  that  whatever  he  had  then 
faid  did   not  apply  on  the  prefent  occafion,  fince  his  argu- 
ment was,  that  the  brick  tax  would  tend  to  the   deftru&ion 
of  cottages,  and  by  that  means  woul'd  promote  depopulation. 
This  could  not  be  faid  of  the  window  tax,  becaufe  one  clafs 
of  300,000  houfes  for  the  labouring  poor  were  wholly  exempt 
from  the  new  duty;  and  the  next  clafs,  confifting of.300,000 
more,  were  fubjeft  to  no  more  than  an  additional  duty  of 
three  ill 'tilings;  now  no  man,  his  Lordfhip  concluded,  would 
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be  fo  foolifh  as  to  pull  down  his  cottage  to  fave  three  Shil- 
lings. 
The  Houfe  went  through  the  claufes  of  the  bill. 

Auguji  12. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
trill  to  grant  to  His  Majefty  a  duty  on  licenfes  to  people  for 
regiftering  their  qualifications  to  kill  game,  &c.  being  called 
for, 

Mr.  Sheridan  ftated  to  the  Houfe  that  there  was  a  breach  Mr.  Shot}* 
of  order  in  the  body  of  this  bill,  which  was  drawn  on  a  wider  4lfl' 
fcale  than  the  Houfe  had  authorized  it  to  be  done.  When  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  firft  propofed  the  railing  of  mo- 
ney by  this  mode,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  afk  whether  it 
was  intended  to  give  more  effeft  to  the  game  laws  ?  He  was 
anfwered  in  the  negative;  and  every  gentleman  then  prefent 
expreffed  a  fatisfa&ion  that  it  was  not.  The  title  of  the 
bill  expreffed  no  more  than  a  tax  on  people  already  quali- 
fied by  former  laws  to  kill  game;  but  this  bill,  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  extended  the  licenfe  to  all  defcriptions  of  people,  as 
well  unqualified  as  qualified,  which  was  affuming  an  extent 
the  Committee  did  not  intend.  He  then  called  upon  the 
Clerk  to  read  the  feveral  refolutions  which  had  been  paffed 
in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  relative  to  this  fubjeft ; 
from  which  it  appeared,  that  the  bill  at  prefent  had  gone 
farther  than  the  Committee  authorifed  it  to  go;  for  which 
reafon,  he  laid,  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  a 
ftep  farther;  but,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  it 
ought  to  be  withdrawn  and  brought  forward  again  in  a  fhape 
txaQIy  conformable  to  the  orders  of  the  Committee. 

The  Speaker  allowed  that  there  was,  in  this  inftance,  a  ThtSpq*k« 
ftep  taken,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe;  but  that,  er» 
however,  might  be  remedied,  if  the  Houfe  were  unanimous 
in  permitting  the  bill  to  go  .into  a  Committee,  and  then  the 
obje&ionabie  part  might  be  removed :  but  if  any  one  Mem- 
ber diffeftted  to  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  the  order  of  the 
Houfe  muft  be  enforced,  and  the  bill  withdrawn.    But  how- 
ever, if  it  was  infifted  that  this  bill  fhould  be  withdrawn,  , 
the  fame  might  be  prefented  again,  and  read  a  firft  and  fe- 
cond  time  immediately  on  the  fame  day,  which  would  bring 
it  to  the  fame  ftage  in  which  it  was  before  it  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  as  the  obje&ions  of  the  ^tm  &&*+ 
honourable  gentleman  were  nor  againft  the  principle  of  the  cellar  Pitt. 

Vol.XVJ,  Fff  bill, 
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bill,  he  thought  that  the  removal  of  two  words  would  bring 
it  to  the  precife  idea  which  the  honourable  member  had  pro- 
pofed  ;  and  if  he  would  agree  to  permit  hint  to  commit  the 
k  bill,  and  it  fhould  appear  that  the  matter  could  not  be  rec* 
tified  without  a  breach  of  order,  he  would  confent  to  with- 
draw it. 
Mr.  Sheri-       Mr*  Sheridan  replied,  that  there  "muft  be  more  than  two 
dan/         words  altered,  and  defired  the  right  honourable  gentleman 

jyould  infpeft  the  bill  more  minutely. 
Hr,Or*f         Mr.  Ord  faid,  he  did  not  conceive  that  the  orders  of  the 
Houfe  were  infringed  by  the  bill>  which  had  not  yet  its . 
blanks  filled  up ;  and  as  there  were  no  penalties  in  the  bill 
before  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  which  could  not  be  done 
before  it  was  committed,  he  argued  that  nothing  beyond  the 
,  .title  had  as  yet  been  affurped  in  the  body  of  the  bill* 
ffr.Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  argued  that  ftill  the  bill  did  not  exceed 
fccUdr  Pitt.  t}jC  limi^  allowed  to  it  by  its  title,  for  it  was  not  compuifory 
*  on  any  man  to  regifter  his  qualification,  but  the  perfon  qua- 
lified by  former  laws :  it  was  optional  in  any  other  perfon 
not  fo  qualified  to  take  but  a  licenfe,  for  the  prefent  bill  de- 
manded nothing  from  a  man  who  is  not  qualified.     Had 
there  beep  a  compuifory  claufe  on  every  man  befides  thefe 
qualified  as  above,  the  obfervation  of  the  honourable  gentler- 
man  would  have  its  force ;  but  in  the  preient  cafe,  there 
being  no  fuch  compulfion,  the  bill  was  within  its  juft  limits. 
He  then  urged  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpofe 
of  making  the  amendments  which  were  re  qui  lite. 
Mr.  Sheri-       Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  apprehend  that  the  bill  could  well  be 
*«»•  altered  by  the  Committee  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  bring  it 

back  regularly  to  the  precife  limits  taarked  out  by  the  refo* 
lution  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  which  the 
bill  was,  or  at  le&ft  ought  to  have  been  founded,  and  beyond 
.the  limits  of  which  it  could  not  be  extended,  without  a  vio- 
lation of  the, form  of  proceeding  hitherto  reltgiouily  ob* 
ierved  by  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Chan.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  begged  then  to  know  what  was  the 
cdior  Pitt,  honourable  gentleman's  objefiion  to  the  bill  in  its  prefent 

form  ;  for,  he  faid,  he  really  had  not  attended  to  it. 
Mr.  Sheri-      Mr.  Sheridan  replied,    that  he  was  really   aftonifhed  at 
<Jan.  fuch  aqueftion  ;  he  never  could  have  conceived  that  a  gentle* 

man  who  hid  taken  fo  much  pains  to  combat  his  obje&ion, 
and  to  fhew  that  by  leaving  out  a  few  words  in  one  or  two  of 
the  claufes,  it  might  be  very  eaiily  removed,  could  after- 
wards aflc  what  that  very  objection  was.     His  obje&ion  was 

this: 
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this  ;  as  he  had  already  ftated  it,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and,Means  on  this  head  went  no  far* 
ther  thao  to  impofe  a  tax  on  perfons,  already  qualified  by 
law  to  kill  game,  on  the  regiftering  of  their  qualifications ; 
but  the  bill  went  a  great  deal  farther,  and  extended  the  tax 
to  all  perfons  indifcriminately,  who  fhould  take  out  licenfes 
to  (hoot*  This  was  certainly  a  ftretch  made  by  the  framer  of 
the  bill,  not  warranted  by  the  refolution  ;  which  had  in  its 
contemplation  a  lefs  extended  defcription  of  men,  than  were 
made  objefisof  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  finding  that  the  order  of  the  Houfe  Mr.  Chan- 
was  againft  the  bill,  faid,  that  if  it  was  withdrawn,  much  cci*0'  Pitt» 
time  would  be  loft  before  it  could  be  prefented  again  ;  for 
though  only  two  alterations  were  to  be  made  in  it,  it  muft 
be  copied  over  again ;  and  that  could  not  be  done  this  day,' 
as  the  bill  confifted  of  twenty-feven  fheets* 

Mr.  Sheridan,  however,  did  not  infift  that  the  order  fhould  Mr,  $bm* 
be  enforced ;  he  convinced  the  right  honourable  member^  dan' 
that  though  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  throw  out  his  bill  for 
that  time,  in  fpite  of  his  majority,  ftill  he  would  not  oppofe 
the  Commitment  of  the  bill,,  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  fo  much  at  heart ;  he  faid  that  if  no  one  elfe 
fhould  infift  upon  the  order  being  enforced,  he  would  with- 
.draw  his  oppofition. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  returned  hifn  thanks  for  his  conde- Mr.  Chan* 
icenfion.     The  bill  was  then  lent  to  the  Committee,  where  c«NwPitt. 
it  was  fo  altered,  as  to  be  made  conformable  to  the  refolu- 
tion of  ways  and  means,  to  which  it  had  a  reference.     When 
the  Houfe  was  resumed,  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into 
a  Committee  on  the  hat  duty  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  obferved,  that  the  tax  to  be  paid  on  li*  Mr.  Shexi. 
cenfes,  by  perfons  exercifing  the  trade  of  hat  making,  would,  d»n. 
he  apprehended,  greatly  reduce  the  duty  on  the  manufac- 
ture ;  as  it  would  difcourage  many  perfons  in  country  towns 
and  villages  from  making  hats  :  there  were  a  great  many 
poor  hatters  in  the  country,  who  lived  principally  by  jour- 
ney work,  but  occafionally  made  hats  on  their  own  account 
for  their  neighbours ;  and  this  circumftance  would  fubjeft 
him  to  the  neeeffity  of  taking  out  a  licenfe,  at  a  price, 
Which,  in  his  opinion,  was  much  too  high.  In  many  vil- 
lages in  Staffordfliire,  he  knew  that  hatmakers  rented  fmall 
houfes  at  the  very  low  rents  of  from  thirty  to  thrrty-five  and 
forty  (hillings  a  year ;  now  a  tax  of  ten  fliillings  for  a  licenfe, 
being  equal  to  the  fourth  of  their  rent,  was  certainly  too 

F  f  f  a  hijjlu 
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high.  With  refpeft  to  the  hattnakers  of  London,  Jic  would 
fay  nothing ;  thdy  were,  perhaps,  able  to  bear  it  without  any 
inconvenience :  but  with  refpeft  to  thofe  in  country  towns 
and  villages,  he  ihould  propofe  that  the  tax  for  the  licenfe 
ihould  be  reduced  one  half;  fo  that  in  country  towns  it 
ihould  be  ten  (hillings,  and  in  villages  five  (hillings. 
Mr.  Steele.  Mr.  Steele  faid  the  honourable  member's  propofal  was  not 
unreafonable ;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
mean  to  oppofe  it. 

The  bill  then  went  into  a  Committee,  where  Mr*  She- 
ridan's alteration  of  the  tax  was  admitted.  The  Houfe  was 
then  refumed,  and  adjourned. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  game  qualification 
bill  having  been  brought  up,  and  read  a  firft  time, 
Mr.  Sh*ri-       Mr.  Sheridan  rofc,  and  re-ftated  fome  of  his  former  ob- 
4aA»  jeftions;  admitting,  however,  that  the  bill  had  been  (hal- 

tered and  modified  in  the  Committee,  that  it  no  longer  ex- 
ceeded the  limits  prefcribed  for  it  by  the  refolution,  under 
the  authority  of  which  it  had  been  introduced  into  the 
Houfe.  Mr.  Sheridan  admitted  alfo,  that  the  bill  would  not 
.  add  to  the  fevere  and  oppreffive  tendency  of  the  game  laws; 
on  the  contrary,  he  faid,  it  would  be  a  nugatory  aft,  and 
extremely  unproductive.  He  contended,  that  none  but 
poachers  would  derive  any  benefit  from  it,  and  ftated,  in  a 
ludicrous  way,  the  circumftances  that  might  be  produced  in 
consequence  of  fuch  a  bill's  palling  into  a  law,  declaring  that 
a  great  variety  of  perfons  otherways  qualified,  than  merely 
in  right  of  property,  would  not  take  out  any  licenfe.  Upon 
the  whole  confideration  »f  the  prefent  bill,  and  of  the  ex- 
traordinary abilities  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  un- 
der whofe  direction  it  was  drawn,  it  was  plain,  he  faid,  that 
it  was  utterly  impaffible  to  frame  a  rational  fyftem  of  game 
%  laws ;  indeed,  there  never  yet  had  pafled  a  bill  relative  to 
game,  and  he  was  convinced  there  never  would  pafs  one,  that 
was  not  irreconcileable  either  to  common  fenfe  or  common 
juftite. 
Mr.  Chan*  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  took  credit  to  himfelf,  for  having  been 
ccHor  Pitt,  able,  in  the  Committee,  to  have  met  two  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  principal  objections,  and  to  have  furmounted 
them  both,  viz.  the  obje&ion  ftated  on  Thurfday  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  that  the  bill  exceeded  the  powers  granted  by  the 

refolution, 
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Tefolution,  ordering  it  to  be  brought  in,  and  the  obje&ion 
againft  it,  as  tending  to  add  to  the  harfh  effeft  of  the  game 
laws. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe.  once  more  ;  and  Alderman  Newnham 
alfo  fpoke  upon  the  fubjeft;  after  which  the  amendments 
were  read  through  a  fecond  time ;  and  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrofTed. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  meant  to  make  a  motion  on  a  fubjeft  Mr.  Sheri*. 
which,  advanced  as  the  feflion  was,  there  muft  neverthelefs  ***• 
be  feme  converfation  about,  before  Parliament  rofe.  He 
meant  the  account  produced  to  the  Houfe  when  the  civil  lift 
was  under  confideration,  which  ftated,  that  the  arrear  upon 
the  laft  year  amounted  to  44,0001.  This  account  Mr.  She- 
ridan declared  to  be  fallacious  and  ill  founded.  He  faid,  the 
expences  of  the  civil  lift  did  not  come  within  his  department 
when  in  office,  and  therefore  when  the  matter  was  laft  agi- 
tated, he  was  perfe&ly  ignorant  of  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
he  had  fince  inquired  particularly  into  the  matter,  and  he 
found  the  fa£k  to  be  as  he  had  ftated  it.  The  nature  of  the 
fallacy,  he  faid,  was  this  :  the  account  was  made  out  fo  as  to 
exhibit  on  one  fide  the  adtual  expenditure  upon  each  quarter, 
and  to  fet  againft  it  only  the  amount  of  the  quarter's  divi- 
sion of  the  900,000!.  allotted  for  the  civil  lift,  whereas  it 
ought  alfo  to  ftate  on  the  fide  of  receipt,  all  the  funis'  that 
came  in  aid  of  the  civil  lift,  which  would  of  courfe  go  to 
the  diminution  of  the  excefs  of  expenditure.  There  was, 
Mr.  Sheridan  (aid,  the  fum  of  10,9001.  which  fell  into  the 
firft  quarter  of  the  year  when  his  right  honourable  friend  was 
in  office,  and  that  ought  to  have  been  fet  againft  the  excefs 
of  13,0001.  upon  the  expenditure  of  that  quarter.  Mr.  She* 
ridan  moved,  <c  That  an  abftraft  of  the  account  of  the  civil 
«<  lift  be  printed." 

This  produced  an  altercation  upon  the  fubjeft  between  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Steele,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  Mr.  Sheridan  perfifting  in  hispofition;  and 
the  three  laft  mentioned  gentlemen  denying  that  there  was 
any  fallacy  in  the  cafe,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  lnould  be  glad  to 
have  a  little  converfation  with  Mr.  Fox  upon  the  fubjeft. 
To  which  Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  certainly  might; 
have  that  pleafure,  as  his  right  honourable  friend  would  be 
prefent  when  the  matter  came  under  difcuffion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  paper. 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  third  reefing  of 
the  tea  and  window  bill, 

Mr.  Wilhtrforct  rofe,  and  opened  the  purport  of  a  claufe  Mr.Wil%, 
which  he  fhould  move  to  bring  up  and  annex  to  the  bill,  by  fo,*c- 
way  of  rider.     The  claufe  was  to  give  country  dealers  a  ' 

power  to  return  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  the  chefts  of 
tea  that  they  had  on  hand,  under  certain  regulations  and  re- 
ft rift  ions,  and  to  receive  the  excife  paid  upon  it  back  again. 
Mr.  Wilberforce  explained  the  nature  of  the  claufej  and 
pointed  out  the  extreme  care  that  had  been  taken  fo  to  draw 
it,  as  to  guard  agafrift  any  poffible  abufe  of  it. 

Mr.  Jikinforiy  in  a  very  able  fpccch,  reprobated  the  claufe  Mr.  Atki*. 
as  inadmiffible,  declaring  it  would  fet  the  ingenuity  of  thirty  foa* 
thoufand  perfons  at  work  to  defraud  the  revenue,  and  give 
the  Direftors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  a  degree  of  trouble 
which  they  were  on  no  account  willing  to  undertake.     Mr, 
Atkinfon  added  a  variety  of  arguments  againft  the  claufe. 

Mr.  fVilberforce  replied,  and  propofed  two  additional  pre-  Mr.  wn- 
cautions,  which  would  render  it  almoft  next  to  an  impof-  berforc*. 
fibility  to  pra&ife   a  fraud-  upon  the  revenue  through  the 
medium  of  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thought   there   was  no  danger  of  Mr.  Chia- 
fraud,  if  the  claufe  were  amended,  and  fomewhat  lefs  loofely  ccI,or  ?»**# 
drawn.     It  was  therefore  permitted  to  be  brought  up,  and 
the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  upon  it,  and  after  fome 
altercations  upon  it,  poftponed  the  farther  conlideration  of 
it  till  the  Monday  following. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  paper  delivered  to  the  Houfe 
by  Mr.  Moreton,  refpe£Ung  Almas  Ally  Cawn  : 

Extrafl:  of  Bengal  Secret  Confutations,  24th  October,  1780. 
Ata  Council,    PRESENT, 

kdward  Wheeler,  and         \  t^i*    •  tte 
John  M'Pherfon,  )  Efquires. 

The  honourable  the  Governor  General,  s 

and  llndifpofed. 

Lieutenant  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote,      J 

The  proceedings  of  the  21ft  inftant  read,  and  approved. 

The  Governor  General  fends  his  private  fecretary  with 
the  following  minute  to  the  Board  : 

The  Governor  General  now  fubmits  to  the  perufal  and 

corne&ion  of  the  members  of  the  Board,   the  inftru&ions 

which  he  has  prepared  for  Mr.  Briftovr,,    defiring  that  it  may 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  third  reefing  of 
the  tea  and  window  bill, 

Mr.  Wilherfont  rofe,  and  opened  the  purport  of  a  claufe  Mr.Wil%, 
which  he  fhould  move  to  bring  up  and  annex  to  the  bill,  by  (o^ 
way  of  rider.     The  claufe  was  to  give  country  dealers  a  ' 

power  to  return  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  the  chefte  of 
tea  that  they  had  on  hand,  under  certain  regulations  and  re- 
ilri&ions,  and  to  receive  the  excife  paid  upon  it  back  again. 
Mr.  Wilberforce  explained  the  nature  of  the  claufej  and 
pointed  out  the  extreme  care  that  had  been  taken  fo  to  draw 
it>  as  to  guard  agafnft  any  poffible  abufe  of  it. 

Mr,  Atkinforij  in  a  very  able  fpccch,  reprobated  the  daufe  Mr.  Atki*. 
as  inadmiffible,  declaring  it  would  fet  the  ingenuity  of  thirty  foa* 
thoufand  perfons  at  work  to  defraud  the  revenue,  and  give 
the  Direftors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  a  degree  of  trouble 
which  they  were  on  no  account  willing  to  undertake,     Mr. 
Atkinfon  added  a  variety  of  arguments  againft  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  replied,  and  propofed  two  additional  pre-  Mr.  wii~ 
cautions,  which  would  render  it  almoft  next  to  an  impof-  **rforc«.  " 
Ability  to  pra&ife   a  fraud-  upon  the  revenue  through  the 
medium  of  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thought   there   was   no  danger  of  Mr.  Chia. 
fraud,  if  the  claufe  were  amended,  and  fomewhat  lefs  loofely  ccI,or  Pit*« 
drawn.     It  wa$  therefore  permitted  to  be  brought  up,  and 
the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  upon  it,  and  after  fome 
altercations  upon  it,  poftponed  the  farther  conlideration  of 
it  till  the  Monday  following. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  paper  delivered  to  the  Houfe 
by  Mr.  Moreton,  refpe&ing  Almas  Ally  Cawn  : 

Extrafl:  of  Bengal  Secret  Confutations,  24th  O&ober,  1780. 
*     At  a  Council,    PRESENT, 

kdward  Wheeler,  and         \  *?*    --^ 
John  M'Pherfon,  )  Efquires. 

The  honourable  the  Governor  General,  s 

and  >  Indifpofed. 

Lieutenant  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote,      J 

The  proceedings  of  the  21ft  inftant  read,  and  approved. 

The  Governor  General  fends  his  private  fecretary  with 
the  following  minute  to  the  Board  : 

The  Governor  General  now  fubmits  to  tbe  perufal  and 

corne&ion  of  the  members  of  the  Board,   the  inftru&ions 

which  Jie  has  prepared  for  Mr.  Briftovr,,    defiriflg  that  it  may 

1  be 
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lie  minuted  in  this  place ;  but  that  the  inftru&lons  them- 
selves may  be  withheld  from  the  confutations,  at  leaft  for 
fome  time,  as  they  confift  of  a  great  variety  of  fubje£U  re- 
quiring the  raoft  profound  fecrecy. 
Fort  William, 
23d  O&ober,  1782* 

The  Board  approving  the  Governor  General's  propofed 
inftru&ions ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  copied  fair  and  difpatched. 

Refolved,  That  the  draft  of  thefe  inftru&ions  be  not,  for 
the  prefent,  entered  on  record,  but  left  in  the  Governor 
General's  poffeflion  until  a  future  period. 

A  copy  of  the  inftru&ions  given  to  Mr.  Briftow  by  Mr. 
Haftings,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1782,  relative  to  Almas 
Ally  Cawn : 

u  The  means  by  which  Almas  Ally  Cawn  has  been  per- 
**  mitted  to  acquire  independency,  have  been  long  feen,  and 
91  the  effects  ot  it  foretold,  by  every  perfon  acquainted  with 
''•the  ftate  .of  that  government,  except  thofe  immediately 
**  mterefted  In  it.  The  late  "refi dent  has  been  his  conftant 
•'  advocate,  and  I  lately  underftand  that,  however  truly, 
*'  th*  minifter  difclaims  all  concern  in  this  imprudent  mea- 
m  fure.  It  is  very  extraordinary,  that  his  defection,  his  re- 
44  treat  to  the  frontier,  the  fubfequent  negotiations  which 
"  pafted  between  him  and  the  Nabob,  the  engagements  con- 
**  gluded  between  them,  which  referable  more  a  treaty  be- 
u  tween  equal  ftates,  than  a  tranfa&ion  between  a  fovereign 
u  and  his  vaffal,  have  all  pafled  without  the  leaft  coramuni- 
u  cation  of  them  to  me  by  the  refident  or  his  afliftant,  or 
"the  minifter ;  and  in  a  letter  which  1  have  lately  received 
-  u  from  the  Nabob,  the  minifter  has  had  the  prefumption  to 
"  make  the  Nabob  declare  the  whole  to  be  falfe  and  without 
M  foundation,  and  to  affirm  that  every  part  of  his  dominions 
"  enjoyed  the  moft  perfect  peace  and  tranquillity.  Upon 
**  this  fubjedt  the  behaviour  of  the  minifter  is  fo  reprehen- 
•*  fible,  'that  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  let  hitp  jenow 
*'  my  fentiments  of  it.  It  will  at  leaft  fliow  him  how  thin 
"  the  veil  is  by  which  he  covers  his  own  a&s,  and  that  fuch 
•'  artinces  will  only  tend  to  make  them  the  more  criminal, 
%l  from  the  falfehood  and  duplicity,  with  which  they  are  af- 
44  fociated.  As  for  Almas  Ally  Cawn  himfelf,  the  .policy 
u  which  has  been  obferved  towards  him,  has  been  fcanda- 
*<  loufly  derogatory  of  the  Nabob's  dignity  and  intereft,  and 

««  hurtful 
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"  hurtful  to  the  reputatidn  of  our  government,  as  far  as  ft 
**  is  conne£fced  with  it.  If  any  engagement  fliall  a£tually  : 
">  fubfift  between  them,  at  the  time  you  have  charge  of  the  '• 
•'  refidency,  it  muft,  however  exceptionable,  be  faithfully  * 
"  ohferved ;  but  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  criminal  *ol> 
41  fence  to  the  Nabob  his  mailer,  for  which  no  immunity 
"  is  provided  in  the  engagement,  or  he  fhall  break  any  one 
"  of  the  conditions  of  it,  I  do  moft  ftridtly  enjoin  you,  and 
"  it  muft  be  your  fpecial  care  to  endeavour,  either  by  force 
"  or  furpri-ze,  to  fecure  his  perfon,  and  bring  him  to  juftice. 
•«  By  bringing  him  to  •juftice,  I  mean  that  you  urge  the 
"  Nabob,  on  due  conviflion,  to  punifli  him  with  death,  as 
u  a  neceflary  example  to  deter  others  from  the  commiflion 
«*  of  the  like  crimes  ;  nor  muft  you  defift  till  this  is  efleSed. 
«  I  cannot  prefcribe  the  means;  but  to  guard  myfelf  againft  • 
"  the  obloquy  to  which  I  may  be  expofed  by  a  forced  mif- 
««  conftru&ion  of  this  order,  by  thofe  who  may  be  hereafter 
"  employed  in  fearching  our  records  for  cavils  and  informa- 
«*.  tions  againft  me,  I  think  it  proper  to  forbid,  and  proteft 
«'  againft  the  ufe  of  any  fraudulent  artifice  or  treachery  to 
"  accomplish  the  end  which  I  have  prefcribed ;  and  as  you 
«  alone  «ire  privy  to  the  order,  you  will  of  courfe  obferve 
"  the  fecret,  that  it  may  not  tranfpire.  But  I  repeat  my 
"  recommendation  of  it  as  one  of  the  firft  and  moft  eflential 
u  duties  of  your  office." 

Augujl  19. 

As  foon  as  the  bufinefs  of  the  day  was  gone  through, 
Mr.  Sheridan  rofe,  and  began  with  obferving,  that  heMf/Skert- 
feared  he  had  given  unnecefiary  trouble  in  moving  for  fo  dan. 
many  papers,  becaufe  as  thofe  papers  had  not  been  upon  the 
table  more  than  an  hour,  it  had  been  impoffible  for  gentle- 
men in  general  to  have  derived  much  information  from  them. 
At  the  fame  time  that  he  made  this  remark,  he  faid,  he  was 
ready  to  declare  that  be  had  himfelf  obtained  a  degree  of  in-: 
formation  from  them  fufficient  for  his  argument,  and  before 
he  went  into  it,  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  he  had  not 
moved  for  the  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  or  put 
gentlemen  to  the  inconvenience  of  attending  that  day,  folely 
with  a  view  to  fupport  the  affertion  made  fome  time  fince 
by  his  right  honourable  friend,  and  attempted  to  be  refuted 
by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  but  chiefly 
in  order  to  bring  the  ftate  of  the  civil  lift,  and  the  nature 
of  the  fort  of  eftimate  upon  the  table,  into  confi deration,  that 
Vol.  XVI.  G  g  g  the 
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tbp  ftoqle  plight  be  apposed  of  the  manner  in  which  it* 
a<?Qj}ff{  \idd  been  lajd  before  Parliament,  and  of  what  the 
debt  of  the  civil  lift  really  wp,  ??  ^ejl  as  of  the  periods  in 
which  |he  arrear  bad  accrued.    Having  faid  this,  Mr.  Sht- 
ridip  prpd»*c*ji  Mr.  Parke's  bill,  and  re*d  the  title  and  pis* 
an>fe(e,  in  pr^er  tp  fljew,  that  Q»e  of  its  principal  obpfts 
was  tp  prevent  the  civil  lift  from  running  in  debt,  and  to 
put  ^  ftpp  tp  the  pra&ice  pf  jnii*ifter$  coming  down  tp  the 
H^fc  pf  CpromQH*  year  p/ter  ye*r  to  fate,  that  His  M*- 
jefkft  pivU  lift  WW  in  debt,  and  tp  de^re  a  vote  of  money 
tp  ppy  the  &b*.    He  *lfo  read  the  King's  late  mef&ge,  ft#- 
it|g«  that  he  was  (concerned  to  fad  hinjfejf  in  debt,  and  he 
compared  it  with  that  part  of  the  roy^J  fpeech  from  the 
throne  at  the  beginning  of  the  feflSon  pf  Parliament  178a 
and  *?S3»  in  which  His  Majefty  affyircs  Parliament,  that  he 
had  inade  fuch  regulations  in  regard  to  his  civil  lift,  at 
iHetrid  for  the  future  prevent  his  eKpences  exceeding  bis  ID- 
come.    Upon  thefe  dpcuroents,  be  reafpoed  to  fi»ew9  that 
the  aft  e#  Parliament,  commonly  called  Mr.  Burke'*  hill, 
and  the  royal  word  from  the  throne,  had  been  violated,  by 
the  Miaifter's  having  lately  corne  tp  the  Houfe  with  the  nei- 
iage,  to  which  he  had  alluded,   and  obtained  a  vote  fcr 
foiOQol.    He  ftated,  that  the  proceeding  had  beep  extremely 
repteheflfible  and  improper,  becaufe  if  Mr.  Burke's  bill  had 
proved  to  he  inefficient  and  inadequate,  with  refpe&  to  fine 
pf  its  principal  objedts,   viz.    the  preventing  the  civil  lift 
from  going  into  arrear,  the  regulafr  ^nd  the  right  way  would 
have  been  to  have  moved  for  leave  tp  bring  in  a  bill  to  .amend 
the  aft,  and  to  have  given  fuch  an  addition  to  the  civil  lift 
tas  experience  fliouldhave  proved  was  abfolutely  necegary*. 
Mf.  Sheridan  next  called  the  Hoyfe  hack  to  the  recoll&ion 
of  what  had  pafled  on  the  day  when  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman oppofke  to  hjrri  had  ftated,   that  pporj  the  fouf  laft 
quarters  Qt  the  ctvi}  lift  there,  had  been  an  arrear  of  foftVrfouf 
thoufand  ppunds,     This  he  had,  at  the  tigne,  qonjroverted, 
pnd  he;  had  fince  made  a  good  deal  pf  inquiry  into  the  trqe  ftate 
pf  the  affair,  $nd  he  {Tattered  hinifelf  he  Ihoold  he  able  to 
orbve,  that  the  debt,   whejn  the  fight  honourable  fceptleman 
liad  ajked  for  the  fifcty  thoujand  pounds,  was  not  forty-  jbc^r 
thoufand  pounds,  and  thaj  the  eftimate  upon  the  table  tras 
rnfrnifeftly  incorreft,  hp  Jefs  djan  eieh.ty  places,  having  ^fjen 
left  put  of  it,  the  money  to  pay  the  faTaries  pf  which  amounted 
to  eleven  thoufand  pounds;  esclufive  of  that  daring  error, 
wh;ch  Mr.Gilbert,  the  author  of  that  eftimate,  had  falleji  ugktL 
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he  declared  the  eftimate  itfelf  was  fallacious.  He  did  not  meart 
that  its  title  did  not  fpeak  its  import.  It  certainly  did,  but 
the  Whole  of  the  eftimate  itfelf  was  delufive,  becdufe  it  only 
compared  the  actual  charges  incurred  and  paid  oiit  of  the  civil 
lift,  againft  an  eftimate  of  the  four  quarters  jaf  receipt  <tf  the 
90o,oodl.  voted  by  Parliament,  whereas  every  body  knew 
that  there  were  various  fums  that  ciarae  from  time  to  tihie  in 
aid  of  the  civil  lift,  fuch  as  favirigs,  the  fuppreffed  place*, 
fees,  and  fums  impreft  from  the  Exchequer,  all  of  which 
ought  to  betaken  into  the  account  of  the  receipts,  in  Order  to 
diftinguifli  between  a  bare  exceeding  upon  a  comparifon  of 
the  expenditure  againft  the  900,00c!.  and  an  atfear  a&Uilly 
incurred  by  the  expenditure  exceeding  the  grofs  receipt*  By 
the  miftake  that  he  had  already  mentioned,  viz.  the  totrf 
omiffion  of  the  mention  of  eighty  places,  the  faiaries  of  Which 
afnouhted  to  eleven  thoufand  poutids,  the  Houfe  would  fee 
that  even  upon  the  ftatement  of  Mr.  Gilbert*  if  the  eftimate 
had  been  coi-reft,  the  expences  of  the  civil  lift  Would  (land  at 
9ir,CooL  inftead  of  906,006).  There  confequehtly  were 
M,oool.  out  of  the  44,00 ol.  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  flated  as  the  debt  upon  the  four  laft  quar- 
ters, and  he  Would  ptefently  prove  that  a  great  deal  fiibfe  wag 
to  be  taken  off.  In  Order  to  do  this,  Mr.  Sheridan  entered 
into  a  long  train  of  arguments  founded  upon  figures*  through 
Which  it  was  impoffible  to  follow  hiftl  in  detail  from  memory. 
We  fliall  only  therefore  ftate  the  leading  parts  of  what  Wo  un- 
detftood  him  to  feafon  upon.  Added  to  the  eleven  thoufand 
potirtds  atifing  froth  the  eighty  places  omitted  in  the  eftimate, 
there  was,  he  faid,  a  furjrius  of  the  itiofley  voted  in  aid  of  the 
civil  li A  laft  yeaf,  amounting  to  10,900k  There  Was  ftlfo  * 
ftlib  iri  the  Ekdhequet  of  two  of  three  thoufand  bcHind*,  Mi 
a  fum  of  tW6  thoufand  in  the  h&nds  of  the  Lord  Ch&tfiberUin. 
Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Sheridah  contended,  that  there  had 
beeh  no  arrear  iireuf  fed  during  the  two  fir  ft  quarters,  ami  that 
updri  the  whole  four,  the  arrear  had  oMy  afliourtted  to  abofot 
i^feert  thoufand  pounds,  which  <34rtsfmW  Mas  no  gfttf  debt 
f6r  the  civy  lift  to  have  incurred.  He  faid,  the  Cftflftffltt . 
quitter,  endift^  January  |,  17*4,  tfeitfeet  lie  ttor  his  right 
heftotitabte  fri<md  was  anfWefable  fof,  as  they  Had  gfcnti  out 
of  isf&ct  ori  the  itfth  Of  De<*i*b».  tie  added  a  V*ft  variety  &f 
ifigeniotis  Kfcfdttiftg  to  Muftrdte  his  pbfitions  5  ahd  before  M 

mate  His  rtibttoh,  feid,  he  flattered  fekafelf  he  had  mad*  [toad 

W»  Wofd  ;  and  uirWi  it  Was  ittteftded  m  the  dthet  fide  affile 

Hfttifc  to  tbfon  10  a  cfuibbit  between  tM  W*r*  Artfttf  m& 

Ggga  the 
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the  word  exceeding  (which  he  fhould  confider  as  the  moft 
pitiful  of  all  quibbles)  fie  couceived  what  he  had  faid  could 
not  be  denied,  much  lefs  refuted  ;  and  for  that  reafon  he  trufted, 
there  would  be  no  obje&ion  made  to  two  motions  that  he 
fhould  offer  upon  the  fubjeft.  Mr.  Sheridan  read  his  mo- 
tions, before  he  made  them ;  the  firft.  was,  a  Resolution, 
that  a  true  eftimate  of  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift  ihould 
be  prepared  againft  the  next  feffion  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
and  that  it  fhould  be  drawn  corre£Uy,  and  agreeable  to  the  di- 
redbton  of  Mr.  Burke's  .bill ;  the  other  was,  that  a  complete 
and  accurate  account  of  the  entire  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the 
civil  lift  for  the  paft  year,  fhould  be  annually  laid  before  that 
Houfe*  which  Mr.  Burke's  bill  alfo  exprefsly  ordered.  Mr. 
Sheridan  concluded  with  making  his  firft  motion, .  which 
Mr.  Fox  feconded. 
Mr.  Rofc.  *  Mr.  Role  faid,  he  fhould  be  extremely  furptized  if  his  right 
honourable  friend  agreed  to  either  of  the  motions.  The  firft, 
he  declared  to  be  fuperfluous  and  unneceffary,  and  the  fecond. 
impoffible  to  be  complied  with.  It  was,  he  faid,  very  true, 
that  the  mi  flake  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
been  made  in  preparing  the  eftimate,  and  it  was  not  trll  very 
lately  that  the  omiflion  of  the  eighty  places  was  difcovered. 
Without  any  motion  therefore,  a  corredt  eftimate  would  be. 
prepared  as  a  thing  of  courfe,  and  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
With  regard  to  the  fecond  motion,  fuch  an  account,  as  that 
called  for,  was  impoffible  to  be  made  out,  adtually  impoffible 
for  want  of  their  being  able  to  come  at  a  knowledge  of  the 
fees.  Let  the  aft  of  Parliament  therefore  order  it  ever  fo  po-' 
fitively,  thea6t  could  not  be  complied  with,  becaufe  impoffi- 
bilities  could  not  be  performed.  Mr.  Rofe  combated  the 
principal  parts  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  argument,  in  order  to  refute 
his  reafoning.  With  refpefl:  to  the  eftimate  upon  the  table, 
he  faid.  it  was  not  fallacious,  but  was  perfectly  fair,  and  pre- 
cifely  what  it  purported  to  be,  viz.  an  eftimate  of  the  900,000!. 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  civil  lift,  and  an  account  of  all 
the  charges  incurred  upon  it.  He  denied  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  entitled  to  take  the  fayiqgs  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lord.  Chamberlain  into  the  account,  and  declared,  that  the 
perfon  who  now  did  thebufinefs  of  the  late  Lord  Chamberlain 
iad  been  at  the  Treafury  that  morning,  and  had  faid,that  there 
would  be  little  or  no  favings.  He  contended  alfo  againft  other 
art>'  '  into  the  account  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  *pwto- 
*  right  honourable  friend  had  beenjuAified  in 

iflertiorf  pf  Mr*  F03,  that  there  had  been  no 

excefs 
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excefs  of  the  expences  of  the  civil  lift  during  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  by  proving  that  there  had  been  an  exceeding  to  the 
amount  of  forty-four  thoufand  pounds.  With  regard  to  the 
account  called  for  in  the-  fecond  motion,  that  was,  as  he  had 
already  faid',  impoflible  to  be  complied  with ;  but  were  it  not 
fo,  it  would,  if  carried,  imply  a  cenfure-on  the  prefent  Ad- 
xniniftratiQn,  which  they  did  not  deferve;  They  certainly 
neither  withheld,  nor  wifhed  to  withhold,  any  accounts  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift.  The  fecret-fer vice  money, 
that  they  had  received  all  the  time  they  had  been  in  office, 
amounted  to  no  more  than  five  hundred  pounds,  and  that 
had  been  applied  to  purpofes  better  known  to  the  laft  Ad- 
miniftration  than  to  the  prefent.  The  fpecial  fervice  money  . 
was  all  .entered  regularly  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpofe  at 
the  Treafury,  which  might  be  feen  at  any  time.  Mr.  Rofe 
went  a  good  deal  into  figures  in  the  courie  of  his  reply,  but' 
at  length  concluded  with  a  repetition  of  his  two  fummary 
objections,  to  the  two  refolutions,  and  with  moving  the  quei- 
tion  of  adjournment  upon  them. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  to  explain.  The  honourable  gentleman  re-  Mr.  Sheri- 
ftated  fome  of  his  former  arguments,  and  faid,  the  motions  da,1» 
conveyed  no  reflection  on  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  they 
merely  tended  to  enforce  obedience  to  a  pofitive  aft  of  Par- 
liament; he  hoped,  therefore,  the  candour  of  the  Houfe 
would  induce  them  to  fupport  the  refolutions,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  fince  he 
had  not  refuted  any  part  of  his  reafoning. 

:  Mr.  Steele  reminded  the  Houfe  of  what  he  had  faid  in  a  Mr.  Steele, 
former  debate,  and  went  over  that  ground  again.  In  anfwer 
to  the  arguments  that  the  Minifter  ought  not  to  have  afked 
for  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  when  there  was  not  an  arrear  of 
forty-four  thoufand,  Mr.  Steele  cited  the  conduct  of  Lord 
John  Cavendifh  laft  year,  who,  he  faid,  as  Chancellor  of 
the.  Exchequer,  had  afked  to  be  allowed  to  raife  fifty-five 
thoufand  pounds  upon  the  civil  lift,  in  two  fums  of  thirty- 
five  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  each,  when  it  afterwards 
turned  out,  that  not  above  three  or  four  and  forty  thoufand 
pounds  were,  wanted.  Mr.  Steele  moved,  that  the  preamble 
of  the  a&,  impowering  His  Majefty's  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  raife  the  fifty-five  thoufand  pounds  might  be 
read,  in  order  to  convince  the  Houfe  that  it  ftated  on  the 
face.ol  ft,  that  fo  much  was  due  in  the  April  preceding. 
Thu  preamble  having  been  accordingly  read;  Mr.  Steele  rea- 
fonedupoa  it  to  prove,,  that  it  was  obvious  it  had  been  at  that 

time 
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bill,  he  thought  that  the  removal  of  two  Words  would  bring 
it  to  the  precife  idea  which  the  honourable  member  had  pro- 
pofed  ;  and  if  he  would  agree   to  permit  hirii  to  commit  the 
v  bill,  and  it  (hould  appear  that  the  matter  could  not  be  rec- 
tified without  a  breach  of  order,  he  would  confent  to  with* 
.  draw  it. 
Mr.  SHeri-       Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  there  rauft  be  more  than  two 
dan.  words  altered,  and  defired  the  right  honourable  gentleman 

jyould  infpeft  the  bill  more  minutely. 
Mrp  Ord.         Mr.  Ord  faid,  he  did  not  conceive  that  the  orders  of  the 
Houfe  were  infringed  by  the  bill,  which  had  not  yet  its . 
blanks  filled  up ;  and  as  there  wer?  no  penalties  in  the  bill 
before  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  which  could  not  be  done 
before  it  was  committed,  he  argued  that  nothing  beyond  the 
,  .title  had  as  yet  been  affurned  in  the  body  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  argued  that  ftill  the  bill  did  not  exceed 
fcciior  Pitt.  tjjC  limits  allowed  to  it  by  its  title,  for  it  was  not  compulsory 
*  on  any  man  to  regifter  his  qualification,  but  the  perfon  qua- 
lified by  former  laws  :  it  was  optional  in  any  other  perfon 
not  fo  qualified  to  take  but  a  licenfe,  for  the  prefent  bill  de- 
manded nothing  from  a  man  who  is  not  qualified.    Had 
there  beep  a  corapulfory  claufe  on  every  man  befidesthefe 
qualified  as  above,  the  obfervation  of  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  would  have  its  force ;  but  in  the  prefent  cafe,  there 
being  no  fuch  compulsion,  the  bill  was  within  its  juft  limits. 
He  then  urged  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpofe 
of  making  the  amendments  which  were  requifite. 
Mr.  Shcri-       Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  apprehend  that  the  bill  could  well  be 
4an.  altered  by  the  Committee  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  bring  it 

back  regularly  to  the  precife  limits  toarked  out  by  the  refb* 
lution  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  which  the 
bill  was,  or  at  lead  ought  to  have  been  founded,  and  beyond 
the  limits  of  which  it  could  not  be  extended,  without  a  vio- 
lation of  the, form  of  proceeding  hitherto  religiously  ob* 
ferved  by  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  chan-  Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  begged  then  to  know  what  was  the 
cciior  Pitt,  .honourable  gentleman's  objection  to  the  bill  in  its  prefent 

form  ;  for,  he  faid,  he  really  had  not  attended  to  it. 
Mr.  Shcri.      Mr.  Sheridan  replied,    that  he  was  really   aftonifted  at 
<5an.  fuch  aqueftion  ;  he  never  could  have  conceived  that  a  gentle- 

man who  had  taken  fo  much  pains  to  combat  his  ©bjeakm, 
and  to  fhew  that  by  leaving  out  a  few  words  in  one  or  two  of 
the  claufes,  it  height  be  very  eaiily  removed,  could  after- 
wards afk  what  that  very  objefiion  was.     His  objeftion  wa* 

this  : 
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this  ;  as  he  had  already  ftated  it,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  gleans  on  this  head  went  no  far- 
ther than  to  impofe  a  tax  on  perfons,  already  qualified  by 
law  to  kill  game,  on  the  regiftering  of  their  qualifications  ; 
but  the  bill  went  a  great  deal  farther,  and  extended  the  tax 
to  all  perfons  indifcriminately,  who  fhould  take  out  licenfes 
to  (hoot.  This  was  certainly  a  ft  retch  made  by  the  framer  of 
the  bill,  not  warranted  by  the  refolution  ;  which  had  in  its 
contemplation  a  lefs  extended  defcription  of  men,  than  were 
made  obje&sof  the  bill* 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  finding  that  the  order  of  the  Houfe  Mr.  Chan* 
was  againft  the  bill,  faid,  that  if  it  was  withdrawn,  much  cclfo'  Pitt< 
•  time  would  be  loft  before  it  could  be  prefented  again  ;  for 
though  only  two  alterations  were  to  be  made  in  it,  it  muft 
be  copied  over  again ;  and  that  could  not  be  done  this  day, 
as  the  bill  confifted  of  twenty-feven  fheets* 

Mr.  Sheridan,  however,  did  not  infift  that  the  order  fhould  Mf«  Sty*** 
be  eaforced ;  he  convinced  the  right  honourable  member*  *an* 
that  though  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  throw  out  his  bill  for 
that  time,  in  fpite  of  his  majority,  ftill  he  would  not  oppofe 
the  commitment  of  the  bill,  which  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  had  fo  much  at  heart ;  he  faid  that  if  no  one  elfe 
fhould  infift  upon  the  order  being  enforced,  he  would  with- 
draw his  opposition. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  returned  hifn  thanks  for  his  conde-  Mr.  Chan* 
Icenfion.     The  bill  was  then  lent  to  the  Committee,  where  cellor  Pitt. 
it  was  fo  altered^  as  to  be  made  conformable  to  the  refolu- 
tion of  ways  and  means,  to  which  it  had  a  reference.     When 
the  Houfe  was  refumed,  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into 
a  Committee  on  the  hat  duty  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  obferved,  that  the  tax  to  be  paid  on  li*  Mr.  Sheri. 
cenfes,  by  perfons  exercifing  the  trade  of  hat  making,  would,  d"« 
he  apprehended,  greatly  reduce  the  duty  on  the  manufac- 
ture ;  as  it  would  difcourage  many  perfons  in  country  towns 
and  villages  from  making  hats  :  there  were  a  great  many 
poor  hatters  in  the  country,  who  lived  principally  by  jouN 
ney  work,  but  occafionally  made  hats  on  their  own  account 
for  their  neighbours ;  and  this  circumftance  would  fubjeft 
him  to  the  neeeflky  of  taking  out  a  licenfe,  at  a  price, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  much  too  high.  In  many  vil- 
lages in  Staffordfhire,  he  knew  that  hatmakers  rented  fmall 
houfes  at  the  very  low  rents  of  from  thirty  to  thfrty-five  and 
forty  (hillings  a  year ;  now  a  tax  of  ten  fhillings  for  a  Iicenfe, 
being  equal  to  the  fourth  of  their  rent,  was  certainly  too 

F  f  f  a  hijjlu 
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high.  With  refpeft  to  the  hattnakers  of  London,  Jie  would 
fay  nothing ;  thty  were,  perhaps,  able  to  bear  it  without  any 
inconvenience :  bnt  with  refpeft  to  thofe  in  country  towns 
and  villages,  he  ihould  propofe  that  the  tax  for  the  licenfe 
fhould  be  reduced  one  half;  fo  that  in  country  towns  it 
Ihould  be  ten  fh tilings,  and  in  villages  five  fhillings. 
Mr.  Steele.  Mr.  Steele  faid  the  honourable  member's  proposal  was  not 
unreafonable ;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
mean  to  oppofe  it. 

The  bill  then  went  into  a  Committee,  where  Mr.  She- 
ridan's alteration  of  the  tax  was  admitted.  The  Houfe  was 
then  refumed,  and  adjourned. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  game  qualification 
bill  having  been  brought  up,  and  read  a  firft  time, 
Mr.  Shtri-       Mr.  Sheridan  rofe,  and  re-ftated  fome  of  his  former  ob- 
4aft.  jeftions ;  admitting,  however,  that  the  bill  had  been  ft>  al- 

tered and  modified  in  the  Committee,  that  it  no  longer  ex- 
ceeded the  limits  prefcribed  for  it  by  the  refolution,  under 
the  authority  of  which  it  had  been  introduced  into  the 
Houfe.  Mr.  Sheridan  admitted  alfo,  that  the  bill  would  not 
.  add  to  the  fevere  and  oppreffive  tendency  of  the  game  laws; 
on  the  contrary,  he  faid,  it  would  be  a  nugatory  a£t,  and 
extremely  unproductive.  He  contended,  that  none  but 
poachers  would  derive  any  benefit  from  it,  and  ftated,  in  a 
ludicrous  way,  the  circumftances  that  might  be  produced  in 
consequence  of  fuch  a  bill's  paffing  into  a  law,  declaring  that 
a  great  variety  of  perfons  otherways  qualified,  than  merely 
in  right  of  property,  would  not  take  out  any  licenfe.  Upon 
the  whole  confideration  ef  the  prefent  bill,  and  of  the  ex- 
traordinary abilities  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  un- 
der whofe  direction  it  was  drawn,  it  was  plaio,  he  faid,  that 
it  was  utterly  impoffible  to  frame  a  rational  fyftem  of  game 
laws ;  indeed,  there  never  yet  had  pafled  a  bill  relative  to 
game,  and  he  was  convinced  there  never  would  pafs  one,  that 
was  not  irreconcileable  either  to  common  fenfe  or  common 
juftice. 
Mr.  Chan*  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  took  credit  to  himfelf,  for  having  been 
ceikr  Pitt,  able,  in  the  Committee,  to  have  met  two  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  principal  objections,  and  to  have  furmounted 
them  both,  viz.  the  objeAion  ftated  on  Thurfday  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  that  the  bill  exceeded  the  powers  granted  by  the 

refolution, 
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refolution,  ordering  it  to  be  brought  in,  and  the  obje&ion 
againft  it,  as  tending  to  add  to  the  harfh  effeft  of  the  game 
laws. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe.  once  more  ;  and  Alderman  Newnham 
alfo  fpoke  upon  the  fubjeft;  after  which  the  amendments 
were  read  through  a  fecond  time ;  and  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrafted. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  meant  to  make  a  motion  on  a  fubjeft  Mr.  Shed* 
which,  advanced  as  the  feffion  was,  there  muft  neverthelefs  d*ft> 
be  fome  converfation  about,  before  Parliament  rofe.  He 
meant  the  account  produced  to  the  Houfe  when  the  civil  lift 
was  under  confederation,  which  ftated,  that  the  arrear  upon 
the  laft  year  amounted  to  44,0001.  This  account  Mr.  She- 
ridan declared  to  be  fallacious  and  ill  founded.  He  faid,  the 
expenccs  of  the  civil  lift  did  not  come  within  his  department 
when  in  office,  and  therefore  when  the  matter  was  laft  agi- 
tated, he  was  perfe&ly  ignorant  of  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
he  had  fince  inquired  particularly  into  the  matter,  and  he 
found  the  fa£k  to  be  as  he  had  ftated  it.  The  nature  of  the 
fallacy,  he  faid,  was  this  :  the  account  was  made  out  fo  as  to 
exhibit  on  one  fide  the  aftual  expenditure  upon  each  quarter, 
and  to  fet  againft  it  only  the  amount  of  the  quarter's  divi- 
fion  of  the  900,000!.  allotted  for  the  civil  lift,  whereas  it 
ought  alfo  to  ftate  on  the  fide  of  receipt,  all  the  fuma  that 
came  in  aid  of  the  civil  lift,  which  would  of  courfe  go  to 
the  diminution  of  the  excefs  of  expenditure.  There  was, 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  fum  of  10,9001.  which  fell  into  the 
firft  quarter  of  the  year  when  his  right  honourable  friend  was 
in  office,  and  that  ought  to  have  been  fet  againft  the  excefs 
of  13,0001.  upon  the  expenditure  of  that  quarter.  Mr.  She* 
ridan  moved,  <c  That  an  abftraft  of  the  account  of  the  civil 
"  lift  be  printed." 

This  produced  an  altercation  upon  the  fubjeft  between  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Steele,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  Mr.  Sheridan  perfifting  in  his  pofition ;  and 
the  three  laft  mentioned  gentlemen  denying  that  there  was 
any  fallacy  in  the  cafe,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  lhould  be  glad  to 
have  a  little  converfation  with  Mr.  Fox  upon  the  fubjeft. 
To  which  Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  certainly  might; 
have  that  pleafure,  as  his  right  honourable  friend  would  be 
prefent  when  the  matter  came  under  difcuffion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  paper* 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  tea  and  window  bill, 

Mr.  JVilherforce  rofe,  and  opened  the  purport  of  a  claufe  Mr.Wilfey* 
which  he  fhould  move  to  bring  up  and  annex  to  the  bill,  by  fo^c- 
way  of  rider.     The  claufe  was  to  give  country  dealers  a  ' 

power  to  return  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  the  chefts  of 
tea  that  they  had  on  hand,  under  certain  regulations  and  re* 
ftri&ions,  and  to  receive  the  excife  paid  upon  it  back  again. 
Mr.  Wilberforce  explained  the  nature  of  the  claufe^  and 
pointed  out  the  extreme  care  that  had  been  taken  fo  to  draw 
it,  as  to  guard  agahift  any  poffible  abufe  of  it. 

Mr,  Jikinforiy  in  a  very  able  fpecch,  reprobated  the  claufe  Mr.  Atkia. 
as  inadmiffible,  declaring  it  would  fet  the  ingenuity  of  thirty  fon- 
thoufand  perfons  at  work  to  defraud  the  revenue,  and  give 
the  Direftors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  a  degree  of  trouble 
which  they  were  on  no  account  willing  to  undertake.     Mr. 
Atkinfon  added  a  variety  of  arguments  againft  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  replied,  and  propofed  two  additional  pre-  Mr.  \yn- 
cautions,  which  would  render  it  almoft  next  to  an  impof-  bcrforc*.  * 
Ability  to  praftife    a  fraud-  upon  the  rev enue  through  the 
medium  of  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thought   there   was  no  danger  of  Mr.  Chaa- 
fraud,  if  the  claufe  were  amended,  and  fomewhat  Iefs  loofely  ccllor  p»**« 
drawn.     It  was  therefore  permitted  to  be  brought  up,  and 
the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  upon  it,  and  after  fome 
altercations  upon  it,  poftponed  the  farther  confideration  of 
it  till  the  Monday  following. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  paper  delivered  to  the  Houft 
by  Mr.  Moreton,  refpe&ing  Almas  Ally  Cawn  : 

Extra£k  of  Bengal  Secret  Confutations,  24th  O&ober,  1782. 
At  a  Council,    PRESENT, 

tdward  Wheeler,  and         \  x?*  ,.    e 
John  M'Pherfon,  )  Efquires. 

The  honourable  the  Governor  General,  s 

and  >  Indifpofed. 

Lieutenant  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote,      J 

The  proceedings  of  the  21ft  inftant  read,  and  approved. 

The  Governor  General  fends  his  private  fecretary  with 
the  following  minute  to  the  Board  : 

The  Governor  General  now  fubmits  to  the  perufal  and 

corneftton  of  the  members  of  the  Board,   the  inftru&ions 

which  Jie  has  prepared  for  Mr.  BriftoWj    defirirtg  that  it  may 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  tea  and  window  bill, 

Mr.  JViiberforce  rofe,  and  opened  the  purport  of  a  claufe  Mr.Wil%* 
which  he  fhould  move  to  bring  up  and  annex  to  the  bill,  by  fo?c' 
way  of  rider.     The  claufe  was  to  give  country  dealers  a  ' 

power  to  return  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  the  chefts  of 
tea  that  they  had  on  hand,  under  certain  regulations  and  re* 
iiriftions,  and  to  receive  the  excife  paid  upon  it  back  again. 
Mr.  Wilberforce  explained  the  nature  of  the  claufe,  and 
pointed  out  the  extreme  care  that  had  been  taken  fo  to  draw 
it,  as  to  guard  agahift  any  poffible  abufe  of  it. 

Mr,  Jikinforiy  in  a  very  able  fpecch,  reprobated  the  claufe  Mr.  Atkia. 
as  inadmiffible,  declaring  it  would  fet  the  ingenuity  of  thirty  fon- 
thoufand  perfons  at  work  to  defraud  the  revenue,  and  give 
the  Direftors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  a  degree  of  troubte 
which  they  were  on  no  account  willing  to  undertake.     Mr, 
Atkinfon  added  a  variety  of  arguments  againft  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  replied,  and  propofed  two  additional  pre-  Ux.  wn- 
cautions,  which  would  render  it  almoft  next  to  an  impof-  bcrforc*. 
Ability  to  praftife    a  fraud-  upon  the  revenue  through  the 
raedium  of  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thought   there   was  no  danger  of  Mr.  Chw- 
fraud,  if  the  claufe  were  amended,  and  fomewhat  Iefs  loofely  ccllor  p»*« 
drawn.     It  was  therefore  permitted  to  be  brought  up,  and 
the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  upon  it,  and  after  feme 
altercations  upon  it>  poftponed  the  farther  confideration  of 
it  till  the  Monday  following. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  paper  delivered  to  the  Houfe 
by  Mr.  Moreton,  refpedting  Almas  Ally  Cawn  : 

ExtraS  of  Bengal  Secret  Confutations,  24th  October,  1782. 
'     At  a  Council,    PRESENT, 

tdward  Wheeler,  and         \  v*    .tfmm 
John  M'Pherfon,  J  Efquues. 

The  honourable  the  Governor  General,  s 

and  >  Indifpofed. 

Lieutenant  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote,      J 

The  proceedings  of  the  21ft  inftant  read,  and  approved. 

The  Governor  General  fends  his  private  fecretary  with 
the  following  minute  to  the  Board  : 

The  Governor  General  now  fubmits  to  the  perufal  and 

corneftion  of  the  members  of  the  Board,   the  inftru&ions 

which  Jie  has  prepared  for  Mr.  BriftoWj    defirirtg  that  it  may 
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May  18,    1784. 

1  HE  Peers  met  this  day,  in  obedience  to  the  King's 
Commons.  His  Majefty  went  in  ftate  to  the  Heufe,  and 
being  feated  on  the  throne,  and  attended  by  the  Commons, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  that  His  Majefty  deferred  flating 
his  reafons  for  calling  the  Parliament,  until  the  Commons 
fliould  make  choice  of  a  Speaker. 

May  19. 

His  Majefty  being  feated  on  the  tjiorne,  and  attended  by 
the  Commons,  their  re-ele&ed  Speaker  addrefled  His  Majefty 
in  a  few  words,  ftating  his  inability  to  difchargethe  functions 
of  the  office,  and  praying,  that  His  Majefty  would  intimate 
his  defire  to  the  Commons  to  make  another  choice.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  declared  his  Majefty's  entire  approbation, 
and  the  Speaker  claimed  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  Com- 
mons. This  ceremony  ended,  Hiq  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
open  the  feffion  with  a  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 
[For  which  vide  Commons*  Debates,  Vol.  XV.  page  4.1 

His 
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His  Majefty  and  the  Commons  having  retired,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  (Thurlow)  read  the  fpeech  ;  upon  which, 
TeEirief      The  Earl  of  Macclesfield  rofe,  to  move,  that  an  humble 
leu**"*     addrefs  he  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to  thank  him  for  his 
moil  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne.    In  fupport  of  his 
motion,  he  expatiated  on  the  different  topics  contained  in  the 
fpeech.     He  congratulated  the  Houfe  on  its  meeting  under 
the  prefent  aufpicious  circumftances.     He  adverted  to  thofe 
events  which  had  preffed  themfelves  on  the  mind  of  his  Ma- 
jefty, and  had  called  on  him  to  diflblve  the  late  Parliament. 
He  dwelt  on  the  difference  of  fentiment  that  had  exifted  be- 
tween the  late  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  conftituent  body 
of  the  kingdom.     He  expatiated  on  the  popularity  of  the 
prefent  Miniftry,  and  the  public  fentiments  of  approbation 
with  which  they  had  every  where  been  honoured.     He  ad- 
verted to  the  frauds  in  the  revenue,  and.  pointed  out  their 
magnitude  as  deferving  the  attention  of  the  legiflative  body 
of  the  kingdom.     He  called  the  notice  of  their  Lord/hips  to 
the  ftate  of  affairs  in  India,  as  connected  with  this  country, 
and  concluded  with  obferving,  that  as  His  Majefty  had  been 
gracioufly  plea  fed  to  direft  their  attention  to  objects  of  fo 
much  confequence,  and  fo  intimately  connected  with  the 
happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  .he  would,   therefore,  move  an 
humble  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  for  his  moft  gracious  con- 
defcenfion  on  thefe  momentous  points. 
The  addrefs  re-echoed  the  fpeech. 
LordFal-        Lord  Falmouth  was  happy  to  fecond  the  motion  for  an  ad- 
mouth,       drefs.     It  correfponded,  he  faid,  with  every  fentiment  of  his 
heart,  and  breathed  a  language  of  loyalty  and  attention  to 
the  great  principles  of  the  conftitutiou,  which  did  honour  to 
their  Lordfhips.     He  could  not  help  repeating  with  the  moft 
heart-felt  fatisfaftion,  that  part  which  thanked  His  Majefty 
for  fuch  an  exertion  of  his  prerogative  as  had  produced  a  ge- 
neral appeal  to  the  People.     The  refult  of  that  appeal  was  as 
flattering  to  the  beft  of  Sovereigns,  as  it  was  grateful,  to  all 
the  genuine  lovers  of  their  country.     It  recalled  the  attention 
of  the  Public  to  thofe  fundamental  principles  on  which  the 
united  fabric  of  the  Coriftitution  refted,.and  encouraged  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown  to  proceed  to  the  public  bufinefs  with 
every  profpecT:  of  aflifLance  and  difpatch.   For  his  own  part,  he 
profefled  the  fulleft  confidence  in  the  abilities,  the  vigour  and  the 
virtues  of  His  Majefty's  fervants.      They  were  the  men,  in 
his  opinion,  of  all  others,  moft  likely  to  accorfiplifh  the  feveral 
great  objects  which  the  beft  of  Kings  had  fo  much  at  heart. 

For 
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For  this  reafon,  if  became  their  kordfliips  to  afford  the  eie- 
putive  pcnyer  all  their  influence  in  carrying  forward  fucb 
rneafqrefras  were  deemed  moil  urgent  and  eflential,  under  the 
prefent  critical  fituation  of  public  affairs.  It  was  confe- 
quently  his  opinion  their  Lordfhips  could  not  commence  theif 
parliamentary  duty  in  a  manner  more  becoming  their  4'gnity. 
than  by  voting  the  addrefs,  which,  with  fo  much  propriety^ 
had  been  juft  moved  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  before  him. 
}t  certainly,  as  it  well  merited,  had  his  full  concurrence,  and 
he  trufled  it  would  pafs  with  their  Lordlhips*  unanimous  ap- 
probation. 

The  addrefs  was  then  read. 

Earl  Fifzwilliam  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  motion  for  an  Earl  Fit** 
fddrefs.  He  wifhed  only  to  remark  on  a  circumflance  con*  wiiUaa. 
tained  in  it.  It  was  replete  with  fentiments  of  gratitude  tp 
His  Majefty  for  the  late  diflblution  of  Parliament.  This  was 
a  point  to  which  he  could  by  no  means  give  his  concurrence. 
He  thourfif  His  Majefty's  exercife  of  the  prerogative  repofed 
In  hirn  at  the  period  pt  diflblution,  unneceffary  and  unwar- 
rantable. And  though  he  would  not  dire&ly  oppofe  the  mo* 
tion  for  an  addrefs  on  that  particular  ground,  yet  he  could 
not  refrain  expreffing  his  fentiments  of  difapprobation  of  the 
rneafure,  and  oq  his  legs  publicly  protefting  againft  it. 

The  motion  for  an  addrefs  was  then  read  and  carried* 

The  Houfe  went  up  to  St.  James's,  and  prefented  their 
addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  to  which  he  was  pleafed  to  make  the 
following  ipoft  gracious  anfwer : 

u  My  Lords,  I  thank  you  for  this  very  loyal  arid  dutiful 
**  addrefs.  I  receive  with  great  fatisfaftion  every  frefh  mark 
**  of  your  attachment  to  me,  and  your  ^eal  for  the  public 
"  interefts,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  our  raoft  excellent 
*'  ponftitutioh." 

Jttne%. 

The  E*rl  of  Ejfin&haw  moved  that  the  Houfe  be  fumraojipfl  Th«i»uf 
^Of  the  14th,  on  amotion  refpefting  infolvent debtors, a       .  &**&**• 

June  14* 
Deferred  the  Earl  of  Effingham?*  motion  to  the  17th* 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read* 
.  V*l.XVL  <P  <  The 
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Thtlarl  of  The  Earl  of  Effingham  rofc,  and  begged  to  call  their  Lord- 
Effiflfham.  {hips'  attentidn  to  a  fubjc&,  which  to  him  appeared  of  great 
importance ;  it  was  the  prefent  ftate  of  bur  prifens  which 
were  crowded  in  an  amazing  manner  by  infoivent  debtors  ; 
fo  much  fb,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  them  to  exift, 
tmlefs  fbriicthing  was  very  fhortly  done  ;  for  even  thofc  who 
fhould  be  able  to  procure  fubfiftencc,  to  prevent  them  being 
ftarved  to  death,  would  be  fuffbcated  by  the  numbers  who 
were  confined  together ;  he  would  not,  as  he  had  done  laft 
year,  propofe  any  fpecific  plan  for  their  relief,  but  meant 
merely  to  bring  thofe  diftreffed  objects  forward,  which,  but 
to  fee,  was  to  receive  a  Ihock  to  humanity,  and  point  out  the 
needfity  for  fome  alteration  in  thofe  laws,  which  the  fullnefs 
of  jails  at  prefent,  and  the  number  of  infoivent  bills  which  it 
bad  been  expedient  from  time  to  time  to  pafs,  clearly  de- 
monstrated, were  not  adequate  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  had  been  framed;  it  appeared  to  nim  that  in  making 
theie  alterations,  fome  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  difcri- 
xninate  between  the  fraudulent  .and  the  unfortunate  debtor  ; 
his  Lordfhip  faid,  that  in  his  opinion,,  the  perfons  who  were 
imprifoned  for  debt,  might  be  ranked  in  three  claffcs,  thofe 
who  obtained  goods  under  falfe  pretences,  never  intending  tp 
pay  for  them;  thofe  who  run  in  debt  by  their  profligacy  and 
extravagance,  and  the  poor  unfortunate  man,  who,,  from 
paving  been  made  the  dupe  of  the  other  two,  was  rendered 
incapable  to  do  that  juftice  to  his  own  creditors,  which  was 
j&e  flrft  wifh  of  his  heart ;  the  firft  of  thefe  might  be  com- 
pared to  the  man  who  went  purpofely  to  kill  his  neighbour, 
and  if,  bping  a  premeditated  crime,  deferred  to  be  puoifhod 
Accordingly*  the  next  arifing .  principally  from  want  of 
thought,  wis  certainly  not  fo  culpable,  but.  rather  flood  ia 
the  predicament  of  a  perfon  guilty  of  manslaughter  ;  while 
the  latter,  though  charged  with  the  fame  offence,  ought  to 
...  he  confidcred  as  one  who  had  done  it  by  mere  accident,  and 
without  the  lead  intention  whatever :  upon  theft  grounds,  he 
thought  it  would  be  no  very  difficult  matter  to  frame  a  plan 
That  fhould  more  impartially  admjnifter  juftice,  and  prevent 
fuch  a  number  of  ufeful  manufacturers  from  being  cooped  up 
within  the  wall;  C|f* a  prifon,  to  the  injury?  of  ttf*xftuntry, 
and  the  difgrace  of  humanity  ;  in  hopes  that  fome  plan,  there- 
fore, might  be  adopted,  be  wifhed  their  Lordfhips,  either 
in  the  whole  Hojife,  or  in  a  'Committee,  which  ever  they 
fhould  think  would  be  the  rnoft  efT>£ual,  to  take  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  prifon*  into  their  confideration ;  they  wpuld  then 
'  ■*'■'       K  ••'•*'•        'be 
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be  able  to  order  a  .return  of  the  prifoners  from  every  jailor, 
and  every  other  particular  they  had  a  defirc  to  be  acquainted 
with J  it  had  coft  him  much  time  and  labour  to  gain  that  in- 
formation which  he  had  Acquired  on  the  fubjeft,  which  in- 
deed was  much  more  than  their  Lordfhips  need  be  troubled, 
with.  His  Lordfhip  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  a 
"  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  prefent  ftate 
€C  of  our  different  jails." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  that  from  the  obfervations  now  The  Lord 
made  by  the  noble  Lord,  as  well  as  what  he  had  heard  him  Chancellor. 
rematk  on  the  fubjeft  in  private,  he  was  free  to  declare,  that 
his. Lordfhip  poiTcffed  a  much  greater  knowledge  on  the  fiib- 
jeft  than  he  had  thought  it  poffible  for  any  man  to  acquire, 
unlefshe  had  paid  the  attention  of  his  whole  life  to  it;  he 
ixiuft  have  been  at  infinite  trouble  to  gain  that  information,  ' 

and  was  certainly  very  juftitiable  in  his  remark  that  feme 
difcrimination  of  their  different  cafes  ought  to  be  made. 
The  appearance  of  diftrefs  in  fome  of  thofe  poor  creature;, 
was  truly  pitiable,  and  he  thought  any  creditor  that  would 
continue  an  unfortunate  debtor  in  fuch  a  iituation  was  unr 
worthy  the  name  of  man  ;  he  had  oppofed  the  infolvent  bill 
which  the  noble  Lord  brought  in  laft  year,  becaufe  be  dif- . 
approved  of  its  nature  \  it  was  founded  on  the  principles  of 
thofe  which  had  already  been  tried,  and  proved  inefficacious. 
He  would  moft  cordially  fupport  one  that  appeared  as  a  re- 
medy, or  any  plan  that  tended  to  that  end  ;  he  regretted  as 
much  as  the  noble  Lord  poffibly  could,  to  fee  ourjajls  fo 
much  crowded,  but  he  conceived  in  a  nation  like  ours,  it  was 
a  delicate  fubjedl/it  was  impoffible  for  a  commercial  country 
to  cxift  without  credit,  and  it  was  therefore  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Legislature  to  fupport  that  credit  as  much  as  poffible ;  to 
expunge  imprifonment  for  debt  might  in  fome  meafure  injure 
credit,  for  ^e  creditor  might  *be  more  tenacious  of  his  pro- 
perty, by  not  having  a  kind  of  punifhment  hanging  over  the 
head  of  his  debtor,  to  inftigate  him  to  fulfil  his  contract ; 
it  was  fimilar  in  every  commercial  country  in  Europe,  they 
had  never  thought  it  expedient  to  adopt  any  other,  and  he 
was  apprehenfive  it  would  be  a  dangerous  experiment  in  this;' 
he  did  not  think,  by  any  means,  that 'the  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee would  be  of  any  utility,  as  were  there  but  an  hundred 
cafes  fent  for  their  infpe&ioh,  he  doubted  their  being  able  to 
difcriminate  between  the  unfortunate  man  and  the  knave. 
In  fupport  of  his  different  arguments  his  Lordfhip  gave  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  on  what  is  called  the  Lords  A&» 
-••-•"  ,B  2.  in 
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in  tbt  yiat  x^aS;  flic  infinite  paitfs  that  Were  tak<5H  Iff  tte 
fuming  of  if,  the  many  alterations  it  tmdcrwertt  id  the  xwb 
Hotifes  of  Pari  lament,  and  how  Very  tenacioufr  they  Were  at 
that  time,  both  in  fuppott  of  the  credit  and  the  liberty  of 
the  fbbjeff,  an  inftance  of  which  might  be  draWtt  f roar  their 
gramirtg  two  fhtlFmgi  tod  foar-pence  per  Week  to  the  debtory 
lrt  cafe*  of  execution,  to  prevent  a  malicious  creditor  from 
keeping  him  wantonly  in  prifon.  After  a  variety  of  perti- 
nent remarks  on  the  urbjeft,  hit  Lordfhip  repeated  hit  wrfh, 
that  fome  effeSive  plan  might  be  adopted,  promifing  to  give 
it  hit  fopport  whenever  it*  Ihonld  be  brought  forward ; 
But  disapproved  of  the  prefent  mode,  as  inadequate  to  th^ 
purpofc.  • 

Th€  ihr!  »r  The  Eatl  of  Effingham  replied  to  feveral  parts  of  the  noote 
Effingham.  Lord's  fpeech,  and  contended  that  the  Committee  would  be 
competent  to  the  talk ;  nothing,  he  fard,  couH  more  clearly 
cVfnottftrate  the  neceffity  6f  fome  regulation,  than  the  cir- 
cumftance  alluded  to  by  the  Icarfkd  Lord,  for  the  allowance 
of  two  (hillings  and  four  pence  per  week ;  he  fuppofed  tWi* 
Lordfhips  would  fcarcely  bcfieVe  him,  when  he  fhould  m- 
fbrm  them,  that  to  receive  this  benefit,  they  muff  be  adttaily 
worth  more  than  four  pounds,  and  yet  lefs  than  five  :  hew* 
eve*  ftrange  this  might  appear,  it  was  an  abfelute  faft ;  for, 
tfntefs  they  were  in  poffeffioii  of  four  pounds,  tSey  Were  in- 
able  to  pay  the  fees ;  and  they  were  obliged?  to  fwear  tHfcm-  " 
felvcs  nbt  wdrth  five.     He  did  not  mean  to  caft  the  Icaft  t*- 


detedl  the  impofitions  of  an  artful  attorney. 

The  motion  Was  at  length  put,  and  6n  a  dWifion  thdrt 
appeared,  for  it,  5  *  ftgamftit*  14. 

It  was  of  courfe  rejected  by  a  majority  of  niiie* 

Juht  18. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  ot  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Eaft-India  Company  to  make  a  dividend  after 
the  rate  of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  having  been  moved  and 
read,  "  That  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time;''  it  was  read  ac- 
cordingly. It  was  then  moved,  "  That  the  bill  do  pals,* 
U.  Louth-  Lord  Loughborough  upon  this  rofe,  and  began  with  dcclar- 
4.  >.  .^  ^at  ^c  ^  ^^  heard  the  bill  was  arrived  at  that  period 
in  their  Lord  (hips'  Houfe  till  that  morning,  x>r  he  certainly 
would  have  objected  to  it  earlier,  but  as  the  fa&  turned  out 

to 
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I'd  'fee  that  the  bill  wis  hot  brought  into  tte  Houfc  till  Friday 
laft  late  in  the  day,  and  was  then  read  a  firfl  and  fecond 
time,  and  the  Committee  negatived,  it  would  not,  he  trufttd, 
appear  to  be  very  extraordinary  that  he  fhbuld  not  have  pp- 
pofed  it  before  it  was  known  to  be  propofed.  His  Lordfhip 
then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  making  it  lawful  for  the  Coiupa-, 
hy  to  declare  a  dividend  upon  the  laft  halt  year  after  the 
rate  of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  at  the  prefent  moment,  to. 
be  an  qnwife,  unwarrantable,  and  probably  an  unjuft  ex-. 
ercife  of  legiflative  authority.  He  reminded  their  Lordfhips* 
that  the  Houfe  was,  as  yet,  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  ftate 
of  the  Company's  affairs,  and  aflced,  whether  the  noble 
Lords  prefent  would  think  themfelves  iuftifiecf  in  giving  their- 
fan&ion  to  the  Company's  rfiaking  a  dividend  to  that  extent, 
while  they  had  yet  to  learn  how  far  tte  affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany would  juftify  fuch  a  proceeding?  He  remarked,  that  *- 
Committee  of  ttje  Houfe  of  Comjnons  had  been  appointed 
to  examine  the  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  and  that  Committee  had  afttjally  made  a  Report 
upon  the  ohjeft  of  their  investigation.  With  that  Report 
upon  the  table  of  the  other  Etoufe*  with  whit  face,  he  afked* 
could  the  authors  of  the  bill  call  upon  their  Lordfhips  to  af- 
fent  to  a  bill*  with  a  preamble  worded  as  the  preamble  of 
the  prefent  bill  was  ?  He  averted,  that  the  recital,  that  thera 
had  not  been  time  for  the  confederation  of  Parliament  with 
tegard  to  what  the  ftate  of  the  Eaft- India  Company**  affairs 
really  was,  and  how  far  their  fituatiOn  could  warrant  their 
making  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  was  unwarrantable,  and, 
in  faft,  devoid  of  truth.  He  appealed  therefore  to  the  Houfey 
whether  it  was  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  their  proceed- 
ings under  fuch  circumstances,  to  adopt  the  bill  then  under 
conGderatioo  ?  In  order  to  ftrengthen  this  appeal,  he  urged 
it  to  the  plain  fenfe  and  underftanding  of  their  Lordihipt, 
that  the  Eaft-India  Company  could  not  divide  at  all,  but  ei- 
ther from  their  own  money K the  ftate  of  their  affairs  being  fo 
profperous,  that  it  afforded  them  a  fufficient  furplus  over  and 
above  their  debts  to  anfwer  and  juftify  the  fum  divided;  or 
they  muft  divide  the  money  of  the  Public,  or  the  money  of 
their  creditors.  In  refpeft  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  had  it  been 
made  to  appear  that  the  Company  was  in  a  condition  to  di- 
vide four  per  cent,  upon  the  paft  half  year?  By  the  exifting 
Aft  of  Parliament,  the  Direftors  were  obliged  to  lay  a  com- 
plete ftate  of  their  affairs,  to  the  5th  of  March  in  each  .year* 
before  both  Houfes.  Was  any  fuch  ftate  upon  the  table  of 
either  Houfe,  or  would  it  be  pretended  that  the  Company 

could, 
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could,  voder  their  prefent  circuroftances,  fo  ftate  their  affairs, 
as  to  fhew  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  their  Lordfhips,  or  of  any 
indifferent  individuals,  that  they  had  a  clear  furplus  equal 
to  the  amount  of  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  upon  the  paft 
half  year  ?  Undoubtedly  no  man  would  be  fo  rafh  as  to  ven- 
ture to  affert,  either  tnat  they  had  prefented,  or  that  they 
could  prefent,  fuch  a  ftatement  of  their  affairs  as  he  had 
defcribed.  That  being  the  cafe,  was  it  meant  that  the  Com- 
pany fhould  be  permitted  to  divide  fo  much  of  the  public 
money,  as  the  amount  of  the  fum  which  the  bill  authorifed 
them  to  divide  ?  If  it  was,  why  not  avow  it  ?  In  either  cafe 
the  truth  ought  to  be  ftated.  Should  the  fituation  of  the 
Company's  affairs  appear  not  to  be  fuch  as  the  exifting  law 
required  them  to  be,  before  they  come  to  Parliament  for  a 
bill  to  authorife  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent.,  that' ought  to 
be  recited  in  the  preamble,  and  a  reafon  affigncd  why  Par- 
liament neverthelefs  declared  fuch  a  dividend  lawful  as  the 
bill  meant  to  authorife.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  meant 
to  ajfift  the  Company  with  the  public  money,  the  purpofe 
ihould  be  declared,  and  a  fund  provided  for  the  fupply  of 
the  fum  neceffkry.  With  regard  to  the  third  idea,  that  of 
fan&ioning  the  Eaft-India  Company  to  make  a  dividend  out 
of  the  money  of  their  creditors,  there  was  fomething  fo  enor- 
mous in  the  propofition,  that  he  could  not  for  a  moment 
fuppofe  the  Houfe  willing  to  connive  at  a  matter  which 
amounted  to  a  grofs  fraud,  and  a  direft  robbery.  His  Lord- 
fliip  enlarged  oti  this  part  of  his  argument,  and  ftated  the 
poffibilitv  of  its  appearing  when  Parliament  had  gone  through 
the  consideration  of  them,  that  the  Company's  affairs  were' 
far  from  profperous.  He  aflted,  would  that  Houfe  chufe 
to  commit  itfelf  Co  far  as  to  have  authorifed  a  bankrupt  to 
make  a  dividend  out  of  the  money  of  his  creditors,  ifrftead 
of  out  of  the  clear  and  unincumbered  produce  of  his  own 
cftate  ?  Was  the  bare  poffibility  of  having  lent  the  authority 
of  the  Legislature  to  fuch  a  procedure,  to  be  endured  for  a 
moment?  Another  ground  of  objeftion,  his  Lordlhip  faid, 
occurred  to  him,  which  impreffed  his  mind  with  equal  force 
with  what  he  had  obferved  already,  and  that  was,  that  the 
prefent  bill  declared  it  to  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to 
make  a  dividend  not  exceeding  four  per  cent.  Bythis  de- 
claration the  bill  clearly  exempted  the  Court  of  jDireftors 
and  the  Company  from  any  refponCbility,  fhould  it  here- 
after appear  that  the  affairs  of  the  Company  were  by  no 
means  in  a  condition  to  afford  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent. 

Was 
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Was  that  a  proceeding  of  which  their  Lordfliips  were  aware'; 
and  was  it  to  be  preiumcd  that  they  were  prepared  to  take 
upon  themfelves  the  jollification  of  a  meafure  which  might 
eventually  turn  out  to  have  been  improvident,  diihoneft*  and 
inequitable?  He  affured  their  Lordfhips,  that  he  did  not 
colour  the  cafe,  too  warmly  or  too  ftrongly.  Let  any  indivi- 
dual Peer,  when  he  left  that  Houfe,  coolly  and  foberly  con- 
sider the  import  of  the  aft,  and  what  it  was  that  it  declared 
to  be  lawful,  and  then  let  him  afk  himfelf,  if,  under  all  the 
circumftances  of  the  fituation  of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
as  far  as  he  could  have  knowledge  of  them,  as  a  member  of 
that  Houfe  of  Parliament,  he  was  convinced  he  had  a  right 
to  declare  it  lawful  for  the  Eaft-India  Company  to  make  a 
dividend  upon  the  paft  half  year,  after  the  rate  of  eight  per 
cent.?  Having  urged  this  very  forcibly,  his  Lordfhip 
obferved,  that  one  argument,  u(ed  elfewhere  to  prove  that 
the  prefent  bill  ought  to  pafs,  had  been  the  mifchirf  that 
would  accrue  to  the.  credit  of  the  Company,  and,  through 
its  (ides,  to  the  credit  of  the  Public,  if  the  bill  fhould  not 
pals,  or  if  the  Company  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  make  the 
lame  dividend  they  ordinarily  had  done.  To  this  argument 
he  was  by  no  means  willing  to  fubferibe.  The  credit  ef  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  the  credit  of  an  individual,  or  of  any 
Company  or  body  of  .men  employed  in  mercantile  affairs, 
did  not  depend  upon  declarations  of  Parliament*  It  was  not 
the  parchment  in  the  hand  of  the  noble  Lord  upon  the  wool- 
fack  that  would  eftablifh  the  credit  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, Whenever  the  credit  of  a  Company,  or  of  indivi- 
duals engaged  in  mercantile  concerns,  was  impeached,  or 
fufpe&ed  to  be  tottering,  the  plain  and  ordinary  mode  of 
proceeding  was  to  fhew  the  real  ftatc  of  their  affairs,  and 
to  prove  frpm  fafis,  that  they  were  in  a  profperous  way ;  if 
affiftance  was  ncceffary,  the  proceeding  was  fimilar;  hooeft 
men  always  explained  the  real  condition  of  their  circum- 
ftances, and  by  that  means  enabled  their  friends  to  know 
how  they  could  be  beft  fupported.  To  fay,  therefore*  that 
the  bill  was  ncceflTary  to  be  paffed,  on  the  idea  that  the  ere* 
dit  of  the  Company  depended  upon  the  Legislature's  autho- 
ring them  to  declare  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent*  was 
equally  idle  and  abfurd.  His  Lqrdfhip  reminded  the  Houfe 
of  former  ads  of  Parliament  relative  to  the  dividend  ef  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  by  fome  of  which  they  were  restrained 
to  a  dividend  after  die  rate  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum,  an,d 
contended,  that  their  credit  v^af  at  leaft  as  high  (hen  as  it 

wai 
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^i  at  pirfcntr    4ftef  adding  a  gre^t  ^npty  of  ^j 


li^f  J^ordfhip  drcv  bacK  the  attention  of  the  Hpulc  tp  thii 
gqfiupo,  that  if  tbe  Company  could  opt  fUcyt,  by  a  ftate  of 
their  aiFairs,  that  they  yerc  able  to  */Ford  a  dividend  of  fouj 
per  cent,  they  muft  cither  divide  thp  tnoncy  of  the  public 
pr  the  njoqey  of  their  creclifqrs.  5ipC£  po  account  of  the; 
ftate  pf  tj^ejr  affairs,  had  beep  fpbroiaed  tp  the  }«or<fr  of  the, 
Tre*fury,  made  up  to  the  tfh.of  Majch  laft,  proving  their 
^bjlity  to  make  any  dividend:  hf  iaid  it  rpv&  oe  concluded, 
ciffcejr  tjjaf  J^e  £irec)ors  could  9^  by  any  general  ftatefnenf 
pfjhcir  a^irs,,  prpye  fpch  ability,  jpr  that  they  had  jxeq 
gndty  of  *grpf$  pegl$cl  *nd  cfclinqijeucjr  ift  not  paying  cop»T 

J4i?d  91th  the  aft  pf  Parliaoxent,  which  cxgrei^fy  ordered 
u^h  ap  accppi)t  to  be,  prjefented  to  the  Lords,  pf  the  Trea7 
fury^  pn  or  about  fbe  $th  of  Marcfy  in  every  year.  He  w^ 
pot  inclined  tp  ^elievq  (they  deieryed  the  iafter  imputation  j 
£nd,  therefore,  for  the  rea/bn$  lie  had  fitated,  he  declared  b£ 
fhould  give  his  negative  to  the  bill. 
.    "the  Ufi  Ciq^llor  leff  the  woolfaf  k  tp  ftaJCj  $at  he  ftp* 


Tke  tori 


'  pefed  \%  njuft  baye  fcqea  gying  fft  the'  rpaTopi  defcrjjjed  by 
fbe  noble  and  learned  XQrp,  jt^at  an  oppofitiou  pas  i^ade  to 
flje  bitt  jn  that  ftage  pf  it.  \bp  fa&,  Jhc  W*i  rea^y  ty  a*}! 
pit,  yaj,  thaf  the  np^le  and  leaped  Lord  had  sot  known  tfeajt 
tije  bill  had  been  read  a  firft  aj^  fecpnd  tio>e?  an$  {faqd  fof  a 


jhjrd  reading  ia't  day ;  became  he  did  not  believe  tjiaj:  the  pp- 
Jile  tprds,'  be  law  Pfeie^  cpujd  fa  prevailed  pp  19  join  in  ajj 
ajttcropt  fp  ta^  the  ftyflfe  hy  JUfppfi??  and  Ijy  facfc  njeans  npf 
pnly  jjefeat  a  bill  of  lgnaitjjj  importance  tp  J&e  ^aft-Iudia 
£pn»paoy?  ^d  fplrfeaue^tk  ;o  rfce  £ublk  #  Urge,  but  make 
apexpft  declaration  fp  Jfarli^fnepr,  ftattyp  *&ifi.ofth$ 
Efift.Jpdia  poiflpany  y?*re;  m.m  ^treri^g  fpjjdiupp,  and 
fN» **yf  tbp  cred}t,of  tlje  £9/npai>y  ?*  9flc  &***• 
His  Lordfym  tb/n  Pfftcf8<fc4  tp  ffptiqc  wfat  had  fallen  ftofn 
-  ^r^^^Wpgh*  aptd  forged  t£e  n^>lp  Low|  m^  ^v- 

Jfef  greamblf,  jtp.faifi,  dijf  po^fp  thif  tjjere  h%d  no^  bgca 

ftw lW  PwiwSw?  ip  up  ip^^^irt^fppflf  ^  •»«  ^ 

W^f  W>J  fW  tWf  w>l^  BRriwoicpt  tojft  J«Mp  toh  a  epafidefr 

- PW¥  &PPW>  IN^mto 4WHF* *  WflHV-    T^ ? 
rad  *q  Jbe  i^fs  fugged  faj.  t^  p qWe  ^  jfiarhed  1^ 

*  ftaj  the  Conijapy  W3I  $0  V  8*98*4  W  Kt^  WP'W^ 

rulei 
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rules,  and  that  they  ware  not  Warranted  to  come  to  Parlia* 
ment  for  1  billy  enabling  them  to  make  a  dividend,  unlefl 
they  wt>uld  prove  by  their  cafli  account  that  they  had  a  fuf- 
ficient  furplus  to  anfwer  fuch  dividend,  nothing  could  be 
more  narrow,  or  more  inapplicable  to  the  cafe.  Every  body 
that  knew  any  thing  of  the  great  and  extenfivc  commercial 
concerns  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  how  much  the 
interefts  of  the  Public  were  complicated  in  thofe  concern*,  • 

muft  be  aware  that  for  them  to  be  governed  by  fuch  a  limita- 
tion to  the  petty  mercantile  rules  of  private  and  individual 
trader*,  was  aaually  impoffible;  and  that  neither  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  nor  any  other  Company,  trading  in -a  man* 
ner  equally  extenlive,  could  go  on  for  a  fingle  year,  if  they 
were  retrained  from  making  a  dividend,  excepting  only 
when  they  were  enabled  to  prove,'  that  they  had  a  fiirplus 
in  their  cafli  account  equal  to  that  dividend.  That  the 
Company  was  not  jtift  at  this  moment  in  as  flourifhing  a 
condition  as  it  had  been  at  any  given,  period,  was  a  circum- 
fiance  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Company  as  a  fault  %  they 
had  unhappily  partaken  of  the  general  calamity  in  which  the 
unfortunate  wifdom'  (he  would  not  call  it  by  a  harfher  word) 
of  the  Councils,  which  dire&ed  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom 
during  the  war,  had  involved  the  whole  country.  In  con* 
fequence  of  this,  the  Cbmpany's  cafh  account  might  not 
appear  upon  the  face  of  it  to  juftify  a  dividend  of  four  per 
cent. ;  but  it  was  not  from  that,  but  from  a  general  view  of 
affairs,  from  fuch  appearances  of  prefent  merchandife  and 
.growing  profit,  as  would  fatisfy  reafonable  men,  that  the  Com- 
pany were  to  be  deemed  capable  of  making  their  dividend. 
His  Lordfhip  faid  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  felt  extreme- 
ly happy  at  the  agitation  of  the  affairs  of  that  great  Com- 
pany in  Parliament ;'  he  was  of  opinion,  that  little  good  had 
ar'tftn  from  the  proceedings  of  either  Houfe  upon  the  fubjeft 
of  the  Eaft- India  Company's  concerns;  and  fure  he  was, 
that  infinite  mifchief  had  nearly  been  incurred  by  fomc  well- 
known  proceedings  in  the  laft  Parliament,  and  infinite  mil* 
chief  would  that  day  refult,  if  the  prefent  bill  Was  to  be 
thrown  out  bV  a  fudden,  unexpefted,  ancf  tfhufual  oppofition. 
The  credit  of  the  Company  undoubtedly  &4  not  depend  upon 
the  words  of  a  ftatute,  nor  upon  the  parchments  upon  which 
thofe  words  were  written.  An  argument  fo  idle  and  fo  fool- 
ifh  no  octfon  would  pretend  to  advance  ;  but  he  rauft  be 
a  very  (hallow  reafoocr  indeed  whp  fbould  contend  that  the  I 

credit  of  the  Company  would  not -be  very  rnateritllr  affefted  | 
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if  they  were  prevented  froo>  fnaking  *  dividend.  Throw 
cut  the  prefent  bill,  and  down  go  the  Eaft-India  ftock  di- 
redly ;  the  credit  of  the  Company  would  be  funk  and  bu- 
ried, without  any  provifiop  for  its  refurre&ion;  The  bill, 
his  Lcrdihip  obi^rved,  was  a  bill  of  courfe,  which,  fkatcd 
What  was  ftri&ly  true,  and  there  was  not  time  for  Parliament 
now  to  take  tho  affain  of  the  CJoropany  into  tbeif  coafidcra- 
tion,  fo  as  to  declare  what' dividend  the  Company  was  war- 

**  famed  to  make j  and  having  by  a  prior  bill  restrained  the 
Company  iw>ni  making  a  dindend  without  the  authority.  ef 
the  Legislature/ the  Legislature  by  this  bill  took  off!  that  rt- 
fjtraint ;  but  it  did  not  order  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  j 
;  it  left  it  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Company  and  its  Direftor* 
to  declare  what  dividend  they  thought  proper.  Not  that* 
}ie  hoped,  the  Director s  would  think  the  prefont  a  fit  mo- 
ment lb  to  exercife  their  ^fcrotion  at  to  refrain  from  making, 

r: to.  the  full  extent,  fuch  a  dividend  as  the  profperity  the 

countenance  their  affairs  at  prefent  wore  would  warrant* 

In  anfwer  to  the  arguments^  that  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 

>pany  might  turn  put  hereafter  not  to  afford  their  dividing 

>  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  he  reminded  the  Hoofe*  that  the 
<  prefent  bill  <jid  not  gp  that  length.  It  merely  authorifed  th* 
-Company's  dividing  not  more  than  four  per  cent,  for  the  paft 

.    £alf  year,  and  left  it  open  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  to  fay 

;    what  dividend  fhould  be.  made  for  the  half  year  to  come* 

''  His  Lordfhip  mentioned  the  Company's  having  been  allowed 
to  divide  four  per  cent*  by  the  laft  Adnainiftratien*  without 
any  naember  of  either  Houfe  thinking  it  neceffary  to  oppofe 
the  bill  amhprifiixg  fqch  a  dividend.  He  mentioned,  aUb, 
that  four  per  cent,  had  been  the  ordinary  coerft  of  dmdeads 

"*•  that  had- obtained  for  feveral  years  paft,  in  time  of  wary  end 
:  in  time  of  much  greater  rifque  and  danger  than  at  pte&at. 
Upon  thefe  ob&jrvations  he  grounded  feveral  arguments,  and 
declared,  tha.t  he  had  been  perfectly  aftontfhed- to  heattht 
prefent  bill  treated'  in  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
treated ;  that  he  had  not  the  moft  diftantidee  that  there 
cxifted  an  irrtentloii  to  make  oppolitipn  to  kin  the  mindrf 
any  individual,  becaufe  it;  was  always  ufual  fee  gi*e  fame 
notice  or  intimation  of  fuch  an  intention,  and,  in  that  cafe* 
Lorda  were  afforded  an  opportunity  of  coming  prepwied  ac- 
cordingly. The  bil»l  had  been  confidered  as  much*  bill  of 
courfe  in  the  other  Houfe*  that,  he  uoderftoad  it  had  puffed 
there  without  oppoiition ;  thp  reafpnablantft  of  it,  a*  woK 
as  the  necefUty,  being  universally  under ftood  and  admitted, 
>  '  •  .    .   This 


Thit  bid  led  him  to  fiiopofe  It  Would  as  little  excite  coali- 
tion Within  thofe  walls;  lb*  had,  thetefore,  felt  himfelf 
called  upon  to  fpeak  to  the  queftion  of  si  fudden,  juft  upon 
*  the  four  of  the  moment,  and  without  having  had  time  to  make 
himfclf  matter  of  the  fobjeft.  ]  This,  he  faid,  rpuft  account 

*  to  their  Lordfhips  for  the  looft  manner  in  which  he  had- rea- 
soned upon  the  bill.  Had  any,  the  fhorteft,  notice  b$ca 
given  of  the  intention  pf  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to  op-*. 
J*ofe  the  bill,  had  he  only  had  two  hour*  previous  inforiMfw 
tion  of  it,  he  would  have  fpent  thofe  two  hours  in  prepara- 
tion, and  in  endeavouring  to  furnifh  himfclf  with  argu- 
ments better  worth  their  Lordfhips*  attention.  He  hoped, 
however,  what  he  had  fuggefted,  loofe  and  irregular  as  it 
had  been,  would  be  fufficient  to  Induce  their  Lordfhips  not 
t6  objeft  to  a  bill  fo  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of  the  credit  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  with  which  the  credit  of  the  nar- 
tion  was  fo  nearly  connefted. 

Lord  Loughborough  faid,  the.  noble  and  learned  Lord  and  u.  Lough- 

'  he  fpoke  precifely  under  firoilar  difficulties  {  for  he  had  ricft  *»«*$;*>• 
had  more  leifure  to  prepare  himfelf  than  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed Lord  ;  but  when  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  objeft  to  the 

'  bill,  it  had  been  the  fartheft  from  his  thoughts  of  all  poffiblfc 
things  that  an  objeftion  could  be  taken  to  what  he  fhould 
have  to  fay  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  rjot  oppofed  the  bill 
fooner.  He  aflured  their  Lordfhips  upon  his  honour,  he* 
had  not  an  idea  of  the  bill's  being  to  be  read  a  third  time 
by  their  Lordfhips  that  day,  till  he  faw  it  in  a  newfpaper 
that  very  morning.  On  Friday  he  knew  the  bill  was  in  <t 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  he  had  no  con* 
ception  that  the  bill  would  be  read  a  third  time,  9hd  pafs  th* 
Houfe,  fo  as  to  get  before  their  Lordfhips  the  fame  day ; 
nor  was  it  till  eleven  o'clock  in  th$  evening  thit  he  heard  it 
was  before  them  :  on  Saturday  he  had  been  engaged  at 
Guildhall,  and  in  the  court  below,  and  his  whole  time  had 
been  fo  employed  that  day,  that  he  had  really  been  unable 
to  torn  to  any  of  the  afts  of  Parliament  that  had  reference 
to  the  oucftion,  or  in  any  way  to  prepare  himfclf;  what  hd 
had  faid,  therefore,  went  upon  fuch  general  ideas  as  fuggel- 
ted  themfelves  on  the  firft  blufh  of  the  bill.  He  was  far 
from  imputing,  either  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  or  to 
any  perfons  concerned  in  fu^portlng  the  prefent  bill,  the 
fmalleft  intention  of  afting  unfairly/  or  of  drawing  Par- 
liament into  the  paffing  of  a  bill  incobfifteftt  wijh  the  dig-* 
flity  of  their  proceedings*  or  irTeconcileaWe  wtththe  ftriftcflf 
propriety ;  but  while  he  gave  them  full  credit  in  thefe  rc- 

C  2  fpefts. 
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fpe&a,  he  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  claim*  an  equal  degrtt 
of  credit  for  his  candour,  and  not  to  have  the  paltry  idea 
*>f  hit  writing  to  take  the  Houfe  by  forprifc,  irapatcd  to  ^ 
him*  The  bill  had  proceeded  with  uoufual  rapidity  :  it  had  j 
been  read  twice  on  the  day  it  had  been  brought  into  the 
.  flonk,  and  committed,  and  read  a  third  time,  and  patfed 
there  the  very  next  day  ;  and  late  on  the  fame  day,  in  a  thin  | 

^lonfe,  it  had  been  prefented  to  theitf  Lordfhips,  read  a  firft 
„aad  frcood  time,  and  the  Committee  negatived.     This  hap- 
pened oo  knger  ago  than  Friday  laft  ;  and  on  the  very  next 
dstj  of  thbr  Lordihips'  meeting,  on  the  Monday,  he  had 
1  hit  objections.     Thefc  were  fafls ;  and  fuch  having 
the  cafe,  was  he  to  be  told  of  bringing  on  an  oppofr 
by  fiwpnfc  ?    It  was  an  imputation  to  which  he  never 
id  Jubant  under  fuch  circumstances.     Having  made  this 
<£ec£aiatiea,  his  Lordfhip  ftrengthened  his  former  objections 
wish  additional  arguments,  and  anlwcred  what  Lord  Thur«- 
Inor  had  laid  in  reply.    With  regard  to  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed Lonfs  irniik,  that  the  late  Miniftry  had  paffed  a  bill 
cttthfnig  the  Company  to  divide  after  the  rate  of  four  per 
.cent,  for  the  paft  half  year,  his  Lordfhip  faid  the  reafon  w*f 
obvioos;  the  Company  had  then  complied  with  the  exiftin^ 
a&  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  amount  of  rW^^^^s  mads 
op  to  the  5th  of  March,  it  appeared  *^J^*k**° 
make  frch  a  dividend  ;  the  i**C?*^  *«£*•  . 
had  aded  in  a   way   Weft  r  ***   r    P2?°*  thc  biU- 
the  cafe  was  widelj  J^^^?^*1?  °f  aff£* 
bad  beep  Prefentedyto  th'tftZJ      TreafuT-    His 
^ordfhipaHb  anfwerSi/l?hU^  Native 

£a  ca£ account,  4*tt^l£%  ******  of  a  cafh 
account*  but  of  iV^   r     °f  l11  thfir  affiurs>  agreeable 

,!e  ami  u^ild  no?  ni  J-Clr  affa,rs  *ere  not  bad. 
Voided  Jfi Vears ^Zj^  ?^  CVCn  l  thcX  ™*  no 
Lidcw*  ^Q{\d  rife  S  KCr>  uhe  7!f  P«**ded  the  price 
'  **^rUof  AeirL  rA^^  be^ufcthePSbIie 
■*M£  *n  ^  «*>  that  at  the 


l§o>&h   »n  1?  ?8rce  of  ad*tional  credit  proved  by  a  rift 
^nfetjuencc  of  having  been  rcftrained  from 


making  • 


A.  178*  P   E  .B    ATE    S.  15 

making  any  dividend*  After  very  fully  defending  hi*  forme* 
fpeech?  Lord  Loughborough  concluded  with  repeating,  that 
be  (houid  give  the  bill  his  negative. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack  a  fecond  time,  and  The  Lord 
replied  to  Lard  Looghborough  :  he  faid  the  bill  had  been,'in  Ch*nc«Uor« 
Parliament  near  a  week,,  and  it  had  at  lcaft  this  merit  over 
forme*  bills,  that  it  put  it  upon  the  difcretjon  of  the  Direct 
tors  to  declare  any  .dividend,  fo  that  it  did  not  exceed  four 
per  cerjt.  This,  he  remarked,  was  an  amendment  propofed 
by  a  gentleman,  a  member  of  the  other  Houfe,  whom,  if  it 
'was  necctiTary  to  name,  he  was  perfuaded  their  LorcHhips 
would  hear  named  with  great  refpeft.  In  reply  to  Lord 
Loughborough's  argument,  that  the  credit  of  the  Company 
would  not  be  injured,  if  no  dividend  was  declared  for  ten 
.years,  provided  the  Public  were  fatisiied  their  affairs  wfcrfe 
good,  ajpd  at  the  end  of  ten  years  they  fhould  receive  etiougfi 
to  reward  their  patience,  he  declared  he  was  ready  to  admit 
the  faft  to  be*  exa£tly  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had* 
Hated,  if  the  provrfo  could  be  made  put ;  but  did  any  body 
believe*  that  if  the  Company  did  declare  no  dividend,  the 
Public  would  believe  their  affairs  were  good,  and*  that  thfc 
dividend  would  ultimately  pay  them  Efficiently  }  'Common 
fenfe  and  reafpn  proved,  that  the  moment  the  Company 
ceafed  to  divide,  their  credit  would  ceafe  to  exi-ft.  In  order 
to  (hew  that  the  bill's  paffing  was  a&ually  npceffary  to  the 
exigence  of  the  credit  of  the  Company,  he  faid,  he  had 
been  juft  told,  that,  on  a  former  occafion,  when  the  ftate  of  ' 
the  Company's  affaire  was  reprefented  to  be  in  as  bad  a  con- 
dition as  it  was  poffible  to  fuppofe,  Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  then 
Chairman  of  the  Company,  had  flood  up  in  his  place;  and 
deprecated  the:Uffening  of  their  ordinary  dividend,  by  de- 
claring^ that  fuch  a  circumftance  could  not  fail  going  direfily 
to  the  annihilation  of  the  Company.  This  being"  the  cirfe, 
could  their  Lordfhips  for  a  moment  entertain  an  idefc  of 
lowering  the  dividend  now,  when  the  Company's  affairs 
were  in  a  condition  fo  much  more  prolpcrous  than  they 
were  fuppofed  to  have  been  at  the  time  in  queftion  ? 

Lord  Caflulford  faid,  he  always  felt  uneafy,  when  called  U.  ^tm*i. 
upon,  as  a  member  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  to  difcufs*  *or<*' 
any  queftion  that  concerned  the  private  rights,  either  of  *  * 
large  Company  or  of  individual*.     He  was  fatisfied  that 
nothing  could  warrant  the  interference  of  Parliament  but 
the  mod   urgent  neceffity.     That  neceffity  had  impelled 
Parliament  to  reftrain  the  Company  from  making  any  divi- 
dend 
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'4tnd  to  abort  a  certain' arrroant/witrioat  Ae  attthoritjr  of 
•  a  fpecifel  aflt  of  Parliament;  foch  aft*  of  Parliament  had 
ufually  paffed,  and  he  -was  fatisfied,  if  the  prefcpt  bill  did 
not  paft  into*  a  law,  and  the  Company  were  not  allowed  :ta 
purfue  the  ordinary  co'urfe  of  their  cividenrfs,  theit  credit 
would-be  deeply  wounded,  and  the  moft  fatal  confequencc* 
were  to  be  dreaded. 

Lord  Vifc.      Lord1  Wc6unt  Stormnt  declared  he  rofe  for  information. 

Stwmonu  jjc  jjegged  to  know  from  thofe  in  whofe  opinions  the  Hoofc 
had  been-rfccuftomfed  to  place  implicit  confidence,  whether, 
if  the  pfefent  bill  were  thrown  out,  the  Company  could  not 
make  afty  dividend  ?  If  they  would  be  dif&bled  from  making 
any  dividend  by  the  lofs  of  the  prefent  bill,'  he  did,  he  would 
certainty*  vote  for  it  as  it  ftood  at  prefent,  notwithftanding  he 
felt  ftrottg obje&iohs  to  the  Company's  being  permitted  to  di- 
vide four  per  cent,  tinder  all  the  circumftances  that  had  heen 
mentioned.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  of  our  having,  aa  fo- 
reigners termed  it,  loft  one  of  the  wings  with  which  we  had 
been  wont  to  foar  fo  high,  and  warned  them  of  the  neceffitjr 
of  preferring  the  other.  His  Lordftiip  exprefied  his  fur* 
prife,  at  the  extraordinary  moment,  as  well  as  the  extraordi- 
nary manner,  in  which  the  bill  had  been 'brought  into  Par- 
liament, and  hurried  through  both  Houfes.  tie  declared 
he  always  thought  a  departure  from  any  of  the  eftabUfhed 
forms  and  orders  hot  only  affe&ed  the  dignity  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, but  was  prod uft ive  of  much  real  inconvenience. 

The  Lord        The  Lord  Chancellor  faid  he  was  not  prepared  to  ahfwer  the 

chancellor.  nobic  Vifcount's  queftion.  As  to  what  the  noble  Vifcount 
had  faid,  relative  to  a  departure  from  the  eftablifhed  form* 
of  Parliament  in  their  proceedings,  he  declared,  that  ever 
fince  be  had  the  honour  of  having  a  (eat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,,  he  had  not  merely  entertained  great  jealoufy^  when- 
ever the  neceflity  of  the  cafe  rendered  fnch  a  departure  frorji 
regular  forms  indifpenfable,  but  great  and  ferious  uneafinefs. 
He  could  not  help  remarking,  however,  that  while  a  noble 
Lord,  who  in  his  abfence  he  might  be  allowed  to  term  as 

freat  and  refpc&ahlc  a  ch&ra&er  as  ever  fat  on  the  woolfackj 
id  the  bnfinefs  of  Speaker  laft  year,  more  brlls  paffed  in  the 
manner  alluded  to,  than  perhaps  ever  paffed  in  that  way  be- 
fore ;  whence  he  was  emboldened  to  conclude,  that  it  was 
not  always  productive ,  of  the  bad  corrfecjuences  the  noble 
Vifcount  had  defcribed. 
is.  Lough-  Lord  Loughborough  faid,  he  was  not  prepared  to  deliver  a 
horouth.     formed  opinion  upon  the  queftion  which  the  noble  Vifcount 

had 
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bad  faggefted  •  but  he  imagined  the  difficulty  might  be  got 
over  without  the  loft  of  the  bill.  The  re-committing  it 
would  allow  opportunity  for  altering  the  amount  of  the  divi- 
dend fiom  eight  per  eent,  to  fix  per  cent. 

Lord  Sidney  afced,  if  the  bill  could  be  re-eommittcd,  the^a.  Sidac?, 
^jafeftion  being  **  That  this  bill  do  pafew^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid  from  the  woolsack,  undoubtedly  The  Lord 

:i#m  ^   .         r  J  Chancer 

The  queftiofi  was  then  put*  <c  That  this1  bill  do  pafi."      ' 
Contents    -     19        Not  Contents  -    9 
:: Proxies    -     -   9        Proxies  '-.*»•    o 

*8  -9 

Majority  19 

The  bill  received  the  royal  aflcnt  by  commiffion^ 

\  <J       >fr  14. 

The  order  of  tW  day  having,  been  read  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing of  the  bill  to  declare  it  lawful  for  certain  perfons,  Protec- 
tants of  the  ancient  church  of  Scotland  jefident  in  England, 
tq  take  oaths  by  holding'  up  of  their  hands,  inftpad  of  laying: 
,  their  bands  upon  the  Bible. 

The  Earl  of  her  by  rofc,  and  opened  to  the  Houfe  the  nar  The  tar!  of 
ture  of  the  bill,  and  the  circumftancea  that  had  attended  it.  DerbJ« 
He  ftated,  that  the  bill  hadpafled  both  Houfes  in  the  laft  Par- 
liament, and  would  now  have  been  part  of  the  law  of  the 
fcand,  hut  for  the  premature  diffolmien  that  had  taken  place. 
He  enlarged  upon  the  neceflity  of  allovyisg  inert,  who  enter* 
tained  religious  fcrupks  agamft  the  form  and  manner  of  tak- 
ing oaUw,  ufuaUy  praftifed  in  this  .country,  to  make  Ahtir 
appeal  to  the  Deity  in  the  way  molt  agreeable  to  their.cofi- 
fcieoces*  After  fully  urging  fuch  arguments  as  were  applicable 
to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  were  adduccabla  f or  its  fupport,. 
IpU  Lordfhip  moved  "  That  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack,  apd.begahafpecchipaThe  Lor4 
'tbelttr,  aait  ftood,  and as  it  ought  to  ftaod,  in  refpeft  toihe  chMl€eUor- 

ejti^uUf  febjeft  of  the  bill,  with  fomtanitnadveriionson  Lord 
erby'*  having  called  thcdiffolutian  of  the  late  Parliament,  a 
premature  diflblution.  His  Lordfhip  ,then  Aated,  that  it 
wfts>  and  bad. been  the  pra&ice  of  the  courts  of  judicature, 
to  admit  perfbns  of  particular  religions,  and  who  entertained 
fcruptes.  of  conscience  with  regard  to  .the  forms  of  taking 
oaths,  to  fwcar  after  the  manner  moft  cqiifonant  to  their  owjv 

religious 
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religious  opinions.    Doubts,  he  faid,  had  iu<3c«d  been  enter- 
tained, whether  infidels,  atheifh,  and  thofe  who  denied  or 
disbelieved  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  ?ught  to  be  permitted  to 
take  any  oath  j  but  thofe  doubts  had  be^i  long  fioce  fubftan- 
:  tially  iettled.     Much  argument  had  alfp  obtained  at  different 
jeras  of  Christianity  upon  the  nature  of  oaths,  but  apthing 
was  more  clear,  more  certaip,  qr  le|s  difputable^  than  that 
-     the  folemn  appeal  to  God  was  the  effencc  of  the  oath,  aad 
that  the  manner  of  making  it  .Was  the  form  and  circumfUncc 
only.    That  the  form  now  claimed  by  thofc  who  called  thcoi- 
felvcs  members  of  (he  Cameronian  church,  and.  which  meant 
memhers  of  the  ancient  church  of  Scotland,  was  a  form  that 
books  bore  tcftimony   was  of  very  ancient  practice.    In 
Bradon,  a  book  which  it  was  impoffible  to  fay  precifely  when 
it  was  written,  he  found  this  fentence,  Jinguli  homines  jufape- 
runt  trefiis  furfum  man! bus.     Other  forms  had  alfo  prevailed 
at  other  periods  ;  thus  from  Matthew  Paris  we  learnt,  that 
two  forts  of  oaths  were  wont  to  be. taken  in  the,  reign  pf 
Henry  the  Third,  the  facrmmentum  more  facer dotis,  and  the. 
facramentum  mare  lately  the  firft,  a  folemn  appeal  to  the  Deity, 
by  laying  the  hand  upon  the  breaft,  which  was  peculiar  to 
the  ecclefiaftics  ;•  the  other,  a  folemn  appeal  to  God  T>y  im- 
pofition  of  the  band  upon  the  book  of  the  Gofpels,  in  ufe 
,    with  the  laity.     Matthew  Paris  ftates,  that  Henry  the  Third 
extorted  money  from  the  fubje£r.,  under  the  pretence  of  hit 
being  about  to  inftitute  a  crufede  for  the  fervice  of  the  holy 
war.    This  call  for  money  excited  much  jealoufy  at  the 
time,  and  thofe  who  entertained  doubts  of  the  fincerity   of 
the  plea  dh  which  the  King  demanded  the  money,  fo  far  pre- 
vailed, that  they  obliged  him  to  take  an  oath  by  way  of  fe- 
curity  to  them,  that  he  would  inftitute  fuch  a  Cfufade  within 
-  a  given  time.     This  oath  was.  two  fold,  and  coniifted'  both 
of  the  more  facer  Jotis  and  the  more  laid.    Having  ftated  this,  his 
Lordfhip  obferved  on  the  ftrange  definition  of  what  was  com- 
monly called  a  corporal  oath,  given  in  the  Work  of  a  very  learneif 
writer,  qrhich  work,  however,  he  (aid*  would  have  had  much 
greater  authority  had  it  been  pablifhed  .in  the  author's  life 
time.    In  that  work  a  corporal  oath  was  defined  to  mean  an 
oath  taken  after  the  form  and  circumftance  of  the  impofitiou 
of  the  hand  upon  the  gofpel.    This  definition,  he  faid,  muft 
neceflarily  ilartle.  every  man  of  common  fenfe,-  as  often  as  it 
fliould  prefent  itfelf  to  his  recollection  i  and  it  had  fo  far 
ftartled  him,  that  it  had  excjtecl  him  to  inquire  on  what  foun- 
dations fo  improbable  a  definition  reftejL  .  The  refitft  of  his 

inquiry 
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inquiry  was  a  convi&ion,  that  nothing  could  be  more  fajfc 
or  more  wide  of  the  fadfc  than  the  definition  in  queftion.  A' 
corporal  oath,  he  faid,  had  its  origin  in  the  fu perflation  of  this 
Romilh  church,  and  came  from  the  French  words,  ferment 
corporel)  or  the  Latin  words  facramentum  corporate,  and  allude^ 
to  the  cerporef  or  corporate,  the  cloth  in  which  the  body  of  our 
Saviour  was  wrapped,  the  touching  of  which  with  the  hand 
was  fuppofed  to  be  the  mod  folemn  appeal  to  the  Deity  that 
could  be  made.  After  fully  explaining  this  matter,  his  Lord- 
lhip  recurred  to  general  reafoning  upon  the  fubje<9:  of  fwear- 
ing  oaths,  and  declared  that  no  judge,  nor  indeed  any  man  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  pra&ice  of  the  courts  in  refpedt  to 
oaths,  or  to  the  ufages  and  forms  of  legal  proceeding  in  this 
country,  would  ever  refufe  to  fuffer  any  perfon,  of  any  reli- 
gion, to  take  an  oath,  according  to  the  form  and  circumftance 
moft  agreeable  to  his  continence.  On  this  pofition,  which 
he  declared  to  be  indifputable,  he  raifed  fome  arguments 
againft  the  bill,  contending  that  to  pafs  an  a&  of  Parliament, 
to  make  that  to  be  law,  which  was  the  law,  and  was  uni- 
verfelly  held  to  be  fuch,  was  frivolous  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  extremely  abfurd  and  pregnant  with  inconvenience,  nay, 
he  might  add,  with  fertous  danger.  ,  He  faid,  in  former  times, 
when  Parliaments  were  to  the  full  as  learned  as  they  were  at 
prefent,  and  infinitely  more  careful,  they  did  not  multiply 
the  laws  unnecefiarily,  and  with  a  wantonnefs  and  a  levity 
difgraceful  to  their  own  dignity.  They  took  care  fo  to  frame 
their  ads,  that  they  fhould  fully  and  intelligibly  convey  the 
meaning  of  the  Legiflature  when  they  pafied  the  ftatute,  and 
not  leave  a  ground,  much  lefs  an  a&ual  neceflity  for  pafling 
fubiequent  bills  to  explain  what  was  the  meaning  of  laws  pre- 
vioufly  pafled.  He  obfe'rved,  that  it  was  ftated  in  an  author 
who  had  treated  upon  the  fubjeft  of  oaths,  that  in  1745* 
various  perfons  had  defired  to  be  fworn  in  the  manner  de- 
fcribed  by  the  bill,  and  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  grand  juries 
had  been  permitted  to  fwear  in  that  manner  ;  but  that  thofty 
upon  the  petty  juries  had  been  refufed.  This  diftin£tion  ap* 
peated  to  him  10  extraordinary,  that  he  could  not  Credit  it, 
and  as  it  was  upon  the  face  of  it  fcarcely  reconcileable  to  rea- 
son and  to  common  fenfe,  that  a  grand  jury,  who  were  to 
find  a  bill  of  indi&ment,  which  Identical  bill  of  indi&ment 
was  to  be  afterwards  tried  by  a  petty  jury,  fliould  be  fworn 
in  one  way,  and  the  petty  jury  refufed  to  be  fworn  in  the 
fame  way  :  he  had  inquired  into  the  fad,  and  found  the  book, 
which  was  an  ordinary  book,  wrong ;  for  that  every  perfon 
Vol.  XVI.  D  •     who 
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trho  had  at  the  time  defired  to  be  fo  fworn,  had  been  indif- 
criminately  (permitted  to  take  his  oath  in  that  manner.     Upon 
the  whole,  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  how  the  law  flood ; 
and  therefore,  to  pafs  the  prefent  bill,  he  repeated  it,  was  not 
only  frivolous,  but  big  with  inconvenience  and  danger  ;    be- 
caufe,  if  the  a£t  was  pafied  to  eftablifli  the  right  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cameronian  church'  in  this  inftance,  it  would  ope- 
rate in  increafe  and  confirmation  of  the  doubts  that  might  be 
entertained  by  the  ignorant  as  to  the  form  and  circumltance 
of  taking  an  oath,  in  ufage  by  other  leligions,  who  alfo  dif- 
fered no  lefs  eflentially  from  the  form  and  circurn  fiance  of 
the  oath  in  ufage  in   England,  than  thofe  for  whole  benefit 
and  relief  the  prefent  bill  had  been  prayed.     For  thefe  iea- 
fons,  and  various  others  which  his   Lordfliip  ftated,  he  de- 
clared he  fliould  advife  the  Houfe  to  reject  the  bill,  unlefa 
they  meant  to  pafs  a  number  of  fuch  bills,  applicable  to  all 
the  various  Chriftian  fedfories  in  the  kingdom  ;  for  what  was 
fit  to  be  done  for  the  relief  of  one,  was  equally  due  to  the 
others.     He  faid  farther,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  exifted 
the  fmalleft  difference  of  opinion  upon  this  fbbjecl,  among 
thofe  either  immediately  prefiding  in  the  courts  of  juftkre,  or 
afting  under  them  :  he  could  not  take  upon  him  to  flate  what 
the  opinion  of  a  nobte  and  learned  Earl  was,  who  had  pre- 
sided in  that  Houfe  the  greateft  part  of  laft  (effiotv;  hut  if  he 
t  was  at  liberty  lo  prefume  what  his  opinion  was,  he  ihould 

fuppofe  he  concurred  exactly  in  opinion  with  himfelf.     He 
declared  that  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  in  queftlon  had  firft 
excited  his  attention  to  the  fubjeft,  and  induced  him  to  eon- 
£der  it  with  the  degree  of  investigation  that  it  feemed  to  re- 
quire, and  the  refult  was,  a  thorough  conviction  that  the 
law  now  flood  as  the  bill  declared  it  to  ft  and,  and  that  there 
.needed  not  the  aid  of  an  aft  of  Parliament  to  make  it  more 
clear  and  intelligible  than  it  was  at  prefent. 
The  Earl  of      The  Ea*  1  of  Derby  in  reply  retorted  the  charge  of  peevilh- 
Derby.        nefs  and  petulance  on  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  defiring, 
if  there  had  been  any  caufe  or  ground  for  fuch  an  imputation, 
that  it  might  be  laid  at  the  ,right  door,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  Houfe  at  whofe  door  it  ought  to  reft,  at  his  door,  or  that 
'of  the  noble' and  learned  Lord.     His  Lordfhip  declared  that 
he  had  ufed  the  word  t(  premature"  as  applied  to  thediflblution 
'of  the  late  Parliament,  with  a  relation  to  the  fa&,  and  without 
the  moft  diftant  idea  of  a  reference  to  any  private  opinions 
.  of  a  political  nature,  that  he  might  entertain.     A  bill,  fimilar 
to  the  prefent,  bad  been  introduced  during  the  laft  fe&on 

of 
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of  tke  faft  Parliament ;  it  had  pafled  both  Houfes,  hut  not,  as 
the  noble  Lord  had  imagined,  unnoticed  by  their  Lordfliips  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  had  undergone  an  ample  difcuffion  in  a' 
Committee  before  their  Lordfliips,  and  alterations  and  amend- 
ments had  been  made  in  that  Committee,  which  were  adopted 
in  the  prefertt  bill ;  but  it  had  fo  happened,  that  after  it  had  *' 
pafled  both  Houfes,  the  Parliament  had  been  diflblved  before 
it  received  the  royal  aflent.  He  furely,  therefore,  in  talking 
of  the  bill,  might  be  permitted  to  call  the  diflblution  of  the 
late  Parliament  a  premature'  diflblution ;  for  fo  in  fa<$  it  had 
proved,  as  to  the  particular  fubjedfc  in  quefiion.  With  re* 
gard  to  the  Other  parts  of  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  and,  general  reafoning  upon  the  fubje£t,  he  begged 
leave  for  himfelf,  and  for  thole  interefled  in  the  bill,  to  return 
his  Lordflwp  his  mbft  fincere  thanks  for  the  very  able,  learned 
and  intelligible  manner  in  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  flood  forth  its  advocate.  He  was  perfuaded  arguments 
mope  forcible  or  more  convincing  could  not  be  adduced  in  its 
favour,  than  the  arguments  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord. 
He  had  not  a  doubt  in  his  own  mind  of  the  propriety  and 
the  truth  of  every  fyllable  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
advanced  Upon  the  fubjedt ;  but  without  pretending  to  xope 
with  the  aojrfe  Lord,  without  affecting  to  be,  what  he  by  no 
means  pretended  to  be,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  equal 
in  ability*  in  learning,  of  in  the  means  of  acquiring  informa* 
tion  upon  that  or  any  other  fubje<a,  he  could  not  but  think 
all  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  faid,  went  to  fliew  the  ne- . 
ceffity  of  paffmg  the  bill ;  becaufe,  though  it  was  admitted, 
as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  dated,  that  the  morefactr- 
dotisj  the  more  l»icir  and  the  facramcmum  corporvd^  or  the 
Oath  taken  by  laying  the  hand  on  the  cloth  that  had  wrapped 
i\p  our  Saviour^s  body,  wer$  eflentially  the  fame,  and  differed 
only  in  form  arid  circumftance,  and  though  it  were  admitted 
thai:  the  law  ftood,  as  the  bill  would  declare  it  to  (land,  yet 
thefaA  being,  that  feme  perfons  who  entertain  religious 
foruples  about  the  fori©  and  circumftance  of  oaths,  and  whole 
fcruples  of  oohfcience  led  them  to  be  defirous  pf  taking  oaths, 
by  holding  tip  of  the  right  hand*  had  been  refufed  the  priyi-. 
lege  of  b^tng  fo  fwor«H  and  particularly  in  cafes  of  making 
affidavits  of  dd>t«,  ft  waft  rieceffary  to  declare,  by  an  act  of 
Parliament,  that  they  had  a.  legal  right  fo  to  be  fwonu  fjis 
Lordfliip  faid  h$  hold  iq  his  band  an  iftftance  of  a  cafe  tiapt 
had  recently  happened,  in  "Whieh  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Cooper  wastrfuftd  die  liberty  of  taking  an  oath  in.  the  man - 
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ner  prefcribed  by  the  bill,  touching  a  felony  tried  at  the 
Seffions  Houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey.     [The  Lrtd  Chancellor 
afked  from  the  woolfack,  before  what  judge  the  canfe  had 
been  tried  ?  To  which  Lord  Derby  replied,  that  he  really  did 
not  know.]    If,  therefore,  the  fa&  was,  that  perfons  were 
denied  permiflion  to  be  fo  fworn  in  courts  of  juftice  in  the 
metropolis,  how  much  more  likely  was  it  that  magiftrates  in 
the  country,  and  others  commiffioned  to  admit  perfons  to 
make  their  oaths,  ihould  refufe  jn  like  manner  ?    He  hoped, 
therefore,  their  Lordfhips  would  be  of  opinion  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pafs,  and  would  fuffer  it  to  proceed. 
The  Lord         The  Lord  Chancellor  rofe  again,  and  informed  the  Houfe, 
Chancellor.  ^^  tke  noye  £ar|  ha(j  communicated  to  him  an  inftance  of 
a  perfon's  defiring  to  be  fworn,  and  being  refufed,  but  that 
upon  inquiry,  it  had  turned  out,  that  the  faft  was  direftly 
the  reverfe  of  that  communicated  to  him  by  the  noble  EarL 
His  Lordfhip  faid  farther,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
run  after  cafes,  dated  to  have  been  tried  before  no  body  knew 
-what  judges,  but  that  it  was  to  the  laft  degree  frivolous  to 
be  making  ads  of  Parliament  to  enforce  what  was  already 
known  to  be  law,  and  that  if  a  juftice  of  the  peace  refufed  to 
do  his  duty,  it  was  not  a  declaratory  aft  of  Parliament  that 
would  compel  him  to  do  it.    He  ftill,  therefore,  obje&ed  to 
reading  the  bill  a  fecond  time. 
The  Bar!  of     The  Earl  of  Derby  replied,  and  faid  he  could  not  agree 
(Derby.        with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in  thinking  that  men's  ha* 
ving  it  in  their  power  to  produce  an  exaft  aft  of  Parliament, 
and  {hew  it  to  any  juftice  of  the  peace  who  refufed  to  admit 
them  to  fwear  by  holding  up  of  their  hand,  would  not  con- 
vince fuch  juftice  what  his  duty  was,  and  induce  him  to  com- 
ply with  the  reqtiifition, 
U  Lo»gh-      Lord  Loughborough  rofe  to  fay  a  very  few  words*    His 
borough.     Lordfhip  declared  he  concurred  completely  in  every  argument 
urged  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  wooltack,  in  re* 
gard  to  the  exiftence  of  the  law  at  prefent.    Indifputably  every 
man  in  this  country  had  a  right  to  be  fworn  after  the 
form  and  circumftance  moft  confonant  to  his  religion.— 
That  the  law  flood  fo,  was  a  matter  perfeftly  clear,  and  per* 
•  feftly  fettled ;  but  he  neverthelefs,  thought  a  purpofe  worth 
tohile  might  be  anfwered  by  their  Lordfhips  fufiering  the  bill 
to  proceed,  and  pafs  into  a  law,  Hand  that  a  Ample,  but  a  very 
ufeful  purpofe.    if  the  parties  applying  for  the  prefect  bill 
were  anxious  to  have  it  exprefsly  declared,  that  they  might 
take  an  oath  in  die  manner  specified  in  the  bill)  what  harm 

could 
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could  there  poffibly  be-in  gratifying  their  requeft?  The  do- 
ing fo  would  not  only  confer  a  favour  on  thofe  for  whofe  relief 
the  bill  was  intended,  but  it  would  remove  much  difficulty 
and  inconvenience  out  of  the  wav  of  thofe  who  might  ftand 
in  need  of  the  legal  teftimony  or  perfons  of  that  defcription  ; 
and  it  would  alfo  remove  much  difficulty  and  inconvenience 
out  of  the  way  of  thofe  appointed  to  receive  affidavits,  and 
fwear  perfons  applying  to  them  to  be  fworn,  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  There  were,  his  Lordfliip  obferved* 
in  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  throughout  the  kingdom,  a  great 
variety  of  perfons  whofe  office  it  was  to  fwear  fuch  as  had 
occafion  to  be  fworn.  Every  body  knew  that  no  man  could 
take  out  a  writ  and  fue  his  debtor,  without  previously  making 
an  affidavit  of  his  debt,  and  that  affidavit  muft  be  fworn  be* 
fore  a  commiffioner  appointed  by  fome  one  or  other  of  the 
courts  to  take  affidavits.  Thofe  commiffioners  were  not,  all 
of  them  men  of  fenfe,  of  candour,  of  clearnefs,  and  of  libe- 
rality. There  were  alfo  among  the  magiftrates  in  the  com* 
mifliqn  of  the  peace,  many  who  were  not  a  jot  more  fen-  » 
fible,  more  candid,  more  intelligent,  or  more  liberal,  than 
the  commiffioners  juil  mentioned.  If  the  bill  pafled,  it 
would  ferve  to  convince  fuch  of  thefe  two  defcriptions,  what 
.their  duty  was,  and  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  arifing  from 
their  refufing,  through  ignorance  of  the  law,  to  admit  per- 
fons to  fwear,  by  the  uplifting  of  their  hand.  Another  ufeftil 
confequence  might  arife  from  the  bill,  and  that  was,  it  de- 
fined in  exprefs  words  the  form  of  the  oath.  His  Lordfhip 
declared,  that  had  an  application  been  made  to  him,  while 
fitting  as  a  judge,  tp  admit  a  perfon  to  be  fworn  after  the 
form  and  circumftance  prefcribed  in  the  bill,  though  he 
Ihould  undoubtedly  not  have  refufed,  he  fhould  have  been 
at  fome  little  lofs  as  to  the  proper  form  of  the  oath.  Th^t 
doubt  the  hill  went  to  remove,  and  for  that  and  the  other 
.  reafons  he  had  ftated,  he  wifhed  their  Lordftiips  would  fufler 
it  to  proceed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  again  left  the  woolfack,  and  faid,  the  The  Lord 
hearing  a  perfon  of  much  lefs  knowledge  of  the  law  and  its  ChaageUor. 
pra&ice  than  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  declare  that  he 
fhould  have  had  any  doubts  as  to  the  form  of  the  oath, 
would  have  excited  in  his  mind  much  alarm  for  the  danger 
in  which  other  religious  perfons  would  be  put  if  the  prefent 
bill  was  to  pafs.  He  hoped,  therefore,  their  Lordfhips,  if 
they  confented  to  pafs  any  bill  like  that  under  confideration, 
would  make  it  a  general  bill,  and  extend  it  to  all  defcriptions 

of 
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*f  religious  Chriftians,  With  regard  to  the  Comtftiflt&tieit 
appointed  to  take  affidavits  in  the  country  refufing  to  fwear 
thofe  whodefired  it,  as  the  bill  prefcribedf,  if  there  were  any 
tof  that  defcHption  in  fo  dead  and  miferable  a  ftate  ©f  igno* 
i*artce,  they  were  unfit  for  their  offices,  and  they  ought  to 
bt  deprived  of  them.  If  any  juftice  of  peace  refute  to  do  his 
duty  in  this  refpeft,  let  him  be  punifhed  ;  file  an  Informa- 
tion againft  him  ;  a  faft,  the  newfpapers  would  immediately 
Jrttbfifh  to  the  woHd,  which  would  be  a  much  better  means 
<ef  Asking  it  known  what  the  law  was  in  this  refpeft,  than 
the  making  a  new  ad  of  Parliament  the  medium  of  its  publi- 
cation. * 

On  the  queftfon  heing  put,  the  Houfe  divided : 
Contents  «-  •  .  5 

Not  contents  18 

It  was  then  moved  to  rejeft  the  bill,  and  which,  upon  the 
•^ueftion  put,  was  ordered  accordingly, 

Jirfy  20. 

MS^aey*  Lord  Sydney  brought  down  a  meffijge  to  the  Houfe  fr,om 
His  Majefty,  ftating,  that  with  all  his  care,  the  civil  lift  had 
gone  into  afrear,  and  a  debt  was  incurred.  The  noble  Lord 
moved,  that  their  Lordfhips  fliould  be  fumjnoned  on  this 
meflage. 

July  23. 

%i.  Sydney.  Lord  Sydney  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  ;  which  being 
complied  with,  and  His  Majefty *s  meflage  to  the  Houfe  read 
fey  the  clerk,  fimilar  to  that  ient  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
relative  to  the  arrears  in  the  civil  lift  \  his  Lordftrip  rofe, 
^and  obferved,  that  as  it  was  cuftomary  that  the  mode  of 
complying  With  His  Majefty*s  requeft  Ihould  originate  m 
another  place,  and  be  fent  to  that  Houfe  for  their  appro- 
bation, he  fliould  not  trouble  them  any  farther  at  prefent 
than  to  move  an  addtefs  to  His  Majefty,  thanking  him  for 
his  gracious  meflage :  it  gave  the  Croton  gteat  tineafinefs  to 
-be  bbliged  again  to  apply  to  its  faithful  fttbjedts  tti  this  head; 
but  notwithftanding  great,  and  he  Would  fay,  ia  feme  cafes* 
very  fevere  retrenchments  were  made  in  the  civil  lift,  yet  it 
/had  been  found  impoffible  to  avoid  incurring  the  prefent 
debt;  other  retrenchments  were  intended,  and  WouM  be  put 
in  force  as  foon  as  poffible;  but  until  thofe  were  adopted,  the 
allowance  woald  prove  inadequate  t6  the  ex  pence*  s  thene- 
ceffity,  therefore,  of  the  prefent  application,  muft  be  dear 

to 
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to  their  Lordfhips,  and  he  doubted  not  every  one  of  them 

would  readily  acquiefce  with  it,  and  join  him  in  presenting 
an  humble  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  thanking  him  for  his  gra- 
cious mefikge,  to  affure  him  of'  their  loyalty,  attachment, 
and  their  readinefs  to  fupport  him,  aad  comply  with  his 
jequeft. 

Lord  Morton  feconded  the  motion. 

The  Duke  of  Mancbefter  begged  to  fay  a  few  words,  ft  The  D.  «f 
was  very  far  from  his  intention  to  give  the  leaft  oppofition  Afaachefcer. 
either  to  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Lord*  or  the  fab- 
led it  alluded  to :  no  man  wifhed  to  a&  with  greater  libe- 
rality towards  the  Crown  than  he  was  always  ready  to  do. 
He  was  forry  to  find  it  circumfcribed  in  its  finances;  he 
wifhed  its  allowance  to  be  equal  to  its  dignity,  and  all  he 
defired  to  fee  was  ceconomy  ufed  in  the  expenditure.  He 
perfe&ly  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  in  the  hardfhips  occa- 
sioned by  fome  of  the  retrenchments,  as  well  as  the  prefent 
allowance  being  inadequate  to  the  expences  of  the  civil  lift,  • 
which  in  many  cafes  was  confined  to  a  parfimony  totally 
unbecoming  the  dignity  it  was  intended  to  fupport ;  the  Sa- 
laries, for  inftance,  annexed  to  the  offices  of  His  Majefty'* 
fervants  in  foreign  departments,  were  far  from  putting  them 
on  a  level  with  thofe  appointed  by  other  ftates;  of  this  he 
could  fpeak  with  fome  certainty,  having  experienced  it  when 
he  had  the  honour  of  being  employed  by  His  Majefty — his 
motive,  however,  for  rifing,  was  merely  to  requeft  the 
noble  Lord  would  inform  him,  as  far  as  the  rules  of  the 
Houfe  would  admit,  by  what  means  this  money  was  intended 
to  be  raifed  ;  he  found  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  in  his  hand, 
that,  on  a  late  application,  300,000!.  was  iflbed  in  Exchequer 
bills,  redeemable  at  12,500!.  per  quarter,  and  by  the  ac- 
counts on  their  Lord/hips'  table,  that  the*  debt  on  the  civil 
lift  was  upwards  of  44,0061.  in  one  year,  which  amounted 
to  very  near  the  fum  that  by  the  a£fc  was  to  have  been  paidf 
thus  there  was  every  reafon  to  conclude  that  minifters  would 
-not  be  able  to  flop  on  the  prefent  application,  but  would  be 
obliged  to  come  again  next  year,  the  year  after,  and  fo  on ; 
therefore  it  was  that  he  was  defirous  of  being  informed  whe- 
ther any  new  method  was  to  be  adopted  ;  if  not,  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  to  come  forward  at  once,  and  fairly 
ftate  to  the  Public  what  fum  was  a&ually  wanted  to  render 
the  civil  lift  perfe&ly  clear,  and  the  prefent  allowance  being 
infuffirient,  to  afk  at  once  for  that  fum,  which  would  fup- 
port the  Crown  of  England  with  that  honour  and  dignity, 

which. 
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which  he  was  certain  /every  Briton  would  be  happy  to  fee  — - 
The  prefent  manner  appeared  to  him  as  holding  out  a  falla- 
cious account  to  the  Public ;  he  meant  not  to  refleft  on  any 
man  by  the  word  fallacious,  it  was  only  to  exprefe  an  in- 
accurate one— Being  up,  his  Lordihip  faid,  he  muft  intrude 
on  the  patience  t>f  the  Houfe,  with  a  few  words  on  an  article 
in  the  account  upon  the  table,  in  which  he  conceived  himfelf 
to  be  a  little  concerned ;  the  large  Aim  of  71 681.  was  charged 
in  the  department  be  had  had  the  honour  to  fill ;  now,  al- 
though he  by  no  means  obje&ed  to,  or  thought  fecret  fer- 
vice  money  mifapplied  by  Government,  yet  he  conceived  it 
tieceflary,  to  prevent  any  mifcooceptionS)  to  ftate,  that  he, 
while  in  France,  bad  not  drawn  upon  the  Treafury  for  a 
fingle  ihilling  for  that  fervice ;  he  did  not  mean  to  boaft  of 
this  as  any  merit,  for  he  rather  thought  it  owing  to  chance^ 
and  that  he  had  been  lucky  in  having  no  occafion  for  it* 
Another  motive  there  was  for  his  making  this  obfervation  to 
the  Houfe :  an  a&  of  Parliament  was  now  in  being,   by 
which  any  fervant  of  the  Crown,  on  a  foreign  ftation,  is  to 
account  for  the  money   drawn  for  that  purpofe  within  2 
twelvemonth  after  their  return,  and  make  oath  of  the  expen- 
diture of  it;  now  thofe  unacquainted  with  the  fe&,  might 
have  been  furprized  he  had  not  made  up  fuch  account ;  the 
reafon  was  a  very  palpable  one,  after  what  he  had  ftated  to 
their  Lordfhips;  he  had  no  caufe  to  fuppofe  the*  money  had 
not  been  expended,  and  properly  expended,  as  ftated  in  the 
account,  but  nopart  of  that  expenditure  had  pafied  through 
his  hands :  he  apologized  for  having  taken  up"  fo  much  of 
their  Lordfhips'  time,  but  hoped  the  hints  he  had  thrown  out 
would  not  be  thought  totally  inapplicable  to  the  fobjed ; 
and  that  Minifters  would  boldly  come  forward  at  once  for  the 
fum  neceflary  for  His  Majefty's  iervice,  when  he,  for  one, 
would  give  them  all  that  fppport  which  could  bo  expe&ed 
prom  fo  inconfiderable  an  individual. 
£*.  Sytey.      Lord  Sydney  paid  the  noble  Duke  many  handfome  compli- 
ments for  that  liberality  and  candour  with  which  he  had  de- 
livered his  fentiments ;  he  could  not,  however,  he  (aid,  give 
him  that  fatisfa&iou  he  required,  becaufe  it  was  a  matter 
which  generally  originated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  he 
thought,  nevertheless,  he  might  go  fo  far  as  to  inform  the 
Houfe,  that  he  did  not  believe  it  was  intended  to  apply  for 
any  more  than  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  prefent  exi- 
gencies : — refpe&ing  the  noble  Duke's  proportion  of  coming 
forward  at  once  for  *  fcfficiency  to  defray  all  arrears,  he 

'  felt 
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felt  himfelf  highly  honoured  with  his  promife  of  fuppofty  btif" 
although  he  poflelTed  fuch  liberal  fentiments,  fuch  fentiments 
we^-e  not  to  be  found  with  every  man,  and  he  feared;  were 
Minifters  to  attempt  fuch  a  meafure,  there  would  be  rtiany 
ready  to  traduce  them  for  it ;  nor  did  he  think  it  would  be 
firiclly  proper  to  bring  fuch  an  important  matter  forward  fo 
late  in  the  feffion,  and  when  Parliament  was  fo  thinly  at- 
tended ;  he  would  not  fay  but  there  might  be  a  neceflity  for 
a  fimilar  application  next  year ;  which  if  there  was,  thea 
would  be  the  time  for  a  new  regulation  to  be  adopted. 

The  Earl  of  CarliJU  was  furprized  to  hear  the  noble  Lord  The  Earfe 
fay  this  was  an  improper  time,  for  fo  important  a  matter, Cartifle. 
becaufe  Parliament  was  thinly  attended,  when  there  were 
fubjeds  now  in  agitation  in  Parliament  as  important  as  any 
that  ever  was  or  can  be  agitated  in  this  kingdom ;— was  not 
the  regulations  for  the  Eaft-India  Company  of  importance  ? 
Were  not  the  taxes  of  importance  ?  and  yet,  thefe  were  either 
before,  or  to  be  brought  before  Parliament,  late  as  it  was  id 
the  feffion,  and  thinly  as  the  noble  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fay 
the  Parliament  was  attended :  he  lhould  think  it  was  a  kind 
of  reflexion,  was  he  to  fay  members  abfented  tbemfelves 
upon  fuchoccafions;  therefore,  if  the  attendance  of  Parlia- 
ment could  ever  be  judged  of  from  the  importance  of  the 
bufinefstin  agitation,  Minifters  would  never  find  a  period 
when  .it  was,  or  ought  to  be,  more  fully  attended  than  at 
prefent ;  and  of  courfe  it  followed,  according  to  the  noble 
Lord's  idea,  that  there  never  would  be  found  a  more  proper 
time,  for  bringing  the  fubje<Sk  forward,  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  by  the  noble  Duke.  He  perfectly  agreed  with  that 
worthy  chara&er,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  every  fubjedk 
in  this  kingdom  to  fupport  the  h6nour  and  dignity  of  His 
Majefty*  and  that  the  civil  lift  ought  to  be  fuch  as  to  leave 
no  room-'for  an  excufe  of  its  going  into  arrears  ;  it  was  a  re- 
flection upon  the  Sovereign  to  be  neceffitated  to  make  tbefe 
applications,  -and  it  was  a  degradation  that  he  was  certain 
every  fubjedt  in  the  .realm  was  forry  to  fee. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  the  addrefs  and  carried  unani* 
moufly,  and  the  Lords  with  the  whke  ftaves  ordered  to  at* 
tend  His  Majefty  with  the  fame ;  after  which  the  Houfo 
adjourned  at  a  quarter  paft  five  o'clock. 

July  29* 
The  bin  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  for  the  better  regulation 
of  India  affairs,  &c,  was  brought  up  from  the  Lower  Houfc* 
Vol.  XVI.  M  ™* 
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and  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond1  time 
on  Monday  the  2d  of  Auguft.  This  was  the  day  appointed 
for  a  general  thankfgiving ;  and  there  were  few  members  in 
the  Houfe. 

July  30. 

In  confequence  of  the  India  bill  being  read  the  <!ay  before, 
Thefeari>f  The  Earl  of  CwiyU  rofe  up  to  complain  of  fuch  fudden, 
Cwiifle.  unexpe&ed,  and  unufual  proceedings.  On  a  day  of  thankf- 
giving it  was  not  cuftomary  to  tranfa&  fuch  important  bufi- 
nefs  as  the  firft  reading  of  a  bill  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  thf 
appointment  of  a  day  for  its  fecond  reading.  On  fuch  a  day 
no  bufinefs  was  expe&ed  ;  and  when  it  was  brought  on  fad* 
denly,  it  wore  the  afpeft  of  being  brought  on  unfairly.  The 
bill  in  queftion  was  moft  efientially  different  from  that  which 
had  been  firft  printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 
and  it  requited  much  more  time  than  that  which  had  been 
prefcribed  by  a  few  of  their  Lordfliips  yefterday,  to  under* 
derftand,  and  to  give  it  due  confideration.  He,  therefore; 
moved;  u  That  the  order  of  yefterdav,  for  the  fecond  leading 
**  of  the  India  bill  on  Monday  next,  be  difcharged." 
W.  Sydney,  Lord  Sydney  touched,  in  a  few  words,  on  the  advancement 
of  the  feafon  ;  the  magnitude  and  the  urgency  of  the  bufi- 
nefs which  the  bill  had  for  its  obje£h ;  and,  above  all,  on  the 
notoriety  of  the  principles  of  the  bill.  Although  the  bill 
had  come  before  them  in  a  formal  manner,  hut  recently,  its 
fubftance  and  purport  was  not  unknown  to  any  of  their  Lord* 
fliips;  and  if  they  were,  they  might  foon  be  learnt.  He,  there* 
fore  hoped,  that  their  Lordfliips  would  not  reverie  the  order 
of  the  Houfe  for  reading  the  India  bill  a  fecond  time  on 
Monday  next. 
LoTdVifc  Lord  Vifcount  Stormont  confidered  the  ftidden  and  fecret 
si;oimont..  order  of  yefterday  as  indecent  in  the  bigheft  degree,  and  un- 
worthy of  their  Lordfliips.  The  importance  of  the  bill 
was  immenfe ;  it  deftroyed,  to  a  certain  extent,  trials  by  Jury; 
it  involved  in  it  the  fate  of  this  country,  and  the  lives  of  mil- 
lions of  our  fellow  creatures.  It  ought  not,  by  toy*  feeans, 
to  be  carried  through  with  precipitation.  It  fliouW  bo  w*ff 
weighed  and  feriouflv  confidered,  and  the  fa&fr  alledged  in  it 
examined  and  provea  by  undoubted  evidence.  At  thiftftaloA 
they  could  not  avail  themfelves  of  the  abilities  and  experience 
of  different  noble  and  learned  Lords,  who  were  neceffarily 
abfenr.  -  Oh  other  occafi  ens,  the  advancement  of  the  feafon, 
and  the thkmeft  of  tbciioufc^  wer€  urg^d  as  pica*  fet  delay- 
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tng  bufinefs,  which,  when  compared  with  what  was  before 
them,  *was  merely  a  trifle.  He  entreated  their  Lordfhips  to 
open  their  candid  and  noble  minds  to  thefe  confiderations  ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  declared,  that  he  mod  cordiallyfeconded 
the  motion  that  had  been  made  by  Lord  Carfifle. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  that  the  India  bill,  which  was  The  Dak* 
ordered  to  be  read  on  Monday  next,  was  a  very  intelligible  J^JJ**- 
bill,  and  required  neither  any  great  efforts  of  induftry  nor 
brightnefs  of  genius  for  a  clear  underftanding  of  it.  Al- 
though it  was  read  only  a  firft  time  yefterday,  it  was  not,  in 
any  of  its  ftages,  kept  a  fecret  from  their  Lordfhips  any  mors 
than  from  the  world.  They  might  have  ftudied,  or  might 
now  ftudy  it  with  great  eafe  and  advantage  in  their  clofets. 
The  noble  Lord  had  lamented  the  abfence  of  certain  learned 
Lprds  in  the  difcuflion  of  fuch  an  important  bill  as  that  for 
the  government  of  India.  His  Grace  too  lamented  the  ab- 
fence of  the  learned  Lord,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  be  particu- 
larly pointed  at,  becaufe  that  learned  Lord  would  inform  their 
Lordfhips  how  inadequate,  according. to  the  prefent  fyfiem  of 
governing  India,  puniihments  were  to  crimes,  and  bow  many 
enormities  pafled  unpunifhed;  the  captivity  and  death  of  Lord 
Pigot,  and  the  cruel  mockery  of  ioqoI.  fine,  by  way  of  pu- 
nifhment,  he  doubted  not,  were  vividly  irnpreiTed  on  that 
noble  and  learned  Lord's  imagination,  and  would,  by  his  elo- 
quence, be  communicated  withefiedt  to  their  LordOiips.  This, 
with  other  fuch  enormities,  called  for  a  fpeedy  remedy. 
There  were  urgent  reafons  for  difpatch  5  none  that  be  couU 
fee  for  delay.  A  former  Eaft -India  bill  had  been  ftill  mom 
torecipitatea  than  the  prefent,  if  they  considered  that  the  fyb- 
JeS  of  it  was  not  then  fo  well  underftond  as  it  is  nbw,  and 
that  it  pointed  at  the  raoft  important  revolutions  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country,  as  well  as  of  India.  The  bill,  £b  V 
juiUy  rq|e<5Ud,  bad  been  hurried  with  anxious  difpatch  Com 
the  HP^fc  of  Commons  ;  read  a  firft  time  on  the  Qth  of  jDe- 
cenibj9r&  and  ordered  for  d  fecorid  reading  on  the  Monday  fpl- *  \ 
fowirifi;.  There  was  only  a  difference  of  two  days*  ha  oti-  ^ 
ferved,  between  the  jperiods  allowed  ^br  the  consideration  of  a 
new,  bold,  and  alarming  bin,  and  one  whkh,  froui  lor/g  and 
nuuch  canvaffing[t  was  generally  known,  and  perfr&lj;  confix-  ' 
na«t  to  the  principles  of  our  internarc6nflitqriQn> 

Lord  Vjfcount  Siotmant  replied*  in  orderVto  every  propofi-  tort  vir* 
tiori  that  had  been  advanced  by  the  puke  6i  Richmond*  '}&  **"*"• 
declared,  that  although  public imisour  bad  brpugfijt  to  his  ears 
jqwy  things  in  t|ie  hew  India!  bill,  tom'tfatiffk  hfcwai'jet 
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to  learn,  in  many  inftaoces,  its  true  meaning  and  import. 
From  the  incorre&nefs  of  printing,  he  fuppofed,  and  perhaps 
from  too  great  concifenefs,  or  it  might  be,  too  great  co- 
pioufnefs  of  expreffion,  there  were  many  things  in  the  bill 
which  were  to  him  wholly  unintelligible.  He  obferVed  too, 
that  to  read  and  underftand  a  bill  was  not  the  only  matter 
that  was  requifite  to  enable  any  perfon  to  form  a  judgement 
of  its  merits  :  it  was  farther  neceflary,  to  be  well  informed 
>  concerning  the  foundation  of  thofe  fads,  and  thofe  opinions 
on  which  its  principle  as  well  as  its  feveral  branches  refted. 
That  Houfe,  in  his  conception,  was  the  proper  place  for  their 
Lordfliips  to  obtaiu  the  evidence  on  which  they  ihould  give 
their  voices  in  great  and  dubious  queftions.  As  to -what  the 
noble  Duke  had  faid  concerning  the  learned  and  noble  Lord, 
whom  he  had  fuppofed  to  be  particularly  pointed  at,  in  wfcat 
he  had  advanced,  he  affured  the  Duke,  that  he  had  no  fuch 
Specification  in  his  mind,  when  he  exprefled  a  wifli  that 
.  learned  and  noble  Lords,  now  abfent,  had  been  prefent,  or 
might  yet  be  prefent,  at  the  difcuffion  of  fuch  important  quef- 
tions. The  learned  Lord,  to  whom  the  noble  Duke  alluded, 
although  his  health  was  mended,  would  not,  be  feared,  be 
able  to  attend  his  duty  during  the  prefent  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment. But  it  was  not  on  theunintelligihility  of  the  bill,  or 
fbe  abfence  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lords,  or  bbth  thefe 
circumftances  united,  that  his  Lordfhip  had  refled  his  plea  for 
a  delay  of  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  in  queftion.  *  The 

a'  iciple  of  the  bill  demanded  deliberate  Confederation.  He 
not  been  wholly  inattentive,  for  fome  years  backwards, 
to  India  affairs,  and  he  had  not  been  without  the  means  of  re- 
ceiving fome  information  concerning  them.  That  ihe  manage- 
ment pf  the  Court  of  Directors  had  been  the  ultimate  fource 
of  our  difafters  in  India,  he  conteive&tte&e  4  matter  that 
Was  notorious,  and  agreed  on  by  different  arflfctypofitfrdeno- 
rninations  and  defcriptions  of  men;  yetrtHe  bilKhat  Was  the 
fubje&  of  the  queftion  before  them,  was  to  devolve  thegdvern- 
ment  of  India  into  the  fame  weak  hinds- that  had  for  to  many 
years  thrown  and  kept  them  in  a  dangerous  confufion.  The 
•  wolf  wqs  again  to  be  the  fiie^herd  of  the.  flock;  The  Hindoos 
were  to  fee  pi!lage4  and  fleeced  as  formerly.  This  was  the 
„  remedy  that  Was  to  be  applied  to  evils  thajt  were  confidered  as 
extreme,  and  applied  by  men  who  had  disclaimed  all  pallia-? 
trves?  —  He  infifted  afrain  on  the  indecency  of  carrying 
through  the  Houfe  a  bill  of  fuch  yA{1  importance.  There 
yi$  a  malignity,  he  faid,  in  this,  as'.in  411  other  countries, 
L    . ■■■."'.■■:  which 
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which  would  put  the  leaft  favourable  conftru&ion  on  all  pub* 
lie  meafures,  where  their  juftice  and  propriety  were  riot  fo 
apparent  as  to  exclude  all  comment  and  conjeclure.  It  wat 
fit  that  their  Lordihips  fhould  obviate  all  invidious  interpre- 
tations by  the  opennefs,  the  equity,  and  the  candour  of  their 
conduct.  If  the  bill  ffiould  be  carried  through  the  Houfe, 
the  world  would  fay,  that  it  would  not  bear  a  leifurely  dif-' 
cuffion.  If  it  were  feen  only  by  a  fide  view,  it  would  be 
faid,  that  its  fabricators  were  afraid  to  exhibit  it  in  full  prof- 
pedt.  With  regard  to  what  the  Duke  of  Richmond  had  laid 
concerning  the  precipitation  of  a  former  bill,  Lord  Stormont 
faid,  that  only  there  wis  a  difference  of  time  in  the  intervals 
between  the  firft  and  fecond  readings  of  the  two  hills  j  but 
that  the  firft  India  bill  (he  meant  Mr.  Fox's)  had  been 
fully  and  ably  difeufled  in  a  very  full  Houfe,  on  its  firft 
reading,  . 
Earl  Ferrers  fpok©  a-  few  words  on  Lord  Carlifle's  motion,' 
The  LerdCbarittilbr  affored  Lord  Storraont  that  he  roietoThe  LoM 
fpeak  on  the  fubjedt  before  them,  merely  from  a  define  to  Chaneciio* 
remove  hi*  Lordftrip's  fcru  pies,  and  to  fajtfsfy 'hir 'feelings* 
and  not  from  any  appreheafion  that  the  difpatch  with  which 
it  was  propofed  to  carry  the   bill  through  the  Houfe,  evert  ^ 

with  the  aid  of  his  Lordihip's  obfemtions,  would  make  any 
unfavourable  iropreffion  in  the  world.  The  world,  he  laid, 
was  not  apt  to  judge  concerning  the  meafm  es  of  Parliament, 
or  any  meafures,  by  fuch  nice  difti&ions  and  formalities  aa 
occurred  to  his  Lordfliip,  but  by  the  obvious  and  plain  af- 
peft  under  which  they  naturally  appeared  to  the  plain  good 
fenfe  of  the  bulk  of  mankind.  The  principle  of  the  bill,  he 
infixed,  was  well  known.  A  long-continued  invefrrgation 
of  its  fubjeft  had  awakened  the  minds  of  men  to  give  it  a 
very  ferious  attention ;  even  the  debates  in  both  Httufes  c<f 
Parliament  on  another  bill,  had  fharpened  their  minds,  ind 
prepared  them  to  fee  with  a  glance  of  the  eye^  the  features 
of  this.  The  noble  Lord  who  had  fpoken  laft/hc  was  pbfi- 
tive,  perfectly  underftood  the  bill;  and,  he  doubted  not, 
was  above  the  affectation  of  cancelling  or  denying  his  know- 
ledge. Much  had  been  faid  concerning  the  precipitancy 
with  which  the  bill  was  carried  through  the  Houfe.  If  the 
principle  of  the  bill  waj  underftood,  as  it  certainly  Was, 
where  was  the  ufe  of  delay  ?  All  the  claufes  in  the  bill,  which 
Would  be  ynderftood  or  explained  in  a  trifle  of  time,  were 
intended  to  give  efficacy  to  that > principle,  and  their  propri- 
ety or  impropriety  co\|M  'be  judged  of,  as  it' was  upon  the 
.-•■*   •        i ;   \  *:  .  :  .     'fpotr^ 
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fpot— >He  acknowledged,  that  if  certain  noble  and  learned 
Lords  were  pretent,  and  particularly  a  learned  Lord  at  the 
head  of  a. great  court  of  juftice,  they  ruight  furnifh  fome  new 
fnformarion,  and  certainly  could  carry  on  very  able  and  in* 
gcoiow  debates.  But,  in  his  opinion,,  fufficicnt  information 
had  bee?  already  obtained ;  and  the  paths,  in  which  they 
OPght  to  tread*  were  fufficieotly  apparent.  It  was  true  a4 
Lp*4  Stormoot  had  obferved,  that  the  lad  Eaft-India  bill, 
the  bill  tjiat  had  been  rejected  fo  juftiy,  and  with  fuch  uni- 
Y*r&l  approbation,  had  occafioned  a  loog  and  fall  debate  on 
the  fif ft  reading,  But  what  waa  the  fubjeft  of  that  debate  ) 
Qn  what  point  did  it  turn  r  Not  on  the  merits  of  die  bill, 
Vnt  on  another  matter,  namely,  whether  certain  papers  o* 
evidence  fhould  be  produced  by  the  £*ft- India  Compa- 
ny, and  taken  into  consideration  by  their  Lordfhips.  The 
merits  of  the  bill  might  be  tonched  on  by  way  of  digreffion, 
tot  they  were  not  formerly,  nor  fuhftentially,  nor  to  any 

Erpofc  of  legiflttion,  before  them*  ;  A  mighty  ftrefs,  his 
ftdfhip  obferved,  was  laid  on  a  difference  of  two  days* 
Xhe  former  Eaft-lndia  bill  was  read  a  fir  ft  time  on  Tuefday, 
and  ordered  to*  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday.  This  ia 
read  oa  Thar&ay,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on 
Mooday.  littms  now  fiw  whether  th«r4  ia  notfueh  a  dif- 
fereeen  between  thei  two  bills,  as  does  more  than  compenfato 
this  .difference  of  the  timet  allotted  for  their  confederation. 
The  firft  bill  aimed  at  two  trjoft  important  and  moft  fatal 
sefolttttona^he  one  a  violation  ef  .the  charter,  and  the  ieU 
*uro  of  the  property  of  anopvdea^  »  numerous,  a  rtfpcciahle, 
**4  nnuftrfei  body  ef.wr  fellow  f*bj*£ts:  the  other  ania* 
novation  in  the  balanee- of  powe*  and  the  constitution.,  beveq 
Commiffioncfs  were,  to  beiappoi  rued*  who.  were  to  be  inverted 
with. a  portion,  tad  a  very  great  portion  too,  of  the  power 
of  tie  Gretas  as  well**  with  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  EafUIudia  Company.  They;  mev*  not  only  to.  he  bet*. 
ter  politicians  than  .the  Court  of  Direfito ,  h«t  better  traded 
pen  too,  The  eflfe&s  oi  the  Company*  tfeewfefv*  ye%o  to 
be  put  iAfco  th«>  hands,  as  if  they  had  beealunatietorxhii* 
^ren^^ThefewerefwiQgs  doipg«;  for  if  the  property,  ot^ 
whiefc  ii  nearly;  the  feme  thing*,  ihn  management  end  ufr 
Of  thewoperty,  wi  th  the  inflnerx*,  wbkhthatmfinagemeot'and 
trie  betWi  fofoctety,  tetaheafro^any  mwKor)My  of  me»^» . 
end Teflcdio  othor  band*;  if  thefa.tltiagi  em -ptrnwtodi 
whew  k  the:  reference,  im  tQ  joftiee  }  <  WlNnfe}*.  tfa*  Ctcomy 
tfpteftorty*  Vfhue  tfce  ptfteftiftli  rfUtffii  £^if  ^ecoo* 
fide*  the  power  and  patronage  that  would  have  accrued  to 

the 
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the  feveh  Cbtomiffionera,  the  profpeft  is  SHI  more  dafrkeoetf, 
*nd  the  danger  brought  home  more  lenfibly  to  every  brc^aft. 
As  to  what  the  noble  Lord  had  faid  of  the  bill  involving  the 
fate  of  thoufands  and  of  million*  of  our  fellow'  fubjefttj 
whatever  it  might  do  eventually,  it  did  not,  at  prcfent,  apt 
pear  to  deferve  fuch  lofty  defcriptiofl.  *      ■   • 

Concerning  the  Judicature  Bill,  and  the  trial  of  culprit*, 
fiot  by  juries,  but  in  a  ihore  fummary  manner,  he  obfcrve<L 
that  there" were  now  denominations  of  inoft  Valuable  and  ref* 
pe&able  Britifh  fubjedts  in  that  very  predicament;  he  meant 
the  military  and  naval  officers  as  well  as  men.  As  the  com* 
tnon  law  of  England  was  inadequate  to  \ht  enforcement  of  • 
military  difcipline,  fo  it  had  been  found  inadequate  to  th* 
punifhment  of  Offender*  in  India  j  and  the  fame  principle 
of  public  utility  and  general  expediency  would  juftify  ano- 
ther mode  of  trial  in  both  cafes.  He  allowed,  that  where 
*  bill  was  obviouffy  repugnant  to  juftice  and  found  policy, 
it  was  a  fpecies  of  injuftice  and  folly  to  allow  it  to  pafs,  even 
through  the  firfl;  ftages  J  but  no  fuch  injuftict  or  folly  ap- 
peared in  the  face  of  this  bill.  The  noble  Lord  had  fpbken  of 
the  notorious  mifconduft  of  the  Court  of  Directors;  but  where* 
on  was  the  notoriety  of  their  mifconduft  founded  ?  This  was 
taking  for  granted  what  ought  to  have  been  proved;  Hit 
*i,ordfhip  concluded  with  declaring,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
world  thinks  that  the  bill  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  India, 
had  already  undergone  as  much  parliamentary  difcttffion  M 
Would  do  it  good. 

Lord  Wcount  Siormont  charged  the  Chancellor  with  de*  Lor*  vifc, 
Viatingfrom  the  queftion  before  them  to  the  merits  of  the  Stwrnomt, 
bill.     He  ftill  declared  that  he  did  Hot  underftand  i$**»The 
cafe  of  military  and  naval  men,   he  alledged,;  was  not  in 
point ;  for  thefe  efteeraed  it  an  advantage  to  be  tried  by  ho-  ,, 
tiourahle  men  of  their  own  profeffion;  and  the  fituafeiort  ani   •; 
characters  of  the  pcrfons  comprehended  irv  the  bill,  he  would 
be  permitted  to  fay,  were,  in  many  efTential  refpe&6»  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  military  and  naval  officers.    H«  would 
not  enterinto  any  other  grammatical  difcnlfion  concerning  the 
etymology  of  the  word  notorious^  than  juft  to  obferve,that  in  bi* 
conception,  that  was  notorious  which  w&notummHtbus,  kn&tutk 
to  ali  men :  According  to  this  definition^  th6  mifconduft  of  the 
Court  of  Dire&or*  was  notorious.    Iv  was  acknowledged  by 
men  of  different  denominations  and  defortptions ♦    He  would 
only  trouble  their  Lordfhips  with  tWo  inftancea*  W  proofs  #f 
What  he  *fferted:—The  firft  was  <h*  afl&rtion  of  Lord  CUve, 
in  a  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  in  the  year  1772,  and 

which 
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which* was  afterwards  printed.  Lord  Clive  had  faid,  that 
*f  theBritifh  eftablifhraents  in  India  had  grown  too  great  for 
"  their  original  inftitetion ;  and  that  a  new  fyftem  was  indiC 
"  penftbly  neceffary  for  their  right  government."  The  other 
Vas  a  declaration  to  the  fame  purpofe,  of  Governor  Haftings 
(but  he  could  not  be  fo  particular  concerning  the  date)  iri 
a  letter  to  Lptd  North,  which  letter,  he  underftbod,  bad 
been  quoted  on  different  occafions  in  another  Houfe,  He 
'allowed  all  the  refpeft  that  was  due  to' the  character  of  moft 
refpeftable  merchants  in  Leadenhall-ftreet;  but  it  was  no 
imputation  on  the  charafter  of  thofe  men  to  fay,  that  they 
were  unequal  to  the  taik  of  governing  an  empire,  greater 
4Than  that  of  Russia.  To  this  taflc  they  had  proved 
themfelves  unequal— They  wrote  like  angefi,  but  they  afted 
like  women  and  children,  in  a  weak,  timid,  irrefolute,  and  coo- 
tradiftory  manner.  The  orders  of  this  month  countermanded 
the  orders  of  the  laft — They  changed  their  fyftem  according 
to  every  reprefentation ;  they  fluftuated  with  the  varying 
wind.  And  think  not,  my  Lords,  lightly  of  the  prefcnt 
bill,  or  that,  if  it  will  do  no  good,  it  will  do  no  harm* 
New  laws  are  not  fuch  indifferent  things  as  to  leave  matters 
in  the  ftate  in  which  they  found  them.  If  the  lenitives  yoa 
prefcribe  fail  of  curing  the  diftemper,  they  will  fofter  it-^ 
JLxubcrat  magis 

■  ■■  ■  -    Crcfcitque  medendo.- 

The  learned  Lord  had  argued,  that  the  former  Eaft-India 
bill  which  had  been  rejected,  had  been  fully  as  precipitate  a* 
this. ,',.  Granting  that  it  had  been  fo,.  they  ought  not  to  imi- 
tate its  precipitation.  The  prefent  bill  ought  not  to  be  con- 
lidered  on  a  .comparifpn  with  the  laft,  but  at  large,  and  on 
its  own  merits, 
The  Lord  The  LortCkawelkr  in  reply,  faid,  that  if  he  had  deviated 
CiunccMor,  from  the  merits  of  the  bill,  he  had  not  done  fo  before  he 
was  invited  and  called  upon  by  the  noble  Lord's  example. 
He'wtfhed  that  he  might  be  ipdulged  in  the, liberty  of  crofs- 
examining  the  noble  Lord,;  who,  by  fi&ipns  concerning  er- 
rors in  printing,  and  otherwise,  had  fallen  upon  a  very  in- 
genious and  elegant  method  of  calling  the  bill  nonfenfe.  If 
he  poflefled  fuch  a  privilege,  he  would  aik.bim,  How  many 
minutes  he  took  to  find  out,,  that  the  different  claufts  of  the 
firft  printed  bill  were  unintelligible,  or,  in  other  words,  non-f 
fcnfe?  He  prefurned,  that  very  little  time  had  beeajiecefla- 
ry  for  this  purpofe*  And  the  fame  quicknefs  which  ha4 
enabled  the  noble  Lord  tqdifcover  fuch.  inconfiilencics  in 
•;,  -V  '•*"  "        "  .'  thatt 
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that,  would  enable  him,  which  he  doubted  not  but  he  would 
do,  if  he  found  any  in  that  before  them* 

Lord  Vifeount  Stormont  enforced  a-ncw  fome  of  his  former  Lord  vifc. 
arguments;   and,  in  conclusion,  apologifed  for  trefpaffing  stwnnwit. 
fo  much  on  their  Lordlhips'  time  and  patience.  But,  he  faid, 
he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppofe,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power,  the  precipitation  of  a  bill,  on  the  wifdom  or  folly  of    - 
which  the  prefervation  or  fall  of  our  pofleffions  in  India,  and 
even  of  Great-Britain  itfelf,  depended. 

On  a  divifion  of  the  Houfe,  there r  appeared  for  Lord 
Carlifle's  motion,  . 

Contents         — - *         — *  **-  4 

Not  Contents         —         —-  11 

Adjourned. 

Augufi  2. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Eaft- 
India  bill,  and  for  their  Lordlhips  to  be  fummoned,  having 
been  read, 

The  Earl  otCarli/k  rofe,  and  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  he  The  Earl  «f 
had  a  day  or  two  fince  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  prevail  upon  CariUle. 
fuch  Lords  as  were  then  prefcnt,  to  poftpone  the  order  for 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  Eaft-India  bill  for  a  few  days  longer, 
,  that  noble  Lords  might  have  time  to  examine  the  contents 
of  a  bill  of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance,  fo  as  to  make 
themfeives  perfeftly  raafters  of  it  before  its  principle  came 
under  difcuffion.  In  anfwer  to  this  requifition,  which  he 
thought  a  candid  and  a  reafonable  one  at  the  time  he  took 
the  liberty  of  offering  it,  and  to  which  there  had  fcarcely 
'  ever  been  an  inftance  of  a  denial,  it  had  been  obje&ed,  that 
when  another  bill  on  the  fame  futyeft  had  been  brought  in 
before  Chriftmas,  not  more  time  bad  been  allowed  than  now* 
In  order  to  let  the  Houfe  judge  in  which  of  the  two  cafes  the 
condu£t  of  jhofe  who  had  been  the  parents  and  fupporters  of 
both  bills,  had  afted  moil:  candidly,  be  would  ftate  the  par- 
ticular circumftances  of  each  tranfa£kion.  The  bill  before 
Chriftmas  had  been  brought  in  on  the  9th  of  December*  (a 
Tuefday)  and  it  had  been  met  by  a  remarkable  full  Houfe, 
in  which,  even  upon  its  firft  reading,  it  had  been  amply  de- 
bated for  feveral  hours*  The  fecond  reading  had  been  moved 
to  take  place  on  the  Monday  following,  which  was  allowing 
nearly  a  week  for  every  Lord  to  confider  its  contents,;  and 
it  was  to  be  remembered  likewife,  that  the  fecond  reading 
had  beep  moved,  and  Monday  appointed  for  that  purpofe, 

Vgl.XVL  F  wh«* 
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when  the  Houfe  was  full,  and  after  a  long  debate.  Between 
the  Tuefday  and  the  Monday,  the  Company  petitioned  to 
be  heard  againft  the  bill  by  their  counfel.  The  prayer  of 
the  petition  is  granted ,  counfel  are  heard  on  the  Monday ; 
they  adduce  an  infinite  quantity  of  evidence,  and  at  laft,  at 
a  late  hour,  tell  the  Houfe  they  are  tired,  and  beg  to  have 
leave  to  withdraw,  and  to  fioiin  their  cafe  the  next  day, 
This  is  debated,  and  though  it  was  argued  that  fuch  a  re? 
quifition  was  contrary  to  all  precedent,  that  to  accede  to  it 
would  be  to  facrifice  the  dignity  ?f  the  Houfe,  and  to  ad  at 
the  will  of  counfel,  yet  the  requeft  is  complied  with,  and  the 
debate  upon  the  principle  does  not  take  place  till  two  days 
afterwards. 

This,  his  LordQiip  obferved,  had  been  the  features  of  the 
cafe,  when  the  Eaft-India  bill  had  been  brought  into  the 
Houfe  before  Chriftmas.  Let  their  Lordfhips  fee,  how  far 
thofe  that  had  marked  the  introduction  of.  the  prefent  bill 
correfponded  with  them,  The  bill  was  brought  up  on  a  day 
generally  underftood  to  be  fet  apart  for  bufinefs  of  a  pecu- 
liar kind,  and  it  appeared  ffom  the  books,  that  very  few 
Lords  had  been  in  the  Houfe ;  why  more  were  not  prefent, 
was  a  matter  wholly  out  of  the  que  ft  ion.  The  bill,  in  that 
remarkably  thin  Houfe,  was  read  a,  firft  time,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  to  be  read  a  fecond  t]me  on  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing, which  was  but  at  three  day's  diftance.  In  order  to 
get  the  bill  printed  in  time,  the '  clerk  had  been  obliged  to 
tear  the  copy  in  pieces,  and  thus  hand  it  in  parts  to  the 
prefs;  and  after  all  this  unufual,  he  might  alnioft  fay  inde- 
cent, hurry,  noble  Lords  were  called  upon  to  give,  their 
opinions  upon  the  principles  of  the  bill,  before  they  had  held 
{he  popy  of  it  long  enough  in  their  pofleflion,  to  bp  able 
to  do  more  than  read  it  curforily  over,  Thefe  were  the 
naked  fads  that  had  attended  the  introduction  and  conduQ 
of  the  two  bills  in  that  Houfe:  let  then}  fpeak  for  them- 
felves,  and  let  the  Houfe  judge  from  the  h&s%  which,  hq 
believed  he  had  detailed  with  tolerable  accuracy ;  at  leaft, 
as  far  as  his  memory  would  ferve  him,  he  had  done  fa  ;  let 
{heir  Lordfhips  judge  from  fimple  fa£b  alone,  unmixed  with 
any  reafonmg  of  his  own  upon  thjem,  in  which  cafe  moft 
candour  and  fajmefe,  and  in  which  moft  precipitation  and 
♦  hurry,  had  been  pra&ifed.  Having  faid  thw,  his  Lordfhip 
declared,  he  would,  as  well  as  he  was  enabled  to  do,  from  a 
curfory  perufal  of  the  hill,  and  a  cpnfequeatly  flight  con-! 
JLderatjon  pf  itt  varioug  claufes,  ju$  touch  on  one  or  two 
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eflential  parts  6f  the  bill,  and  fay  a  word  or  two  to  its  ge- 
neral principle.  He  took  the  aim  of  the  bill  to  be,  to  con- 
firm and  eflablifh  the  Government  of  India  in  the  hinds  of 
thofe,  whofe  weaknefs,  whofe  want  of  decifion,  arid  want 
of  capacity  to  govern  India  Well,  had  made  the  ground  of 
the  neceffity  for  the  ftate  to  interfere,-  on  every  occafion  in 
which  it  had  interfered,  fince  the  firft  a&  of  Parliament  had 
pafled  upon  the  fubje&.  In  that  view  of  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  he  could  not  but  entirely  difapprove  of  it,  and  when  it 
was  pretended  that  the  Directors  would  for  the  future  a6t 
more  wifely,  more  firmly,  and  more  ably  than  they  hitherto 
had  done,  hecaufe  that  now  they  were  to  be  fubje&ed  to  a 
Board,  as  it  was  called,  of  Control  and  Superintendence,  he 
could  not  but  feel  it  as  a  mockery  of  common  fenfe.  How 
were  the  Directors  fubjeft  to  this  Board  of  Control?  To 
what  punifliment,  or  to  what  cenfure  were  they  obnoxious; 
in  cafe  they  refufed  to  obey  the  orders  of  fhe  Board  ?  In  the 
bill  there  was  no  penalty  ftated  to  oblige  them  to  comply 
with  the  dire&ions  of  the  Board  of  Control,  nor  did  it  make 
them  amenable  to  any  jurifdiftion  whatever.  The  bill, 
therefore,  provided  a  Board  of  Control  and  Superintendence 
without  invefting  it  with  the  neceflary  powers  to  enable  ft' 
to  control  that  other  Board  Over  which  it  was  appointed  to* 
fuperintend.  Here  then  was  a  fpecial  remedy  for  weaknefs 
in  Government!  two  clafhing  jurifdi&ions  ;  the  one  corifef- 
fedly  incapable  of  adting  decifively  itfelf,  and  the  other  in- 
capable, from  its  ill  conftrudfcion,  to  oblige  the  former  to 
a£t  decifively.  His  Lordfhip  put  this  very  ftrongly ;  and 
next  obfervea,  that  the  Board  of  Control  were  to  ftate  their, 
reafons  in  writing,  when  they  differed  from  the  Court  of 
Iiire&ors.  't hefe  reafons,  he  faid,  muft  be  curious,  and, 
irt  general,  he  prefiimed,  they  Would  be  nonfenfical,  becaufe 
they  muft  neceflarily  be"  written  in  the  dark.  He  afterwards 
remarked,  that  if  any  difference  of  opinion  arofe  between 
the  new  Board  and  the  Djre&ors  upon  the  poipt,  whether 
the  matter  was  civil  or  military,  or  merely  commercial,  that 
then  there  was  tb  be  rfn  appeal  to  the  Lord  knows  who— 
the  King  in  Council;  in  other  words,  the  King  arid  the 
identical  Board  of  Control.  He  then  faid,  exclufive  of  the^ 
obje&ion  he  faw  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  inadequacy  and 
inefficiency,  with  regatd  to  a  better  government  of  India, 
he  never  could  give  his  confent  to  a  bill  which  inftituted  a 
new,  mode  of  judicature  without  the  iritervention  of  a  jury. 
His  Lordthip  reminded  their  Lordfhips  of  the  inftitution  of 
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the  High.Comraiflion  Court  and  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber, 
tribunals  introduced  originally  for  plaufible  purpofes,  but 
which,  from  the  latitude  of  abufe  of  power  that  they  afforded 
room  for,  became  at  laft  fo  univerfally  complained  of  as  ty- 
rannous, oppreffive,  arbitrary,  and  urijuft,  that  with  common 
confent  they  were  decried  and  abolished.  What  had  hap- 
pened once  might  happen  agair\ ;  evil  examples  Ought,  there- 
fore, His  Lordfhip  obferved,  to  be  warily  avoided ;  for  this 
reafon,  before  he  could  liften  for  a  moment  to  a  proportion 
for  the  introdu&jon  of  a  judicature  fo  abhorrent  to  the 
genius  and  fpirit  of  our  free  and  excellent  conftitution,  and 
fo  abhorrent  to  every  one  of  its  principles,  he  fhould  expert 
to  hear  it  proved  in  argument  that  there  was  an  incapacity 
in  juries  in  future  to  try  the  fort  of  crimes  to  come  before 
the  new  tribunal,  or  at  leaft  to  have  it  clearly  fhertn*  that 
juries  had  been  found  incapable  to  try  them  hitherto. 
This  he  did  not  doubt  but  he  fhould  that  day  hear  from 
thofe  who  were  to  be  confidered  as  the  parents  of  the  bill  ; 
and  he  prefumed  he  ihould  likewife  learn  from  them,  that 
tlie  jury  who  tried  the  perfons  accufed  of  the  arreft  of  Lord 
Pigpt,  had  fhewn  itfelf  incompetent  to  its  office.  Thefe 
things  mud  be  made  out  before  their  Lordfhips  ought  to  be  ? 
induced  to  aflent  to  the  inftitution  of  a  tribunal,  fo  new  tc* 
the  country  as  a  trial  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury. 
There  were  befides,  he  faid,  other  confederations  and  other 
doubts,  which  the  propofal  to  inftitute  fuch  a  fpecies  of  ju- 
dicature naturally  excited,  that  required  to  be  explained. 
According  to  the  bill,  a  certain  number  of  the  members  of 
that  Houfe,  and  a  certain  number  of  taembers  of  the  other 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  were  liable  to  be  put  upon  the  new 
Court  of  Judicature.  How  was  this  to  afledfc  their  natural 
and  conftitutional  parliamentary  fun&ions  ?  After  they  had 
both  fat  as  judges  and  jurymen  of  the  new  tribunal,  were 
they  again  to  aft  upon  the  fame  caufe  in  the  different  capa- 
cities of  jurors  in  the  one  inftance,  and  judges  in  the  other  ? 
Werethofe  of  the  Commons  who  had  made  a  part  of  the  new 
judicature,  to  go  back  to  the  finding  of  an  impeachment,  and 
the  management,  of  the  caufe;  and  were  the  Peers  to  adt 
again  as  judges  ?  This  doubt  the  bill  did  not  attempt  to  elu- 
cidate or  remove.  On  that  account,  and  becaufe  he  by  no 
means  approved  of  the  fort  of  control  about  to  be  fet  up ; 
which  was  in  fail,  confirming  the  Coqrt  of  Diredors  in  the 
full  poffeffion  of  that,  to  conduit  which,  with  any  good 
cffedt,  either  for  the  natives  of  India,  themfelves,   or  the 

Public, 
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Public,  long  experience  had. proved  them  to  be  utterly  in- 
capable ;  his  Lordfhip  declared  he  was  by  no  means  inclined 
to  think  the  bill  fuch,  as  was  adapted  to  the  circum fiances 
of  the  cafe,  or  fuch  as  would  be  attended  with  any  very  fa- 
lutary  confluences.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  prefent 
Adminiftration  having  called  out  for  no  pallitives  !  No  half 
meafures  !  preparatory  to  the  introduction  of  the  Eaft-India 
bill  agitated  before  Chriftmas  ;  and  aiked  whether  the  prefent 
bill  was.  pretended  to  be  a.  whole  meafure?  Had  more  time 
been  allowed,  he  faid,  he  would  have  endeavoured  to  have 
conficlcred  the  fubjedl  more  deeply,  and  to  have  gone  into 
the  difcuflion  of  it  more  fully;  circumftanced  as.  the  cafe 
flood,  he  declared,  he  would  not  object  to  the  fecond  read- 
ing, or  propofe  any  fpecific  mdtion  to  their  Lordfliips  on 
the  fubjeft ;  but  he  yet  hoped,  thofe  who  meant  to  ftand 
forth  as  the  parents  and  patrons  of  the  meafure,  would,  if 
robt  from  motives  of  candour,  at  leaft  from  principles  of  re- 
gard to  what  was  due  to  themfelves,  allow  a  few  more  days, . 
before  they  moved  the  fecond  reading ;  he  added,  that  it 
really  was  not  his  wifli  to  create  urineceflary  delay,  he  de- 
fired  only  the  paufe  of  a  few  days. 

Lord  Walfmgham  flood  up  to  addrefs  their  Lordfliips,  and 
was  juft  beginning  his  fpe^ch,  when 

The  Lord  Chancellor  afked  him  from  the  woolfack,  if  he  The  Lord 
meant  to  oppofe  the  fecond  reading?  Being  anfwered  in  the  Chancellor^ 
negative,  his  Lordfhip  put  the  queftion,  "  That  the  bill  be 
"  iead  a  fecond  time."* 

Ordered,  and  the  bill  was  read  accordingly, 
'  The  Lord  Chancellor  then  put  the  queftion,  u  That  this 
*c  bill  be  committed."     Ordered.     He  next  put  the  quef-, 
tion,  u  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
"  whole  Houfe." 

Lord  Vifcount  Stormont  then  rofe,  and  faid,  he  had  con-  Lord  vifc. 
ceived  that  the  debate  on  the  principle  was  to  have  been  Stormont. 
taken  previous  to  the  fecond  reading.  To  put  the  queftion 
thus  fuddenly,  though  he  would  not  fay,  nor  did  he  believe, 
it  was  fo  defigned,  yet  he  would  fay,  it  had  a  direft  ten- 
dency to  irregularity  and  furprife.  He  wifhed,  therefore, 
to  understand  at  what  ftage  of  the  bulinefs  the  debate  on  the 
principle  was  to  be  held  ? 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  that  he  had  put  the  queftion  The  Lord 
fairly,  and  therefore  there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  an  Chancellor, 
infinuation  that  he  meant  any  thing  like  furprife.    Their 
Lordfliips  were  his  wttnefles  when  he  put  the  queftion, 

"  That 
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u  That  the  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time/*  whether  be 
had  not  paufed,  and  looked  round  him  to  fee  if  any  noble 
Lord  wiftied  to  rife.  In  order,  therefore,  to  avert  the  pof- 
fibility  of  its  being  fuppofed  that  he  had  any  intention  to 
take  the  Houfe  by  furprife,  he  begged  leave  to  inform  the 
noble  Vifcount,  that  the  queftion  he  was  going  to  put  was, 
"  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
«  Houfe." 
Lorf  Vifc.  Lord  Vifcount  Stormont  faid,  what  he  wiftied  to  know  was, 
stoimont.   when  the  debate  on  the  principle  was  to  be  taken,  as  he  had 

fomething  to  fay  upon  thatfubjeft. 
The  Lord  The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  the 
chancellor,  practice  of  the  Houfe  fo  rigidly  to  adhere  to  the  particular 
nature  of  any  of  its  queftions,  that  either  of  them  would 
preclude  any  noble  Lord  from  making  a  fpeecb,  which  he 
might  have  prepared  upon  the  fubjeft  of  that  bill,  or  any 
other.  The  queftion  he  was  then  going  to  put,  was  a  ques- 
tion confequent  upon  that  he  had  juft  put,  and  which  their 
Lordfhips  had  ordered.  It  followed,  therefore,  as  a  quef- 
tion of  courfe,  and  after  that,  it  would  be  moved,  **  Oa 
<c  what  day  the  bill  fhould  be  committed  ?*  Upon  that 
queftion  any  noble  Lord  would  have  an  opportunity  of  riling 
and  making  a  fpeech  if  he  thought  proper.  His  Lordfhip 
then  returned  to  the  woolfack,  and  put  the  queftion,  "  That 
"  this  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
«  Houfe?"  Ordered. 
Ld. Sydney.  Lord  Sydney  rofe  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  an  imputation, 
which  hedid  not,  he  faid,  feel  himfclf  inclined  to  fubmit  to» 
Infmuations  had  been  thrown  oat,  that  he  had  afted  with 
precipitancy  and  want  of  candour  and  fairnefs  in  having  on 
Thurfday  laft  moved,  «  That  the  bill  be  read  a  firft  timov" 
and  after  it  was  fo  read,  with  having  moved,  "That  it  be 
"  printed,  and  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  Monday  follow - 
"  ing."  Lord  Sydney  faid,  it  was  true  he  had  not  long 
bad  the  honour  of  a  feat  among  their  Lordfhips ;  but  he  be* 
lieved  it  was  no  unufual  thing  for  motions  to  be  made  in  the 
Houfe  for  bills  to  be  read  a  firft  time  on  the  day  on  which 
they  were  brought  into  the  Houfe.  That  motion  having 
been  confented  to,  it  was  natural  to  move  the  two  others  ; 
and  he  really  had  imagined,  that,  confide  ring  the  very  ad- 
vanced period  of  the  leffion,  and  confidering  how  much  the 
affairs  of  India  had  undergpne  difcuflion  in  the  courfe  of  that 
and  jl  preceding  fefiion,  there  was  not  the  Ieaft  ground  of 
complaint  for  waat  of  candour  in  fuch  conduct.  With  re- 
gard 


A*i?8*  DEBATES,-  *  4< 

g*Td  to  the  noble  Lord's  not  having  had  time  to  underftand 
the  fubjeQ:,  it  might  fuit  the  purpofe  of  debate  to  fay  as 
much;  but  he  could  not  think  fo  meanly  of  any  noble 
Lord's  abilities  and  difcernment,  as  really  to  imagine  that 
Was  the  cafe.  At  leaft,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  he  was 
to  charge  any  noble  Lord  with  not  being  able  to  make  him- 
xielf  fully  mafter  of  a  bill,  a  printed  copy  of  which  each  no* 
ble  Lord  might  have  had  in  his  hand,  for  feriding  for,  fome 
jdays,  that  noble  Lord  would  confider  his  hinting  a  fufpicion 
of  the  kind  as  an  infult.  Having  declared  this,  his  Lord- 
ihip  moved,  il  That  the  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
♦c  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Wednefday  next." 

Lord  Vifcount  Stormont  faid  he  was  particularly  happy  to  Lord  vifc. 
take  up  the  debate  on  that  queftion,  and  though  he  did  not  StM»oa^ 
wifh  to  "  make  a  fpeech,"  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  phrafed  it,  he  certainly  would  take  the  liberty  oi  deli- 
vering his  feotiments  upon  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  upon 
a  few  of  the  claufes  in  which  its  principle  was  brought  into 
particular  operation.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down,  as  to  his  not  having 
fq  mean  an  opinion  of  any  noble  Lord's  underftanding  as  to 
fuppofe,  that  he  could  not  have  made  himfelf  fully  mafter 
of  the  fubjeft,  and  have  perfeftly  underftood  it  by  this  time, 
he  was  free  to  canfcfs  that  he  came  under  that  defcription, 
as  he  found  himfelf  far  from  competent  to  decide  upon  the 
bill  after  the  curfory  perufal  that  he  had  been  able  to  give  it ; 
he  wifhed,  therefore,  that  the  day  of  committing  it  might 
be  poftponed  till  next  week.  His  Lordfhip  begged  to  be 
underftood  as  not  objeding  to  the  commitment  indefinitely,  • 

but  merely  obje£Uag  with  regard  to  time,  and  farther  time 
he  hoped  would  be  granted.  Having  faid  thus  much,  his 
Lordfhip  proceeded  to  fuggeft  fuch  obfervations  as  had  oc- 
curred to  bis  mind  upon  the  fnbjeft ;  and  firft  he  fpoke  ge- 
nerally upon  the  grounds  of  the  bill,  the  ncceflity  for  it,, 
and  the  confideration  how  far  the  bill  applied  to  the  neceffity 
of  the  cafe.  He  faid,  the  crimes  and  enormities  that  had 
prevailed  in  India,  to  the  great  oppreffion  of  the  natives, 
and  the  difgrace  of  the  Britifh  name,  had  their  origin  in  the 
thirft  of  avarice  and  the  luft  of  power,  the  two  worft  paf- 
(ions,  that  could  poflcTs  the  human  mind,  where  the  tempta- 
tions to  gratify  both  in  an  inordinate  degree  were  ftrong,  and 
the  means  of  preventing  or  punifhiag  any  of  the  practices 
reforted  to  for  their  furtherance  were  weak  and  difficult, 
frorfl  the  great  diftancc  q£  half  the  globe  intervening  be1 

tweexi 
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tween  Great  Britain  and  India.  In  order  to  meet  this  evil* 
and  effe&ually  to  remedy  the  inconveniences  it  gave  rife  to, 
a  variety  of  projects  had  been  formed  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  government  of  India.  He  had  no  fcruple  to  de- 
clare it  to  be  his  decided  opinion,  that  the  only  remedy  likely 
to  prove  effectual,  and  to  anfwer  alt  the  purpofes  of  binding 
the  interefts  of  the  natives  and  of  our  fellow  fubje&s  in  In- 
dia, and  the  interefts  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  and  the 
Public,  in  one  common,  firm,  and  permanent  chain  of  pro- 
Tperiry,  was  to  form  a  ftrong  Government  in  India,  fubjeft 
to  the  check  and  control  of  a  ftill  ftronger  Government. at 
home.  How.  far  the  prefent  bill  was  calculated  to  provide 
for  thefe  objefts,  fhould  be  the  point  to  which  he  would  di- 
rett  the  remainder  of  what  he'lrac!  to  fubmit  to  their  Lord- 
fhips.  With  regard  to  the  former  part  of  his  pofition,  viz. 
•the  formation  of  a  ftrong  Government  in  India  ;  from  what 
he  had  already  faid,  it  was  almoft  unneceffary  for  him  to  add, 
that  the  claufes  he  moft  approved  in  the  bill  were  tbofe  that 
fet  up  a  fupreme  head  of  Government  in  Bengal,  to  which 
the  claufes  he  alluded  to  rendered  the  government  of  the 
other  Prefidencies  of  Madras  and  Bombay  fubordinate  aad 
amenable.  Of  that  he  approved  ;  but  though  the  giving  the 
Governor  General  a  degree  of  additional  power,  and  an  ac- 
tual fuperiority  over  his  Council  was  right  in  itfelf,  he 
thought  it  was  done  in  an  aukward  manner ;  that  which  wa$ 
in  itfelf  proper,  he  held  ought  ever  to  be  done,  not  by  a 
lide  wind,  not  by  implication,  and  not  in  a  concealed  man- 
ner, but  dire&ly,  clearly  ;  and  explicitly.  Why  give  the 
Governor  General  fuperior  power  by  reducing  the  number - 
of  his  Council  from  five  to  four  ?  Why  not  keep  it  as  it 
was,  and  let  the  Council  ftand  five,  fince  that  muft  be  an 
aukward  Governor  General  indeed,  who  could  not  contrive 
to  have  one  of  the  Council  with  him  in  all  his  meafures. 
Approving,  however,  as  he  did,  the  giving  the  Governor 
General,  in  fa&,  fuperior  power,  he  did  not  approve  of  the 
weakening  his  refponfibility,  nor  of  thofe  of  the  fubfequent 
claufes  that  went  to  a  point,  which  had,  he  underftood, 
been  affumed  as  a  merit ;  he  meant  the  claufes  cnafting  that 
"  all  promotions  and  advancements  of  the  officers  and  fen- 
"  vants  of  the  faid  United  Company  In  India,  as  well  civil 

*  "  as  military,  fhould  be  made  according  to  feniority  of  ap- 
s  €t  pointment,    in  a  regular  progreffive  fucceffion."     This 

rule,  his  Lordfhip  faid;  would  not  only  operate  to  damp  the 

•  ardour  of  emulation,  to  check  the  rifing  fpirit  of  the  youth 

now 
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new  in  Alia,  and  link  afpiring  genius  and  aftive  ability  to 
the  level  of  dullnefs  and  incapacity,  bat  was  particularly  ill 
fuited  to  the  pt^fent  lituation  of  affairs  in  India,  In  iUuf- 
tration  of  this  pofition,  his  Lordfhip  ftated,  that  the  com- 
mand of  the  black  troops,  a  battalion  of  fepoys  for  inftance, 
differing  widely,  as  they  did,  from  Europeans  in  language, 
in  manners,  and  in  religion,  was  a  difficult  lituation,  and 
fuch  an  one  as  nothing  but  experience,  acquired  adroitly, 
c6uld  fit  an  officer  to  hold  with  honour  to  himfelf,  or  with 
advantage  to  the  peculiar  local  intereft  of  the  Company,  o# 
the  general  interefts  of  Great  Britain.  Hitherto,  young 
men,  of  minds  anxious  to  acquire  rank  in  the  fervice,  and 
earned  in  their  honeft  purfuit  of  promotion,  made  it  a  cuftom 
to  mix  with  the  fepoys,  to  familiarize  themfelves  to  their 
prejudices,  to  ftudy  their  partialities,  and  learn  how  they 
might  be  beft  induced  to  feel  not  only  a  common  intereft 
with  their  European  commander,  but  how  it  was  moft  likely 
for  them  to  be  rendered  obedient  to  orders,  and  fubbrdinate 
td  their  ftations ;  in  other  words,  fubmiffive  to  difcipline. 
When  the  dairies,  to  which  he  was  addreffiog  his  observa- 
tions, came  to  take  effed,  this  pradkice  would  prevail  no 
longer,  and  of  courfe  all  the  beneficial  confequences  Would 
be  k>ft  to  the  Company  and  the  country.  How  black  troopa 
were  to  be  commanded  with  fafety  by  Europeans,  who  were 
not  habituated  to  their  humours,  and  were  ftrangerr  to  their 
manners,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  imagine.  They  might  turn  Ja- 
niffaries,  and  draw  their  fwords  on  their  officers.  Had  fuch 
*  claufe  been  in  effeft  in  India  at  that  period  when  Colonel, 
afterwards  Lord,  Clive  took  the  command  of  the  Company'* 
troops,  it  would  have  deprived  the  Company  and  the  Public 
of  the  very  eflential  advantages  derived  from  the  fuccefsfui 
exercifeof  that  officer's  diftinguifhed  abilities;  and,  in  that 
cafe,  in  all  human  probability,  it  would  not  have  been  a 
fubjefi  for  parliamentary  difcuffion  at  that  day,  how  the 
government  of  India  could  be  moft  beneficially  regulated, 
for  every  inch  of  our  territorial  acquifitions  would  long 
lince  have  been  loft  to  this  country.  Having  dwelt  for  fome 
time  on  this  point,  his  Lordfhip  recurred  to  the  former  parts 
of  the  bill,  that  providing  the  form  of  government  to  be 
eftabliihed  at  home ;  and,  in  regard  to  this  point,  he  faid, 
the  noble  Earl  who  had  fpoken  on  the  fubjeft  before  him  had 
fo  ably  applied  argument,  that  he  would  not  do  what  that 
noble  Earl  had  faid,  the  injury  that  muft  refult  from  his  at- 
tempting to  go  over  the  fubjeft  again.  The  noble  Earl  had 
Vol,.  XVI.  G  properly 
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propfrl v,ot>fcrw;^,v  that  the  girara4  principle  of  tftajt  parttfifc- 
th;s  bill  v^a^tq, confirm  (tb^t0»TC<Sors  in  the  government  o€ . 
IndiaK  though  it>4  at  the  fajme  time,  fe|  up.,  two^afbjqg  jp^ 
xi$i&io«M$  neither  of  them  efficient  <hk!  both; ci"  them  caj-^ 
cuUt^ to  produce  defay  and  cpnjroverfy*    This,  was  an, 
exatt  <Jcfpripjtiop  of  the  n^wr  Board  of,  Control  and  i*4 
powers,  oppofed^p.  the  o^d  Board  of,  Qir&&pi>  and  th* 
^ww;fqm>r/s|4.tp  remaia  with  them.    I|t  appeared-  t$  h"u% 
tifttii^a  v^ry.ifhprt  time  weftippld'^p  the  two  Board?  in*, 
canted.  for;  faperivrity,  the  o^^fkidioufl^lahouring  attbe- 
framing  of  fych  direjftioas,  a$.  fhoujd  thwafMhe  obvious 
walhes/of,  the  after, . and,  tb^quhsri  a*, cwftantljTr  oppofipgr 
thofe  i regions,,  and  refofiiys  to  c^f.ry,  trfww.intp^epfqqQ^iQD, j.> 
and  in  fpcb^  f^uatioa,  a$,  thfjiH^le^arlhjwk  vpll  afloed5, 
where we*c  taecpinp^lfory  iij^ap^  tp  be, found i^tthebril  to 
oMigc*the-D*re3or»  tQ^qbfy.theTBpard^  Qp»tcol?r  With 
Tttga/dfto,  theUirfiftopSithefii^lve^.wUh  ^hwMhfe  origina- 
ting of ,  orders  in  general  v*ai(tp  remain,  Wfha*  j^ight;  not'h*» 
exflcfied  \  to  bf  fo^p4  to  their.  Of  d  w  ?-  The,  variety  .of  their 
order*,  his  ^ordfhipfai^.renw^dhi^of,  wh^t,  Pete. Baft" 
cal  made  the » father  of  *  the-  Jeftijts  jfay^  i$>  •<  bis,  hooky,  of  tbA 
merits.  of;  his/  brethren :  -**,«' » There  is  nothings  that,  the 
"  looftft  cafutftry  o^  tfaa^'ftvfi&.mo^iy  may  fta#«ik: 
"  in  neediof, ,af:an  *rgiunefih.t&t  fl*y.n©ttb*  f^u^d  ia  *h*. 
"  writings  of . pur  ord^ri"  '  Juft(fp^h  th*,qr4w  of  the. 
Diredtor*  of  tl#  E^fr-India,,  CQrop*ay*    Ac<?«DdiBg,  to  the , 
bqft  ^opinions  upoa  the  fotvtfS,*  their  Q*d*fs  J#d>  .a^diflfewiiBi' 
tim^^bc^iia^yaariousi  as;th^ato*pf  item ;  a;  fope,  tines* 
v     a  tpjttfeft  fyfUm  o|  ethics.-; , atbothtt^  d^ft$t^7  bjr  tijnidtfy* * 
irrefoluMQ»|  and  .m^ahUity^;fQawf*ytev«r<iilWi^»|ily*  or, 
dq$ifive>.an«Mea#6f  allconiiftBafc^.HisjI^ftidWpwxi  re?  * 
&*r|p4v  thai  the  new  Bpa,?d; .  i^lm iqgjlftpQiMr  of  recaj*  ^ 
h^.n^n  a,fu|EwiHi  cheQk:  o&  tte*  Co^p^pjffsrfcwanls.ia  , 
India. .  A  powsrof  recall  vv^hfp;  it  was ; to- ,ppe  1**00  Am- 
baffado?*-  at  the  Hag«^  a$f  Paris,  ,or  vat,Ma^r>4,  mjgitf,  b*v 
effiqaeicm&r  be^a^fe  tbeopwaricw.wou^.bihfhiQr^  a«<L  tb*. 
ef&ft  i  mjnedia^c  ;  -b«  whe/*  the  diftaqcs.rO^ti^^p&pUeet 
wa$  fo  great » as  it^, arrival  in-  Ipdi**  it  wotddrbe  otjlittla, 
effeft  indeed.     He  riddled  th>  idea ;  of (  ftatiqg^he .  re*fen*c 
of  a  .difference  of  opiqioas^ in, iv*iting^deriariiJg^.tha^ft^  . 
friendly :  and  familiar ;  vhp  voce  commn wcat^Pfs  fr^ffirCoW  - 
Jeagpesrin  offiqe^  he  had  pft^n  experienced  iBjpcihbea^mdo 
acUantag^;  but  tb^  cafetwpuldvharW  bnvK  wd<^tdtf9treftt».. 
had .  his,  cpUe^gip^  bceu  .obligfdi ts;d*|aii  their  reafan$  f«c0i 

thjnJHiffr 


.*A;*#4r       "  "O  £  tf  A  f  e  %.  ^s 

-tfankihg  efrher  this  6rtfh4t  ]partfcalar  \^^  in  tteutafcrfpt. 
At  length  his  I^dfhip  tame fto  that  part  df  the  bill,  whidh, 
he  Taid,  was  that  in  partfcifiar,  that  madefc  reqoifition  of  forte 
farther  delay,  btfe*e  1*6  ttofrfe  werit  into  a  Ootomittee  upon, 

•  it,  pefk&tvresforKkhlb :  bte  meant  the  part  'relative  to  die  ih- 
-ftitutionw  tte  ftertv  jttditetfttnre,  reipe&ing  which,  he  cotfd 
-  #et  dot  point  oat  the  difficulty  the  Houfe  would  be  put  into 
*for  want  of  thofe  great,  learned,  *nd  profeffional  authorities, 

of  which  their  Lordflitps  were  at  prefent  deprived.  He  had, 
hefaid,  the  greateft  deference  for  the  authority  of  the  fitigle 
law  Lord  that  remained  with  theta ;  no  man  bowed  mote 

•  willingly  to  that  noble  and  learned  Lord's  opinion  than  'he 
did ;  but  in  a  point  of  fo  much  magnitude,  in  a  circumftance 
fonewto  the  Brittfh  conftitution,  fo  foreign  froni  its  mdft 

-known  and  admired  principles-,  he  could  not  confeht  to  fub- 

mitto  any  one  opinion,  however  eminent,  howevet  defervedly 

trefpedfced,  however  generally  reverenced,  however  univerfally 

■eftfcemed  !  He  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  truft  no  man's  ipfe  dixit, 

not  evdn  that  of  Pythagoras  himfelf !  The  noble  and  learned 

Lord,  therefore,  muft  excufe  him,  if  without  meaning  aay 

the  'flioft  dfftant  impeachment  of  the  high  authority  of  his 

•opinion,  he  Wifhed  that  more  noble  and  learned  Lords  were 

prefent,  atid  that  the  part  df  the  bill,  to  which  he  Was  alluding, 

was  not  to  be  debated,  as  to  its  principle,  till  the  Houfe  could 

have  the  benefit  of  all  the  abilities,  and  all  the  learning,  and 

M  the  profeffional  knowledge,  for  the  affiftance  of  which  it 

-had  a  right  to  hope -in  due  fe&fon.     Rumour,  bis  Lordftiip 

•faid,  had  whifpered,  that  in  another  place,   it  had  befen  pfb- 

•  jHyfed  to  rriak<*  the  clatrfes  that  related  to  the  institution  of  the 
-nfew  court  of  judicature  a  fspardte  bill,  and  to  fubjedt  them 
to  a  dlftinft  and  feparate  consideration.  The  moment  it  was 
Juggefted,  the  candour  of  a  young  and  ingenious  mM  led  the 
Wiihiftdt  to  accede  to  the  fairnefs  of  the  fuggeftion,  but  fn 
tonfequfenee  of  being  afterwards  otherwife,  he  could  not  fay 

•*rellj  adtflfefl,  he  had  taken  upoh  him  the  ungracious  office  of 
<*et*a&ing  hiseotife«t,4  Arid  ifrfifted  On  the  bill's  proceeding 
4&irfi*e  a*  it  Was, -though  ttbttoliflt  cohtatnidg two  diflin6t  con- 
Hflttrations.'  Their  LortMHi^s,  he  war  aware;  the  VjTcotfht 
^aid;  toul*  hot  take  upon  tfiettrfelves  to  fepdtate  the  parts  of 
the  feitt,  or  #i*fe  It  into  titfo ;  but  lie  hoped  they  would  agrafe 
^fitf  tb  dlvidfc  the  bill  ftito  ^wo,  as  to  defer  the  confideratroh 
%i  *he<X>tf»mhtee  of  fte  )udieat<rrt  part  till  next  wefek,  Wen  rf 
theJjf  Wok  the  preceding  patts  of  the  bill  into  ronfideratrdho^ 
3Wtdntfd*y  •    Before  tte  feid  *  md&  upon  the?  rfaufes  relatSvfe 
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to  die  new  tribunal,  he  begged  leave  10  lay  in  his  claim,  tlpt 
their  Lordfhips  would  notiuppofe  the  caufe  a  bad  one,  be* 
canfe  it  might  be  ill  defended.  He  might  poffibly  find  him-* 
felf  able  as  any  one  of  their  Lordfhips  to  debate  a  treaty  of 
negociation  with  France,  or  with  any  European  power \  but 
he  Ihould  be  vain  indeed  to  fuppofe  himfelf  capable  of  main- 
taining an  argument  with  a  profeffional  man  on  a  profeffional 
fubje£L  On  the  prefent  occafion,  he  had  to  combat  with  the 
powerful  weapons  of  infinite  genius,  profound  learning,  and 
abundant  .knowledge;  he  could  not  pretend,  therefore,  to 
flatter  himfelf  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  fuccefs;  but  he 
had  a  right  to  claim  all  reafonable  allowance  for  the  unequal, 
arms  he  fought  with,  and  that,  in  his  being  conquered,  it 
ihould  t^ot  be  confidered  that  the  fide  of  the  queftion  which 
was  combated,  was  incapable  of  vi&ory.  Having  premifed 
this,  he  tdbk  notice  of  the  claufe,  obliging  every  perfon  in  the 
Service,  of  the  Company  to  deliver  in  to  the  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  on  oath,  an  inventory  of  all  his  property, 
real  and  perfonal.  This  he  ftated  to  be  an  unjuft,  op- 
J>reffivet  and  unwarrantable  exercife  of  power,  confounding 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty  in  the  moil  cruel  manner,  and 
laying  down  a  rule,  that  could  not,  but  in  a  great  variety  of 
inftances,  tend  to  harrafs  the  confcientious  and  the  juft, 
while  it  had  no  efleft  or  operation  whatever  on  the  hardened 
*  criminal,  artd  the  pracStifed  peculator.  It  had  been  remarked 
by  fome  writers  of  our  ancient  laws,  that  they  were  fetters  to 
the  weak  and  cobwebs  to  the  ftrong.  The  remark  was  appli- 
cable to  this  claufe  :  was  it  to  be  imagined,  while  the  con- 
fcientious man,  who  had  made  but  a  {lender  fortune  in  India, 
took  his  oath  infinitely  to  his  own  di  fad  vantage,  that  the  cor- 
rupt oppreflor,  who  had  amafled  immenfe  wealth  by  etery 
jfpecies  of  enormity,  and  every  poflible  abufe  of  power, 
would,  on  coming  home,  fcruple  to  add  one  more  to  the 
catalogue  of  his  crimes,  and  commit  perjury  .as  the  price  of 
their  concealmenti  Experience  contradicted  the  idea,  and  the 
general  depravity  of  mind  that  the  habits  of  Europeans  in 
India  but  too  readily  induced  them  to  imbibe,  fhewed,  that  it 
had  a  very  flender  foundation  indeed !  Add  to  thi%  why 
ihould  men  who  happened  to  coirie  diftrefled  from  India,  be 
reduced  to  the  mortifying  fituation  of  being  obliged  to  avQw 
their  penury ;  a  fituation  in  which,  if  half  the  men  in  Great 
<  Britain,  who  now  poflefled  ample  wealth,  had  been  placed,  at 
particular  periods  of  their  lives,  they  muft  have  been  inevita? 
Sly  ruined,  and  almoft  put  beyond  a  poffibility  of  ertr  xifipg 
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again,  Many  of  the  perfons  now  in  India  were  fo  circura- 
ftahce4,  that  when  they  heard  of  this  law,  they  could  not, 
without  a  breach  of  duty,  quit  the  country,  and  return 
home  in  time  to  efcape  becoming  fubjeft  to  its  operation  ;  be 
reafoned,  therefore,  on  the  extreme  hard/hip  of  thofe  being 
obliged  to  fiibmit  t.o  it  who  were  now  in  India,  upon  whom 
it  would  operate,  as  an  ex  po/lfafto  law,  while,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  was  in  effect  a  manifefto  of  remiffion  of  fins  to  aif 
fuch,  let  their'  ptadlices  be  ever  fo  erroneous  and  criminal,  who 
could  get  home  before  its  operation  commenced.  Having 
treated  of  this  claufe  very  much  at  large,  he  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine the  inftitution  of  the  new  judicature,  and  difcufied  it 
fully.  He  faid*  it  was  an  alarming  innovation,  and  required 
to  be  deliberately  examined,  and  its  effecl  probed  and  confi- 
dered  by  every  one  of  their  Loxdfhips  with  the  moil  ferious 
attention.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  competent  to 
hazard  an  opinion  upon  it ;  ignorant  as  he  was  of  the  pro- 
feffional  matters,  he  lamented  that  the  Houfe  flood  without 
the  affiftance  of  thofe  noble  Lords  whofe  abfence  he  had  be- 
fore treated  of;  but  he  could  hot  but  coincide  with  the  noble 
Earl  who  had  gone  before  him,  in  remarking  on  the  extreme 
danger  that  had  already  arifen  from  the  inftitution  of  Com- 
rniffion  Courts  in  preceding  periods  of  our  hiftory.  He  took 
notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  having,  on  a  former  day,  di- 
verged himfelf  and  the  Houfe  with  remarking,  that  the  fame 
fort  of  jurifdiftion  already  prevailed  in  our  army  and  navy, 
and  that  fo  far  from  its  being  there  thought  a  grievance,  the 
foldier  and  the  failor  gloried  that  they  had  been  tried  by  mar- 
tial law,  even  while  they  ftill  felt  the  fmart  of  the  laihes  they 
had  received.  To  treat  this  more  ferioufly,  his  Lord/hip 
faid,  it  might  be  argued,  that  qfficers  derived  an  equal  fhare 
of  honour  and  advantage  from  trial  by  Courts  Martial,  be- 
cause they  were  then  tried  by  their  Peers,  and  the  members 
of  the  Court  knew,  that  they  themfelves  were  equally  liable 
to  trial,  whether  the  charges  were  true  or  falfe,  and  that  con- 
(equentAy  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  weigh  well  the  validity 
of  the  cnarge  itfelf,  and  the  validity  of  the  evidence  urged 
in  its  fupport.  Not  fo  with  the  common  foldier  and  com*' 
mon  failor;  the  only  plea  to  juftify  their  being  rendered 
amenable  to  trial  by  Courts  Martial  was,  that  they  had  en- 
tered into  the*army  and  navy,  knowing  to  what  tribunal  they 
then  rendered  themfelves  amenable.  His  Lord/hip  obferved, 
that  by  the  prefent  bill,  their  Lordfliips  were  compelled, 
under  a  certain  penalty,  to  a£t  as  judges,  when  cbofen  thus 
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the  nmr  Judicature ;  this,  l*efetd,  wafrthefirft  inftaace 
fnrfy  of  their  LorAfliips  being  forced  to  undertake  an  office, 
ogaiaft  the  .earaffcife  of  which  he  might  reafonaMy  entertain 
grqat  feruptaf.  He  added  other  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the 
evidence 'to  be  admitted. before  thw-ncw  tribunal;  and  after  a 
*ari«y«f  pertinent  ftri&ures,  and  well-applied  obfervatrous, 
jooncladed  a  Very  Ale,  and,  in  feme  paflages,  a  very-animated 
♦Ipeetfh,  with  calling  upon  the  candour  of  their  Lordfhips  to 
allow  a  longer  time  for  the  confederation,  before  they  went 
into  a>  Committee  upon  the  bill. 
The  Lor*  The  Lord  Chanetlhr  left  the  wooffack  the  inftant  Lord  Stor- 
Cfrancciior.  tbont  fet  down,  and  began  his  ? eply  with  declaring  that  he 
'was  glad  the  debate  was  brought  on,  fincethe  noble  Vifcount 
**d  roggefted  a  great  deal  of  obfervation  and  argument,  well 
-worth  Ae  confideratipn  of  their  Lordfhips.  With  regard  to 
<the  charge  of  precipitancy  and  hurry,  were  the  charge  really 
-grounded,  'he  fhotyld  be  extremely  willing  to  give  way  to  it, 
*s  be  wtfhed  not  to  affift  in  puthtng  any  tneafure  forward, 
that  claimed  to  have  merit  as  a  bold  and  a  rapid  meafure  ;  fuch 
;«iertt  he  difowned  entirely.  Having  faid  this,  he  obferved, 
that  the  principal  objection  urged  by  the  noble  Vifcount  had 
•been,  that  the  bill  was  inadequate  to  its  objeft ;  to  that  po- 
sition he  was  ready  t*  accede,  and  to  acknowledge  that  he 
-Was  bf  the  fame  opinion.  He  owned,  he  had  wifhed  the 
meafure  to  have  gone  much  farther,  and  to  have  been  fraught 
•with  more  energy ;  but  the  anxious  defire  of  accommodating 
public  prejudice  had  induced  others  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
"him,  and  to  wjfti  to  meliorate,  and,  in  his  opinion,  to  wea- 
ken the  .regulations,  rather  than  to  ^  give  them  a  harfh  and- 
Severe  afpeft.  The  aim  of  the  Minifter  in  framing  the  bill 
lad  obvioufly  been,  to  adopt  the  beftand  moft  unexception- 
able fet  of  regulations  for  the  future  government  of  India 
that  fuggefted  themfelves  to  his  judgement,  without-  pretend- 
ing that  they  were  fully  adequate  to  the  objeft,  or  to  his 
wffhes,  leaving  it  to  ftandecs-by.  to  improve  upon  them, 
and  to  propofe  better  and  more  practicable,  if  better  or  more 
practicable  regulations  could  he  propoiedl  If  the  uoble  Vif- 
count, however,  thought  the  prefent  claufes  too  fevere*  what 
idea  would  he,  have  entertained  of  his  poor  projeft,  had  that 
'flood  upon  paper  ioftead  of  the  prefent  bill  ?  In  considering 
the  obkryattoos  made  by  the  noble  Vifcount  on  the  ibtyect 
of  the  bill,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  hfe  would  take  the  latter  part 
fcf  *he  noble  Vifcount's  fpeecb  into  configuration  firftt  beT 
jcaufe,  without  any  pretentions  to  fuperior  learning  or  fupe- 
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rior  knowledge,  it  might  be  more  proper  for  a  perfon  accuft 
touted,  ail  his  life  lo  the  ftudy  of  the  common  law,  to  explain  • 
an  institution  of  a  judicatory  nature,  which  appeared  to  trior 
to  have  very  Unneceffarily  excited  alarm  and  jealoofy.  His* 
Lordfhip  then  took  notice  of  the  extreme  uneafinefi  that  the* 
noble  Viicount  had  exprefled  for  the  abfence  of  the*  other7 

1  noble  and  learned  Lords,  and  faid,  it  might  not  be  amifs  tx»J 
ft:  how  many-  of  the  fix,  that  belonged  totbat  Houfe,  were 
\  ppefent  entangled  in  the  exerciie  of  their  profeffional  .doty?' 
f  all  that'nQmber»  he  conld  recoiled  but  one  who  was  fo  en* 
igled ;  and  in  the  conmiffion  with  that  noble  and  learned* 
U  -d,  whofc  great  abilities  he  was  ready  toadnvt,  there* 
\     t  at  leaft  a  fufficient  number  of  others,  one  of:  whomp 
t     it,  if  theoccaiioa  for  that  noble  and  learned1  Lo*d  Vat— 
t^     ince«  oihhis  doty  in  that  Houfe  was-  really  thought  to  bo  •' 
9\     iifpeofablr  rieceffary  as  thenobie  Vifcount had  declared* 
it*      vc  been  1  pared  to  fill  the  place,  and  difcharge  the  office1 
tht      Ue  and  learned  Lord  in  queftion  was  now  filling  an& 
difl       ^ing,  wherever  he  might  chance  to  be*    Bat  he'  m6ft 
btl       ven,  if  ho  declared,  that  he  had  no  idea  of  anything 
r*l\       to  the  new  judicature  to  be  inftttuted  under,  the  fane-  • 
tio^        authority  of  the  preient  bill,  lying  fo  deep  as  to  > 
req^^fj^reat  profcffional  (agaclty  to  fifb  it  out*    Ho  thought 
the  whole  of  that  past  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  of  every  otter;  - 
was  extremely  obvious,  and  that  it  laid  as  level  to  the'  judge*  • 
mont  of  the  moft  ordinary  capacity  as  any  patter  conld  poC^ 
fiWy-lie;    The  whole  of  the  noble  Vifcount'sobjeftions,  if 
he  qivicrftood  them,  rightly,  amounted  to  this,  anub  to  that; 

•aly:  That  a  judioaoure  was  about  to  be  appointed,  in  which, 
the  CouctAvere  to  a&  as  judge  and  j  pry,  and  to  concenter  in. 
therafelves  the  power  of '  determining,  both  ■  the  law* '  and  thfl  • 
faft* .  That  certainly  was > the  cafe;  and  when,  the  nature  of 
the€ou*t>wAs  candidly  and  fairly  conjidcrcd,  furely  it  would- 
n't be.  ferioufly  contended  to.  boa  Court  liable  .to  fnfpicion  > 
of  being,  capable  of  a&ing  upon  ill  motives,    or  motives  - 
o£  pmiality  or  prejudice;     Of  whom  was  she  Court  to  > 
conftfl^bot  of  a  certain  number  of  the  members  of  each  of 
tiutatw*  Houfes  of  Parliament,  chofcr*  by  chance,  (the  Mi- 
niA^  >  not  being*  willing,  to  .rifque '-his  name  in  the  appoints  • 
mc*tt>f  them)  and  three  of  the  judges,  felefted  one  from,  * 
eachCo*H!t,  by  the  choice  of  the- fcveralCourtRrefpeaively* 
He  admitted,  that  had  the  appointment  of  the  Court  laid 
with  theCrown^  the  holder  of  the>cxecutivegovernmenty  he 
Ihould  have  had  no.objeftion^  becaafc  in  that,  .the  nomina- 
tion 
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tkm  *t  the  Court  would  have  retted  where  the  conftitution 
clearly  meant  each  part  of  the  executive  to  reft.  The  na- 
ture of  the  evidence  to  be  adduced  before  this  Court,  was 
alfo  different  from  the  fort  of  evidence  to  be  exhibited  before 
a  jury.  But  why  was  it  fo,  but  that  the  nature  of  the  crimes 
to  be  tried,  and  the  fcene  of  the  commiffion  of  thofe  crimes 
lay  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  home  to  render  it  pra&icable 
for  that  ftnft  fort  of  evidence  to  be  given  which  was  admiffible 
only  before  a  jury  ?  According  to  the  bill,  either  the  Attor- 
ney General,  or  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  dr  any  perfon  whatfoerer,  were  empowered  to 
apply  to  the  Court  to  grant  in  Information  againft  a  delin- 
quent in  India.  In  this  there  was  nothing  new,  because  the 
ft£t  of  King  William  gave  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  the 
whole  of  the  fame  power,  and  under  authority  of  the  faid 
ftatute  it  had  been  frequently  exercifed.  With  regard  to 
taking  the  power  of  nomination  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  exclufively,  and  giving  it  into  other  hands,  he  faid, 
he  fhould  have  been  full  as  well  pleafed  had  not  this  exten- 
fion  been  made,  becaufe  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
every  man,  confeious  of  meaning  to  do  what  was  right,  fhould 
defpife  the  poffibility  of  fufpicion  that  might  be  entertained 
of  his  holding  a  contrary  intention.  It  was  obvious,  how- 
eyer,  in  this  particular,  and  in  all  the  claufes  of  the  bill, 
there  was  a  ftudious  endeavour  difcoverable  on  the  part  of 
thofe  who  framed  it,  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  moft 
invidious  to  impute  a  deiire  or  a  defign  to  make  an  ill  ufc  o^ 
the  bill,  or  the  powers  that  were  to  arife  out  of  it.  With  re- 
gard to  the  fummary  procefs  that  the  bill  dire&ed  with  re-  " 
fpecYto  Eaft-India  delinquents,  before  the  noble  Vifcount, 
or  any  other  noble  Lord,  attempted  ferioufly  to  argue  the 
danger  and  alarm  that  fuch  a  circumftance  warranted,  they 
muft,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  confent  to  jump  at  once  over  the 
laws  in  being,  that  prefcribed  an  equally  fummary  procefs  in 
a  variety  of  inftances  ;  and  in  particular  that  numerous,  and 
to  him,  innumerable  body  of  ftatutes,  relative  to  fhooting 
deer,  taking  game,  killing  hares,  &c.  where  the  offence 
was  cognizable  before  one  or  two  juftices  only,  and  imme- 
diately judgement  proceeded.  In  fine,  where  crimes  of  a 
nature  unnoticed  by  the  laws  of  any  country  were  pra&ifed 
to  an  enormous  extent  in  its  provincial  dependencies,  *and 
national  honour,  as  well  as  the  more  cogent  confiderations  of 
humanity  and  juftice,  called  for  a  remedy,  it  was  clearly 
found  policy  to  apply  fevere  and  extraordinary  laws  to  fuch 
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new  and  extraordinary  cafes.  The  noble  Vifcount  has  ob- 
jeded  to  the  compulfpry  claufe,  which  obliges  every  perfon. 
returning  from  India  to  declare  the  amount  of  his  fortune; 
and  the  noble  Lord  has  exprefled  his  aftoni  foment  that  fo 
diftant  a  period  as  the  ift  of  January,  1787,  fhould  be  fixed 
upon  for  the  firft  operation  of  this  clauie.  With  refpeft  to 
the  claufe  itlelf,  the  noble  Vifcount  muft  know,  that  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  large  fortunes  have  been  acquired  in  India 
has  been  a  cooftant  fubjeft  of  animadveriion  and  complaint 
for  many  years.  Need  the  noble  Vifcount  be  told,  that  men 
without  family  or  connexions,  whofe  avowed  oftcnfible 
emoluments  fcarcely  exceeded  their  acknowledged  expences, 
have  returned,  in  a  very  few  years,  poffcffed  of  fortunes  far 
beyond  the  amount  of  every  rupee  they  received  from  the 
Eaft-India  Company  ?  If  the  faft  is  fo,  as  it  was  repeatedly 
afierted  to  be,  during  the  laft  winter,  the  claufe  may  ope* 
rate  to  advantage  hereafter..  With  refpeft  to  the  time  of  it* 
commencement,  furely  it  is  fair  to  give  thofe  who  are  to  be 
afFeded  by  it  ibme  notice,,  fince  it  is  not  meant  to  operate  as 
an  ex  pqft  fafto  law,  but  for  the  better  future  government  of 
India.  If  the  noble  Vifcount  apprehends  that  it  is  meant  to 
give  Mr,  Haftings  time  to  retire,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that 
that  perfon  will  not  have  the  frnalleft  obje&ion  to  declare  the 
amount  of  his  fortune;  and  after  ferving  the  Company. 
above  thirty-three  years  in  the  higheft  offices,  and  twelve 
years  at  the  head  of  their  affairs  in  India,  the  only  rifle  he 
will  run,  by  the  difclofure  of  his  circumftances,  will  be,  that 
of  being  thought  a  very  weak  and  filly  man,  to  have  taken  ' 
fo  little  care  of  himfelf,  as  to  have  acquired  a  fortune  in 
thirty-three  years  fo-  much  inferior  to  the  acquisitions  of 
many  who  have  not  ferved  a  fifth  of  the  time  in  India. 

Having  taken  pains  to- prove  this,  his  Lordfhip  next  camo 
to  the  confideration  of  .the  other  obje&ions  of  the  noble  Vif- 
count that  applied  to.  the  preceding  parts  of  the  bill  ;•  thofe 
which  related  to  the  Government  at  home,  and  the  govern- 
ment in  India,  Of  thefe,  he  faid,  the  noble  Vifcount  had 
laid  it  down  as  his  principle  for  a  good  government  in  In- 
dia, that  the  only  way  to  obtain  that  objeft  was,  to  make  a 
ftrong  government  there,  and  to  render  it  amenable  to  a 
ftill  ftronger  Government  at-home*  To  that  principle  he 
fubferibed  in  the  fulleft  and  completed  manner ;  and  he 
fhould  contend  that  the  principle  of  the  prefeot  bill,  how* 
ever  the  claufes  might  fall  fhort  of  it  in  forne  particulars,- 
was  one  and  the  fame  with  the  principle  fo  well  and  fo  un«* 

Vol.  XVI.  M  *  anfwerably 


Si  PARLIAMENTA  R  Y  A.  17*4. 

anftrerably  eftabliifhed  by  the  nobis  Viiebunt*  .  If,  there- 
fore, the  principle  were  admitted  to  be  right,  he  caned  not 
one  farthing  what  became  of  the  claufes.  With  regard  to. 
the  control  which  the  new  Board  was  to  exercife  over  the 
Directors,  the  noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  the  latter  would 
difobey  the  former,  and  had  afked  where  was  the  compulsion, 
and  to  what  punifhment  were  the  Dire&ors  liable  in  cafe  of 
non-corapltance  ?  Such  reafoning,  he  remarked,  was  idle. 
Was  it  to  be  fuppofed  for  a  moment  that  the  .Dune&ors  would 
dare  to  difobey  a  parliamentary  regulation  of  that  fort  ?  Or 
if  they  did,  would  they  not  be  feverely  punifhed,  and  that 
in  a  variety  of  ways  ?  They  would  be  liable  to  an  indict- 
ment for  a  mifiiemeanor  in  the  firft  place,  and  to  different 
prosecutions  for  different  diftind  offences  in  others*;  With 
regard  to  the  claufe  refpe&ing  the  alteration  of  the  Council 
at  Bengal,  he  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  Yifcount,  that 
kgavc  the  Governor  General  fuperior  power  aukwardly,  in-, 
directly*  or  by  a  fide  wind.  He  thought  it  did  the  tiling 
pretty  openly  and  pretty  plainly..  The  objection  ftated  by 
the  noble  Wcount  relative  to  die  next  claufe,  that  refpefting 
the  perfons  in  the  civil  and  military  fervicc  of  the  Company 
fifing  •  by  feniority,  he  did  not  think  it  fo  eafiiy  furraount-r 
able.  Certainty  fuch  a  regulation  might  damp  the  ardour 
of  youth,  and  in  its  confluences,  that  way  confidcred*  pro- 
duce its  (bare  of  detriment :  but  when  the  advantages  one  way 
were  fet  againft  its  disadvantages  the  other,  and  the  intrigue* 
and  famous  fomented  in  council,  through  the  means  of  prefer- 
ments lying  open  to, the  cafaal  patronage  of  men  in  power  in 
India  was  confederal,  perhaps  the  balance  of  benefit  might 
be  found  to  be  rather  in  favour  of  the  new  regulation  in  this 
refpeft  than  againft  it.  Having  ftated  this  fully*  be  juftified 
the  power  of  recal  being  lodged  in  the  Board  of  Control,  in- 
ftead  of  a  power  of  appointment,  and  entered  into  an  argu- 
ment tt>  (hew,  that  the  fort  of  rcafons  the  Board  were  to 
ftate  in  writing  to  juftify  opinions,  were  not  to  be  like  de- 
bates in  detail,  hut  general  heads  of  rcafons  briefly  put.  His 
Lord(hip  took  occafion  to  compare  the  prefent  bill  with  that 
of  Mr.  Fox,  as  both  related  to  the  comparifon  between  the 
Board  of  Control  and  the  Board  of  Cornmiifion.  To  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Public  a(  control  over  a  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, managing  a  concern  of  their  own,  in  which  was  in- 
volved a  public  intereft,  was,  he  faid,  much  more  confonant 
*~  *H  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  than  to  take  the  mar 
ent  of  India,  in  its  triple  confederation  of  commerce* 

cavil 
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civil  goqefAHftett,  add  revenue  wholly  out  of  the  hands  of 
tbe  Company,  and  to  veft  it  entirely  in  a  new  Board,  inde- 
pendent both  of  the  Public  and  the  Company.    He  ridiculed 
like  idea  of  there  having  been  more  candour  (hewn,  in  re- 
gard to  the  coridu&  of  the  bill  before  Chriftmas  and  the  pre* 
tent  bill,  and  faid,  he  would  not  pretend  to  any  merit  for  the 
VtH  then  under  confederation,  on  tbe  (core  of  its  being  a 
'  bold  and  rapid  meafurc — that  it  did  not  aim  at ;  and  there-* 
foref  the  argument,  that  Counfei  had  been  greatly  indulged, 
when  the  other  bill  was  pending,  in  haying  been  heard  on 
behalf  g{  the  Company,  againft  the  flight  circumftance  of 
all  their  property  being  violently  feized  upon,  did  not  Weigh 
with  him  fo  much  as  it  appeared  to  have  done  with  the  noble 
Earl  who  fpoke  firft,  and  who,  when  he  held  it  out  as  id 
lingular  a  favour,  that  the  Counfei  had  been  fuffercd  to  quit 
the  Houfe  at  midnight  in  December,  in  order  to  re-cora-  . 
cnehce  their  arguments  and  to  purfue  their  evidence  next 
day,  feemed  to  have  totally  forgot,  that  they  had  been  (hi-* 
veriog  for  three  hours  before,  while  their  Lordlhips  were 
debating  whether  they  fliould  be  heard  or  sot*  His  Lordfhip 
added  various  other  able  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  bill* 
'  and,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  treated  Lord  Stormont 
with  great  refped,  admitting  that  he  had  that  day  delivered 
his  fentimeats  in.  a  manner  becoming  a  ftatefman  and  a  le- 
giflator,  and  had  fuggefted  many  oofervations  well  worth 
the  (cruras  confideration  of  their  lirdfliips.    Lord  Thurlow 
concluded  wish  declaring,  that  after  having  heard  the  argu- 
ments of  the  ableft  fpeaker  againft  committing  the  bill,  he 
faw  00  reafon  why  the  bill  ihould  not  be  committed  for  Wed* 
aefday  next;  obferving,  that  if  the  noble  Viicount  was  ferious* 
in  lamenting  tbe  abfence  of  thofe  noble  and  learned  Lords  to  J 

whom  he  had  alluded,  there  was  no  ground  for  fuch  a  la* 
mentation  cm  his  part,  fince  it  was  obvious,  the  noble  Vif- 
count  had  found  time  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  all  the 
great  points  of  th*t  qucftion,  as  well  the  legal  as  the  politi- 
cal points.         . 

In  the  debate  on  the  dividend,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in 
reply  to  Lord  Storrnont,  begged  pointedly  and  particularly 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordlhips  to  what  pafied  the 
preceding  year  in  another  place.  The  then  Chairman  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  who  had  proved 
his  devotion  to  die  late  Adininiftration,  by  the  fupport  he 
had  given  to  their  India  bill,  at  the  very  time  he  was  at  the 
head  of  that  Company,  whofe  rights  were  to  be  completely 

H  %  annihilated 
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annihilated  by  the  bill ;  yet  their  Lordfliips  would  recollect 
that  the  fame  Sir  Henry*  Fletcher  had  declared,  that  the 
Proprietors  had  a  right  to  a  dividend  of  eight  per  cent, ;  that 
they  had  fought  the  battles  of  this  nation  in  India  ;  and 
whatever  diftreffes  the  Eaft-India  Company  had  fuftained, 
were  brought  upon  them  by  the  calamities  of  a  war  they  had 
00  concern  in.  Did  their  Lord  (hips  recolleft  how  much  this 
Company  had  fufFered  by  the  meafures  which  the  unfortunate 
wifdom  of  this  country  had  purfued  ?  The  very  articles  of  ad- 
ditional freight  and  demurrage,  in  confequence  of  the  Euro-' 
pean  war,  together  with  the  value  of  their  fhips  captured  by 
the  French,  would,  in  their  amount,  pay  a  dividend  of  eight 
per  cent,  for  years  to  come.  To  my  judgement  it  is  incompre- 
hensible, that  when  the  Company  was  fighting  for  its  exiftence, 
and  defcribed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  bankruptcy,  a  dividend  of 
eight  per  cent.  Was  allowed,  and  that  it  fhould  be  oppofed  at 
the  prefect  moment,  when  we  have  but  juft  received  the  plea- 
£ng  intelligence  that  peace  is  concluded  between  the  Com- 
pany and  its  laft  remaining  enemy  in  India.  The  noble  Vif- 
count  talks  of  wringing  from  the  hard  hand  of  peafints  their 
icanty  pittance  to  fupport  the  Company.    This,  to  be  fure, 

'  .  founds  very  fine  :  but  how  does  the  faft  ftand  ?  The  diffe- 
rence between  us  is  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  What  propor- 
tion does  the  dividend  bear  to  the  profits  of  the  nation  from 
the  Company's  commerce  ?  It  pays  one  million  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  to  the  ftate~,  and  the  dividend  is  not 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  In  truth,  my 
Lords,  we  take  the  lion's  fhare  ;  and  I  conceive  the  credit 
and  the  juft  ice  of  the  country  to  be  concerned  in  continuing 
the  dividend  at  eight  per  cent. ;  and  I  call  upon  any  member 
of  the  late  Adminiftration  to  tell  me  if  it  ever  was  in  idea  . 
to  reduce  the  dividend,  if  the  latebill  had  pafled  into  a  law. 
ThelUrlof  The  Earl  of  Carli/k  faid,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
1  Cadiflc.  not  jonc  fcm  t^e  honour  to  anfwer  his  queftions,  whether  a 
Peer'  was  bound  to  fit  on  an  impeachment  after  he  had  fat 
on  the  new  judicature,  as  one  of  that  court  ?  Neither  had 
the  noble  and  learned  Lordftated,  Why  a  jury  would  not  be 
competent  to  the  trial  of  Eaft-India  delinquents  ? 
Ihl  LSul        ^c  k0"*  CbaHceM°r  Grid,  hc  had  very  fully,  in  his  mind, 

°C  r*  argued  in  proof,  that  the  fort  of  trials  to  be  held  under  the 
hew  judicature,  might  require  afpecies  of  better  informed  jury, 
than  a  jury  impannelted  in  the'euftomary  form,  and  that  all 
the  fpirit  and  excellence  of  a  trial  by  jury  would  ftill  be  pre- 
served. With  regard  to  the  other  queftion  of  the  noble 
'  Earl, 
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Earl,  viz.  Whether  a  perfon,  tried  by  the  new  tribunal, 
would  afterwards  become  liable  to  a  trial  at  the  bar  by  im- 
peachment, and,  confequently,  whether  any  of  their  Lord* 
fhips,  who  had  been  of  the  court  in  the  former  inftance, 
could  fit  in  Parliament  ia  the  latter?  He  did  not  imagine, 
thofe  who  had  been  tried  before  the  new  Court  of  Judicature, 
J  were  meant  to  be  afterwards  fubjefted  to  impeachment. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  commended  the  prefentbill;  but  The  D.  of 
faid,  though  it  gave  him  pain  to  differ  from  thofe  .with  whom  Richmond, 
he  afted,  he  could  not  help  doing  fo  in  one  point,  and  he 
begged  to  ftate  exprefsly  that  his  reafon  for  fo  differing  was, 
not  becaufe  he  had  figned  a  proteft  on  a  former  occafion 
bearing  fuch  an  import,  for  he  fhould  think  meanly  of  him- 
felf  if  he  was  afraid  or  afhamed,  under  different  circumftances, 
of  avowing  that  he  entertained  a  different  opinion,  but  be- 
caufe he  really  was  now  of  the  fame  opinion.  He  had  ever 
contended,  and  he  (till  thought  that  the  Eaft-India  Company 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  management  of  their  own  affairs  ; 
and  he  was  now  perfuaded  the  Direftors  ought  not  to  have 
their  powers  crrcumfcribed  by  the  prqlent  bill.  They  were 
'more  ac««ftomed  to  the  confederation  of  Eaft-India  fubje&a 
than  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  had  no  other  objeft  to  di- 
reft  their  attention  to ;  he  could  not,  therefore,  approve  of 
the  claufe  giving  the  Board  of  Control  a  power  to  originate 
ordefs  in  any  cafe.  He  thought  alfo  that  the  appointment 
of  the  commanders  in  chief  in  India  ought  to  remain  with 
the  Crown,  while  the  Eaft-India  Company  found  it  neceffary 
to  employ  any  part  of  the  King's  army  infupport  and  de- 
fence of  their  territories.  The  judicature  he  highly  ap- 
proved, becaufe,  without  being  liable  to  any  of  the  inconve- 
niences that  a  trial  by  jury  was  liable  to,  according  to  its  or- 
dinary forms,  the  Court  ltfelf  was  the  moft  fpecial  fort  of 
jury  that  could  be  convened,  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  fafeft 
tribunal  for  any  man  to  truft  his  fortune  and  charafter  to. 
But  what  gave  him  the  moft  favourable  idea  of  the  bill,  his 
Grace  faid,  was,  its  total  difavowal  of  all  patronage  what- 
ever ;  a  circumftance  exceedingly  diftinft  from  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  the"  former  India  bit!,  the  chief  aim  of  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  been,  to  aiTume  an  inordinate  and  un- 
conditional degree  of  power,  for  the  purpofe  of  fetting  up 
the  Adminiftration  of  that  day  on  an  immoveable  bafis.  His 
Grace  faid,  he  was  peHuaded  all  the  clamourthat  had  been  raifed 
againft  the  Eaft-India  Company  on  the  fubjeft  of  their  dif- 
trefTes,  and  againft  their  fervants,  on  the  grounds  of  enor- 
mous * 
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0100s  corruption  and  Opprcffioo,  bod-  been  artfully  excited 
to  pave  the  way  for  the  India  bill  brought  into  Parliament 
before  Chriftmas. 
TfceD.  of       The  Dolce  of  Portland  denied  this,  and  demonftrated  that 
foreland,    tjie  (Q\c  objeft  of  the  laft  India  bill  was  by  direct  and  open 
meant  to  provide  the  beft  poffible  government  for  India, 
without  any  wifh  or  defign  on  the  part  of  his  Admintftration 
to  aflame  power;  an  evident  proof  of  which  the  noble  Duke 
had  overlooked,  viz.  that  a  claufe  in  that  bill  fubjeAed  the 
Board  of  Commiffioners  in  the  moft  onreferved  manner  to 
parliamentary  control,  obliging  them  to  lay  a  yearly  ftate~ 
snent  of  the  affair*  of  India  before  both  Houfcs,  and  fubjeft- 
ing  alt  the  commiffioners  feparately  and  univerfally  to  re* 
ipoval,  on  an  addrefs  from  either  Houfe. 
The  D.  of       The  Dnke  of  Richmond  faid,  he  would  do  die  noble  Duke 
Richmond,  the  juftice  to  fay#  he  believed  he  had  been  as  innocent  of  ill 
intention  as  any  one  member  of  that  Adminiftration  ;  but 
the  noble  Duke  rauft  excufe  him,  if  he  perfifted  in.  faying 
he  was  convinced  that  all  the  clamour  that  had  preceded  the 
bill  alluded  to,  had  been  raifed  induftrioufly,  with  a  view  to 
make  fuch  a  mcafure  palatable.    He  declared,  he  had  forgot1 
the  particular  grounds  upon  which  he  originally  took  up 
this  opinion. 
The  D.  of       The  Duke  of  PflrfAtm/ &id»  the  noble  Duke,  it  was  clear* 
Portland,   fc^  forgot  what  had  puffed  even  within,  thofe  walls,  when 
the  Eaft-India  bill  in  queftion  was  before  their  Lordfiiips  % 
an  infinite  variety  of  papers,  containing  authentic  ftatements 
of  the  Company's  titration  of  affairs  having  been  at  die  time 
laid  upon  the  tabic  to  (hew  the  grounds  on  which  the   bill 
proceeded.  * 

The  E.  of      The  Earl  of  Carlijk  took  notice  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
c»lifle.     Duke  of  Richmond  relative  to  trial  by  jury,  and  called  upon 
his  Grace  to  know,  whether  he  thought  the  Jury  at  all  lit 
fault  in  the  trial  relative  to  Lord  Pigot's  arreft  ?  Bccaufeif 
he  did  not\  the  only  modern  infhttice  that  could  be  cited, 
fhewed,  that  a  jury  were  fully  competent  to  try  Eaft-India 
delinquents. 
The  D.  ef      The  Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  undoubtedly  the  jury  were 
Richmond.  not  to  biainCf  fay  thc  conduft  of  the  Court  wit  the  conduft 
of  that  fpecies  of  judicature,  and  there  could  not  be  a  ftrongcr 
inftaoce  adduced  of  the  neceffity  of  anew  tribunal's  being  in- 
ftituted,  than  the  tingle  circutoftance,  that  after  &  folenm 
trial  and  convi&ion  of  menaccufedofoneof  the  moft  heinous 

offences 
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offences  chargeable  on  Englishmen,  the  punifliment  adjudged 
"was   a  fine  of  one  thoufand pounds  only  ! 

At  length  the  queftion  was  put,  and  carried  without  a- 
dividon. 


sj 
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The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Eaft- 
India,  regulating  bill,  Lord  Walfingham  in  the  chair  ;  when 
the  clerk  came  to  the  claufe  which  ena&ed,  that  on  accouot 
of  the  debt,  faid  to  be  due  to  the  Company,  the  Court  of 
Directors  fliould  take  into  immediate  confideration  the  diffe- 
rence exifting  between  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore,  ana  come  to  fpme  fettlement, 

Lord  ffawkg  faid,  he  could  not  forbear  exprefling  his  dif-  U.  Hawke 

approbation  of  this  claufe  as  it  now  flood.    The  Court  of  Di- 

re&ors   was  certainly  a  party  concerned,  and  therefore  its 

nierofeers  were  undoubtedly  difqualified,  and  were  improper 

to  be  judges  on  it ;  if  any  advantage  were  to  be  derived  from 

the  Board  of  CommiiGoncrs,  they  muft  clearly  be  in  fuch 

cafe  as  this  ;  that  Board  was  the  proper  place  for  fuch  invef- 

tigatlpa  \  their  Lordihips  knew  the  ill  effeft  of  trufting  to 

th*  decifion  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors ;  their  conferences  were  - 

plain,  and  needed  no  arguments  to  blazon  them  forth  ;  and 

therefore,  fuch  consequences  ought  to  be  provided  againft  in 

future,  if  poffible  5  the  bill  held  forth  a  preventive,  and  he 

thought  it  would  be  right  to  adopt  it :  he  therefore  begged 

kaye,  to  move,  that  the  words  "  Court  of  Dire&ors    be 

omitted,  and  that  "  Board  of  Commiffioners"  be  fubftituted 

in  their  ftead. 

Lord  Camelford  differed  with  the  noble  Lord  on  the  pro-  Ld.  C«md- 
pnety  of  making  fuch  an  alteration  ;  one  grand  principle  fori* 
of  the  bill  was  to  preferve  the  rights  of  the  Company  un- 
touched, and  yet  endeavour  to  render  them  fervice ;  now, 
was  the  alteration  propofed  to  be  adopted,  it  would  in  a 
great  meafure  infringe  that  principle,  for  it  would  be  wreft- 
ing  from  them  the  right  of  examining  their"  own  accounts  ; 
nor  did  he  fee  the  neceffity  of  it,  as  the  Board  of  Commif- 
fioners were  to  examine  all  difpatches  previous  to  their  being 
fent  out,  and  pofleffed  a  controlling  power  to  rejeft  thole 
which  were  fuppofed  would  be  detrimental  to  the  interefl  and 
welfare  of  the  Company. 

Lord  Haivke  ftill  adhered  to  his  opinion  for  the  reafons  he  u.  Hawke, 
had  afligned,  and  becaufe,  although  the  Court  of  Directors 

were 
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upon  the  n«w  Judicature ;  this,  lie  feid,  vrafc-the  firft  inftance  ri 
of  arty  of  their  Lordihips  being-forced  to  undertake  an  office9  n 
ogaioft  the  .ex^fdife  of  which  he  might  reafonaHy  entertain  ii 
great  feruptar.  He  added  other  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the 
evidence' to  be  admitted  .before  this  new  tribunal ;  and  after  a 
variety  «f  pertinent  ftritStures,  and  well-applied  ©bfervatroro, 
joonchided  a  Very  Ale,  and,  in  feme  paflages*  a  very  animated 
'ljpeeciv  with  calling  upon  the  candour- of  their  LorcUhips  to 
allow  a  longer  time  for  the  confederation,  before  they  went 
into  at  Committee  upon  the  bill.  '    j( 


Tbe  Lor*  The  £ord  Ghanodknr  left  the  wooHack  tfee  inftant  Lord  Stor- 
C^aacciior.  mont  6ft  down,  and  began  his  reply  with  declaring,  that  he 
'was  glad  the  debate  -was  brought  on,  fincethe  noble  Vifcount 
-feed  fuggefted  a  great  deal  of  obfervation  and  argument,  well 
<worfh  the  confideratipn  of  their-  Lordfhips.  With  regard  to 
*the  charge  of  precipitancy  and  hurry,  were  the  chmrge  really 
•grounded  j  'he  fhouW  be  extremely  willing  to  give  way  to  it, 
as  he*wtfhed  not  to  afiift  in  pufhing  any  tneafure  forward, 
that  claimed  to  have  merit  as  a  bold  and  a  rapid  meafure ;  fuck 
'^nerit  he  difowned  entirely.  Having  faid  this,  he  obferved, 
that  the  principal  objection  urged  by  the  noble  Vifcount  ha< 
Hbcen,  that  the  bill  was  inadequate  to  it$  object ;  to  that  po 
Ikion  he  was  ready  to  accede,  and  to  acknowledge  that  h  . 
Was  of  the  fame  opinion.  He  owned,  he  had  wiffied  the 
meafure  to  have  gone  much  farther,  and  to  have  been  fraught 
•with  more  energy;  but  the  anxious  defire  of  accommodating 
public  prejudice  had  induced  others  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
Inm,  and  to  with  to  meliorate,  and,  in  his  opinion,  to  wea- 
ken the.  regulations,  rather  th^n  to  give  them  a  harfh  and- 
Severe  afpefct.  The  aim  of  the  Minifter  in  framing  the  bill 
lad  obvioufly  been,  to. adopt  the  beftaud  moft  unexception- 
able fet  of  .regulations  for  the  future  government  of  India 
that  faggefted  themfelves  to  his  judgement,  without-  pretend- 
ing that  they  wece  fully  adequate  to  theobjeft,  or  to  his 
wahes,  leaving  it  to  ftandecs-by  to  improve  upon,  them* 
and  to  propofe  better  and  more  practicable,  if  better  or  more 
^practicable  regulations  could  he  propoied.  If  the  noble  Vif- 
count, however,  thought  the  prefent  claufes  too  feverq,  what 
idea  would  he,  have  entertained  of  his  poor  project,  had  that 
Hood  upon  paper  infiead  of  the  prefent  bill  ?  In  confideung 
the  o^fervattons  made  by  the  noble  Vifcount  oj>  the  fubject 
of  the  hill,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  fcfe  would  take  the  latter  part 
fcf  *he  nojble  Vifcpunt's  fpcech  into  conlideration  fuA^bcr 
'caufe,  without  any  pretentions  to  fuperior  learning  or  fupe- 

rior 
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rior  knowledge,  it  might  be  more  proper  for  a  perfofl  aocuft 
tomed.  ail  his  life  lo  the  ftudy  of  the  common  law,  to  explain  • 
an  inftitation  of  a  judicatory  nature,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  have  very  Unneeeflarily  excited  alarm  and  jealoufy.    Hit- 
Lordfhip  then  took  notice  of  the  extreme  uaeafinefi  that  thee 
noble  Vifcount  bad  cxprcfled  for  the  abfence  of.  the  other7 
noble  and  learned  Lords,  and  faid,  it  might  not  be  a&tft  toJ 
aik  how  many  of  the  fix,  that  belonged  to  tbat  Houfe,  were^ 
at  prefent  entangled  in  the  exercife  ottheir  profeffional  duty?' 
Of  all  thatnamber,  he  cosld  recolleft  bnt  one  who  was  fo  eo~ 
tangled ;  and  in  the  commiffion  with  that  noble  and  learned* 
L*>rd,  whofe  great  abilities  he  was  ready  to  adnvV  there* 
were  at  leaft  a  fpfficient  number  of  other*,  one  of  whoa*' 
might,  if  theoccalioa  for  that  noble  and  learned  Losd  Vat-- 
tendance*  ojhhis  duty1  in  that  Houfe  was  realty  thought  to  be 
as.indifptofablr  neceffary  as  the  noble  Vifcount  had  declared^ 
it*,  hswe  beenlpared'to  nil  thepdacey  and  difchargc  the  office1 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in  queftion  was  now  filling  andJ 
difchajrgiog>  wherever  he  might  chance  to  ba    But  he  irifcft 
btiorgiven,  if  ho  declared,  thathehad  no  idea  of  anything 
relative  to  the  new  judicature  to  be  instituted  under*  tbrfane*  • 
tioaand  authority,  of  the  preient  bill,  lying  fo  deep  as  to -> 
require  great  profeffional  iagaeity  to  fifc  it  ouu    He  thbught  - 
the  whole  of  that  part '  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  of  every  otter;  - 
wns  extremely  obvious,  and  that  it  laid  as  level  to  the  judge*  • 
ranntof  the  moft  ordinary  capacity  as  any  ^matter  could  poC* 
fibly-lie^   The  whole  of  the  noble  Vifcount'sobjo&ions,  if 
he  ui>dcr#Dod  them  rightly,  amounted  <-to  this,  and*  to  this  J 
•uiy;  That  ajudicatjure  was  about  to  be  appointed,  in  which 
the  Court Avere  to  ait  as  judge, and  jury,  and  to  concenter  in 
therafclveathe  power  of  determining,  both  the  law  and  the  • 
faft* .  That  certainly  was  >the  cafe;  and  when*  the  .nature  of' 
the  Cott*t)Was  candidly  and  fairly  confidcred,  furely  it  would. » 
«9t  be  forkrofly  contended  to  be  a  Court  liable  ,to  fufpicion  * 
of  being'  capable  of  ailing  upon  ill  motives,    or  motives  • 
of  partiality*  or  prejudice;     Of  whom  was  the  Court  to  » 
confity  but  of  a  certain  number  of  the  members  of  each  of 
the  t we  Hotifct  of  Parliament,  cho£en»  by  chance,  (the  Mi- 
cUter>not  being- willing. to  rifque  his  name  in  the  appoint  • 
iwttdof  them)  and  three  of  the  judges,  fete&cd  one  from  <■ 
each.Cotwt,  by  the  choice  of  thefeverai  Courts  refoe&ively. 
He  admitted,  that  had  the  appointment  of  the  Court  laid 
with  the  Crown*  the  holder  of  the  executive  government,  he 
fhooid  have  had  no^bp&ioo^  becaufc  in  (hat,  thenoroina~ 
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tion  *f  the  Court  would  have  refted  where  the  conftitution 
clearly  meant  each  part  of  the  executive  to  reft.  The  na- 
ture of  the  evidence  to  be  adduced  before  thil  Court,  was 
alfo  different  from  the  fort  of  evidence  to  be  exhibited  before 
a  jury;  Bat  why  was  it  Co,  but  that  the  nature  of  the  crimes 
to  be  tried,  and  the  fcene  of  the  ctommiffion  of  thofe  crimes 
lay  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  home  to  render  it  practicable 
for  that  ftnft  fort  of  evidence  to  be  giveii  which  was  admiffible 
only  before  a  jury  ?  According  to  the  bill,  either  the  Attor- 
ney General,  or  the  Court  of  Direftors  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  dr  any  perfon  whatfbever,  Were  empowered  to 
apply  to  the  Court  to  grant  in  Information  againft  a  delin- 
quent in  India,  In  this  there  was  nothing  new,  becauie  the 
a&  of  King  William  gave  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  the 
whole  of  the  fame  power,  and  under  authority  of  the  faid 
ftatute  it  had  been  frequently  exercifed.  With  regard  to 
taking  the  power  of  nomination  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  exclufively,  and  giving  it  into  other  hands*  be  faid, 
he  fliould  have  been  full  as  wetl  pleafed  had  not  this  exten- 
fion  been  made,  becaufe  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
every  man,  confcious  of  meaning  to  do  what  was  right,  fhould 
defpife  the  poffibility  of  fufpicion  that  might  be  entertained 
of  his  holding  a  contrary  intention.  It  was  obvious,  how- 
eyer,  in  this  particular,  and  in  all  the  claufes  of  the  bill, 
there  was  a  ftudious  endeavour  difcoverable  on  the  part  of 
thofe  who  framed  it,  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  moft 
invidious  to  impute  a  defire  or  a  defign  to  make .  an  illufe  of^ 
the  bill,  or  the  powers  that  were  to  arife  out  of  it.  With  re- 
gard to  thefutnmary  procefs  that  the  bill  direded  with  re-  v 
fpcft  to  Eaft-India  delinquents,  before  the  noble  Vifcount, 
or  any  other  noble  Lord,  attempted  ferioufly  to  argue  the 
danger  and  alarm  that  fuch  a  circutnftance  warranted,  they 
xnuxc,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  confent  to  jump  at  once  over  the 
laws  in  being,  that  prefcribed  an  equally  fummary  procefs  in 
a  variety  of  inftances ;  and  in  particular  that  numerous,  and 
to  him,  innumerable  body  of  ftatutes,  relative  to  fhooting 
deer,  taking  game,  killing  hares,  &c  where  the  offence 
was  cognizable  before  one  or  two  juftices  only,  and  imme- 
diately judgement  proceeded.  In  fine,  where  crirrtes  of  a 
nature  unnoticed  by  the  laws  of  any  country  were  pra&Hed 
to  an  enormous  extent  in  its  provincial  dependencies,  -and 
national  honour,  as  well  as  the  more  cogent  confiderations  of 
humanity  and  juftice,  called  for  a  remedy,  it  was  clearly 
found  policy  to  apply  fevcre  and  extraordinary  laws  to  fuch 
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new  and  extraordinary  cafes.  The  noble  Vifcount  has  ob- 
jected to  the  cornpulfpry  .claufe,  which  obliges  every  perfoa 
returning  from  India  to  declare  the  amount  of  his  fortune; 
and  the  noble  Lorid  has  expreffed  his  aftonifhment  that  fo 
diftant  a  period  as  the  ift  of  January,  1787,  ihould  be  fixed 
upon  for  the  firft  operation  of  this  claufe'.  With  refpeft  to 
the  claufe  itfelf,  the  noble  Vifcount  muft  know,  that  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  large  fortunes  have  been  acquired  in  India 
has  been  a  cooftant  fubjeft  of  animadveriion  and  complaint 
for  many  years.  Need  the  noble  Vifcount  be  told,  that  men 
without  family  or  connexions,  whofe  avowed  oftcnfible 
emoluments  fcarcely  exceeded  their  acknowledged  expences, 
have  returned,  in  a  very  few  years,  poffeffed  of  fortunes  far 
beyond  the  amount  of  every  rupee  they  received  from  the 
Eaft-India  Company  ?  If  the  faft  isfo,  as  it  was  repeatedly 
afferted  to  be,  during  the  laft  winter,  the  claufe  may  ope- 
rate to  advantage  hereafter..  With  refpeft  to  the  time  of  it* 
commencement,  furely  it  is  fair  to  give  thofe  who  are  to  be 
affc&ed  by  it  iome  notice,,  iince  it  is  not  meant  to  operate  as 
an  ex  pofl  fatio  law,  but  for  the  better  future  government  of 
India.  If  the  noble  Vifcount  apprehends  that  it  is  meant  to 
give  Mr.  Haftings  time  to  retire,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that 
that  perfon  will  not  have  the  fmalleft  obje&ion  to  declare  the 
amount  of  his  fortune;  and  after  ferving  the  Company, 
above  thirty-three  years  in  the  higheft  offices,  and  twelve 
years  at  the  head  of  their  affairs  in  India,  the  only  rifk  he 
will  run,  by  the  difclofure  of  his  circumftances,  will  be,  that 
of  being  thought  a  very  weak  and  filly  man,  to  have  taken  * 
fo  little  care  of  himielf,  as  to  have  acquired  a  fortune  in 
thirty-three  years  fo-  much  inferior  to  the  acquisitions  of 
many  who  have  not  ferved  a  fifth  of  the  time  in  India. 

Having  taken  pains  to  prove  this,  his  Lordfhip  next  came 
to  the  confideration  of  .the  other  ohje&ions  of  the  noble  Vif- 
count that  applied  to.  the  preceding  parts  of  the  bill ;  thofe 
which  related  to  the  Government  at  home,  and  the  govern- 
ment in  India.  Of  thefe,  he  fa  id,  the  noble  Vifcount  had 
laid  it  down  as  his  principle  for  a  good  government  in  In- 
dia, that  the  only  way  to  obtain  that  objeft  was,  to  make  a 
ftrong  government  there,  and  to  render  it  .amenable  to  a 
ftill  ftronger  Government  at  home.  To  that  principle  he 
fubferibed  in  the  fullcft  and  completed  manner ;  and  he 
Ihould  contend  that  the  principle  of  the  prefeot  bill,  how* 
ever  the  claufes  might  fall  fhort  of  it  in  fome  particulars, 
was  one  aod  the  fame  with  the  principle  fo  well  and  fo  un<t 
..  Vol.  XVI.  ti  *  anfwerably 
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anfwerahly  eftabliihed  by  the  noble  Viicount*  If,  there- 
fore, the  principle  were  admitted  to  be  right,  he  caned  not 
one  farthing  what  became  of  the  daufes.  With  regard  to. 
the  control  which  the  new  Board  was  to  exercife  over  the 
Dire£tors,  the  noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  the  latter  would 
difobey  the  former,  and  had  aiked  where  was  the  compuMion, 
and  to  what  punifhment  were  the  Dire&ors  liable  in  cafe  of 
non-compliance  ?  Such  reafoning,  he  remarked,  was  idle. 
Was  it  to  be  fuppofed  for  a  moment  that  the  Dire&ors  would 
dare  to  difobey  a  parliamentary  regulation  of  that  fort  i  Or 
if  they  did,  would  they  not  be  feverely  punifhed,  and  that 
in  a  variety  of  ways  ?  They  would  be  liable  to  aft  indict- 
ment for  a  mifileraeanor  in  the  firft  place,  ajk)  to  di&reat 
profeeutions  for  different  diftinft  offences  in  others*  With 
regard  to  the  claufe  refpc&ing  the  alteration  of  the  Council . 
at  Bengal,  he  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  V ifcount,  that 
it  gave  the  Governor  General  fuperior  power  aukwardly,  in~ 
dire&ly,  or  by  a  fide  wind.  He  thought  it  did  the  thing, 
pretty  openly  and  pretty  plainly..  -  The  objection  ftated  by 
the  noble  Vifcount  relative  to  the  next  claufe,  that  reipefting 
the  perfons  in  the  civil  and  military  fervice  of  the  Company 
rifing.by  feniority,  he  did  not  think  it  foeafily  furmount-  . 
able.  Certainly  fuch  a  regulation  might  damp  the  ardour  . 
of  youth,  and  in  its  confluences,  that  way  coafidered*  pro- 
duce its  (bare  of  detriment :  but  when  the  advantages  one  way; 
were  fet  againft  its  difad vantages  the  other,  and  the  intrigue* 
and  factions  fomented  in  council,  through  the  means  of  prefer- 
ments lying  open  to  the  cafaal  patronage  of  men  in  power  ia 
India  was  considered,  perhaps  the  balance  of  benefit  might 
be  found  to  be  rather  in  favour  of  the  new  regulation  in  this 
refpc&  than  againft  it.  Having  ftated  this  folly,  be.  juftified 
the  power  of  recal  being  lodged  in  the  Board  of  Control,  in- 
stead of  a  power  of  appointment,  and  entered  into  an  argu- 
ment Id  (hew,  that  the  fort  of  reafons  the  Board  were  to 
Hate  in  writing  to  juftify  opinions,  were  not  to  be  like  de- 
bates in  detail,  out  general  heads  of  reafons  briefly  put*  His 
Lordihip  took  occafion  to  compare  the  prefeat  bill  with  that 
of  Mr.  Fox,  as  both  related  to  the  comparifon  between  the 
Board  of  Control  and  the  Board  of  Commiffion.  To  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Public  a  control  over  a  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, managing  a  concern  of  their  own,  in  which  was  in* 
volvod  a  public  in tereft,  was,  he  faid,  much  more  confonaot 
to  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  than  to  take  the  ma-> 
aagement  of  India,  in  its  triple  confidcration  of  commerce* 
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civil  government,  wd  revenue  wholly  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Company,  and  to  veft  it  entirely  in  a  new  Board,  inde- 
pendent both  of  the  Public  and  the  Company.  He  ridiculed 
*bc  idea  of  there  having  been  more  candour  fhewn,  in  re* 
gard  to  the  coddu&  of  the  bill  before  Chriftmas  and  the  pre* 
tent  bill,  and  faid,  he  would  not  pretend  to  any  merit  for  the 
\*ill  then  under  confideration,  on  the  (core  of  its  being  a 
*  bold  and  rapid  meafure— that  it  did  not  aim  at ;  and  there- 
fbref  the  argument,  that  Counfel  had  been  greatly  indulged, 
when  the  other  bill  was  pending,  in  having  been  heard  on 
behalf  gf  the  Company,  againft  the  flight  circumftance  of 
all  their  property  being  violently  feized  upon,  did  not  weigh 
with  him  fo  much  as  it  appeared  tp  have  done  with  the  noble 
Earl  who  fpoke  firft,  and  who,  when  he  held  it  out  ad  fo 
lingular  a  favour,  that  the  Counfel  had  been  fuffcred  to  quit 
the  Houfe  at  midnight  in  December,  in  order  to  re-cora-  . 
mence  their  arguments  and  to  purfue  their  evidence  next 
day,  feexned  to  have  totally  forgot,  that  they  bad  been  (hi-* 
vering  for  three  hours  before,  while  their  Lordfhips  were 
debating  whether  they  ihould  be  heard  or  not*  His  Lordfhip 
added  various  other  able  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  bUl, 
'  and,  in  the  courfe  of  bis  ipeech,  treated  Lord  Stor  moot 
with  great  refpeft,  admitting  that  he  had  that  day  delivered 
his  fentiments  in.  a  manner  becoming  a  ftatefman  and  a  le^ 
giflatcfr,  and  had  fuggefted  many  obfervations  well  worth 
the  ferious  confideration  of  their  Lordfhips.  Lord  Thurlow 
concluded  with  declaring,  that  after  having  heard  the  argu- 
ment* of  the;  ableft  fpeaker  againft  committing  the  bill,  he 
faw  no  reafon  why  the  bill  ihould  not  be  committed  for  Wed- 
nesday next;  observing,  that  if  the  noble  Vifcount  was  ferious* 
in  lamenting  the  abfence  of  thofe  noble  and  learned  Lords  to 
whom  he  had  alluded,  there  was  no  ground  for  fuch  a  la- 
mentation on  bis  part,  fincc  it  was  obvious,  the  noble  Vif- 
count had  found  time  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  all  the 
great  points  of  thjrt  qucftion,  a*  well  the  legal  as  the  politi- 
cal points. 

In  the  debate  on  the  dividend,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in 
reply  to  Lord  Stormont,  begged  pointedly  and  particularly 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordfhips  to  what  paffed  the 
preceding  year  in  another  place.  The  then  Chairman  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  who  had  proved 
his  devotion  to  the  late  Adminiftration,  by  the  fupport  he 
had  given  to  their  Ipdia  bill,  at  the  very  time  he  was  at  the 
head  of  that  Company,  whofe  rights  were  to  be  completely 
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annihilated  by  the  bill ;  yet  their  Lordlhips  would  recollect 
that  the  feme  Sir  Henry.  Fletcher  had  declared,  that  th^ 
Proprietors  had  a  right  to  a  dividend  of  eight  per  cent, ;  that 
they  had  fought  the  battles  of  this  nation  in  India;  and 
whatever  diftreffes  the  Eaft-India  Company  had  fuftained, 
were  brought  upon  them  by  the  calamities  of  a  war  they  had 
no  concern  in.     Did  their  Lordlhips  recolleft  how  much  this 
Company  had  fuffered  by  the  meafures  which  the  unfortunate 
wifdom  of  this  country  had  purfued  ?  The  very  articles  of  ad- 
ditional freight  and  demurrage,  in  confequence  of  the  Euro-* 
pean  war,  together  with  the  value  of  their  fhips  captured  by 
the  French,  would,  in  their  amount,  pay  a  dividend  of  eight 
per  cent,  for  years  to  come:  To  my  judgement  it  is  incompre- 
h'enfible,  that  when  the  Company  was  fighting  for  its  exiftence, 
and  defcribed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  bankruptcy,  a  dividend  of 
eight  per  cent.  Was  allowed,  and  that  it  fhould  be  oppofed  at 
the  prefent  moment,  when  we  have  but  juft  received  the  plea- 
fing  intelligence  that  peace  is  concluded  between  the  Com- 
pany and  its  laft  remaining  enemy  in  India.  The  noble  Vif- 
count  talks  of  wringing  from  the  hard  hand  of  peafants  their 
fcaoty  pittance  to  fupport  the  Company.    This,  to  be  fure, 
'       .  founds  very  fine  :  but  how  does  the  faft  ftand  ?  The  diffe- 
rence between  us  is  thirty  thoufand  pounds.     What  propor- 
tion does  the  dividend  bear  to  the  profits  of  the  nation  from 
the  Company's  commerce  }  It  pays  one  million  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  to  the  ftate-,  and  the  dividend  is  not 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.     In  truth,   my 
Lords,  we  take  the  lion's  (hare  ;  and  I  conceive  the  credit 
and  the  juftice  of  the  country  to  be  concerned  in  continuing 
the  dividend  at  eight  per  cent. ;  and  I  call  upon  any  member 
of  the  late  Adminiftration  to  tell  me  if  it  ever  was  in  idea  . 
to  reduce  the  dividend,  if  the  latevbill  had  pafled  into  a  law. 
The  Earl  of      The  Earl  of  Carlt/k  faid,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
jCarhflc.      not  jonc  kjm  j{je  honour  to  anfwer  his  queftions,  whether  a 
Peer*  was  bound  to  fit  on  an  impeachment  after  he  had  fat 
on  the  new  judicature,  as  one  of  that  court  ?     Neither  had 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord'ftated,  Why  a  jury  would  not  be 
competent  to  the  trial  of  Eaft-India  delinquents  ? 
chlL°\t    '   ^e  ^0T^  Chancellor  faid,  he  had  very  fully,  in  his  mind, 
y;      e    r"  argued  in  proof,  that  the  fort  of  trials  to  be  held  under  the 
hew  judicature,  might  require  a fpecies  of  better  informed  jury, 
than  a  jury  impanneiled  in  the'ctiftomary  form,  and  that  all 
the  fpirit  and  excellence  of  a  trial  by  jury  would  ftill  be  pre- 
fcrved.    With  regard  to  the  other  queftion  of  the  noble 
■'''•■'"•'  <  Earl| 
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Earl,  viz.  Whether  a  jperfon,  tried  by  the  new  tribunal, 
Would  afterwards  become  liable  to  a  trial  at  the  bar  by  im- 
peachment, and,  confequently,  whether  any  of  their  Lord- 
fhips,  who  had  been  of  the  court  in  the  former  inftance, 
could  lit  in  Parliament  in.  the  latter  ?  He  did  not  imagine, 
thofe  wholiad  been  tried  before  the  new  Court  of  Judicature, 
/  were  meant  to  be  afterwards  fubje&ed  to  impeachment. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  commended  the  prefentbill;  but  The  D.  of 
faid,  though  it  gave  him  pain  to  differ  from  thofe.with  whom  Richmond. 
he  a&ed,  he  could  not  help  doing  fo  in  one  point,  and  he 
begged  to  ftate  exprefsly  that  his  reafon  for  fo  differing  was, 
not  becaufe  he  had  figned  a  proteft  on  a  former  occaiion 
bearing  fuch  an  import,  for  he  fhould  think  meanly  of  him- 
felf  if  he  was  afraid  or  afhamed,  under  different  circumftances, 
of  avowing  that  he  entertained  a  different  opinion,  but  be- 
caufe he  really  was  now  of  the  fame  opinion.  He  had  ever 
contended,  and  he  ftill  thought  that  the  Eaft-India  Company 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  management  of  their  own  affairs  ; 
and  he  was  now  perfuaded  the  Direftors  ought  not  to  have 
their  powers  crrcumfcribed  by  the  prqfent  bill.  They  were 
more  accuftomed  to  the  consideration  of  Eaft-India  fubjefta 
than  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  had  no  other  objeft  to  di- 
Teft  their  attention  to ;  he  could  not,  therefore,  approve  of 
•the  claufe  giving  the  Board  of  Control  a  power  to  originate 
ordefs  in  any  cafe.  He  thought  alfo  that  the  appointment 
of  the  commanders  in  chief  in  India  ought  to  remain  with 
the  Crown,  while  the  Eaft-India  Company  found  it  neceffary 
to  employ  any  part  of  the  King's  army  infupport  and  de- 
fence of  their  territories.  The  judicature  he  highly  ap- 
proved, becaufe,  without  being  liable  to  any  of  the  inconve- 
niences that  a  trial  by  jury  was  liable  to,  according  to  its  or- 
dinary forms,  the  Court  ltfelf  was  the  moft  fpecial  fort  of 
jury  that  could  be  convened,  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  fafeft 
tribunal  for  any  man  to  truft  his  fortune  and  chara&er  to. 
But  what  gave  him  the  moft  favourable  idea  of  the  bill,  his 
Grace  faid,  was,  its  total  difavowal  of  all  patronage  what- 
ever ;  a  circumftance  exceedingly  diftinft  from  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  the  former  India  bill,  the  chief  aim  of  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  been,  to  affume  an  inordinate  and  un- 
conftitutional  degree  of  power,  for  the  purpofe  of  fetting  up 
the  Adminiftration  of  that  day  on  an  immoveable  balls.  His 
Grace  faid,  he  was  perfuaded  all  the  clamourthat  had  been  raifed 
agatnft  the  Eaft-India  Company  on  the  fubjeft  of  their  dif- 
treffee,  and  againft  their  fervants,  on  the  grounds  of  enor- 
mous * 
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ttftly  of  indirefily,  affift  the  enemies  of  die  Nabob  Tipp66 
Sultaun  Bahauder,  nor  make  war  upon  hit  friends  or  allies  ; 
tuid  the  Nabbb  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder  wilt  not,  di  redly 
or  indire£tly,  afBft  the  enemies,  nor  make  war  upon  the 
friends  or  allies  of  the  Engliih. 

"Article II.  Immediately  after  figning  and  feaMng  the 
treaty,  by  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder,  and  the 
three  Engliih  Coinmiffioners,  the  faid  Nabob  fhall  fend  or- 
ders for  the  complete  evaluation  of  the  .Carnatic,  and  the 
reftoration  of  all  the  forts  and  places  in  it  now  pofiefled  by 
his  troops,  the  forts  of  Amboorgur  and  Satgnr  excepted  : 
And  fuch  evacuation  and  reftoration  fhall  a&ually  and  effec- 
tually be  made  in  the  fpace  of  thirty  days  from  the  day  of 
figning  the  treaty:  And  the  faid  Nabob  {hall  alfo,  imme- 
diately after  figning  the  treaty,  fend  orders  for  the  releafe 
of  all  the  perfons  who  were  taken  and  made  prifoners  in  th* 
late  war,  and  now  alive,  whether  European  or  native;  and  for 
their  being  fafely  £ondu6ted  to  and  delivered  at  fuch  Engliih 
forts  or  lettlements,  as  fhaU  be  neareft  to  the  places  where 
they  now  are,  fo  that  the  faid  releafe  and  delivery  of  the 
prifoners  (hall  adtually  and  effe&ually  be  made  in  thirty  days 
from  the  day  of  figning  the  treaty ;  the  Nabob  will  caufe 
them  to  be  fupplied  with  provifions  and  conveyances  for  the 
journey,  the  expence  of  which  fliall  be  made  good  to  him  by 
the  Company.  The  Commiflioners  will  fend  an  officer  or 
efficefs  to  accompany  the  prifoners  to  the  different  places 
where  they  are  to  be  delivered  ;  in  particular,  Abdul  VVahab 
Cawn,  taken  at  Chitoor,  and  his  family,  {hall  be  immediately 
releafed,  and,  if  willing  to  return  to  the  Carnatic,  fhall  be 
allowed  to  do  fo.  If  any  perfon  or  perfons  belonging  tp  the 
faid  Nabob,  and  taken  by  the  Company  in  the  late  war,  be 
now  alive,  and  in  prifon  in  Bencoolen,  or  other  territories  of 
the  Company,  fuch  perfon  or  peifons  fliall  be  immediately 
releafed,  and,  if  willing  to  return,  fhall  be  fent  without  delay 
to  the  neareft  fort  or  fettlement  in  the  Myfore  country : 
Bafwapa,  late  Amuldar  or  Palicacbefry,  fhall  be  releafed,  and 
at  liberty  to  depart. 

44  Article  IK.  Immediately  after  figning  and  feafing  the 
treaty,  the  Englifh  Commiflioners  fhall  give  written  order* 
for  the  delivery  of  Onore,  Carwar,  and  Sadaflievagada,  and 
forts  or  places  adjoining  thereto,  and  fend  a  fhip  or  fhips  td 
bring  away  the  garrifons.  The  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Ba- 
hauder will  caufe  the  troops  in  Jhofe  places  to  be  ftfppliel 

with 
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with  provifions,  and  other  neeeflary  affiftance  for  their 
voyage  to  Bombay,  (their  paying  for  the  fame)  ;  the  Com- 
miffianers  will  likewife  give  at  the  fame  time  written  orders 
for  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  forts  and  diftri&s  of  Caroor, 
Autacourchy,  and  Daraparem ;  and  immediately  after  the 
releafe  ariidelivery  of  the  prifoners  as  before  mentioned,  thi 
fort  and  diftridk  of  Dindigul  fliall  be  evacuated  and  reftored 
to  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder,  and  none  of  the 
troops  of  the  Company  (hall  afterwards  remain  in  the  country 
of  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder. 

"  Article,  IV.  As  foon  as  all  the  prifoners  are  releafed  and 
delivered,  the  fort  and  diftrift  of  Cannanore  fliall  be  evacuated 
and  reftored  to  Ali  Rajah  Biby,  the  Queen  of  that  country* 
in  theprefence  of  any  one  perfon,  without  troops,' whom  the 
Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder  may  appoint  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that  the  orders  are  given  for  the 
evacuation  and  delivery  of  the  forts  of  Cannanore  and  Din- 
digul, the  faid  Nabob  fliall  give  written  orders  for  the  eva- 
cuation and  delivery  of  Amboorgur  and  Satgur  to  the  Englifh; 
and  in  the  mean  time  none  of  the  troops  of  the  faid  Nabob 
fliall  be  left  in  any  part  of  the  Carnatic,  except  in  the  two 

'    forts  above  mentioned. 

"  Article  V,  After  the  conclufion  of  this,  treaty,  the  Na* 
bob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder  will  make  no  claim  whatever 

,    in  future  on  the  Carnatic. 

"  Article  VI.  All  perfons  whatfoever,  who  have  been  taken 
and  carried  away  from  the  Carnatic  Payen  Gaut  (which  includes 
Tanjore)  by  the  late  Nabob  Hyder  Ali  Cawn  Bahauder,  who 
is  in  Heaven,  or  by  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder,  or 
otherwife  belonging  to  the  Carnatic,  and  now  ip  the  Nabob 

'  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder' s  dominions,  and  willing  to  return, 
fliall  be  immediately  allowed  to  return  with  their  families  and 
children,  or  as  foon  as  may  he  convenient  to  themielves ;  and 
all  perfons  belonging  to  the  Vencatagcherry  Rajah,  who  were 
taken  prifoners  in  returning  from  the  fort  of  Vellour,  to 
which  place  they  had  beep  fent  with  provifions,  fliall  alfo  be 
releafed,  and  permitted  immediately  to  return.  Lifts  of  the 
principal  perfons  belonging  to  the  Nabob  Mahomed  Ali  Cawn 
Bahauder,  and  to  the  Rajah  of  Vencatagcherry,  fliall  be  de- 
livered to  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun's  minifter's.  And  the 
Nabob  will  caufe  the  contents  of  this  article  to  be  publicly 
notified  throughout  his  country. 

u  Article  VII.   This  being  the  happy  period  of  general 

peace  and  reconciliation,  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahau- 

Vol.XVI.  K  der, 
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der,  a$  a  teftimoay  and  proof  of  his  friendship  to  the  Engtifh, 
agrees*  that  the  Rajahs  or  Zemindars  on  this  coaft,  who  have 
favoured  the  Englifh  in  t ha  late  war,  £ball  not  be  molefled  oil 
that  account. 

"  Article  VIII.  The  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder 
hereby  renews  and  confirm*  all  the  commercial  privilege*  and 
immunities  given  to  the  Englifh  by  the  late  Nabob  Hyder 
Alt  Cawn  Bahauder,  who  is  11%  Heaven,  and  particularly  Hi- 
pnbfced  and  ipeci£ed  in  the  treaty  between  the  Company  and 
the  faid  Nabob,  concluded  the  8th  of  Auguft,  1770. 

**  Article  IX.  The  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahaudfer  {hall 
yeftore  the  fadary  and  privileges  poflefled  by  the  Engtf  Jh  at 
•  Callicnt  until  the  year  1779,  (°*  *  x9$  Higeira)  a™*  ™M  re" 
fiore  Mount  Dilly,  and  its  AftriA,  belonging  to  the  fettle- 
meat  of  Tillicherry,  and  po&fied  by  the  Engtilh  till  taken 
by  Sadar  Cawn,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Tate  war. 

"  Article  X.  This  treaty  ihall  be  ftgned  and  felled  by  the 
Engltih  Commiflioners,  and  a  copy  of  it  Ihall  afterward^  be 
filmed  and  foaled  by  the  Prefident  and  SeJet*  Committee  of 
Fort  St.  George,  and  returned  to  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun 
Bahauder  in  one  month,  or  fooner  if  poffible ;  and  the  feme 
•ihall  be  acknowledged  under  the  hands  and  feah  of  the  Go* 
vornor  General  and  Council  of  Bengal,  and  the  Governor  and 
&ele&  Committee  of  Bombay,  as  binding  upon  all  the  govern- 
ments in  Iudia;  and  copies  of  the  treaty,  fo  acknowledged, 
<flaall  be  font  Do  the  faid  Nabob  in  three  months,  or  fooner  if 
fM>iRbfe  In  tfcflrimony  thereof  the  faid  coatra&ing  parties 
ia^e  itgaed,  (bated,  and  tnteKfhangeably  delivered  two  in-* 
ilruments  of  the  fame  tenor  and  date;  to -wit,  the  faid  three 
Cooimiffienars  00  :behajf  .rf  the  honourable  Englifh  EafU 
IndiaCompany,  and  the  Carnafic  Payen  Gaut ;  and  the  faid 
Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun  Bahauder  on  his  own  behalf,  and  the 
doimniona  of  Seringapatam  and  Hyder  Nagur,  &c.  Thus 
executed  at  Mangulore  (oth»rwife<caUedtCodia)  Bunder)  this 
41  th  day  of  March,  and  year  17.84.  of  the  Chriftian  sera,  and 
1 6th  day  of  the  snoon&abiUafany,  in  the  yearof  the  H.igeira 
-U98.  (Signed). 

Tippoo  .Soltauri'*  Jlnthoty  S*dkir>  i(L.SJ 

(\  'Ge*.  Leonard  Staunton*   (L.S.) 

/  Joh*<HuddteJion,     •    •    (t.S.) 

Signature-  / 

A  true  copy, 

W.  C.  Jack/on, 
Secretary  to  the  Emfcaffy. 

Augujl 
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In  a  Committee  on  the  Eaft-India  Company  relief  biS, 
Lord  Gal  way  in  tbe  chair, 

The  Duke  of  PortUuul  £ud,  he  did  aot  conceive  that  the  The  D.  of 
prefent  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  warranted  the  makuqg  Portland. 
juch  a  dividend  as  this  bill  went  to  allow  them ;  Tiayf  the  bill 
itfclf  declared  as  much,  for  it  fet  forth  that  the  einbarnafled 
fituation  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  was  fuch  as  to  oblige 
them  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  relief,  and  after  granting 
this  relief,  they  were  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  dividend  equal 
to  chat  which  was  made  while  they%  were  in  the  moft  flo»rifli- 
ingcircomftances;  this  was  furety  a  contradiction ;  for  if 
they  were  actually  in  tbofe  diftrefled  crrcurnftances  the  bill 
fet  forth,  how  were  they  to  make  this  dividend  juftly ;  tp 
expend  among  themfelves  what  was  meant  to  be  lavifhed  tin 
them,  inftead  of , paying  their  creditors,  was  a  very  poor  jea- 
fon  for  obtaining  this  bounty — It  might  be  laid,  the  prefent 
bill,  with  refpea  to  allowing  a  dividend  of  eight,per  cent,  wis 
exactly  fimilar  to  one  which  ha4  been  introduced  in  a  late 
Adminiftration,  and  therefore  be  wbulfi  point  out  the  diSe- 
tence  ;  that,  in  the  firft  ,place,  was  merely  a  temporary  bill, 
and  was  to  be  in  force  for  only  fix  months,  while  die  prefent 
was  to  be  a  perpetual  one ;  that  was  brought  in  previous  to 
the  Company's  affairs  having  undergone  a  thorough  invefti- 
gation ;  and  it  was  thought,  to  lower  the  dividend  hefo*e 
that  was  done,  would  in  a  great  meafure  be  prejudging  them: 
fuch  Was  far  from  being  the  cafe  now  ;  an  investigation  hail 
'taken  place  ;  their  poverty  was  known  to  all  the  wofld,  anti 
hy  rio  means  warranted  fucfy,  accordiqgto  their  cirdurhftance*, 
he  might  fay  extravagant  dividend.  It  was  the  intention  ttf 
that  Adminiftration,  in  cafe  they  found  them  in'thi  ilituatidn 
they  fufpe&ed,  and  Which  they  were  fince  proved  to  he,  tb 
'hawlawered  their  dividend  to  hx  per  cem.  to  have  introduced 
'every  fpecies  of  cectmomy  in  their  direction,  and  Sy  every 
bmdahle  means  to  have  endeavoured  to  teffen  their  eriormtws 
debt.  Upon  therview  6f  their  afeirs,  he  did  not  fcaajw  whe- 
ther'they  ou,ght  to  he  allowed  to  make  any  dividend,  but  it 
*wss  very plain,  that  fo  large  a  one  as  eight  per  cent,  wouM 
*he  tery  improper ;  he' therefore  intended,  tvhen  they  tame  to 
that  claufe,  to  triofv'e  an  amendment,  and  to  have  the  word 
"  fix"  inferted  inftead  of  «« eight.*' 

The  Earl  of  jrtW^te'fiid,  *  It  h  not  *  fitfle  curious  to  TheEirf  »f 
ifee  noble  Lords  tettrrnixrg  to^th*  charge,  after  having  fo  ig-  Abl°8*oa« 

K't  Tiormmoufry 
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nominioufly  deierted  their  colours:  I  fay  ignominioufly,  my 
Lords,  becaufe,  after  making  a  lhew  as  if  they  meant  to 
ftorm  the  citadel  itfelf,  and  retreating  without  even  an  at- 
tempt to  do  fo,  they  are  now  advancing  in  all  the  pomp  of 
battle  array,  to  attack  a  poor  little  out-poft,  fcarcely  worthy 
of  notice;  though  yet  fufficiently  ftrong  (as  I  trufl  will  ap- 
pear) to  defeat  the  prowefs  of  fuch  afiailants. 

•*  My  Lords,  my  metaphor  is  in  the  eye  of  your  Lord- 
ihips'  comprehension,  and  needs  no  other  explanation  from 
me,  than,  that  I  came  down  the  other  day,  by  fummons, 
to  the  Houfe,  to  hear  what  the  coalitionifts  had  to  fay  againft 
the  bill  for  regulating  the]  affairs  of  India,  and  I  found  them 
dumb.  I  am  now  here  upon  the  bill  for  the  relief  df  the 
Company,  and  I  find  them  about  to  be  reftored  to  their 
foeech.  For  my  part  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  your  Lord- 
rfiips  with  any  arguments  of  mine  upon  the  prefent  bill.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  neceffary  confe- 

?uenceofwhat  went  before;  for  to  regulate  the  affairs  of 
ndia,  and  then  not  to  fupport  that  regulation  by  every  pot- 
9  fible  means  of  relief,  is.  a  compound  of  heterogeneous  policy 

fit  only  for  the  adoption  of  a  difcordant  coalition.  But,  my 
Lords,  being  upon  my  legs,  and  it  having  been  faid  of  the 
bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  affairs  of  India,  as  having  pow- 
ers unconstitutionally  veiled  in  it,  I'  will  fay  one  word  upon 
that  point.  In  any  other  view  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  your 
Lordfhips  with  any  alterations  of  mine.  The  oriental  know- 
ledge of  that  bill  is  a  fpecies  of  knowledge  which  1  do  not 
poffefs,  nor  did  I  ever  afpire  to.  It  is  to  the  policy  of  the 
pill  that  J  have  {imply  and  folcly  looked.  And  here,  my 
Lords,  wbilft  in  this  view  of  it  I  feel  every  fatisfa&ion  that 
J  can  defire,  whilft  I  perceive  every  endeavour  to  accommo- 
date the  fubjeft  iriatter  of  that  bill  to  the  juftice,  to  the  po- 
licy, and  to  the  welfare  of  this  country,  that  fatisfa&ion  in 
pie,  and  thofe  endeavours  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters, 
^re  not  a  little  heightened  by  the  contraft,  which,  in  com- 
panion, that  bill  bears  with  the  bill  of  His  Majefty's  late 
Minifters  upon  the  ftme  occafion.  In  that  bill  I  fee  a  defire 
to  leave  us  t)ie  Conftitution  we  have ;  a  Conftitution,  one 
atom  of  which  I  never  will  confent  to  part  with;  I  fee  a  de- 
fire of  preferring  thofe  rights  in  the  Legislature,  without  the 
prefervation  of  which,  we  cannot  hold  the  Conftitution  we 
now  ppffefe;  I  fee  a  difpofition  of  accommodation,  not  only 
ft>  the  rights  of  the  Legiflature,  but  even  to  the  parties  inte- 
jrefted  and  concerned  in  the  regulations  propofed,  A  difpo- 
fition 
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fition  neceflary,  perhaps  wife,  and  yet,  my  Lords,  \f  Acre 
be  any  part  of  that  bill  I  objeft  to,  it  is  in  this  fingle  inftance. 
I  think  it  had  been  more  conftitutional  if  fome  of  the  powers 
given  to  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  had  been  lodged  in  the  Crown, 
and  not  only  more  conftitutional,  but  with  more  fafety,  and 
with  more  real  benefit  to  the  public,  but  this  is  matter  of  opi- 
nion of  which  experience  muft  be  the  proof.  This  is  what  I 
fee  in  that  bill ;  but,  what  did  I  fee  in  the  other  ?  The  very 
reverfe  of  all  this.  A  violation  of  chartered  rights  in  the 
very  teeth  of  thofe  who  poffeffed  thofe  rights  ?  An  abfolutc 
and  xttreft  confifcation  of ,  private  property  ;  an  attack  upon 
the  juft,  legal,  and  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  A 
new  executive  power  fct  up  in  the  ftaite,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  placed  an  afpiring  and  an  ambitious  man.  A  fituation, 
to  which  if  he  had  arrived,  we  fhould  have  feen  him,  al- 
though not  wearing  the  crown  upon  his  head,  actually,  and 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  the  Governor  of  this  country; 
for,  what  was  his  fituation^  my  Lords?  Placed  at  the  head 
of  feven  nominees  of  his  own,  they  pouring  the  wealth  and 
treafureof  the  Eaft  into  his  lap,  with  a  patronage  befides, 
infinitely  greater  than  the  Crown  poflefles.  Againft  fuch  a 
fituation,  what  ftruggle  could  the  Crown  have  made,  and 
what  had  become  of  the  Conftitution  of  this  country,  when 
property  had  been  thus  invaded,  and  monarchy  fo  divefted  . 
of  its  rights? 

4<  This  was  the  bill  for  regulating  the  Eaft-Indies  :  That 
upon  which  oppfiotion  was  dumb,  was  the  bill  for  the  fame 
purpofe ;  and  with  this  view  of  the  fubjeft,  I  leave  the  mat- 
ter with  your  Lordfhips:  Not  being  able,  however,  to  fit 
down  without  holding  up  my  eyes  and  hands  againft  that  ac- 
curfed  coalition,  without  which,  thofe  noble  Lords,  who 
from  the  very  letter  and  fpirit  of  their  own  protefts  upon 
the  Journals  of  the  Houfe,  ought  to  have  beerp  the  very  fore- 
moft  in  the  fupport  of  the  prefent  Eaft-India  bill,  are  now 
protefting  againft  their  own  protefts,  land  placing  themfclvea 
in  a  fituation  pitiable,  if  not  cenfurable,  even  in  their  own 
fight." 

Lord  Waljingham  faid,  the  bill  before  their  Lordfhips  had  Lor*  Wal- 
feveral  points  in  view ;  it  firft  went  to  give  the  Company  that  fin*k**» 
relief  which  they  were  at  prefent  in  want  of;  then  to  enable 
them  to  accept  thofe  bills  which  had  been  drawn  upon  them, 
and  to  permit  them  to  make  a  dividend  that  they  had  long 
been  accuftomed  to;  that  their  affairs  fhould  juft  now  be 
father  enjbarraffedj  did  pot  by  any  means  imply  that  they 

were 
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were -not  in  afolvent  condition*  or  call  for  a  diminution  of 
their  dividend  oh  account  of  their  inability  tt>  fatisfy  every 
demand  upon  them  at  this  moment-;  when  it  was  considered 
■     ib  tybat  expence  they  had  beeb  put  by  the  late  war,  and  the 
alMancc  they  h>d  given  us  in  the  Indies,  it  could  not  be  any 
shatter  ©f  furprife  that  theyk  as  well  as  every  other  part  of 
tfre  community,  ftiould  feel  its  effe£U;  on  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  befides  the  400,600!^  they  agreed  to  pay  a  ccr- 
Vain  Turn  For  every  regiment  of  regulars  which  mould  be 
fcnt  over  fbr  the  protection  of  their  territories,  befides  an  al- 
lowance to  the  fhips  of  the  line  engaged  in  that  fervice :  thie 
was  found  to  prefs  very  heavy  on  them  during  the  late  war, 
but  this  did  not  induce  them  to  wifh  to  abandon  the  country 
in  ber  diftrefs;  on  the  contrary,  burdened  as  they  were  with 
'the  cxpences  of  a  war  neither  brought  on  by.  them,  nor  in 
thehr  territories,   they  generoufly  gave  three  Alps  of  the 
.line  to  the  fervice  of  the  public,  and  yet  now  there  appeared 
.a  Vackwardnefs  to  retrieve  them  frfcta  that  diftiefs  whioh 
had  been  brought  upon  them  ;  Government  was  nioft  cer- 
tainly of  great  fervlpe  to  them,  and  when  the  fohje&  was 
^propefW  confidered,    they  woyld   be  found   to  be  of  in* 
finite  fervice  to  the  public— the  furos  they  paid  for  their 
"charter,  to  the  excife,  cuftoms,  &c.  .were  very  considerable, 
and  therefore  it  was  highly  ncceftary  to  give  a  tranfient  fop- 
port  to  the  Company,  left  a  decreafe  in  the  revenue  fhould 
be  the  confequenct  of  their  prefent  ^mberraffment-^— befides, 
there  Was  a  kind  of  agreement  that  they  (hould  hare  the  re- 
lief which  this  bwl  held  out,  for  it  was  00  that  principle 
they  had  come  to  the  refolutton  of  coofpntiog  tolhe  regu- 
lations, contained  in  that  bill  which  fo  very  lately  patted  their 
Lordlhips— The  bills  that  it  wis  mfeant  to  allow  them  to  ac- 
cept were  thofe  which  had  been  drawn  on  them  for  goods 
'puTchafed,  and  which  were  either  now  arrived,  or  on  their 
jpaifage  home— the  want  of  money  there  rendered  the  fervants 
of  the  Company  incapable  to  pbrchafe  freight  for  their  {hip- 
'pipgVthey  therefore  had  no  other  alternative  ibato  either  tb 
draw  oh  the  Company  here  beyond  the  furft  allowed  by  a& 
of  Parlraracnt,  or  to  let  the  fhips  Jay  by  /or  a  twelvemonth, 
.,   .         and  to  fee  the  .goods  carried  to  another  market,  there  beir\g  ac- 
tually at  that  time  00  lefs  t^an  fourteen  foreign  fhips  in  to- 
"dia,  who  were  waiting,  and  would  have  been  happy  in  fuch 
*an  opportunity  4  they  wifely  had  preferred  the  former,  and 
'it  would  be  extremely  tnijuft  not  to  permit  the  Corhpany  to 
'accept  thole* drafts  ior  which  it  might  almoft  be  fadd  they  had 
,      J'. ..'.  '    *  '  property 
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property  in  hand— as  to  the  dividend  of  fight  per  cent,  ijie 
couid  pQt  fee  the  ieaft  reafon  why  it  fhould  not  be  ajlpwed, 
but  many  ftrong  ones  in  it$  favour ;  it  was  very  ne  ceflfa.ry 
that  the  credit  of  the  Company  ftiould  be  maintained,  ap4 
this  could  not  be  done,  was  the  dividend  to  be  k>^ef,e<£; 
there  wcj;e  many  foreigners  who  had  property  i#  rthi  Qonjr 
f#mjfs  funds,  who  would  take  the  alarm  at  fijeh  at  mcafur£, 
and  perhaps  be  induced  immediately  to  fell  out,  pot  only  up 
the  detrimept  of  the  Company's  credit,  but  raighjt  a&fy.  tihje 
funds  ia  general;  for  which  reafdn  he  Jjtaidg  ,og$otn  ikf 
coition  wjbicb  the  noble  Duke  had  faid  Jbe  Jjatenjled  tf> 
ipake, 

I,ord  Stvmpnt  fcpnp£ng  himfelf  ^IJuded  to  Iw.  the.  nok^e  tori  vm. 
Lord  who  .(poke  $rft,  ?fl!ured  him,  that  fa  far  from  paying  st0nn0lli» 
been  durnb  on  the  pecafion  alluded  toj  he  found  hia^felf greatly 
indebted  to  the  Houfe  for  their  indulgecvce,  an<J  °^ght  ta  apipr 
logi^e  for  haying  teen  fo  prolix  on  that  peca/ion.    H^d^ 
noble  Lord  been  in  hip  place.,  he  would  haye  heai;d  hffljuKr 
tempt  to  deliver  his  fentiment$.at  large  t^ppo^t :  their  Lotdr 
(hips  had  done  him  the  honour  t;o  lilTen.  to  thqfe  fejiitLoieoi^ 
and  he  vo^ld  not  trouble  them '  with  a   wpeti^ippi  nor  -Jijp 
opinion  upon  another  fubjeft,  which  the  noble  Xw?d  ,ba<l 
thought  proper  \p  touch  upon,  bu;t  confine  himfejfqntirely 
to  the  biJLt  th^|i  be/ore  the  Houfe-    This  bill  Appeared  jo  iunpt 
to  be  one  pf  the  grefiteft  contradictions  ip  itfelf  that  #cas  ever 
brougbt  £oc  their  Lofdfhips  to  determine  jipqir:  it  fet.opt 
with  begging  relief  for  the  Company,  being  unable  toestri* 
cate  themfelves  from  their  embarraflWnts;— ?nd  by  .way  of         l 
providing  againft  their  falling  into  a  fi(piWnjedicjuii^t,:t^ey 
were  allowed  to  dp  what  ?  Why  immediately  to  fqqander  away 
that  pipney  which  was  to  be  given,to  them;  ,Uvt.^vjask  tp 
ispake  as  large  VdivUIend  as:  ftey  qjade  when:  their  aifairs  Wie  . 
in  the  moft  ftourilhing  cond  tiop.    He  befeyefl  it  was  *}jc 
firft  time'  that  it  had  ever  been  fqggefisd,  t}iAt  a  tqejcchafk 
owjld  retrieve  himfelf  by  coruinuing  ^hat.  e^pen^ jt^ k.  wh^q^ 
hepurfued  during  his  getting  behindhand  j.^ 
be  laughed  at  in  apriyate  concern;  and  ^  jjoliticsaaAthe  a£r  im 
fairs  pf  ftate  were  faid  to  bearafimilitude,  as  a  great  tetter 
to  a  frftall  one*  fo  he.thought  ins  this  cafe  fuch  a  projiofitipp 
wa$  ridiculous.    The  noble JLorti  vfho  (poke  iaft  ti^^ffigned 
a  reafon  for  Its  ;beipg  brought  forward  ;  it  was.  the  terms  pf 
the  bargain  between  the  Mihifter.^pd  the  Company  $  but  h$i 
could  fcarcely  credit  that  a  Mipifter  Qf.  this  country  wpujdfo 
far  degrade  himfelf  as -to  epifunence  afecret  negociation  with 
<  any 
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anybody  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  and  like  wife  to  enter  into 
a  ftipulation  for  the  fake  of  carrying  on  a  favourite  meafure ; 
1>ut  provided  that  was  the  fad,  their  Lordflbips  could  not  be 
bound  to  ratify  a  treaty  they  had  never  heard  of,  as  no  fuch 
thing  was  even  hinted  at  during  the  progrefs  of  the  other  bill ; 
it  was  foflicient  for  them  to  confider  whether  the  Company 
were  or  were  not  in  diftrefs  ;  if  they  were  in  diftrefs,  and 
Which  he  verily  believed  to  be  the  cafe,  they  certainly  ought 
to  be  relieved  ;  but  then  they  were  certainly  incapable  to  make 
the  dividend  propofed  ;  if  tney  were  able  to  make  this  divi- 
dend, they  could  not  be  faid  to  be  in  want  of  relief :  one  of 
thefe  fuppofitions  muft  be  the  cafe  ;  and  of  courfe  the  bill, 
which  went  to  provide  for  both,  muft  certainly  be  abfurd. 
The  noble  Duke  had  referred  to  the  bill  which  palled  in  1773, 
upon  which  he  fhould  alfo  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  :  at 
that  time  the  Company's  flock,  by  art  and  artifice,  was  raifed 
to  270,  and  the  dividend  to  twelve  and  an  half  per  cent.  He 
did  npt  mean  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  methods 
made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe,  but  merely  to  ftate,  that  by  way 
of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  Company,  and  to  prevent  a 
South-fea  bubble,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  lower  their 
dividend  to  fix  per  cent,  and  this  was  done  without  any  in- 
jury, but  to  an  apparent  advantage  of  the  Company.  Ru- 
mour informed  him,  and  rumour  had  been  pretty  right  of 
late,  of  a  fecret  which  he  would  flate  to  the  Houfe :  it  had 
occurred  in  -a  place  which  was  not  remarkable  for  keeping  fe- 
crets,  and  therefore  no  wonder  that  rumour  had  got  hold  of 
it  ; — it  faid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  fo  con- 
vinced of  the  impropriety  of  granting  fo  large  a  dividend  as 
eight  per  cent,  that  he  actually  had  determined  on  fending 
the  bill  to  the  Houfe  with  only  fix ;  this  however  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  been  diverted  from,  but  how  * 
Not  by  convincing  him  he  was  wrong,  but  by  its  being  al- 
jedged  that  the  proprietors  would  not  be  fatisfied,  many  of 
Whom  were  foreigners,  who  would  likely  fell  out,  and  fome 
other  cogent  reafons  from  another  quarter,  that  prevailed  oa 
him  to  give  up  the  point  even  againft  his  own  opinion.  Thus 
far  fard  rumour ;  and  although  he  could  not  attempt  to  deter- 
mine oh  its  veracity,  yet  he  thought  it  was  very  likely,  for  he 
believed  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  well  as  any  other 
rhan*  muft  fee  the  abfurdity  of  making  fo  large  a  dividend  as 
the  bill  went  to  allow*  while  they  were  in  their  prefent  cir- 
curnftances  ;  -a*  to  the  lowering  the  dividend  having  any  pof- 
£We  effect  to  the  injury  of  the  Company's  credit,  was  ridicu- 
lous; 
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lous  ;  for  at  the  time  it  was  reduced  from  twelve  and  an  half 
to  fix,  no fuch  thing  happened;  why  then  ihould  it  be  exT 
pe&ed  to  have  a  different  effect  when  it  was  .reduced  only  twp 
per  cent.  ?  For  his  part,  he  was  of  a  firm  opinion,  it  wouli 
*u£fc  to  the  advantage  of  the  Company  ;  for  every  man  might  .. 
•draw  this  conclufion;  they  are  now  actually  determined  tQ  :n 

pay  off  their  debts,  and  in  a  fhort  time  We  (hall  undoubtedly 
4iave  a  much  larger  dividend ;  if,  however,  matters  of  this 
kind  were  to  meet  the  approbation  of  theHoufe,  becaufe  they 
were  introduced  by  a  Minifter,  why  might  he  not  as  well  at  .% 
once  tell  them  fuch  a  meafure  was  requifite,  he  had  de- 
termined upon  it,  and  not  trouble  them  with  the  form  of 
paffingabill  at  all  $  for  it  was  rather  unlucky  for  a  bill  of 
this  kind,  that  it  was  made  public  all  over  the  kingdom* 
and  very  juft  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  that  it  fhould  be  fp< 
it  was  unlucky,  however,  in  this  inftance,  becaufe  there  w*p 
jiot  an  apprentice  boy  behind  the  counter,  nor  a  cohler  in 
his  (la  11,  but  would  be  able  immediately  to  fee  the  abfurdity 
of  this  bill,  which  had  been  fubmitted  to  their  Lord.fhips*  wifr 
dom  ;  that  is,  tf  it  fhould  pafs  in  its  prefent  form  ;  the  M'\r 
nifter,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  the  Miniftry,  might  hold 
themfelves  highly  obliged  to  their  £,ordfhjps  for  their  ready 
acquiefcence  to  every  proportion  brought  forward,  and  fqr 
their  quiet  adoption  of  every  nte^fiir*  introduced*  However 
abfurd  :  but  fuch  a  mode  of  conduct  would  be,  to  render  that 
Houfe  entirely  ufelefs,  and  their  attendance  totally  unneces- 
sary. Having  Hated  a  variety  of  other  arguments,  and  drawa 
a  comparifon  with  all  the  other  bills  that  hsu},  pafied  fince 
the  year  1773,  his  Lord/hip  concluded  with  declaring  i*e  '../ 
fhould  fupport  the  noble  Duke's  motion  for  reducing  the  divi- 
dend to  fox  per  cent. 

The  Earl  of  jibing  Jon  faid,  he  had  not  alluded  to  the  fecond  The  Earl  of 
reading  of  the  former  bill  ;  he  had  come  to  the  Houfe  to  hear  Abin*don» 
what  would  have  been  faid  on  it  on  the  third  reading,  when    . 
the  whole  phalanx  of  oppofuion.  had  attended,  and  not  pne 
of  them  opened  his  mouth  ;  he  remembered  the  noble  Li?.rd 
had  fpoke  on  the  fecond  reading*  and  he  heartily  wifhed,  that    . 
previous  to  that  he  had  been  deaf,  or  the  noble  Lord  dumb, 
as  he  then  fhould  have  efcaped  hearing  fuch  a  farrago  of  honi- 
baftic— £Here  his  tordihip  was  called  to  order  by  the  whole    ,  , 
Houfe,J  ,'        ,.    . 

Lord  fValfinghanx  faid,  the  noble  Vifcount  muft  $ave  njiJT-  Lord  Wal- 
'*  understood  him  ;  he  had  meant;  to  ftate,  that  the  fuppofitioii  fin«k«»? 
of  fotne  fuch  relief  being  granted  to  the  Company,  as  was  in,- 

Vol.  XVI.  I  tended 
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Vended  by  this  bill,  had  induced  them,  at  fr  General  Court,  te 
rome  to  the  resolution  of  contenting  not  to  oppofe  thofe  re*. 
feulations  that  were  contained  in  the  bill  which  had  fo  lately 

The  LoH  ^\}&L&4  Chancellor  could  not  conceive  how  the  debate' 
ph*#p\or.fai  taken  fuch  a  turn  ;  for  the  regular  mode  wis  to  let  the 
preamble  bfe  read,  and  if  there  was  no  objedion  to  that,  to 
pan's  on  through  the  different  denies,  until  they  came  to  die 
pfie  in  which  the  alteration  was  meant  to  be  made;  but 
here  the  preamble  of  a  bill,  *  which  was  meant  for  federal  pur- 
pofei,  ;was  quoted  for  the  opportunity-  of  fhewing  what  was. 
called  the  abfurdity  of,  in  fad,  a  part  of  a  claufe ;  for  of 
their  Lord/hips  had  taken  the. trouble,  they  would  have 
fotind  the  remainder  would,  in  a  great  meafu  re*  have  fatisfieA 
their  doubts ;  it  was  very  certain  that,  the  Eaft-India  Com* 
pahy  were  at  this  moment  in  want  of  fome  relief  to  maintain 
their  credit,  until  they  fhould  have  an-opportuntty  of  turning 
that  property,  which  was^as  good  as  money,  intoteady  fpecie; 
f>u$  then  indeejl  one  part  of  the  bill  allowed  4hem  to  make  a 
dividend,  and  to  maintain  their  credit  by  making  it  the  (ame 
it  had  bein  for  fome  years  4  this  was  accounted  *a  direft  conv 
traHiftion  and  abfurdity,  becaufe  it  did  not  provide  for  re- 
.  glueing  the  debt  with  which  it  was  incumbered,  when,  in 
reality,  the  very  fame  claufe  faid,  that  all  the  furplus,  reve- 
nues, &c;  fliould  be  appropriated  to  that  purpofe ;  but  yet 
fix  per  cent,  was  thought  infinitely  better  than  the  eight:  he 
fliould  Jike  be 'be  informed  why  fix  m  particular  ?  The  noble 
Duke,  indeed,  had  laid  they  had  better  make  no  dividend  at 
all,  but  this  he  fuppofed  would  not  be  infilled  upon,  fix, 
however,  feemed  the  favourite  fan  j  for  why,  he  did  not  at 
jprefent  know,  as  he  could  not  fee  that  it  was  worth  while  to 
hazard  the  reputation  Of  the  'Company  for  64,0001.  which  was 
the  whole  that  would  be  faved  by  tl>e  redudion,  notwithftanuV 
ing  the  alarrrf  that  fiich  *  mearare  would  ^ive  as  to  the  Jot* 
irfehcy  of  the  Company  ;  the  idea  of  foreigners  felling  out* 
^had^en  treated  with  a  degree  of  levity,  but  to  him  it  ap* 
Reared  in  a  very  ferious  point  of  view ;  in  the  year  1773, 
Which  had  been  alluded  to,  foreigners  had  a  confrderable  pro* 
pferty  !h  the  Co'mpany^  funds;  but  it  wasfmaH  in  compan- 
ion to  What  they  had  at  this  tiro*  %  they*  had-  then  fold  out 
yery  faft  on  the  yedu£tion  of  the  dividend,  and  it  was  natural 
-to  ftfppo/e  they  would  4o  tflie  fanfe*ow,  which  would  be  of 
thte  utmdlft  con fequence,  as  it  woaM  reduce  the  pi: fee  of  their 

.  -     -  .■--.*■.  ...  Covfern* 
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Gaverpn^  undoubtedly  ought  to  have  a  potter,  to  f  cgp^ 
late  the  dividends  of  a  Company,  who  had  the  fete  trade:  of 
%  country*  to  the  exclutioo  of  every  Other  fubjeA  of  a  Large 
country,  left  they  (hould  not  a£k  to  the*  advantage  of'  tha 
qoqiEBuajty  at  large,  which  had  been^he  cafe  in  the  South-* 
Sea  huftaefc ;  but  there  was  not  the  leaft  fimilarity  betweeq^ 
that,  and  the  prefent.     By  what  fheans,  dr  upon  what  princi-^ 
pie,  was  the  fum  this  Company  ought  to  divide,  to  be  decide^ 
upon*    Wa#  every  .demand  which  Government  had  upoqj, 
them  to  be  firft  paid,  and  then  allowed  to  divide  the  reft,  ,at 
be  did  not  fuppofe  it  was  meant  to  be  argued,  that  an  opinion^ ;' 
of  their  folvency  ought  to  be  taken  from  their  ready  cafh?^;. 
There  werfc  .very  few  merchants,  he  bettered,  would  \i%$  m 
their  credit  to  be  decided  upon  on  fuch  a  principle.    It  Was  ^/ 
pretty  theory  enough  to  compare  the  tnetfrbd  of  co^duftid^1 
private  concerns  to  thofe  of  apeblic  nature  ;  but  the  noble  \ 
Vi&ount  was  too  good  a  politician  to  mean  any  thing  of  thai; 
nature  feripufly*  -  That  a  Minifter  fhould  confult  with  i 
body  of  men  on  what  was  likely  to  prove  to  their  mutual 
advantage*    was  alio  arraigned  as  very  improper ; ""bur  he* 
hoped  h$  fhould  never  fee  the- day  whtn  a  Mini&er  would  be 
abov*  ac$pRK»odating  and  acceding  to  what  was  proved  would^   . 
be  tothe/aoWantage  of  the.  body  concerned,  and  the  Public 
*t  Jfrrge^  •  A*  to  tie  tvNKdur,  he  knew  nothing  at  all  of  it; 
hut  he  wctild  venture  to  fayt  that  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excjbeque*  had .feb*red'  his  plan,  it  had  been  for  no  other 
reafbn,  than  upon,  fccoqvi&icta  it  was  juft  fo  to  dd  ;  nay,  ru- 
moue  now  through*  hifn  intelligence  {ajfeper  was  put  in  his 
LondChip^hanty  tjutt.it  was  nofuch  thing,  and  the  bill  hadl 
not.  keen  draw  up  wifh  fix  per  cent,  j'  and  he  fancied  his  wa^ 
a  prjHty  jtuthefttie  fu#OUrj-  a*  he  believed  it  came  from  the';  [] 
hand  whi$h dfew.tb*-biU:«  beiaw  noothcr  reafdn  for  reducing  J' 
the  dividend* ta the  favonrite  fix,  thin  that  it  would  give"  a  \ 
tetro(pe&,to>laTgejy  which  did  pot  deny  their  profits  being 
equal  Ito  that , of  tight ;  and,  forhis^W,  he  thought  ej^hj 
per  cenj.  was  as  Hale  as  could  be  allowed  for  a  trading  Cortw     ^ 
pa-ay  ;  jhenoUe  Vifco^nt  doubtleft  knew  fufficiently  well, 
ihattiW  trade;  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom  would  not  be  in  '  ' 
fc  fiounihing  a  ftaUv  if  the  merchant  made'  nb  more  tbaA  *    ^ 
eight  pet  cenc , of'. bis-  money,     provided  the  trill  had  beeri ?  / 
drawo  i*p  in  that  atfurd  manner  in  which  it  had  teen  laid 
out,  fceftiould  have  been  as  much  againft  its  going  into  the 
world  as  any  man  ;.  but  the  claufes  appeared  to  him  to  be  pert 
fc&ly  <rorre#t  thcar  inteirtiQQs  perfectly  clear,  and  ^e  end* 
L  a  they 
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they  were  intended  for,  he  doubted  not,  would  be  folly  an- 
fwered. 

'  Sttowrn'  ^°fd  VIfcount  S^rmtmt  ft'1*1  declared  ht  had  confidence  in 
fittoat.  ^  rpmQ0^.  ^jjjgij  jjacj  brought  to  him  an  account  of  the  al- 
teration ;  he  knew  rumours  of  late  had  been  pretty  coireft  ; 
he  had  himfelf  proved  one  tt>  be  a  fa&  upon  a  fubjeft  which 
Was  fcarccly  credible,  and,  therefore,  he  had  little  doubt  of 
the  authenticity  of  the  prefent :  but  to  the  point — the  noble 
ihd  learned  Lord  wiflied  to  know  why  a  fix-per-cent.  dhri- 
dend  was  to  be  preferred  to  an  eight-per-cent.  one  ;  he  would 
tiell  him  his  reafon— Qfcce  more  to  return  to  the  bill  brought 
id  in  1773/  ^at  biU  reduced  the  dividend  from  twelve  and  a 
half  per  centv  td  fix,  not  only  for  the  time  being,  but  to  con* 
linue  until  the  Company's  bond  debt  was  reduced  t# 
1 ,500,0001.  now  it  was  upon  the  fame  principle  he  wifhed  to 
fee  it  reduced  at  prefent ;  for  fuppofing  the  Company  to  be 
in  fuch  good  circumftances  as  the  learned  Lord  did,  frOm 
yhicji,  hbvvever,  he  widely  differed,  by  dividing  fix  percent. 
they  would  certainly  be  enabled  to  reduce  their  bond  debt 
much  fooner,  and  of  courfe  be  fooner  enabled  to  raife  their 
dividends  as  this  faving  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  their 
charter  would  amount  to  between  5  and  6oo,oooL  ;  befides, 
in  the  prefent  diftrefled  fituation  of  the  kingdom,  when  the 
neceffities  of  the  State  required  repeated  burdens  to  be  laid 
on  the  People,  when  the  primary  nccefftries  of  life  were  dr>- 
liged  to  be  taxed,  to  raife  fufficient  fupplies,  he  could  not  pa* 
tientry  fee  the  ftipend  wrenehed  from  the  hard  hand  of  the 
peafant,  to  fatisfy  the  extravagance  of  a  few  individuals 
The  learned  Lord  had  faid,  that  he  knew  it  to  be  a  faflr,  tha* 
the  foreigners  fold  out  at  the  time  it  was  reduced  before,  and, 
therefore,  be  would  not  con  trad  i&  him.  [The  Lord  Chan* 
cellor  faid  acrofs  the  Houfe, **  he  was  told  lb,  and  he  believed 
."it."]  The  learned  Lord,  however,  believed* it,  and  he 
would  take  it  for  granted,' it  was  abfolutety  fo ;  but  what  did 
thit  prove  ?  Why  ncithcT  more  nor  iefs*  than  that  the  fo- 
reigners felling  out  wis  of  no  confequence  whatever;  the 
experiment,  according  to  this  account,  bad^een  tried)  and 
yet  the  credit  of  the  Company  was  not  the  leaft  injured*  but 
at  that  time  gained  tcpute.  He  was  forry  when  be  found  # 
Miniver  feared  by  artifice  and  vague  report  from  his  i  ft  ten- 
ttons  j  he  ought  to  pofiefs^a  fteadinefc  to  his  purpose  above  thfc 
power  of  fucn  trifles  ;  artrfice  had,  however,  Succeeded  m 
this  inftance,  and  the  juft  ideas  of  the  Minifter  had  given 
way  to  the  idle  repert  that  foreigners  woqld  fell  out,  and  be 

-  ,      ha4 
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Itad  fabftituted  an  injurious  mca&tre  in  its  ftcad :  one  mo* 
agent's  thought  was  fufficient  to  prove  the  abfurdity  of  having 
paid  any  attention  to  tych  report ;  for  if  thcfe  foreigners 
were  fo  inclined,  would  they  be  deceived  into  a  fecuruy  by 
the  dividend  of  eight  per  cent.  ?  Would  they  not  infpe&  the 
Company's  accounts,  and  judge  for  themfelves  i  And  was  it 
not  their  iotereft  then,  to  obtain  as  large  a  dividend  as  poffi^ 
ble,  and  fell  oat  while  the  fund  was  at  the  higheft )  He, 
therefore,  continued  in  his  opinion,  that  the  dividing  of 
fix  percent,  would  be  a  benefit,  and  not  an  injury  to  the 
Company, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  replied,  and  went  into  a  defence  of  Tfa»  Lor4 
taxing  neceflaries,  as  more  efficient  than  thofe  laid  on  lux*  ch*nct*ia* 
uric*,  and,  therefore,  it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  taking  from 
the  hard  hand  of  the  pcafant ;  and  thofe  Minifters  who  were, 
fo  very  fond  of  taxing  trifles,  did  it  more  for  the  fake  of 
popularity  than  fervice  to  the  country.  He  likewife  defended 
the  principle  of  continuing  the  dividend  at  eight  per  cent* 
It  was  underftood  to  have  been  fixed  as  unalterable,  when  the 
Company  renewed  their  charter  with  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
North)  then  in  Adminiftration,  (and  againft  whom  he  did 
not  mean  to  caft  the  leaft  fhadow  of  reflection)  until  their 
.finances  allowed  them  to  advance  it ;  the  fum  that  was  pro- 
ppfed  to  be  faved  was  very  inconfidcrable,  their  revenue* 
Ytctt  very  large*  and  their  profits  authorifed  a  larger  dividend, 
which,  however,  it  was  juft  to  decline,  until  their  debt  ihould 
he  reduced. 

.  The  bill  was  then  read,  .claufe  by  claufe,  which  were  agreed 
to*  until  the  clerk  came,  to  the  one  for  allowing  the  dividend, 
vien 

The  Duke  of,  Portland  made  his  motion,  which  was  ncga- 
lived  wiihonr  a  diyifion. 

.  Auguji  i6» 

.'  The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to 
enable  His  Majetty  to  grant  to  the  heirs  of  the  proprietors, 
Upon  certain  terms  and  conditions,  the  forfeited  eftates  in 
Scotland,, &c.  baying  been  read, 

*  The,  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack  and  defired,  in  that  TheLoH 
IJate  of  the  bufinefs,  and  before  the  bill  had  been  read  a  fe-  Gbancdto* 
C#nd  time,  to  inquire  wh*t  there  was  in  that  bill,  that  ren- 
Jcre'd  it  ueceffary  a  bill  of  fuch  magnitude  fliould  be  pafied 
on  tl>e  fudden,.in  that  period  of  the  ftffioo  When  Paiiiarnerjt 

was 
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m  fo  near  rtfing— and  why  due  and  a  longtime  cookl' 
not  be  allowed  for  its  invcftigation,  by  patting  it  off  till 
another  feffion.  His  Ldrdfhip  faid,  he  lamented  as\  a  pri- 
vate man,  that  he  had  not  heard  any  thing  of  the  proje&  of 
bringing  the  meafure  before  -Parliament  till  it  had  a&oatty 
been  brought  in.  It  had,  however,  happened,  that  the  firlb 
news  pf  it  reached  him,  after  the  bill  had  been  read  a  firft 
time  in  the  other  Houfe;  and  fince  then,  it  was  not  to  bo 
wondered  at,  if  from  the  various  tranfaftions,  in  which  ho 
was  well  Known  to  be  engaged,  he  bad  not  found  leifure  to 
confider  it  with  fufficicnt  attention.  Without  having,  there~ 
fore,  formed  any  opinion  upon  the  meafure,  and  Conse- 
quently without  meaning  to  pronounce  upon  it  either  one' 
way  or  the  other,  he  wiibed  to  ftate  to  their  Lord/hips  Axrb 
obfervations  as  had  fuggefted  themfelvt*  to  his  mind  upon 
the  fubjcft.  His  Lordmip  then  faid,  that  it  would  havo 
appeared  to  htm  more  regular,  if  the  meafure  had  originated, 
in  that  Houfe,  or  rather  with  the  King  himfelf  ;  in  which- 
cafe  i  would  probably  have  bfeen  his  lot  to  have  heard  of  it 
before  ir  wa»  proposed  in  Parliament,  and  have  known  upon* 
what  grounds  His  Majefty  had  been  willing  to  relax  the 
ferity  of  the  laws-  affefting  the  parties  to  whom  the  bilt 
related.  The  form  of  proceeding  then  would  have  bedo  by 
a  mcffagfe  being  brought  from  the 'Grown  to  that  Houfe, 
and  a  communication  of  the  royal  intention  from  that  Moufo 
to  the  other-,  by  their  Ldrdfhip*  feoding  the  bill^  when  they 
had  pa  fifed  h,  to  the-Houfe  of  Commons.  That,  his  Lotd- 
(hip  faid,  would  have  been  more  regular,  and  more  coo/o-  "- 
nant  to  ufage.  Bills  <rf  rerniffioa  and  lenity  having  rarely* 
originated  in  the  other  Houfe,  excepting  only  in  cafes  tha*. 
'  were  partial,  by  which  he  did  not  mean  cafes  that  were  im- 

; property  partial,  but  fuch  as  were  peculiar  and  peribnal,* 
ike  that  of  General  Frazci's  billx  paffed  in  the  14th  of -His: 
Majeftyi     On  the  prefent*  decajion,  the  bill  had  begun  in  • 
the  pjther  Hpufe  as  a  meafure  of  it§  owft,  pppn  the  mo,tjoa 
pf  an  individual  member  in  the  orcfinarjf coiirfe  of  proceeding 
in  other  cafes.     Having  made  theft  remarks,  his  Lordihip" 
.  9J  .proceeded'  cdffoHIy  to  g6  through  the"  bill,  declaring  that; 
*  <    \q  would. not  attempt  to  go  Into  argpment  upon  it^  as  ifelj-  , 
for  thV  featon  He  hafl  ftatedj  viz,  that  Jbefhad  not.  as  jefc 
forme*!  ^riy  opinion"  upoh.it,  as  becaufe  all  argument ^frpuUt 
^e  vairif  if  it  was  determined  that  the  bill  flibuld  paft.    The 
bill,  his  Lprdfllip  obferved,  contained  two  dift)n£t  propo* 
fjuon* :  the  firft  part  was  a  bill  of  repeal*  th*  fecond  a  bill 

ef 
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of  appropriation  of  certain  monies  to  be  rarifed  under  its  au- 
thority. Jt  fet  off  with  reciting  the  rules  of  the  a&s  of  th* 
twentieth,,  and  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  his  late  Majefty,  The 
former  of  thefe  a&s,  it  was  neceffary  to  remind  their  Lord* 
fhips,  ordered  expreffly  that  all  the  monies  arifing  from  the 
eftates  it  declared  forfeited,  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer 
to  be  applied  to  the  King's  ufe.  That  direction  was  take* 
tio  notice  of  in.  the  prefcnt  bill ;  if  it  gaffed,  therefore, 
fome  alteration  m  aft  be  made  in,  the  Committee  to  provide 
for  it.  In  bills  of  a  fimilar  but  left  general- nature,  that  had 
formerly  paffed,  a  fpecial  merit  was  always  alledgcd  as  the 
ground  of  the  bill,  and  as  the  circuopftance  that  made  the 
bill  expedient  to  be  paiTed,  as  in  the  cafe  of  General  Frazer,  ' 
whofe  eftate  had  been  difanncxed  from  the  Crown,  ajid  . 
given  back  to  him  for  his  having  raifed  two  tboufand  men 
in  the  Highlands  for  the  fervice  of  His  Majefty.  In  the 
prefcnt  bill,  the  ground  of  its  expediency,  as  ftated  in  page* 
2  and  3,  was  generally  taken,  and  refted  on  the  obfervfe-  - 
tion," <c  that  no  fubje&s  in  any  part  of  His  Majefty's  domi-  . 
"  nions  are  more  loyal  or  dutiful,  or  better  affected  to  His 
u  Majefty 's  perfon  and  government,  than  the  inhabitants 
**  of  the  Highlands  now  are ;"  to  which  was  fubjoinee)  the 
afiertion,  that  "  many  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  of  all  ranks 
"  and  defcriptions,  have  performed  fignal  fervices  to  their 
€€  coontry  in  the  late  wars  between  Gre^t  Britain  and  its 
"  enemies,  and  more  particularly  the  heirs  and  families  df 
«*  all  or  moil  of  the  attainted  perfons  have  been  employed 
"  in  the  fervice  of  their  lawful  Sovereign*"  With  regard 
to  the  obfervation,  he  had  not  a  dpnbt  of  its  truth ;  nor  did 
he  believe  there  was  at  this  time  of  day  any  part  of  the 
kingdom  in  which  there  was  not  3  loyalty  and-  attachments 
to  the  King,  and  a  regard  for  the  piefent  Government ;  but 
were  their  Lordfliips  accuftomed  to  accept  a  bare  general 
aflertion  as  the  ground  of  an  aft  of  Parliament )  Was  it  con- 
fonantto  the  dignity  of  their  proceedings,  to  take  for  granted 
what  might  not  be  true,  or  what  was  not  known  to  be 
true  by  their  Lordfhipt;  at  leaft  he  did  not  know  it  to 
be  true,  that  all  of  the  perfons  in  whofe  favoer  the 
bill  went,  had  been  in  the  fervice  of  their  Sovereign! 
He  Would  not  on  the  prefent  occafion  follow  rumour ; 
but  was  it  certain  that  all  of  them  had  (ubraitted  to  the 
law,  or  had  conftantly  refided  in  this  country  till  an .  op- 
portunity offered  of  endeavouring  to  deferve  the  favour  df 
the  Crown,  and  to.  attiaft  its  notice*  when  they  had-  fcized 
that  opportunity  qt  carrying  their  endeavours  into  practice, 

and 
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*hd  bad  exerted  therofelves  in  the  public  fervice?  Had 
Wme  of  thadi  followed  the  fortunes  of  their  Prrnce,  as  he 
preteftded  to  be,  and  fled  with  him  whofe  caufe  they  affefted 
to  ferve  *  Thefe  were  furely  queftions  that  ought  to  be  an- 
fwered,  and  the  tfath  of  the  general  aflertton  proved  to 
"their  Lordfhips*  {attraction,  before  it  was  admitted  as  the 
ground  of  an  aft  of  Parliament.  His  Lordfhip  next  ftated 
Jome  reafbns  to  (hew  that  there  might  lie  objections  againft 
the  giving  back  the  eftates«to  all  the  parties  leverally  named 
)n  the  different  claufes,  as  they  appear  in  the  5th,  6th,  ytb, 
and  8th  pages  of  the  bill.  He  fully  explained  the  nature 
of  the  taw  of  Scotland,  as  far  as  related  to  lands  being  held 
in  Wadfett  and  in  reverfal,  in  the  courfe  of  his  obfervations 
on  the  claufe  relative  to  the  lands  and  eftate  of  Archibald 
M'Donald;  and  particularly  animadverted  upon  the  elanfe, 
page  7,  which  enables  the  Crown  to  grant  the  eftate  of  Lord 
John  Druromond  to  his  heirs  male,  whenever  fuch  heirs  male 
ftioutd  be  afcertained.  Having  gone  through  thefe  claufes, 
his  Lordfhip  remarked,  that  there  was  not  any  means  pro- 
Tided  in  the  bill  to  compel  the  grantees  to  pay  the  feveral 
fams  of  money  afleflcd,  as  the  condition  upon  which  they 
were  to  re-enter  their  eftates,  although  by  the  bill  they  were 
to  have  immediate  poffeflion  of  them.  He  pointed  out  the 
inconvenience  that  might  arife  from  this  circumftaoce,  and 
then  ftated,  that  the  lodging  the  money  to  be  raifed  by  the 
bill  in  the  hands  of  a  private  banker,  was  a  meafnre  per* 
feftly  new  at  leaft,  and  not  'a  little  extraordinary.  This 
was  done  by  the  claufe  in  page  9,  which  enafted  that  the 
money  fhotild  be  lodged  in  the  Roykl  Bank  of  Scotland*  for  . 
fuch  intereft  as  could  be  obtained  for  the  fame.  This  mode 
of  difpofingof  the  public  money,  he  owned,  ftartlcd  him 
not  a  little.  He  next  obferved,  that  the  bill  proceeded  to 
grant  the  eftate  of  Alexander  Robertfon,  of  Strowan,  for* 
feted  by  a  decree  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  in  1690,  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  Robertfon,  This,  he  faid, 
might  be  perfectly  right ;  but  if  it  became  rieceffary  to  give 
back  the  eftates  forfeited  in  1690,  and  in  1 745,  why  was  it  ndt 
equally  neceffary  to  give  back  the  eftates  forfeited  in  171 5? 
The  principle  of  juftice  looked  with  an  equal  eye  on  aft 
perfons  of  all  defcriptions,  who  ftood  exactly  in  a  fimitar 
predicament,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  regard  the  perfons  who 
had  on  any  former  occafions  been  attainted  of  high  treefari,* 
let  their  fituation  be  what  it  might,  with  as  much  willing* 
neft  to  relief,  as  any  perfons  who  were  to  be  relieted 
under  the  ptcfent  bill,  and  who  might  have  intereft  tfeoejgti 
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la  procure  the  attendance  of  the  majority  of  the  Peerage 
then  in  town,  in  fupport  of  their  caufe.  It  had  ever,  he 
(aid,  been  the  prevailing  and  fettled  maxim  of  the  JBritiifc 
conftitution,  that  treafon  was  a  crime  of  fuch  a  nature,  * 
cripae  that  went  fo  dire£Uy  to  the  bottom  of  the  government, 
that  nothing  was  adequate  in  punifhment  of  it,  but  the  total 
eradication  of  the  perfon,  his  name  and  family  out  of  that 
fociety  which  he  had  attempted  to  danger,  and  to  wound 
to  the  heart*  Fuit  hac  fapientia  quondam  1  That  was  the 
wifdom  of  former  times  I  That  was  the  rule  of  policy  bid 
down,  and  adopted  invariably!  But  if  a  more  enlightened 
age  thought  otberwife,  and  under  a  notion  of  better  wifdom, 
chofe  to  relax  from  the  eftablifhed  feverity  of  times  paft,  ii 
was  highly  neceffary  their  Lordfiiips  fhould  be  prepared  either 
to  tread  back  the  fteps  they  had  taken  with  the  prefent  bill, 
or  to  find  themfelves  ready,  if  applied  to  by  any  of  the  heirs 
of  the  families  attainted  in  1715,  to  deal  out  to  them  an 
e<jual  portion  of  lenity,  and  to  grant  them  as  much  as  the 
bdl  granted  the  perfons  to  whom  it  related*  Having  very 
pointedly  put  this,  his  Lordfhip  came  to  the  coniidcratioa 
of  the  fecond  objeft  of  the  bill,  viz.  the  mode  and  manner 
of  application  of  the  money  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer 
of  Scotland.  He  faid,  he  faw  no  great  objection  to  the 
applying  part  of  it  by  way  of  reward  to  the  officers  hitherto* 
?pd  at  this  time,  in  the  fervice  of  the  jBpard  of  Trufteet 
appointed  for  the  management  of  the  forfeited  eftates.  The 
next  objed,  of  application,  viz.  the  fum  of  Afteen  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  applied  towards  completing  the  erefitiou  of  a 
repository  for  the  records  of  Scotland,  was  he  thought  every 
way  proper.  It  was  fairly  applying  the  public  money  to  a 
public  ufe,  and  as  fuch  he  highly  approved  it ;  but  he 
thought  of  the  third  obje&,  via.  the  application  of  f  o,oooh 
toward*  completing  the  canal  from  the  Firth  of  Forth  to 
Clyde,  in  a  very  different  manner.  Nothing, he  had  ever 
yet  heard  had  induced,  nor  did  he  believe  any  arguments 
could  be  ufed  that  would  induce  him  to  think  that  a  public 
vie.  Give  him  but  a  public  ufe,  and  he  cared  not  in  what 
part  of  the  ifland  it  was  fituated  between  pakhaefs  aad 
Cornwall;  he  fhould  readily  coafetit  to  let  any  requifite 
portion  of  public  money  bje  applied  to  it.  He  hated  invi- 
dious  diftin&ions  between  the  different  parts  of  the  iflaad  ; 
they  were  unfair  with  reijpedt  to  Scotland,  hateful  with 
regard  to  England;  they  ought  never  to  be  made,  be* 
caufe  which  ever  part  of  the  ifland  wa*  the  local  objctSfc 
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of  application  of  public  money,  if  the  particular  to 
which  it  was  applied  was  of  public  utility,- he  held  that 
it  was  exa&ly  the  fame  thing,  and  that  the  Public  at 
large  were  ferved.  His  Lord  (hip  went  into  fome  little 
detail  in  order  to  fupport  his  pofition  that  the  extenfion  of 
the  canal  acrofs.  Scotland  was  not  a  public  ufe,  but  a  dis- 
tribution of  accommodation  and  advantage  for  the  benefit  of 
individuals,  fie  circumftantially  defcribed  the  various  parts 
of  the  canat  already  completed,  ftated  the  fum  that  had  been 
expended  upon  it,  and  fpoke  of  its  depth,  and  of  the  little 
probability  of  its  being  ever  rendered  navigable  by  (hips  of 
any  fize,  or  at  all  capable  of  entitling  the  navigation  to  be 
confidered  as  a  matter  of  public  utility.  He  compared  it  to 
the  fcheme  of  bringing  water  to  town,  proje&ed  formerly  by 
Middleton,  (afterwards  Sir  Hugh  Middle  ton)  and  mention- 
ed all  the  circumftances  that  had  attended  the  projeft  of  the 
New  River.  He  faid,  the  fituation  of  the  canal  did  not  al- 
ter its  nature,  nor  did  its  being  on  the  other  fide  the  Tweed 
make  it  a  matter  of  public  ufe.  It  was  no  more  fo  than  the 
Staffordfhire  navigation,  or  that  of  any  other  county  foutb 
of  the  Tweed.  After  very  fully  arguing  this,  and  fuggeft- 
ing  a  variety  of  obfervations  relative  to  the  five  per  cent,  in* 
tereft,  and  the  money  claufes,  he  made  fome  general  reflec- 
tions on  the  bill,  and  defired  that  what  he  had  faid  might 
not  be  confidered  as  his  objections,  but  as  his  thoughts  upon 
the  bill.  He  declared  he  was  far  from  meaning  to  impute 
any  improper  motives  to  thofe  from  whom  the  meafure 
came;  he  knew  them  well,  and  knew  their  honour  was 
equal  to  their  great  abilities,  which  was  faying  all  that  he 
could  fay  of  any  men ;  but  abftra&ed  from  perfonal  refpeft 
for  them,  independent  of  his  conviction  of  their  defervedly 
high  characters,  let  them  have  ever  fo  much  abilities,  or  ever 
fo  much  honour,  it  was  incumbent  upon  him,  fitting  upon 
the  woolfack,  to  look  at- every  meafure  that  came  before  the 
Houfe  with  an  unbiased  mind,*  and  with  a  fcrupulous  regard 
to  the  juftice  and  equity  of  the  meafure  itfelf.  In  the  courfe 
pf  what  he  had  fuggefted,  he  defired  not  to  be  understood  as 
having  expreffed  a  wifh  that  the  bill  ihould  be  rejected,  or 
the  meafure  totally  condemned,  He  had  no  fuch  wifti,  nor 
had  he  given  any  opinion  either  for  or  againft  the  meafure, 
?nd  th*t  for  the  beft  of  all  poffible  reafons,  becaufe  he  had 
not  formed  any  opinion.  All  he  had  faid  had  been  merely 
with  a  view  to  convince  their  Lordihips  that  the  bill  confift- 
fd  pf  two  diftinft  objects,  not  very  happily  annexed  and 
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arranged ;  that  it  contained  a  great  variety  of  matter,  that 
required  inveftigation  and  fome  fort  of  proof;  and  that  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  had  been  harried  through  the  other 
Houfe,  rendered  it  impoffible  to  have  been  deliberated  upon 
and  difcuffed  duly  in  that  Houfe,  and  the  very  few  days  that 
remained  of  the  feffion  would  deprive  their  Lordfhips  of  the 
opportunity  of  giving  it  that  attention  which  it  appeared  to 
call  for.  He  faid  farther,  that  poffibly  he  might  ftand  fingle 
in  thefe  fentiments,  but  he  had. thought  it  his  duty  to  dc«» 
clare  them,  and  he  had  done  fo  then,  in  order  to  fave  time, 
becaufe,  if  after  what  he  had  faid,  their  Lordfhips  thought 
proper  to  pafs  the  bill,  he  would  give  them  no  farther  trou- 
ble, but  ihould  of  courfe  abfent  himfelf  from  the  Com- 
mittee, and  not  fay  a  word  upon  the  fubjeft  at  the  third 
reading. 

.  The  Earl  of  Dunmore  rofe  to  fay  a  few  words  in  reply  i  the  Earl  * 
his  Lordfhip  fpoke  highly  in  praife  of  the  grantees  named  in  DttflBI*w 
the  bill,  declaring,  that  the  aftual  fervices  they  had  per-     < 
formed  entitled  them  to  the  protection  and  favour  of  the  Le- 
giflature ;  that  he  rejoiced  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  ap«* 
prpved  of  that  part  of  the  bill  that  provided  for  the  complex 
tion  of  the  new  Regifter  Office  in  Scotland,  and  that  he  dif- 
fered extremely  with  regard  to  the  canal  or  navigation  be-* 
tween  the  Firth  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  thinking  it  a  great 
public  object. 

The  Earl  of  Balcarras  followed  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  on  The  Earl  of 
the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion.  His  Lordflxip  faid  the  bill  Btlcatw* 
was  founded  in  principles  of  humanity,  benevolence,  and 
generofity,  and  in  principles  of  found  and  (olid  policy.  The 
perfons  named  in  it  as  the  objefts  of  the  relief  it  would  ad- 
minifter,  deferved  every  thing  a  grateful  and  a  generous 
country  could  beftow.  His  Lordmip  anfwered  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  queftions  as  to  where  the  grantees  had  redded, 
and  what  fervices  they  had  been  engage^  in  fince  the  rebel- 
lions, for  their  anceftors  taking  part  in  which*  their  family 
eftates  had  been  forfeited.  He  faid,  feveral  of  them*  bank- 
rupt in  fortune,  and  in  every  thing  but  national  fpirit,  had 
been  driven  from  their  native  country  into  exile,  and  had* 
of  neceflity,  gone  into  the  fervice  of  foreign  dates*  Tha* 
in  thole  fervices  they  had  diftinguifhed  thcmfelves  in  a  gal- 
lant manner,  and  raifed  by  their  merit,  had  been  preferred 
to  pofts  of  rank  and  ftation*  Some  of  them  had  been  made 
cplonels,  others  major  generals*  and  others  promoted  to  high 
military  pofts ;  that  they  had  neverthelefs  preferred  their  at- 
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tadknent  to  their  native  country  inviolate ;  and  when  Ac 
policy  of  Great  Britain  differed  diem  to  return,  they  had 
laid  down  their  commiffions  in  the  fervke  of  foreign  power*,, 
lucrative  and  honourable  as  thofe  commiffions  were,  and* 
flown  back  to  their  friends  and  connections,  who  received 
tjhem  with  open  arms.  Zealous  to  prove  their  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  the  prince  upon  the  throne,  they  had  entered 
eagerly  into  his  fervke ;  thofe  who  had  held  pofts  of  the' 
higheft  rank  abroad  willingly  accepting  the  commands  of 
companies  in  His  Majeffy's  army,  and  fomc  of  them  accep- 
ting even  of  febalterns'  commiffions.  That  they  had  ferved 
the  Crown  faithfully  and  bravely,  many  of  them  having 
laid  down  their  lives  in  its  fervice,  and  others  having  hrft 
their  limbs.  His  Lordfilip  entered  into  a  particuhr  detail  of 
the  gallant  and  meritorious  fervices  of  Lord  Macleod,  and 
of  other  Scotch  officers,  Hating  where  they  had  moft  diftia- 
gttifhed  themfelves,  ana  pointwg;  out  America,  Gibraltar, 
and  the  Eaft  Indies,  as  the  fields  of  their  fame.  He  men- 
tioned a  particular  family  that  had*  been  deprived1  of  it?  here- 
ditary eftates  in  Scotland  by  bill  of  attainder,  and  had  gone 
to  America,  and  there  built  up  a  new  fortune,  above  half  of 
which  it  had  loft  by  its  loyalty  to  the  Britifh  caufe  during 
the  American  war.  He  declared  he  thought  the  Chancellor 
had  net  fpoken  with  his  wonted'  liberality  upon  the  merits  of 
the  perfons  oamed  in  the  bill  as  grantees,.  He  reminded 
their  Lbrdfhips  that  the  families  in  qoeftion  had  been  de- 
prived of  their  eftates  for  near  forty  years ;  and  he  accoun- 
ted for  the  conduct  of  the  Highlanders  in  the  rebellion,  by 
fhewing  that  they  were  folely  guided  by  their  clannifh  at* 
tacbment  to  their  chieftains*  Equally  ftrangers  to  the  lan- 
guage and  enftoma  of  the  Englilh,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
they  felt  riot  in  comnton  with  us.  The  intercourie  opened 
with  Scotland  after  the  rebellion,,  and  the  famiiiarifing  the 
Highbinder's  to  Englifh,  cuftoms,  foon  removed  their  preju- 
dices, and  at  theend  of  twelve  years  (b  completely  were  they 
attached  to  nattonel  goverm&ent,  that  we  had  whole  armies 
poured  out  of  that  country  to  fight  the  battles  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. General  Eraser,  he  feidy  bad  been  favoured  with  a 
grant  of  his  effete  upon  railing  two  thoufand  men  for  go- 
vernment* How  many  more  had  followed  the  fortunes  of 
thofe,  to  whofe  families  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  look 
up  with  affeftion  and  attachment  from  their  inftnry  >  His 
Lordfhip*  after  very  abfy  arguing  thefe  points,  went  into  a 
defence  of  the  other  parts  of  the  bill,  and  ibid,  he  was  happy 
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to  find  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  approved  of  the  applying 
of  15,0001.  to  the  building  of  a  repofitory  for  the  records  of 
Scotland ;  the  objeft  was  undoubtedly  a  public  one  ;  not  lefs 
fo,  in-  his  opinion,  was-  the  extenfion  of  a  canal  from  the 
Fifth  of  forth  to  Clyde.  His  Lordfhip  amplified  on  the 
great,  advantages  that  were  likely  to  accrue  from  this  impor- 
tant plan's  being  completed.  He  pointed  out  the  benefits 
that  muft  neceffarily  refult  from  a  navigable  communication 
acrofs  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  with  the  capital  of  the 
country  at  one  end,  and  its  largeft  and  moft  commercial  city 
at  the  other -extremity  :  he  faid  it  would  convey  cargoes  of 
iron,  and. all  the  various  commodities  of  the  Baltic  trade, 
into,  the  weft  of  Scotland,  without  fubje&ing  the  freights  to 
the  tedium  and  danger  of  a  circuitous  navigation,  either 
round  the  Orkneys  by  a  northern,  or  round  the  Land's  End 
by  a  fbuthern  paffage.  After  arguing  this  very  ftrenuoufly* 
his  Lordfhip  fpoke  of  the  fpirit  of  emigration  that  had  been 
infufed  into,  the  minds  of  the  Highlanders,  and  of  the  danger 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  kingdom  being  depopulated,  if 
proper  and  fpeedy  means  were  not  taken  to  prevent  it.  The 
bill  before  them  he  considered  as  providing  the  moft  effectual 
means  of  any  that  could  be  fuggefted,  and  for  that  and  the 
other  reafons  that  he  had  ftated,  he  declared  he  anxiouily 
wifhed  it  might  meet  the  general  concurrence  of  their 
Lordflrips. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack  a  fecond  time,  in  or-  The  Lor* 
der  to  have  it  clearly  underftood,  that  he  had  not  refle&ed,  Chtswtita* 
nor  meant  in.  any  manner  whatfoever  to  infinuate  any  thing 
like  a  reflection,  upon  the  characters  of  the  grantees,  or  in 
impeachment  of  their  merits.  It  was.  fortunate,  however, 
for  thofe  brave  men,  that,  from  what  he  had  faid,  he  had 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  their  merits  to  be  brought  for- 
ward in  a  manner  fo  truly  honourable  to  them,  and  in  a 
manner  the  beft'calculated  to  do  them  the  juftice  they  de- 
ferved.  Knowing  how  nice  a  foldier's  honour  was,  and  that 
military  men  were  alive  and  fenfible  all  over  to  every  thing  *  • 
that  wore  the  (emblance  of  imputation,  he  had  carefully 
avoided  hazarding  a  fy liable  liable  to  that  conftru&ion.  He 
rejoiced,  however,  that  their  merits  had  now  received  the 
beft  remuneration,  the  praife  of  a  foldler,.  who  had  diftm- 
guiftied  himfelf  fo  eminently  in  the  fervice  of  hi»  country, 
that  his  competency  to  dtftributov either  cenfure  or  approba- 
tion, on  military  merit  became  unqueftionable„  and  thence 
bis  applaufe  w&s  an  honour  fupcrior  to  ail' reward.    So  welt 
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fatisfied  was  he  with  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  oa 
that  part  of  the  fubjeft,  that  he  declared  he  would  defire  no 
better  proof  of  the  grantees'  merits.  With  regard  to  all  the 
trade  of  the  Baltic  being  brought  into  the  Clyde  by  the 
communication  with  the  Firth  of  Forth,  poffibly  a  circum- 
ftance  fo  defirable  might  be  the  confequence  of  completing 
the  canal;  all  he  had  wifhed  was,  that  before  their  Lord- 
fliips  affumed  fo  broad  and  extenfive  a  conclufion,  they 
would  have  the  goodnefs  to  have  the  fa&  eftablifhed  by  fome 
fort  of  evidence,  and  not  take  it  for  granted,  that  very  ex- 
travagant advantages  were  to  accrue  in  confequence  of  the 
bill,  merely  becaufe  the  bill  faid  fo  in  words. 
*.  Sydney.  Lord  Sydney  defired  to  make  a  few  obfervations.  Hi* 
Lordfhip  began  with  obferving,  that  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  not  as  objcdtions,  but  as  what 
he  chofc  to  call  by  the  name  of  his  thoughts  only,  had,  no 
doubt,  made  a  very  great  impreffion  on  their  Lordfhips  in 
general ;  every  thing  that  came  from  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  could  not  fail  of  producing  fuch  an  effeft  :  but  not- 
withftanding  the  weight  of  the  noble  Lord's  arguments,  and 
notwithftanding  the  very  advanced  period  of  the  feffion,  he 
muft  declare,  he  was  defirous  the  bill  fhould  go  to  a  Com- 
mittee, and  in  that  Committee  he  hoped  every  endeavour 
would  be  ufed  to  make  the  bill  as  good  and  as  complete  as 
poffible.  With  regard  to  the  facility  and  the  fpeed  that  had 
attended  the  bill  through  the  other  Houfe,  that,  he  con- 
ceived, arofe  entirely  from  the  bill's  meeting  with  general 
concurrence,  and  that  alone  he  took  to  be  a  pretty  confider- 
able  argument  in  its  favour.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
in  another  place,  was  ho  ftranger  to  caufes  fomewhat  firai- 
lar,  and  which,  he  believed,  were  called  caufes  confenu  On 
thofe  occafions  his  noble  and  learned  friend  well  knew,  there 
always  was  a  facility  and  a  fpeed  that  attended  no  other  de- 
fcription  of  caufes.  The  jealoufy,  therefore,  with  which 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  was  accuftomed  to  regard  caufes 
«  by  confent,  he  was  apt  to  imagine  had  induced  him  to  re- 
gard the  prefent  bill  with  a  jealous. eye,  rather  than  his  hav- 
ing difepvered  any  real  ground  for  obje£tion.  With  regard 
to  the  argument  of  the  want  of  time  to  form  an  opinion 
iipon  it ;  the  quicknefs  of  comprehenfion  for  which  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  was  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed*  and  the 
great  eafe  with  which  he  ordinarily  poffeffed  himfelf  of  the 
whole  fcope  and  extent  of  bills  of  a  larger  fize,  and  of  a  more 
complicated  nature,  led  him  to  queftion  the  validity  of  the 
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argument  of  want  of  time  to  form  an  opinion.  He  had  him* 
felf  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  bill  precifely  at  the  ftage 
of  it  which  the  noble  Lord  had  ftated  to  have  been  the  firft 
of  his  having  heard  of  it ;  and  upon  an  examination  of  the 
whole  bill,  he  really  faw  not  the  fmalleft  reafon  to  be  afraid 
of  any  part  of  it.  The  canal  acrofs  the  country  he  had  al- 
ways underftood  to  be  a  projeft,  the  completion  of  which 
would  be  of  great  public  advantage,  and  as  fuch  he  could  not 
butconfider  it.  But  a  circumftance  that  weighed  very  ma- 
terially with  him  was,  the  effeft  the  bill  would  have  in  check- 
ing the  fpirit  of  emigration,  which  prevailed  in  fo  alarming 
a  degree  in  Scotland.  He  had  that  day,  his  Lordfhip  faid, 
received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Scotland,  whofe  name  . 
he  did  not  like  to  mention,  becaufe  he  did  not  chufe  to  have 
it  bandied  about  in  newfpapers  ;  but  the  letter  came  from  a 
perfon  of  diftinguifhed  character,  and  of  confiderable  autho- 
rity in  that  part  of  the  country  ;  who  ftated  the  danger  of 
the  almoft  immediate  depopulation  of  the  northern  part  of 
Great  Britain,  if  fome  meafure  was  not  adopted  to  prevent 
it,  and  earneftly  called  upon  Government  not  to  iofc  a  mo- 
ment in  the  bqfinefs,  but  to  feize  upon  the  bed  means  that 
fhould  fuggeft  themfelves  to  their  confideration,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  interpofing  an  early  check  to  a  fpirit  fo  alarmingly 
injurious  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  kingdom.  The  pre- 
fent  bill,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  appeared  to  him  as  a  meafure 
the  moil  likely  ©f  any  that  human  wifdom  could  fuggeft, 
to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  that  fpirit  which  threatened  fuch  dan- 

ferous  confequences.  It  would  rivet  great  numbers  of 
lighlanders,  who  would  not  think  of  going  from  home 
when  they  knew  that  thofe  for  whom  they  had  felt  an  affec- 
tion from  their  earlieftyouth  were  to  be  put  in  poffeffion  of 
their  family  eftates.  The  bad  dffc&s  of  their  remaining  in 
their  prefent  condition,  he  declared,  was  but  too  vifible  not 
to  be  plainly  feen ;  as  he  underftood,  they  were  eafily 
difcovered  at  a  glance  to  be  annexed  eftates,  from  the  bad 
condition  they  were  in  compared  to  other  men's  eftates,  and 
from  the  almoft  total  negieft  of  their  cultivation,  and  the 
general  decreafe  of  their  produce.  This,  his  Lordfhip  faid, 
he  feared  was  not  peculiarly  the  cafe  of  Scotland,  but  that  it 
prevailed  in  ail  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  becaufe  common  fenfe 
^nd  common  experience  {hewed,  that  what  was  held  by  ano- 
ther for  the  public,  was  never  fo  well  taken  care  of  as  when 
}ti  the  hands  of  the  perfon  whofe  immediate  intereft  it  wa$ 
to  take  care  of  it?  and  render  it  as  productive  and  profitable 
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4f  poffiMe.  When  thefe  eftates  came  to  be  reftoised  to  the 
rarions  named  in  the  bill,  fome  additional  thoufands  of 
Highlands  would  be  employed  on  them ;  the  foldiers  in  the 
regiments  about  to  be  difbanded  in  Scotland,  who  had  un- 
doubtedly rather  work  for  their  livelihood  in  their  native 
country  than  e^ewhere^  would  find  immediate  employment 
there,  and  undoubtedly  a -confiderable  check  to  emigration 
at  leaft,  would  thence  be  deduced.  His  Lordfhip  declared, 
he  was  fbrry  to  differ  from  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  of 
whofe  talents  no  man  bad  a  higher  opinion  than  he  had  ;  but 
he  could  not  but  fay,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  go  to  a  Com- 
mittee. 
w  The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time  and  committed. 

Jugujl  it. 

The  order  of  die  day  having  been  read  for  the  Houfe  to 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  "  repealing 
"  the  feveral  duties  on  tea,  and  for  granting  to  His  Majefty 
*€  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof;  and  alfo  feveral  additional 
"  duties  on  houfes,  windows,  or  lights ;  and  upon  the  im- 
"  portation  of  cocoa  nuts  and  coffee ;  and  for  repealing  the 
u  inland  duties  of  excife  thereof, *• 
Ld.  Lough-  Lord  Loughborough  rofe,  and  laid,  their  Lordfhips  ought 
kwou*h•  not  to  confider  the  going  into  a  Committee  on  that  bill  as  a 
mere  matter  of  coiirfe,  or  as  if  it  was  an  ordinary  bill  of 
fupply,  to  raife  a  given  fum  of  money,  either  to  go  towards 
the  current  expences  of  the  year,  or  to  pay  the  public  credi- 
tor the  intereft  of  the  fnms  he  had  advanced  to  Government. 
The  bill  was  of  a  very  different  nature,  although  one  of  its 
purpofes  was  to  raife  a  confiderable  revenue  for  the  Public. 
In  fa&,  fuch  was  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  bill,  that  if  it 
were  to  be  thrown  out  by  their  Lordfhips,  the  Public  would 
not  fuffcr  at  all,  either  in  point  of  revenue,  or  otherwife, 
becaufe  tea  already  yielded  a  revenue  of  900,000!.  and  that 
they  would  be  ftill  in  poffeffion  of.  Having  ftated  this  as  a 
reafon  for  paufing  a  few  moments  before  the  Houfe  went 
into  a  Committee,  his  Lordfhip  proceeded  to  fpeak  of  the 
general  nature  of  the  bill.  It  confided,  he  faid,  of  two 
pans,  each  of  them  of  very  confiderable  importance.  The 
one  propofed  to  abandon  and  give  up  the  prefent  duties  of 
cuftoms  and  excife  upon  tea,  which  produced  a  revenue  of 
near  a  million  fterling ;  and  the  other  part  propofed  to  reme- 
dy the  effential  injury  fuch  an  abandonment  of  aprodu&ive 
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tax,  eftablifhed  by  long  ufage,  would  neceffarily  and  una- 
voidably do  the  revenue,  and  to  make  amends  for  the  defal- 
cation by  laying  a  land  tax  of  the  moft  odious  and  oppreffive 
nature.  Tea,  his  Lordlhip  faid,  had  not  only  of  late  years, 
but  at  all  times,  from  the  Revolution  downwards,  been  con* 
fidfered  by  every  wife  ftatefman  as  a  fit  fubjeft  for  taxation, 
and  the  large  and  folid  revenue,  that  taxes  on  tea  had  inva- 
riably produced,  proved  that  this  opinion  was  not  a  light 
one,  but  that  it  was  a  found  opinion,  and  an  opinion  to  be 
depended  upon.  Before,  therefore,  their  Lordlhips  entertain- 
ed a  bill  Jike  the  prefent,  it  was  but  reafonable  to  expeft, 
that  fome  one  or  other  of  the  Minifters  prefent  (and  there 
was  none  more  able,  or  more  proper  to  Jjive  fuch  an  expla- 
nation, than  the  noble  Marquis  in  his  eye)  [Lord  CMborne, 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen]  would  have  the  goodnefs  to  ftate 
to  the  Houfe,  what  the  grounds  were  that  had  induced  His 
Majefty's  fervants  to  propofe  a  projeft  of  fucb  extent  to 
Parliament ;  and  upon  what  reafonings,  upon  what  calcula- 
tions, and  upon  what  fads  they  had  founded  their  ideas, 
that  it  would  be  wife,  expedient,  and  beneficial  for  the  Pub- 
lic to  part  with  and  to  abandon  a  revenue  of  above  nine  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and  to  lay  additional,  op- 
preffive,  and  partial  duties  upon  windows,  which  were  very 
heavily  taxed  already.  ^  His  Lordlhip  faid,  he  had  read  chro- 
nicled accounts  of  what  was  fuppofed  to  have  pafled  on  the 
fubjeft  in  another  place,  in  which  fuch  arguments  were  dated 
to  haVe  been  held,  and  fuch  reafons  affigned  in  fupport  and  in 
Juftiftcation  of  the  projeft,  as  he  could  fcarceiy  conceive  to 
have- been  fefioufly  advanced  by  a/iy  man  in  his  fober  fenfes  ; 
but  as  they  appeared  in  what,  parliamentary  fpeaking, 
were  papers  of  no  authority,  he  would  not  take  up  any  one 
of  them  as  matter  delerving  a  public  refutation,  roffibly  iif 
he  did,  he  fhould  be  told  fuch  arguments  and  fuch  reafonings 
never  were  heldr  and  that  he  fhould  find  he  had  been  pur- 
Fuinga  phantom,  and  combating  a  fhadow.  He  would  not, 
therefore,  do  fo  idle  a  thing,  as  to  mifpend  his  own  time  and 
that  of  their  Lordlhips,  by  arguing  upon  thofe  rude  and  im- 
perfeft  accounts  of  what  had  been  fuppofed  and  ftated  to  have 
paffed  upon  the  fupjeft  tlfewhere,  but  would  wait  till  he  had 
heard  what  the  reafons  really  had  been,  that  had  fuggefted 
tbemfelves  to  the  Minifterj  as  arguments  in  juftification  of  3 
projeft,  which  he  owned  he  felt  to  be  of  a  very  extraordinary 
feature. 
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The  Lord  .  The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack,  and.  faid,  he  had 
Chancellor,  not  entertained  the  (mailed  expectation  of  a  debate's  arifing 
upon  the  fubjeft  that  day ;  he  was,  therefore,  but  ill  pre-* 
pared  to  go  into  that  fort  of  difcuffion  called  for  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lorf).  But  he  was  a  little  aftonifhed.  to  hear  it 
ftated,  that  the  fole  view  Qf  the  prefent  bill  was  to  abandon 
a  revenue  of  900,000k -and  to  lay  a  tax  on  windows,  which 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  chofen  to  call  an  odious  and 
oppreffive  land  tax.  That  the  bill  did  give  up  the  prefent 
duties  of  cuftoms  and  excife  on  teas  was  undoubtedly  true  ; 
but  it  propofed  to  lay  another  duty.an  lieu  of  them,  and  it 
propofed  an  additional  tax  on  windows,  not  as  a  new  tax,  but 
as  a  commutation  for  the  portion  of  the  new  duties  on  tea 
that  it  gave  up,  and  th?  reaibn  for  doing  this  was  undoubted- 
ly with  a  view  to  check  fmuggling.  The  great  and  alarming 
extent  to  which  that  illicit  trade  had  arrived,  no  one  of  their 
|^ord(hips, ,  he  conceived,  was  unapprized  of.  The  confe- 
quences  that  it  threatened  to  the  revenue,  to  commerce,  and 
to  the  kingdom  in  general,  were  fo  ferious  and  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude, that  it  became  highly  neceffary  to  take  fome  mea- 
fure  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  fmuggling,  or  at  leaft  to 
give  it  an  effeftual  check, 

.With  this  view  it  was  that  the  prefent  bill  had  been  framed, 
and  if  it  fucceeded,  as  there  was  every  reafonable  ground  for 
expeftation  that  it  would,  fmuggling  would  receive  a  blow 
that  would  go  farther  towards  its  extinction  than  any  mea- 
fure  that  had  ever  been  fuggefted  for  its  prevention.  Tea, 
his  Lordfhip  faid,  was  the  great  bafis  of  the  fmugglers  trade; 
if  therefore  that  efiential  article  of  illicit  trafhek  was  takea 
out  of  their  hands,  there  was  the  greateft  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  fmuggling  would  either  c^afe  entirely,  or  if  carried  on 
at  aH,  be  carried  on  to  a  very  trifling  and  inconfiderable 
extent.  In  order  to  effeft  this  neceffary  and  falutafy  pur- 
pofe,  the  bill  propofed  to  lower  the  prefent  duties  on  tea,  and 
to  reduce  them  in  fuch  a  degree  as  fhould  enable  the  fair 
trader  to  rival  jthe  fmuggler.  As  the  duties  of  Cuftoms  and 
Excife  now  flood,  they  amounted  to  about  50  per  cent,  on 
the  value  of  teas  of  all  defcriptions ;  and,  according  to  the  pre- 
fent bill,  thofe  high  duties  would  be  lowered  to  a  fourth  part 
of  that  amount,  viz.  to  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  a  reduc- 
tion that  would  leave  the  fmugglejr  fo  little  room  for  profit, 
that  it  would  not  be  worth  his  while  to  run  the  rifle  to  which 
his  illicit  trade  would  be  cxpofed  for  the  chance  of  obtain* 
.     ing  the  fmall  profit  that  could  be  gained  by  his  dealing  any 
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dnger  in  tea.  Every  trade,  his  LordAiip  faid,  licit  or  illicit, 
depended  altogether  upon  the  proportion  of  profit  fet  again  ft 
the  proportion  of  rifque  and  probable  lofi •  But  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  faid,  that  tea,  from  the  Revolution  to 
the  prefent  time  had  been  deemed  by  every  wife  ftatefman  a 
fit  objeft  of  taxation.  Undoubtedly  it  had  fo;  but  he  could 
very  eafily  conceive  that  it  might  be  perfe&ly  wife  to  ieleA 
any  given  article  of  confumption  as  a  fubjcft  of  taxation, 
and  yet  the  duties  upon  that  article  might,  by  aggravation 
and  extenlion  be  carried  into  folly  and  abfurdity.  There 
was  a  modus  and  a  medium  in  every  thing,  and  a  line  to 
which  it  was  prudent  to  go,  but  beyond  which  it  would  be 
extremely  unwife  to  proceed.  This  he  took  to  be  precifely 
the  cafe  with  tea;  the  high  duties  upon  it  gave  fo  much  profit 
to  the  fmugglcr,  that  it  was  the  bafis  of  his  traffick,  and  all 
the  regulations  that  could  be  devifed,  experience  proved 
were  inefficient  to  the  preventing  the  fmuggler  from  dealing 
in  it,  while  fo  large  a  profit  might  be  derived  from  it.  The 
only  poffible  way,  therefore,  of  curing  the  evil,  was  to  re- 
duce the  duties.  Nor  would  that  redu&ion  have  all  the  ef- 
ifeft  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  feemed  to  imagine/  becaufe 
the  new  revenue  arifing  from  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. 
ad  valorem^  was  not  to  be  calculated  upon  the  quantity  of 
teas  that  paid  the  duties  at  prefent,  but  upon  an  infinitely 
larger  quantity,  as  it  was  perfe&ly  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that 
when  the  duties  were  fo  much  lowered  as  to  render  it  no 
longer  worth  the  Smugglers'  while  to  deal  in  tea,  what  was 
now  run  into  the  kingdom,  would  then  be  fairly  imported, 
and  would  add  to  the  revenue  by  the  proportion  of  the  mcreafe 
fcf  duties  that  would  in  that  cafe  be  paid.  With  regard  to 
the  tax  on  windows,  it  was,  undoubtedly,  a  fpecies  of  land 
tax,  but  he  would  not,  he  faid,  go  into  an  argument  how 
far  a  land  tax  was  preferable  to  a  tax  on  confumption,  be- 
caufe  that  would  lead  to  a  greater  fhare  of  difcuffion  than  he 
prefumed  their  Lord  (hips  wifhed  to  take  place,  or  than  the 
occafion  feemed  to  call  for.  It  was  enough  for  him  to  fay, 
that  the  tax  on  windows  propofed  by  the  bill  was  not  a  new 
tax,  but  a  commutation,  and  a  commutation  that  might  rea- 
sonably be  relied  on  for  its  produce,  becaufe  it  was  nothing 
more  than  an  extenfion  of  a  tax  already  exifting,  the  efficien- 
cy and  produftivenefs  of  which  was  a  matter  of  notoriety 
and  a  matter  of  certainty.  He  faw,  therefore,  no  reafon 
to  fear  or  to  be  alarmed  for  the  revenue,  becaufe  he  conceiv- 
ed it  to  be  in  no  fort  of  danger.    He  added,  that  though 
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this  country  was  not  in  a  fiate  which  would  joftify 
that  fort  of  defpondency  which  fome  gloomy-minded  men 
imagined,  of  men  of  another  defcription  wifned  to  imprefs 
upon  the  public,  the  country  was  undoubtedly  labouring 
under  very  grievous  .and  heavy  burdens;  and  it  ought  al- 
way*  to  be  renembered,  that  thole  entrufted  with  the  preicnt 

fovernment  of  affairs  and  the  management  of  the  revenue, 
ad  no  (hare  whatever  in  thofe  unfortunate  councils  that 
bad  given  binh  to  the  events  that  rendered  thofe  burdens 
abfoiutely  and  unavoidably  ncceffary.    Thofe  unfortunate 
Councils,  and  he  would  impute  no  more  to  them,  had  been 
given  by  others,  and  it  only  remained  for  His  Majefty's  pre- 
sent Mioifters  to  perform  the  ungracious  taflt  of  propofing 
taxes   adequate,  or  that  appeared  upon  reafonable  grounds 
likely  to  be  adequate  to  the  occafion  that  called  for  them. 
The  prefent  hill  was  one  among  other  meafures  of  that  kind, 
and  it  was  in  fome  fort  an  experiment,  but  fuch  an  one  as 
he  flattered  himfelf  would  prove  a  beneficial  one  to  the  coun- 
try, by  at  once  preserving  and  Supporting  the  revenue,  and 
adding  to  and  extending  commerce.     He  hoped  therefore, 
that  the  bill  would  receive  the  confent  of  their  Lordfhips^ 
.But  when  he  considered  the  nature  of  the  queftion  then  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  he  was  fome  what  furprized  at  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord's  taking  that  occafion  for  objecting  to  the  parts, 
of  the  bill.v    The  queftion  was  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  % 
Committee  to  confider  of  the  bill.   Would  not  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,    therefore,  confent  to  confider  of  the  bill? 
Would  he  not  before  he  condemned  its  principle  in  regard  to 
its  two  parts,  go  into  the  Committee,  and  examine  of  what, 
the  bill  confifted  ?  He  flattered  hioifelf  that  no  noble  Lord 
could  be  fo  unreasonable. 
LordLoogh..      jLord  Loughborough  rofe  again,  and  (aid,  if  there  was  any 
lowugh.      objection  to  taking  the  debate  in  that  ftage  of  the  bufinefs, 
or  if  it  was  wifhed  that  the  noble  Lord  on  the  Bench  (Lord 
Wajfingham)  ihould  have  the  trouble  of  quitting  his  feat, 
and  moving  to  the  table  for  a  fecond  or  two,  and  then  mov- 
ing bacjc  again,  before  they  went  into  debate  upon  it,  with 
all  his  heart.     That  rigid  obfervance  of  form  he  had  bo  ob- 
jection to,  but  if  it  were  allowed  that  the  debate  fhould  go 
on,  he  would  proceed  with  his  argument,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  as  well,  becaufe  he  conceived,  whatever  argu- 
ments noble  Lords  might  ufe  upon  their  legs,  the  going  into 
a  Committee  would  be  a  mere  matter  of  form,  and  that  their 
Lordifcips  would  as  readily  confent  to  wave  all  confideration 
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of  the  claufes  of  that  bill  as  of  any  other,  where  that  prac- 
tice ufually  obtained.  In  one  of  the  daufes,  however,  he 
faid,  fome  alteration  was  absolutely  neceffary;  becaufe,  a* 
the  bill  flood  at  prefent,  from  thecareleft  wording  of  it,  the 
new  tax  on  windows,  in  cafes  of  a  certain  defcription,  would  • 
fall  upon  thofe  who  ought  not  to  pay  it,  and  upon  whom 
neither  their  Lordfhips,  nor  the  bill,  nor  the  authors  of  it, 
meant  that  it  fhonld  fall. 

Having  made  this  preliminary  remark,  his  Lordfhip  faid, 
the  noble  Lord  upon  the  woolfack  had  argued  well  to.  prove 
that  Smuggling  was  carried  on  to  a  very  great  extent;  and  if 
it  were  true,  that  more  tea  was  now  fmuggled  than  had  for- 
merly been  fmuggled,  or  rather,  that  the  revenue  drawn 
from  tea  had  decreafed  of  late,  and  that  it  was  lefs  now  than 
it  formerly  had  been,  why  then  the  noble  Lord's  argument 
would  have  been  a  good  one  in  fupport  of  the  projeft  of  the 
prefent  bill.  But  he  took  the  reverfe  to  be  the  fad ;  he  con- 
ceived  that  no  more  tea  in  quantity  was  fmuggled  now,  than 
had  been  formerly  fmuggled,  and  that  fuppoution  he  reded 
upon  certain  and  indubitable  grounds,  viz.  upon  poiitive 

5 roof  in  figures  that  the  revenue  drawn  from  tea  had  not 
ecreafed,  but  that  it  was  as  great  now  as  ever.  In  order  to 
fatisfy  the  Houie,  of  the  validity  of  this  aflertion,  his  Lord- 
fhip went  into  a  minute  ftatement  of  the  amount  of  the  re- 
venue produced  from  teas  at  prefent,  and  at  a  former  period, 
comparing  the  one  with  the  other,  and  (hewing  that  it  was 
not  lefs  now,  than  it  had  been*  The  croft  revenue  arifing 
from  tea,  he  faid,  amounted  to  904,464k  The  duties  paid 
for  cuftoms  producing  348,5471*  and  the  duties  of  excife 
55591 7I.  Thefe  taken  together,  therefore,  amounted  to 
904,4641*  and  that  was  the  prefent  amount  of  the  revenue. 
As  a  fair  comparifon,  he  faid,  he  would  take  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  received  on  teas  in  the  years  1771,  1772,  1773, 
1774,  and  1775,  and  compare  the  average  of  that  amount 
againft  the  average  amount  of  the  revenue  received  from  the 
lame  article  in  1780,  1781,  1782,  17831  and  1784.  The 
grofs  amount  of  the  excife  paid  on  tea  for  the  five  years  end- 
ing with  1775,  his  Lordfhip  ftated  to  be  2458,8471.  the 
average  of  which  was  491,767!.  Now  the  average  of  the 
amount  of  the  excife  paid  on  tea  for  the  Uft  five  years  was 
555,9171.  which  was  exa&ly  a  difference'  and  an  excefe  oft' 
64,140!.  That  excefs,  he  declared,  arofe  from  the  five  pet 
cents,  lately  added.  This  ftatement,  he  (aid,  was  authentic, 
^8  he  had  copied  it  from  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the 
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Houfe  of  Commons  appointed,  to  inquire  into  the  extent  of, 
the  illicit  pra&ices  carried,  on  to  the  detriment  of  the  re- 
venue. A  Report  that  had  been  drawn  up  with  great  care, 
and  although  he  did  not  go  along  with  it,  in  all  the  various 
reafonings  of  the  author,Jhe  certainly  gave  it  full  credit  for  the' 
accuracy  of  the  arithmetical  ftatefments  it  contained.  With 
regard  to  the  cuftoms,  he  had  not  been  able  to  come  at  any 
fimilar  yearly  account  of  what  had  been  paid  for  tea,  that  article 
being  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  books  lumped  with  many  others 
imported  into  this  kingdom  and  chargeable  with  duties ;  but 
there  was  not  the  fmalleft  doubt  that  the  cuftoms  paid  on  tea 
were  in  both  the  inftances,  and  at  all  times,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion to  the  excife.  From  this  comparifon,  therefore,  it 
was  evident  that  let  the  fmuggling  now  carried  on  be  carried 
on  to  ever  fo  great  an  extent,  more  tea  in  quantity  was  not 
fmuggled  now  than  formerly,  becaufe  there  evidently  was  no 
diminution  of  the  revenue.  His  Lord  (hip  here  went  into  a 
difcuifion  of  the  nature  of  the  fmuggling  trade,  and  affigned 
his  farther  reafons  for  not  thinking  a  greater  quantity  of  tea 
was  fmuggled  now  than  formerly,  but  merely  that  fmuggling 
had  gone  into  other  hands.  At  a  prior  period,  ho  faid, 
when  the  noble  Lord  upon  the  woolfack  and  he  were  in  the 
habits  of  knowing  more  of  the  praftice  of  the  fmugglers  than 
they  lately  had  been,  the  fmugglers  in  general  were  defperate 
men,  of  ruined  fortunes,  and  their  trade  was  carried  on  from 
hand  to  mouth.  Of  late  the  cafe  was  altered.  Smuggling 
was  .no  longer  in  the  hands  of  paupers ;  it  was  carried  on 
upon  extenfive  and  connected  capitals,  and  in  veflels  of  a 
larger  lize  and  force.  The  fmugglers  now,  in  faQ,  were  the 
Servants  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  who  having  amafled 
large  fortunes  by  rapine  in  India,  fent  them  to  China  to  buy 
teas,  which  they  freighted  to  Europe  in  Portuguefe,  Danifh, 
and  Swedtfh  veflels,  and  that  tea  was  fmuggled  into  this 
1  country.     Thofe  were  the  hands  that  the  fmuggling  of  tea 

1  now  was  in,  and  to  their  continuing  to  fend  home  their  for- 

J  tunes  in  tea,  the  prefent  bill  would  not  put  an  end.     Nay,  if 

I  it  were  to  have  an  effeft,  which  he  did  not  believe  belonged 

I  to  ir,  and  took  away  from  the  fmugglers  all  profit  on  tea, 

ftill  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  plunderers  of  India  would 
continue  to  fend  home  their  fortunes  in  tea,  and  that  they  N 
would  do  it,  even  if  the  practice  were  attended  with  fome 
degree  of  lofs.  At  prefent  the  tea  trade,  with  all  the  fmug- 
gling that  exifted,  yielded  a  vaft  revenue.  Indeed,  it  had 
ever  been  held  by  the  witeft  men  who  had  written  upon  the 

fubjea 
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fobjeft  faf  taxation,  that  no  objeft  was  fo  -fit  to  tax  as  tea  and. 
tobacco*  They  were  both  articles  of  fofeign  growth,  both 
luxuries,  and  both  in  very  great  but  not  very  neceffary  ufe. 
Perhaps  if  no  tea  waa  imported,  nor  ever  had  been  imported, 
it  would  have  been  better  for  the  country,  becaufe  then  fome 
ether  article,  perhaps  the  produce  of  our  own  foil,  arid  an 
equally' profitable  fourcc  of  revenue,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  in  ufe.  Every  way  considered,  tea  was  a  fit  and  a 
defirablc  article  of  taxation,  and  certainly  no  tax  was  fo  eafy 
as  a  tax  on  confumption,  becaufe  it  was  eafier  to  be  paid,  as 
well  as  more  readily  and  more  willingly  paid ;  whereas  a 
land  tax  might  be  called  for,  when  the  perfon  taxed  was  not 
prepared  to  pay  it.  It  was,  therefore,  a  pretty  bold  mea- 
fure,  to  propofe  a  projecVof  the  nature  of  that,  which  the 
prefent  bill  went  to  eftablifh.  In  order  to  make  up  the  new 
duty  on  tea  impofed  by  the  prefent  bill  equal  to  the  produce 
of  the  old,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  it  would  be  worth  while  for 
their  Lordfhips  to  examine  what  quantity  of  tea  muft  be  fold 
in  future.  The  former  duty  confifted  of  a  twenty -five  per 
cent,  cuftoms,  with  ten  per  cent,  additional  upon  the  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  and  twenty-five  percent,  cuftoms,  with  fifteen 
per  cent,  additional,  and  a  fhilling  a  pound  on  the  black 
leas. 

Here  his  Lordftiip  remarked,  that  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
woolfack  bad  been  miftaken  in  his  idea,  that  the  duties  on 
teas  had  been  aggravated  and  extended  of  late  years.  Thp 
very  reverfe  was  thefadt.  The  laft  addition,  previous  to  the 
five  pet  cents,  lately  laid  on,'  was  made  fo  long  ago  as  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne ;  and  Mr.  Pelham,  in  his  time,  had  re- 
duced the  duties  in  general,  when  he  laid  the  fhilling  a  pound 
on  all  black  teas.  But  to  recur  to  the  argument  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  old  duties,  and  the  amount  of  the  new ;  if  their 
Lordfhips  would  dedudt  from  the  average  of  the  cuftoms 
which  was  348,5471.  the  ten  per  cents,  the  refidue  would  be 
found  to  be  314,7971.  The  moiety  of  that  was  the  only  duty 
retained,  and  it  amounted  to  157,3981.  the  quantity  which 
at  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  had  produced  this  hitherto,  had 
been  about  fix  millions  of  pounds  of  tea.  According  to  the 
arguments  urged  in  fupport  of  the  prefent  bill,  the  tea  in  fu- 
ture was  not  to  be  railed  in  price  ;  if  the  fa£l  turned  out  fo, 
which  he  did  not  think  it  would,  the  quantity  to  be  fold  ill 
order  to  make  the  produce  equal  to  what  it  had  been,  would 
aftonifh  their  Lordfhips  when  it  was  mentioned  ;  more  than 
five  times  the  quantity  fold  yearly  that  had  formerly  been 

fold 
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fold  would  not  do  it.  Thirty  millions  of  pounds  of  tea  at  the 
twleve  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty  would  not  produce  a  revenue 
equal  in  amount  to  the  old  reveuue.  His  LordJhip  reafoned 
upon  the  improbability  of  fuch  a  quantity  being  ever  fold  in 
England,  obferving  that  all  Europe  ^ollecSively  were  ftated, 
by  the  belt  accounts,  to  import  on  an  average  but  nineteen 
ipillions  of  pounds,  and  the  con fumption  of  Great  Britain  had 
never  amounted,  upon  the  largeft  calculation,  to  more  than 
thirteen  millions  of  pounds.  Having  put  this  very  ftrongly, 
his  Lordfhip  faid,  it  was  evident  the  idea  of  deriving  a  re* 
venue  adequate  to  the  old  revenue  from  the  extenfion  of  the 
quantity  of  tea  that  paid  duty  was  neither  more  nor  lefs 
than  a  fallacy.  But  even  were  the  cafe  otherwife,  and 
had  not  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  fallen  into  a  palpable 
error,  the  fail  was  not  that  the  alteration  propofed  by  the 
bill  would  enable  the  fair  trader  to  rival  the  fmuggler,  be* 
caufe  there  was  infinitely  a  larger  profit  left  for  the  temptation 
of  the  fmuggler  than  their  Lordfhips  feeined  to  be  avgare  of. 
Exclufive  ot  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  new  duty,  by  the 
bill  the  Eaft-India  Company  were  allowed  a  five  per  cent, 
mercantile  profit :  to  this  was  to  be  added,  feven  and  a  half  per 
cent*  difference  upon  the  expence,  at  which  the  Portuguefe, 
Danes,  and  Swedes,  navigated  to  and  from  India  cheaper  than 
our  Eaft  -India  Company  could  do.  That  there  was  this  dif- 
ference was  a  matter  or  exceeding  great  notoriety,  and  there* 
fore,  adding  the  whole  together,  there  remained  twenty-five 
per  cent,  profit  to  induce  the  fmuggler  to  continue  to  carry 
on  his  trade. 

Having  enlarged  upon  this,  and  upon  the  madnefs  of 
abandoning  a  permanent  revenue  of  960,000!.  a  year  for 
ever,  his  Lordfhip  proceeded  to  investigate  the  other  part 
of  the  bill,  that  which  propofed  a  new  duty  on  windows. 
A  tax  which,  he  faid,  woqld  have  the  moft  mifchievous 
effeft,  and  would  go  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  depopulation 
ef  the  country.  He  a&ed  if  that  was  a  matter  really 
aimed  at  by  the  Minifter  ?  Becaufe  he  had  firft  laid  a  heavy 
tax  upon  bricks,  made,  of  the  foil  of  the  earth,  aod  he  now 
laid  a  heavy  tax  on  windows,  fo  that  men  muft  either  build 
their  houfes  like  dangeons,  or  part  with  all,  or  the.  greateft 
portion  of  their  income,,  tp  fupport  the  taxes,  to  which 
houfes  were  now  fub)e&*  He  defired  to  know,  where  po- 
pulation was  to  go  on,  if  people  were  to  be  driven  from  the 
prefervatiQa  of  boufts  ?  Was  it  to  be  in  taverns,  or  ale* 
bonfes  i  He  ajfod,  where  svas  tjae  harm  of  fmuggling:?  It 
Iras  immoral,  and  it  led*  to  the  commifilon  of  crimps ;  but 

it 
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it  coft  the  ftate  no  more  than  it  took  away  from  the  reve- 
nue. He  had  proved,  that  with  all  its  mifchicvous  effefts, 
it  left  the  revenue  in  poffeffion  of  an  annuity  of  near  a  mil-  . 
lion  of  money.  This  was  a  large  and  a  valuable  revenue. 
He  ridiculed  the  device  of  putting  an  end  to  fmuggling,  by- 
taking  off  all  the  duties,  and  faid,  it  reminded  him  of  the 
notable  projeft  of  a  writer  on  pbilofophy,  who  had  whimfi- 
cally  propofed  to  cut  off  men's  feet  in  order  to  fave  the  ex- 
peaces  of  (hoes.  He  faid,  any  perfon  of  the  rooft  ordinary 
capacity  could  have  hit  upon  a  fimilar  device.  He  pro- 
fcfled,  however,  his  aftonifhment  that  a  perfon  of  the 
acutenefs  and  discernment  of  the  noble  Lord  upon  the  wool- 
fack,  (hould  have  called  the  tax  on  windows,  a  commuta- 
tion, It  was,  he  faid,  nothing  like  a  commutation,  and 
this  he  fupported  by  explaining  what  a  commutation  was, 
in  the  real  meaning  of  the  word.  He  (hewed  that  by  this 
bill  all  houfekeepers  would  be  compelled  to  pay  heavily  for 
that,  which,  as  the  matter  flood  at  prefent,  many  of  them 

:  never  tailed.  Tea,  he  faid,  was,  it  was  true,  much  and 
pretty  generally  drank  in  large  towns  and  villages,  but  that 
was  not  the  cafe  in  the  country.  In  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  mbong  the  farmers  efpecially,  little  or  no  tea  was 
confumed  ;  and  yet  the  farmers  would  be  forced  to  pay  very 
heavily  towards  the  new  window  duty.  This,  he  declared, 
was  a  fa£fc  which  he  had  inquired  into,  and  had  learnt  from 
the  information  he  had  received  from  feveral  clergymen, 
who  were  competent  to  give  him  the  intelligence.    Having 

v  in  a  long  fpeech  gone  very  fully  into  the  fubjeft,  he  faid, 
the  plain  fa&  was,  the  bill  was  a  projeft  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company,  and  was  calculated  to  ferve  them,  and  them 
only.  He  explained  the  matter  in  which  it  would  ferve 
them,  by  ftating  that  it  exonerated  them  from  the  payment 
of  the  cuftoms,  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  added  to  the  remif*. 
fion  of  the  fum  due  for  dtties,  as  well  as  the  remiflion  of 
all  intercft  for  the  fame,  would  enable  them  to  fettle  their 
affairs.  He  declared,  that  this  being  the  purpofe  of  the  bill, 
and  Hot  what  was  its  pretended  obje&,  it  ought  to  have  been 
fo  ftated  openly  and  fairly.  He  urged  this  very  fhenuoufly, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  animadverted  on  Lord  Thur- 
low's  having  termed  the  counfds  that  had  brought  upon 
the  country  its  prefent  burdens,  unfortunate  counsels.  He 
faid,  he  prefomed  by  that  phrafe  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  meant  to  caft  no  imputation  upon  thofe  who  gave  thefc 
councils ;  becaofe  had  any  perfon  attacked  the  counfels  in 
queftion,  he  (hould  have  imagined  the  noble  Lord,  from 
Vot.  XVI.  O  bis 
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bis  fituation  at  the  time,  and  from  his  connexion  with  thofe 
who  gave  the  counfels,  would  have  been  the  fitteftto  have 
rifen  and  defended  them  againft  all  imputation. 

His  Lordfliip  concluded  his  fpeech  with  declaring,  that  he 
did  not  flatter  himfelf  that  what  he  had  faid  would  prevail 
againft  the  bill,  but  he  had  thrown  it  out  with  a  view  to  im- 
prefs  it  on  their  Lordfliips,  under  a  hope,  that  in  a  cooler 
moment,  when  they  could  reflect  upon  what  he  had  faid, 
•fairly  and  impartially,  and  confident  abftracted from  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  its  coming  from  one  fide  of  the  Honfe  in  an- 
swer to  what  had  been  faid  by  the  other  in  a  debate,  they 
would  revolve  it  in  their  minds,  and  pay  it  that  degree  of  at- 
tention that  it  would  then  appear  to  merit, 
Ch*  ^h*  ^^e  ^or^  Chancellor  replied,  and  began  with  declaring,  that 
trhancej  of.  jf  tjje  Counfels  that  had  occafioned  the  burdens  the  country 
alt  prefent  laboured  under  were  the  fubjecl:  of  difcuffion,  hie 
flioiild  hold  himfelf,  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  as  free  tofpeak 
upon,  that  as  upon  any  other  fubje£t  of  the  moil  perfect  in- 
difl&rence,  when  considered,  as  it  might  bear  relation  to  him* 
felf  perfonally.  He  next  faid,  there  was  no  defign  whatever 
m  the  bill,  but  that  which  it  avowedly  profefled  to  aim  at, 
Had  not  the  imputation  of  a  latent  defign,  different  from  the 
avowed  defign  of  a  minifterial  meafure,  been  a  common  topic 
of  parliamentary  argument  from  oppofition,  and  a  practice  fo 
dften  reforted  to,  that  it  had  no  weight  with  the  Public,  he 
fliould  have  thought  the  endeavouring  to  difleminatefuch  an 
idea,  and  imprefs  it  on  the  People  without  doors,  was  a  very 
mifchievous  and  unjuftifiable  thing.  From  this  remark,  his 
Lordfliip  proceeded  to  juftify  the  bill  from  Lord  Loughbo- 
rough's arguments  againft  it,  and  among  other  things,  ftated, 
that  in  the  other  koufe,  when  the  plan  bad  been  originally 
propofed,  fo  far  from  its  appearing  in  the  objectionable  points 
of  view  in  itfhich  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  placed  it,  a 
competition  had  been  fet  up  for  the  honour  of  having  >firft  * 
thought  of  it,  and  certain  perfons  conne&ed  with  the  late 
Adminiftration,  had  put  in  their  claim*  fpr  the  merit  of  having 
originally  fuggefted  it*  His  Lordfliip  denied  that  the  bill 
would  ferve  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  faid,  the  reasoning 
ufed  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  to  prove  that  fmuggling 
was  carried  on  in  veflels  of  a  .larger  fize  than  heretofore,  and  on 
an  extenfive  and  coiwe&ed  capital,  was  the  fort  of  reasoning 
that  weut  to  juftify  the  prefent  meafure,  and,  to  ihew  the  ne*» 
csffity  of  fuch  a  bill's  pafling.  ^    . 

Lord  Loughborough  rofe  again   to    explain  foflic  points* 
which,  he  faid,   the  noble  Lord  had    mifconceived.     His, 

,  Lordfliip 
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borough, 


ongh- 
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th  ir  tordftiip  re-ftated  the  feveral  paffages  that  had  been  mifundef- 

ufe  flood,  and  recited  the  amount  of  a  converfation  that  had 

taken   place  between  Lord  John  Cavendifh,  the  Duke  of 

tk  Portland,  and  himfelf,  on  the  fubjeft  of  taking  off  the  tax: 

prr  on  teas,  and  impofing  a  tax  on  windows,  agreeably  to  the 

t: :  idea  of  a  table  of  rates  for  fuch  a  tax,  fomewhat  fimilar  to 

ce  that  Hated  m  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Smuggling. 

11'^  He  faid,  the  project  had  been  what  he  had  felt,  at  one  time, 

tie:  very  greatly  inclined  to  5  but  the  noble  Lord  and  the  noble 

■ia:>  Duke  had  convinced  him  of  its  fallacy,  and  of  the  degree  of 

:,  &  oppreffion  and  injuftice  that  would  attend  the  carrying  fuch 

;oU  a  meafure  into  execution. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  rofe  to  refcue  Lord  John  Cavendifh 

jfi  from  imputation  of  any  kind.  v 

>cr  *     Lord  Sydney  faid  a  few  words  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  al-  Ld,  Sydney. 

&!  ledgirjg,  that  tea  made  a  part  of  the  confumption  of  almoft 

>fei  ail  defcriptions  of  perfons  in  the  kingdom.    That  it  was  not 

^  only  drank  in  the  cottages  of  the  poor,  but  under  the  hedges 

)fci:  ^  by  the  highway  fide.    His  Lordfhip  enforced  the  Lord  Chan- 

jt#  cellor's  argument,  that  take  tea  out  of  the  band  of  the  fmug- 

jn:  gler,  and  you  take  away  the  bafis  of  his  trade. 

ffii  .  •    Lord  Stormont  reprobated  the  bill,  as  abolishing  an  optional  Lord  Vifc. 

t-  and  produ&ive  tax,  and  impofing  a  compulfory  one,  of  the  Stormont. 

^:  moft  odious,  partial,  and  unjuft  nature.     His  Lord/hip  com- 

.  i  pared  the  new  window  tax  to  the  detefted  gabelle  of  France. 
^1  Lord  Sydney  rofe  again,  and  faid  a  few  words  more  in  fup- 

vftf  port  of  the  meafure.    . 

} ;;  ^  At  length  theHoufe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  when 

bto  Lord. Loughborough  ob]c&ed  to  the  claufe  that.fubjefts  land-  Ld.  Lough- 

itei  lords  to  the  payment  of  the  tax  on  fuch  houfes  as  are  divided  borough. 

if  into  different  uories,  tenements,  or  lodgings,  and  inhabited 

jiiii,  by  two  or  more  perfons  or  families.     His  Lordfhip  faid,  the 

t,  1  *  bill  could  never  mean  that  the  landlord  was  to  pay  more  upon 

each  divifion  of  the  Houfe,  than  according  to  the  rate  charge- 


jr.. 


atf  able  on  the  number  of  windows  in  fuch  divifion,  lodging, 


ns 


or  tenement ;  but  as  the  claufe  was  worded,  he  might  be 
called  on  to  pay  for  all  the  windows  of  the  houfe  after  the 
rate  of  a  colteaive  enumeration  of  them. 
•  The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  the  claufe  was  not  the  moft  ap-  The  L^rd 
plicable  to  its  purpofe  of  any  he  had  ever  read,  but  the  gram-  Chancellor. 
matical  conftruftion  of  it  he  thought  did  not  warrant  fuch  a 
fuppofition  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  hinted  at.  Of 
this  he  was  certain,  neither  the  Court  of  Exchequer  nor  any 
court  of  juftice  in  the  kingdom  would  oblige  any  landlord  to 
pay  after  that  rate,  The  bill  clearly  meant  tha.t  each  lod- 
ging 


